
 

 
Folsom Cordova Unified School District 

TRANSITIONAL ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
10836 Gadsten Way, Rancho Cordova CA 95670 
916.635.6815, fax 916.635.0174 

 
September 23, 2005 

 
David Almquist 
Refugee Assistance Program 
Fax: 916.319.0138 
 
Dear David: 

 
Attached is the Report of Semi-Annual Progress for the Refugee Assistance Program (February 10, 2005 to 
August 15, 2005).  
 
The Community Heritage Languages Program has provided the community with the opportunity and 
support to build a foundation that provides a strong curriculum in primary language literacy and learning 
about culturally important knowledge. 
 
With six years of funding (2 –3 year grants), the much has been accomplished: 

 8-level Ukrainian program (materials, lessons, assessments, sequence, integration with regular 
standards) 

 7-level Russian program (same) 
 5-level Armenian program (same) 
 separately-funded 6-level Spanish program (same, but use of parallel Spanish reading program and 

integration of math vocabulary and key concepts) 
 3 refugees credentialed and teaching in the district 
 60+ refugee Ukrainian students who have earned university credits for foreign languages (New 

York University Extension) 
 parent and high school volunteers 
 development of bandura performing group 
 Ukrainian magazine; website; public performances 
 sharing of developed materials with fledgling Ukrainian programs in other cities and countries. 

 
During the 2005-06 school year, we will use the final carryover to pilot a sustainability plan for the 
programs. Parents will be asked to provide $20/month/child to support the community teachers. The 
district will fund the infrastructure, through other immigrant funds. We may have identified a foundation 
that would cover the fees for the Spanish students, and the Ukrainians have demonstrated that they are 
willing to support the program. The Russian program may decline in size, and the Armenian program may 
relocate to various churches. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Judy Lewis,             Nadezhda Kalinyuk, 
Director, State & Federal Programs          Special Program Coordinator



                   Folsom Cordova Unified School District (34 67330) 
Community Heritage Languages Program 

(Saturday School Classes for Ukrainian, Russian, and Armenian) 
 

Semi-annual Progress Report 
February 2005 – August 2005 

 
 
1. Major activities and accomplishments during this period. 
 

What interventions (activities) are proposed to meet the scholastic needs of the refugee students?  What material 
resources are available to support implementation?  What material resources will be acquired and/or developed as part 
of the program?  
 
Grant activities, Progress Report, September, 2005 
Need Activity 

(if fully funded) 
Material resources to be 
developed/refined 

Progress, Feb 1, 2005 – Sep 1, 
2005 
 

Increase mother 
tongue literacy. 

32 4-hour Saturday 
School classes per year 
for 350 Ukrainian, 200 
Russian, and 200 
Armenian refugee 
children 6-16 years old. 

1.    32 lesson guides for 8 levels 
and 3 languages. 

2.    Assessments for 8 levels, 3 
languages. 

3.    Instructional materials for 8 
levels, 3 languages. 

All students successfully 
completed  second semester of 
2004-2005 school year.  No one 
left behind. Ukrainian: 336; 
Russian: 162; Armenian: 58.   

Increase 
students’ 
understanding of 
high frequency 
words in English. 

Same. 4.    Incorporate materials that 
use Ukrainian, Russian, and 
Armenian words that are 
equivalent to high frequency 
words in English. 

 

Teachers continue to use and 
develop materials (Ukrainian 
school – teachers developed new 
1st level lesson plan, ABC book, 
reading materials and 4th, 5th, 7th, 
8th levels additional reading 
materials) that teach the English 
HFW equivalents for words 
learned in the home language. 
Samples available.  

Increase 
students’ 
understanding of 
key science and 
social science 
words. 

Same. 5.    Incorporate materials that 
use Ukrainian, Russian, and 
Armenian words that are 
equivalent to key 
vocabulary used in the 
Science and Social Studies 
standards (example: 
latitude, atom). 

 

Use of science-aligned reading in 
Ukrainian, Russian, and 
Armenian helped the students 
better understand and succeed 
during their regular English 
classes (according to teachers). 
This year, Russian key 
vocabulary lessons for science 
concepts were completed. 
Samples available. 

Increase 
students’ 
understanding of 
key English 
Language Arts 
vocabulary 

Same. 6.    Incorporate materials that 
use Ukrainian, Russian, and 
Armenian words that are 
equivalent to the key 
vocabulary used in the 
English Language Arts 
standards (example: 
personification, voice). 

Glossaries at the end of each 
level’s literature books show 
ELA concepts in Ukrainian and 
equivalent English terms with 
explanations. Samples available. 

 



 
 
Increase 
students’ skills in 
writing 
structures. 

 7.    Incorporate English writing 
structures into lessons 
designed to improve mother 
tongue literacy skills. 

Beginning from the 2nd level, 
when grammar starts to be taught 
in community schools, all lesson 
plans for grammar have been 
revised to allow students to 
compare and contrast with 
English grammar. 

Increase refugee 
parents’ 
understanding of 
American 
schooling and 
home activities 
related to texts. 

32 1-hour classes for 30 
parents in 3 languages. 

8.    Develop 32 lesson guides 
that cover parents’ rights 
and responsibilities, 
behavior code and 
consequences, state 
intervention when 
abuse/neglect is suspected, 
at-home activities 
recommended by Scott-
Foresman math, and by the 
reading program that will be 
adopted by the district in 
March 2003.  Develop 
authoritative responses to 
parents’ questions about 
schooling. 

 

This activity was pruned when 
the grant amount was less than 
requested. However, initial 
outlines and materials for 32 
topics were developed. 

Increase refugee 
parents’ English 
proficiency. 

32 1-hour classes for 90 
parents. 

9. Through the district’s Adult 
Ed department, offer 3 ESL 
classes on Saturdays. 

10. Continue opportunities for 
30 parents to use ELLIS 
software.  

 

Parents continue to use ELLIS 
software, although the computers 
are aging. 
 
The classes were trimmed, 
because priority is on the classes 
for students. 

Increase the 
number of 
refugee teachers 
credentialed to 
teach in 
California’s 
schools. 
 

4 slots for 5 classes 
towards completion of 
American BA, and 4 
slots for 5 classes 
towards completion of 
credential program at 
National University  

11. Develop procedure for 
Title-I compliant internship 
program (e.g., Project 
Pipeline) to bring candidates 
with BA plus CBEST into 
the classroom in Folsom 
Cordova USD.  

 

Starting in August 2004, one of 
the Armenian teachers began 
teaching at Mills Middle School. 
One of the Russian teachers took 
CBEST on Feb.12, 2005.  A 
Russian teacher has a position at 
Rancho Cordova Elementary, 
and a Ukrainian teacher is a 
long-term sub at White Rock 
Elementary. Another one already 
passed the test and teaches in 
public school (Grant district). 
One of the Ukrainian teachers 
started to teach Independent 
study at Walnutwood High (also 
on the sub list for Folsom 
Cordova USD). 

 
 
 



Provide students 
with opportunity 
to earn university 
credits through 
language 
proficiency 
examination. 

Organize and proctor 
group testing for 
proficiency following 
completion of Level 8 
(New York University 
Extension). 

 3 students, who took the 
Ukrainian proficiency exam 
(New York University), 
completed it successfully, 
earning 12 university credits. The 
grant ended payment for the off-
site testing ($250 per student), so 
the participation rate was about 
7% of the prior year.  

Translation for 
parents at 3 sites 

3 19 hr/wk translators to 
develop school/district 
translations and to 
provide clerical support 
to the Saturday School 
program (in-kind). 

12. Various district forms 
produced in pdf format and 
posted on the district’s 
website and TransAct’s 
local form portal. 

  

Recent additions to the website 
include updated Parents’ Rights, 
Student Conduct Code, Report 
Cards for grades K-6  Attendance 
and Truancy letters, and other 
commonly used notices (Most of 
them have to be updated at the 
beginning of the each school 
year). The Ukrainian magazine 
and curriculum materials are 
available on the school’s website 
(www.ukrherschool.org) 

Program 
coordination 

40-hr/wk program 
coordinator (in-kind);  
0.2 FTE program 
administrator;  
evaluation and data 
management (in-kind). 

13. Project database collection 
forms, periodic reports, 
cross-match with district 
SASI files, annual power 
point reports, project 
student and parent forms 
and handouts, periodic 
magazine, teacher training, 
student assessment tracking, 
library materials checkout 
forms, and so on. 

 

Program coordination was 
enhanced with the involvement 
of a stipend district 
administrative intern. 
The reputation attracts students 
from the region: this year 
Ukrainian school has students 
from Modesto, Davis, Woodland 
and San Francisco areas. The 
program is also coordinated with 
the local high schools: high 
school students, who get their 
senior project for community 
service, prefer to come to 
Saturday school and complete 
their assignments there. (From 
the last school year, 12 students 
already completed).  
High school students from 
Ukrainian Saturday School 
participated in Bilingual Tutor 
Program for the summer ELD 
program students. 
Students’ eligibility, attendance, 
and test scores are available for 
the 6 years of the project. 
Limited evaluation studies have 
been attempted (see below).  
 

 
 
 



Products developed/revised during this period: 
 
Ukrainian curriculum 

Level 1: New curriculum (reading materials and lesson plan) are developed – this level are divided into two sub 
levels according to students educational needs and age. 

Level 2: same. 
Level 3: same. 
Level 4: same. 
Level 5: Lesson plan and reading materials are revised and new are added according to students’ level 
Level 6: Curriculum  revised. 
Level 7: New reading material are developed and lesson plan revised. 
Level 8: Curriculum (Ukrainian history, Ukrainian culture, Ukrainian literature) revised.  New material 

added. 
All levels:  Teachers revised and renewed their lesson plans, adjusting for student performance and greater 

alignment to mainstream concepts. 
 

Ukrainian Magazine No. 7: contains at-home activities, information about Ukraine and Ukrainians in English, 
information about American educational system and district policy, how to help child with reading and homework 
in school and at home. 
Ukrainian magazine � 8 – already started (half is done). 
 

Russian curriculum: 
 Level 6:  Completely revised, new material added. 

Level 7: same. 
Level 8: same. 

 
Armenian curriculum: 

No further development during this period.  
 
Videotaped last day of school (school assembly and graduation ceremony) at Ukrainian school, and it was shown on cable 
access TV. 
 
2. Problems.  Revisions to work plan   
 

• Parents of out-of-district students continue to pay a fee ($20/month/child). We have conserved grant funds, 
because we want to continue through 2005-06. During this time we will collect student “fees” from parents, 
through the Refugee Educators’ Network (which provides parents with a tax deduction). Funds will be 
subgranted to the district to cover the costs of community teachers. A sliding scale was developed for multiple 
children. A “go/no go” decision will be made in the spring of 2006.  

 
• We anticipate that the Armenian school will not continue. 

 
• We anticipate outside support for the Spanish program (about $15,000—20,000).  

 
• The district has assumed the cost of the coordinator, three translator/clerks, custodial overtime, copier costs, 

print shop costs, materials, and supplies. Refugee grant carryover will be used first, then Title 3 Immigrant. 
 

• We will no longer fund the administrative intern.  
 
 
 
 
 



3. Significant findings or events.  
 

• Three students earned 12 New York University extension credits; they completed level 8 (Ukrainian), about 1,000 
hours of instruction. 
 

• Parents provided $27,000 in student fees (out-of-district families).  
 

• Program model has been expanded to Spanish, funded from Title 3 Immigrant funds, at a 4th school site (120 
students in 6 levels currently) (still growing).  
 

• Principals are recognizing the academic different and engagement of students who do and do not attend Saturday 
School programs, and are committed to continued use of their facilities on Saturdays. 
During the parent conference (this fall, after Sat school already started) the teachers continued to recommend 
parents to send their children to Saturday school, as they realized positive results from those who already attended 
Sat  school. 
 

• Examination of district participating students’ performance on CELDT and CST-ELA/Math indicates that there is 
faster advancement through among Saturday School participants than among the other language minority students 
(see powerpoint slides).  
 

4. Dissemination activities.  
 

• Presentation to the board, August 18, 2005 (powerpoint slides attached).  
 

• Requests for Ukrainian curriculum. Philadelphia (one community) and Washington (2 communities), San Ramon, 
California (one community), South Dakota (one community) have obtained the Ukrainian curriculum for up to 8 
levels to begin classes in their communities. There was also e-mail-request from Australia, how to get started. 
 

5. School activities (see website www.ukrherschool.org/Events2003.html) 
 

• March 12, 2005 – Celebration – Ukrainian Poetry Day – T. Shevchenko – famous Ukrainian poet and artist. 
• March 12, 2005 – Russian School – celebration of Mother Day in Russian traditional way. 
• Apr 23, 2005 – Ukrainian School assembly – Memory of Chornobil tragedy 
• May 14, 2005 – Parent conference (Ukrainian, Russian schools) 
• May 21, 2005 – School assembly – end of the school year – Graduation ceremony (Ukrainian, Russian schools) 
• Aug 12, 2005 – Teacher’s meeting – Beginning of the new 2005-06 school year (Ukrainian)  
• Aug 15, 2005 – Presentation for School Board of Education (Ukrainian Bandura assemble) 
• Aug 19, 2005 - Teacher’s meeting – Beginning of the new 2005-06 school year (Russian) 
• Aug 26, 2005 - Teacher’s meeting – Beginning of the new 2005-06 school year (Ukrainian) 

 
Attachments: 

1. Magazine #7  
2. Flyer “Heritage Schools In FCUSD” 
3. Book about Russian School (updated). 
4. Photos from the school website 
5. ABC book (Ukrainian, Russian) – developed for the beginning level. 
6. Concept paper for Central Valley Foundation (Spanish) 
7. Powerpoint (presentation to board, August 2005). 

 
 


