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introduction

Dear Reader,

Contained herein is a number of documents concerning
the outrage of piracy collected, edited, published and dis-
tributed by the Boat People 5.0.5. Committee.

The charges brought forth in these pages are those
made by the writers Nhat Tien, Duoag Phuc and Vu Thanh
Thuy, who speak of their own personal sufferings, as well
as those of their friends and compatriots. Thus, all the
matters discussed in these documents are completely genu-
ine, with legitimate witnesses and which the victims them-
selves have allowed to be made public,

Our committec fecls it Is necessary to bring this book
before the public because the cruel and agonizing atroci-
ties committced by the pirates against the Victnamese
boat people crossing the sea in scarch of freedom, never
before seen in the history ol the world, continue to occur
in Thai waters .

In the face of these atrocities, our committec and our
compatriots all over the werld, while sickened by the ter-
rible fate of the victims, their brothers and sisters, have
patiently carried on activities on behall of the refugees
in a manner both conciliatory and in accordance with the
law. We have tried neither to negate the noble eftorts
of the Royal Family of Thailand towards the Vietnamese
people, nor to speak ill of the wonderful traditions of
the Thai people. But we also wanted to raise the alarm
to the Thal authorities in the hope that they would em-
pathize with the suffering of the victims and make use
of those means within their power to eliminate piracy
in their waters within a reasonable period of time.,

Our committec nas formally presented this maten-
dal concerning the piracy problem to the Government and
Royal Family of Thailand through their envoy in Los
Angeles. Californiz, on March 5, 1980. At the same
time, these documents were aiso sent to the offices of the
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U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, the then  Pre-
sident of the United States, Mr. Jimmy Carter, the Amer-
ican ambassador in Thailand and other individuals with
international prestige and influence in hopes that they
might intervene on our behalf and transmit the documents
to the authorities in Thailand.

Alongside the work of our committee, around the
world ncarly every Vietnamese organization, many coim-
patriots and university students and others sent thou-
sands of letters to the Thai monarch in order that the
tragedy not be forgotten and the necessary mcans be
taken to put an end to it. In May of 1980, a hunger strike
was organized in front of the Thai embassy in Los Ange-
les with the same purpose.

Despite the tragedies and the activities designed to
bring this to attention, the Thai authorities have still not
responded in a concrete, positive way to resolve the pro-
blem at the source. The Thai courts see the victims merely
as witnesses, without having the status of plaintiff. Thosc
trials that have been conducted have been prolonged be-
yond necessity with excessive bureaucracy, causing the
victims to become discouraged, and this . Jes not even
mention the threatcning pressure that was applied to
sabotage the proceedings.

For these reasons, atter nearly a year of waiting, our
committee has determined to make this book available to
the general public with the following goals in mind:

1) to bring before the conscience of all. the horrible
barbarity of the piracy in Thai waters that was and is com-
mitted against that Vietnamese crossing the sea in search
of freedom and the indifference and lack of responsibility
of the Thai authorities in dcaling with this problem.

2) to ask all international organizations to seek every
concrete means to rescue the boat people by:

— requesting all nations with ships passing through the
South China Sea to oificially permit their ships® captains
to rescue boat people they come by,

— asking the U.N. High Commissioner {or Relugees to
establish a speciul refugee camp as a haven For those relugees
picked up by merchant ships in order to prevent their rescue
attempts from causing any undue problems.

— petitioning the Pope. other religious feaders all over
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the world, the Secretary General of the U.N. and the various
heads of State of the free nations to do any and cverything
they can to intervene with the Thai king so that the govern-
ment of that country develops serious and cffective means
of putting an end to piracy.

3) to ask the international news media to assist our com-
mittee in describing to all the people ol the world the atro-
city of piracy.

4) to point out that the paramount source of this trage-
dy is the brutal and deceitful policy of the Communist go-
vernment in Hanoi. Therefore, it is necessary for the United
Nations and the frce world to take this as evidence of one
more of the sufferings the Vietnamese people must endure
since the takeover of their country by the Communists.

Our Committee, in the name of all our compatriots.
wishes to express our sincere gratitude to the governments
and pcople of those countries which have helped and are still
helping the boat people. We would especially like to thank
those Thai people who have been helping us and continue
to do so by housing thousands of Victnamese refugees.

phoges e dcdes

San Diego, Califorma
April 15, 1981
Nguyen Huu Xuong, Ph.D.
University of California at San Dicgo (UCSD)
Chairperson, Boat People §.0.5. Committer

This White Paper consists of two parts. In the first part
are the reports of atrocitics committed by pirates in the
Gulf of Siam. The second part contains letters and peti-
tions written on behalf of the boat people.
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PART 1

REPORT FROM KO KRA ISLAND

Ko Kra is a deserted island in the Guilf of Siam 80
kilometers from the town of Nakhorn Sri Thamaraj. Lately
the island has become a haven for Thai pirates. The Thai go-
vernment is aware of this fact, but is apparently unable to do
anything about it.

It 1s impossible to relate accurately the stories of all
the boat people killed on or around the island, but we shatl
report to you here some of the most recent events.

*First Incident: 87 People killed

Witness: Ms. Nguyen thi Thuong, 36, a pgraduate
from an American university who took further training in
Paris and prior to 1975 was an instructor at the Polytechni-
cal Institute in Thu Duc. She Ieft Vietnam with her husband,
mother, uncle, two younger brothers, two sisters-inlaw, four
other young relatives and her three-yearold daughter. She
and her daughter are the only survivors of the family.

Their boat, #550640 1A, 13%m. in length and carry-
ing 107 people, left Rach Gia on Dec. 1,1979. On the third
day of its journey, as they were nearing the Thai mainland,
they encountered pirates in the following manner. Two Thai
boats came up alongside the refugee boat and pirates charged
aboard with guns and knives. Because of the crowded condi-
tion of the boat, the pirates took some of the refugees onto
their boat in order to scarch them for valuables. 27 were
released.

The remaining 80 were searched and robbed of what
valuable items they had. The pirates then tied a cord to the
refugee boat and towed it behind them. They made sport of
running at full speed in a circle so that the refugee boat
tipped and sank. The refugees screamed and wept, begging
for mercy as the boat went under while the pirates cut the
rope and drove off, leaving the 80 people to flounder helpless-
ly in the ocean and the 27 on their boat to weep in great dis-
tress as they watched their relatives go under.

The pirates v nt straight to Ko Kra, but as they
approached the island, they shoved the men overboard,
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forcing them to swim ashore. 7 men drowned in this manner.

The other 20 were taken to the island and summari-
ly searched and handled on all parts of their bodices to see il
they might be hiding any valuables on them. Ms. BTD. 26.
who had a four-vear-old child. was taken into the bushes and
raped, despite the fact that she was exhausted and unuble to
stand because of hunger, thirst and terror.

During 8 days on the sland, the refugees were tor-
tured and guestioned as a number of pinite gangs landed on
the istand cach day. The women tried to hide in the jungle or
on the mountain, but they were still unable to escape the
pirates. One woman. Ms. 1), was being attended to as she lay
unconscious due to cxhaustion. when pirates came. chased
everyone away and four of them raped her there where she
fay. When they left, she was still at that spot, unable to
move.

On the third day on the istand there came a boat
with the inscription POLICE #513. As the pirates fled out to
the ocean, the police boat anchored off shore. but did not
come any nearer. The refugees belicved they were going to
be rescued and one vouth carrying a letter written in English
to be delivered te the U.N High Commissioner for Refugee
Affairs swam out toward the boua.. Before he could reach
them, however, the police opened fire on him and in terror
be swam back to shore. A tcenager was nominated 1o swim
out with the letter and he was taken aboard the police boat.
given a few packs of noodles and sent back to the island.
Finally, the boat left and as we now realize, the crew never
sent word to the authorities of the refugecs’ plight.

The next day after the Thai police left. the pirates
returned and the atrocities continued. On the fifth day a
Thai navy boat passed by and the refugees waved it in. This
time, the boat allowed representatives of its crew to come
ashore 1o talk and take the letter for the U.N Commissioner
in Thailand. On the 8th day, Mr. Schweitzer, the U.N repre-
sentative came to take the refugees to the mainland.

Prof. Nguyen thi Thuong had left home with her
husband. Tran Quang Huy. 41, professor at the Faculty of
Letters in Saigon before 1975, and the relatives mentioned
above. The other relatives were among the 80 left to drown
by the pirates and Mr. Huy had died when he was unable to
make the swim to the island. Ms. Thuong pave birth to a
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baby girl in the refugee camp in Songkhla and now lives there
with her daughters and her husband’s sister and brother. She
had been nine months pregnant when she left Vietnam and
this kept her from being raped by the pirates.

As Ms. Thuong told the story. she sobbed quietly
and said, “My husband and [ tried to take into consideration
the ternble things that might happen to us when we took to
the sea. We decided that leaving was preferable to living
under Communism. But what Pve suffered now exceeds

anything we had imagined.”
LE L

*Second Incident: 70 People Killed

Witness: Vu Zuy Thai. 44, who left Vietnam with
his wife, aged 40, his four children and two young relatives.
He is the lone survivor.

The junk VNKG 0980, 14m. long, 2.2m wide, carry-
ing 120 people, left Rach Gia on Dec. 29,1979. [t encounter-
ed a pirate ship on Dec. 31. The pirates’ boat was orange-red
in color with the number 128 on the bow. The 12 pirates
aboard were armed with guns and knives, hammers, and
hatchets. The pirate ship ran into the bow of the refugee
boat and put a crack in it. The pirates them leaped aboard
the refugee boat and began wrecking the engine and enlarging
the size of the crack so that water began to flow in. They
searched the refugees and took watches, gold, rings, etc.
while water continued to pour into the beat. In an hour the
boat had sunk and the women and children clung to each
other crying in fear. The pirates themselves drove off, taking
with them the pretty girls. By the time the pirates were fifty
meters away, a number of men and youths had managed to
swim {o the boat and hang on. Although some were pushed
away by the pirates, 50 survived drowning by hanging on in
this manner. These people had seen their friends drown,
watching helplessly as the waving hands finally dropped
beneath the surface.

Mr. Vu Zuy Thai had grabbed his wife and one child
during the confusion and brought them to the pirate ship.
The other 5 members of his family drowned. The wife and
child had swallowed too much water, however, and couldn’t
move when pulled on board the piratec boat. Before he could
apply artificial respiration to revive them, the pirates tossed
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then overboard.

Mr. Pham V¥ict Chicwu, a boat pilot. related how he
and sonie others managed to pull some people out ol the
walter in hopes that they were not dead yvet but only uncons-
cious but the pirates {oreed them back into the ocean.

Alter that. the pitate boat headed straight for the
island of Ko Kra where they held the victims tor five days
until the UN. High Commissioner came to rescue them,

On the night ot Jan. 1. 1980. 4 Thai navy boat
numbered U187 camie to the island armed with guns. Again
the refugees thousht they were soing to be rescued. but the
sailors only fooked them over. forced them to remove all
their clothing and stand naked-including the women and
children and then they went on their way.

On Jan. 2. another navy boat. #17. came to the
islund. The suailors rushed ashore and they. too. searched the
refugees.  The women were publicly stripped naked while the
Thai suilors felt them lor weapons or other objects. The
sailors then retired to their ship and sat anchored off shore
until Jan. 4. when they lett.

While the sailors hid been busy with the refugees,
the pirates were not o be seen, but as soon as the navy boat
lett. 4 pirate boats came back to the island. The pirates sear-
ched the refugees. although by now there was nothing left
to steal. They took turns raping the women right on shore,
without sceking a secluded spot. 5 eivls, K .H., 15 years-old,
BT.. 17 AILL. 12, 5LY. 1L, and M.T..15, were gang raped
m Iront of evervone’s eves.

Thix wounld have continued but Mr. Schweitzer’s
appearanee brought it o an end when he arnved on a police
boat and rescued the suttering people.

S

*Third Incident:  the pirates force girls into prostitution

Witnesses: Miss Nguven Thi Anh Tuyet. 17, who left
home with her sister Neuven Thi Nam., killed by pirates, and
Cong Huyen Ton No My Kiew, 17.

An unmarked junk. 10m. long and carryving 78
people. lett N Trung on Dec. 8. 1979,

Alter three days at sea. they ran out of lucl and
food and their boat drifted Tor ten days on the high scas.
During this periedd 12 chaldren died of hunger and thirst and
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their bodies were thrown overboard. On Dec. 21, they met
with 2 pirate boats. The pirates tied the junk to their boat
and using weapons torced all the refugees onto their boat to
be searched. Ms. Nguyen thi Nam, 33 years old and five
months pregnant, had left with her husband, Le Van Tu, and
three children, ages 9,5 and 3. The three children had died
during the 10 days adrift at sea. Ms. Nam was in great pain
and exhausted, consequently she was not able to climb
aboard the pirate ship. The pirates lifted her on by the arm-
pits, but she lay still where she was. One pirate then took a
shovel and beat her repeatedly on the head. Her skull was
cracked and she died. The body was thrown overboard. The
remaining refugees on their junk clambered aboard the pirate
ship in fear while the pirates searched the junk, tearing things
apart and prying up planks where they thought a likely
hiding place for-valuables might be, Meanwhile, the refugees
on the other boat had their clothing and bodies searched.
Following this, the men were locked in the ice hold, the
storage compariment for fish on the boat. The women were
left on deck for the pirates to handie as they wished. Then
the refugees were herded back onto their wrecked boat. One
man eventually died from the cold in the ice hold. The
refugee junk drifted on in intcnse despair.

The next day two more pirate boats came to the
area of Ko Kra island to rob and search, This time, the three
prettiest girls were taken away on the boats. The refugee
junk was left with its ecngine dead, no food or drinking water
and the boat partly filled with water because the men hadn’t
the strength to bail it out. To this day, we do not know the
fate ol that helpless band of refugees.

The 3 girls who had been taken away were put on
the two boats. Miss Anh Tuyet and Miss My Kieu were put
aboard the boat whose skipper wias named Samsac. Miss Lan
went with the other boat and no one knows what has become
of her.

Samsac took Tuyet and Kieu Lo the mainlkind where
they were kept in a hetel in Songkhla. Tuyel was held under
guard by a man named Biec. Kicu was kept in another room
with Samsac.

According to Miss Tuyet’s account, she screamcd
when Bieco tried torcibly to have sex with her. This disturbed
persons slaving in adjacent rooms (mostly Westerners) who
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rushed in to see what was the matter. Biec fled. Samsac fled
with My Kicu in the midst of the commeotion and took her to
another hotcl in the town of Haadyai (30km from Songkhla).
When the police came to the first hotel, Miss Tuyet led them
to the dock where Samsac’s boat was stili moored. Eventual-
ly the crew was arrested, including Samsac himself, who was
found in Haadyai with Miss Kieu.

At the police station, the pirates confessed that they
had intended to sell the girls on the street in the red light dis-

trict of town.
Ekk

In the preceding pages, we have recounted for you
only a handful of examplcs of the evenis that occurred in
December of 19792, making mention of only a few beats
whose common characteristic was their having been taken fo
Ko Kra island by Thal pirates to be robbed and raped.
During that same pcriod of time and withir the broad area of
the Gulf of Siam, who can tcll how many others were victims
of pirates and drowned at sea?

Bur we feel we can safely say that countless other
boats were set upon by pillagers and robbers where no one
survived to tell the tale.

Wc wish to remind the reader that the sprcad of
pirates is not conlined to just this time period. During the
last few years. the Vietnamese have left their country in
waves, seeking freedom by boat.They have become attractive
bait for pirates. Newspapers all over the world ha * describ-
ed the appalling conditions the “boat people™ have had to
endurc. But it was when the Thai fishermen realized that the
economic potential of robbing refugees was greater than that
from catching fish that the ranks of the pirates swelled as
more and more fishermen joined each day with the result
that the refugecs are being .capped in the great net the pirates
have sprcad across the Gulf of Siam.

The question we would like to ask is this: what is
the attitude of the Thai authoritics to this situation and what
are they doing to put a halt to it?

In order to answer this question, we would only like
to point out one incident which is still taking place right now
in Thailand.

For 21 days. ftom Oct. 29 to Nov. 11, 1979, 157
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Vietnamese refugees were held by pirates on Ko Kra lsland.
These people were robbed. raped. tortured. pushed into the
sea, until finally they were discovered by the U.N. High Com-
missioner and taken to the mainland. Because of the etficient
action by the High Conunissioner and the determination of
the refugees, seven pirates were identified and charged with
crimes to be judged by the Thai couris.

The prosccution began shortly after the arrival of
the refugees to the mainfand when complaints were mads at
the police station al Pakpanang on Nov. 18. 1979. At the
time of this writing. two long ntonths have passed and the
trial is not yet over. The 157 boat people are still being kept
in the temporary setticment camp at Songkhla awaiting the
trial’s outcome before they can be resetiled permanently in
a third country. In this time, much evidence has come forth
showing that the refugees. especially the girls and women
who stood up and identificd the culprits. had been pressured
to withdraw their charpes by such means as attempted
bribery. threats of death. and threats to prolong their stay at
the camp indeterminately to weaken the spirits of the victims
wishing to be resctiled soon.

1t is too early to make any serious conclusions about
the trial at this stage. Bui we wish to cxpress our hope that
the use of these coercive devices is not the policy of the Thai
gevernment with regards to the boat people. We do not be-
lieve that a nation with a long cultural tradition. a people
who love peace and respect the preachings of Buddhism. can
support a central government that accepts the protection of
pirates who have perpetratcd numerous terrible atrocities
that have not only hurt their country’s reputation, but have
also grievously afflicted the conscience of all humanity.

By making this report public and by relying on real
eye-witnesses who are now staying at the camp in Songkhla,
we belicve we have brought to light a part of the suffering of
the boat refugees and that their tragedies will, first of ali,
move the hearts of the people in high places in the That
government and, secondly, cause human rights crganizations,
as well as other groups, governments and the people of the
world as a whole to stand up and take notice of this alarming
situation with ful; understanding so that they may more
Guickly and efti.icatly find the means to put a stop to the
ariocities commitivd on the boat people by the Thai piraics.
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Actual victims of the Thai pirates, being among the
157 people kept for 21 days on Ko Kra island, and now living
in the camp at Songkhla where we may communicate directly
with other victims, we have collected these stories with per-
mission 10 use the names of the people involved. We acecept
complete responsibility for the veracity of the stories related
above.

Songkhla, Thailand
8, Feb. 1980

Vietnamese Refugee Camp P.O Box 3
signed: Nhat Tien, Duong Phuc, Vu Thanh Thuy




FROM KO KRA ISLAND TO THE COURT AT SONGKHLA
THE SECOND INDICTMENT

We are 2 band of boat people from four junks who
share the similar fate of having been kidnapped by Thai
pirates and held on Ko Kra Island for 21 days, from Oct. 29,
1979 to Nov. 19, 1979

When we were rescued by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugee Affairs and taken to the town of
Pakpanang in Nakorn Srithamaraj province on the Thai main-
land, we signcd statements charging certain pirates who could
be identified (after they dared move to near where we were
being temporarnily resettled) with atrocities they had commit-
ted along with other pirates on Ko Kra, which crimes includ-
ed robbery, rape, torture (such as hanging people from trees,
throwing them into the sca, thrusting their heads into fire,
choking with cords from fish ncts. wrenching out teeth to get
the gold. and other inhuman deeds).

The Thai police captured some of the culprits inside
of cight days, then released them (the reason was not given,
but presumably the criminals had posted bail) and afterwards
the trial was sent 1o the court at Songkhla, the place where
we are currently resettled.

Since the day we signed the charges against the
pirates at Pakpanang on Nov. 19, 1979, we have awaited the
light of justice in Thailand. not with the mtention of mere
satisfaction of a court sentence for a handful of pirates, but
more importantly in hopes that the Thai government wouid
see more clearly the horrible atrocities that the Thai fisher-
men have been perpetrating against the refugee boat people
and through this will take some active measures to prevent
any similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

More than three long months have gone by.

The court is still calling up each of the nine women
who came forward to name the pirates for examination. But
there has been no lawyer for the plaintiff. Nor have there
been any defendants present to confront their accusers.
None of the witnesses was aflowed to finish testifying in one
turn, but afl have been called in again after waiting a month
to continue the examination.

This waste of time and other things we have experi-
enced have revealed to us this bitter truth: the court is deli-
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berately drawing out the trial in order to discourage the wit-
nesses from continuing their testimony. At the same time,
the women are being made victims of a second Ko Kra Island
— this time in a more painful and degrading procedure, the
torment of the spirit.

We would like to point out a concrete example:

One of the women who signed the charges was Miss
Tr. Th. H.V., 28 years old, who had been raped repeatedly on
Ko Kra and identified two pirates who frequented the police
station at Pakpanang. She was called up for examination the
first time on Jan. 5, 1980. The interrogation continued
through the next day also. According to MissH.V_, each wit-
ness was questioned separately by the court with no other
boat people present, with no defending attorney, with no
defendant to face the charges. The witness was made to
stand up 8 hours each day without being given a chair.
During the questioning, she was put to humiliation in every
possible way~being forced to answer vulgar questions that
could have been worded more politely or which were inessen-
tial, being made to describe in detail every action and gesture
of the pirates when the crime was committed, falling under
the derisive gaze of strangers who had no place in the court
but who came by one band after the other to point and
mock. She was also blatantly offered bribes and threatened,
being told she would be paid if she withdrew her complaint,
if not the trial would be continued so as to delay the perma-
nent resettlement efforts of the boat people involved.

It was not enough that a woman should have to
suffer through the atrocities on Ko Kra for 21 days, but
before she could emotionally recover from the experience
she had to be subjected to court interrogations in an atmos-
phere of humiliation and degradation. After leaving the
court, Miss H.V. suffered a mental breakdown. When friends
and relatives asked after her, they were answered only with
tears falling from eyes that had already lost their life. The
witnesses who followed her suffered in like manner.

Perhaps the women could have stood through this if
the court had come to a conclusion quickly. Instead, the
trial goes on until who knows when without a verdict due to
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the court’s delay of the proccedings. As Miss H.V. experien-
ced it:

-the first time she was called to court she was exa-
mined for two days, from Jan. 5-6

- the second time, Feb. 28, she was called in and sat
waiting ncarly all morning before she was told her testimony
had been put off until Mar. 21. During the time she sat wait-
ing outside, she was the object of ridicule for strangers who
came simply to look at her, point and mock, jeer at her and
otherwise act in a deplorable manner-as public humiliation
for a woman who had already been shamed.

Other women aiso went through the calling up, wait-
ing and being sent back for another month,

Now the women are in a psychologically and emo-
tionally weakened state, looking tired and distressed, wander-
ing alone out to the shore, some of them thinking of killing
themselves to end the offence to their dignities at the court-
house where they are being treated like animals without
recourse to help.

And so another Ko Kra Island is taking shape before
our eyes in the just and fair land of Thailand, where the vic-
tims are those who have the courage to accuse those indi-
viduals who have shamed the wonderful traditions of the
Thai people.

From the Island of Ko Kra to the court at Songkhla,
we’'ve come nearly to the end of our rope. Some of the vic-
tims have alrcady begun talk of giving up, of withdrawing
their suits ags a means of protesting the trial. We do not see
the trial and a fair verdict to be a mecans of revenge, but
instcad we have becn hoping for the light of justice and
rightcousness to illuminatc the fate not only of ourseives but
of all those drifting helplessly in the Gulf of Siam. Now as
our hope appears baseless, the withdrawal of our charges may
have a new significance in its denunciation of the proceedings
as they are being carried out. And vet we are not yet ready
to withdraw the suits, but are willing to give the Thai court
at Songkhla further time in which to prove its impartiality.

While we are abandoncd on the mainland of this
country and as we publicize this letier, the condition of our
safety becomes more and more tenuous, even morc so than
after we published the first letter (the report from Ko Kra
Island, dated Feb. 8, 1980). But we have left our homeland
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and crossed the sea in search of a life worth living, a society
that honors the right to be human and rcfuses to countenan-
ce actions that trample on the dignity of others—this is the
ideal we are going afier— and we arc prepared to accept the
conscgquences of raising our voices faithfully.

We see the horrible fate of our 157 boat people to
be a painful lesson and agonizing cxample of the brutal
violations of the bodies and souls of human beings which
darken the conscience and sense of justice of all
Mankind. With this feeling we wish to speak up before every
group, every organization. government and people of the
world to say that in the midst the twenticth century, in the
midst of the great civilization that glonfies the capabilitics of
Mankind, there arc still places in the world and people who
treat others with viciousness and barbarity no worse than
that which colored the darkest times of our history.

We wish to send to peoplc the world over our urgent

and desperatie call for help.

Songkhla, Mar. 6, 1980
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THE TRAGEDY CONTINUES FOR THE BOAT PEOPLE
IN THE GULF OF SIAM

Further tragedies have been occurring for the boat
people in the Gulf of Siam following those which we report-
ed in earlicr letters. Below are a few examples that we have
recently recorded.

*First Incident: Refugee Women Kidnapped and
Taken to the Mainland.

Witness: Nguyen thi Ngoc Tuyet, 19, graduate of
the Center for Modern Language with the State Dept., who
left Vietnam with her brother, Nguyen Hong Tuan, and was
kidnapped at sea.

The boat “Minh Hai 21017, 14 meters long and
carrying 70 people (40 men and 30 women and children) left
Ca mau at midnight, Jan. 13, 1980. Shortly after entering
international waters it encountered a Thai pirate boat. We
now know this was one of those boats called fishing vessels,
but in fact specializing in piracy, waiting outside the Rach
Gia-Ca Mau arca to compete for the Vietnamese refugee
boats coming into their grasp.

It was a rather large pirate vessel with a crew of 15.
It was equipped with a gun and loudspeaker and an English
translator. The number on the bow of the vessel was covered
from view by a cloth.

The loudspeaker was used to call the refugee boat to
come near and to transfer the passengers onto the pirate
boat in an orderly manner. The pirates cooked rice for the
refugees and gave them ail the drinking water they wanted.
It was when everyone was fecling strong that the pirates went
into action. They divided the refugees into two groups: the
men were taken o the bow and the women were driven into
the cabin. They inspected each person without omitting any
possible place and took all the goild, siiver and jewelry and
they degraded the women.

The very pretty Miss Nguven Thi Ngoc Tuyet, a
specialist in the English language, was taken by the pirate
leader. This was a man called “Phil”, about thirty years old,
who spoke to everyone through an English interpretor telling
them that if they gave up all their gold they would be set
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free, except for Miss Tuyet. If not, the boat with all the refu-
gees aboard would be sunk.

Tuyet’s older brother, Nguyen Hong Tuan, 23, and
some other youths discussed fighting the pirates, but they
realized that this would be suicide since the pirates Kept their
weapons rcady 1o use at all times.

There were also on the boat 6 other refugees trom
another junk, 2 men. 2 women and 2 children, who had
already been on the pirate ship for several days. These were
the survivors of a group ol 35 refugees whose boat had been
sunk by a different piratc boat after having been plundered
and the women raped in an exceedingly barbaric manner 18
times. The 6 had been ordered rescued by Phil as they floun-
dered on the sea, but the 2 women did not escape being
raped by the pirates in this band.

According to Miss Tuyet, the situation on the boat
grew very tense. In the end, she agreed to go with the pirate
boss to save the other refugees.

The pirates herded the remaining 69 refugees and
the 6 from thec other boat onto the Minh Hai, cut the cable
binding them and started their engines. Miss Tuyet stood on
the bow weeping. Her brother on the Minh Hai shouted for
her to jump into the sca and swim to him, with the intention
of going in to save her himself. However, he was held back
by the other refugces and Tuyet was held tightly by the
pirates, who meanwhile pointed their guns threateningly at
the refugecs.

The pirate boat raced off with Tuyet. who was kept
in the cabin day and night. After 6 days they reached the
mainland. Tuyet was taken ashore and kept in a locked room
in an unceriain location. Phil continued to use her in a degra-
ding manner. Whenever she resisted, she was beaten.

On the third day of this, by & lucky chance, Tuyet
found the door unlocked and Phil gone. Tuyet ran out into
the street after a brief struggle with a woman guard.

Eventually she was taken to the American cmbassy
and it was then she discovered she was in fact in the center of
Bangkok. The American staffer was amazed and incredulous
at the story told by the girl suddenly appearing in his embas-
sy. Miss Tuvet was introduced to a Mr. Denis, the man in
charge of interviewing for the American delegation at the
refugees camps in Thailland. He helped Tuyet find the
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remaining members of the Minh Hai 2101. That boat had
fortunately been rescued and the Vietnamese faken to a
camp in Malaysia, where they verified her story.

At that point Tuyet was officially recognized as a
refugee in Thailand and was taken to the Lumpini camp near
Bangkok.

But the sad story of this woman was not yct over.

Lumpini is the transfer camp for all the refugees in
Thailand (ie., Vietnamese, Cambodian as well as Lao). It is
there they are concentrated for the completion of the formal-
ities before being resettled into a third country.

The Thais at Lumpini would not permit Tuyet to
stay with the other refugces, but kept her outside with 2 Thai
policemen watching her. She sharcd a room with 5 other
Vietnamese women: Nguyen thi My, 23, Chung Thi My Van,
19, Neguyen Thi Anh Nguyet,12, Ngo My Dung,22, and Ngo
My Hanh,17.

The story of these girls is another tragedy. We can
not interview these girls directly, so we can only summarize
what Tuyet has told us.

These five girls had been kidnapped on the high
seas ina situation similar to that of Tuyet. 15 people on their
boat had been killed by the pirates before their junk was set
adrift toward the Malay shore. The girls were taken to land
and sold to a brothel. The house was raided and those inside
were arrested and taken to court. The girls had to remain at
a refugee camp until the conclusion of the trial, but because
the trial was being deliberately proionged, the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugee Affairs had to agree to let the girls
be resettled in West Germany after a request was made by
that country’s embassy. In this way, the trial of the five girls
was thwarted.

According to Miss Tuyet, all the time she was kept
at Lumpini, she was treated in a shameless and insulting
manner. The 2 Thai policcmen guarding the room performed
every type of vulgarity on the women short of outright rape
with their suggestive remarks and obscenc caresses.

The two policemen were entirely in charge and
Tuyet, totally helpless, could only resign herself to the si-
tuation, not daring to raise her voice in protest.

When once Mr. Denis came to the camp to do inter-
views, Tuyet asked to leave that camp and firmly requested
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to be placed with her feliow refugees. She was finally taken
to the Songkhla camp and is there now, waiting to be resettl-
ed in the U.S.

*Second Incident: The Boat People Are Treated
Like Animals. )

Witnesses:  Nguyen Cong Bien, 32, Second Lt.
Artiliery, who left with his wife, Vu Thi San, 25, and a child
of 7 months. His yvounger sister, Nguyen Thi Nhuong was
kidnapped by pirates.

The junk No. KG00226, 10 meters long and 1.8
meters across with 46 passengers (15 children, 8 women and
13 men), left Rach Gia at 3:00 a.m., Jan.28, 1980. They
traveled without incident for thrce days.

At 6:00 a.m. on Jan. 30, they encountercd a Thai
pirate boat. This boat, No. 1214, was unlike the usual type
of fishing boat, which arc wood, for this one was made of
iron and was equipped with a radar. Its 20 pirates drove all
46 refugees on board the Thai vessel and began inspecting
each person, taking away all the gold,jewelry and good
clothing. They then forced four youths back into the junk
and beat them, trying to get them %o tell where more gold
was hidden on the junk. Afier prying up planks and scarch-
ing everywhere but finding nothing, they stole two motors
from the junk (the boat was powered by Jama F-8 motors
with two spare motors, a PS 16 and Kohler 4).

The pirates then drove off with the 46 refugees,
towing the junk behind with a cable. Before midnight, they
came to a spot replete with pirate vessels—in all 12 boats sailed
around this vessel and their pirates clambered on board. The
scene that took place at this time was described by the wit-
nesses with all its barbaric details. The women were taken
out on the deck and raped in every conceivable manner like
amimals. The 23 men, 15 children and one woman, Do Thi
Minh, who only 20 days before had borne the child in her
arms, were taken away and forced to sit in one place to
witness the horrible scene before them. The 7 other women,
including Ms. B.T.X., who was six months pregnant, were
degraded by the pirates.

Mr. Bui Doan, 26, told us that he counted at lcast
50 pirates from the 12 boats that had pulled up alongside
the 1214, which number added to the jron boat’s crew meant
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that the women werc attacked by 70 men. The pirates did
not rape in any orderly manner, but pulled all the women out
on the floor, turned on the Lights and gathered around, laugh-
ing and joking raucously as they waited their turns. Bui
Doan reports his clear recollection that the band of pirates
from the boat #1544 were the most vicious. Their faces were
painted, leaving only the white eyes exposed and their
stripped bodies were tatooed in strange designs; one man’s
face was tatooed as well. These men wore various kinds of
unusual medals. One even wore his pistol at his side.

The women screamed in terror. The pirates, too,
roared out. The barbaric debauchery lasted all night, until
daybreak. No one could count how many fimes each of the
women had been raped, but each of the pirates had perform-
ed the act at least once. In the end, ali 7 women lay on the
deck motionless and unconscious. Among the seven were
two girls, Miss Dinh Thi Hong, 16, who had left with her
brother Dinh Van Tien, and Miss Nguyen thi Nhuong, 20,
who was with her brother Nguyen Cong Bien. The other five
women had husbands and children. All the victims were
given back to their families for care. Then the pirates return-
ed to their boats and sailed off. The pirates from the 1214
drove the refugees back onto their junk carrying with them 6
of the rape victims. The pirate leader kept Dinh Thi Hong to
take with him.

At around 7:00 a.m. on Jan. 31, the Vietnamese
junk continued its journey with only 435 people aboard. But
soon the 1214 returned and threw Dinh Thi Hong back on
their junk. The girl was barely breathing and perhaps the
pirates were afraid she would die on their boat.,

The junk sailed on for another i5 minutes or so
when the 1544 sailed up behind them and demanded Miss
Hong. She was apparently liked because she was the young-
est and the prettiest woman. The refugees pleaded with them
to let her go, but the pirates threatened to sink the junk if
the girl could not be taken, so the refugees gave in and Miss
Hong was taken away.

The tragic journcy continued and about a half hour
later, the 1214 had turned back on them once more, this
time demanding another woman, Ms. Nguyen Thi Dao,23,
who was with her husband and 2 year old son. Ms. Dao wept
bitterly and clung to her husband and child, determined not
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to go over to the pirates. Finally, Miss Nguyen Thi Nhuong,
20, the last single girl on board, had to agree to go with the
pirates to save the junk from being sunk.

In the three days that followed the junk sailed on
without further incident. At about 6:00 a.m. on Feb.2, they
came upon a ship from Singapore, but they were not picked
up. They were, however, given food, drinking water, medi -
cine, life savers and 100 liters of oil , as well as directions to
the Thai mainland.

They sailed on and at 10:00 that day they encoun-
tered two new pirate boats, one No.D879 and the other
whose number is forgotten. The scene was a repeat of what
they had experienced before—everyone was herded into the
pirate boat and inspected, but there was nothing to be found
and finally the women were gang-raped again.

This band of pirates was even more cruel than the
first. Anyone who wavered or resisted was beaten severely.
The men and youths were made to lic down on the bow and
were tied with a fishing net. They cried out in desperation,
believing they were going to be tossed into the sea. But they
were only threatened with death, beaten with a stick and
interrogated, being asked to give up any valuables still hidden
on them or their junk, but since everything had already been
taken away, there was nothing left for them to give up.

The pirates stole a Kohler 4 engine and so the junk
had only a F-8 outboard motor to run on.

The junk with 44 people was let go and before they
came to land, they were plundered and raped 4 more times
by different pirate boats.

At 8:00 p.m. on Feb. 9, they finally reached the
Thai shore. This was in the town of Sichol. They were taken
to the police to make a report and kept there for 7 days.

On Feb. 15, the 44 suffering refugees were taken to
the refugee camp at Songkhla. No one knows what has
become of the two young women taken away by the pirates.

During the seven days in Sichol, the following occur-
red:

The refugees were examined by the Thai police and
carefully investigated, with each person’s fingerprints and
detailed statement taken.

One by one the refugees were taken into a separate
room and inspected carefully from top to bottom. A few of
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them still had rings and other jewelry sown in their clothes
which the pirates had not discovered before and these were
confiscated by the Thai police. Mr. Do Quang Dung,23, a
driver, was one discontented refugee who complained about
a ring being taken away from him.

On Feb. 14, Dung was present in the police office
fo fill out his report when suddenly a policeman called ““La
Ring” slapped him twice on the face. Dung fought back and
two friends standing by, Nguyen van Nui, 27, and Nguyen
Van Don,25, tried to intervene. At once these three were set
upon by a group of Thai soldiers in paratrooper uniforms of
the American type. The refugees were beaten with sticks and
kicked in the face with hard boots until they collapsed in
front of the police station in the sight of a number of other
refugees and many Thai police officers, including the deputy
police chief, a lieutenant called “Stadi™.

The policc chief came to meet with the refugees and
sugeested they turn over their valuables for cash at a value of
300 bahts per 3.75 grams (while the official ratc of exchange
in the Songkhla market was 1000 bahts per 3.75 grams.)

Presently, the 44 refugees from the junk KG00226
are in the Songkhla camp. Ms. Do Thi Minh is with her
daughter, a baby and thc youngest boat refugee in the camp.
Ms. Bui Thi Xuan is about to deliver a child. Dinh Van Tien,
the brother of Dinh Thi Hong, and Nguven Cong Bien, the
brother of Nguyen thi Nhuong, have not yet seen their sisters,
They recently received a letter from the girls, however, a
brief note which we reprint here: “Dear Brothers and Sisters,
After being taken by the pirates, by the grace of God we are
still alive. We are now at the Satahip police station. If we
want to eat we have to buy our own food, but since we don’t
have any money, we have to ask the other rcfugees to give us
something. Just a few lines to reassure you. Your sisters,
Nguyen Thi Nhuong and Dinh Thi Hong.”

A second letter was written from the Leamsing
camp in Canthabury, saying that the girls were taken there
after 15 days of investigation at thc Satahip police station.
The girls related that after five days aboard the piratc boats,
they were abandoned on a deserted shore and picked up by
Thai police.

One part of the letter says: “‘Please give thanks to
God and if you have any moncy please send us a little. Here
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we eat what others give us, but evervone is very poor.”

Nguyen Cong Bicn showed us the letter and lament-
ed, “We don’t have anything to give them either.”

The writers have here recorded the details of this
incident, using thc namcs of the witnesses with their appro-
val. The refugees are here and have no relatives or friends
abroad and will never receive any letters. They have not
decided what country they will ask to be resettled in, and it
will take the longest for them to be resettled because they do
not meet any of the criteria for leaving the camps. They are
here, along with 5000 of their compatriots who have their
own heart-rending stories to tell. For the time being they
have forgotten the things that happened on the sea and try
to face the hardships of daily life in the refugee camp. The
writers conclude this story with a personal comment: Even
as you are reading this account, perhaps on the high seas a
similar incident is taking place right now. We wonder if there
will be any survivors to tell us the story.

*Third Incident: The Horrors on Ko Kra Island
Continue, Many People Are Thrown into the Sea to Drown.

Witnesscs: Ly Ba Hung, who left with his parents, 6
vounger brothers and sisters and a brotherindaw. His
mother and three younger ones were thrown into the sea to
drown.

The junk AG 0961, 8 meters long, 1.4 meters wide,
equipped with a small engine and a spare outboard motor, set
out from Kien Giang on Feb. 14, 1980 with 38 passengers
aboard. After three days and two nights at sea, they encoun-
tered pirates on a Thai fishing boat, No. 2523 with a crew of
11. These pirates leaped on board and stole the refugees’
valuables, then rammed into the side of the junk to crack it.
In 15 minutes, the junk listed and sank. 6 boat people were
drowned. including a 67 year-cld woman, a 20 year-old
youth, and 4 children aged 5-15. The remainder were picked
up by the piratc vesscl and taken to Ko Kra Island. About
300 meters from the island, the pirates put the women on a
small dinghy and took them ashore while the other refugees
were pushed into the sea and forced to swim. 9 people
drowned at this time, including 1 youth, 4 children and 4
women {two of whom were pregnant).

Ly Ba Hung, 24, a studcent of Business Administra-
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tion in Dalat betore 1975 and paralyzed in both legs since a
child and rclving on crutches tor mobility, when thrown into
the sea was fortunate to be able to cling to a lite saver and
after 11 hours was carricd to shore by the tide as he narrowly
escaped death. One sibling, Ly Nguyet Minh, 14, had died
when the pirates sank the junk. Their mother, Cao Nguyet
Nga, 45, and two other siblings, Ly Nguyet Phuong, 21 and 2
months pregnant, and Ly Cao Hicu, 4, drowned when they
were pushied into the sea off Ko Kra Island.

The 23 remaining boat people were kept on the
istand for 16 days while different pirate boats raided them,
torturing the men and raping the women night and day. At
this point, the plight of the boat people on Ko Kra Island is
worse than it was in Dec., 1979, which situation we reported
to vou earlier. The refugees ran out of drinking water since
the rainy season had ended and there was nothing collecting
in the hollows. Using trec branches they dug a 3 meter well
and found some black. fetid water. They used coral to filter
the water. But each time a band of piratcs came to the
island. the thieves pourcd out all their filtered water and
using the branches scattered the coral as they searched for
vaiuables they suspected were hidden there. The pirates were
also by this timec becoming familiar with the geography of the
island so that it became uvseless for the women to hide from
them, as c¢ven the most secret places were found out. And so
for the 16 day period on the island, the women were a much
sought-after prey for the piratcs, who took turns degrading
them, while the women had no where to flec and no help
from any quarter. On Mar. 3, the refugees were discovered
by the U.N. High Cominissioner for Refugee Affairs and
taken to the mainland. At this time, Ly Ba Hung is in Sonkh-
la with his father, a brother-indaw (the husband of Ly Nguyet
Phuong) and three younger siblings.

*Fourth Incident: Pirates Kidnap Vietnamese
Women on Ko Kra Island and Take Them to the Mainland for
Sexual Abusc.

Witnesses: Miss Vu Thi V.V., 18; Miss Nguyen Thi T.,

15; Miss Nguyen Thi D.. 14.

An unmarked junk 11 meters long, 1.7 meters wide
and equipped with a small cngine left Minh Hai on the night
of Feb. 15, 1980 with 26 people aboard. After three days on
the sea they encountered Thai pirates sailing on a fishing boat
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of forgotten numbcer and painted red and white. A crew of
ten pirates was on board as well as 29 other Vietnamese refu-
gees taken one week before after they had been robbed and
raped and their boat sunk. The pirate vesscl came down on
the new refugee boat and the pirates scarched it, then drove
alt the boat people on board the junk, bringing the total
number of refugees on this boat to 55. They were then
towed to Ko Kra Island. The sea was calm and only one
refugee drowned during the irip. The remaining 54 went
ashore to join the 23 relugees already there from the incident
described above, to share with them the sad scene that all
peoplc brought to the island must suffer: the men were
tortured and beaten to find oul where valuables were hidden,
the women were gang-raped by different bands of pirates,
which at the high point came to 50 different fishing boats
clustered around the entrance to the island.

After being on the island for 4 days, the girls Vu Thi
B.V., Nguyen Thi T. and Nguycen Thi D. were kidnapped by
one pirate band and taken to the mainland. This band was
led by a man named Thom, with three others: Truc, Trau
and Pui. These took the girls to a place about 30km from
Pakphanang, Nakhorn Sri Thamaraj province, where they
were kept for the pirates’ personal pleasure. By a lucky
chance, two girls, V. and F., escaped and told thc police.
They were taken to Pakphanang and later were admitted to
the Songkhla camp (Feb. 28). Miss D. was removed by the
pirates to another place near Songkhla. She, too, managed
to get to the police and asked to be rescucd and was also
taken to the Songkhla camp. Currently all three are in the

camp waiting to be resettled in a third country.
ExkE

The tragedies described above are continuations of
the general tragedy of the boat people, especially those being
held on Ko Kra Isiand. It is impossible to say with accuracy
in the early months of 1980 how many other boat people
have died at sea without leaving witnesses fo tell their story.
We only wish to relate to you certain concrete instances of
the hardships with witnesses we have interviewed here at the
Songkhla refugee camp, meeting with them directly and ob-
taining permission to use their names. We accept all respon-
sibility for everything described in this report.
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We see that the terrible situation of the boat peopie
on thc Gulf of Siam stili shows no sign of being corrected,
even by the simplest of means. Satan still resides in the hell
of Ko Kra Istand and in the meantime, the boat people con-
tinue to leave Vietnam, expecially taking advantage of the
season of calm seas.

Wc wish to send to all groups and humanitarian
organizations and to all the people of the world the urgent
and desperate plea of the boat people to be saved—not only
those now drifting on the sea, but aiso those to come.

Songkhla, Mar.25, 1980
Signed: Vu Thanh Thuy, Duong Phuc, Nhat Tien.

THE VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE AND THAI PIRATES:
THE TRAGEDY CONTINUES

Stories such as those that have already been record-
ed with their details grucsomely similar continue to be
repeated daily. Ko Kra Istand remains. Hardships still spread
over the Gulf of Siam. There are still bands of fisherman-
pirates. The stories told below differ only in the time they
each took place. The atrocitics continue one after another,
the only difference among them being the intensity of cruel-
ty which grows greater every day.

*Piratcs Enter Songkhla Camp to Kidnap Refugee
Girls,

Witness: Pham Thi H.N, 15, 2 student, who left
home with her 12 year old brother.

An unnumbered junk with 47 passengers aboard,
including 10 women, |5 children and 22 men set off from
Rach Gia on Mar. 13, 1980 and headed for Thailand. On
Mar. 15 they encountered a piratc boat, No. 1443 with 11
pirates sailing her.

The pirates drove the 47 rcfugees onto their own
vessel then rammed the junk in order to sink it. They then
siripped the refugees of all the valuables they carried on
them—gold, rings, watches, etc. After that, as usual they
separated the men into one group and divided up the women
among themselves . Pham Thi H.N. was taken into the cabin
by the pirate boss and raped there.

The situation on the boat grew very tense. Dr. Ton

30



That Liem, representing the refugees, refated that during the
night a group of youths planned to resist the pirates. There
werc 22 men, twice as many as the pirates, but the latter
had guns and knives with which they drove everyone to the
bow.

Dr. Liem necgotiated with the pirate boss: none of
the refugees there had any more gold to hand over. but if
the pirates should take them to shore, once in a camp the
refugecs would get in touch with relatives and contribute a
certain amount of gold which would be given to the pirates
in return for bringing them in safely, The pirate boss agreed
with the added condition that he take Miss N. with him. On
the night of the 16th, the boat was coming toward Ko Kra
Island when it encountered a Thai police boat and the pirates
turned away. At 2:00 am. on Mar. 17, they docked in
Songkhla. The refugecs leaped on shore and the pirates
sped away.

The refugees groped their way on this strange land
until they were taken to the police station and at noon that
day they were admitted info the refugee camp at Songkhla.

From then on, they believed, everything would go
smoothly and the refugees were swallowed up in the life of
the camp surrounded by others with similar tales to tell.

But on Mar. 30, ihe pirates came back to make the
Vietnamese fullfill their end of the bargain by handing over
the payment in gold and the girl.

Five pirates enteredthrough the back gate. There
was a guard post there and it is not clear how the piratces
could have entercd so casily. They then went through the
camp searching through every hut and lean-to with the be-
wildered refugees looking on in confusion and fear. When
they found Miss N., two of them grabbed her to pull her
along. The girl wriggled in their grasp and screamed. The
pirates were surrounded by Vietnamese youths and 2 number
of others went to report the incident to the U.N. Commis-
sioner there. The camp’s Security Dept. mobilized its force
by means of loudspeakers and the pirates who had tried to
take the girl away were caught and handcuffed, then escorted
to the station. The refugees followed in great numbers,
shouting in indignation. Ncarly everyone in the camp had
been a victim of pirates. Some of them had seen their entire
families killed and wanted to try these pirates right then and
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there to take revenge for their dead relatives. The head of
the Security Dept. had to guard the lives of the pirates all
the way to the station. From there the head of the police
station there had his men take over. The two pirates were
taken away while the other three had managed to slip back
out the same gate they had entered by.

The case is now pending in the Thaij court.

Mr. Rozumi, a Japanesc and the U.N. Commissioner
in Songkhla, ordered the establishment of a special security
force to watch out for the safety of Miss N.

The Assistant Commissioner, a Thai, promised that
the pirates would not be pardoned and that Thai law would
see that they were given a proper trial this time.

The camp boss, former Col. Lam Quang Chinh, and
his assistant, Mr. Nguyen Huu Tan, remarked that the refu-
gees were not protected by a piece of paper and that the law
did not contain a single concrete provision regarding the
security of the Vietnamese.

The previous month, 4 Thai men armed with sticks,
tood advantage of a blackout to attack 2 Vietnamese youths,
M.A.S. and B.X.H., and a girl, N.T.T.T., walking on the
beach, beating the young men unconscious and trying to take
the girl away. Miss T. cried out and the refugees nearby came
out to help her. The attackers let the girl go, but kept the
rescuers away with their sticks as they made their getaway.
This type of thing happened many times during blackouts.

Dr. Liem, spokesperson for the 47, said he never
would have believed the pirates would come right into the
camp to see that the refugees were fulfilling their end of the
agrecment, an agreement he had thought was just an empty
promise. Presently, the 47 do not want to take this to court
hecause of their feeling that this would be useless and would
only slow down their resettlement in a third country.

Miss N., 15 vears old, staying in the camp with her
younger brother, appears to have lost her senses and doesn’t

seem to understand anything, but can only cry all day long.
*kxk

*New Victims on Ko Kra Island-2 Youths are Shot
and Thrown into the Sea .
Witnesses: Ms. Vo Thi N., 40, and Miss Nguyen Thi
A.LlG.
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Junk No.KG1238, 13 meters long and carrying 42
people, left Rach Gia on Mar. 20, 1980 and sailed out for a
day before they encountered a Communist Navy vessel. The
Comminists robbed them of their valuables and then let them
go. This type of scene-refugee boats being stopped and
robbed by Communists and then released—is becoming a very
familiar one in the area.

At 3p.m. on Mar. 22, a Thai pirate boat attacked
them, searching the refugces. wrecking the motor and then
letting them go. The junk dritfted on and the next morning
the scene was repeated. The third time came that afternoon
when 2 pirate boats came upon them at once.Both vessels
had cloths spread over their bows to hide their numbers. At
the time, 3 Vietnamese youths were standing on the bow of
the junk holding out a sail. All of a sudden the pirates fired
into the three. Nguyen Van Y. ,29, was struck by a builet
and fell while his brother-indaw, Nguyen Ngoc Ly, 32, a
former air force officer, ran to break the fall. The pirates
shot him, too. Then thc¢ pirates leaped onio the junk and
threw the victims into the sea. Ly and Y., only wounded by
the gunshots, struggled to get back to the boat,but they were
beaten off by the pirates.

Everyone on the junk saw the bodies of the the two
go under.

7 year old Nguycn Thanh Thao wept bitterly to sce
her father and uncle die so tragically. Thao had eft Vietnam
with them, her mother staying behind to wait for news and
come after them.

The remaining 40 refugecs were driven onto the
pirate vessel. The men were put in the ice hold and the
women were raped. After that, they forced evervone back
on the junk and left. The refugees continued to drift without
an engine to power them. They had run out of food and
water.

On Mar. 24, they met another pirate boat. In terror
the women smeared their faces and bodies with viscous oil,
hoping in this way to repulse the pirates, but this plan did
not deter the attackers who went on with the raping. They
pounded holes in the junk, pried up boards as they searched
for hidden gold and finally took with them two girls, Nguyen
ThiA.,16,andle Thi Y., 18.

Only ten minutes later there came yet another pirate
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boat. This time after the search, they towed the refugees
to Ko Kra Island.

7 other pirate vessels were there waiting when they
arrived. What ensued could only be described as chaos. The
ditfferent bands fought over the valuables and women. The 11
women left. with ages ranging from 12-43, were the victims
oft’ the most vicious rape right on the beach when everyone
was exhausted, hungry, thirsty and sick and their bodies still
slimy with oil. '

Ms. Vo Thi N, 40, with her 2 daughters. aged 14
and 12. were all three raped at the same time. The pirates
didn’t- bother to take them off to some hidden place, but
went right ahead with their rape there on the beach in front
of everyone.

The next days, from Mar. 24 to April 1, hundreds of
pirates from numerous boat poured onto the island and
barbarous scenes took place each day: the hunting of women
and the torture of men. The women spread out, some hiding
in the jungle, some climbing the mouritain, but by now the
pirates were well acquainted with the territory and kept up
the search. Sometimes they set fire to the jungle to drive the
women out. -

A. and Y.. kidnapped by the pirates, were kept for
their captors’ pleasure as they fished and 3 days later were
taken to Ko Kra to join the other women from their junk.
There they again became victims of numberless pirates.

Miss A.. 16, her relatives still in Vietnam, had come
on the junk by herself. She tells us that immediately after
being taken away with Miss Y., the 6 pirates raped the gifls a
total of 12 times. Afterwards, A. was kept for the pirate
boss and Y. left for the other five. This went on for threc
days and nights—the pirates fished, drank wine, smoked pot
and raped. When they were satisfied, they returned the two
to Ko Kra for the other pirates te abuse.

On Apr. 1 a Thai police boat stopped at the. island
and took the refugees to PakPanang. At police headquarters
the 40 were interrogated for 10 days and accepted into the
Songkhia camp on Apr. 11.

During the ten days they were in the police station
by the dock, the refugees once spotted the very boat whose
pirates had shot the two young men and had been the first to
rape the women docked there and this the refugees reported
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to the police. But the Thai officials paid no attention to
their report and actually pressured the refugees to forget
their complaint, saying it had to be withdrawn before they
could be taken to Songkhla.

*Vietnamese Girls Are Raped, Mutilated and Their
Corpses Thrown into the Sea.

Witness: Bui Ngoc Duong, 37, former Dean of
Students at Van Hanh University in Saigon.

Mr. Bui Ngoc Duong left Vietnam with his wife and
three children on the junk numbered AG 082 with 59 other
refugees on Jan. 7, 1980. Three days out of Long Xuyen
they twice encountered Thai pirates before finally coming
ashore at the village of Maroud, Panareh districk, Pattani
province in Thailand. They remained there from Jan.11 till
Apr.4 when they were taken to the refugee camp in Songkhla,

While they were in Maroud, on the morning of Mar.
17, they were told by local police to come and claim the
body of a Vietnamese girl around 16 years of age which had
been found on shore about 2¥%km from their camp, in Ghe
Ghe village, Panareh district. Mr. Duong with about 30 other
refugees, mostly young men followed directions given by
Thai police and found the spot. They had come with axes
and shovels, incense, a pair of clothes and a nylon cloth.
Upon reaching the body, they were greeted by a most grue-
some scene: there on the sand was the naked body of a sixteen
year-old girl spread full length. Her hair was short,her eyes
had been gauged out and the sockets were deep red holes
infested with flies and other insects. One side of her mouth
had been torn revealing her teeth and blood still poured from
that wound. There were bruises on her neck arfd temples.
From her neck up, she was all black and blue. Her nipples
had been -cut off as well and her vagina was torn and filled
with bugs and pieces of the impliment they had used to cut
her up. Besides the refupees who witnessed this scene, there
were also some Thai policemen from Panareh district, a
number of Thai citizens including some military officers and
an Englishspeaking professor who resided in Maroud. After
inspecting the body, the conclusion was made by all present
that the gixl had been raped on the sea, but had probably
resisted and thus been brutally murdered and thrown into the
gulf, perhaps two days before, and now her corpse had been
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washed ashore. The number of the boat she had been on,
how many pcople were on board, what happened to them—
no one knows the answers to thesc questions. Pham Van
Liem and Nguyen Kim Cuong dressed the body and wrapped
it in the cloth they had with them. The girl was buried in a
cemetary iwo and a haif km. south of Maroud. A poplar
branch marks the grave with the words “For Freedom’s Sake™
carved on it, in memory of the tragic fate of one of their
sisters who had been murdered on the sea in the course of
sceking freedom from the Communists. There were no burial
rites other than the bitter tears of the remaining refugees. As
they passed the beach on the way back to camp, they could
still see the impression the body had madc in the sand and
the places where the blood dripping from her mouth had
stained the white beach.

This was not the first time that the corpse of a refu-
gee was discovered on the beach near Maroud. The previous
afternoon the Thai police had reported to them that there
was a 2 vear-old gitl's body found but onc kilometer from
the camp. The Vietnamese who went to look found the
body of the girl wearing a dress with a label from a tailor in
Saigon. Mr. Tran Van Quan, 49, rclates how he had left
from Binh Trieu Bridge in Saigon on Mar. 13 with 24 other
refugees in an unmarked junk 7.8m long and 1.9m wide.
After two days they encountercd Thai pirates who bore holes
in the junk in order to sink it, then began taking the refugees
to the mainland. They used a small launch to take the boat
people the itast 500m, seven refugees at a fime. In the first
trip, there were Mr. Quan and his wife and 10 year old son,
a driver and his 4 vear old son and a woman with her young
daughter. Aboul 30 meters from shore, high waves toppled
the launch and everyone drowned except Mr. Quan, who lay
unconscious on the beach. When the pirates saw the boat fhp
over, they hurried off with the other 17 refugees. While stay-
ing in the Maroud camp, Mr. Quan had been among those
who claimed the body of the baby girl, which he recognized
as the daughter of the woman who had been on the launch
with him. The girl was buried 1km from camp and according
to the local Thai peopie that place was also the burial ground
for 3 other rcfupgees whose bodies had been found washed
ashore and taken care of by the Thais.

All across the shores surrounding the Gulf of Siam
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are scattered the corpses of Vietnamese refupees who had
been raped and robbed by pirates, their boats sunk and they
Ieft to drown and be washed up on the beaches. But not
many of these bodics have been found and attended to by
the Vietnamese. And cven if they were given a proper burial,
there is no one to speak up and declare to the world the
homrors they encountered. like the teenage girl who had suf-
fered in the arms of pirates betore she was cut up and her
body thrown 1o the sca.
* kk

Currently there are 6,736 refugees in the camp at
Songkhla. Each person, each family. cach boat has its own
tragic story to tell of thicvery. rape and death on the sea, on
a desert island and in the fishing villages along the coast of
Thailand.

We were told these stories described here by eye-
witnesses now in the Songkhla camp and accept all respon-
sibility for the accuracy of the details we have presented.

We earncstly call upon the world, especially the
people of Thailand and the Thai media, to support us in
denouncing the atrocity of piracy which is growing ever
greater around us.

Songkhla; Apr.13, 1980
Signed :Vu Thanh Thuy Duong Phuc,Nhat Tien
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PETITION OF THE 157 VICTIMS OF PIRATE
ATROCITIES ON KO KRA ISLAND

To

Dr. Nguyen Huu Xuong

Chairperson of the Boatpeople $.0.8 Committee, San Diego
Mr. Vo Van Ai

Chairperson, Committee to Save the Boatpeople, Paris

with the request this petition be forwarded to the Secty.
Gen. of the United Nations, the President and Congress of
the United States Freedom and Human Rights Organizations
throughont the world, various organizations in the refugee
community and the news media, asking them to support this
petition.

We are members of a group of 157 Vietnamese
boatpeople who were the victims of pirate atrocities, having
been held for 21 days on Ko Kra Island where we were sub-
jected to robbery, torture and rape day and night throughout
the period of Oct. 29 {o Nov.18, 1979 before we were rescu-
ed by the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs who
took us to the Thai mainland, namely the town of Pakpha-
nang, Nakorn 8ri Thamaraj province.

It was here that due to the identification of some of
the pirates who dared to frcquent the police station near
where we were staying and also to the moral support of the
High Commissioner of Refugee Affairs in Thailand that we
signed statements formally accusing the pirates, not in order
to demand they be put on trial that we might obtain some
degree of personal satisfaction or revenge, but rather in order
that the light of justice in Thailand illuminate the appalling
tragedies that have occurred and are even now still occurring
in the Gulf of Siam for the Vietnamese boatpeoplc crossing
the sea in search of freedom.

But now, five long months later, there are signs that
the trial is being prolonged indefinitcly.

All this time we have been temporarily settled at the
refugee camp in Songkhla, Thailand, awaiting the conclusion
of the trial which must preceed our being resettled perma-
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nently in the United States (We have already been accepted
for resettlement by the U.S. government.)

We have believed that the delay in our being resct-
tled is an essential element and a necessary price that we have
to pay in order that, first, the people and government of
Thailand recognize and put an end to the terrible things that
are taking place in Thai territorial waters and. secondly. that
the governments and freedom and human rights organizations
across the globe see vividly the fate not only of oumelves but
of all the refugees whocame and are coming after us so that
these groups might seek a means of ending these tragedies
as soon as possible.

After a long period of waiting, however.a number of
factors have caused us to propose this petition:

1) Although we are temporarily rescttled in a refu-
gce camp within a barbed wire enclosure and under the pro-
tection of the Thai police. there have nonetheless been times
in which the pirates have taken it upon themselves to enter
our camp in broad daylight, visiting each of the shelters
housing the refugees who might be later able to identify them
and in one instance ¢ven irying to kidnap a Victnamese girl
and take her with them {(although fortunately this plan was
foiled by the timely intervention of her fellow refugees). The
most recent of these events are the incidents of Mar.30. 1980
when two pirates attempted to kidnap Miss Pham Thi Huong
Ngia and of Apr. 22, 1980 when two pirates who entered
camp were identified as having participated in the sinking of
the junk AG 0961 at which time 15 refugees were killed.
These incidents have been reported to the Thai police by a
committee of camp representatives, but as of yet we have not
witnessed any measures to greater cnsure the security of the
refugees in the camp. As a result, the 157 refugees invoived
in the formal accusation of certain pirates in connection
with atrocities live in the constant fear that retaliation by the
pirates can occur at any time and we have no idea how we
will fare if things such as these infiltrations continue to take
place.

2) Following the 21 days of abuse on Ko Kra Island,
the refugees fell into a state of physical and moral degenera-
tion. Add to that the five months of waiting for a trial and
the poverty and suffering which are part of life in a refugce
camp (most of us having no recourse to relatives outside for
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help} and you can imagine the condition of our health. We
are especially concerned for the women among us who are
now victims of diseases brought about by the violence of the
pirates. In spite of the devoted care of the medical personnel
here, these discases continue to worsen because of the poor
health of our women,exhibiting grave symptoms both physi-
cal and psychological.

3) Our women have become exhausted totally by
being called up by the court for examination, being reques-
ted to appear again the next month or being informed their
testimony has been delayed for one month and then
another.. We¢ feel that as a result of the tragedy on Ko Kra,
the most painful wounds suffered by these women are emo-
tional ones and all of us desire that this horrible past be put
out of their minds soon. But the actions of the court conti-
nue torecall these terrible scenes to them, greatly disturbing
the minds of these pitiable women. Many have already
shown signs of mental breakdown—some by trying to commit
suicide by drowning themselves in the sea in order to end
once and for all their protracted agony.

E

It is based on these practical considerations that we
reluctantly offer this petition, earnestly beseceching you to
consider cur suffering on Ko Kra Island and our present diffi-
culties as we await the conclusion of the trial and asking you
to usc your extensive influence to campaign for our depar -
ture from Thailand so that we may resettle permanently as
soon as we can. It is not that we wish to give up on the trial
before it is over, but rather in order that we may be able to
restore our physical and mental health and ensure our per-
sonal safety during the time we await the next convening of
the court.

It is our hope that while assimiiating ourselves to
our new lives, in a new environment and with better living
conditions we will recover our health and mental alacrity so
that we may perform our role as witnesses in a confident and
clear -minded manner.

We solemnily pledge that no matter where we are
reseitled, when we are called upon by the Thai court and
have the financial means to do so, we will rcturn to Thailand
for the convening of the court, fecling as we do that the in-
formation we may provide as witnesses will cause the trial to
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be carried out more cfficiently and bring about a ruling of
the court that will be full of true justice—an objective we
sincerely aspire to.

We hope that yvour deep appreciation of the trage-
dies of not only ourselves but also zll the Vietnamese boat-
people who have been and are now victims of pirates will
persuade you to accept this petition we have outlined above.

We send you our deepest and most sincere gratitude.

Songkhla, Thailand, May 7,1980

Signed: Nhat Tien

*This paper is presented and forwarded by the victims of Ko
Kra Island.

AN OPEN LETTER FROM SONGKHLA

To
Boat People S.0.S Comnittee

Please forward this to the Vietnmese communities and news-
papers

To All Of You,

I'm writing this letter from hut No.25, one among
41 rows of huts in the refugee camp inSongkhla, Thailand.
I’'m sitting on a woodcn bed held fogether by slais. Nearly
the whole extent of the bed is soaked with rain and I’m curl-
ed up to keep the drops from {he leaky leaf roof from falling
on my head. [ sit here writing this letier and waiting for the
morming to come because there’s no dry place left for me to
lie down to get some sleep. 5till, I’'m luckier than a lot of
my fellow refugees in the camp, since at least I have a hut to
stay in. Many others have it harder, cating and slecping out-
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doors for lack of adequate shelter. When the rains come, like
this one, they’re huddled up together in the cramped quarters
of a poor church with its simple lcaf walls. sagging roof
and no dccoration other than its wooden slats. _

The rainy season in Thailand has only just begun.
This new rain will last but a few hours. For the next few
weeks it will rain for 3 to 4 days at a stretch without any let-
up. I can’t imagine what will bccome of the more than 6000
refugees here. One night last week, early in July, we had a
storm with a heavy wind. How those cold, bitter winds must
bave bitten the flesh of the voung ones who have only been
in camp a short while, how much it must have made them
shiver. Maybe in a week or two they’ll be given a thin blan-
ket—-not one apicce, but one for three people. These blankets
come from the charities, including contributions by many of
our compairiots collected in fund drives by newspapers.
Many nights I've seen the children huddled on top of gunny
sacks along the barbed wire lence on the beach. If a storm
should come. these kids, like everyone else, jump up and
scurry for shelter till the rain is over.

Last night the wind blew the roofs off some of the
dilapidated huts. The people in huts 12,17 and 26 were
suddenly exposed to the violent storm when their huts were
blown down. Clothes, belongings and even people tumbled
about in the rain. A lot of other huts won’t make it past the
next storm because of their poor statc of construction.
This squalid environment is home for countless scrawny,
feeble frames. There’s no telling how many of ocur compat~
riots are not eating well. But by the meagre rations we’ve
been given (one family of five shares three fish half the size
of vour hand for 2 mcals. or some days the fare changes and
70 people share a chicken for one day) and also by the pale,
gaunt faces, the bony shoulders, the scrawny arms, I can see
clearly that many people here are not getting financial help
from the outside. We all simply hope for our rice and fish
from the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs and
then we have to worry about how to come up with kindling
to cook that rice and fish, which is a problem in itself, al-
though once in a while, on rare occasions cach person is given
one kilo of coal. As for stoves, pots, pans, bowls and chop-
sticks, salt and fish sauce, that’s up to each refugee to take
carc of for him-or herself. This is the plight of the over 6000
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refugees here, not counting a small minority who have re-
latives sending meney to help them out.

In an open letter we all signed and sent to the Pope
in Rome in May of 1980, we included the moving statement:
“Here we lack all the essentials for living as a human being.
We are not living here-rather, we are just trying to survive.”

Indeed, this struggle to survive is like tottering at
the gates of hell or on the brink of the abyss. Here we do not
have life, since real human life is not sharing our rice bowls
every day with black flies and our wooden beds with bedbugs,
enduring rainy nights and blistering hot days by trying to
find cover beneath tattered leaf roofs with a crowd of others.
It’s all just an existence fighting for breath on the border of
true life—and it can be found not just here but in all the
camps in Southeast Asia. At the same time I must also add
that although this is hell for the survivors, it is still a thou-
sand times—nay, a million times better than the hell erected
for us by the Communists at home, with its frequent arrests,
imprisonment and exile, the physical as well as mental tor-
ment, where a person sinks continually deeper into shame
and misery with no hope of escaping this as long as the Com-
munists are still there.

Having reached the port to Freedom, we have the
right to hope in the future. But in the days and months of
waiting, wasting away, in the refugee camp, the lives of our
fellow refugees will no doubt be less agonizing if all those
who left before us, already secure in their new lives, would
look back to sympathize with us, to share with us by sacri-
ficing one part of their income to contribute to a rescue fund.
Surely by doing this you will remove vour fellow refugees
far from the abyss of suffering. Children and babies will not
shiver in the nights, unprotected against the cold winds.
Women will not crouch lamentably not only from fits of ex-
haustion after having been victims of violence on the sea, but
as well from struggling against want and total physicatl deple-
tion.

Dear Friends,

The scene we have described above is but the plight of those
lucky enough to have reached shore and are waiting to reset-
tle in a third country.
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Prior to this, nearly all of us have had to pass through
horrible tragedies on the sea. By our statistics, gathered on
our own by boat people presenily in the camp, in May of this
year altogether 41 new boais arrived at the camp, out of
which 36 (88%) had becn attacked by pirates. In June the
number was 36 boats, 35 of which had been attacked (97%).
Behind these cold, dry facts is hidden how much suffering
and humiliation? The terrible details of these tragedies have
been recounted over and over again in the indictments now
being printed in the papers...perhaps to the point of being
almost dull and commonplace, But the fact remains that
these stories are still something new for each boat, each
family that comes across the open sea. Every day, every hour
there are bands of vicious devils ready Lo strike, leaping and
screcaming onto the motionicss bodies of innocent women
already unconscious on the deck, ready to start their motors
so that their sturdy boats can ram the fragile vessels of the
refugees, ready to throw innocent babies into the sea, ready
to use haminers and axes to drive the boat people into the
sea...

We here have wept with all our feelings for such
tragedies that continuc to occur on the sea and which we
know will occur again often in the future. And we here must
personally greet cach day our fellow refugees coming in—or
more accurately, to greet thosc just come back from the
grave as they climb up the shore in ragged and lilthy clothes,
and the many who have nothing but the clothes on their
backs. Wc meet the rickety boats bearing from the sca babics
lying motionless from exhaustion in the trembling, bony
arms of their mothers. The women look bewildered, ashen
and lifeless, the horrible events that took place during their
journeys imprinted on their laces in shame and hurt. Most
painful of all is witnessing the boats in which all the women
arc unable to move from having been raped so many times.
These women we take to the dispensary, one litter following
upon ancther in a somber line passing groups of fellow refu-
gees who have come to watch them, no one speaking, no one
daring to make a sound, not even a small one, Silence enve-
lops us all in that sad scene, 2 quiet replete with hurt, misery
and frustration that no onc nced tell another as everyone’s
eycs are brimming with tears. That image follows us cvery
hour, every minuftc. evervwhere we go. We try to eat, but get
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a feeling like our insides are being chafed with salt. At night,
asleep, we can still hear the heart-rending screams of the
young girls being used in the arms of those devils and can see
in our dreams the hands waving helplessly just above the sur-
face of the water and the waves covering their heads and
finally them all sinking in the wide ocean. It is here at Song-
khla, or Leamsing, or Sikhiu, or Trengganu, or Pulau Bidong,
Pulau Tengah, or any other refugee camp in Southeast
Asia. The milicu of suffering, separation, hurt, shame, of
deprivation and sickness serves to trouble and pain all those
who now live a secure new life and who share the suffering
and hardships of their compatriots.

We ask you to please stand up and do something to
alleviate the deprivation of the refugees in the camps 50
that piracy will come to an end and so that the sea devils will
not be allowed to continue their savage screams over the
bodies of the Vietnamese women and children or to viciously
throw your fellow refugees into the sea.

Please do something.

We do not want this to be a desperate call to awaken
vour pity. Rather, we raise our voices in a cry, a demand
that everyone pay a debt of the heart. [t is the debt of those
who for freedom left their homes and died silently and
solemnly on the Eastern Sea. On behalf of these courageous
and silent deaths for the sake of freedom (a freedom which
we now enjoy), we must do something for those coming after
us. We feel that this would be the best mcans of honoring
the memory of the lost ones, some of whom are our own
loved ones and friends, and the others at least our fellow
Vietnamese.

Songkhla, Thailand
July 10, 1980
signed: Nhat Tien
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REPORT ON THE KO KRA TRIAL

il

Pirates, Wiinesses, The Thai Court
The Most Recent Developments Concerning Piracy
On The High Seas And The Plight Of The Boat People
In The Refugee Camps

Dear Friends,

We are witnesses in the trial involving 157 boat refugees who
had been detained on the island of Ko Kra by pirates and
who later accused by name certain of those pirates whom we
recognized in the vicinity of the police station of Pakpanang,
Nakorn Sri Thamaraj province in South Thailand, charging
them with certain crimes committed against us
on the island.

_ During the time the trial dragged on (from Novem-
ber 1979 to June 1980), newspapers and magazines published
accounts of the tragedies, not only of the 157, but of nearly
all the boat refugees who have left their country seeking free-
dom.

All of you, the commnunications media, various
organizations and groups, high school and college students,
individuals in different departments and the government and
our fellow refugees in the U.S. and abroad, assisted by raising
vour voices, utilizing various and sundry methods to see the
trial be brought to a conclusion and to apply pressure en the
Thai government to bring the crime of piracy to a swift end.
We wish to express our sincere gratitude for your sympathy,
your sense of sharing and your assistance all throughout the
course of the trial while we were being detained in the refu-
gee camp at Songkhla.

Now that our role in Thailand is completed, we have
left that country to resettle and we feel we have a responsibi-
lity to report to the world about the Ko Kra trial and at the
same time, having witnessed what transpired here, we wish to
report further the most recent news concerning the scourge
of piracy on the seas. It is not our ambition to relate every
incident, each painful circumstance encountered by all the
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boat refugees. However, we hope that our tiny voice raised
in conjunction with the voices of the victims and witnesses
will be sufficient to describe the frightening tragedies that the
Vietnamese boat people have endured, are enduring and shall
continue to endure on their flight from the Communists in
search of freedom.
Qur report is composed of three parts:
A. the report on the Ko Kra trial.
B. a description of the robbery and violence on the
sea up to July 1980, as recorded at the camp in
Songkhla, Thailand, and some suggestions by
ourselves on how to deal with it.
C. a description of the material and psychological
and emotional conditions of the refugees in the
camps and the deep aspirations of those people.

PART A: THE KO KRA TRIAL

The atrocitics of the pirates committed against the
157 victims on Ko Kra island during 21 days (from Oct.29 —
Nov. 18,1979 } can be summarized as follows:

1) driving 17 people into the sea 300 meters from
the island shore so that they drowned,

2) raping the women in a most barbarous and brutal
manner continuously night and day for the duration of the
time we were on the island.

3) setting fire to the brush to force the women in
hiding there to flee into the open and thus searing the back
of an 18 year old girl,

4} degrading and torturing the men in all possible
ways: choking them with fishing lines, hanging them upside-
down from trees, breaking their heads open with axes and
then thrusting them head-first into fire, throwing people
from high rocks down the mountain slope to the beach,
threatening by placing guns to their temples then firing just
beside the head, as well as beating and other acts of violence,

5) using pliers and axes to pry out gold teeth and
seizing other articles, including clothing.

When we wcre rescued by the UN. High Commis-
sioner for Refugee Affairs and taken to the police station
at Pakpanang district, a group of 7 pirates (out of the hun-
dreds who came to do violence on the island} happened by
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the place where we were temporarily staying so that we
recognized them and got the police to arrest them. We asked
to have these men taken to court, not with the intention of
gaining any personal revenge, but in order that the Thai go-
vernment and the people of the world learn of the woeful
plight of all the boat refugees in hopes that the {ragedies on
the sea would be stopped because of this.

By Thai law, we were not permitted to be plaintiff,
but the trial proceeded with the pirates as defendents, the
government as plaintiff and we as witnesses. Our actual role
we were not informed of at once, but rather, several months
passed before it was made clear to us.

in the situation described above, our trial proceeded
in two stages.

*First Stage: The report by the Pakpanang police,
which took ten days, from Nov.18—28. DPuring this time,
some of the victims offered to testify witnesses to identify
the 7 pirates taken by the police. Other victims, since they
were not direct witnesses, were not examined. The Thai
police concluded their investigation, made their reports, took
pictures with the pirates and finally the witnesses signed their
statements. We should note that during the 10 days at Pak-
panang, we felt pressure from the Thai police and relatives of
the captured pirates, in the form of threais of death, the
spreading of rumors that the trial would drag on to delay
our resettlement and promises of money if we would drop
the charges. But we paid no heed to these attempts to
influcnce our attitude and we remained steadfast in our posi-
tion, despite our disappointment in seeing that only 8 days
later the captured pirates were released and some of them
later reappeared at the police station to taunt us.

*Second Stage: The provincial court at Songkhla
took up the case, which continued from December 1979
until we left the camp (early July, 1980), all during which
time we had to remain in the temporary resettlement camp.
Beginning in June, 1980, each month the witnesses were
called up by tha court to be questioned or told there would
be a postponement for another month, and then another
month...

The court never called all the witnesses together in
one session, but instead, broke them up into small groups of
one or two people. Ostensibiy, the Thai court felt that for
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each group of victims bringing a case against the pirates the
court would convene scparately for that group of witnesses.
But in reality, this was a deliberate attempt to divide the trial
into many small components, each unrelated to any other, in
order to diminish the intcgrity of the trial.

And so, every month the witnesses were called on to
testify, one person each day, each on a separate day. All the
court scssions were the same,with the witness being examined
then sent home to be cxamined further the next month or
else be told her testimony would not be required for another
month.

Each time the court convened, there were in atten-
dance: the presiding judge, the prosecutor, the attorney for
the defence, the witness and a Thai-Vietnamese interpretor.
We never saw one of the defendents there to confront the wit-
nesscs nor was ther any attorney for the witnesses. (Only in
the end. in the final sessions of the court in June and early
July,was thers a famous Thai lawyer representing the U.N.IH.
C.R.A. in his testimony.} All sessions were conducted in this
manner, not just one. The judge took the witnesses’ testimo-
ny merely in order to complement the court’s file.

However, the attorney present for the defence inti-
midated the witnesses. This advocate contrived a number of
questions that had nothing to do with the trial, for example:
In Vietnam. what street did you live on? In what province?
What job did yvou have? Were you good at your job? How
many vears experience did you have? What was your salary?
Do you have many friends? What kind of people are they?
Why did vou leave Vietnam?

Or if the questions were relevant to the trial, they
were malicious, in the order of : When vou were raped, did
you scrcam? How did you scream? Show us exactly how
you screamed at that time. Tell us explicitly what the rapist
did to you. Was there a moon out at the fime? Did the
moon rise on your left or your right? etc.

Questions of this sort wcre asked throughout the
8 hours of the session, except for an hour’s break for lunch.
The witnesses were made to stand in the dock, in accordance
with court procedures,and there was no chair for them to sit
on. Fatigued, expended, humiliated, sore, crushed and anger-
ed—these feelings trespassed upon the depressed and hopeless,
cnfeebled and diseased victims, bringing them o a state of
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total collapse and [illing them with fear and apprehension
cach time they were called testify. I indeed the intention
was (o nnistreat the witnesses as a means of cocrcing them to
abandon their attempts to try the wronsdoers. then the court
al Songkhla reached eminence in the technique of breaking
i person down.  Along with that, the defence attorney tried
to buy oil the witnesses night there in the courtroom: drop
the charges and vou'll be compensated monetarily, if not, it
will be a long time before vou can leave the country 1o re-
setrle.

This was the pattern of trial that all the witnesses
cxperienced and it lasted from January to May 1980,

At the end of June, due to the intervention of the
UNILC.R.A. there was a UN. lawver present and the ses-
sion no lonser dragged on in this absurd manner. Each ses-
sion was concluded in short order in 2 hours. These were the
sessions of June 30, July 2 and 3 and July 30. At the end of
cach session. the judge handed down his ruling for cach group.

The term “ruling”™ means the court declared it no
longer needed the witnesses to be present. They could leave
Thatland without hindering the court’s processes. I-rom that
point. 1L was an affair of the Thai government as plaintiff
and the pirates as defendents. Whether the plaintiff wished
{0 prosceute or not, and it so in what manner. only it knew
and no outsider could mterfere. That is the Tha law, that 1s
the form they carried on in. while the witnesses could de-
mand nothing, nor even force the government 1o make public
ils decision.

With a trial of this nature. the victim-witnesses no
longer had any reason to renn in Thaaland. They had fufill-
vd their responsibility courageousty ., enduring their situation
to the utmost.  In the 8 months time, not one had been
absent from courl even a single time when called to testify.
And thoueh broken down in body and mind. and despite
having borne threats, pressures and bribe attempts, they
never trom the starl betraved their testiimony.  This says
much for those who. during the entire time from the opening
of the trial £l the day the UN.H.C.K.A. gave them permiis-
sion to leave. had become prisoners behind four rows of barb
il wire that surrounded the Songkhla camp. living in want
ad misery. while the accused pirates could do as they pleas-
ed outside the dominion of the law.
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We predict that. if made 1o bear pressure from the
outside world. in another few months the Tha sovernment
will publish its ruling on the Ko Kra trial. symbollicully.
silently—just as in ecarly Junc the Songkhla court handed
down for the first time a sentence of 824 veurs agaimal ano-
ther band of pirates, These pirates had raped a 2ood number
of women on Ko Kra Island in January 1980, includinga 12
year old girl who was thus dewraded to death. Wihen the ver-
dict was announced {as related by Voice of Amernica. based
upen a story trom the Bankok Post). the victims had arcady
been resettled in West Germany.  As lor those who died
wretchedly, never were the names of their relatives mention-
ed and. of course, there was no compensation for the hapless
refugees.

From the painful experiences extracted from the
trial, we can make the following ohservations:

1}y The Thai government is not really concerned
about the tragedies caused by the pirates against the Viet-
namese refugees, to the point of nol even sympathizing with
or comforting the victims. While suffering caused by their
own countrymen spreads through the camp. no organization,
be it voluntary or governmental. has sone to the camps lo
meef the victims to comtort them or ofter assistance, not to
speak of siding with the victims belore justice.

2) The fostering of piracy has its origin. as the news
media has already statedyin the Thai government’s dosire to
discourage the Vietnamese boat relugees Irom coming to
Thailand by permitting improper behavior by the pirates.

3) the Thai government’s complaint that itis power-
less in the face of the pirates and that it does not have the
means fo stop them is merely an excuse For ovading their
responsibility.  In fact. the pirates are not well-equipped or
well-arnmed.  In most cases they caery only axes and daggers.
Somwe have pistols. shotguns or old rilles of the ancient
French style. It is our beliel that the Thai police with only
smull boats like the fishing boats and armed with a few
MIGs can tuke care ol all or at least the majority of the
pirate vessels on the sea. The pirates are cowanrds. They
attack only those refugees whom they know are unarmed and
exhausted i body and spirit from hunger. thirst and storms
on the open sca.  And bosides. almost no relugee boat s
vquipped with weapons tor  sell=defence. except tor a very
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rare few and in those instances the refugees escaped the
atrocities of the pirates, though they met many of them on
their journey. And among the pirates, most are just ordinary
fishermen who take to piracy when the opportunity arises.
There are a few professional brigands with lowdspeakers and
English translators. The danger is that in acquiring wealth by
preying on the refugees, they attract more and more fisher-
men to their atrocious behavior and bring back bestiality to
the traditionally gentle nature of the Thai people.

To wind up this section of the report on the Ko Kra
trial, we have made the following conclusions:

1) In running through this trial for 8 months, al-
though we did not get a concrete verdict by the court, none-
theless, through this process and with the support and assis-
tance of the news media and efforts from many quarters, the
plight of the boat refugees has been clearly brought to the
attention of the general public. Many have died before us
in silence and bitter shame. Their relatives spoke of them,
the newspapers mentioned their fates, but because the wrong-
doers had not been apprehended, the voices of the victims
were lost and forgotten. Now, however, the Thai government
cannot deny the concrete evidence laid before if. And this
point is worth mentioning: our prime goal has been achieved
because of the active assistance of every arena, every organi-
zation around the world.

2) This action by us with the assistance of the news
media and people all over the worid can only be of benefit to
the refugees coming after us if the struggle against the pirates
continues to push hard to the end. If after we are gone the
public sinks into apathy and no one cares any more, like
leaving a play after the final curfain, indeed it will bring for
our compatriots following us sad- consequences contrary to
what we desire. The pirates will run wild, with the fostering
of the Thai government, even while the whole world rails
against them. They will turn around and retaliate against
the boats coming after by theirr wicked and unconscienable
actions: robbing and pillaging, rape, and finally the elimina -
ting of the victimms by throwing them into the sea in order to
destroy the evidence of their misdeeds. We beg each and
evgry one of you to be concerned about that danger, that by
pooling our strength we may find the means to stop them
before it is too late.. Presently, the East Sea is entering on the
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rainy season and perhaps the number of refugee boats will
diminish. But in the beginning of next vear, without a doubt
the Gulf of Siam will again be swarming with Vietnamese
refugees seeking freedom. And it is not unlikely that they
too wiil fall into the thick nets laid by the Thai pirates.

Until then, do we have enough time to deal with the
piracy problem? We believe in the days to come, the efforts
will continue everywhere and we hope that by relying on the
firm and active spirit of struggle of all people our goal can be
achieved.

PART B: PILLAGE AND VIOLENCE ON THE SEA
UPTOJULY 7, 1980, AS RECORDED
IN THE REFUGEE CAMP IN SONGKHLA

During the time we have been temporarily settled in
the refugee camp in Songkhla, we have learned (through the
newspapers) about certain real successes in many areas in the
struggle against piracy. Of special note is a patrol boat given
by the U.N. and other organizations to the Thai government
to keep the pirates off the sea. But as we stated earlicr, see-
ing that the Thai government is not inclined to resolve this
problem, no matter how many boats you give them, their use
will only be a formality and for all practical purposes the
pirate plague will remain with us. We feel that only when the
Thai government is moved to suffering and compassion for
those who have died ignominously on the sea, for the women
and girls subjected to violence in the arms of the pirates—only
then will they realize the spirit of Altruism,Wisdom and
Courage of the Buddhist tradition, longstanding in their
country, and only then will the pn‘acy problem be dealt with
an active manner.

At Songkhla, we had to opportunity to meet with
the new boats coming into camp. Nearly all these boats had
left Vietnam since the beginning of 1980, especially between
March and June, when the sea was in its peaceful season. The
Gulf of Siam at that time is like a lake and as well during that
period there were palpable measures being taken by the out-
side world to assist in opposing the pirates. . Nonetheless,
Vietnamese boats continued to be attacked, refugees were
thrown into the sea, women were raped, people were taken
to Ko Kra to be abused en masse. On the average, each boat

53



was robbed about 5 times, some as many as 24 times. The
record tor one boat is 47 times. This speaks something about
the nature of the activities of the Thai pirates. Each attack
was simply a repetition of the scene before: they drove the
refugees onto thetr boat and divided them into two groups,
men and women (many pirates drove the men into the ice
hold--for preserving fish— and some men died from being kept
there too long): then came the painstaking search, the tearing
up ol the boat te look for hidden gold: many pirate gangs
coming later went on with their search and destruction very
patiently. in hopes of discovering a hiding place that the
other gangs had missed, causing a lot of refugee boats to be
so riddhed with holes that they began to sink; sometimes the
later gangs, upon linding nothing left worth taking. rammed
the refugec boat until it ruptured or turned over: everything
aboard hixl been cleaned up: gold, jewelry. money. watches,
clothes, the boat’s compass. repair tools, the boat engine,
cven smisoline and oil; food and water were dumped over-
board as the pirates searched for gold; finally came the rape
of the women. even of girls around 11 or 12, Often after
severad such attacks the boat degressed to a most pitiful state:
loles were plugged up with clothes and water had to be bail-
vd out vonstantly while everyone on board was ncarly cx-
hausted. with no tfood or water and no way to power their
craft. Like ghost vessels they drifted over the broad Gulf of
Siami. They might drown forever in the great sea with no one
surviving to tell their tragic tale. Some junks were towed by
the pirates up to within a few kilometers from shore and then
the cable was cut and the refugees were abandoned in the
water.  Using planks from their frcedom boat, they rowed
toward land. Many times, 100-200 mcters from shore, they’d
be surrounded by smaller Thai fishing boats whose sailors
hoped to find any last valuables before the refugees came in.
In other instances, after the refugees had alrcady landed,
they were taken out by the local populace and searched while
they stood exhausted and faint from hunger, thirst and weari-
ness.  In other, sadder, situations, some local Thai youths
shot and killed refugees and raped the women by night.
When the refugees are taken from the beach to the local
sovernment headquarters, youths might come to search them,
touching the women’s bodies in an offensive manner, even in
broad daylight and right in view of the police and local
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people (thus has not been meationed belore by us since it did
not seem us serious as the gang rapes whivh also occurred ).

in touchmg on these dismal topics, we are not trving
to generalize the blame or deny the many mstances in which
the local people came to the beach (o try and help the
retbgees when they arrived.  Such kind-hearted individuals
vooked rice gruel. built fires, and sought ways to contact the
Thai government in order to facilitate the transter ot the re-
fugees to the camps.  According to our statistics. in May
1980 the boats that came to Songkhla had been robbed at sca
a total of 117 times. while on only Y occasions did the local
people rob themon shore. However, when speaking ol good
and evil, helping versus taking away, in Thailand it appears
the people are either all good or all bad with no mixtures of
both—good people did good, bad people continued 1o do
evil. No one scemed to be aftected or moved by another.
Indifferently, cvervone simply tulfilled his or her own res-
ponsibility in a cold manner. Permit me to describe to you
here the bitter and paintul image of a number of refugees
coming ashore. First, they were concentrated in one place
by the local populace. Up 1o 100 people gathered around the
refugees. Old women brought baskets of bread or cakes 1o
distribute among them. In the meantime came 50-70 mcn,
forcing all the women and girls to stand straipht up with their
hands held high in the air so that these men could leel them
freely along their entire bodies. magine a young girl. star -
vingand ncarly exhausted. one hand clutchimg at a basker of
cakes that an old woman was bringing by. tears flowing as
she devours the food with her other hand raised to gratify the
Thai youths who acted as they wished. What could be more
painful, provoking and bitter?

This is the general plight of about 80% of the Viet-
namese junks that arrive at Songkhla. Most of the other
20% endure even greater hardships. These arc the refugecs
taken by pirates to Ko Kra Island. Some 300mveters trom the
island’s shore, the men are pushed overboard to swim ashore
while the women and children are mostly taken in small
dinghies. Many, of the refugees drown at this point. The sur-
vivors endure further terrifying and horrible ordcals, which
we have reported to you in our previously published indict-
ments. These sad people are forced to suffer in this manner
until discovered and rescued by the U.N. High Commissioner
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for Refugee Affairs.

A very rarc few junks have had the good fortune to
come across West German oil rigs in the Gulf and they en-
countered no difficulties as long as they never encountered
any pirates. A number of Vietnamese junks came upon oil
ships only after they had alrcady been battered by the pirates.
One exceptional and uniquely painful circumstance concern-
ed the junk AG0O961 of onc Ly Ba Hung, a student of econo-
mics and politics at Dalat before 1975, with 36 others aboard.
This boat was out at sea for two days when they came upon
an oil rig. The ship’s captain, however, tricked them, guiding
the boat toward the mainland, then abandoning it after a few
kilometers. The junk was taken by pirates to Ko Kra for 15
days and 15 victims died from drowning when they were
thrown into the sea.

Below is a table of statistics that we have made with
the assistance of the population of the Songkhla camp, ma -
king contact with the junks just arriving in May, June and July
of 1980:

MAY JUNE
*no. junks arriving at camp................... 41 36
* no. junks robbed............cccoocenmnnnann... 36(88%) 35(97%)
*total number robberies___........ {land) 117
204
{sea) 9
*no. junks taken to Ko Kra......................5(12%} 1{3%)
*total no. boatpeople arriving in camp 1515 1341
*total NO. WOMEN.cooeii e ieeeereeeccceeanees 384 440
*NO. WOMEN FAPed......coeeveveereeevrvrsnenns 92(24%) 55(13%)
*no. people died or lost at sea................. 70 3

In July we can see that the number of boats dimini-
shed and this is probably due to any of three reason:1)From
the beginning of July, storms began on the Gulf, some of
them of high magnitude. It is possible the Vietnamese them-
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selves voluntarily cut back on the number of escape attempts
as they wait for the sea to calm next year before venturing
out. 2) Reverberations of the pirate atrocities in the Gulf of
Siam may have echoed to Vietnam, inducing potential refu-
gees to alter their route of escape, heading straight for Malay-
sia. Singapore or Indonesia and avoiding the more dangerous
Gulf area. 3) During the month of June the number of re-
fugees staying in Songkhla grew to at one time 7,000 and
new arrivals had to sieep anywhere they could outside while
the UN.H.C.R.A. put the lid on the number of new people
who could enter the camp. This has resulted in many refu-
gees temporarily staying in remote districts in Southern
Thailand while awaiting permission to come to the settlement
camp. The statistics for July, then, will not accurately reflect
the true number of junks coming ashore at Thailand for that
month.

I think I should also say that we, the boat people in
the Songkhla camp, believe the statistics we developed and
quoted above reflect the truth, although their degree of
accuracy cannot be absolutely determined, due to the cau-
tion of many refugees just arriving. We carried out our re-
search by talking directly with thc witnesses as soon as they
arrived. While the UN.H.C.R.A. prepared similar statistics,
we feel their personnel encountered more difficulties in ga-
thering the data since new arrivals arc not inclined to report
officially to the U.N. about their journey. The simple reason
for this is that they are afraid this will protract their stay at
the camp, as it did for the 157 Ko Kra victims. Their only
hope is to reseitle as soon as possible. How many pirate
atrocities have been immersed in the darkness of conceal-
ment or suppression?

To bring an end to the tragedies of these boat refu-
gees, we call upon all organizations, groups and individuals to
combinc their strengths to begin a firm and committed
movement, based on the following fundamental points:

1) Do not associate the piracy in Thailand with the
beautiful tradition of the Thai people or with the policy of
the Thai government toward the boat people, We are ever
grateful for the Thai government’s policy of accepting refu-
gees so that the refugees have a temporary haven before their
resettlement in a third country. The authorities in Singaporc
and Malaysia have ruthlessly shut their doors and towed
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boats outside their territorial witers except when they are
rescued by a foreign ship and their reseitlement is guaranteed.
Meanwhile. when Victnanmiese boats come ashore in Thailand.
all the refugees are allowed to immigrate tfor temporary re-
settlement in the refugee camps. This measure had opened a
pathway to life for many Vietnamese boat people, even
though carlier they had 1o endure the uncouniable horrors of
the pirates. If we are not prudent in our attitude toward the
Thai government, they may take winbrage and declare they
will 110 longer accept refugees. causing the plight of the boat
people to beconwe even more miserable.

2) In our struggle against piracy, we cannot separate
it from its basic source: the impoverished Vietnamese society
where the Communists miastreat people on the Ievel of ani-
mals, taking away all their basic rights, such as the right to
live. to work according to one’s ability and personal interest,
to reside where one wished. to come and go as one pleases, to
express one’s thoughts and all other areas of life that are
contained in the sacred meaning of the word “human”. Hav-
ing had 5 vears experience living vnder a Communist society,
we may aftfirm thal as long as the Communists are in Vietnam,
people will be losing their homeland right within their coun-
trv and against their will ihey will have to leave and thus the
iragile, ragged band of boat people will continue to set out
by the sea. With this. the mileau of pirate activity will continue
to have an opportunity to flournsh.

As the whole Vietnamese comumunity utilizes all its
etforts to rcalize its lofty goal of resistance and the restora-
tion of national sovereignty and of returning home, and
because piracy remains one great calamity for our compatri-
ots now drifting on the high seas or preparing to do so, we
have to sce the objective of confronting the pirates as a major
responsibility we must take on, not just for the victims and
the relatives of those who have died on the sea, but for every-
one, for all organizations and communities, in the name of
humanity and progress.

We would like to suggest 2 number of measures you
might take to continue the struggle:

1) Actively continue to try and influence the U.N_,
the people and governments of the world and especially intel-
lectuals, artists and the news media of Thailand so that they,
too, can share our grave concern for the tragic fate of the
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boat people and give us real influence with the Thai autheri-
ties in this manner in order to diminish the strength of piracy
in the Gulf of Siam.

2) Push so that the U.N. opens an international con-
ference on piracy, so that from therc, with the benefit of the
prestige and office of the U.N., many countries having the
good will to resolve this problem will be able to directly take
part in the task of patrolling the Gulf of Siam by supporting
a U.N. military force, for example, which will not interfere
with Thai internal affairs. Many Vietnamese in different
countries have aready expressed their willingness to partici-
pate in such a force and mercly await the opportunity to go
into action.

3) Act so that the United States steps up its sca
patrols by ihe 7th Fleet to discover in time and have the
means to rescuc the boat people in dire straits.

4) Ask the U.S. government to give more concern to
the refugee problem, through such measures as guaranteeing
with the Singapore povernment that they will transport all
boat pcople on any foreign vessel to refugee camps in Thai-
land. Malaysia or Indonesia, while forcign delegations choose
them for resettlement, just as in the case of junks that go
straizht to Thailand without being picked up by a ship. In
this way, the junks will not be abandoned and left to drown
at sea in a most pitiful way.

5) Act so that all foreign ships passing by open their
arms to the boats they are already cncountering on a regular
basis on the sea. Once granted permission by Singapore
authorities to allow the refugees to stay in that port tempora-
rly before taking them to Thailand or Indonesia, there will
not be many ships indiffcrent to the urgent call of the boat
people.

6) Collect contributions from all the Victnamese
abroad in order to have the means to publish an exposd to be
sent around the world denouncing the Than pirates and forc-
ing the Thai government to apply more palpable measurcs
within their capabilities, and also to record a period of our
history, at once painful yet full of the valour and courage of
our people during the time the Communists are in our coun-
try. If we do this, we can also sponsor the production of a
film depecting the brave, indomitable and heroic spirit of the
boat peoplc in their flight from the Communists to freedom.
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After 5 ycars. we have what we need to make such a film if
we only dccide to do so.

7) The trial of the Ko Kra 157 went from December
1979 until now before finally completing the stage of for-
malities and investigation. The witnesses have fulfilled their
responsibility and have been told by the Thai court that they
are no longer needed for the remainder of the trial. This
means the Thai court has sufficient cvidence to come up with
a verdict reflecting its impartiality in the course of justice and
righteousncss.

Although this is just one out of thousands of such
painful incidents that the boat people have experienced,
nonctheless, becauvse of its vanguard nature, the trial has
become a challenge to the world’s conscience and sense of
justicc. We recommend all of you to continue to apply
pressure on the Thai authorities as plaintiff to complete
prosecution of the trial and bring before the world a clear
and just verdict concerning the atrocities that have been com-
mitted against the 157 victims of Ko Kra. The publishing of
such a verdict will not only serve as a model for the pirates,
forcing them to restrain themselves in the face of the deteét-
mination ot the Thai government, but it will also speak of the
responsibility the Thai government is willing to take with re-
gards to probilems related to a civilized society, among which
are the people of Thailand.

8) Besides the trial of the 157, the Thai court in
Songkhla is currently investigating another trial with the
culprit arrested. This is the casc of the AG0261 of Ly Ba
Hung that we mentioned earlier. The boat left Kien Giang
on Fcb. 14, 1980 with 36 peoplc aboard. After two days the
refugces met an oil rig and reccived promisc tha they would
be guided to the mainland, but after sailing a couple of
kilometers they were abandoned. The ncxt day the pirates
came, robbing, boring holes in the junk to sink it and causing
the deaths of nine people by drowning. The pirates took the
remainder of the boat people to Ko Kra, where, 300km from
the island, they pushed them all tnto the sea. Six more
people drowned in this way. Luckily for the others, there
were lifesavers floating within reach. The survivors suffered
15 terrible days on Ko Kra before the UN.H.C.R.A. tock
them to the mainland. They were admitted to Songkhla on
Mar. 11,2980. On Apr.22, the skipper of the pirate boat that
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had bored holes in the junk with another individual were
seen milling about the refugec camp in a carefree manner.
They were indentified by the refugees, and taken to the
police. The accompanying individual was later released when
he could not be identified by the boat victims. The skipper,
however, was known and identified by all the victims on that
boat. The trial is straining through its protracted course,
so that even now all the surviving members of that junk are
still waiting for the closing of the trial which will allow them
to leave Songkhla like the other 157 Ko Kra victims. We here
request that all the world exert every pressure to force the
court at Songkhla to carry out a speedy trial so that the vic-
tims can leave soon and fo give us a true and fair ruling, since
the offender has been apprehended.

93} Finally, with regards to the female victims who
were direct witnesses at the trial, the individuals who suffered
most the violence on the highseds.on the island, in court, and
furiher, in nearly one haif year in the refugee camp simply
because they had the courage to stand up in defence of jus -
tice and the worth of a woman’s dignity, of human dignity-
these women will continue to suffer the consequences of
their experiences when they go to resettle: weakened bodies,
broken spirits, mixed up minds, many complexes and gbses-
sions that will not go away. They deserve very special consi-
deration and assistance, different from that given to ordinary
boat people, materially as well as psychologically and emo-
tionally, to enable them to stand secure and build a fine new
life in the United States. We call upon every organization
and group in the Vietnamese community to think of these
women, assist and help support them in their first steps as
they set foot in a new society. Their names and addresses
will be sent to the headquarters of the Boat People §.0.8
Committee, 6970 Linda Vista Rd., San Diego, Ca 92111, USA.



PART C: THE MATERIAE AND PSYCHOLOGICAL—
EMOTIONAL STATE OF THE REFUGEES
IN THE CAMPS

The violence of the pirates apainst the boat people
is only onc tragic aspect of the refugee problem. It is the
opening stage of the refugees’ journey in fleeing the Commu-
nists and sceking freedom.

When setting foot on the mainland, they are greeted
by want and impoverishinent-not just in one camp, but in
any camp in Southeast Asia,

*Matcrially:  All the refugees live in the most de-
pressed of human conditions: crowding in sagging and tat-
tered huts, wearing ragged clothes, cating food with no
nutritional value, while support funds from the U.N. is shav-
ed along the ottficial path down to the refugees to a terrible
degree. All amenities. such as blankets, slecping mats,
mosquito nets. cooking utensils, toothbrushes, soap. ctc., are
not to be had at all unless contributed by the charities. And
aid from the charities is not regular in coming, but relies on
the financial and contributive ability of those agencies.

*Psychelogically: Besides the grief of mourning and
the pain that obsesses them from the events on the sea, the
refugees have another great worry, creating in their minds
further apprehension and distress with nowhere to turn for
support. 1 am speaking of how some of them must be sent
to the Galang transfer camp in Indonesia. When they left
home to flee the Communists, freedom locked good no
matter where it happened to be. The refugees never insisted
on being settled in one place instead of another. However,
their pressing need. which they hope is being given all due
consideriation, is the need to become stable soon in a new life
to preparc the tutures of their families and children. Of
those who have no relatives in outside countries, the majori-
ty would resettie in the U.S. if they were given the freedom
to choose. But to go to the US., they have to first pass
through a transfer camp-in other words, they have to pro-
long the number of days and months of waiting as they go
from onc camp to another. lengthening as well the period of
want and extremce poverty they must endure. No one is very
happy when he or she imust sign their name to an agreement
that they will go to a transfer camp where they will spend
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from 1-3 ycars, prestunably to be given vocational training
and English instraction. In the meantime. letters coming
from the transter camp in Indonesia indicate that the English
classes are Jooscly organized and no different from the one
in the temporry resettlement camp, such as Songkhla,
Chantabury. Sikhiu. or any other place—and nowhere is it
better to learn English than right in the U.S.  As lor the job
training. up to now we have never heard of any such course
being opened of any kind. Even if we look at the organiza-
fions already in existence in the refugee camps and even if
we sce the authoritics are tull of good will and concern for
the refugecs. this stll cannot compare with the job training
that can be had right in the U8, As a consequence. the refu-
gees have become pessimistic. feeling that their being made to
go study knglish and job training is just an excuse for pro-
longing their hard times in the camps.  Of course, they have
to accept any conditions made by the American governiment,
but if it should be tound that the overllow of refugees could
be taken care of by a different, more practical and active
means, it might reduce the suffering and poverty of the refu-
gees. We hope the leaders in the Vietnamese refugee commu-
nity can discover a way in which the hope of the majority of
the refugees to po directly to a third country to resettle
without the nuecessity of stopping at a transfer camp can be
realized soon in a spirit of humanity and openness.

Presently in Songkhla there are as well about 900
youngsters without relatives and in a position of having no
onc to sponsor them, forcing them to live day by day on
their own. Other camps have the same problem. This grow-
ing number of misplaced youngsters is not gelling much con-
cern from the resettlement officials lor basically two reasons:
first. many of the young people have declared their apes to be
much lower than they actually are, causing the international
delegations to distrust and care less about not only those who
misrcpresent themselves, but others as well: secondly, some
others were lucky enough to be resettled early. but because
they have no family to teach them how to behave, they
became wild and undisciplined and found it more enjoyable
1o fool around or cause trouble than to study and try to
build their new hives. This has had an uncomplimentary cf-
fect on those youngsters coming afterwards since it has given
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the people of third countrics a bad image of these unaccom-
panied youngsters and this had caused the foreign delegations
to adopt an attitude of indifference 1n carrying out the for-
mailities for their resettlement.

We'd like to call on the community of Vietnamese
rcfugees already established in their new lives to show their
concern lor the fate of these voungsters and seek some means
by which they cian be resettled soon. One thing you can do s
try to find families who will agree to sponsor them and send
the list of these families to the refugee camps. The Board of
Representatives at the camp will be more than happy to refer
these families to youngsters who need to be resettled. 900 of
them live without direction or aim in the camp in Songkhla.
We fecl that this is a problem truly worthy of your attention
and concern.

Finally, we suggest that the Vietnamcse language
newspapers and magazines in third countrics give greater
emphasis to setting aside a number of pages in their publica-
tion for the refugees in the camps so that our compatriots
therc have a chance to tcll us of their activities and discuss
their thoughts and aspirations. We believe that while this is
only a temporary sejourn for them as they await resettlement,
still, the refugee camps have been with us for years in South-
east Asia and are a real part of our people’s suffering in this
time of adversity. The history of our people cannot ignore
the existence of those places which constitute a microcosmic
Vietnamese society. Greater attention being paid by the
newspapers and magazines to the camp activities in Southeast
Asia, besides its significance fo the home country and our
compatriots, will also help to alleviate the suffering and hard-
ship and the violation of the freedom of the refugees by some
of the camp representatives who arc already using their
positiocn to suppress the voiceless majority. This abuse of
power which is developing does not happen all the time, but
only in those places where the Board of Representatives, in
conjunction with the camp boss, treats as inconsequential the
rights and dignity of the refugecs. Within these new “‘dynas-
ties” some fransgressions are occurring, such as the abuse of
power by the camp security force, the Board of Procedural
Translators making difficulties for rcfugees in order to solicit
bribes, etc. Besides thesc difficulties are the problem of a
rumber of local police who habitually insult and revile Viet-

64



namese refugees, a minority of forcign delegates who are
narrow-minded, shallow, prejudiced, etc., to make new the
suffering that had lain dormant in the refugees’ minds and
hearts.

The many timcs we articulate thesc grim realities,
we do not wish to negate or forget our gratitude for the merit
and goodwill of many foreign individuals, especially those
belonging to charitics and religious organizations connected
with refugee relief. At the same time, we are eternally grate-
ful to those boat people of goodwill who have enthusiastical-
ly taken upon them selves the task of running the camps with
the lofty and wonderful goal of serving the refugees in a spi-
rit of ardor and with no desire for personal gain.

Furthermore, we now and always believe that despite

the hardships and suffering, in the last analysis the refugces
in the camps throughout Soughcast Asia stand on the thres-
hold of a future a million times brighter than that of those
who endure mistreatment, loss of freedom and dignity, and
who have not i single ray of hope, such as our unfortunate
brothers and sisters still living wrectched lives back home
under the Communists. As for us, our miserable state in the
refugee camps can be diminished with the help of all our
fellow refugees already resettled and sccure in a new life,
who know the pains and can share with thosc now waiting
through the long days toward rescttlement. We earnestly
entreat you all to sacrifice a small part of your incomes to
contribute to the charitics, newspapers and magazines who
try to raise funds to assist the refugees . We feel this is a
most practical way to share with us and to sympathize with
the misery of your fellow refugces, who night and day endure
so much in the camps of Southeast Asia. And the people in
those camps will find the greatest of comfort when they see
we have not forgotten them and are always thinking of them
and working for them in concrete ways.

As we conclude this report, once more on behalf of
the 157 Ko Kra victims as wcll as for one person who has just
left camp to resetile, to all of you. religious organizations,
groups and associations in the refugee community, university
and highschool students, all the refugees abroad and commu-
nications media. who by onc means or another have used
your cfforts to support us—plcase. share with us now and en-
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courage us as we try to realize our great common goal of
struggling to reduce the pain and misery of the refugee boat
people as they flee the Communists in search of freedom.

signed: Nhat Tien

A REFUGEE’S STORY

Introduction

Ly Ba Hung was a student of business Administra-
tion at the university in Dalat before 1975. He is one victim
of Thai pirates and also one of those taken to Ko Kra Island
where he spent 15 days in misery before being rescued {(from
Feb. 18 —Mar.3, 1980).

As soon as he came to Songkhla Camp we recorded
the story of his tragic journey for you in one of the previous-
ly published reports. {(see The Tragedy Continues for The
Boat People in the Gulf of Siam) Since at that time hc had
only just arrived in camp and had not yet gotten over the
traumatic experience, Hung only gave us some of the main
features of the trip.

Now, after four months of recovery in the camp, he
is able to relate to us in more detail the things that went on
during his flight for freedom and describe the suffering both
he and his family endured. Bacause his story is typical of
those told by the boat people coming here, we would like to
recount the tale for you in his own words, partly in order to
add to our record of pirate atrocities and partly so that the
Vietnamese community might se¢c more clearly the pitiful
fate of their compatriots crossing the sea by boat in South-

east Asia.
Songkhla, July 4, 1980
Nhat Tien

*The foillowing is the narrativc of Ly Ba Hung.



There were ten in my family—my parents, two youn-
ger brothers and 4 sisters, a brotherdindaw and myself-who
together with 28 others set out from Kien Giang around
10:00 at night on Feh.14,1980 (the 28th day of the lunar
new year). We left on a junk marked AG0961 that was 8m
long, 1. 4m wide and had a small engine as well as a spare
outboard motor to power it.

We reached the open sea around midnight that night.
It was very quiet and peaceful. The waves beat softly against
the sides of our boat. The sea at that time looked like a great
big river. It was very lovely.

About 4:00 in the afternoon on the 16th we were in
international waters. The water was still calm. Our feclings
then were both glad and worried—glad because it seemed we
had escaped the evil of the Communists, but worried be-
cause who knew what would happen to us out on the ocean.
Thoi, our pilot, steered us toward Thailand.

It was around 9:00 at night when the sea opened
up its mad fury. Giant waves 10m high panded us, as if to
swallow up our tiny boat. We were terrified and prayed to
those on high to save us from the cruel arms of the god of the
sea. The ocean was no longer so lovely to us, but rather,
harsh and savage. Our little boat lurched into that violent
wrath. Sometimes we encountered big merchant ships and
we shot off flares to signal them to rescue us, but we gave
way to despair.

Two hours later, we saw lights off in the distance
and our pilot mustered all his strength to head us in that
direction. It was when we had come up close, closer and
then stopped alongside, that we found it was a big West Ger-
man oil rig in the Thai territorial waters. A spokesperson for
this rig refused to let us tie in or pick us up. We were fearful
for our lives and pleaded with him. Finally he called in their
supply boat and promised to guide us to Bangkok. We trust-
ed his word, as he was a man who came from a Western,
civilized nation, a man of European intelligence, and so we
stmggled to bring our tiny boat to follow him to Thailand.

But after a few hours we had fallen behind them and
they abandoned us to turn back to their rig.

We wanted to turn back, too, but because of the
darkness and rough weather we were unable to determine
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the position of the rig. Anyway. we thought. thal man who
was guiding us has neither a conscicnee nor a sense of human-
ity. Therc we were before his eyes—on the brink ol death—
and he wouldn’t raise a hand to help us. but instead tricked
us. And if we went back he would surely drive us off more
cruelly next time. As it was, we decided to place our lives
in the hands of fate and continue in the vicious sex and winds.

The next morning. a propeller blade on our engine
broke. We dropped anchor and prepared to replace the bro-
ken piece, but because of the rough waters we couldn’t see
properly. We had to use our outboard motor to head off
again and wait until the seas calmed down enough before we
could fix the engine. But an hour later we were nearly out of
gas, so, once again, we dropped anchor and let someone
down to try and fix the propeller.

After about a half hour changing the broken picce, a
That pirate boat, numbered 2325, came upon us. They ram-
med their vessel into ours and put a crack in the stern. They
knocked a hole in the side as well and waler began to pour in.
We had to use our clothing to stop up the Jeak. Meanwhile,
they used a hook to pull themselves right up along side us.
Then 8 or 9 of them charged on beard our boat. leaping so
hard they made us wobble and nearly turn over. They had
knives and hammers fo bully us and they forced our pilot
and mechanic over to their boat.

Our women and children wept and screamed and we
pleaded with the piratcs. But they paid us no mind and
began their search. Thecy dumped all our fuel. food, clothes
and goods overbeoard and ripped the boat apart. They felt
and squeezed every part of everyone’s body. A number of
them thrust their hands into the girls’ prvate parts (four
words were deleted from the Vieinamese version—translator)
and laughed in delight as the girls doubled up in fear, crying
and begging them to stop. It was hormrible to have to watch
these things.

After the scarch was over, the pirates pomded up
our engine and hurled the outboard into the sea. Then they
all went to one side of our boat and pushed down hard so
that the boat began to wobble and sink.

All was chaos then. Screams. the calls of women
and children, the howls of men...liveryone fought to get out
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of the boat by jumping into the water. One person was smart
enough to think of letfing out a big lifesaver made from a
truck’s inncrtube that had been tied to the stern and this
saved maost of us since almost none of us could swim.

During this timec, 1 and a brother and sister had just
come up from the hold. Secing that our boat was tipped over
and water was flowing in, my brother and 1 went quickly to
the other side in hopes we had enough strength to push the
boat back up. But that effort proved to be futile and we con-
tinued to take on water. The boat went down fast, taking
with it me. my brother and sister and six others. My brother
was smart. With one great breath he jumped in. My father
saw him and swam over to get him and bnng him to the life-
saver where he was tied on. As for me, I was caught by an
airhole with a mesh covering at the stern and vsing my head I
beat at the inesh to break it so I could get out. Many times |
was exhausted and stifled and wanted to just let go and die,
but my survival instinct forced me to continue beating my
head against the fence., 1t took nine or ten times beforc the
mesh finally broke. There was a 10 year-old boy, Nguyen
Bao Quoc, hanging around my neck at the time. He must
have grabbed on while I was hitting the mesh. He was hold-
ing on so tight he nearly choked me. With all my strength I
pulled myself through the hole, taking the boy with me. We
were both scraped and scratched up by the fence, but I felt
no pain—only fear. Once off the boat, § held my breath and
the sea force brought me to the surface. Sceing everyone
around me, I called out, then lost my breath and the boy and
[ went under. 1 came up again and called out and once more
went down.  This happencd several times before my father
tound me and swam over to pull me and the boy to the life-
saver. With my left hand 1 grabbed the lifesaver and with the
other I took the boy off my neck and put him inside it. That
is how we both cscaped dcath.

The piratcs had swum back to their boat, started the
cengine and sailed off. We were desperate and waited for the
god of death to come and take us away. But 15 minutes
later, for some reason, the pirates came back and pulled us
into their vessel. Once on board, we looked over our group
and discovered that 6 of us were missing: Ly Nguyet Minh,
14, my sisier; Netyen Vu 4, son of Nguyen Viet Khan; Hung,
12, and Thu.i14, children of Nguyen Van Bao and Le Thi
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Loc, owners of the boat; Son, 20; and Le Thi Loc’s mother,
70. They had probably been stuck in the boat and drowned
when it went down.

The pirates said they’d take us to the mainland and
they gave us rice and water. But partly out of fear and part-
ly from grief for our loved ones who had them lost, none of
us was eager to eat. Towards evening, the pirates took the
women and children to the back of the pilot’s cabin while
the men were driven into the fish hold and they began to
search us for the last time.

That night, about 8 or 9:00, the sky was pitch black
the waves were high and the wind strong. We were about 300
meters from the shore of an island and they gave us the order
to jump into the water and swim ashore. We looked at the
sea crestfallen, because we did not know how to swim. By
sign language we asked the pirates to let us use the lifesaver.
They agreed and let it down. As soon as it touched the
water, they began to push us in. The quicker ones among us
ran to the other side of the boat, but the pirates chased after
them with hammers and knives and in the end they, too, had
to jump in.

One woman, Le Thi Loc, was so afraid she couldn’t
jump. She clung to the railing, crying and pleading with her
captors. One pirate beat her on the cheek with a hammer
and two others charged up and, taking her by the arms and
legs, they threw her over. I was sitting in one corner in the
dark while all this happened so I was able to witness the
entire scene. Eventually they saw me, too, and tried to make
me jump. But as soon as I stood up, I fell down again (I've
been crippled in my legs with polio since I was one). One of
them picked up an empty 5 liter container lying nearby and
handed it to me. Then they threw me into the water. I went
under, then came back up again, buoyed by the container.
The pirates rode off after throwing me in, since 1 was the last
of the refugees on board. I looked after them with resent-
ment 1 can’t describe. 1 clung to the container, trusting my
fate to God. AH around me I could hear the terrified screams
~the sound of one person calling another mixed with the
roaring of the waves and wind, cries for help half-stifled with
water pouring into the mouth.. The cries for help grew fewer
and fewer as time went on and eventually stopped entirely.
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I was surrounded only by the roar of the sea.

The empty container kept me from drowning, but I
had to taste the salty-bitter seawater until it made my sto-
mach tighten. The waves pushed me farther and farther away
from the island. [ hung on to the empty container and let
the waves pummel me for about 11 hours. As day broke, I
found myself a full kilometer from Ko Kra. Then I saw the
lights of a Thai fishing boat and I called for help. They pull-
ed me aboard and gave me a change of shirt, a blanket to
wrap myself in and a cigarette. Thcy also gave me some rice,
but I was too exhausted to cat and fell asleep in the warm
boat’s cabin.

On the morning of the 18th, the fishermen tock me to
shore at Ko Kra in a skiff. 1 met those who had come with
me on ithe escape boat, including my father and three sisters.
My mother and two other members of my family had been
lost in the night. Now there were only 23 of us left, includ-
ing myself. In all, nine pcoplc had perished or were missing
from that terrible night: Cao Nguyet Nga, 47, my mother:
Ly Nguyet Nhung, 21 and 2 months pregnant, my sister: Ly
Cao Hieu. 4, my brother; Phuong,28, about 6 months preg-
nant, Thoi’s wife and the daughter of Mrs. Loc; Mai,l8,
daughter of Mrs. Loc; Huong.6, and Hoang,5,2 of Mrs. Loc’s
children: Tinh.3, Thoi and Phuong’s child; Le van Tro, 27,
older brother of Le Van Trong.

This horrible truth remains always on the minds of
those of us who were lucky enough to survive. Even now as |
sit writing these lines I can almost seem to hear the cries for
help of my younger brother and sister, my mother, and the
others who shared with me that tragic sea journey and that
awful night. We, the survivors, thought we too would die
during those terrifying moments. But maybe God wanted us
to go on living, to survive as witnesses, to speak out against
the barbarity of human beings even now at the cnd of the
twentieth century in a supposedly civilized world.

Well, on that same morning another pirate boat
came and this one brought §5 more boat people. The boat
landed about 50m from shorc and started bringing in the
refugces on a small skiff. After a few trips, however, they
stopped that process as some of the pirates remained on
shore to guard the victims. Those pirates still on the beat
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used hammers and knives to drive the boat people who were
left into the water to swim 1o shore. As a result. one of these
people lost his life (a Catholic priest, around 25 years old, the
younger brother of Dao Huy Hoang) so that 43 were left.

After that, 12 more pirate boats came to the island.
In all there were over a hundred pirates who builied us with
hammers and forced the girls and women into the bushes and
onto rocks to dishonor them. Those who resisted were bea -
ten severely. Many of the girls were abuscd collectively, in
every dcetestable and painful manncr, as they screamed and
fainted while the pirates shricked in delight, pouncing on
their like wild animals. When they were finished with their
games, the pirates left the girls where they were and swam
back to their boats. We took care of the girls and led them to
hiding places to escape the beasts.

Thus, 77 of us lived in the “hell on earth™ of Ko Kra
for 15 days. Lvery day{night as well as daytime), another
band of horrible black-faced devils came looking for some
pitiful Vietnamesc woman to rape. If they couldn’t find
what they wanted, they beat the men and chitdren cruelly to
get them to reveal the hiding places.

Besides this torture, we sulfered also from constant
hunger and thirst. To keep ourselves alive, we had to drink a
black. turbid water, stinking of rotten leaves that we drew
from a well we ourselves dug. The spot was the old site of a
well that had gone bad long ago below a fuel shed for a light-
house. During the time we were on the island, it was the dry
scason so all the gulleys were dried out and all that we could
find were the flattened stones and jagged coral. We used
sund. coral and stones to form a small water container to act
as a filter, but our well water didn’t come cut much cleaner
and it never lost the smell. Even this structure was attacked

by the pirates—cach gang that came ashore knocked it down
and dug through the pieces. scarching for gold, silver, jewelry,
witatever. that they thought might be hidden in the sand and-
coral. Qur men also had to swim out 200 or 300 meters to
bee the pirates for food to keep us alive. A few nearly
drowned. due to their extreme exhaustion, whilc making this
swim. If the pirates were satisfied with their pleasure-seeking
(ic.. if they had found women on the island), they would give
us o bit of rice and fish, and if they hadn’t been successful in
therr gamus, they gave us nothing. Truly, these were savage
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and wicked men.

Shortly before noon on Mar. 1, we were spotted by
an American plane. They parachuted down some food and
water, plus a walkie-takie so we could communicate with
them. But the radio hadn’t been wrapped and when it landed
it hit the rocks of a waterfall and wrecked, so we couldn’t
call anyone.

It wasn’t until the afternoon of Mar. 3 that the Thai
police picked us up and took us to Pak Phanang. The women
could hardly walk at that time, due to hunger and exhaustion
and the degradation they had endured for 15 days. The rest
of us had to climb into the caves and crevices in the tall
mountain to lead them down. Our joy and relief were indes-
cribable. After midnight, we were at the police station. The
administrative red-tape was troublesome, so we didn’t get a
chance to sleep until morning had come. Though all of us
were tired, here was still a spark of life, a ray of light in our
gaunt and lean faces. We stayed in Pak Phanang 8 days and
on Mar.12, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs
took us to Songkhla.

For now our live are peaceful, we are not threatened,
we are not starving and we no longer hear the roar of the sea
waves drowning out the barbaric howls of the pirates in the
night. We will never forget our tragic journey and the pain-
ful and shamefilled days we spent on the “hell on earth™ of
Ko Kra Island.

We have great respect for the Vietnamese women,
who had suffered under the chains of Commmunism and now
had suffered abuse to their bodies and their honor in order to
ensure the survival of their shipmates as they wenti out seek-
ing freedom on a trip fraught with unforeseen dangers. To
us, these women are still pure and saintly and more radiant
than ever.

Now, we who have found our freedom raise our
voices and our hearts for the people who have more than
once lived and died for freedom.

Ly Ba Hung
Songkhla, July 3, 1980
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THE NARRATIVE OF VU ZUY THAI

If sad and painful stories are told on this earth, then
my story must be ranked among the most sad and painfu} of
them all. I have gone through very tragic moments and I
have suffered greatly, but the reason I stand firm herc now is
that 1 belicve all things in this life to be arranged by the hand
of God.

My name is Vu Zuy Thai. [ was born on Oct.2,1936
in the village of Hoa Loc, Tuyen Son district, Ninh Binh pro-
vince in North Victnam. As a boy I was poor, so [ had to
tend buffalo and do field work from the time 1 was five years
old. I lost my father when ] was ten, and my mother was
sick all the time, But when I turned 23, my life became a
little casier as I started to work as a taylor. I went south in
1954 with the flight from the Communists and there | mar ri-
ed on Apr.6, 1958 in An Lac, Gia Dinh province. My wife’s
name is Dinh Tha Bang, born 1940 in Phu Nhai, Nam Dinh
province in North Vietnam. She, too, was among those who
came south 1934, At first, we were very poor and we could
not come up with the 6,000 piasters needed for the wedding.
Eventually we had to sell our sewing machine for 2,000 and
borrow the rest from our friends before we had enough. So,
from the moment she stepped foot in my home, my wife
shared with me the hard work and difficult times we lived
through. Nonctheless, the years flowed by, due to the indus-
triousness and thrift of my wife. She was fragile in body but
strong in spirit and she sacrificed a lot of her personal needs
for her husband and children. Ncarly all her life she enjoved
nothing, tock to no personal pleasures and found no joy
except that of running the houschold and sccing after the
needs of her family. She always tried to see that we ate well.
In my eyes, she was a perfect woman, a model of the Viet-
namese woman--industrious, faithful, meek, a constant source
of comfort and encouragement, someone the whole lumily
could rely on. In all we had 7 children: Jesus Vu Zuy Thanh,
borm 1959; Vincent Vu Zuy Trung, 1961; Peter Vu Zuy
Tuan,1963; Mary Vu Thi Thanh Thuy, 1966; Mary Vu Thi
Thuy Trang, 1968; Martin Vu Zuy Tai, 1971 and Peter Vu
Zuy Tri, 1975.

You might have called us a happy family had it not
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been for the fall of South Vietnam in 1975, when our coun-
try fell into the hands of the Communists.

A Roman Catholic family, our children enjoyed an
education in the love of God, and we could never live under
the dictatorship and oppression of the Communisis. Thus,
we decided to lcave the couniry.

We let two of our sons go on the first trip. Their
boat set off from Bach Dang in Saigon on Oct.l, 1978 with
130 people aboard. But four days later the engine died. The
boat drifted onto a coral island surrounded by reefs belong-
ing to Taiwan. There they lived for 50 days with no food.
The numnber of those who died increasced daily and the others
had to eat the flesh of the dead in order to fight the hunger.
My two oldest sons, Thanh and Trung, fell into this miserable
condition. They died and their bodies were eaten by their
boatmates.

On the 50th dav. a Taiwanese fishing boat came by
and rcscued them. Only 60 of the onginal 130 refugees were
left. But during the move from the coral island, more died of
exhaustion and starvation and when they set foot in Taiwan
there were only 34 people left. My son Tuan was among
them, and a godchild, Trinh Vinh Thuy. Tuan is living in
Taipei now and Thay has been sponsored by relatives and is
in California.

Tuan hid the facts of his brothers’ horrid fate from
us. [t wasn’t until Dec. 20, 1979 that we learned of the frigh-
tening journey from a friend of mine, Do Minh Ngu, who
lives in the U.S., During that time, we were preparing for a
second journey oui. We went to Mass for three days in a row
for our boys at a church in An Lac, Chi Hoa, and despite the
hurt we felt inside, we went on with our plans to flce.

So, we left Saigon for Rach Gia on Dec. 28, 1979 at
4:00 in the moming. The next moming our boat set out. It
was called YNKG =0980, 13m long and 2.5m wide and there
were 120 people aboard. We sailed until the evening of the
30th when we encountered pirates who had a Thai flag flying
on their boat. They were the first to rob us. After they were
finished they left us alone. The following morning we were
attacked again and this time the pirates wrecked our engine.
A sertes of explosions came out of the engine room and the
boat began to go around in circies and then sink. We cried
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cut in terror. I had no time to say anvthing to my wile. |
could only witness the fcar on her face. 1 kissed my voungest
children, Tai and Tri. Then I heard Thuy call our, “Daddy.
Tuynh there...!” and Trang cried. *Daddy, Oh..."" As the
boat went under, my wife was still with me. But she did not
cling to me. That was her last great sacrifice for her husband
and children. She refused to burden me down in order that
I might save the children. Just then an evil wave roared by
and stole away my family. [ could sce no one, only the
waves rolling over my head. Then onc of my relatives, Phuong,
grabbed me¢ and brought me to an empty watcr barrel that
was floating nearby. I held on tight only by instinct. When |
opened my cyes, I could see my wife floating helplessly
beforc me. Then I passed out and don’t know what happen-
ed. When I came to, | found myseclf lying in a pirate boat.
Hung and Chau, my younger brothers, were next to me,
trying to revive my wife, who they had probably just pulled
in. I struggled to get up and hclp them, bul the pirales sig-
naled us to throw her overboard. Nothing could ever break
my heart like that scene. 1 ran over and hugged her to my
breast, gazing at her in gricf and pain. Her eyes were still
open, but she lay motionless. Saliva driveled [tom her mouth.
I closed her eyes, then took her by the head while Hung and
Chau took the feet and we lowered her inlo the sea. That
was the last fime I was with my wife. The most painful
moment of my life. Then a big wave came. The vicious sca
took away the person closest to my heart. [ never will sec
her again. There is no grave for me to go and visit, A ripple
on the water, and then gone forever. We will no longer meet
on this earth. Oh, what pain is like tha pain 1 have to bear?
All my loved ones taken In an instant. When she died she was
wearing black trousers and a black shirt. There was no sign
of suffering on her face. Only a fleeting shock on her other-
wise expressionless face. That was this last image of her that
I remember before the parting that will last 1,000 vears.

And not only did my wife die, but 4 of my children
perished as wcll. Thanh Thuy, Thuy Trang, Zuy Tai, Zuy
Tri. Those 1 loved the most went forever to the bottom of
the sea. Of all the calamities that might strike us on earth,
mine must be among the most horrible, more than nay
human being can bear. Along with my wife and children,
there were 65 others who drowned. All together, 70 persons

76



lost therr lives at the cruel hands of the pirates.

The survivors were taken to Ko Kra, an island on the
Gull ol Siam. This island has become a hell for the Viet-
namese boatpeople. Lveryone who is taken there is become
a victim of pirate abuse. Men are tortured to get them to
divulge the hiding places of the women or give up valuables,
while the women must hide out in the mountain caves and
jungles and our on the reefs and if the pirates find them they
are gang raped. You can find on the island the remains of the
refugee groups that came before us, like lines scrawled on the
rock walls. tufts of women’ hair scattered about (perhaps
cut offl to make them look like men), wrecks of the boats and
the graves ol those who died.

We were dropped on the island on the evening of
Dee. 31,1979, Our hearts were broken and our bodies were
exhausted and weak with diseasc. My brothers found dry
srass to make a matting for me to lie down on and they
found me food to eat. And since I was sick, they rummaged
everywhere through the remains of the previous boatpeople
eroups looking for medicine for me to take—any kind as long
as it was medicine. Some of the pills had not much left to
them, but I took them anyway to keep up my strength.

The 6 days on the island were days of sadness and
fear. We wore hungry and cold, sad for the loss of our loved
oncs and hurting to the depths of our souls. And the women
continued to hide out like animals with no escape from the
brutality of the piraltces.

On Jan. 6 the High Commissioner for Refugee
Affairs ol the UN. lound us and took us to Pakphanang in
Nakorn Sri Thamaraj province in Thailand. There we spent
16 days being processed with the Thai police before we were
admitted into the Songkhla camp on the 23rd.

I want to express my thanks to Chau and Hung, who
from the bottom of their hearts took care of me and comfor-
ted me on that terrible trip. 1 will never forget their kindness.

& kK

Today is Apr.10, 1980, the one hundredth day since
my wile and chidren died. T am in the refugee camp in
Songkhla. 350 days ago, Chaplain Joe Devlin held Mass for
my wife and children at the little church in camp. Today he
will pray for them again. I am in great agony, thinking of the
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oncs [ loved the most. My wife and six children. They are
gone from me forever and they will never come back. Time,
though a miraculous medicine that eases the pain of the
heart, will never makc me forget my wife, the gentle, hard-
working woman, who all through her life was at the side of
her husband and children never enjoying a moment of rest
and leisure.

1 pray God take pity on the suffering souls of those
who dicd in the calamity af sea, the Vietnamese people, Your
children.

Plcase, Lord. take up the souls of my wife and chil-
dren and take them all to a place of peace, rest and happi-
ncss forever in You kingdom.

Please God, give me, Your child, the courage to
stand firm after this most horrible ordcal of my life and have
the clearsightedness and strength I need to take care of my
only child, now living in Taiwan.

I have suffered too much in pain and grief.

I pray, Lord, that by You grace all my relatives and
compatricts, all those who will cross the sea, may find their
journeys pcaceful and reach shore safely.

And I pray that another day I will once again meet
alt my loved ones in You kingdom in Heaven.

Songkhla, April 10,1980
Vu Zuy Thai
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A JOURNEY FOR FREEDOM BY BOAT
THROUGH THAI WATERS

Escape from their homeland under Communist rule
to find a land of frecdom-that is what the Vietnamese pcople
now drecam of. Beforc us, and after us as well, many bands of
refugees have taken to the East Sca by boat, putting their
lives on the line and facing many dangers. But what struggle
for freedom does not have its price? Some groups of refugecs
have succeeded admirably iIn their flight and now live peace-
fully in free countries, but there are, too, many who have
died bravely and tragically on the sea. We gathered stories of
those who left Vietnam before us so that we could prepare
our own jouney. We wish our story of adversity give those
who are still fo leavce their homes some added experiences to
take into account. [t is with this sense of responsibility that
we make this report. At the same time, we hope that the
sufferings we have had to bear on the road to freedom will
contribute further to the noble meaning of the word “‘free-
dom™, that all the Vietnamese presently long for.

Our party consisted of 81 persons, composed of
families who had never before met and whosc only true
relattonship with each other stems from our shared pains and
trials during our journey. We were, looking at us, a rather
complex group: some were artists, writers, reporiers and
newsmen: TV producers as well; others came from sciences,
including unjversity professors, agricultural engineers, chemi-
cal engineers, telecommunications professionals, acronautical
mechanics; and there were even priests and nuns, officers
from all ranks who had cscaped the Communist reeducation
camps; yet the largest component of our group was madc up
of the students from various disciplines from Saigon Univer-
sity who were of that age where one is held responsible for
military duty.

We left Vietnam on Oct.19, 1979 dceparting from
Vung Tau and planning to go by way of Malaysia, feeling that
a ship passing by might see us and pick us up. But we had
been gone nearly a day when the sca began acting up, Our
fragile 14 meter boat could not handle the storm so we were
forced to change course and follow the Victnam coastline,
prepared to accept returning to our country if wec were un-
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able to continue far. On the morning of the third day,
however, our engine died and the battery was no pood. We
had no choice but to flow with the current past Ca Mau and
then further and further from our country’s waters. From
then on we had lost our course and could not plot the boat’s
coordinates.

After 8 days adrift, the shortage of food and water
was becoming critical, with some of the passengers drinking
their own urine, yet we continued to altermate bailing water
out of the boat with a can, At night we stood watch over our
signal fire, hoping a ship going our way might catch sight of
it and save us. Several ship actually did pass, but none paid
any attention to our distress signal.

On the 10th day, we came upon a fishing boat and
that was when we learned we had entered the Gulf of Siam.
These fishermen instituted our first shakedown, confiscating
all our jewelry, watches and some clothing they took a fancy
to. Afterwards, they repaired our engine, lent us their bat-
tery to get us started and directed us toward the Thai main-
land. There was no end to our joy and high spirit when we
heard our engine revving up again.

But our happiness did not last long, for the next
evening we were approached by 2 fishing vessels, whose
occupants rushed aboard our boat to search us again and all
the rest of our poods were taken.

Despite having lost everything we still rejoiced inside
because up to then our women had not vet been violated.
But when they found nothing of value to steal, the fishermen
of one boat were furious and tried to ram us. Qur women
and children huddled together begging on their knees, but the
roof was knocked off in one piece complete with the obser-
vation deck and compass. Finally, one fishing boat left and
the other connected a chord to us and towed us to Ko Kra
Island, about 5-6 sea hours from Pakpanang district in
Nakornsrithamaraj province in Thailand. The sky had darken-
ed and the vessel’s captain had turned on a light, then led us
to the side of our boat nearest them before calling us over
one-by-one to be searched carefully for any gold or dollars
that might be left. After this, we ‘were altowed back on our
boat. In the end, they brought us close te the island to land
while they took our vessel to another part of the island to
take the engine apart.
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We were all pleased to be setting foot on land, even
though it was a desert island. No more was the fear of the
boat sinking at sea that had gripped us every hour and minute
for 8 days and nights. We lay down on a beach covercd with
stone and coral. our hearts light as if we had just laid down
a heavy burden. We slept the first peaceful night since our
leaving.

A couple of days later we began organizing our life
on the island with the little food we had managed to bring
off the boat. We found a narrow cave in which to shelter the
women and children from the elements. We planted a white
flag with the letters “S.0.5” on a high place in hopes a ship
or plane might pass by. With our meager rations we were
able to limit each mcal to one small bowl of watery rice gruel.
Fresh water had collected in the rocks on the mountain and
this we picked up cach day by youths going up and down the
slippery cliffs with plastic containers. Tired and hungry.
some of them almost died as they lost their footing climbing
that mountain. Fortunately none did, but one youth fell and
scratched his head badly.

The fitst 2 days went by peacefully and we had
an opportunity to take a look around the island. We found
traces of other Vietnamese rcfugees who had occupied the
island before us. In some places they had written messages in
white on the rocks, in others they had used firewood and
coal to record their expericnces on the lime wall of a brick
hut, a storehouse formerly used to hold fuel for the light-
house on the mountain. Though time had faded the coal
markings, there were nonctheless still many things that could
be read: women reaching the island had had to flee immedi-
ately up the slopes or into the jungle to avoid being raped;
most of the Thai fishermen in thc area were also pirates and
they might give you rice and fish by day but at night they
took the women cut to gang rape them. As il to bear witness
to these words, there were scattered over the island tufts of
hair, showing how these woman had cut their hair in order to
look like men and trv to fool the pirates. These things plant-
ed inside us a tremendous fear that grew decper every minute.
like black clouds gathering belore a storm. We were on the
verge of taking very serjously the advice mentioned on the
walls and rock from former victims, but beforc we were able
to carry it cut, on the evening of the second day we saw a
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Thai navy boat coming in our direction. Who could describe
our joy? We thought a miracle had come down to save us
from the terrors others had faced. We climbed atop the
mountain to wave the 5.0.5. flag and clothes and handker-
chiefs. The Thai boat soon anchorcd and men in uniform
came ashore. They asked to mect our representative and
they recorded the essential dala in their log. They also came
to inspect our hiding place. After that, they left the island
with an encouraging promise: “We’ll be back to see you
later.” To us, their appearance sccmed a saving one in two
respects: first, we felt assured we would not be abandoned
on the desert island in the middle of nowhere, and second,
we felt from then on we were under the protection of the
Thai government and need not worry about being robbed or
raped. Indeced, as some of the more optimistic said, “Now,
whoever strikes against us strikes against the Thai law. No
fisherman would be stupid enough to do that.”

Amid this optimism, we spent one more good night,
happily sitting and talking aroung a big fire—what might be
called our last good night of the chain of days that were to
come. Ever since then, we gazed anxiously out to sea for
that navy boat bearing the number “15” to retumn as promis-
ed, but there was no more trace of it. Even to this day we
cannot understand how they could have abandoned us so
cruelly. How could this happen in the 20th century in a
country with so finc a tradition as that of the Thai people?
But the fact rcmained—we were abandoned. If today we are
alive, it is due to the representative of the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees in Fhailand who arranged for us to be
transported to the mainland. The night after the navy boat
left us, we tasted our first night of terror. As dusk fell, a
band of Thai fishermen bearing rif lcs, hammers and knives
came to us with torches. They gave us a thorough search,
took some clothing and then went away. Just after they
were gone, another band came to 1ake their place, searching
us everywiiere and this continued until beyond midnight. All
in all there were three bands that did this. The last one,
completing their search, drove all the men and youths into a
cave and stood guard over il while they took the women
away te rape them. In the dark mist and the cold wind, we
could only listen to the cries of the children being torn from
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their mothers® arms, the prayers and beseeching of the
feeble women. We could do nothing but gnash our teeth and
swallow our anger and shame bcneath the barrels of their
guns. That was the only way wec could be sure no one dicd.
It was nearly dawn when the incident ended. The women
were brought back to us and lay on the coral cxhausted.
Many wcere sobbing, collapsing in grief and humiliation in the
arms of their loved ones. When we counted everyone, we dis-
covered that one was missing so we set out to search for her.
Shouts and moans echoing on the walls of rock drowned out
even the roar of the sca, sounding terrible and heartrending.
We eventually found the girl lving on the shore. It turned
out that when the pirates had come and taken her, she had
fled 1o the high rocks and tried to throw herself into the
ocean to kill herself, but the waves had carried her back to
the island and she was caught in the rocks unconscious.

Following that painful and frightening night, we
began organizing the concealment of the women, after the
advice of those who had written on the walls. Some of our
women went into the jungle to lic in the cold and damp for
entire days in thick brush full of snakes and insccts whose bite
could make you swell up and drive a sharp pain through to
your brain. Others climbed precariously on the smooth
rocky slopes to hide in the trees, and some slipped and fell,
earing up their flesh. 1t was fortunate that none dropped
into the sea or on the rocks hundreds of meters below. Many
more women and girls hid in between the rocks on the beach,
their legs constantly lying in water and their bodies crouched
because of the lowness of the rocks. Even now we don’t
know how they were able to stand it tor 18 days. It comes
as no surprise that on the last day they ncarly all fainted at
their rescue and it was a long time before they could move
again like before. If that had persisted much longer, for sure
a number of them would have been cripp led.

The task of bringing the rice gruel to these women
in hiding was left to the men and youths. Even the conceal-
ment was not ensuring of safety. The fishermen who came
were apparcntly well-acquainted with the geography of the
istand so they did not cease looking both day and night.
Women were pulled out of some spots and beaten, then gang
raped cruelly by as many as ten fishermen at a time. Some
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pirates engaged in sadistic scx. striking the victims as they
raped them until the girls fainted. One person was beaten
continuously in the abdomen so much that it even now is
painful. In this awful situation, we had to keep changing
our hiding places, taking them deeper into the jungle or
higher onto the mountain, so that bearing supplies to them
grew harder every time. One place tock us half a day to
recach in this manner. But these difficulties were nothing
compared to the things the women endured. Cold and hun-
ery, exposed to the wind and rain, their clothes drenched for
woeeks and never having a chance to dry, not to mention the
fear of being captured, the terror at cvery noise in the bushes-
-which could have been small animals and snakes, swarming
packs of jungle rats forging for food. Worsl were the centi-
pedes that erew as big as a stirring chopstick.  Just the
thought of them is enough to make vou shudder. But our
women actually lay in the cold and dark with alt manner of
these creatures around ready to attack at any moment.

While the bitternesses of the women were legion,
the men and boys were not immune to dangers. We never
slept a good night through. Sometimes it rained 3-4 times a
night and we had to flee beneath the trees for shelter (we
usually slept in the open). but this is hardly worth mention-
ing next to the regularity with which we were awakened by
bands ol pirates coming for the women. Some of us were
beaten and forced to point out their hiding places, others
were choked with a chord to make them divulge where gold
or dollars were supposcdly hidden. Most tragic was a case
where a man tried to save the virtue of a relation of his. First
he was hit with an ax till his forehead split open then he was
thrown on the rocky shore. By some luck he did not die
then and there. One old gentieman with a few gold teeth
had these pried out with a knife. He swooned from the pain.
As you can see, not a day went by when we were not terror-
ized at all hours,

The fishing boats cach had many men, and as one
lett us another came. This was especially true when the sea
was agitated and they jammed the entrance to the island. We
counted at times up to 40-50 boats at any one period. Of
course, not all the fishermen had come to harass us. But it
only took a few to sow among us fear and shame. In our
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great despair, we could only pray and wait for the navy boat
that had come once to rescue us from that hell. But although
we waited, the despair of being abandoned on a desert island
began to grow and became deeper every day. We started feel-
ing fully the thoughts, bitter and painful, of a life without
a tomorrow and our supplics continually depleting, of fati-
gue in the face of so many scarches and hunts by the fisher-
men.

On Nov.8, another refugee boat was towed to the
island by Thai fishermen. On board had been 21 person, but
one had been thrown into the ocean and drowned so only 20
joined us. The next day, Nov 9, there came another boat,
this time with 37 Vietnamese on board. A fourth vessel was
brought to us on the night of the 15th and it gave us 34
morc refugees, all of whom were tossed into the sea about
lkilometer from shore so that 16 drowned, including four
women and three children. Of the 18 remaining, when
they reached shore, they had no time to rest before the
women were taken out and degraded in an unimaginably
barbaric way.

The following day the body of a nineteen year old
youth was washed up on the beach and we gathcred to re-
trieve it and give the victiin of the pirates a simple funcral.
We bundled the corpse in a nylon sack and laid it on a plank
carried by 4 pcople. Those who came behind the procession
prayed softly. A holc rcady dug served as the grave. (We
found out later that the hole was the burial place for 4 chil-
dren refugees from some carlier time.) The body was laid in
the hole and covered with stones and coral. We could not
utter a sound in our grief, but the tears welled in our eyes. A
few days later, the effluvinim rose through the rocks of the
grave and was so heavy that the women hiding in the brush
ncarby had to move to another spot, unable to stand it. It
was good that there was never any epidemic. Of four boats
and 157 people, no one was seriously ill, except for one girl
whose back had been seared when the pirates burned the
bushes looking for her, onc youth who had been scratched
badly when he fcll on the rocks, and the man who had had
his head chopped open and his body ripped up on the shore
when the piratcs threw him down.

Amid all this, we prayed that our plight would not
be forgotten by the outside world, although deep inside ol us

85



the despair increased daily. We were very concerned about
the dwindling supplies. We -had begun eating leaves from the
trees with our grucl, but that wasn’t enough. Wec dug up
arrowroot to boil and cat, but they had to be soaked for days
to remove the oily substance from them and even then they
left the mouth and throat with an itching sensation. Some of
us couldn’t sleep, what with the worry and fear, and they
discovered that a certain type of leaf boiled made a good
sedative. Another type of leaf was used as a vegetable and
made the body feel cooler inside. As for meat, anyone who
could catch any of the creatures could have a choice of many
kinds. There were rats, bats (some as big as a kitten), centi-
pedes (up to 30mm long and said to be rather delicious, not
unlike chicken). Once a couple of people going swimming
came upon a giant sca turtle, which they dragged ashore and
cut up. There was 100 kg of meat there and thousands of
eggs besides. The meat was dried and the eges boiled-you
could say that that was thc only stroke of good fortune for
us in those days.

Also on the 15th, a helicopter flew over us. We ran
out and waved to it. but it was soon too far away. We were
without hope, when two days later it returned and left us
dried fish and rice with some medicines. Wc were as pleased
as if we had been reborin. The outside world knew of us, We
had not been abandoned in distress and shame.

Our being supplied afresh was not lost on the fisher-
men. We had hoped that they would take this as a warning
that the world was protecting us and they must put an end
to their savage activitics. But that was foolish rationalization
and in lact the contrary occurred. Groups of fishecrmen came
and searched us more cruclly than betfore. They took all the
clothing we had left, our torn raincoats, the shirts off our
children. and the women were 100 exhausted to flee when
they wcre taken to be raped. But this did not last long
before it was over.

On Nov.1§, the people who had left us the supplies
by helicopter returned with a navy patrol boat. We learned
that this was the UN. High Comnissioner for Refugees’
representative in Thailand. Mr. Theodre Schweitzer. Mr.
Schweitzer on ovur island along with a doctor who
brought some medical instruments and medicines. As our
sick and injured were being attended to, we took Mr.Schweit-
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zer 1o some of our hiding places from which the women
crawlcd out as soon as they heard we were being recued.
Some of the women indeed had to wait for us to crawl in and
drag them out, they were so weak. With his own cyes, Mr.
Schweitzer saw us pull the women out from under the rocks.
Upon seeing the light of day, they collapsed. Mr.Schweitzer
was so moved he could not bear to watch any longer. His
camera recorded many priceless scenes: women Coming up
from the decp rocks, hiding places in the thick brush of the
jungle, the spot that had been bumed by the pirates searching
for women to rape. the simple unmarked grave in the coral,
and the gaunt faces full of terror. Mr.Schweitzer tried to com-
fort the suffering and encourage us, telling us that those
terrible things would now be over.

We were deeply touched by his concern and would
like to at this time and in the name of all the 157 refugees on
Ko Kra on that day express our gratitude to the U.N. repre-
sentative and all his staff. Your devotion and eagerness have
realized most nobly the spirit of the human rights declaration
of the U.N. Within the area of your competence and autho-
rity, vou did as much for us as anyone could, acting most
swiftly and necessarily.

Presently we are in Pakpanang district, waiting to
complete the precessing before we can go to the refugee
camp in Songkhla. New we have no fears, and boldly raise
our voices before the Thai government and the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees fo denounce the barbaric action
of a number of Thai fishermen, perpetrated against us, espe-
cially our women, for the 21 days we stayed on Ko Kra Is-
land.

The pain will pass and time will take away the
sorrow. We would apply the teachings of the Buddha if we

say that all resentment should be cast off, not put on,
but here the problem cannot be looked at from a philosophi-
cal point of view, rather trom that of the safcty of those
Victnamese refugees coming after us taking the samc route
we took. We hope that our denunciations before the cons-
cience and opinion of the world will causc the Thai govern-
ment to pay more heed to the robbery and rape taking place,
which according to reports has been going on for yeuars but
only now has concrete witnesses. We hope our accusations
will create an opportunity for organizations of an interna-
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tional scope, such as the UN.H.C.R., the International Red
Cross and Amnesty International, to seek out effective means
to protect the human dignity and lives of the refugees coming
at later times so that they do not experience the same trage-
dies we have.

And finally, we hope our accusations will create a
public opinion that will influence our friends and relatives
back home to take more caution in fixing their flight for
freedom through Thai waters, or better yet, find another
route altogether. If even this cannot be donethen at least do
not bring women with you.

Freedom is something extremely noble and precious.
Any journey in search of that freedom must have a price. It
is our wish that when our expcriences through blood and
tears have been publicized to those who will come later, the
price thcy will have to pay for their freedom will not be as
high.

Pakpanang, Nov.24, 1979
Nhat Tien
Vice-Chatrperson

of the Vietnam Pen Club
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IN THE END——LOVE WINS OUT

Songkhia, Thailand.— Last June 15, the 157 victims
of the Ko Kra Island atrocities along with all the refugees in
the camp in Songkhla celebrated a special wedding whose
significance was not confined to the camp but extended to
ali the boat people refugces. The bride, Maria Nguyen Thi
Hanh, 18, former student at thc Normal School, and the
groom, Giusc Do Trung Nghia, 25, former student at the
School of Science in Saigon, both were among the 157 peo-
ple whose ordeals on Ko Kra Island have moved the entire
world. Both were aboard an unnamed boat of 34 people,
thrown into the sea by pirates after they were taken to Ko
Kra so that only 18 people survived. The bride had clung to
a lifesaver and floated throughout the night before she was
rescued. The groom had left with a 19 year-old brother, who
was one of the unfortunates who drowned and whose body
washed ashore to be buried on Ko Kra by the others.

3 Fate had brought these young people unto the is-
land hell. There they shared each other’s suffering and they
relied on each other through the days of fear and hardship.

When they joined the camp at Songkhla, the hurt
could not separate the two and in the end love won out.
They decided to have the wedding on the day before they
were to leave to resettle in the United States. In attendance
at this wonderful ceremony were the full Board of Represen-
tatives of the Songkhla camp, all important religious delega-
tes and representatives of alt elements of their fellow refugees
in the camp. Following the services at the Catholic church,
a very emotional, though simple, reception was held to con-
gratulate the couple.

The matching of these 2 youths who had been vic-
tims of the hell of Ko Kra speaks not only of the love of a
husband and wife that shares to the end, but also manifests
the courageous and indomitable spirit of all the boat people,
who have passed through every suffering and danger to attain
their goal of escaping the Communists in search of freedom.

During the ceremony, the groom announced, with
a lump in his throat, “we have always felt that the honor
of the women who were victimized by the pirates remains
as clear and spotless as it was before. They showed their
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courage and bore their suffering in a most admirable way. As
for us, we have shared the pains and we have scen happiness.”

On the morning ol June 19, the happy couple along
with nearly all the victims of Ko Kra Island left to rescttle in
the U.S. A number of direct witnesses have remained at
Songkhla, awaiting the outcome of Lhe pirate trial.

Songkhia, Thailand
June 14.1980

To: Prof. Nguyen Huu Xuong
President, Boat People 85.0.S Committce

On behalf of the 157 victims of Ko Kra Island in the Gulf of
Siam, we wish to extend to you our most sincere gratitude
for the efforts of you and the Boat People 8.0.8. Committee
in your struggle against the pirates, not only for the sake of
our band of boat people, but for all our fellow boat relugees
now coming and soon to come in the future. It was due only
to the swift and efficient action of your commitiec and the
absolute, forceful and determined support of the Catholic
community, the communications media. various groups and
organizations, university students and our campatriots among
the Vietnamese community that, while not yet bringing
about full measures to solve the problem of the tragedies on
the scas, we nonetheless have been able to sound a resound-
ing chord that moved the conscience of the world and at the
same time caused a number of concrele measures to be appli-
ed that may diminish the force of piracy in the Gulf of Siam.

We wish to make this request of you, Professor, that
you convey through the Boat People $.0.58 Committee to all
the Catholic community, communijcations media, organiza-
tion, students and other compatriots our decpest feclings and
our most sincerc thanks for {he display of unity and sympa-
thy which every one in every arena has shared with us by one
means or another to bring us so much comfort and encoura-
gement in the face of the pain and suffenng we’ve borne
during our journeys across the sea to frecdom.

Most notably, it was because of the swift action of
the Boat People 5.0.S Committee, communicaling through
the broad influence of its president within those circles of
the highest authority, that in relation to a suitable resolution
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of the fate of the 157 boat people, our petition of May 7,
1980 was sent and acted upon by your committee and has
resulted in some encouraging measures being taken. The au-
thorities of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs
in Thailand and a delepation from the American embassy
in Bangkok arrived at Songkhla camp on June 13, 1980 to
open official contacts with the 157 Ko Kra victims by ex-
pressing their sympathy and sharing with us our sufferings,
and by promising to deal with the internal problem in two
areas:

1) They will take action so that the trial involving
our witnesses will be concluded soon so that the witnesses
can be resettled in the shortest amount of time and

2) in the meantime, the others in our group who are
not official witnesses will be placed on the resettlement list
of the visiting American delegation so that these individuals
can be gradually resettled. (We decided among ourselves that
some should go to the U.S. first while others remained with
the witnesses.)

We have accepted these measure, first as a show of
sympathy for the plight of the direct witnesses, who have
undergone so much torment already and yet must stay in
Songkhla for a while, and also with a reinforced hope in
world opinien, not because of any progress made in the Ko
Kra trial, but with a feeling that righteousness won over in
the end. Piracy is still with us! We cannot know if the future
of those boat people coming after us will be given more at-
tention or if they will continue to fall into the horrible
tragedies taking place on the sea.

Because of this hope, we ask the Professor in his
capacity as president of the Boat People S.0.5 Committee
to continue to use his influence to maintain the voice of
the suffering victims boat refugees in their struggle until
piracy is eliminated once and for all. We feel that as long as
the problem of Communism in Vietnam remains, the pro-
biem of boat people will remain and the role of your com-
mittee will still be necessary. We promise that we ourselves
will contrtbute actively in all our capacities to assist you and
the committee in every task that is of benefit to our fellow
boat refugees.

Once again, pleasc accept our most sincerc good
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wishes.

The 157 Boat Peopie of Ko Kra Island
signed: Nhat Ticn, Zuong Phuc, Vu Thanh Thuy

FATHER JOE DEVLIN: A MISSIONARY OF LOVE

by Nhat Tien
transl. by Pham Xuan Vinh

I have trouble finding words to express my feelings
about a wondcrful foreigner who has given his thoughts, his
heart, his compassion and his special love to the refugees in
the Songkhla camp.

He is the reverend Joe Devlin, an American Catholic
priest and a person who has been sharing the fate of the Viet-
namcse people not only this time in the refugee camp, but
long before the fall of Vietnam into the hands of the Commu-
nists. His feet had taken him many places in South VN, from
the cities in the coastal area to the beautiful valley and
delta. The names of those places where he once spent his life
were never erased from his mind, even when they were out of
sicht: Long Khanh, Bien Hoa, Vung Tau, Binh Tuy, Minh
Hai... And now he has come to the refugee camp of Songkhla
Thailand. .

Father Joe Devlin was born in 1915 in USA. Follow-
ing his doctorate in thcology, he was ordained to the priest-
hood in 194] in San IFrancisco. In responsc to a special re-
quest of Dr. Phan Quang Dan, who at the time was Secretary
of State in charge of rescttlement program, Father Joe came
to VN in 1970 to help rescttle about 10,000 Vietnamese re-
fugees in Dong Thap Muoi, a huge rural area in the delta of
South Vietnam.

These refugees had been brought to this new area
following their cscape from communist-controlled arecas. In
1974, he asked to be transferred to Phan Thict city in the
coastal area to help local authorities with their project to
resettle huge waves of refugees fleeing the Communists from
the cities in Central VN and the Highland. When Phan Thiet
was taken over by the Communists, he refuscd to et himself
be rescued by a heiicopter of the U.S. Naval 7th Fleet. Ins-
tead he accompanied the refugees aboard their boats to seek
safety in Vung Tau, which was then stillunder control of the
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free Vietnamese government. He is very proud of being one
of the first “boat people”, even before today’s boat people.

From 1975 to 1979 he became actively involved
in activities for the rcfugees at the refugee camps in the U.S.
mainland. But in Nov. 1979 he retumed to Southeast Asia
to serve the boat pcople in Songkhla, Thailand, as a voluntcer.
Through his wonderful service to human beings. Father loe
has become a great friend to the people of Victnam. He
sympathizcs and shares in the fate of a small nation that has
been submerged in war after war lor over a quarter of the
century. He shares in the griefs, the pains, the distress of a
people who expericnced the sudden and violent fall of the
entire free Victnam of the South. He understands what this
people has been suftering under the communist voke. He has
come to meet the boat people who have just set foot from
their tiny make shift boats on to frec land. They come with
fizht-stricken hearts, with torn clothes hanging on their
starving bodics. They bring with them the intense pain of
having to leave their loved ones bchind back home. They
come to freedom as though they had just come back to life
from their graves. Thcy need the helping hand of semeone
who really cares and, most of all, they necd consolation,
comfort for their war-torn broken hearts and exhausted
bodies.

He always wears his white clergyman’s garment, and
on his chest he pins a little insignia bearing Free Victnam’s
National Flag and two inscribed words: “South Victnam™.
This meaningfu] symbol tclls everyone that he keeps South
Vietnam in his heart all the time.

Follwing each Mass he spends time speaking to his
congregation. He always mentions his admiration of the
extreme courage of the Viermamecse who daringly accept
risks and challenges awaiting thcm at sea in order to seek
freedom. We can say thai he shares in the joys, the ‘sorrows;,
the worries of the refugees living under adverse conditions in
camp. He always has some petty cash with him so he can
heip anyone who is in urgent need.

He was once found furious. What made him so
upset? The story began like this: in the afternoon of Feb.28
1980, while walking on the only road in the camp, he came
across a little girl of 10 years old standing crying alone on the
roadside. Through his talk with the poor little girl he lcarned
that she was an unaccompanied refugee child. There are
many children like this in the camp. Some came to the camp
after their parents and brothers and sisters had lost their lives
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to the sea; others had been sent out with their neighbors
while their parents remained in Vietnam because they could
not afford to leave with them. Because everyone suffers a
critical shortage of basic needs, no one has much time or
energy left to take care of these children who have come
along to safety. No until that evening did Father Joe find
out for himseif the core of the tragedy thru the living exam-
ple of that suffering little child. In his homily that evening
mass, Father Joe didn’t mention anything else other than his
strong feelings for the case of the little girl. He said: *From
now on anyone who knows of such a case, please let me
know right away. We cannot leave those (unaccompanied)
children to their own fate. 1 repeat ‘We cannot’!”

His face turned red. His lips quivered. He was rare-
ly outraged. His attitude touched many people of the con-
gregation. They were moved to tears by such a wholehearted
petson. Right on the following day a group of boat people
and members of the Parish Council met to discuss and find
possible ways to respond to Father Joe’s wish.

Two weeks later a day care center for unaccompani-
ed refugee children was established and provided for by
Father Joe’s own money. A tent was repaired and turned
into a goodJdooking day care center. The center is equipped
with a kitchen, school furniture and a water pump. Every-
thing looks well-prepared for the children’s sake. The center
has the following practical objectives:

. To feed the children nutritious food from a ration
funded by Father Joe;

2. To teach them classes of history, geography of
Vietnam, drawing, music, Victnamese and English;

3. To guide the children in their recreation, games,
and physical exercises;

4. To introduce their cases to voluntary agencies for
immediate follow-up and speedy sponsorship.

At the opening ceremony there were up to 60 ehi-
gible children. The center is in good regular operation. The
center means a lot to the children. It brings great comfort
to them-materially and spiritually—while they wait for reset--
tlement.

The above project is only one of the many beautiful
jobs that Father Joe has been doing for the welfare of the
refugees in the camp. Al of these works flow from Father
Joe’s generosity, affection and sympathy because he has a
deep understanding of all that the refugees have suffered
from.
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At the time thousands of Cuban rcfugees were
expelled by Fidel Castro Lo the U.S. shore, Father Joe fcit
that the adnussion ol Victnamese Refugees might be affec-
ted, so he ursed boat people in the camp (there were about
6000 at the time) to join in his “signature campaign™ peti-
tioning the lcaders of the American Catholic Church and the
Pope to voice the sutferings of the refugees. The petitions
ask that more efforts be made for the refugecs. The requests
in the name of the refugees at Songkhla were prepared by
Father Joe himself.

I there is no change in Vietnam and the Commu-
nists remain in control of the land, many peoplc will leave
the country. Thus, for the rcmaining years of his working
life, Father Joes love is more and more attached to the boat
people coming to the camp.

We refugees always talk about him as a human being
with an enlightened heart. His heart is a guiding light for us,
teaching us to love and care for one another.

In his homilies at the daily mass, he always encoura-
ges refugees to overcome feelings of inferiority that so many
of us have. He keeps saying, “It is we foreigners who should
learn from your courage and sacrifices. In the history of
mankind there has never been a people willing to cope with
s0 many dangers at sea to seck a life of freedom like your
people have been struggling for...”
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OFRCE OF THE PREME MINGTER.
GOVERNEENT HOUSE.
RANGKON,

lp April 1980

Dear Dr. Ven Thich Man Giac :

H.E. General Prem Tinsulanonda, the Prims
Minister, instricted me 10 convey to you and through you,
to the Yietnamese Buddhist Congrzgation in America hia
sincers appreciations for your letter of February 29, 1980,
concerning the capture and toriure of Vietnamese boat
people of which he deeply regrets.

It is my honour and distinct responsibility to
inform you that the Government of Thailand is well - aware
of the recent growing number of pirate activities and has
diliberately determined to pursuz vigerous policies against
them, The pirate activites in the Gulf of Thailand do not
1ake place in the Thai territorial watery only. Cur Folice
Marine has to combat against those terrorrista who, from
time to time, attacked not only the Viet boat peapl
bat alsao those of Thai nationalily as well, Funhbormore,
the long casiera coast of Thailand doza not facilitate our
amall Marine Force to accomplish such operation.

Realizing the inhumane action towards the
Vietnamesc boat people, Hia Ex-ellency has inatructed the
cemceraed officials ta investigate thia case in particular,
The racult shall be Further deliversd Lo you a3 soon as
powsible.

With beal regaris,

Sincerzly yours,

f
Colonel

{Chamlong Srimuang]
Szcratary-General

Dr. Ven Thich Man Giac
863 5. Berenda Sirzet
Loz Anpeles, CA 5005
U.SA



PETITION

whersas at leaat ono third of hundreds of thousands Indockinese refugeos
have drowned In high yras due 0 tempesis, storms and died from thirst,
unger and long exposures,

shoreas tens of thousands of boat people, In extresely dangerous situstions,
have besn denied the right of belng rescoed, have been refused adequate
pelp and assistance as ruled by international saritise laws,

Vhoreat, most shockingly of all. sany of the boat people are victims of
frequeny acts of pivacy Inclwding hold-ups, tortures, riges and even
killinys and other mrrible crives which pultiple svidence hava bren
publicly browght to the attention of humsn consclence (Press release
attached),

it {5 hareby requested:

That the United Maklons* High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs take Immediste
sciions to pravent such calamities imposed o Indochipese boat people by
pirates on high seas, especially that public bearing sessions be held 1o
attract attention of the United Narlons' authoritles,

That the Covernments of all Kations especially the ASEANM countries combine
efforts to save the lives of the unfortunate Indochiness bost people,
moreover to stop the shameful acts of plracy which, together with
cowmunist viglence and terrorism, ars blackening the memory of this
goneration of mankind,

Thet the United States of America, as leading natTon of the Free World with
undeniable responsibilicies wis-a-vis huran rights, use frs influence
te ask other cowntries to
{1) activaly contribute to the rescue of boat peaple;

{2) put an end to acts of piracy by frequent navalfolice aperations
in respre I1slands located both in international and within esch
respectlve country's territorial waters, especially Tn the
southeastarn part of the Pacific Ocean.

* One thovoaod signatureos are on File et the Baac
paople S_0.5. Cormittes Offica,
6970 Linda Vista Road — San Diego, Ca. 92111
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA . - -
HEALTH and WIEI.F!::RE AGENCY
] OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Ko I Ollose 915 CAMTOL MALL. ROOM 200
Sacramenta, California 95874
Jaras W aan [916) 4456951
UNDERSECHETARY
March 6. 1980

Mr. Xuong Nguyen hou
Chafrman

The Boat People 505 Committee
6570 Linda ¥ista Road

San Diego, CA 92111

Dear Mr. Xuong:

As Chairperson of the Gavernor's Indochinese Refugee Task Force,
Governor Brown has asked that I respond to your recent letter
to him in which you soticit his endorsesent of the letter you
plan to send to the King of Thaitand, I am sure all who read
about the barbaric acts of the pirates against the refugees
were apalled at their conduct.

T am taking the Viberty of forwarding your Tetter to Mr. Victor
Palnieri, Ambassador-at-Large for Refugee Affairs in the State
Department. 1 am sure he Is equally concerned over this situa—
tion and possible official action at that Tevel would be far
more effective,

Let us all hope there will be no further atrocities directed
against refugees or any other groups throughout the world.

Sincerely,

cc: Amhassador Victor Palmierd
Office of the U.5, Coordinator for
Refugee Affairs
State Departwent 7526
2201 C Street, K.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520

F THE



VE_TNAMESE BUDDHIST CONGREGATION IN AMERICA
TONG HOI PHAT-GIAQ VIET-NAM TAI HOA-KY

863 5 Berenwic Sirast  Los Angelss CA 30005
1212} 3B4-9638

Fatwoary 29, 1340

Your foyal dighness
Yragident, World Fellowship of Bwddniats
_ pangkox, Thatland.

Your Boyal dihneswe:

I nagve received & painful mt af 15§ viet boat people
being held ax prisoners on the island of {oxra hy tne Yhai pirates for
20 daya. During this tioe, woms of them had been repeatedly beatesn, obbed,
Taped and surdered.

yhe auihors of thiz account azced me to Dafse this report known wo tasm
public s0 tnai we people of the world would bhe informed of the traeic fate
of the Tiptnansse boat yefuxesw and toe crusliy coRaiiied oy the Tnai pirate.

¥ profound respect for you, my admitatiou aud lovafor your people
and your gounury Das dictated Ae 1o geud tols Tepory o you instead. 1
fervenily rops that 7ou would uze your opwer and influence to prevent
pimilar incidanis froa bappening in tne fuuuce.

Youra in :ns

You. Ir. roden MI; Liac
Frevideat.
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TEEEREEE gongress of the Wnited States =T
————— Fause of Representatibes
U AN Waspingen, L. 20515

March 3, 1980

His Majesty Bbumibol Adulyadet
King of Thailand

Chitlada Palace

Bangkok, Thailand

May ir please Your Majescy:
I fully endorse the plea of the Scat People
505 Committee of San Diego. I would hope that you
would carefully consider their sincere entrearies.
incerely,

L1 1 Van Deerlin
Member of Congress

LVD:c
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May 3, 1980

Nguyen Huu Xuong, Ph.D.

Boat People 2.0.5. Committee
6970 Linda Vista Road

S5an Diego, Califernia 92111

Dear Dr. Xuong:

Many thanks for your recent letter setting forth
the atrocities encountered by Indochinese refupee boat
people in their journey to freedom.

As you kmow, I have always been a strong supporter
of human Tights apd fully share your view that such
barbarous viclations must be prevented in the furure.

I will persist in encouraging a stronger humapnitarian
leadership to help relieve the appalling human tragedies
that have befallen the boat people and other refugees.

Again, thank you for writing. With best wishes,

Sin 1y,

etk
Edward M. Kennedy
Chairman



HAUT COMMISSARIAT DES NATIONS UNIES
POUR LES REFUGIES

UNITED MATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR REFUGEES

IONAL OFFECE &7 LIMITED NATHME HEADOURNTE RS DECEGRYION ALF UEGE DEX MATWIME UMt

Hew Yook TELEFHMONE- 13130 7~

6 May 1930

Dear Myr. XImong,

¥We wish to ucknovledga receipt of your letter of 24 March
1980,

The attacke of piracy against Vietoasene refugeea of f the coast
of Thailand to which you make refereuce in your letter iz, indeed,
& miter of most serious copcern and has been the aublect of copsulta—
tion beiween the Secretary—Gensral and the High Coxzissioner for Hafugees,
Mr. Poul Bartling.

You will be glud to lesyn that the tion of the go
¢oncerned has been culled to this situation and full awasures are being
taken to preveot apd ponish these appalling incidests. In edditionm,
the High Comissioner, with the support of certain member govermaents,
bas urranged for m fast patrol hoat to be placed at the dispoaal of the
Governoent of Thailand 1o assist thes in undertaking the pecessary
swrveillnnce. IKHCR is alzo continging its efforts to mobilire further
governaentul support io cartailing sets of this naturs.

Thank you for the interest mmd concern yYou bare expresoed over
what is wndoubtedly an 1y serious problem. Fleans be assured
that your viewa mre Tully shared by responsible officials at the highest
level in the United Nations system who wre pursuing initiatives towvards
& solution of the problem by a concerted effort of the internaticuwl
comnity.

Yours aincerely,

Gl

I. Hayuds (Mrs.)
Inforpation Officer

Mr_ Mguyen Huu Xuong, Presideat
Boat. People 5.0.5. Committes
6970 Linda Vista Roed

San Diega, Ca 92111



Zan Dicgwe, ielifwreia %2151
N.5.A.

Februacy 29, 1988

His Hajesty Bhumibol Adulyadet, ¥ing of Thailaod
Chitlada Palace
Bangkok - Thailand

Hay it please Your Majesty:

Uoder the spectre of Communizm thaf has grown daily greater, our country of
Vielnam hasintne pany of Lthe zost paloful adversities. This is esperially [roe
afrer April 33, 1975 when Suuth ¥ietnam fell ipte Comeunist hands, wlen milliens
of our people have been forced to endure grave peril, lcaving their councyy
and crossing the ocean to seek frecdom. OF these refugees, Chousands have come
ta Your shores and received Your assistaoce, care, and accommodation as they
maited resertleneat in other countries. This gracicus and meritorious deed is
due primarily to the enlightened rule of Your Hajesiy amd of Her Majesty the
fueen., 35 well as ro the tolerance of the govermment amd people of Thailand, a
peaple deeply inculcated in the compassion of the Boly Buddha, As a result,
not only are ghe refuptes grateful io You, bot all the wrld expresses its
adwiration for Your cownctry. We semd our deepest and sincerest thanks ro Your
Majesty, Ber Hajesty the Queen and che government and penple of Thailamd.

Houever, comcurrent with this admirable siteation, in past moaths, a nucher
of our Vietpasese boat people, sfter having been in Your waters, have suffered
crue] and barbarous atrecitles that rause grear paln and distress ro them.

Among these bioody and tear—filled incidents is the mistreatment of refugees on
the islard of Ko Kra in Hovember 1979, Every day, boar load after boar lead of
pirates came ashore to rob, forturc wen and yape women.  After 20 days of erdeal,
the refupces were led o szafety by a representative of the High Commissioner of
Refugee Affairs of cle United Hations. The official records also show that
during a meering with g Unlted Sation”s representative in Pak Panang, some rape
wictims had the opportunity te accuse thé pEirates before Thal police {these
pirares were quite confideot that the vicrims would nor dakre to accuse thex
publicly) . The Thai polfce 1ook lieele actlon evenchough accusatiops were Fileod
with full evidence. For more details we arr enclosing an open letper uritren
by two of the victiss for Your consideration.

We are certalo that these rerrible aod Inbuman actloos run contrary to the
policy of the Royal Fawily, the feelings of the goveroment amd people of Thailand,
sullying in po little vay the meritorfous acticns of the Royal Family and
government which are strill beilng performed for Lhe beoefit of the boat people.
Such ichwman acuion are alzo stirring uwp wnfavorable worldwide public opinion.

Therefore, im the face of the peril thar has rhreatened and fs =rill
chreatening the lives, propercy and dignity of freedomloving people crossiog
the sea and in light of the prestige of the Hoyal Family amd Your Natiom, we
respectfully submit rhis Ierter te Your Majesty, Her Majlesty the (ueen,amd 1o
the Thai government, strongly hopiog thai stecn measures be taken against rhosg
responsible for che great tragedics mcotioned above. Ye also respectfully
request Your Majesty, Her Majesey the Queen, and the Thai government to stop
2% mooa as pagsible these horrible acrions thai are affecting the prear reputa-—
tion of the Thal peaple.



With this hope, wve pray that the lloly Fddha bless and protecc che Roval
Family and al} rthe Thai people, that You forever enjoy peace and prosperity,

and Lkat the Thai shores be 2 vafe and cordial T

fresdon,

/’_ llguyen Yan Nghi, Chairman

Council of Indochinese Associatioms
and

President of the Vietnamese Catholic
Asszociation

VYenerable Thich Tri Chon

Buddhist Spiri.tual Leader, San Diego

){LAQA?HEU#W

Nguyen Huu k[:ia, Director

lodnchinese Refugee Assistance Center

\MMM

N¥guyen luu Khang, Director
Prelegal Aid Scrvices of Indochinese

\_7 canm cmH{ch

Frasn Hanh Phue, Vice President
Yicenamese Alllance Association

pt gy gax, ﬁ}s!dflﬂ{'f’ f

Tzan Van Khaog, M.D.
¥ivtnamese Alllapnce Association

Fhan Lac Tien, Writer

{]'lﬂ’l‘lf/w—J

lhl;-qwn Hpuyen, Ceneral Secretacy
¥letapese Pilor Association

Do Yuang Giai, Chafrman
Vietnamese Student Assoclacion
San Diepe State University

.. _)'j_/.(kt'___,_,_,_-—'—'—'_

vn for people seehing

Respectfully yuurs,

KiLomp, Ngnyzn lluu, Fh.D., Chairman
The Boar People 505 Commivree

kr.!_c;v - /.;"Ur 16%‘7““/

Rev. Do Quang Bien
Chaplaia Vietpamese Carholic
Cormmnity of San Diega

Hlogng Jithy Lo—

Indechloese Service Center

G—fnflf.\,; Ta{,(w\._._

Fham Quang Tuan, Advisor
Vietnamese Communicy Foundatien

/Z’L A

VYu Kioh Tran, Fresidenr
Vietnamese Education and Culrure

Association
=

Creee <o
Dinh Thinh, Ceneral Secretary
Vietnagese B =t Association

Le ¢ Thuy, Fh, D., Blochemist
University of California, San Dirgo

Abtlachb b ——

Dinh Thach Bich, Editor
Vietnam Hal Npoal Hagazipe

gt

Luc Phuong ¥inh, Chairsam
Viet Hilitary Per

1 Overseas



COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

BOARD OF SUPEAVISORS ro—
g I

Fobyuary 25, 1580

His Majesty Bhumibol Adulyadet, King of Thalland
Chitlada Palace
Bankof, Thailand

May it Please Your Majesty:

Az Chairman of the San Diego County Beoard of Supervisors,
I am endoreing the letter sent to you by the Council Sf Indo-
c¢hinese Organizations of San Diegg. The letter condemns the
atxpcities committed against the Vietnamese boat people by
Thail pirates.

I respectfully address this letter to Your Majesty and to
the Thai government in hope that you will take stern measures
againat those individuals responsible for the crimes against
the boat people and that you find an effective means to prevent
these crimes.

I send my deepest thanks to Your Majesty and the government
apd people of Thailand for the assistance you have given the
bhoat penple awaniting resettlement in other countries.

I pray the Holy Buddha bless and protect the Royal Family
apd that you may forever enjoy peace and prosperity.

Your consideration is appreciated.
éﬁuw

HEDGEC! » Chairman
Board of Supervisaor

RH:f9

©¢: Xuong Hguyen hun, Chairman
The Boat People 505 Committes

WG PACHIC HIGHWAT. SAN DMEGEE, TALIFOArA £3t



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. SAN DIECO

Nelmm Y - BATE - TAVINK - 10% aBCEIEs - SuvEstate - TaM S - SAN FRANCIOO

PEFARTMENT OF CHEMTSTRY, 3817
LA JOLLA, CALIFINUMNIA 9200

Ocrober 9, 1980

¥r. Cpry Perkins, Repressntatlve

United Rerions High Commiszioner for Refugees
1785 Masstacbusetts Avenoe, 3.H.

nahingron, D.C. 20036

Dear My. Perkins:

An pisted in our telephooe comversation yeaterdwy, the Boat People 505
Commitcee will really appreciate your sending ua all the informationm akout
the syrangencots the Bigh Commissioner has mmie with Singapore abour picking
up the "boar people” froo commercial ships. We also apprecigte kmowing aboul
your efforts ro make these arrangesente known to shipownsrs and nhip captaing.

Our comaittee i very comceroed about finding ways to relleve rhe auffering
of the "boat people™ who flee Viet-Ham. From informstion that we receive
directly from rhe refugee camps, the sufferlogs ars fmwense. HMany boats are
attacked over and over by the piratea, some vp to forty times. Many refugees
are Imprisioned oa deserred islands by pilvates whn cowe day sfter day to tob,
wurder and rape them. Other boats are stranded rm far amay islands without
any food and some of their members have to resort Lo eating desd people’s
fleeh 1n order to aarvive.

Afrer interviewing many refugees, we have found one ertprtling statistic: the
"boat people" always mecr one ar more commerical ships even before meeviog
the pirates. Somé ships show concern, glving them food sl water but refuse
to pick them up., Others zimply ignore them. Perbaps the captains are afraid
about immigratica troublez at the next part. The refugees feel stromgly that
1f the Tnited Harionz Bigh Cosmistloner for Refugees can give fome warcantles
that the refugees will be picked up from the ships and transfexred Lo exzisting
refugee camps, the ship captalng will be more willing to let them rome aboard.
Thiz act will relieve much of the suffering of the bpar people.

I was delighred to hear from you that sowe similar arrangerents have been made.
We would like to know moere abouwr these arrangesents to sake them bercer knosm
to the maritise world. We would also like to perkrion the governwents of all
the involved cowntries to bave them support these policics more strangly.

I would like to take this occasion to transfer to you all the thanks of the
bast people. Every refugee stated clearly that their saffering only ended
with rhe arrival of a representative from the 0.%.H.C.R. offire. They are
really grateful to the dedication of rhese workers.

Mr. Gary Perkins, Representarive October 9, 1980

Boited ¥ations Algh Commiszsioner for Refugees
Fage 2

I enclose here one of the many lerters thar we receive from the refuger
cympa Ao that you have some {dea of thelr sufferingsz-

Sincerely,

- ’J' Gt A,‘A.IL
Tuong Xguyen huu
Profeasor uf Physics, Chemintry
and Blclogy
and Chafrman, The Buat People 505
Commitcoe
4635 Sauk Avenuc
Sen Diegn, €A 32117



DEFARTHENT OF STATE

Taskingter. DE TS0

July 15, 1980

Nguyen Huu Xuong, Ph.D
President

Boat People 505 Coomittes
6970 Linda ¥ista Road

San Diego, Califoroia 92111

Dear Dr. Nguyen:

I refer to your correspondence of April 16 to
Presldent Carter enclosing a petition calling attention
to the problem of pirate attacks on Vietnamese boat
refugees in the Gulf of Thailand.

This tragic situation has been a matter of concern
for the pepartment of State for many months, In Janwary,
we jointly participated with the Dnited Nations RAigh
Compigssioner for Refugees {UNHCR) in the purchaze of a
boat to eeek out refugees in the Gulf of Thailand and
provide for their reliet. Manned by Thai Navy personnel,
this boat began operations wnder DNHCR direction in
May. MAdditionally, during the spring, two privately
owned mpercy ships began te cruise in the Golf to pick
op refugees whenever spotted. Since that time, several
humdred refugees have been rescued at sea by these
Ehips.

The Thai Goevernment, I should note, is prosecuting
alleged pirates for crimes against refugees. On June
25, seven Thai men {detained since October 1979) were
convicted in a Thai court ia Songkhla of rapaing and
robbing refugees and were given sentences averaging 16
years. Earlier in June, the Thai Government publicly
stated its intention to mount a more active program
against the pirates and invited assistance in this
endeavor.

The US Havy has assigned patrol aircraft to search
for refugeesa in distress as one of their missions. and
on =everal occasions these aircraft have directed
passing merchant ships to refugees threatened by pirates,
V5 naval vessels which transit the Golf of Thailand
otten pick refugees up as well.

Under the auspicesa of the DNHCR, a meeting to
discuss anti-piracy measures is planned and will be
attended by the ASEAH countries and other concerned
comntries including the United States. Additionally,
the Department of 5tate and our Embassy in Bangkok are
discussing with the Thai Government a number of sugges-—
tions to combat thia menace, and we are seeking funds
to work with UNHCR and other countries to this end.
piracy in the Gulf of Thailand, however, has a history
which antedates the appearance of the Vietnamese boat
refugees and is of a complex and obdurate nature. 1 am
hopeful that the steps already taken will develop into
a more effective anti-piracy program.

Your humapitarian concern for the welfare of
the Indochinese refudgees is deeply appreciated. I
hope that the foregoing information is useful to you.

Sincerely,

A "

Elizabeth K. Powers
Refugee ‘and Migration Officer
Office of Asian Rkefugees



VIET NAM COUPLE DESCRIBE 20 DAY ORDEAL
San Diego Union, Feb. 11,1980

A letter from Thailand describing a 20-day ordeal of
kidnap, robbery and rape of 157 “boat people™ by Thai
pirates has prompted refugees in San Diego to mount a po-
litical campaign against the Thai government.

A Coalition led by UCSD physics professor Nguyen
Huu Xuong calls itself the Boat People SOS Committee.
They intend to appeal to the U.S. government to pressure the
Thais to crack down on the pitates.

But they also will protest directly to the Thais
themselves, if necessary, appealing to the king and queen of
that country to intervene against the pirates, Xuong said.

“We call them pirates, but they’re really fishermen,”
Xuong said. ““There are absolutely no penalties for what they
do',’

In letter to refugees in San Diege and Santee, an
Vietnamese couple, Duong Phuc and Vu Thanh Thuy, wrote
of their experience on the island of Ko Kra.

They said Thai pirates held three boatloads of re-
fugees on the island for 20 days before United Nations of-
ficials rescued them. They also accused the Thai govern-
ment of protecting the pirates from prosecution.

Two days after their arrival, a Thai naval vessel
stopped at the island and the officers aboard promised to
return with help. They never did, according to the two
Vietnamese writers. “The day after Thai navy boat left us,
we were attacked by pirates, searched and raped,” the letter
said.

Pirates attacked one man with hammers, screw-
drivers and pliers to remove his gold teeth, then raped his
I5-vear-old daughter. One woman washed ashore from a re-
fugee boat attacked by other pirates was raped as she reached
land. Others became pirate “wives™ to avoid being passed
from one man to another.

“There was a girl, 12 years old, who hid in a crevice
in the side of a wooded mountain... terrified of every sound
she heard. After suffering thus for 15 days, she couldn’t help
but leave her hiding place, only to be raped on the spot by
four pirates.”

Many women left their families and tried to hide,
crawling under brush or clinging to mountainsides. Some
refused to leave the brush even after pirates set fire to it and
were badly bumed. Vietnamese men who refused to reveal
the hiding places were beaten with hammers and hanged,
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the letter said.

The number of refugees killed on the island was not
specified in the letter. Phan Lac Tiep, one of the San Diego
refugees who received the letter, said at least one of the wri-
ters was injured, but was unsure of details.

Eventually, the group was flown by U.N. helicopters
to the Thai mainland, first at a camp called Pak Panang, then
to the U.N. camp at Songkhla. Many signed formal accusa-
tions apgainst the pirates, some of whom went to the refugee
camp after the island episode had ended.

On the complaints of the refugees, they were arrest-
ed by Thai police, but then released after eight days, the let-
ter said.

“Showing no signs of what they had done, they
mingled with the Vietnamese boat people, joking and care-
free,” the writers said. “They seemed assured the police were
on their side.™

Later, uniformed police officers told some of the
women to take their names off the accusations they had sign-
ed, otherwise later boat people arrivals would be killed, the
refugees said.

The letter writers said they had been journalists in
Vietnam and were writing in hopes that newspapers through-
out the world would print their story.

“We call to the people of Thailand, to the world, to
pressureThai authorities to put a halt to this piracy™ the let-
ter saxd. “Each minute we await vour help.”

Attacks on refugees by Thai vessels is nothing new,
but this is the first time refugees in this country have heard
of -whole boatloads being abducted and held, Xuong said.

Neither the U.N. nor the U.S. State Department
could immediately confirm this story, but officials for both
said that such abductions are not uncommon.

“There is a substantiai problem with pirates in the
area,” State Department spokesman Tom Reston said.*l
think it happens periodically.™

Xuong said the SOS committee plans to protest the
Thai piracy to the Carter administration, the U.N. and Thai
consular authorities in Los Angeles. They also plan to send
letters to King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit of Thailand, ask-
ing their direct involvement.

Furthermore, the committee plans to mount a peti-
tion drive next week during the celebration of Tet, the Viet-
namese lunar new year, Phan said.
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THE PIRATES OF THAILAND
San Diego Union, Editorial

By almost any measure, Thailand has shouldered
more than its share of the international responsibility for one
million Indochinese refugees who have fled Communist re-
gimes in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam since 1975,

The Thais have granted at least temporary sanc-
tuary to hundreds of thousands of these refugees. They have
permitted use of Thai soil for huge refugee camps although
the presence of these foreigners strains Bangkok’s resources
and may yet threaten the country’s political stability. Indeed,
the sanctuary and aid granted starving Cambodians in recent
months may even provoke a Vietnamese invasion of Thai-
land’s eastem provinces.

But for all Thailand’s laudable conduct, it has tole-
rated one outrageous practice that offends every civilized
norm. Thai pirates, operating with virtual impunity in the
Guif of Siam, are subjecting thousands of refugees to ordeals
of rape, robbery, and even murder.

The unarmed refugees in their rickety fishing boats
can neither escape nor defend themselves against the heavily
armed pirates. The sickening tales told by survivors of these
attacks should long ago have moved Thai officials to act.
Instead, the Thais say only that they lack the resources to
police a 2,000 mile coastline.

While that is undoubtedly true, it is also apparent
that Thai police and naval units are not even trying. Nor is
there any sign of a serious effort to investigate the countless
refugee complaints.

It has been suggested that Bangkok’s villingness to
look the other way as Thai pirates plunder, rape, and kill is
the government’s way of discouraging new waves of refugees
from seecking temporary haven in Thailand. If so, it is a vile
tactic fully deserving of international condemnation.

Whatever the reason for the Thai govermment’s
inaction, the consequence is a new plague of suffering on in-
nocents who have already endured a full measure of misery.

The Carter administration could and should use its
considerable influence in Bangkok to press for action against
the pirates. If even a few of these human vultures paid a
price commensurate with their crimes, there would be less
incentive for others to extort profit from Southeast Asia’s
continuing agony.
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Boat People 5.0.S. Committe
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