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Introduction 

Wc know vcry little ;ihr,ut the authijr of this t r ;~ve lo~uc to Laos and Sia~n. And 
lirrlu do we want factual information kcausr 1hi5 was and is  a hnnk of imprcs- 
sions and Icc l ing~.  Mmc Manhi: Basscnne had carlicr puhlishcd. in 11, %LIT dl# 
M ~ ~ t r ~ l t ~ .  an account of her travel to  Cnchinchina whcrc her hushand. U w t o r  
Basxcnne, was cmploycd. L i kz  so many French pmfcssionals. i t  is l ikc ly that thc 
lure nf this relatively waceful pan o f  I'wnch Indrxhina had set their h r d s  racing. 
The tr ip to  their placc of work twk them overland. across Central Asia. Thc 
prcsrnt original fiht edition. and pcrhnps thc only edition as no hwks  cd- Marthe 
arc known. was also puhlihhed i n  the Iircnch t r i vc l  magaline 1-P Iililirr rlrr Motrilv. 

Thc. mapxinu IA, ihrr cltr ~Wturrlr  was l i~unded i n  1 X H )  undcr thu dirtyt ion of 
6drward Chanon and thc cngrauingi to illustratt: it. wcrc donu by -our mnsl 
cclcbra~cd artists.' The 1-ihraric l i a c h u ~ ~ c  c! C ie  puhlishcd i r  from its t ~ f i i c c  in 

Paris a1 rhe Boulevard Saint-Gcmain and listed irs British r>llicc on King Wil l iam 
Stmct. at thc Strand. on  the rrvntispitre. Hnwcvcr. the content was ne~thcr 
g c m i n e  to the t'arisians. nrlr wcrc most of the q i o n s .  citics and countries 
dcscr ikd  on its pdgc's wintly. This was  he beginning of an agc ot the muph and 
ready explorers. undcr th r  patrtlnape 01. princes. k i n ~ s  and businessmen wi th an 
uyc on overseas cxpansir~n. Thcy went on a rampage to acquire t h e .  busincss 
in~tr tsts.  trading posts. and land ... as much territory as possihlc. lor settlers from 
Europe. 

Lt. fit~rr clrr :Wt~~ldc.  must havc hecn and was unti l  well  into the twenrieth ccntury. a 
nrltahlc magazine. Not only hrcausc i t  was lavishly illustrated. wi th engravings 
first. and by thc 1890s also wi th splendid photographs. but also becausc famous 
and inhmclux explorrrs puhlishcd thcir stories in it. Thew wcrc oticn first edi- 
tio~ls. without the tcdium of scientitic and husincss rcports. certainly with any 
'trdde intelligence.' prudently renloved. but wi th rnk~ru l  an~rdores of wi ld  mi- 
n~als. I w a l  mystcT men. and semi-civilized trihcs. since. in that agc. no-one 
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qucslioi~cd thc supcriclri~q. of a JudccKhris~i;~n Wcstcrn ivi-.rjrld cuncrpt t h a ~  had 
not ~ c t  hccn seriously chi~llcngcd by Darwinism or i l i r d~ rn  hcicntific rick-clop- 
mcilts. Atl~cln? thc nrltahlc ilccclunts wcrc illxu translations: for cxilmplc. h. R. 
\V:llli~cc's diwr)vcrics in thc Indo-Malayiin wrjrld of ilninlals and plru115. wcrc 
-hr>t' enrluyh to find their way into Lx fijrtr (111 .Wtnrilr, a s  hooks in thcir firs1 Frc~lch 
tnnslation. S~anley's attcmpls ttl f i l~d I .i\=in~strlnc a11d thr. latlcr's ow11 firiitl hours 
i~nd  tlcccasc.. a s  rccr>rcicd in his diaries. u=crc trmslatcd lor crmsumptirj11 by Ihc 
vast nul l ikr  01- in~cllc.ctu;~ls and pclliticians who mastcrcul 1:xnch. thcn slill a 
li~i#rrrr,fi-trilr-(I and thc diplomatic Iilnpu-qc par c.xccllcnce. hcttcr 1ha11 Englihh. a 
tridcr's pilrli~ncc. 

Olicli. we no l o n ~ c r  rc l~~enlber  such lirst. serialized editions: who would. lijr 
s s iu~~p lc .  know t h a ~  Frincis Ciarnicr's accounl ot thc mission lhat had k e u n  wilh 
Doudan d r  I .agrCc-s cxpluration of thc Mukong. had hcrn published in 1.r 7i)rrr ill{ 
.Mt~~~rlc's cdilions of lhc early 18705. In 1863. vnlumc Vlll o f t h r  o nap zinc carricd 
the S;iti~i,iy diurs 1t.s Ro-~irrtrir.s clr S i ~ t r r .  di, l r . ~ ' r r r t r l ~ ~ l , ~ ~ ,  (It, Lrros rr i\~rtri,.s Pcirtir,.s 
Cr~r t t - t l l~ .~  tit. I'ltr(1t~-Cirbir of liunri Mouhot. 'a Iircnuh r~aturalist.' Richly illuh- 
tritcd w i ~ h  drawings hitwd on photr~graphs that was uach one in irsclfa n1astt.r- 
piccc, cvcn though the r n a ~ u i n c  was. rrt-course. all black and while. 

Thus. d o  wu tidie all what has bcyn dcscr ikd  in these p;lges in black and whitc. 
More hccauw. likc M a ~ ~ h c  Bltssenne's work. Inany travclogucs wcrc a l m r ~ t  
copid word-by-word Crt~rn a carefully conscrvrd and religiously kcpt up-toditc 
diary. I tivun though engravinys arc often marked a s  'ti'rrj~r2.s kl. :Wt~rtltr~i.' for his 
work as Iur most olhcrs. we believc. that. in Irlcjst ~dit ions.  the artisl'z crcalivity 
has hccn ncatly channcld .  if not restrained. by muticulously d c h i l ~ d  descriptions 
of  what struck thc cyc of the Western travulcr i11 thcw stranye world?; ot silvasc. 
rivcrs arid dense junylcs. Manhe Basscnnc- hr~wuvcr. writing in 19W. and appar- 
cntly annrd  wilh a calncra. was a l r c d y  livine in that i~gc cjCs~ills. alhcit black and 
whi~c.  t h a ~  Iuivc much less to lw Iilled in by ~ h c  in~aginitlion of thr: ads t .  What she 
did IIOI record hcrsclf. was documcntud w i ~ h  othcr pholographs. produc-cd h\; 
cnnlcrnporiq artists, t u m d  ct ln~n~ercial  q c n l s  ~ale?;men of  forrr-i.~-/i~. prinls 
u~ulttf-lr-lrrirr.. The incwapahlc J. Antonio. a Bmgkrdi hascd photographer who 
had first wcorktd as a drawing ttu'hnician for ~ h c  Rr~yal Siamcw Railway Ikparl- 
mcnt, also ligurcs hcrc. Onc would almost wish to hi: his inheritor. if only his 
mastcr ctoH~u-tion of n c p ~ i v c s  Lor the prints t h a ~  ~ravrlcd wc>rldwiJc ill ?iuitc;~sc?i of 
numerous travelers. could hc located! 



W -  shoulri howc.\.cr lira forget thiit Mrlrthc I3assc1inc and LA' 7it11r (111 : t J o 1 1 ~ 1 ~  wtrc 
solirlty tircnch - 'c.c>ltrr~' wc  night add. Such Cccli~igs r l f .  allnost I C M ~  nculral 
aJlnir;~ticm Cor ~hcsc. clcvcr people who managed to rcmain a bufrcr slak hetwcrll 
Indwhin;~ imd British Burma. as wc can wild bc.tm=ecn thc lincs in R;is\cn~lc's 

hricf rcp)n 011 who crlnlrtlls Iriitfc in Ban~kok.  remind (us o r  ~ h c  wounrlud pride ut 
thc. I-.rcnch cr~loniill intcrcs~s. so aptly Crustratcd by thc support IO Sianl oC stlmc 
0thc.r. u~ i~~ l c~~ t i un i l h l c  arch-nc-ulmlists. the Belgians. Onc must nsvcr lilrgct what 
l i r s  khinJ. and takcs prcurdcncc clvcr. ~hr .  ohwn!cr's eyes. A French mind i n  a 

I'rnl-h hrdy. And thi~t is  what wc do no1 hiwe hew. :I htdy to g11 with this Fwnch 
kvtmi~n's account of irnprcssiorls and Ceclings - ' trrrri i~fc,s  ji)i.v r.ri~~.v.w:.+-'  tcnx no 

drlubt. during that Ion? pcri td fmn~ 15 Ilecrrnhcr 19W until 27 Januarq. 19 1 2, ~ h c  
publication d ~ c  of ~ h c  account. h>h;lhly rcad many more times than just that one 
tinlc. admitted i n  January 1910: '1 a p n  this j t ) imlcr l  rk mrrrr, once rntjrc to add to 
it a rnclanchrllic not c...' One of hcr many friends on the road: her ct)ok-uni~hlc to 

ctnlk. hccausc no Sianlrw would sell any scrap of frehh fwd to a dcspicahle 
l:rcnch wonran--- had died, and. even for a Westerner. dyinz is a hit libc traveling 
to that othcr strange land. into anolhcr adventure. inro a ncw Iifc. 
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Sources of Illustrations 

Mosl of the srvcnty piclurca. originally published in thc ma~azinc .  havc h w n  
rcprtduccd hcrc firm thc French cditiun in which rhc uavcl mcrlunt was first 
puhlishcd. IIowcvcr. 5n11tc havc hi'c~t hkcn  lion1 an ahhrcviatcd vcnion or ~ h c  
original ~ c x t  that had ken published in 19 1 Z. in thc Dutch cquivaknt of Lt, fi~rrr 
(/it :+fiu~clt.. This migazinc w;t< callcd DP Arttrk P/I  Hcrcrr- I.i,lXrn- Thc Larth and 
it\ Pcrlplcs- and it was puhlishcd in ~ h c  I'lcthcrlands hy H. I). Tjccnk Willink & 
Ztwn fir>m IIalirlt.111. 

In crtditing pho!ogr;lphs to photographers. other than hcrwlL il SLTI~IS hlarthc: 
R~ssunne has no! always hccn accurate: some or the pictures incrclrpr~ratcd in thr: 
*=tion on Uangkol; look remarkably well like J. Antonio's. Yet. his naInc docs nttt 
figurc in thc caption. Such oversights apad. thc photographs pwWnt stlmc unu- 
sual aspects (11' traveling upcountry in thosc diys.  

The Inap. with [he route of rhc. travels of Marthc Uaswnnc and her husband 
indicated by a hcavy hrc~kzn linc. was origin;dly puhlishud in thc Frcnch vcrsion. 
Nothing has hccn al~crcd. 
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Chapter 1 

The Lower Mekong and the Rapids 
of Kernmarat 

Ixwing Saigon on Oct(>lwr 27. wc fullill a dcsirc which wu have trycd with many 
timcs since our arrival in Ctxhinchina. LC.. a visit lo  I-aos. Curiosity draws us tu 
this ~ l a t i v e l y  r~.u-cn~!y anncxcd reginn. oC which thc inhabitants havc no1 yet lost 
thcir primitive customs upln  contact with Europeans. Wc espuuially want t o  v i s i~  
thc Luang-Prahang country b~rdering Burnla. and or which onc hcars sn many 
strange things. 

This journcy usually takcs ~hrct: monlhs. There arc no rtads. Thc sole cntry p i n t  
to our destination is along thc 5icknng. This imrnunsc watcrway is amongst thc 
largest in thc world. 11 dusccnds from Tibet and ctlvcrs a disvance of rnorc. than 
4dHM) kilornctc~s. It sows rapids and is famous for its overtlows too. Thc primary 
mtdc of transpclrlatinn is thc slow pirogue. Newrthclcss. every year- d u r i n ~   he 
short ~ i m c  that thc mcdium hiyh waters last. thr Mr,s.~rrg~rit*.s Flrtl-icrlt-s oC 
Cr~hinchina manape to makc a fe\rjoumc_vs by slramer up l o  \'icntiane. at I ,4Oo 
kilomctcrs from thc mouth of the stream. Howuvcr. one has to resort again to 
pimgucs to cover thc HW) kilornctcrs separatc Vicntianc Cram Luang-Prahang. 
since navigation on this stretch is not orpanizcd li)r public scrvice. 
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I .uckily. Mr. Mahe. thc aniiabii: r b i d r i ~ ~  .s~ri~t,ricrrr. oi I_ilo>. h;is tjll'crcri 111y 
hu*hilnd Iwi-.n plaucs in ;i grn~crnnlcrl~ rt~whtlat lhat will hrilip him from L'icntianc 
10 I .uu~~-Pr;~b;lng a! thc end t)f Nuvcmkr.  This is tllc pwcihc ~imc. whcli 111u 
hciyhl oi tht w;itcrs allows a11 ;tttrrnp t r>  cross rhc rapids. For us now... wc. IIIUSI IrJ- 

10 arrive in Vicnt ianc hy way 01- t hc' :'ir~s.srrgrt-i~~.~ Flrr ~.i(tlvr. car1 y s l i r  )ugh tt) III ;I~C 

use' or t h i ~  I I ~ C X ~ C C I C ' ~  orCcr. Rig fcstiviticls ;KC allnr>unc~I in I.uang-k.iha~i~ lilr 
rllC end nl '~hc  rwrlill~ Laoljiln month. which i.s lor 17. 18. 19 and 21) No\:r.nlhc.r. II' 
thC waters d t ~  not dcscul~d loo carly md if wc do not bil on  a grcar rapid. wc will 
he thcrc. Thc. Itlwcring c l C  thc watch  will certainly prcvclit us 1l.om rclurnin? hy 
IIIC sanlc routc. Ilt)wc.vcr. il is our illlciltion to lcavc Ihu Mclioi~g in I!ppcr I-aos 
;lnrl to ~ravul ovcrlilnri 10 r r a ~ h  the Mcn;im. by li)Ilowi11g thc scarce' Iracks th;~t 
havc hcrn worn nut of thc. urccpcrs of- thc forest by hr l l l t~k  caravans. The Mcnarli. 
which runs h ) m  thc Nor~h  10 thc South. across Sialn. will lead us to Bru~glit~k. 

lakc along our 'ooli. H a .  an old dr\-ritctl Annamitc. ivho li11ow\ ;i hit nl' 
Chir~u>c with us. sinuu 1,iios ;ind Siam h a w  hcrn invaded by C'hinu>i. incrchant\. 
Also. we hiippcn to lll1~. as boy-inlcrprrflw it ycwng Ca~nhctdiilll r ~ l -  Si;l1ncsr 
nrigin. by Ihu narllt 01. Kite. who. pnturl of his new :~ppr>inr111~111. > t ru t~  ahr>ul in a 

ct)slunw thc ctllrw ~ ) I - Y I ) I I I I ~  Frccn shtwt:, and begins c x h  sc.r~tc~lur wi~h.  - : l l c ~ i  hits11 
~ . ~ ) ~ ~ t ~ r / i . ~ . ~ t ~ . ' . "  IIis  dutics a s  an attundilnt. the carc iilr thc hr~rscs. rhc Sialllusu 
l anguap  and its dcrivativc. I-ao1ia11- IIC knows i~ 311. \Vc will SCC him al work. 

11 is possihlc lhal w t  will ha\=c to h;tttlc i~gainst diflicul~irs and fact sornc dangufi 
hcforc making it to  our drstination. Thc rapids have r c n d c ~ d  many victir~~\: thc 
1igc.r inhahilud l i )rc~t  is full 01- kwh. Ar Icas~ ~ h c  iirst Ibw J:I>=s 01'r)ur journey 
have P;L\SL'~ by in Lhc Frclalcsl cillln. Tii-;r> hrlals ~ ) i  111c :W,.x.\ri,yrtic.s I--1rri-irrlcs havc 
hrrw$hihr us i11 four d q s  up ~llc 1r)wr.r courw ic.r~hc. h.ickr)l~p covc r in~  7(H) I;ilr)rncli.fi. 
ACtcr thc low :;nd swallipy shorcs of thc deha u i  Cr~hinchina .  ill Cilnibrnlia u=c 
ha\=c sccn banks arise which hc~rrlcr this i~nrnensc tahlccloth oC walcr of scccr;tl 
kilolrictcru. f'rr~rn this w;ili'r. which is chalxcd c\=ilh ;11lu\:iu111 during  his scajon. 
cnlcryc. hip i?ili~ntls and tw~cr ) r~s  in nlasonq l h a ~  inrlicatc Ihc channcl lor ~ l u  bla~h.  

I i d a y  111crr was a cornplc~c chanec in swnury. \Vc I lr ,  Icln~cr S;IW tllc c.ulti\-alcd 
banks and I ~ L '  C;~rnhjdia~i  hut> pcrchcd (111 pilcs. -l'hcrc. wcrc ollly big trees on  all 
sides: wc r~;lviglitcd in J c n w  jtunglc. Our boil. rllc Hrtsrrrl-. has in cllucl lcli Stung 
.Trclip. !IIC cilpit;ll of thc last pm\:incr. of Camh>di;l. this n~ca~lirlg [rl cnlcr a rral 



rorest that the Mekong covers at high and middle watcrs. One calls i t  the 
drownud fr~rest. Nothing could rc-crcate the mysteriousness that cmenates from 
this voyage. Rig trees cmcrgc  lone, smooth and straight. like the trunks of an 
immense I'orcst of pincs. prcssctl together here, or filrthcr apart there. in rnystcri- 
ous lanes which vanish into same unknown enchanted clcaring . . . . The leaves 
fall silently on tho moving waterway. not onc cry of a bird, no other noises hut 
~ h c  lappinp or  the water against the hark. Under this archway of grccncry, the 
hoat appe:lrs to advance without goal, without direction, as if lost in a 1:lhyrinth. 
At 1 1  a.m. we seemed to escape from the shady maze. as we approached the 
Island of Khirne. 

It is licrc. at the Southern border of Lao<. that wc lcavc thc Un~roc: navigittion is 
~ tnpo\ \~hle  hctwecn the Iqland of Khhnc and thc Iandr, separated impacsnhlc 
w;~~erfall\-harrier\ th:~t limit thc lawcr rcachcs of thc Mckong. Thew are the first 
obstacles rnet with whcn trying to pcnutr:~tc Lmc. The problem of thelr pmsape 
ha\ been wived by thc ectnhli\hmcnt of a small rl~ilway lint which c r o s w  
through the icland from thc South to the North, i.c. [our kilomctcrs. At the 
Norlhern landing, wc l'lnd a hoat, which has heen tmnsporterl, piecc by piecc, up 
to this point ilnd ha\ hccn rc:~wcmhlcd on the spot, to enahle us to rcloin Ihc 
Innt~an Mchony. 
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Tlir Lttwcr Mcktlng and Ihc Kapids oC K ~ I I I I I I ~ K I ~  

An mliy ttf-ct>t)lic\ stirkcd thc mcrchandiw in s~lrall. opt11 train-cars \b=hcrcin ivc 
pilcd in. togcthcr with thc locals. halancins rlumulvc.s or1 the lupgagc in utter 
'haos. Thr trdin pulled us. strugsling alony. graling and with thr clashing sound 
of stccl. across thc island thal is cttvcrccl by ;i>hortcd teak trccs mixcd with 
himh~o. the branchcs of which brush zlurr>ss our h e .  lhe Icrnwralurc was 
uxtrrmely high and ~ h c  sun which filtercd thrcjugh the trees cvapt~ra~cd putrid and 
ik\=rwd fumcs from thc u n t ; u ~ ~ l r d  undergrowth. Swci~t  cakcd Iny hair undcr lily 
colonial hat. Thr~Jugh 111)' clt)thes the heat rr~astcd my a r m s  and ths ~~~c>squ i t t c s .  
prntiting from my listlcssncs~ al~aukcd mc ;IS they plci~wd. all ovcr my hands ;uld 
fact which 1 surrcnclcrcd to their nlercy. 

-1hrn. upon lanrling in Nonh Khilnc. thr ctlolit.> 1oaJr.d our ncw hoat. ~ h c  
C;rrrr.rrir*. It is 3 h ~ a ~  only lhirly-lwt, I I I C ~ C ~ S  1011g. A h i ~ g c r  hoat W O U I ~  not he 
ilhlc to navigate thrrlugh thc abrupt bends of thr chi~nncl wc arc frdlou-ins. 1% 
will he quitc crurnilicd hccausc about a hundrcd Itxals. of which fifty arc 
Ann3rnilc.s on lhcir way to wttrli at thc rc~noval oCr(~' l is  31 rhc Kcmnrarat rapids. 
haw lo hc I . ; ICC~I~I I I I~K~, I IC~ .  \Ye illso have t o  h)thcr with rncrchandiw [hat i> too 
heavy for tlic piroguts ;uld which has h c n  waitin: Cor ~ h c  watcrs to rise high 
unttugh to allrnv tone oC thc rarc jour~lcys ol' ~ h c  C;irn-r,rir. Bags of C C I I I C ~ I ~  iind 
cnormrlus cmlrs :trc taken flonl thc 1;lunc.h enti placed on thc hridyc 01- thr ship. 
On st;~rhcl;ml 1 hump into thc 17rcwtw)d for thc ship's cnginc: r)n backboard 1 
stun~blc clvcr the piccc.5 d- a d r c d p  that will he uscd to extract gold dust I.n>nl i1 

tributary of thc Mckong. 

'The lrlcals c l in ikd  rm thc m>1- of the ship's cabin. anti q w a ~ t c d  thcrc amidst thtir 
packages. their slccping nrals. thcir small >uitcaws. thcir evcry possession. Among 
thcm rhcrc is 3 Lao t iu  wonian frorn Luang-f'rabang who rcturns to hcr country 
with a hahy of four yrafi. Our co-passcngcrs knrlw her. Shc had. not st) long ago. 
thc rcpuhlion r ~ i '  a yrcat hcauty. hut. the climate ages women hclijrc. thcy arc 

lwcnty ycan old. She confinned that the child is hcr ;uicjplcd son. houyht Cur cight 
pirrrtew lklm n c ~ d y  parcnts. Thc srnall child has m r ~ c  rcfined traits. more supplu- 
ncss than thc young Liiotiar~s and his hrt,n~.t'd facc is hrigh~cncd up by two big 
impish. hardly slantsd. hlack cyc>. I asked him to embrace mc in his own 
Imguagc. IIr ttnded his lirtle face and planted a hip kiss on my chcck. I ctjnuludcd 
from this that hc was a Frcnch haltLbred. The children of thc lrlcals dr, not knuw 
this ail~i-ctionil~c gesture of the kiss. 



I n  I-at~s and Siarn 

Talking ahoul European passcngcrs. the Gurrurie never had so many. First. thcrc 
are two rAXcers of thc militia and licutcnant Marc of thc Geographical Scrvicc of 
Indachina: all lhree are p i n ~  to Savanakct. Then Mr. Irstcr. a navy lieutenant. 
who was placed at thc d i s p s a l  ot-Public Works (Rrid_rcs and Roads of Indochina) 
and who w o k s  as a scction chief in thc. %mice nf navigiation on thc Kcmrnardt 
rapids-which do not hold any scurcts for him whatsower. He has crns.wd them 
during all seasons. risking one hundred times to k thrown against thc rocks or to 
bc drowned by ~ h c  whirlpools. Finally, we hive aboard for just one hour. lieutcn- 
an1 Bcrgcrr ofthe inFantq who is also employed by Public Works. I k  is building a 
lwcnty kilomclcr mad on thc lcft hank of thc river. I t  starts down stream From thr 
Island of Khfinc and tnds  up s t r u m  near rhc village ol- Huai Kinak. This mad is  
dcstincd to ~ p l a u t  the small railway linc or ~ h c  Island of Khilnc when it  will hi: 
fumishcd with a R e n d  triin.' In this way one uil l  avoid rhr pn>hlcms of 
navigation which. during pd t > C  the year. XI' szrious rjn the Noflhern sidc of the 
island. l'hc rivcr-bed oCthc Mckonp stretches hcre over a width of tcn kilr~mstsr\. 
scvcn kilonicters of which m islands. 

For a rnorncnt. at Han I Iuai Kinak. \i.c cnjoy the hospi~alit); of the lit-utcnant in a 
huuw ininpeniously dcconted by his lovtly witc. A Itrual. srzlted undcr thc vcl-an- 
dah. scrc.nadcd us hj= playing the k!t$t~p. the n;l~innal musical instrumcnr of Lar>s. 
I t  is an asscn~bly of sevcn. nine or thirteen barnhrlo slicks of various Icnghs. Thc 
n~usician blows into a mtluth-piccc and moves his fingers over holcs ~lllldr in the. 
barnhurl tubes, improvising in an inlinitely melancholic and inidcquatt. way. a 
s l n ~ = .  mtlnotonous chant  hat sounds like the unccwain and searching n~anifcsta- 
tirm d h i s  t r  awdy soul. With the complicity of a strwrny atmwphcrc. a wrdrincss 
was invading us: cvcry one wishcd to have a s icsh  that would dispcl the wnm- 
rirlns induct-=- by this v q u c  and soft chant. lfowever. thc ship-hull summoncd us. 
Wc had ru rejnin thc Gtrrcr~rie that will sail until 2 a.nl. on lhis rr>utc without 
pitfalls. 

Thcre was rl short stop ~ h c  Island of Kong. the station of a rcsidcnl. or rather il 
r ~ r ~ t t ~ t r r i . s s ~ ~ ~ - i r :  kcausc .  in 1.m~. the provincial adnlillistrzltors arc callcd commis- 
sirlncrs of the 1:rcnuh Ciovcrnmcn~. Then. it was twilight. the shon twilight of the 
trtlpics t h a ~  quickly rnitlic~ rrwm li>r the nigh[. 1 n-xted my clhows on thc Cnml of 

thc snrill  ha^. and I could hardly distinguish anything of  ~ h c  stream kyond the 
circlc of light prtljcutzd by thc lamp t)f the pilm. And nnw. hcrc in the nlutc shade. 
a suh~ lc  i ~ n d  dclicatc. ~ r l i ~ m c  rcachcd nnlc fro111 the ranh: il ivas as i f  thc rivcr was 



Thil I .rlwcr M c k o n ~  and ~ h c  Kapids of Kc11lr11;uat 

sown w i ~ h  ~ u k r s  and carnalions ill a sunlcwhat faded grassland. It goes Irl ~ h c  
hcarl. it intrlxicatcs thc scnscs and I was nearly takc~l in hy it. -1-hcn. thc pcrlirmc 
rvaporited likc if it was swept away by ;I 1r;llous brr.c~.c never trl m u m .  Yel. it 
pcrmcatcd the air once spin even more pnctratilig. more mysrcrious. IIowzver. 
no flowcr hcds dm-(~ratcd the bank. no hand has mowcd a missing grass lad .  only 
h c  inviolale Corcs~ extcrlds infinitely on thc rivcr hank and this scent lhat sur- 
p r i d  m e .  is simply the scent of laos.  [I sccms rhat it will f~,llow me all along the 
stream and that 1 will also inhale it much Intcr when I will sleep at night in thc 
for us^. Is it produced hy the odorifernus womls of I.;los or by its jungle vines. or 
by so many nrchids- precious parxitcs of these trws+i which some spcci- 
nlcns are hold for the pricc of gold in England? But. whcrcver it comes from. I 
respond to this salutc of Lhc Laotian earth and I receive it like a friendly omen for 
a gold journey 

Whcn w w ~ k c  wc saw bcfore us Bassac on the right bank of thc Mckong. 
Forrncrly. the capital oia Laotian Kingdom. it is today ~ h c  most important village 
oC Lr~wcr h c ~ s .  It h i s  been built at the t-mt nf a chain of  small. f o r c s ~ d  moun~ains 
upon which a bluish haze gently s i ~ s  this morning. Siarn has only ceded Bassac. 
with a s ~ r i p  of territory on the right hank. to us in 190.1. and thc uipilal of the 
French province is upstrram. at Paksc whcrc wc will arrivc in z1cvt.n hours' time. 

Tbc vast, deserted stream. widened still by ~ h c  mouth or thu Scdonc. is calm here 
like a lake and the irnmcnsc forest, likc a ctrat cwcr thc mountains of Ihe opppohite 
bank in the disrancc. cxudes an opprcssivu gloom. Gradually. the sadness of the 
landscape grew bigger still: a storm was apprt~auhing liom bcyond the hori~.on. 
suddenly striated by rain. and thc thundcr hrokc, amusing sinister echoes. This 
evening of I Novcrnhcr. which in Izrmcc wc dcdicilt~' t ~ 1  I ~ C  dead. seemed to me to 

bc singularly lugubrious and as if hauntcd by thr  shadows o l  the unlucky who 
sleep their iitful slccp at ~ h c  dcpths of this rnurdcrous stream. in rhe rapids nf 
Kzmmardt that we ryere then approxhing. 

By clearing a comer of thc forcst. srlmc. h(luscs for thc civil wwants of the 
c.ott~it~i.~-.curirr~ haw rcccntly hccn huill l i ~ r  the local guard and for an ambulance 



In 1,aos and Sirin1 
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that will oI7i.r r c f i ~ ~ c  to Europc:~n\ nt.I,owcr 1,aos who fall i l l .  Thew stonc Iiou\c~ 
Iinvc nlrc:idv wffcrvd this year from invading water<. Despilc thc clcvi~lion of thc 
hanks tlicy wcrr in~nicrsc-rl in 2.50 mctcrc of water during the tloocl\. 

Howcvcr, much more th~ui the French stylc liouscs, niy interest wni tlrilwn to the 
L:iotian villngc with its yracious huts th:it the locals hillld or repair irntlcr my vcv 
eyes. As soon us lhr nintorials arc nsscnihlcd, 11it.y drive tree tn~nks  into the tarrh 
nn~l on thcsc polcs. at :~hout two riicters nhnve the scil, they c.;t;~hli.;h ;I Iloor m:idc 
of hamboo trcllis which vihmtcs itnilor Ihc weight nl'the horly and thus gives the 
improssinn o f  n suspcndcd haniniock. While mats lhrm the p:~rtitions and the roof 
is thatchecl with ricc str;iw. Thon, 111u owncr clirnhs lo tiis home hy thc small 
chicken latldcr that scrvcs as n srairc:~sc, inst:ills his ricc hnskct ~ ~ n t l  s lccpin~ milt. 
From then onwards hc livcs in the swcctcst~i7r-ttiot1t~~. witliot~t nrnhitious desires. 
nlmo\t withor~t needs. cu1tiv:lting hut ricc :ind liahing only the fish necessary for 
his fond. while carniny only il hit o fn~oncy  to enahle him to huy c~piuni. 



'rhc Lowcr M c k o n ~  and the Rapids of Kcrnmarat 

Indeed, the arrival of a hmt and her subsequent loading. are for the locals easy 
ways of' p in ing lkw sln:~ll coins. Howcvcr, thcir lazincss at work is uniusiny. 
Where two pot-~crs arc ncccssary, six slcp fo~wnrd. Only !lie Iwo most naive ones 
support the load. the orhers sinii~latc an crrorr. m:ikc pcsturcs and, cspcci:illy, 
~Iiout like posscsscd men. Morcovcr. these arc rncn wirhout niusclcs iinclcr thc 
finc hlur crr rccl tattoc~s. that dccorarc thcir bodies. All Laotians arc tattoocrl down 
rn rlicir k~iccs. It's thrir costilmc without which a yrrung man wlould not bc ahlc lo 
plcnse ;I wonl;ln. Sincc this ~;~t~r>ning is very painfi~l, opium serves ils an aneslhetic 
i~nrl the p~~tient  smokes, witlioul relenting. during the filieen clilys ol'thc operaric>n. 



In hos and Siam 

Among a11 thusc peoples of Indochina. I expcricncc the same apprchcnsion IW 

distinguish men from womcn. because rhcir identical haircru~s mislead mc. The 
Annamitcs wcar their hair long and turned hack in buns on thc crown. 
Howuvcr. men and women of  Cambodia and Laos have crcw culs. This fashion 
was carlicr impnsed by thc Siamese. conquerors of ~ h e s e  countries. who had 
the hcads of womcn shavcd off while thcy thcmsclves had shofl hair. Neverthe- 
less. yuung I-aotian girls now retain thcir long. black hairdo and l i t  i t  on the 
crowns of ~ h c i r  hcads. very high. as  a smooth shell lhat rests partially on one 
car. I t  makcs thcir small. pale faccs more saucy. A crew cut indicalcs that the 
woman is married. Instead of thc black silk costumes t h n ~  the Annamitcs and 
rheir womcn wear, here we havc a rncdlzy of l i g h ~  silks rolled around brown 
bodies. which the men pull up  hctwecn the legs to fashirln inlo a small strnlpot, 
or  shoripants---also used by the Siamese and thc Carnhodians. The womcn. in 
gencral. prcl'er t o  let their Fabrics drop to their loins and thcy half cover their 
hrcasls . . . 

IIaving left Paksr at nuon, bcfore long we rcachlxl ~ h c  contlucncc oCrhc Sc Moun. 
thc only larse t r i h u t q  of thc river to the right. Starting Crurn this print. over 850 
kilometers. this right hank which was French from Rassx onwards. becomes 
Simcse and the Lfckong lbrms the border hctwccn Siamese Laos and French 
Laos. We rnadc a stopover for the night at Ban Kvun where wu inurcased our load 
of iirewood in prcparalion for the rapids [hit we will cmss IOmoKcIW. Some 
miserable huts constitute the whole village. The inhabitants s q u i ~  around what 
me could call the puhlic square: a ka t -up  space in the middlc oC which the 
buffalws arc p s t e d  together ~ (1  hc hener able to guard thcm against attempL~ at 
theft during thc night. For the first timr. I set: huflalues with pink hairs that hare a 
striking conmast. hy their fadcd rr~hcs. to their brothcrs in black fur. 

3 November 1Y09 

There is much commotion. starting from 3 a.m. in prepration tvr the danzcn~us 
crossing of thc Kcrnnlant rapids. 'The s~okcn: ignite thc tirchux. the mechanic 
checks thc hoilcr and. since loading the hiyh of the h ~ a l  would be dangernus 
during the passage of the rapids. the cnmmissinncr odurs rhc lucals. nn rhr rtlof. 
to come down and he distributes lhcm over the lum=cr hridgc. They are prohihiicd 
Cmm moving. in anticipation of a panic si~uatiun that may hurl then1 all nvcr ~ h c  
same side. 



'Thc Lowcr Mckong and the Rapids of Kernmarat 

Wc lult ;tt dayhrenk. AI 7 2i.m. a ccrcam was heard: 'The r:ipitl!' I run to the front. 
l'hcre. in l.ronl or us, wcrc the hnrs of foam. ~ h c  rocky points, the whirlpools 
[hilt-prcqcnring thernsclvcs in a straight linc-hlock thc ctrenm perpendicularly. 
I t  will hc necessary not to whrnit lo the raping currcnt and to navigate across Ihe 
reefs in such a way that the hoat does not hit any submerged rock. nor let itcclf he 
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The Imwcr Mckong and the Rapids or Kcmmarat 



In Lm?; and Siam 

ccrlain points. In all the rdpids the pirnguc rnovcs like an arroB=. It's an ardent 
haltlc between thc skill of the rorvcrs and the pitfalls of thc strcam which wcks 
viclims. Then. one is not very concerned a h o u ~  the tons of water untcrinp the 
boat. Of primc ctlnc-ern] is not to  crash into a rock. fall into a whirlpool. or. gct 
sucked into the hollows of a funnel . . . . The logs nf teak w o d .  thrown into thc 
stream. rcappcar without much dama_ge 300 meters riclwnstream. Rut a similar 
ilnnleision kills a man. And if. with much effort, one uscapes this centcr r)C 
attraction. it is only after having been spun an,und in circles for hnurs. This was 

the c z ~ c  with an oi'ticer who xctlmpanied. in this macabre dance. the cnrpsc UC a 
drowncd Frson. How many have never come to ~ h c  surface again! F ~ u h  rapid is 
likc a common gravc of unlucky victims k a u s c  one seldom finds the corpw. 
Kcgarding the merchandise that is envclopcrd up by the s t r a m .  onc no longer 
counts on it. C)ne day. while trying to rol-over some shipwrcukod Decauvillc 
equipment.' the I-wdans salvaged a caw tor champagne and mother with pots of 
jam that had, hcyond doubt. heen lyiny on a k d  nf mud with no [race of thc. 
Decauville quipmcnt!  

'But do not hlicvc.' somebody adds charitably. 'that on thc Glircrrit* we arc not 
in any danzcr. There is the dangzr of being strandcd on a sand hank whcrc thc 
b w t  transformed before us into thc raft of the Medusa, will he entrenched until 
the high walcrs of the following summer. Therc is the danger of seeing it ripptd 
apart. torn by the rocks at  thc bottom. and. if the prcssure is not stmng enough. 
thcrc is a danger of hcing swirled about. ovcrturnod with the tail in thc air. tossed 
ahout likc a simple piroguc in thc abysses of the s w a m . '  

While I forgot the present engrossed in these hlcs. lhe old Laotian had silcntly 
rcgaind  his place, ulosc to the cappain. Suddenly, I was abruptly flung to the 
ground and rolled to thc other side. I cried out . . . this time. ~ h c  I t ~ a l s  did the 
samu . . . .'Shut up.' thc cllprain abruptly said. 'it's nothing: just thc small caress of 
a rrlck!' U'c were in a rapid! Hopefully the leak won't be serious! This question. 
howcver, did not sccm to be the captain's most important prcrlccupation and hc 
r ema ind  carefully at thc hclm. The rock was c l m l y  visible. on the I d t  sidc. just 
next ti1 ~ h c  boat. and to thc right we were by the udge of an irnrnenw whirlpool. 
Nrc dartd not advanuc. ~ h c  situalion was critical. the minutes long . . . . 

I'inally. Mr. I xwer  rushed lo a crank. thc btut  hacked up a hit. whilc turning. then 
i~ advaliccd softly whilc. hmcing thc cdgc of the whirlpm,l. And now. well 



The Lower Meknng and the Rapids of Kcmmarat 

diseng:~gcd. i f  definitely passed thr Kcng Song Kh6ne. At this moment, a passen- 
per who had just visited the hold, signaled a lciik hilt rlierc was litlle clanger. Wc 
had taken in somc tons of wnrcr only. 1 let Lcster's actions, which 1 did not 
i~ndcrstand. hc explained to mc. He had stoppcd the f i~nct ionin~ of one of the two 
<crews whcn the boat. stoppcd by the power 01 the current, no longer oheyed the 
nrddcr. Disconnecting onc scrcw for 3 I'cw scconds had tnade possible the turning 
necessary for thc relaunch in the right direction. 

At the third rapid. due to an error of thc locnl ftokerc, thc pressure sucldenlv 
wcakcncd. Thc ho:~t did not aclvnncc anrl st.enicd to h c ~ i t ~ l c .  1 notcd this hy 
ohccrvinp rcferencc nii~rkers on the hanks. Will i t  drift away with the currcnt'! 
. . . . G o  to i t  stokcrsl . . . . The prcssurc increased npnin, the piissagc was made 
. . . . I t  ~urpriqetl me tIi:ll wc were still gracing the whirlpools. Was i t  to ~ t i r  
thc pn\scngerc'cmotions? Not at all. It seernc incvi1:thlc. The hoat can puss in 
the c ~ p c n i n g ~  of' the h:lr and tlnwnctrcam from an opcning thcre i s  always a 
whirlpool. 



In 1.~0s a~bd Siam 

Thi. scries of  rdpids that followed uwerc less d;mgcrous. AI 1 I a.m.. Icaving hehind 
us the Kcns Yapm. the last large ripid we were to cncountcr. wc pcnctritcd what 
rmc calls 'thc ctlrridors oC thc MeLong'. IIcre the strcani narmws until it i> only 
300 mctcrs wide. Its dcpth is frightcninp. A wall o l ' r t ~ k .  eighiy lo  hundred rnctcrs 
high. cut by caves and frcjm which waterfalls cmcryc. rizcs wfliually from all 
sidcs. E m r ~ n o u s  flat stones ovcrhanp them as if hdphazardly laid then: bj= a $ant. 
Hnw would one compare this funnel to the gorycs oi  he torrents'? Some of the 
gorges appcar to k even mow f e m i r ~ u s  because of thcir lightened l i -u s  which 
only sparingly dispcnse air and light. Nothing could. howcvcr. comparc with the 
grandi0.w image ponraycd by this naluril canal. i ~ s  fornlidablc mass of watcr 
gushing down hctwwn titanic walls. 

the exit of this pass. two beautiful rapids rencwcd my cn~otions r jC  ~ h u  morning. 
with thcir rocks. slrcwn in the middle of the strcam. around which the rvalcr 
cascaded. Fi~ral lp at  6 pnn  wc str lppd Cor thc night at Ran -1:dpanc. On thc 
rivcrhmd. thcrc lvxs the melanchrlly silhoucttc r)i a Eurt,pcan--;m empby~u .  of 
the Iocal P u ~ t a l  Scrviucs who was rcpairin? thc telcpraphic lines. 

Sincc leaving rhc corridr,rs Ihc S t r t x i ~ I I  has wid~'11ed ;1 litllc. On lhr en~hnkmunt s  
of thc river. c\=cn thc smallcsr picce of 1;md is cu1tivatr.J and crltlr111 is grrlwn by the 
Irlcals of thc iorcst v i l la~cs .  -l-his ix hvausc  !hr cmbanknic.nts of thc Mckong. 
somrtimcs iw.'cnty to thirly mulch high. xr: r c ~ ~ ~ i ~ r k a h l y  lknilr duc to ~ h c  i l d  
timc illluviurn d~.p?iits. Also. the I.;lr,tians have ;i practice siiliil;ir to thc rivcmidr: 
residents of the Nile. Whcn the water rccedes. lhc icw inhabitants ol- thr  
nr ighh~rhrwd arrive. sow and takc advantage of  this natural kflilizer fur thcir 
plantations. As a result colron and uthcr ucge~ables color the hanks gwen until the 
~iext  invasion 01' thc waters. This did not inlply Lhar h e  bank was drscitcrl t h a ~  
uvc~tiag-slnall ~nonkcys wandered ahout i11 full safety! 

I [ow d i f i r cn t  this is from the wvcrc 1~~nc.lincss of thc Iadscapcs of thc Delta in  
Cwhinchina! Thc clilnate itwlC is c t ~ ~ ~ ~ p l e t c l y  difkrtnt .  l h c  1crnpcr;lturc hcrc 
drctps to + I 0  dcprrxs r c n t i g r d e  for two o r  t h e e  rnonhs ot- the y c x  illid falls 
much lowcr, it seems. in nriflhcrn 1-acls. The air was hcavv. situratlcd u=ith 
humidity. and a light hrcc~c. unknown in S a i ~ o n .  whipped our faces. I t  ivas 
delightful. And thc sccnt. the sw=cc~ socnf of 1-aos rtapprarcd 1cmigh1 from thc 
strcam. likc con~pensarion for our day of cflurts. At ~ h c  same time. a wnsatir~n of 
mystcry. of intcnsc. kccnly felt. mclanchol; dcsrrcndd upon us. Our brut secrncd 



The I .owcr Mckong and the K~pids of Kernmarat 

1%) hc ~ h c  only hlsc norc in this wild dcl-vrum. Ncvcrthulcss. shc dcscn:cd to be in 
I.am to u=hich shc brought. dcspitc st) many ohs~aclcs. the imp:itirntly awaited 
clcrncnts or well-twiny stored in her hull. All nigh1 Irmg I hcani the aspiration of 
thc pump that cxhaustcd thc hrdd 01- watcr. 

One or two vcry danpercws rapids in low waters. hut insignificant during this 
scason. closc the serics ripids r ~ f  Kcmmarat. unjustly wanled aircr a Siamcsc 
v i l l a~c  ot- the right hank which. in r ca l i~y  is situated upstream from thrsc ripids. 
A f ~ c r  having lcft hlr. Lester and his burdcnst~mr liliy Annamites behind in the 
harnlct of Llan Aprat Sun. we arrived iu Sivmakct  a l 4  p.m. It is a charming littlc 
post. c r ca td  by thc I'rcnch. with wt'lco~nminy colonial hrmscs and flo%=ering 
gardens. hordcring the Mckong. along an alley of wild coctlnut lrccs. 

M c  I).-S.. rcsidc~it clerk. r~xcivcd  us on hchalf oC thc cuomlissioncr of the 
Government and plal-cd his housc a1 our d i spsa l  without allowing us to makc usc 
oCthc srrlrr. or g u e ~ t  huusc. a s m w  hut. which in l ~ n s  replaces thc hotcls whrrcin 
lrdvclcrs ins~all thcir bivouac hcds. and unpack thcir pnwisio~ls. A uhangu in thc 
t i ~ ~ ~ c h h l c  oC t hc ; ~ i ~ s s r r ~ y p r i t ~ . ~  Flrn- i~ i l~s  rltr1igcc.d us trl rcside hcre fur three days. 
sharinz. not without rcInorw. thu provisir~ns which the E'TCIIL.~ 0 1 '  Sauanakc~ 
obtain st) ~rdiously. 

Sauanakct. 5 Eovember 1909 

This was thr starting  pin^ of a routr: that will cunncct. whcn ii  will hc ctjmpleted. 
the h i t k o ~ ~ g  wilh thc Sea of Annan~ i~c'ross thc Annamitc mounhins. while the 
prccisr n ~ l c  ol- thc railway linc is being studied. Thc uons~ruc~ion or this railway 
linc ol- -350 kilomc~crs is rhc d r u m  01- the Laotians. In [his way. thc difCicult 
problem of ~ h c  naviptinn of ~ h c  Kcmrn;~r;lt rapids will bc srllvcd. 

W-c gratefully t11joyq.cd ~ h c  a~~cntir ln we were paid. Thcy made us  forget the 
cnlrwiclns o C  thc rapids. Uur our boys appreciatzd thc calmncrs of Savanakct 
pcrhaps cvca more than us. Kai.. our Siamese boy. ;.;ldoptcd an air oC irnprtance: 
hc had Cnund irieods. Ilir kncw the C'hucl ,Wtrcrrl,g (the local povcrnor) and hc no 
longcr nccdcd to nlakc this known. And Ha. our cook. disvricntcd and wry far 
Cnlm his Cc~hinchina. unable to undcrshnd I-aotian. passzd his diys sitling in thc 
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shade. in thc y a d e n  of our host. 'Very naughty klckonp.' hc said. Onc cannot 
cxtrdct more than that from him. 

7 November 1909 

Ycstrrday. we witnessed Ihc departure of thc G{tn .~r i~  which i s  returning down 
river to Khfine. lhc leaks in his hull hive k n  picked with cemcnt as rvcll as 
possible. How many more times will this hrwe small vessel rcncw its bravery 
kfr,n. it wins its rctiremcnt. twisted and d c n t d .  Or pcrhaps it will have a hcrtlic 
end at the h t t o m  of thc Kernmarat rapids. It has disappean-d in the distance in thc 
early rnorrli~ig liphr. p s s i n g  thc fl<la~?i ot-teak wrmd or hanlhrm which. dcsucodinp 
from the hieh regions. glide in the middle of thc slrcarn. prt!iwting a half-dcad 
c t ~ l i  tied in thc front as a propitialion sacrifice ot'thr lncals to the evil guddcsscs 
of the watcr. And loday ivc will oursclvcs embark on the C'oloinb~rr . a hrothcr c~f 
[he Grrrr-rr-it,. which prnvidus the wrvicu 01- thc supxior rcach of thc Mekung. 
k t w c c n  Savanakct and Viuatianc. S(H) kilnmc!c.rs that rmc can safuly sail all yrar 
mund by steamer. 

Thc widcncd strciim flows in the nlicidlc of ;I spdncly inhahitcd valley crlvcrerl 
with forcsts and the junpli.. Our only distraction on a long day 01. rnonrltonous 
navigation. was the view i r l  thc distancc c~f a chain c)C nwky and dcrluded nloun- 
tains. a htranpu chaos of collapipscd pyr~mids.  01' conus. peaks. and arrows which 
callcd t c l  mind the mcks of thc hay of- Along. that man-cl of-thu Indc~hinssc coast. 

. . I hcn corncs the night and with her a Imgc I l r ~ k  0 1 -  tlying hugs crash~d into the 
b a t  whilc it dwcked at the I'm-nch post of Pik Hin Boun. Our feet crushed thcm 
on the bridge and. since wc could not keep thcm out ot- our ftu3d. wu renouncud 
dinner. Aftcr xvc had sent ashr~r t  Ihe m i l  ot-l'ak IIin Roun. ~ h r  captain drcitlcd It) 

aduancc. all night to camp-nsatr far a long stop-ovcr tomorrow during which wr: 

wrluld bc ohliprd trl unlai~d thu rncrchandisc at  Pak Sitnc. 

8 November 1- 

We arrivud at ~ h c  snlnll l ~ u t i a n  villagc of Elk Sane a1 3 p.m. On thc hnnk. a 
missirmary awail~.d us w i ~ h  3 group of hi?; t l (~ -k .  Is it under his prcsst~rc. and the 
dictil~es of N'cstcrn prudishness.  hat ~ h t  1 aotian women uoliverts have s;lcrifitrd 
their transparant shawl which traditionally covered thcir young hru;~s-rs:~ tlslhetics 
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lose\ cvctytllin~ by i t ,  because the \haw1 is ruplaccd hy qome sort of  cotton vc5t 
\vhich, in 12rancc. we commonly call a r~rrcrco.'' 

Scvcnty missionirries arc. in this manner. distrihutcd on the two banks of thc 
Mckony, under thejurisrliction o f a  hishop whn lives on thc Siamese side. There is 
a missionary among each small local huilt-up area. A Iiundrcd meters away from 
us. on a knoll (hat clon~inatcs thc village. is a retreat: an cnclosure in the midst of 
\vl~ich an odd chiipel in wood is ercotcd. Rut the Laotians' total indifference to 
rrli~ious mitttcrs results in infrtqucnt cc~nversinns. Especially. they are little 
sincerc. It should be well-understood rhat, in Laos. Just like in Algeria and 
h~1;rtl;lgnscar. the Anplican priests compctc with the Catholic priests ant1 they too 
qcck to attract rhc locals. Withour fi-ar of pcncrr:iting the interior of the country 
wirh their women and children, lhcy can. duc to studies in mcrlicinc. tend to the 
I7ntlv ;~nd soul. Tlic French missionaric.~ tlo a little hit of everything. For example, 
~hcy rupply firewood to our hoi~ts. Sevcral tinlcs we have accostcd their little 
vstntec f r  wood that has hoen preparetl on tlic river hank. We in turn hand over thc 

to these lotitly hcarls. As ;I representative of thc Gold-digging Company 
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which is being formed. thc missionar). of Pak Sane rcucives torlay the dredgc 
which hxs bhcn bothering us since Khfinc. 

Until toby. all attempts at setting up  a lucrative husinzss in y l ld  exploitation in 
Lios havc heen in vain. Ncvcrtheless. according to ~ h c  prospectors. there is ~ o l d  
euerywhcrc irl the crmnhy. Howcvcr. it is so widely spread thdt one docs nu1 find 
veins that aru sufficiently productiw. Moreover. there is a total dcarth of labour 
for Ihc strenuous catraction because of the laziness of  the locals. Thus, there 
remains ~ h c  gold that the rivers sweep down. Thc dredgc that iVc rut. bringing. 
could only just compete with the prirnitivc mcthods thal thc Laotian gdd-wltrhcrs 
adopt. They etTcutivcly q a r a t c  the gold frtmm the mud and the sand and they 
cnlrust it then to  heir goldsmi~hs who t ras forms it intu heavy jcwcl~). for thcir 
ivomcn. Ih not offer a Lmtian woman any imitation (11- the precious metal: she 
ivri.rluld scorn it. preferring fragile hangers of wentcd florvers if shc were tm, pnlr 
to cover hcrscll'with rcal  old. The Laotians alsn ~ i l d  thcir Buddha.. . If the faithful 
can nm completely cover the G(K1  hit they invclkc. at leasl they will oKcr him as 
homage. v c q  small piuccs oi-sold glucd &out cvurywhcrc. in ycllow p~ tchus  on 
his nnsc. his fowhcad. hi3 navcl. Wc hi~vc sccn in almost cvcry h;irnlcl where wc 
xtr,pp-d. Buddhas dccoratcd in this wily. 

On a whi111. 1 used thc !itst hours t)f thc day tto ascend the h;u~Ls of the Nan1 Sanc. 
;I kautiful  r i w r  which plunges at this prlin~ into Lhc Mckong. Thc waters hcrc 
display a pcrfc'l hrightncss and clcarncss  hat form an ahscllutc crmlrilsl t o  the 
n=atcrs 01- the I a y c  steam. always cloudy and n~udcly. On thr  trccs on the h n k  are 
mtwrcd a fcw of thew dcndcr pimgucs. The I ~ o t i a ~ ~ s  arc skilled artisans whra 
conslrucl thesc hwts  out or me trunks ~wc lvc  to i i i t ~ ~ n  mctrrs in length. On a 
Icvcl planc. using an ax or saw. they cut a lnrgc longiludinal cavity. stoppinp at or~c 
rnctcr from c x h  end. I h c n  with thc hulp of ivtwlcicn struts ~ h c y  separate hir-by-hit 
rhc. two hordcrs of the cavil' in which they makc a l i re  to rcndcr thc wtnd nwrc 
supplc. The largest widening is  carvcd in thc middle of the picce whcrc onc 
rlhtains an cnipty spac-c considcrahly larger than thz diamcrur of thc trcc. while rhc 
t w r ~  other entrcniities run together into a spitidlc. The tvholc vcsscl is subject to a 
thorou_rh finishing touch. The inncr surfi~ccs h ~ o r l l c  very thin and of uniform 
width. Thew h a t s  hrmst an eleganuc that small htlats of other countries dra not 
prswss. And. if thc pirogur must Iransporl passengers. !hey covcr it up. in irs 
rncdian secticm. with m91S placed on hall-hoops. l'vr sheltrr Cmnl the rain and the 
sun. 
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The piroguc-rowcrs had guesscd my desirc and vied for the pr iv i le~c to conduct 
II~. I'or an hour, we sailed up stream thc Nntn Sanc which sccnied to join 
c:~scading wulcrralls and n~pirls. Here. howcvrr. i t  llrrws in slinrlowy creeks. 
sornutimvs becoming a clcnr mirror for  lie ri>rest. Our passagc caused commotion 
alnnp the hnnks. fluslicd will1 vegetation. animntecl with thc life 01' the hcnstq 
which inhabit them. ant1 which were al thc most hundrcd rnctcrs away. While l l ~ e  
hiyh, hollow harnhoos, cnlshed tnpcthcr in the hrcczc, sing like wind h:~rps. 
ilohurn monkeys jump from branch to hrnnch and thc ondergrowth ~lnrlulutcs fi-om 
thc l l igl i i  o f  wild hcn. The rivet itsclf wits s n  populntcd with fish that they, hcing 
deranged by our oars. .ju~npcd on the hanks whcrc wc collected thcm hy hand, 

9 Novemhar 1909 

The departitrc was :it 3 a.m. At sunset, on the sandy rivcr-b:~nkq. cmcorlilc\ 
ctrctchcd their long. scrily hndics. the color o f  dried niurl. Onc o f  the ntrraction\ of 
traveling up thr Mrknny was I n  slloot at thew large snurinnu. They tcctificd ;I 

profound indifference lo  our gun-shot\ whcn the hullctc d ~ d  nor rcach thcm.' They 
did not cvcn tiff their head5 at the wl i i~ t l ing o f  the projcctilc. Rut. whcn lilt. they 
in\tanlly dived with cuprcrnc +ill. At the surface of thc water then appcarerl n 
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l a ~ c  p m l  of hltn)d and they died at the hrjtlom of thc stn'itnl whcrc rhcir crlrpscs 
\rrucd as f r ~ d  for their hro~hen .  

The. \=allc.y has widcned cvcn rnorc and ~ h c  n~ountains on thc horizon havc 
J ivappxcd.  fZrt)und us  wen. thc plancs. or. rather the tbrcst gladrs4hu insipid 
junglc. Along the dcscncd hanks H t ~ k s  of marabous trailcd thcir wings a> thcy 
man-hcd with small measuwd sk-ps. Iikc old invalids. Or. they s tc~rd  around on 

onc ICE. i11 ;I slriight linc, just like soldiers in a parade. as  wt. passcd thcrn. 
Suddenly. clhcying I know not wwhit signal. a fraction of them scpmlcd. trwk wing 
s imul tan~~usly .  and align~ul ~hcmwlves  further ahcd in all advance pjst. -1hc.n. 
~ h c  cntire Ilock tonk Hight and i ~ s  compact group s h i n d  thc horiron. Fur sumc 
hrlurs ihcre was no rdhcr tracc of l i l c  around us. Then. by cvcning. rhe hanks wcrc 
full r ) I - ~ c ~ p l ~ ~ o n s t r u c t i c ~ n  wharvcs for pirogues crnploy~d many I(K:IIS. Vicn~imc 
was no longcr far away. 

The first pd of our sr>juurn has cndd:  w rcjoincd Mr. MahC at thc apprji111tul 
h t c  for our dcparlurc lo  Luang-l'rabang. 
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Chapter 2 

From Vientiane to Luang-Prabang 
The Ruins of Vientiane 

Vicntianc! The rolrmrl>cr-~ sailcd in a1 8.30 a.m. and w-r clirnkd the hanks nttt 
withou~ trttublc. k r a u w  the cmhanliment was so  much thc hi_ehcr sincc the level 
01-thc walcr had failen. Ah! This rrccding nf- thc watcr. how it wvmcd us! Our list 
question to Mr. %Id16 who waited l i ~ r  us on thc hank. tcstificd our worrics: 'Can 
one ~u to I .uang-Wab-ang'!'-'Yes- yzs. the IAI C;rtlrrrii>w is rcidy. you will leave 
tornt~m~w. ' 

Wk walked tonvards ~ h c  rcsidcnct: three chamling pavilions in the middle of a 
flowering grassland. cunsrruc!cd whcrc earlier the palace of thc old kings of 
Vicntianc stotld. W:i. took asylum in a wing that is reserved for guests. Thc central 
pavilion wax inhabited hy the rF.~-i{Ir~rf .urpcrirnr. It drrw s p i n 1  atlcln~itln to its 
w r y  large hall that rum ;ill along the lronr of thc  building-a sort of waiting room 
or atrium-whcrc earlier thc Irxal chiefs asscmhled and. along the pcrimc~er of 
which. are aligncd cntnmt,us. hronzx Buddhas. These slatucs stand on platforms 
in thc thrtr classicil postuws: ml in ing  Buddhas. Ruddhs standing in thc preachins 
positirm. and Huddhas sc;itcd cross-lcped, onc arm pulled hack to thc navel. the 
othcr cxtcndcd to the t w .  l 'hcy all had thc sanlc archcd waist. the samc graceful 
htdy:  he head. with fine traits. with a fixcd smile was crowned by a pointcd tiarzl 
or a skullcap formed out of some sort of rounded balls arranged in regular rows. 
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They arc ablc to rest in thcir own uttulllrg.. rhcsc Jclhmncd ~ c d s .  hul. how nnl;llly 
nthcfi. torn away from thc ruins. have lcfi for unrrjrcwiccn d c s t i ~ ~ i ~ ~ i o n s !  Pri.viously- 
no Eun~pilan kvnuld Icavc I.;los withuul taking in his haygage somc spxirncn o t  a 
lo>t an ;md ~ h c  pagodas were thus k i n g  dcnudcd. Thc ~ i n ~ c  is ntll b r  ivhcn thc 
lar>titian ~ r n l s  will hc cvcrywhere. except in I ~ t > s .  Ihc Adniinistr i t i r~~~ has slrictly 
fbrhiddcn this exodus. The Cusroms oC Khbnc refuse the pasvagc o f - c v c ~  flud- 
dha.  hi^ rlr small. thi~ gcts there. I t  concerns us very li111c since we havc ncvrr 
~hr>ughl rlC c~iuumhrring o u ~ ~ c l v c s  w i ~ h  such vcllurninous travel souvenirs. i* arc 
crmtcnl 10 ;~dnlirc ~ h c  Ruddhas hornc. in ~hc. m i d s ~  of all thew old ruins thal ~ s l l  
or a prospn)us  past. 

Prww country! At the onwt  o f  our cxcursion today in  ~ h c  rhd Vicnlialic. tvc 
undcrslvrd the desolation that was doonled i ts  Ijte. Rcforc. it was [hi: capiriil (11-a 
flourishing I ;loxian kingdom. as Luang-Prahng was too. What is 1~1-I uf this 
trxiay'! The hcllicosc Siamcsc c i m c  during the last ccntury. dcstroyud  tic tcn~plcs. 
srizcd thcir riches and h m s s e d  in chains womcn and children whom thcsc 
gen~ lc  pcoplr had not h c n  able to detend. The utjnqucr~d wcrc dispatched lo 
Bangkok as  slaves-yc~ unbcknown to them-and the dcvastalcd country was lcC~ 
to mourn in srllitudc. Here. just like in An~kor.  thc tropical vegcraIinn has thrown 
a veil over w l  many disasters. Unfortunately. thr  mots of the giant trees havc 
continocd ~ h c  Siimese work ot- destruction. deceitfully weakening thc founda- 
tions o r  ~ h c  tumplcs that were still standing. and thc in~ert\vining lianas havc 
hchcadd  the prwarious frontons! h'o trauc of the ancizn~ civili7;ltion u=rrluld havc 

remained visihlc hiid Eastern lnos not hccomc Frunch in 1893. As soon as thc 

urlunlrq. had k e n  organized, our residents muscd upon fighting with thc j u n ~ l c  for 
rhesr rcmaindurs of the old capiral. to lift il out or ils ruins. to re-populate thc c i~y .  
Mr~reovcr, the creation of this ncw Vicntime. has resul~cd in its hllcoming ~ h u  
administralivr: capital of the rvholc of Laos. Thus. little-by-littlc the c i ~ y  h;ts 
rcyaincd its importance. hut. what cc>nscicntious efforts. what dctcrminition and 
cncrpy is slill nocessarq. to render it its splcndour! They hiked x m s s  this 
jungle that was a city. to pave mads along which, alternzlring with thc hmh3 

huts. arc urcutcd stone houses in which public scrviccs are housed. ?'his is a s b w  
pmxcss done within the limits of the bud,gctmy TCSOU~CCS that one has to deknd  
cvcry inch of  he way. each ycx.  Laos is so  far away! The Ia3t ncwYcorncr in our 
Ind t~h inese  Empire is f o r g v t k d c l i k m t c l y .  it is said-to thc hcncfi~ the 
r~thur tcrritorizs. Luckily hlr. h l a k  has confidence: coniidence in thc futurc of 
thc uounlry. confidence in thc possibility lo  improve navigation on ~ h c  hlckung. 
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and toward? the realization of thcsc hopes he pivcs thc best of himself. fighting at 
the same time against the apprchcnsions of many ilnd thc apathy of the locals. 

Our walk lasted into the night. Haphazardly we met will1 sm:lshed open walls. 
dernolishecl enclosures. ilnd sculptures that were huried under hrarnhles, which we 
stumhlcd ovcr. All thcsc old rcmples-\i0rrts in Laotian 1;lnguape-were con- 
structcd of small, fircd. carthcn hricks. imperfectly bakecl and coated with a 
mortar so hard. so rcsistiint. that thc workers havc carved i t  as if they carve stone. 
Everywhcrc linc scrolls dacorate the cornices and the hases. Menacing snakes and 
horned dragons spiral arountl the columns. all made with this mnrvrlous mortar. 

I 
We niust note that it was rcinforwd, since they found iron bars in the hodies of  
thcse fiinrasric beas~s, In some places. i~nderlining the sculptures, pioccs of ce- 
ramic-usually rcflccting hlues or whites that the fine dust of centuries has dulled 
or which crnmhltd in days of clisnster-are encn~sted in the cement. 

Ccrtninly. the same inspiration that created the nionuments of Angkor, thc pcarl of 
Cambodia. ha< givcn hirth rn, some ccnturies ago. these nlincd remples of Laos. 
Only Anpkor, h;rving been constn~cted in hard stone. has hcrtct resisted the 
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dcvislatinp onslaught of  the forest. whilc thew i c ~ t . ~  01- Vientimc. which. one 
heiievcs to hc of ;I lllter date. haw k c n  demolished almost LO thcir foundations. 
For example. what rrmaills of the I'hyaiwt:' Sonic shaky walls. _grand masks that 

are mutilaled and turn moldy in Lhc _rrass and a delightful entrance to the templc: 
rwn slendcr colonnades rhat supplrt a pinni~cle with five d c c a y d  foundation 
stoncs. cnding in a pointcd spirc. But what rcfincmunt in the detail of  Lhu 
sculpturtrs! Each part i s  so  undcrcul. subdivided. and wtlrkcd open in ornaments 
with the chisel [hat the wholc gives the impwssion the work of a goldsmith. Sct 
in quil ibrium on thew two colonnades is a alrt or tiara. colossal. ycs. hut 
ncvcrtheless fragile and light becausc of ~ h c  serration. And hcrc. behind this 
pinnacle that wncs as an clcmal crown. appcam. w a l d  unshakably on his ptin~h. 
a giant Ruddha of six to eight meters tall. surviving impassivclcly thc douaying of 
the templc. liu is thcre. under the sole llrchway of the sky. braving thc bad 
weathers which havc smeared to his h)dy a ,men leprosy. A vigorous trw. born in 
the dchris rlC a wall. extends the shadow of its leaves over his hcad as supreme 
proteclion. It is imprcssivc hcyond hclicf. this imagc rlC divini~y that victoriously 
riscs up ahr~ve the ruhblc. 

l:\=cn 1llr)rc iimprcssivc wcrc the 1hw2 Buddhas. ahmdoncd a1 the cdgc c>C rhc 
fnrcst. along a road full clC rut that lows itself in ihc forcs~. Thc shrubs encircle this 
u t ~ l o s s u ~  in bronze unable. hvwcver. tn smother i ~ :  ~ h c  thrw heads risc ;cb(>vc ~ h c  
foliage. sprtrading opcn their bra~iche'i. as if thcsr m c ~ a l  slalues wcrc marching to 
somc silncIu;l~. What thcy doing thcrc, on the nirkcd soil- thcsc old p d s .  
when around them there is not even some dchris of an cnclosurc Icti which urluld 
explain rhcir prcwncc:' Whcrc can onc find thc swrct  of this past. cucry did\;. nuore 
obscure. Inore impcnctr;lhlc? Mysterious stalucs s cu lp~~x l  ill in~ptrishahlc malc- 
rial docs your survival nlatirr. if humanity mcrciful for lhc human sulkriny of  he 
p;tsl<an not read rln your closzd lips the c-vcnts h a t  havr di~pcrscd  your adorers 
and covcrcd your altars with blood'! Thc calnlness of- your immorlality makcs our 
ignorance rvcn rnrlrc disconcerting. 

Thc Siamese have not hui dragged with thcrn slaves: they havc not hut lorl~cd 
jcwclry. Thcrc w x  in thc Phm Keo. thc mrwt rcnowned oC Ihc p a p l d ~ s  in thc 
Lao!i;ir~ country. a Buddha w i ~ h  an crnclrzlld hcad Ihat was thc glory and rhc 
protection of Vicntiant. Graceful legcnds idrllizcd it and ~ v c  wcrc trdd thaf the 
Siamese lvcrc facrsd wilh all the rrnuhlc in the wt~rld lor takinp it away. It 
grounded Ihc boats t h a ~  carried it. and disapptarcd to thc bo~torn oC the rivcfi of 



Siam. ihcn ir was found hack io its dczlr Phra Km. mysteriously transported 
without anyone knowing how. Ncvcnhulcss. today it is in Bangkok and the 
Siamcsu. to recancilt it with its exile. have construutcd fur it. h;ts~d on thc plans 
which werc discvvzwd in the Hrrt in Vientiane. a ncw Phra Kco thd is clnc 01- thc 
most hciu~iful p y u d i s  of  Bangkok. IIowevcr. it is said that if a pilgrim fmrn 
Vientiane comcs to visit it in ils new tcnlplc, thu cmcn ld  Buddha will cry k f o r c  
his ryes. so nostalgic is it for 1 .am. 

Of Phri Kco. there is only a ruined cnclosurc Icrt. walls vcilcd with l imas and two 
porticos with delicate spires. Onc of thew poflicos has l-cmsewcd intact its door i ~ t  
pwcious. carved wotd. when: grimacing dwarfs suppon costumed spirits. dis- 
playing hiurntic gcslurcs. on ~ h c i r  heads. 

A sin$ patwla of Kentianc remains. It is Sis~kct. or the P a p l a  of the Oath: thc 
pricsts of a ~nnnwtcry are in charge of it. The chiefs c ~ l  the neighboring provinces 
come lo ir. on lixed dates. to piby trihulc to rhc rcpresentativc ot- tirancc. in thc 
samc gchturc of vaswlagc thiit Bangkok demandcd from thcm befnrc. The \h=alls 
of M'at Siszlkct arc covcrcd with frcsctls that arc glaringly illun~inawd in the stylc 
of Ihc Far I ~ s t :  warrir~rs and princes m seated astride hnse5--with0ut ~bserv in?  
tht  laws rjC pcrspectivc-and acctlrding to Icgcnds. thc sisnificancc ol- which wc 
find nr>l thC timc In .search for. 

Thar Icft us to visit a slrangc and pipantic rcliginus. rather ivcll conscmcd. 
rnrlnumcnt some kilomctcrs away from Vientiane-thc That 1-uong. A t l~rr t  is a 
scry slcndcr constmctir)n in rnasunry- usually in rhc ram of- a sc~a ni a pointcd 
church towcr. I t  swms [hit thc crcction of ~ h c s c  thr~i?i dcrives from an ancicnt tult. 
much cxlier  than Buddhisn~, which hss mcrgcd with it and nurncrclus traces ol- 
which arc found in 1;lcfi and Siml. In as much as the I-wdans do nut vrncratu the 
drad as ~ h c  ncighhoring pcoplcs. solnc t o m b  are surn~r>untcd by ~hrits.  L)~J the 
ashcs nC a yrciit prson rest h l r w  the pile r>f cemenlcd bricks lhit one calls the 
That I-uong oiVicntianc? Or  clsc, was it ncvcr Inorc than the syrnhol of-a cult lust 
today or corrupted by traditions'! When o n t  cmergcs in thc npcn spacc thal 
iwlatcs it from the forest. m;ljcstic. undcr the pale sky. it sccmcd to be a challcngc 
thrown at dcath, at ntl~hingness. 

The l b a ~  Luong consists. in rtality- of scvcral tl~rrts: tirst an enormously big. 
central one: then all around. on the sides of a squarc. thirly-two ihrri?i 1ha1 are 
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Fmrn Viuntiane lo I-uang-Prahang 

smallcr. mow dc~ailcd. and that harcly reach the iirst pliilth of thc giant tlrrtr. 
Scvcral of thcsc have dacrioratcd ?ir)nlcwhat. olhcfi arc dccapitatcd and thcrt ;in. 

ancrnpts at prcwnt at striving to rehtorc all. Finally. a dilapidated wall in ruins. 
310p ;In adjoining railing in nrasonry. encircles thc monument. This tvall. scpa- 
m t ~ d  Irom thc linc of thc rlrcris by a circular path. rncasures. it sccms to nlc. about 
srvcluy or ciyhty mctcrs to  the sidc. In the center of each sidc. 3 sniall pavilirln 
hat  sen-cs as an rntrancc. lorms an exterior projcctio~i and ofl'crs, undcr its curvcd 
back roof remnants-in !he fashion of- thc liar East-thc remainders of' a I i r i r  
wurk of sculpluw. All along the lcngth of the trail inside. is a covcred gallcr?.- a 
i t w t  of inner courtyard that fbrmsrly sheltcwd a large t~umhcr  of Buddhas. Twrlvc 
vcry kautiful  images remain. 

Today. ollc sccs a rcsurgencc rlf thc That Luong Imrn its iorpr.  l'rcpxatic~ns f o r  
thc festivities d t h e  rwclf'ih month. o r  OC the I .mt im Kctv Year. arc on grjing. b3.i. 
ivill rlhscrvc thcrn. bul more impressive. in Lumg-t'rhany. Workem pruvisionally 
r~x-n~istruct parts of  thc gallzq that haw crumhlcd with hamhtw~ and mats. They 
construct platfom~h on which actors. danczfi and singers invited lo thc ti'stivitius. 
will wrf i )n i~  a s  in stlmc kind of religious fancy-lair. to whiuh ~ h c  wholr r)f 
\5clilianc. will attcnd next week. 

w c rcturn. crossing a race track. sincc recently spurting cvcnts. 011 which clllc 

counts for encouraging thc breeding of the sna l l  I.aotian horscs. havc k c n  
crcatcd. By denuding pan 01- this uselzss jungli.. i~ has h w n  ciisy to urciltr a 
miavrbus race track. 

That cvening thcn: was a dinnrr at the residence. in our honour. It rcunitcd thc 
civil servanls of Vientiane. Among the guests were two ladies -two Frcnchmcn 
haw r i zn  their wives and children. who lightheartedly suppon thcir cxilc. to 
1 ~ 0 s .  We ivcrc twenty-Civc to thiny F r sons  gathercd around thc flowcry tahlc. 
i.c.. ahrlut unc-firth of the Eurnpl'ms that livc in this immcnse Laos  hat is higgcr 
than a11 of t;rancu. The mcn were we-arin_r mildewed srnokings. the wortletl ii-c?;h 
dinrr outlits and I ruund this c f for~  quite meritorious in a country scl far away. 

Somc of our fcllr)w citizens will hl. like us. passengers on thc Lrr Grrrrrr1ii.t~. -1-hcy 
arc ~ C t i c e r ~ .  a medical dou~or  and civil crvants. .lhc evening cr~ntinuzd b t c  in 
animated talk. Evequnc thoroughly enjrlycd the conycnial atmosphcri: llnd hospi- 
tality at- thc attcntiuc hostess of thr housc. We filrgot thar this state. (11- wcll-king 
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will; tnadc possihlc only hy winning the battle against the dnngrous waterway and 
[hi11 i r  m;iy hilvc cost thc lives of some oarsmen, 

< 

11 November 1909 

Ar 2 p.m. when the /AT Gmridii.rc. rc:~dy i o  l i f t  rhc anchor, summoned us. it was n 
brightly dccoratcd dccnr on the hank that wc took lcavc of our nice hosts. Farther 
away, n group of  young local women chnttctl among themselves: they ohserved 
us: tllrcw fi~nivc pI:lnccs at [lie boa[. rin~irl gcstures of frlrcwcll. They were dressed 
in feqtivc artirc. One woman. unlike her fricndz, rcplaced the silk shawl that 
iraditionnllv covcrcd the hrensts hy n holcrn in hliick velvet. emhroi(lered wilh 
?old rhrcarl-a much apprec~nted dream drcac. Anorher protrdly carried n very 
\ni;~ll half-cn>rc hahy whoce pretty saffron colorctl Llcc was oddly framed- 

~ 
uneuptcicdly, juct as in the case of French hahies-hy a chrictening cap crimped 
with Ii~cc and blue ribbons. 

I 
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I-CI'% hi1 thc. rttad. I XI'S IC~IVL'! 13ut not y ~ t  ! At thc i l l~nicnt  c~fdepiir~urc. xvc dJid not 
rcc K i .  Whurc ct,uld wc Iind rwr str;ingc. intcrprctcr who until now. having 
tr;rrlsl;ltcd nothing yct. spccii~li~.cd in k i n g  unpunctual'! Wc. warchcd thc Irdgings 

Vicnti;lnc and aliur ;I quarlcr 01' an hour. hu w;i:, h ~ r ) u g h ~  !o us. hcld by lhc car. 
Hc had f u l l c ~ ~  ialccp u~ldcr ~ h c  hall ofihc n~arlietplacc. co~nplrlcly dnlnkcn. st> to 
>ay. on opiu~n and riuc whisky. h z c t l .  he collap.;cd on a pilc r)f rispinp ropcs and 
thc h a !  disappeared. full stcall1 ahead. to ~ i labe  up lost timc. 

%-'hat convcnicnt aucomrldation had hcrn rtscmud l i ~ r  us! -1'hc.y h a w  con\:cflcd 
~ h r  I i r  C;nlrrrli>r~. which was Cormcrly a s r ~ ~ a l l  gun-boat. inlo an i ~ g r c c h l c  yacht 
ill 111c scrvicu of ~ h c  Adrninistri~ion of kwh. -1hc cngiuc is in ~ h c  ~~lirldlc. 'rhc I-mnt 
pilrt forms ;I riilhcr Imgu cabin that can bc dividsd in two. as dcsimd. by a cunain 
lisl'd LO a rail. We ~ I c c p  on a l q c  divan m=hich is on unc side of ~ h c  nw>m. ~ h c  
rjthcr will scmC as thc dining rtlr)nl for cvcrytnv. I'hc b a ~ h n m ~ n  c a h i ~ ~ c t  ih in thc 
cxtrcmc irttnt of thu hrj;~~. rquippcd with two ctnllfortahlc wx\h-hiisins in the opcn 
air rjjicrine an oppmunity Cur only the nlonlicy~ on the h;lnks to spy or1 US. Thc 
hack also forms a cabin in which four of our companions will slccp. Fur thc tN=r, 

other pxiscngcrs. thc space 011 the supcric~r J e rk  is what w~nains-a small dcuk 
ahnt-c our cabin. clnsc Ir, ~ h u  n~rldcr. Using a millcr's IirJdcr. one brings up Lhc 
Illilltresses and covers. 

W c  had barely sci t l~rl  ill our quficn. when KaC. complctcly sober by now. thrcw 
himwii at thc fbct c)C I ~ L '  c;lptain in an ; I C ~  of folly iuid cricd out. -M;ikc thc boat 
turn hack! I h a w  lcli 111y caw a1 \'jcntiilnc!' Pitiful ;ldvcnturc! ln  his sh l c  01- 
drunkun~ws>. hc had not  though^ ahuut ~ h c  transptrt o C  his uasu  hat was Icli 
hehilid in some cr)nIcr of Vicntimc wilh all ihc heautirul sre~~l~or.\- in soft silli a ~ l d  
all ~ h c  ctquc~tish ;~ppi~rt.l to illn himwH- likc a a d c o c k  in Luai~p-Prahany and 
13angkr)k. Hc was ill despair: hi: pullcd his hair; he wan~cd  Ir) rcturn. 

As crl~~solotion. a pa*scngcr promised KaC tlra~ he would takc cart of his caw as 
s t~ j l l  ;I* hc  rctur~icd tr)  Vicntianc and would h a w  it  dclivc.rcld tt) him in I'norn Pr~ih  
in 1111' nirlrc. o r  lrss di*t;~nl f'uturc. Thr.11. IVC tried to convinuc hi111 r)f-thc CXI that he 
w-ot~ld bc much bct~cr  off walking ~hrrwgh the junglc wilhou~ his casc. 

Thr: 1;mdscapc i - l~; in~cd hy dcgrccs. M!c rcdixtlvcrcd ~nuur~ti t i~lz rm the horizon. 
Thc 1crnpcr;llurc also d roppd .  It was cold on thc spar dcuh and I frilrcd that the 
!rvo pA,ssn:crs silcntly uuned nlc the- Crdlttwing ni_rht fur that old ?allantry that 
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chliged them to catch cold in the open air so that 1 could bc lodged so  comfnrt- 
ably. A game of bridge  hat reunired us in thc (irmt cabin immediately crratcd [he 
companionship common on hlais. Then therc was thc firs1 dinner togcthcr at the 
cxtrerne fmnt around a rather small table for cight diners. 

After dinncr. we rested at Kok Rung.  h e  end-pin1 of thc stcam-service of the 
,W~-sagerirs I-.l~tl-~~rIt.s. From here. all Far round. there arc only pirogues to 
transprlrt thc nlail, the paxwn_gcrs and the luggage. l h c y  use twenty to twenty-fivc 
days to uovcr this stretch with difl~culty. up to 1.u;mg-Prahang, which we are 
counlin_g on to cover in fivc days. The young Ialcdan woman from Luzmg-kdhans 
who accompanied us with hur half-breed haby to Viuntitmc. will henceforth trawl 
there in this way. I met hcr yesterday in Vientiane. She was jealous of our spccdg 
mode of transport. But the t-&~-idc,n! . S I ~ I J C ~ ~ P I I T  was inflexible on this issuc: no local 
women are allowcd cln thc Lrr Gruttdi>rr. 

Since hc hclongs to the Administratirm and thanks to thc skill of the pilot. our 
gmd brw atacuomplishes the feat of sailing up the river to Lumy-Prahng nnce a 
year. Frmncrlq.. as a gun-boat. it had even explored thc Mckon_e above t .uang- 
t+abiang up to the Rurmcsc hlrdcr. So much daring wil l  pcrhaps cost it its lifc onc 
day hut nuvcrthcless. it has motiva~cd an enterprising husincssman from Vicntianc 
to emulate it. He has consmuclixl a small stramcr that. loaded with mcruhmdisc. 
has nlrcady covered thc route from Vientiane to Luang-Prahang twicc. Thc name 
of this l i t~ le  vessel. thc Mrrl,yr4'?i>~i,rr1.' indicates thc many obstacles her cnturprising 
prc~prictor has already mut with in constructins it in placz. without wrekshops zlnd 
without expcricnclxi workers and with the pans being shippcd by pirogue. We 
hclicvc we will cross pdths. when she makes hw return trip. Captain MClan was 
not without anxicty about this: hc f c m d  a collision in a rapid. 

As soon as w had moored. the Itlcals of Kok Peung came h ~ a r t l  the spar dcck 
and offered us. in a silvcr bowl (the ri in Laotian). the symbolic wclcome gift>: 
first a bouquet nf leaves that suhstitutc the customary flowers that the suddcnnrss 
of our amval  has not allowed the I r a l s  to pathcr h r n  the fnrcst. thcn candles of 
wax, four candles big as fingers and madc out of yellow wax  hat cmhalms the 
wild honey taken from bee hives in thc jungle. The laotians arc in efiecr very 
p o d  ar discovering arid looting thcsc nests of wild hcus. and by so doing 
competing with thc small honey-hears which ont cncountcrs from rimc to time in 
thc country. -l.hcy arc so  funny with thcir wide nrcklxcs  of  lawny hairs contraqt- 



ing with the dark coat. How could we thank tht locals for thcir _ri1isn! We pr~ururl a 
glass of rum. full to thc. brim. for the chicf who had prcsidcd over the ritcr of 
hnma~c. 'That's better than rice whisky.' he said. His fellow mcn cast him glanws 
of envy. bur. our limited provisions did nut allow us to booze up thu whole 
dclcgation. 

12 November 1 !HI9 

It was a day of rapids. Especially, thu morning passd hy fighting apinst  the 
currents that rolled from onc river-bank to the othcr, and in aoiding the rocks that 
ap-d in thc middle of thc strcam, awash with foam. Here is thc Kcng Nyan 
Kho. thc Kcng You and alw thl: Keng Tiane that. in February 1W5. had de1.nurc.d 
the rnudical doctor who accompanied the Frcnuh-Siamese honicr delimitation 
mission of Colonel Bcmard. This unfortunate doctor desccndcd the Mekong on a 
raft made of two pirngucs tied together. live rncmbers of the samc mission. who 
traveled in the same way. considered i~ wise to leave thcir rafts in thc hands of 
cmmcn for the pawayc of the rapids m d  lo follow thc hank on fmt. Only the 
dtclor. ill with a fit of fever. tempted his luck. The two othcr rafts passed without 
damage hut his. cngulfed by whirlpcwl. was sucked into the abyss. and disap- 
pared with men and mice. Thc corp.se of the doclor was found 101) nlcter.5 
downstream aftur several days of smrching hut ncvcr w i s  anything swn of [he 
oarsmen or of thc raft. 

It is not surprising then that thcsc mysterious diuppcannces have lcli inlpres- 
sions on he naive imaginations of the Iantians who imagine thc dcpths nf- a 
stream to hc inhabited by g d s  and spirits that arc hlth kneficial m d  fearsome. A 
local c h i d  of Vientiane. ncvcflheless with a rathcr open. intelligent mind. was 
surprised A the sight of thc Ln GrmdiPre-that rmc could sad likc this. without 
mrsrncn and without oars. The mechanism of thc steam-enginc w;ts cxpliined to  

him: hc was shown the boiler. thc pis~on; it seemcd to interest him. hc assured us 
t h a ~  he had understand it wcll, then. atter a silcnc-c, he said: 'Ycs. I see. I see! . . . 
Rut you did not tell me which is the phx (the spirit) that makes your ~ X I I  run.' 

.Mountains, covered from the ftmthills to the top with thick vegetation. hordered 
rhc hanks of the river. Thc strcam seemed to bc vcc -  narrow. the s i x  of a stream in 
);.un)pc. Sudden bends vcilcd i ~ s  course. l h e  morning's waxhing up and Iunch 
1vct-c interrupted by incidents caused by fits ar rulling. becausc thc boat twirlcd 
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:~rounrl nntl was sliakcn up by [he huhhling w:itors. Flowcver, wu incrci~sc~l [hc 
pressure: gcnrcd LIP for the assault and succccdctl. I.uckily Ihr 11s. Captaiti MPlan 
knou.s the rtlute vcry wcll. 1 complemcntcd him. ill the cveniny, whcn the hoat had 
come to rcsl. '11 is riot finishetl,' lie w id  smiling. Ncvcr mind. wu have great 
confidence. Captain Mi.l;iri. howcvcr, is no1 cveti a sailor by pndcssion. He is a 

supervisor nfP11hlic Works. in ch:~rrc of  naviyation on ~ l i c  rivcr. He has 1c:irncd to 
pilot hoilts ilntl since by virrile nt' his ilssignmont. krinws thc crossings better than 
nnyonc clsc-no-onc wnul(l he more appropriate for thu uomniarid ol' tho Ltr 
G~-(ttt(/i>r(~. 

In Ihc morning, t l ~ c  ho:~l wiled ( l i l t  inru a s~rcntii which :ippt.arclrl to he likc corton 
wnol and ~ h c  thick I'og cmhraccd and hid the banks until clcvcrl o'clock. 7'hc two 
p;l<r;engcrs on the hr~dge wcru crvcrcorne by the humidity, I heard thcm cntrgh 
tleplorahly ;ihovc my hcad ;it nipht. Whcn the sun rncltccl the Tog, we rcdizoovcrctl 
rtic tnountains tumbling down into the strentil. Herc tlicn, the tliince of  thc rnpicls 



sta11c.d anew. Yet again we crnswd ovcr rocks. We eluded. a s  far a s  possible. the 
powcrs oflhr: uumnts hy zigzagging-ezvenheless  he h ~ a ~  rollrd. pi~ched, divcd 
and msc again as il- cncountcrin a day of hid wci~thcr. Oh! Caplain 1M6lan u=ill 
you not allow u* to lunch quietly uirl will you not ha\=c pity on uur htomilchs that 
arc cIri\.cn wild by the d i s t r s s  r1C suasickrles\-wally. wasickness. prcciscly! The. 
afternoon was calm. We stca~~i'd up a rciich withour rapids to arrivc k f o r c  lrlng at 
4iuony Elklay. on the r i ~ h t  hand hailk of- the hlckong. 

Iicn. wc are then in thc ki11gclc1111 ol- I.uans-Prahang.  his uperctta kingdom h a t  
thc French Govcmlncnt has ; i l lowd to urlntillue to rxisl in the Nonh of Laos. 
~ r h i ~ p s  a* an amuscmullr. twin2 s~tisf icd with asscning an x ~ i v c  protcctomtr 
ovcr i t  that providcs to the crm~missioncr. o r  the resident. all cfl'cc~ivc authority. In 
19(H. rm thc c ~ c a s i o n  r)f the convention w i ~ h  Sii~m. 5 0 0  kilomcturs of the right 
bank in which Palclay is zncloscd as an cnclave. and which previously lormed thc 
rleu~ral zone. wrc ccdcd 10 us hxiausc thcy righttully h l o n g  to thc Lingdnm of 
I.uang-Prahang. In i'aklay. this strip ot- land exrcnds into thc interior ovcr sixty 
kilr,rnc~crs tu rhc top of the chain that forms thc linc rlC division bc t~=ccn  thu 
vollcyi of thc Mckonp and rhc hlcnam. 

iVc trnk a walk through ~ h c  village. It was the first cornplaoly Laotian ccnrcr that 
we cnuttu~itcrcd. since Viuitianc and Savandkct arc nr ikcd  by thc fontprints of 
thc Eurtlpcans thi~t livc thcn: and the small villages th;l~ we visitcd on thc hanks 
arc b111 small conylnmcrations of huts. Thcrt: arc two hundrcd I-aotian houscs 
hcrc.. crnistructeJ on rhc border of the strram rw alonz shady avenuts CUI through 
tlic I;BI.CSI. [.canins a ~ u i n s t  Ihe vigorous and straight trunks of tropical tn.us. thew 
l i ~ h r  habitations sccm to hc I-mgile bird-cages. unsteadily balanc~d on their p l ~ s .  
l l r~ncs~ly.  ~ h c s c  arc lilt-ly and chattering bird-lilirr beings. thc prnr scro  who rihk 
thcir little impish faces in t h t  ~1ni11l squarc openings which appear in p d i t i o ~ l s  to 
srrvc ah windows. IlnCununately. Ihcrc arc also. as promincnt Corcymund figures. 
old. api.-like wrjmcn. c a r r y i ~ ~ g  their yclling hahics at their breasls. while quattiilg 
(111 the steps or hddcrs. 

'rhc two whites nf the count+- arc lodged in housts that are a l i t  tlc hit higscr. They 
arc thc administrator and a civil servant of thc Postal Services. The lattzr is 
uhargcd wirh illstalling the telegraphic linc that will link I'aklay with Vientiane. 
Ihc line Cmnl V i c n t i m  to Luang-l+dxang pasws t h r r ~ ~ g h  the intcriur of the 
country. thus avclidin: ~hc. Luge loop that the \¶ckong makcs n c x  Paklay. This 
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irnplics that poor Pitklav has. as news lrom the world, nothing other rlinn that 
hrought hy p1roguc.s and i t  lackc corrcsponclence altogcrhcr il' the pos1:ll pirogue 
roes down In a r~tpitl-a rather fr~-querit mishap. Tlial is exactly what occtrrred 
ycsterdny: thc mail pirogue c:ip\iLcd not far rroni Paklay, l'hc conwquencel; fnr 
Uppcr L a w  arc [hat official and privi~tc corre\pnnclcncc of fifteen dayc have heen 
tlcstroycd nnrl one local oar5man has dmwncd. 

We dined on thc spar deck. Thc moon, in her first quarter, was only n fine inlay nf 
silver against n sky of lapis Inzuli. which curiously bent towards [lie srnall hoat 
where pood conversation. cxclnniations of unusually happy moods. fused into this 
dreamy serenity of the stream by which I gradually felt impre~nilrctl . . . . I would 
have likcd to communicart. with wild nature. listen to clark language and, to 
understand her-become like these simple people OF this country . . . . I sat down 
by the railing, a little distancc away from my companions, and lost myself in 
iirearns rhar Iloated from one bank to thc other, remaining thcrc a long timc, but a 
far away voice tore me away I'rotn my solitude. 

It  was a passenger narrating a story ahout Laos: the re-enactment of n crime 
invcntcd by a pompous ridministrator. 'When the guilty pcrson had hecn found.' 
wid the story-teller. 'the adniinistrator wnntcd to confront him with his victim 10 

crc:ltc an impact on his soul nntl nervcs. But. since tlic victim had heen huricrl for 
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sc\=cral days. hc dccidcd lo usc a willing soldier as a substitute. He put him to 
slccp on thc ground. on the w r y  spot and in thc sarnc cundition in which the 
uorpsc. had hecn rliscoi~c.rcd. He rhcn ?;pn.ad around his hcad ~ h r  contcnts o f a  h ) x  
d concentrated milk. to reprcwnt thc brain. and sp rqcd  his whole h)dy with a 
hjttle of red ink . . . the spilled hlcnd! The nlosquitr,'~. attracted b>= the thcwcstc~l~ul 
mill;. licklcd the forehead of thc soldier who could Ilot remilin a? still a s  a cnrpsc 
and the murdcrcr. nth ;it ill1 a ITcc~d.  oifcred only vivid dcnii~ls at the adniiliistr;~- 
tor'% qucstim: 'Do you r r co~n izc  the victim'!' The whrllc villayc. which WAS 

prcscnt 31 thc SCCIIC. was ovcrtakrll by chcerfulncss. ~ h c  supposed corpse and thc 
accuscd joined in. rmly thr par administrator. t-ar from tau~hing. curwd and 
swore. furious with thc lack of succcss uC his contrivance. 

11 is. hr)wl;.evcr. ntlt untruc that one can casily bluff thc naivc I.ilotian5. Thc 
suh1crlir2e that one asc-riks to an old co~nlilissicmcr of 1.~15. the most spiri~ual of 
rhc rcpre~cnta~ivc's of Fraace in Indc~h i~ ra .  clei~rly illurtratus this. Goin: on tour. 
hc i~skrd  thc novahlcs of- ;I pnjvincr: to come trl him and. whilc with thr111. hc 
s(~lemnly drt1ppc.d his e l i~s s  cyc into a dwantr r  nf warcr-hcc;~ust. hc war a nnr- 
q r d  man-saying to them: 'I'm leaving. hut I Icavc. you nly eyc. I3y it. I will 
continue to wiltch over you!'-lhc icar li)r this h i s h  cyc was sullicicnt prc\criTc 
rcspr  in thc prtlvincc. 

Another incidcnt proves vrry wcll the gullibility of thc L;~c>t ians: gullihilit~ thiit. 
this time. had ~iili1htn)phic ConsLyuenccs for thcni. some years ayo. to 1hc Li*t of- 
Siranakct. thc locals mr~unt~ul  ;in uprising ayainst the loc.i~l police. an agitator 
havine assured them that in case nf rcprc'ssion lhc bullcts of thc French would 
convcrt thc~nsc.lves into alrnrlnd Ilowl;.rrs. The conlidcncc of thcw unlortuniitc 
rcvolutio~raries did not last hcyond thc first vr~llcy of hr~llcrs that wilunded >omc uC 
1ht.m. Morcuvcr. j~ was the unly revnlt  hat had to lw supprcs~cd since ~ h c  
hceinning ot- the l;rcnch rlccupition. l'hc Lacdans are very happy under our 
~uardianship which they limp awaited as a safcguiird iigainst rhc. suucessivc 
incursions of thc Siarnssc and the C'hincsr: ~ ~ ~ J I I I  Yunnan. 

W c  left Pdlay at 7 a.m.. taking with us thc adniinistrattor. Again this din1nt.d ftq 
rendc~d an uncertainty in navigiation and that wrnt lo the hcarts of the passen- 
gers! All took rcfugc in thc cabin in front. idlc hccauw the usual distractions u=crc 



rn i \ s i r~~:  onc. could not ?;cc lllc b;lnks. tvllich rcsultsd in disappoil~tnlc~~t\  lor ~hosc 
u=ho wcrc ctlntcnt \vith rlhscn-i~ly thc sccllsry- and all cvcn prc.atr.1. ~l iwppoi~itmcnt 
filr ~ h c  huntcrs who habitually cxcrc is~d thcir skills on f l ~ ~ h  oC p-acr'lcks. 'rhtrt 
morning thcn. hloks hccanlr thc rmly saviour iionl twrcdom: srmc \-olumus oT 

Kipling had kc11  apprrlpriated from ~ h r  small library in Vicntianc.. To read them in 
a country ..ir) alike thc 1ndi;irl j u n ~ k  dehcrihcd by thc nutlir)r. in thc conlpany uf 
purlplc whrl have oCtcn liver1 rhc. livrs of hcrws in thcsc tales. was to incrcasc our 
?;a\ wring [he111 tcnfuld. 

I.ikc ycsltrrlay. thc fog dissipated by 11 a.m. when wc z t o p p d  for our supply ol' 
iircword. In frrlnt oT u>. on the Lit hank. all enomlous. supcrh m k  cio~oinii~cd u:. 
;mrl its s~ntnjth flank. which the sun stiarlily lit. Cc11 vertically illto thc strcaln. On 
~ h c  h n k  that \vc accos~crl. srmw locals mamcd ahout idly with an air of- int1iUi.r- 
cncr on ~ h c  outskins of a snliill village. ~ h c  huts of which were almost it11 in ruil~s. 
I cnrcrcd onc oC these huts. No crics oCchildrcn. no  g r u n ~ i n ~  oC thc piys thar arc so  
dcar in Indt~hinzl. 11's dcholation; il-?i dcath. Thrcc y s a h  ago. an epidemic 01- 
cholera had decimated thr village. Most oC thc survivrws had f ~ u i  and thc victori- 
ous junglc cnlhraccd the ruined huts. 

During lunch some collisions of the plalcs pwparcd us f i r  thc ernoticbrls of thc 
;~f~cmonn.  At 3 p.m.. in the middlc of a prnc  of hridgc for which no-onc rnus~crcd 
any passion. a violcnt shock ~ i i n ~ t :  to US. This was ~oIIowLYI hy a cracking that 
in~niohilizcd us on a rc~ck. wc ran aground. .Uayhc it is thc cnd r,f ~ h c  trip! A 
srcond of silencc. clC ilnguish.  hen it was the pandemonium that such ;m advcn- 
turc brings aboard: the rineing 01- hclls. appcals. orders hurled across at thc 
s~okcrs. The en_rine spat, rhc steel platcs shuddcrcd. wc triud lo  sail hackwards 
hcfr~rc thc ~riliromus rtwk crwld reassure. its grip . . . . Hurnh! Thc boat Jiscn- 
giaged hcrsclf. She disengagd s o  well that we sailed backwards a hundrtd mctcrs 
at full spccd. Quickly tn the holds! Thcy were drq.. all is \vclI. -4 jo11 at  the helm 
and wc restarted the painful march by trial and error. ~ h c  slow and patient fight 
against the cumnt .  the assiult on the whirlpools. thz flight Cor the wufs. 

Durin_r the coursc (tfthe on~iru day. thc h d  of thc Mckong wa.5 sn n m w .  and lhc 
mountains veiled by tall h lx l i  forests projected w, much shadow on thc bends and 
n>undah)uts. hcforc us. tn thc right. and the IcCt. that thc water appciared &ark 
and grim like an infcrnal stream. The wild appcaranrc of the iandscapt. was 
oppressing. If only the sun had hrr,ughl us w m c  light ftjr a fcw hours today. 
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iVc srarchrd Iilr a quiet Irxjp 10 pass thc nigh1 and f i~und a handy h a ~ ~ h  at the edge 
of ~ h c  river. wc ticd 1111 the boat. 0 1 1  the -11d. Ircsh tracks ol- t i p s  a ~ d  pnrhcrs 
mixcd wilh ihosc of peiacrlcks. the line houfs of docs. the tumd-hack claws oC 
monkeys and thc sofl fu rn~ws  of wptiks. Thexc gucsts uf ~ h c  fon.51 came to drink 
at thc Mckong last night. undcr thc lizht 01- thc mrmn. Whilc wr slccp. they u=ill 
comc h~ck,  smothcrcd frwt steps. contemplating this hip. unkntnvl~ rnachinc thi~t 
is our h ~ t .  The Irnwious hcasts will snlcll thr living flesh prt~tcctcd azain>t rhcir 
lusts by lhu llanks of lhc Irr Grnr~rIi>r~. I will dream o r  ~ igcrs  and pantlicrs all 
nizht long. hctausc thry have talked about lhcm all evcning. That is. if 1 ilm no1 
woken up by ~ h c  noiws of a fiehi. as ii sornutin~cs happens hctwccm tigers and 
elcphilnts. in the dcpths of thc forcst. 1 havc heard ahout a talnc clcphant called 
Clco. whu was rnatlt to wtwk in the cxploita~icm ol' r\:oml on an  island of ~ h c  
h w c r  Mcbong. Shc (ought a rrightful strueglc against a tigcr one night. N.: an. 
no loliger in 'the times whcn the animals could talk' and thc hravs animal has no1 
recountcd her frat. Only in ~ h c  morning. when Clco rcgiaincd hcr pklcc of  work. 
her k ~ t  wcrc shined with the bltKKi of mothcr k k q t .  and a hit F i h c t :  lay ;I dcad 
~igcr. that had h-cn crushcd under thc wcight of the pachydcnn. 

The tiger is a ncighbor to tw (cared. hcrc like anywhcre else in Indrwhina. h l d l y  
sarching for its prey cvzn in villagzs. When the night nrrivcs. the inhabitants havu 
cvcry reason to Iear from him. 'fhc cwlon of a village in the interinr heard thc 
tcrrificd neighing of  his horsc latc one evening. He ran to thr stahlc accompnisd  
by a crn>liu and his I c ~ a l  wife. whrl. while providing lieht. also carried their child 
i11 her arms. The l i y h ~  was dim. 111. did no1 SLT his horsc in the box. cxtendcd his 
hand and cncuuntcrcd a warm Cur. The woman h rou$~~  the lamp ncarcr: a tiycr 
was s c a t ~ d  astridc t h t  hurw lapping up hlcnd. The coolie disappcarcd with a lcap 
intn thc jungle. thc woman. crying out. dropped the lamp and rhc child to run 
fastcr and the r . c ~ I o r ~ ,  shuddering with fear. groped for the child in the dark and 
steathily slunk away. When hc ruturned with a gun. thc beast had gonz. 

Thus. thc strclngcst fcclings and thc greatest affwtions will stop in the face oC thc 
(right inspir~xl by this tcrriblc and deceitful guest. l'hc obscssivc fuar of thr  tiger 
results in acts of cowardice brought on by the survivial instinct. W-itnuss the 
adwnturt  of this European who was passinz through a village in Laos and who 
sharcd the lnat of a shy, little h u t i a n  woman. The nisht was hot. and hc p s i -  
tioncd hinlself as close as possible to the &lor to gct sclme air. in a straw hut. Ihe 
tlwr of which was almost luvcl with thc wil. Suddcnip he was awakened by rhe 
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rtrong. warm bruitrh r,f an ani111itl o r )  his fi~cc. 'Thc I I ~ L ' ~ . '  hc s h ~ u ~ ~ d .  upright at 
once. I 1c hruwlly IiCtcd his cornpimion who wilr xlccpiny pc.;~cclully a~a ins r  ~ h c  
wk-;iIl. dcplsitcd her as a sacrilitt  under ~ h c  brrath o f ~ h c  monsicr and . . . .trwk oft' 
I h r o o ~ h  the window. A peal of l au~h ic r  iio111 thc p o r t  silo ran: o111 and haltcd his 
fliyht. 1Ic Iearncd rnidivay ~hn jugh  thc jihu that this t i ~ c r  wits ;I wcll ~ncmiog  
buffalo rvhtl. prr~wli~lg ah111 around ~ h r  ~ U I .  w;lnld io pa); ~hcn..nl a visit. 

15 Sovembrr 1909 

A wpcrh day! The \?i~llc\;. n m t w c d  furthcr. thc nlountains row in tcrrdcrs artlund 
us. knorrntjus n ~ k  forlnatiuns. dctachrtl from thc Ilai~lis ot thcw rnttun~;~ins divcrt 
and hrcak thc iviitcm. if thsy cannot ride ovcr them. W i ~ h  each turn. we found thc 
n~t,untains tri~~~sformcci. ~ h c  r t r k s  formed cj~hcr pi~falls. Clur mulc s ~ ~ n ~ c d  to tx 
bltk-kcd in [hi> ~=;l \; '  ai CVUP- murncnt like a dcud end wall fro111 which thc strrarll 
sccmsd lo emery.  

At 10 a.lll.. wc rnct ~ h c  ;Mrr(yrr: T r ~ r t  in a passage that luckily was larsc enough t o  
avoid a cullision. Thc vessel salutcd ~ h c  Lrr C;r~ltrdi>rr. and hunled down at  fifty 
k i l o ~ ~ ~ c t c r s  an hour. whilc ivc had su much trouhlc to ascending! Shc then ;ip- 
pu;m~d to us likc a wisp uf straw laktn in thc dircctirm (11-the maze oC r t ~ l i s .  Then. 
;I [urn took hcr awip  Cmm our vision. At ntum wc ht~rded wtwd in a hanllrt. thc 
inhabitanis of which offcrcd us the usual gifts. Renewal of thc xcnc in Kok 
Prung: thc Icavts and thc candles prescntc-d in an c i  and thc libations (IF rum 
offered hj= us to ~ h c  nobahlc. a hcautiful I-aolian with a soft and fun-lovi~lp look. 

The cook nwdud to buy supplies. I assistcd in the sacrifice of ~III unluck\;- 
suckling-pig and in an m u s i n g  chase. o r  rathcr. [he capturc of sonic chickms. In 
this country. ;.he fowl is so wild and carcfrcc that it is in~possihlc for housewives I(> 

catch it by hand. \hJell rhcn. one spreads out stmc r a i n  undcr thc hu~. hetwccn the 
struts thal support it. and Crt~ni the interior rlC ~hr :  hc~use. as scnln a s  thc chickcn 
apprn'c'hcs. onc li~sstws it. 

After lunch. wc entered a hi: rapid. rhe Kcng bong. The joltcd hrmt was inundatcrl 
with f t ~ r n .  Captain hldlan forbade us to climb on  he spar dcxk in long as thu 
tyuilihrium was unstahlc. In t h  cuphmrd. Ihc plates lVerc clanging against cauh 
orher. M!c huard the hm :pun and  he h i l c r  blow. The hump threw ux like incrt 
objecls on the seats of the. Imnt cabin. Nrahi11g r s c a p t  iir11n k i n g  h n ~ d  
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ahout in thc hoiling mass of the waters. Onc had thc urEu t c ~  ask for mercy, to shout: 
enough, as in a series or rc~llcr-coaster or swinging that has lnstctl too long . . . 

Towards the end of the day. in Tha Du3, wc stopped ngnin to cake in wood. That 
was our first encounter with thc troops of His Ma.ie\ty Si\avong, thc king of 
Luang-Prahang. There were some soldicrs of his special guard hsrc, smartly 
tlres~cd In deep blue, with a kind small. alpine heret as hendpcar. Thcy 
cxcrciscd seriously on the hank. Upon ollr :lrriv:~l. the corporal cornmandcrl: 
'Prescnt the gun?.' In his haste. he forgot to turn hi5 crnall detachment arounrl to 
face the strcnm so that thaw soldiers presented their back$ to thc [A Gmrtdii.rr. 
and their guns to thc mountains. I t  does not rnnttcr, they arc gallant. these qmall 
soldiers ot S~snvong. All our compliments. Sire! 

Plate 23 SIPP~I'IIR Blilj(/liit 111 I ~ P  Iii~ll c ~ f , f r s t i ~ i ~ i t ~ v  in Vit.ntirtri~ (Photo P~;ri). 



Chapter 3 

Luang-Prabang 

Wc now come to  the pcriod in my travelogue whun wt: will k acquainted with the 
kingdom of I.uang-Prahaq. the most intcrcsdnz region of LAOS, and ~ h c  principal 
motivation for my cmharking on this trip. U c f m  I ~ a l k  about the fcstivitizs that 
we await. 1 think hat I should give, in a nu1 shell, a description oC Laos in general 
and the kingdom of Luang-Pmbang in particular. 

One can say that hc Lao~ian cnuntrics occupy the whole basin of ~ h c  Mekong. 
comprised hctwccn Cambodia, down strcam. and Burma, up strum. i.e.. that it 
stretches ovcr 1.200 kilometen. 

The 1;n-nc-h pruteclorate extends ovcr hc basin of the left hank md also over two 
terrirories on thc right bank. one in the South: the provinces of  Bassac and 
Malouprcy (Cambodian border). thc o~her  in the North: thc tcrritorizs of Falilay 
forming part of the Kingdom of I mang-hbary. Everywhere cl.w, thc Mekonp is 
the limil  hat separates French l ~ t m  from Siamese 1-aos. 
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French Laos is approximately as largc as Siamese Laos. however. its population is 
only 500,000 inhabitants, compared to the three million in Siamese Laos. This 
difference is without doubt duc lo h e  fact that thc regions of the right bank are 
more mountainous than thosc of the left bank.' The difference is also due to the 
systematic depopulation of thc left hank to the knefit of the right bank, imple- 
mented by the Siamese during the last century. It goes without saying that thc 
figurn that I provide hcre, are only apprnximations. 

Thc pgulation of Lam is composed almtlsr cxclusively of Laotians serrqu stricru 
and of Khas. Thc Laotians are a Thai race. The Thais, with origins in the 
Southeast of China, have settled in b c  distant past in thc valleys of Laos and 
Siam. The Khas arc considered the aborigines of Laos. Thcse fetishist savages, of 
a type completely differen1 to  he Laotians, l ivc more or less independent lives in 
the mountains, with heir own cwtorns and traditions. 

Laos had k n  divided over many ccnturics inlo a great number of little kingdoms 
and Luang-Prabang was one of the mosr imporrant. Thcse kingdoms, instead of 
uniting among rhemselvcs, cclnstanll y battlcd with cach other, thcrcby allowing 
their powcrful neighbors to subjugate them on scveral occasions. They first 
undcrwcnt the domination 01- the Khmers, thc masters of Cambodia; then West- 
h s  was incorporated into the kingdom of Pcgu until the year 1225: later still, in 
thc sixteenth century, another part of Laos. the right bank of the Mekong, was 
conquered by the Siamese. 

In the seventecnth century, the kingdom of Luang-Prdhang was succcssivcly 
invaded by thc Burmese and by the Annamites. However, it was especially in the 
last century hat this country was overwheIrncd by fate. In 1828, when the 
Siamcsc crossed the Mekong, destroyed Vientiane-the rival of Luang-Prabang 
and sometime its vassal-Luang-Prabang. to avoid the same fate and hoping to be 
protected by h e  Siamese from Haw Chincse looters, offcrcd to pay tributc 10 

Bangkok. whilc continuing to pay tribute 10 Annam and cvcn lo China. That did 
not, however, stop the 'yellow flags' from ravaging thc Eaql of the kingdom in 
1875. Thc Siamese who wcrc approached for help, mnnagcd to finish the work of 
the Chincse pirates, holding to ransom and depopulating the country of Luang- 
Prabang, where they ins~alled a commissioncr and a Siamese garrison. From 
there, lhcy made incursions into neigbbori ng counlries and even in to Tonkin. As a 
consqucnce. Luang-hbang had to undergo. in 1887, retaliations for the looting 
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donc by rhc Siamcsc in thc Black River- -the Trmkinese set thc ci1y ablazc. w i ~ h  
l i~ t lc  rcsistancc.  hat had k n  abandoned by the Siamcsc without struggle. The 
old l a o ~ i a n  king and his unfonunate subjcuts at once fld up rr, Paklq in 
pirr~gucs. many of which sunk at  the passage of the rapids. 

It is natural. after so  many adventurcs. that the I .aotians have volunlluily xceptod 
lhc ~.stablishmunt of a t-'rcnr-h protectorate in their counlry. Mowovcr. our explor- 
cfi h i  alrcidy obtained the sympathy uf the population. ?kc  first of th LSL .-. me11 

was the nalumlist Mouhout (from 1858 until 1Xbl). 

After Mouhout. lxang-bhang was visited by thc mission of Doudart dc Lagr6e 
thal fvllowed ~ h c  route of thc Mckong ( 18ti6 until lt(68). Finally. ~ a r s  later. Mr. 
I'avic and his c t ~ l l a b r i m r s  accomplished in thcse territories of I .aos the marvelous 
work t)f penctri~ion. and as a result of this in 1893. hc protectr)ralc was en& 
lishrxl r)n the grounds nf 1:rancc's right to clain~ thc sccular suzerainty of Annarn 
over Laos. That ww not accomplished without meeting with strong rcsisvance 
Cmn~ the Siamcse. thc incursions of which nn thc len hank ctf the Mekang had 
p m l y  semcd as a goal to be able to llttributc thr  right of thc first itcupn;ml. One 
had to  dcploy Fmnch rroops on the h f e k o n ~  and at rhc srlmc lime styc a naval 
demonstration in Hangkok. 

The trcaiy of I 893. by giving us h e  lefr bank of the hlckong. had crated a neutml 
zone twlmty-tiw kilometers widc un the ri_eht bank. Thc treaty ot- 1YtM canceled this 
mnnc md pave us rm the right bank two tcrrittmes that I have dredy  cilcd ahvt' .  

Of thc uld kingdoms of l a ~ ,  only I-uang-Prahng is still Icft. IIcr king ha< 
limitcd atrributions that hc shares with thc Srtruk or thc council of notables. 

I:rom the cu t~non~ ic  an&. Laos is not devoid of  natural rcsourcts. Mr. Ilourncr 
had called i t  thc  a_ericultural, forest and mine reservc c>C Indochina. On the l a t i a n  
slrqwsof ~ h c  Annarnik chain, onc finds. togethcr with the gold about which I have 
Jrcady talked. Icad. tin and copper. Iron and coal arc also found there. Agricul- 
tural life is especially developed in thc middle Mcknn_e. towanis Savanakct. whsre 
thcrc is a  as^ plain of ricc paddy and cows and hufi5ln-rcaring. The forests of 
I l p ~ r  Lms contain prccious wocwi and especially a lot of teak. In I,aos. wc can 
also find knxvin ,  cardamom. and lac. Finally. catton is cultivated. which. like in 
Cmhodia. is v c p  gmnl and vcry silky- hul Ihe local m c t h d  of shclling is 





In Laos and Siam 





In 1-aos and Siam 

d d t c ~ i v c  in b t h  countries and thc cotton. k i n g  irnpcrfvutly scpara~cd trom the 
shell. is almost impossible t o  usc in the mills of I<un~pc. 

Thanks to the Khas who arc cmploycd a s  lurnkrjacks. the exploitation of teal;. 
which can be rathcr cahily floated on thc Mekong in  he right .wasnn. has been 
startcd. I t  rvould hc very hcncficial if this husincss could tc further dcvelopcd 
k c 3 ~ . ~  the teak or R u r ~ n a  and Siam is bccaminy nre as a rcsulr nf unplanned 
exploitation and the tcak of Java. thil is now rIn olkr in the Europxan markas 
wcrns tn IK' of ii quality quitc infcricx to that of Indochina. 

Ilnfc~rtunitcly. apart Cmn~ rice culture. livcsttlck-rearins. cutting ~ c d i  and drcdg- 
ing lor gold. the cxploilation o r  the rcsnurces of I-wls is nil. due to l x k  01- 
workers. and especially transplrtition routcs. 

The Khas. who only work in the tbrcsts. have potunlial a s  ctw~lies if onc could 
succecd in tamins their savagery. Kcgarding thu Laotians. thcy do not know 
anything other than sailin_g p i q u e s .  You should not count on employing thcm tbr 
work because they are Iw.' ro the e?ctrcmc+nturius of oppression haw killed ail 
cn ry i c s  in them. Mom)vcr. they havc few nucds and scrldom drram about sav- 

ings. .4mong thcni. thcrc arc no artists. except for the builders of pirogucs. 
I.uckily. the Annarnitcs quite easily .settle in Laos. It is thcy who monopolize Lhe 
pml'cssions of  u i n t c r .  mason. and baker. The Europeans are even obliged to 
rely on thcm fix domcs~ic  help. 

Thc crcation of communication nlules is evidently a qucstiun of money Onc has 
wnr~unccd linking I.aos with Tnnkin by a railway line. However. the adminislra- 
lion has studied two projects for railways up to Vientiane: one f r tm Savanaku~ 10 

Quantri (Annarn). the other fmm Cornpng-Tiam {Cyamhdia) to Savanakct. go- 
ing around the Kernmarit rapids by the right bank of the Mekong. This last line 
would hc lcss cnpensivc than thc first. Ncvcrtheless, one estimates an e x p n w  
amountins to 25 millicln French tiancs. 

A crvicc hclween Virntime and Luang-Prabang wnuld only function for parl ot- 
the year--;tssuming that a public steam navigation scrvice i s  infact estahlishcd. 
Alstl. the administration plans thc consfruction of a route into ~ h c  interirlr that 
would link Luang-l+ah;mg with the navigable reach or the Middlc-Mekong and 
with the planned railway lines. 





In Lacs and Siam 

All these communication lincs n c d  tu be esthl ishcd urgently. Our tlccupation 
has prclvidcd h o s  with a wiccurity that it has nuvcr known k fn rc .  Now we arc Icfi 
wirh the obligation of drawing it out of its isolaticjn md making it pflicipate in 
rhc cu-onomic drve lopmrn~ or other counlrics or Indochina. 

As srnln as we approxhcd Luang-Prahang. rhe v;dley widened. At the samc lime 
the landscape brightcnud up and thc prcscnce of man manifests itself. On ~ h c  
hillsides, large spaccs that havc h-cn denuded by lirc. are used for upland rice 
cultiva~ion. We passcd pirogues ducoritcd with flowers and with hanncrs and 
Itmded with passengers who Tang and conversed raily. Everyone wcnt to Luang- 
Prabang for ths festivities. Wc arrived there at 7 p.m. and our L r r  Gt-crni1ii.1~ 
moored at  thc foot ul- a stonc staircase. highcr than lwenty mcters which thc 
s m a m  hidcs during high wxcrs. but which is. loday. almost complutely in the 
open. 

1 k l i e v c  Lhat all of the t<urt~pcans of Luang-Prahang awaited rlur landing. 11 u:a'i 
thc distriction of thr day. They had c d c u l a t d  the hour nf our arrival. in caw thc 
rapids would let us pass. and to receive us. wu saw but smilcs oC welcome. hands 
offurcd, words of gn-cting. They escortcd us along an avcnuc with trees hordcring 
thc s t rum.  then into a larger cross-sircrt. which seemcd 10 me to he the main 
SITIX-I of Luang-Prhng .  BUI what a strangc street fnr a capital city! It's mow. like 
a p ~ t h  ~hrough a park. hordcred by flonvcring Japanese lilac l r~ws which vcilcd. 
with their purplc hunches. the rickcty houses in barnhot) and the w o d c n  lsmplrs 
with thuir pointed roofs. 

Wu first stop@ in the _garden. undcr wme sort of kicak. very r-oulrur lor-irk. 
prlnlpously callcd: European Club. .4n m i a b l e  specch by the commissioner of  he 
Ciovcmment Mr. G r i d .  champagne in our glasses and wc celebrated the succuss 
of our journuy. Then. the French shared the bunlcn of lodging all of us. Ih.2 
fo l lowd  Mr. Grind who had prepred  a small apartrncnt for us ar the rwnrrr~i.s- 
~rrritit. a large old wowden house in the middle of the avcnuc uaith the Japancw 
lilac Ims. Jt  tmnspirud  hat the wmd-licc cat away at thc joists ot- this housc. that 
thc snakes rnakc thcir nests in thc k a m s  of the cciling hut the strucrurc was 
hugped clo?iely by a man-clous g d c n  full oC shade. sccnts. flapping wings and 
hid-song. l w o  old Chinese shtucs in p n i t e .  reprcscnting I do not know what 



blissfully happy spirits. stand ~ u a r d  at  h e  tiwt or ~ h c  tcrracc I ~ J I  p ~ c c r i c s  thc 
rcccptic)~~ hall of ~ h c  c.r~neai.~.w117ut and undrr the golden sun of this I.;lotian 
;luiulan. Ihe housc seems 10 radiate cntircly with ~ h c  r)ptirnistic pmcc of mind 
trii~slixcd in ~ h c  smilc of these Chincsi: nliqgots. 

It will do us yood tn stop here . . . Our stwants hrought. with grcat ~nwhlc .  our 
lupgilgc sinuc one could not count during thosc days on thc people of  thc land 
rjffcrin~ ally help whatsoever. All ryere resting. Them wcrc no marc ctn~lies. 
Thzrtl ~=rrc  only pcrlplc celehra~in_r the festivitits who walked a h w i  and sang. 
drapiny hrillianl cotton dresws over tlicir shoulders. tickling thc prur .vim who 
burs1 out laughing. In shorl. the mosr miwr;lhle I-mtians of I.uan5-Prahany 
despised workine t d a y  and cared little C(m [utile profits. What gmld is hard work! 
It's thc celt'hratictirm. The sky was without clouds and toniyht, the wngs. the pnc . s .  
rhu smilin? flirtations will lake placc as a sacred ritual under the clearness o C  thc 
propitiot~x r n r l o w > f  the moon who is thc true plcidcss of I-uang-Pr;ihanz hi-  
cauw thc ancient -ranitus of Egypt' .rccms to hc rwived here in a new cult of lovc 
and przlcc. with the cntirc population a s  priests and pricstesws to serve il. 

111 spitc of  ~ h c  nlildncss of the temperature. many young h y s  had thrown hrightl~: 
colourcd cotton covers over their heads and shoulders. -1'hu rcason is  hat the covcr 
is Cr>r a young man. for a put A r l o  as  one u y s  in [.antian. an eleganl picct: of 
c l o ~ h i n ~ .  If he possesses onc. it rcpkicrs all the orher Tarments for thc uppcr par1 
of- thc h d y .  With a rainhow-co1r1r1-d cover and with artis~ic t a ~ t w s  hc can hope to 
conqucr Illan). hcarls. 

From our i isr ou~ing. our syrnpthies wcru with thcsc happy Icrals who placcd 
thcmsclvcs along the edges of thc roads. and bowed to the ground to g r ~ ~ t  us. 31 

thc sarnc time rcspccttbl and cheerful. a s  our carriage passed by. Wc I T ~ I V C ~ C ~  in 
thc carriage of thc commissioner--a luxury that has w i v e d  hcrc how 1 know 
nui-and Mr. G r a d  introduced us to thc sizhts. l h i s  city. builr up around a ~ a k .  
thc Pou Si. on which them is a r l ~ i r .  is still ;I f lowcr in~ forest in which the houscs 
rcscmhlt the nests ofhirds-a f<>rcst only a little morc donuded than thc big viryin 
forest that tovcrs the nearby mountains. 

Oh! What a dclizhtful paradisc 01-ajur nirntc. this country prtccts .  by thc ficrcc 

har1ic.r of the slrcam. arainst progress md amhirions for which it has n o  nwd! 
Will Luang-habang hc. in our trtniur?-. rlf exlu'l scicnce.r. of quick profi~s. of 
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victory by nloncy. the rcCuge uf thc las! drramcrs. the last I I ) V C ~  011c5. the last 
trr~uhdours'! It is ill rrality a low. a drum. a p t ~ t r y  r~ t -  naive hensuality which 
enfolds under thc I ~ o l i ; ~ c  of this pcdurncd Lorest. \%''I. pcrccived it liom the first 
ewning. 

Aficr dinncr. which rcullitcd d l  thc passcngurs c a t -  the i ~ r  C;~~u~rfi>rr. a kha 
orchcslra could tw hcad in the garden of thc n~~waivsrwiirr. M!c went to sce thcsc 
khas. savages thal arc n t h r r  guntilc if r>nc docs not ofrcnd thuir customs. nr thcir 
superstitions. bur. their ihppcmce is rather ficrce k c a u s e  of thcir long s h a g y  
hair- -alrnrbst thcir only piccc oiclolhinp-which covsrs rhcm scmlctirncs down to 
thr loins. Thc women a sirrr. h e  dress of Laos. little  shim^ vests protect thcir 
breast and their hair which is hraidcd close to thr  can and held in plicr by a cap 
i';~zhioncd out of rr~lled up clt>th. 

The orchc\tra was vcry prilni~iuc: it  consihtcd of halntwo sticks of dillcrent 
widths. cut in such a way that i~ suCficcs hitting the ground with thcm to zcncralc 
snunds that arcl IIM \-.cry dilTcrcnr trom each othcr. A1 a vivid h a r .  onc rs l w o  
couples danwd rhylhnlically-;I sensual. pi~ssionate, luslful d m c  to thu extrcrnc. 
lhc couplcs turned around. a p p n ~ c h d  each olher. separated. thcir arms ahovu 
their stern and ~ i v a g c  faces. until thc Iascivic~us~~css exhausted the panting danc- 
crs and n~usicians. 

'Thc khas Jistanwd thcmsclvc:, . . . BUI thsrc. in thc r>bscurity. -. strident up-  

ruw~unticd. a cry that was swelled and n~cdulated seemingly reuniting a thousand 
urirs tiom thc Nor~h. the South. fn>m all dircclions at thc silmc lime. Moan. 
lan~cnt. prayer. it was ~ h c  appeal clC the porr strrt .  the young girls. who invok~xl thc 
mtmn and its lizht- -accomplicrs of thc panles of love. And thc p t ~ r  I~tro, the 
young mcn. g u i d ~ d  by this cry to ;~ssemhlc. sped to thc Ci)trr:v d'ili~~cnrr. cstab- 
lishcd in thc square* near the wats. whcrt: the p u n g  girls. a r ~ n g ~ u l  in a circle. 
awaitcd thtir lovcrs. I'hc latter plactd thcrnsclves in fronl of the girls. Thcy veiled 
themsclvcs with their cotton 1-abrics and ~ h c  pocrns developed on t h t  lips of thc 
inlpmviwrs of thc two scxcs-*hanls uT tcoderncss. supplications md prai.w1 of 
 he amomus p~rr k r r ) .  c~nphatic replics. hiting rdusials. vaguc prc)miws. fine 
coquetrks of ~ h c  solicited I I O I I  svrio. All ;iround thc s ~ ~ t i ~ o n  of this gracious duel 
applaudcd the love chants. thc tcnder p)c111s. thc skillful pnqwsitio~ls. l h u s  thc 
hours passcd in tlic palc light . . . The cry. tlvcrhanging over the city. vcry latc 
rnnjghl. has dislurbed our sleep. 



17 November 1909 

The morning distraction in Luang-Prahang was a walk in the market rhat -=as 

installed all alojng ~ h c  avenue nor Far from ~ h c  Cluh. The elegant ladies ga1hcrt.d 
thcrc. thcir b r r x ~ s  lightly veiled with thc shawls ot- transparent silk in soft 
colrwrs. thcir hips tightly fwkncd  hy a drcss with large stripcs that ~ h t y  attach 
M o w  thc navel. Thcy carry. suspcndcd hy a rihbcrn from their shoulders the small 
haskc1 r>C lacquer ware harnhcw~, thc A-rrst~. which is madc for thcrn by the monks of 
rhc. pagtdas. How cquct t i sh  i~ is, this national hasket! So finc. so  light. so well 
varnished that onc \w~uld not dare ro put fruit5 in it, nor llowers of lianas or 

orchids. resembling frail and shiny insects which would mix lalcr adori~ thc soft 
hair. or form nrcklaccs. 

But. ar thc stalls of the small traders. squauin_r under l a ~ e  umbrellas impcwtrd 
Cmm l<uropc. scvcral oiher pmducts found a place next to the tlowcrs. -I-hcri: was 
poultry and pieces of rare pork. Thcrt: wcre fried g r a s s h o p ~ r s  on sticks and all 
sorts rlf hig insecrs which comprise the delicacies of Iar~t ian  guurmut. Then. 
enormous fishes from the Mekmg. h;tskctslull of small. brown riuc from the 
mtluntains. mounds of salt, herbs, and as in all the markcts of Indochina. heaps of 
arcca nuts. k t e l  leaves and the pink. crushed lime which prtducus thc inevitable 
hutcl-chew intlictiny on ~ h c  natives that black mouth. so  visually disagreeable. 

In l i t~ le  barracks. csiahlishcd in their homes. othcr mcrchanls displayed importcd 
pr tduu~s  which the caravans. thal came from Siam olr Burma, have poured our 
over Luang-hahang: cotton fabrics. hlankcts. picccs of silk. shawls. cotton vcl- 
vet. haberdashery and slripcs o f ~ i n w l .  all the prmr-quality stufl' that should seduce 
these primitives. Alas! Almost all thew thinzs had English and German factory 
labels and they wcrc supplied by houses of  thcsu witionalities. estahlishcd in 
Bangkok. Vcry l i nk  French merchandise arrivcs hcrc. be it hy the dangerous routc 
of the Meknng. o r  by ~ h c  sparse convoys frnm Tonkin which follow the Hlack 
Kiver. thcn cross by the trail through North-&st hos .  Aren't thew any fastcr and 
less dangernus routes uf transport to Tonkin and A n n i  to compete with forcign 
husinesscs and thcrchp make the people frnm Lu ; ln+abang  surrender thcir 
dqwndcncu on the Sianlesl caravans! 

For the rnomcnl. wu can u n l ~  oppnse an incrrasc in thc customs dutics rclatcd to 
this influx oCCorcign goods. That is rrlr rnc ~ h c  indircct cause of deception. I would 
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have loved to hring along as 3 souvenir of niy journcy, some hide\ of' flying 
\qitirrcls which come from Burnla-a htautifi~l fine fur resembling that r l f  a 
\ilver-fox. Formerly, thew hidcq were en\y to find in Luang-Prahang. hut. il  was 
in vain that 1 warched thc display4 of the <hop\. The caravan\ do not hring them 
anymore \incc they havc hcoti h ~ t  by high rlutles. 

Ry 9 a.m. thc onini:~tion in the n1:lrkct-place reached its peak. Today it was niore 
Fay than usual. without doubt because of tlic festivities which have emptied the 
Iiats. 7'hc.y shouted. laughed. sang. The young girls glided hy gracefully, holding 
hack thcir shawls which were i~nwound hy the wind. with one hand. I-Ienvy gold 
jewels Jingled on thc wrisls and nccks of womcn, their costumcs it1 w:wm hues 
sparklcd untler the harsh light and in the air. the odor of dying flowers, of sticks nf 
sandal wood and of sweaty skins hung ahour scnsually. 

Thc hoys, painted hright safl'ron by their mothers and nudt as small Saint-Johns, 
ran hetween thc legs (>I' the strolling peoplc. jumped hnldly on top or the haskcts 
ol~tlio merchants and fell into the piles ol'ricc and salt. The very small ones cried 
on thc breasts of tlicir graridmothcrs', horrihlc old womcn, who, well out of linc, 
found i t  unneccssivy to hide thcir wrinklccl flesh itnclcr the sliawls that young 
womcn wear. Oh! horrihle display of nudity, offered without remorse by these 
hidroils female mnnkeys with their co:lrsc, gray, crew cut hairdos! 'They nevenhe- 
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lcss smilcd Tricndlp showing thcir blackcncd teeth behind lips hlccding with pink 
lime. which the hulcl gnaws at and dcforms. 

These nudzs. so littlc pwscmed by the rays of trr~pical sunshine cnllcd to mind the 
phmw that one attributes to an old rcsident of Laos. Hc was upwt because a 
French woman round thc Laotian women tmw brown: -C!nder thcir sinus. madam. 
they are as white as you and me.' It is very w=cll possihlc Tor the skin of the old 
colonial sewants. but. the lady must h a w  hccn littlc flattered to scrve this com- 
parisun as  u~cll. 

Even thouyh sin to cight European n.ornan have already visitcd Luang-fiabang 
since thc French o~cupation. I enjoycd great sur-ccss as a ohjcct of gon~d willed 
curiosity a m n n  thc Laotian women. young and old. S m  -limy Di. Sao Bang. Sao 
Thane. Sao Khay all the ~ c r o  surmundcd me. They discrcrtly caresscd my hands 
and. my clnthcs. Laughs burst from their lips and lhcir grace like young cats 
incrcawd my rugret at not being able r o  answer lo lhcir babbling and l o  thcir 
compliments in their lanyuage. 

- 1 % ~  extwrnc liberty of morals that reign here makc Corcigncrs casily find thc 
hospitality that one ascribes to  Scotland: one nladily urmnjpircs Lumg-l'rahang 
with the Fatherland of Rarahu. and refers to it as the l'ahiti oC Indt~hinn.  Onc. rnusl 

hkc into account though nrw to upset the spirits rlf Ihr anccston. hut. since 
libitions and ritual gifts apFrnc them. the young girls are scldonl shy. Wc met 
nunleinus widows who had ccaainly hccn conwlcd. Some have kept thc most 
notablc name of one of thcir uccisional husbands. Iiere is. for cxamplc. Princess 
X. which o n t  names after a royal explorcr who has honoured her. some years ago. 
The pscudo-princess is not v c q  ynune myrnorc, her charm has withered and I 
must d m i t  that nt~thing ausust brings her lo  attcntirm:' 

This same liberty of morals permits thc Europeans who live in Lo5 to s c ~  up real 
local families. II I belief the stories which 1 have heard some e c h t ~ s  of. this 
custnm is rather detrimental lo some who. k i n g  unable to instill the habits and 
lastes of the West in thest: I t ~ a l  womcn, themwlvcs hecomc imperccptihly real 
Laotians. lost for the mlc of civili7er which they could havc filled. Othcrs detach 
thernsclvcs and leave forcvcr their children u=hm the necessities of thuir careers 
oblige thcnl to do so. What a pity to ahandon them to these womcn who can only 
make I ~ o t i a n s  out of them! 





.li> rc111~'dy this stiilti: of affairs. it is obviously nccessmy [hat the young Frc~ich~ncn 
of Laos m q -  French womcn. Rut how Inany of thcrn would darc to ask a-lirr~~r-l: to 
sv f i  a h ~ n i l y  in Laos! -1hc you11 girls oC France. lcss advznturous than thc Ellgiish 
girls. would he wawd of the life that a~aaits  thcm hurt. And thus it is a great pity for 
111tlrality in general. So much ahusc OC all kinds is caused by thc influznce t h a ~  thu 
Laolian wolncn cxcrcise in thc tnd rwcr rhc Europcan . . . .which diminishcl. 
ct,nsidcrably -one urn conceive of it-- the prcstigc 01- Frcnch authority. 

In ~ h c  111arket we mct our wild pcr>ple. the khas. of ycstcrday itrain. W c  3 1 s ~  111;ldc 
thc. acqoain~mcc of anolhcr variety oC wild Inen. the Xleos. of which the \l;lnring 
uyss iiliti locks r)f tied hair. fi)r the mcn on thc top r ~ f  thcir heads. rcmindcd us of 
Ihcir Chincsc origins. Khas. Mcos and Laotians of Ihe plains filled thc strwt. 
hancrcd the products of the land with thc Rurrncw.: tca. benzoin. rubkr.  and lac. 
for pnxls  brc~upht hy the caravans. One could hardly get arrlund. Then. suddenly. 
thc crtlwd stepped aside. dispcrscd. lcilvi~lg a wide rilad cmpty in the middlc r d  
which only sornc sniveling habics were lcft to dellland lhcir mothers' atlcntion by 
cr?;.ing loudly. Thix  was k a u s i .  liom thc court yard uC thc Royal Palacc. which 
opcns s~nacli in the middle OC the market. the elephants of the king, in a gnwp 
guidcd hy mahouts. arrivcd. They invadcd the strecr. swishing thcir trunkz along. 
shaking their Iarpc ears. Cornlidable animals on thcir cntlnllous limbs. Thew uwcrc 

1Sn1 the childrun ot- thc mamas-xlcphants that advanctd on nimhlc limhh. r ~ c h  
c a q - i ~ l g  a boy heaved upon their nccks. Then came thc adult clcphants. humorr)us 
with inmy in their l i ~ k .  lively eyes. Thc subjccts of Siucavong ~lru ;~ccustomud tc) 
~hcsi: stnolls 01- domesticated elephants. which arc as inoft'cnsivc as our cows in 
Frincc. Thry  only pr~occupy thcrnselves with stacking au=ay hunches o C  hallanas 
fr t~nl  thc s c m h i n p  trunks of the big animals thi dcvour them and which thcy lilt 
up skillfully amidst t h t  laughter of the pcoplc. Thus. thc group xtrr>llcd a h t ~ ~ ~ t .  
making thc ground shudder under thcir heavy f w t .  After thcm, the crowd slo\ctl 
in and stnln onc saw them no mtlre. cnccpt frlr the conductoh ot- the clcpll;ln~s. 
who. high up on thc backs. swilycd. rolled. rccl~ul which cach skp. thus doalin;a- 
in? rhc. circle of onloc>kers . . . 

111 thc afternoon. ax a prelurk 10 the festivilics. there twrc pirtlguc raws on the 
Mck~mg. We passe-d throuph thc sallie yatcway in the myal yuartcrs which thc 
elephants have crosstd this mrlming. I h c n  we followcd the c m d  which p;~swd 
beiiwc thc great cabin of thc king and which then taclk its plilcc in thc. ek\-atcri 
stands built on thc ~ d g e  of ~hc- strrinl for ~ h r  r~cas ion.  Plaucs hari hcrn rcscr\=cd 



jar us in the otlicial stand wllich had hucn 1inc.d with ctlttorl lahriu in lively cclltjrs. 
M'c had clharcly arrived whrn King Sis;t\-r)ng. nl ~ h c  sharp and ntliw tones oC an 
orchrslra. appxarc-rl. on a gilrlcd throilr camcd b ~ -  mcn. His guard3 csct~rtrtcd him: 
thew werc the same soldiers that had saluted us in ?ha Dua in coslumcs oC.4lpinc 
huntcrs. Hut. lrdiay thcy were in puildc uniforms. Their w h d c  attirc was white. 
including thc h rc t .  .w tha~ they loclkcd likc kitchen boys. WE wi-'~x Irwkinp for the 
>pi1 which must hc the wcapon of thew wamors (IT the third Thursday in I xnt. 

111s Majcsl); dcwcndcd lrom ~ h c  thronc. 1 I t  is a yrwng man olt\vcn~y-cipht yeah. 
5rniling a11d kind. IIis facc. a hit h l t ~ t c d .  is very palc. his skin is aln1r)st white. 
1nili;d sipns of p~r t l inrss  do not detract from his natural dignity. I Ic. was d r c s s ~ d  in 
a dcc.p preen silitll~o? and a damask jackcr. cnlhrnidcred with hsavy $old ara- 
k q u c s .  Servants relicv~ul him of his clon,uatcd tiara and. aftcr ~ h c  prewntations. 
hc. sat at thc edge of the stand and offercd rnc a chair to his right. Onc had told mc: 
'In ally casc. always hkc a place on the samc row :.as the king: to seat oneself in 
front aC sonleonc, in rhc ctdu ot- I-aotian ctiquctte. is 10 accept for o~lesulf 
inkrirwity and servitude.' 1 had not followtd this advice: thc friendly. little king is 
trlo lamiliar with our customs to attach any significance t o  this 1-aotian custom 
1%-hcn in thr prcscnuc of I-i-cnshlnen. 

Sisavt~ng was. in cl'lcct. for s t m e  timc. a t'arisian in ['xis. Rlthough hc was ~ h c  
son of thc old Sacharinc. the prcccdiag stwcrcign of 1-uang-Pr-dhan?. il didn-t 1rn)k 
l i k  (he ordcr r ~ f  succcssictn to thc thrc~nc would ever allow him t o  ascend it. and 
inslracl of giving him a complctcly 1-;lotian education. hc 1~x5 sent. on two 
c~casirms. to attend as a student. courses at the Colonial Sch~ml  in Paris. Thcrc. mc  
had nir>uths who prcte~ld tcl know that c>n several c~cas ions .  in the company 01- 
full-lo\-ing urllonial c)ffici;ils. hc savr)un'd and appreciated the dis1r;ictions oC the 
Quarticr Latin. withrjut heing h~ thc red  hy any prr>tr)col. Then. thu passing away of 
his parcnrs h i d  called u p n  him lo succccd S;~charinc. Finishcd were thc joys of 
k i n g  o studcnl! Ilc. wturncd 10 Luilng-hahang. midc  the ohligatoq rctrcat a s  a 
~ l ~ o n k  ir! thc mon;lstcry that wc now scc on thc right sidc clC the stream. in thr 
hollr)\v of the mountain. marricd tirst thrw or f w r  women. thcn w n c  mom this 
yrilr and. has hecttnlc i! rcal Lxaian spin and a w r y  wt-onhy w~vcrcjpn ~ u o  of his 
l i ~ ~ l c  country. 

-1k:it t11is hojourn 111 l'r;~ncc Iris no1 lcit hi111 skep~ic;~! i~bout his r~ghts. his rlutich 
;lnd tlir i r~~p , r t a~~c r l  r)l- his rttlc. 1 would IIU! >wr.ar lo when 1 ccc IIIC rnocki~lg grlcd- 
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natured smirk which marks his lips. But what docs it nlal~cr! If his role, a hit 
hdcd. is in ciTcct that oCa h n t :  idlc. king. he is no less the guardian of traditions 
which it would hr a pity to see disappxar. The Iircnch Ciovernmcnt prr~viclcs hi111 
with lm allowance or so~nc Corty thousand lkmc: ~hcrc arc clcphants, women. He 
15 happy. without ~ h c  worry ahrluL n revolution o r  an anarchist bomb by u=hich his 
'cousins' in Europe. arc thm;*cncd. lk told mc nuvcnhrless. in very purc l+tmch. 
that h t  often rq rc t s  having IcC1 Paris. 

On this thrmc. thc ctlnvewation continued hc-tween us. in font uf thc grand. 
distracted dignitaries who did nu1 undcrshnd our Ii~nguage. Therc was ~ h c  wcond. 
third- fourth king . . . How mimany kings! The laa two wcre but insiynificanl 
Iovcrnors of provinces. But thc hccond king. a small Laotian ot-a r i p  age. with an 
uncrgetic and intelligent disprjsition-although he has nrvcr left Indochina and 
qwaks only hi> mothcr-ronpue-has ~ C I I  able to pI;y ;an imponallt part in the 
governin? r>Cthc country and i'i very much i~ltercstcd in thing5 t'urt~pclan. klr,rcrs 
vcr. hu draws with ~as tu  and promiscd LI* to ske!ch an itinerary for thc rtlutc 
k t w c c n  Paklay and Utt;irmadit which hc has t rwr l rd  srvcral times. Then. hi: 
insra1lc.d himself in t h t  hack ul'thc s l i d  and h c y n  a ganw oC chess which was not 
cwn in~ilrrupted by thc lcats o f -  thc rtlwcrs. 

I>ividud into t rams of twcnty to thiny rowers. thcy sailcd at full spccd 011 

Inn: pirogucs charged tcl thc. upper rdgc. Frt l~n  tirnc to tinic. a built caps i~ed .  
thc hull c>\=crturnccl complctcly. Cinder the i ro~i ic  chccring or the spectiator>. 
thc cJar3mr.n. after a diuc. rc~urned to ~ h c  surface. s t r a i~h toned  thc p i n ~ p u r  
and cr)ntinucd the race without funher mishaps. The pcoplc of I.uang-Prahang 
arc. in effect. the must a ~ i l c  c t )nd~~c to r s  oi thc pirrlgucs on the Mckong. A 
Ica~rl. distinctively clad in rcd shawls. was the special team oi Ihc king. I w a ~  
assurtld that it had ohtaincd ~ h u  flrbt prizc. I congr;~tulatcd the king. withour 
bring ahlc to say whcthcr justicc alonc had dchignatud thc rewards, h c a u s e .  
much nlorc than the races. thc dccor anti ~ h t  strangcncss of  the pcrsons that 
surruunrl mu captured my i~itcrest. OC special intcrust was thc proli~und 
rcsptct His hlajusty had for a very old monk. bent and wrinkled. hany and 
morosc. lic intrigued mc w r y  much. Howsvcr. 1 ~ h r c w  only iurti\:c glanccs in 
his direction for lkar of causing him distrcss hecausc thc monks must avoid 
t y c  r'tml;lCt and the company of wnmcn. IIc was ~ h c  grand priest of the place. 
the pope of 311 the monks in thc kingdom. the one  hat ut~nsecratcd thc king 
himself*. 
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Furthrnnore. il' I can hclicvc the chronicles, one clay he oflicintctl :IS a c;itholic 
priesl. solicilcil hy a snmewliat irnhal:~nrcil Europt.;~n. The latter livcd in 1-uany- 
Prithitng with his wifc :uid h;td just I i i~r l  a son. He wnntcd to rn:ikc the gr;tnil priest 
h :~p t i~c  tiis soti and taught him ~hc. ncccssuy rituiils . . . . The olrl kiny Sachi~rine. 
choscn as rhe godktthcr. hat1 pc>ntlcrcrl for cight days lo I?ntI :i Laotian n:lnit. Ihr 
the hithy, consist in^ of at 1c:lst rwo lines, which wnuld hnltl promisc I'or :~ l l  
pns.;ihle h:~ppincss. Thc father. prnrld 01' his olf'spriny. the kitiq, i~ntl the loc:~l 
music inn^ went in n prncrssion to the tcmplt.. I t  was a r ~ ~ c ~ ~ l o ~ ; ~ h l u  uclclllntiy . . . 
The poor h:~hy \Y:IS not enihnt-rassetl long hy his n:~nlc. Ilc rlicd when clcsccndinp 
thc Mckong, Was i! on tlir rrcc;tsic>n nl' this christening 11i:tt yirllnp hoyc without 
respect cnniplc~cly intoxicalcd Ilic gr:lnd pricst with ch;~nrcuse liquor-';I saintly 
licli~or', they told him. 'rnittlc hy ynllr colle:~gocs in I'r:rncc"? 1 . 1 ~  got n tnctc Inr i t .  
rook rhc wholc. hottlc and tlie h;al jokers left him for tlic n i ~ l ~ t ,  on the sn f :~  of llic 
r~onrr~ri,~.vcrt-irtr. His slccp wlits so agirnrcd that his fcct spr~ilctl Ihc silk covcr of' Ihc 
nmich:~ir. In tlic morninr, lie W ~ S  still sqlt:~ttc(I i n  Laotiiltl I':isliion ;inrl very sick i n  
thc niirltllc of thc lorn covcr and the hcnt sprinps. 

Th:~t tl:~y his old f:tce ~otltr;ls!ccI with thu IW:IUI)I c r f  l i i ~  ticiylihour. a ynuny 
princcxs. :I sistcr of lhc k i n p .  ;I girl of :lhout Icn year.; 01- ;ige. I'inc. dictin- 
pi~isliccf. with tliscrcct rni~nncrs-ccrtai~ilv tlic nlrr\t ~ ~ ( l l ~ i c i f e  tlnll th:lt 1 havc 
cvcr x c n .  Wc woultl all like ro plintograpli this littlc.. ~tuilicrl L1c.c.. crr~wnctl hy 



n bun. sct with gold chains. well halanccd on top  of hcr hcad. a s  is thc cuslolil 
fur child re^^. A sitrr and drapcry of- ihc san~u bl-cncadc 3% hcr rr~y;il hrothcr 
ndorncd her to thc ncuk. hcr ivrists and hcr frail anklcs wcrc crushcd undcr. 
rrlurdcrcd by thc rvuight tli-thc gold-icwclr\.. ~o heavy r h a ~  ~ h c  prmr girl cur~licd 

pi~y.  She had noi Coryoltcn to adorn hcr cars with SrranFc urnanlents. rcscla- 
hi ir~g ~ n l a l l  children's Irunlpcts. which picrcr tht: lohc.5 o ra l l  fcnlali. cars hcrc 
and e longa~c  ~hsn l .  deforming thc111 ill o deplorahlc nlanncr. W: int imida~cd 
hcr greatly. hul. cunscicnlious of hcr Jignily. shc diired not show it. [his little 
wild bird. ihrluyh hcr hand trcmhicd in mine. 

'Ihc p o p l c  r~iovcd behind our railing around thc musiuia~ls ~h;it qwatlcd in front 
uf thcir instrun~ents. -1.hcy llru hicarre instrumcnls of the I.mlian orchcs~ra. Somc 
arc composed of long picccs of wood in thr form ol- a h a t .  cnvcrcd rvith keys 
which o m  hirs with a small mallet; c~thcrs arc in a circular form. In the middlc rlC 
this strange k e y - h n d  the ~ i s 1  hits with his hamnlzr in all dir~x-tions. even 
behind him. with an amusing spccd. This pruduces a sharp and dry. kitsch music. 
which sounds rather liku zm old cracked km-psichord. How much more plrasuriblc 
llrc the plaintiff sounds of the X - ~ P I I P  which wc hrxd in Han t I u i  Kina! Hut, as it 
is. this orchestra hlunds well with the yaiciy or the peoplc in the fustivities. wilh 
the laughing of women. with thc crius of the children, with  he popular chants 
which. leaving onc ~ r s o n ' s  lips. arc piukcd up by mimy in chorus -always 
passionate and. it wems. realislic too. 

Then. the last pirogue had d i sappcnd .  The king. f o l k ~ w d  by his entourazu, 
s ~ d  up. and Ich  he platform to approach the throne. Ins~an~ly.  in the flicker clC 
an eye. thc swarming peoplc. just n monlent ago so busy. stuck their noses into the 
sand to honour the sovereign to which a c r a w l i n ~  guard had presented the 
sparkling. pointed tiara. Sisavony stcppxl on the thronc. Ilu rcally is rnrlst corn- 
poscd. bul hc lhrvws us thc samc ironic snlilc which wr: had rloticcd when he 
arrived. . . . 

'The carriage of Mr. Grind brough~ nlc to the ~-o~rrrrri.s.suririt where thc civil 
servants Luanp-hbang  wrrc invitcll to have dinnsr with US. Thcy arrived 
successively: ~ h c  insplctor of thc militia. the receiver rrf rhc prslal departmcnl. the 
ernploycc c ~ f  customs. the xwisiants of the civil srn=ice. attiached to kfr. C i r d .  
and even a woman. the wife of  an oflicial. But she was not an European. shc was a 
small Annamitc woman. mar r id  in the presence rjf thu mayor and rhc pricst 



during a recent ioumcy tn Frnncc. In [hi\ way, thc c~fficial elevated her, from being 
the mothcr of ;I brood t ~ f  young half-cactc\ to hi\ Icgitimntc w ~ k  nntl. he i t  well 
itntlcrqtond, mad;~rn has quicAlv rennunccd tlic Annnm~te co~lumc. She was 
fluttering ahout tnnight. in n dress cut the French way. v~vid red, wh~uli firretl 
tightly ziround her sm:~ll w:~ist. This diner wnq for her like u cancccratloti of licr 
new po\ition: the commissioner ofl'crcd hy this ge\tilrc of izcceptance an cx;~mple 
to all lhcsc ynung, ratl1t.r dcrisivc 1:rcnchmc.n. so cynical of llic newly wcdk. She 
kcpt hcrscll'cli~itu wcll, this small Annnmite. s t u d y ~ n ~  the manners of licr neiyh- 
I-rrrur\ in order to o;~t c~)rrcctIy w ~ l h ~ t ~ t  the chop-slicks of ivory which wak rhe 
cutlery of hcr youth. 

Alier rhc meal. n tenipcnlmcntal phonclpaph, that replaccrl thc nhsent orchestra, 
played wmc opera a r m  in  the reception hall. Then 11 played thc lirst line< of :I 

walt7, All the young peclplc. hc i t  c~ut of L'(ILII?CCY or hccau\e they have hccn 
wenncd liom all the distractions ot Europe fnr a Inny timr. invited nic with 
tnslstenrc to clnnce w~tli  thcrii. I glided Ihr n long time In rhic grand hall. rcalir~ng 
that lhik unexpected cntcrli~inment rcvivcd k)r these iqolatcd zouls thc happy 
hours nf their yoi~th i l l  Fr:incc': the family reunions. the funive flirlatlonk w11h 



voung Cricnds. thr sisrcn ill tullc drcsscs  hat one acco~llparlicd to parlicb. . . Thcy 
Iclt Icss C;lr away t-ram all dl;~t this cvcning. ~ I I I C L  ~ C S S  ah;l~id(~iled in this strilngc 
country u-hcrc ~lclst;~lgia sr~~il t l inirs  awaits I ~ C I I I .  

K..; L iaillc .. L'\:c~\-' rnor~iiilg to t a k ~  111); orden. ' l iday hc ;mi\-cci in such a sh t c  rlf 
dru~ihcnncss rhd  I hid lo throw him out the dmr .  ,411 hour latcr. hc rcturn'd. 
5ohc.n.J up ;~nd nor trnl ashilmcd oi'hii~lself. li) the (Civ rcnlarks I 11larle him. hc 
a~~swercri  by accusil~g thc I-aoliarls: '1hc.y arc ~avagcs.' hc.  old mc ctmtcillptu- 
ousl~ . . . .'all night. singinp. shouting and driliking'-'=4nd h a r t  you k h a v c d  
lihc them'''-'Ycs.‘ hc admitlud sinccrtrly. --\ir)u. ~ni~rlam. you wrrc dancin? very 
wcll last nigh[: I did likc rnadani!' 

1 was disarmed. Hc had to pass thc night k s i d c  a jug full of rice liquor w i ~ h  his 
happy drinhil~p cornpaniolls. passin? around thc hollow biin~hru) which. in  thc 
iashion rlf our slraws. srrvcs lo  suck out tlic \trnng liquur. But tr, supplclllen~ thc 
impcrfcc~ scrviccs o C  Ka6. Mr. (imnd g a w  Inc a li~tlu scruanl f r tm his own hr~usc. 
His na111c Hak Soui. Hr was a hr~y ul~srmmc FiCtwn ycitrs of aye. pmud of his 
pink s ~ r r ~ l l ~ r ~ t .  suppic and _rraccful as a yr>ung girl. Thruugh his cat. illy rtlom was 
always f1111 of- flowcrs ant1 all day Icmg hc f l o a t ~ d  around noiselcssl in my 
sh;~do\h;'. 

In Buddhist countrirs. thcrc arc nuntcnjus I~K-ations whcrc Icgc-nd has i~ that thc 
B~iCldh;~ has Ir(i hi\ li~ltprint. Luil~lg-Pc~hang is no cxccption to  his tradition and. 
thcrr is. in thc middle of thc city. on a hu~trcss of the I'ou Si. a cavil! m=hich ha3 
Iilorc or Icss the. Cunn 01- a giant I~MII .  to which thc Liwtians c~fCcr ~ h c i r  ril'votirln. 
W'r will not Cail 10 lllakc this pilyri~nage. 

Tmda); wr arc lo scu. thc i ; ~ n t  foo~pr i~l t  of thc Buddha by ft~llowing soillc prattlins 
womcn. The. rtrad climbctl behind thc htalls o r  thc nliuket ;md cn~sscd  a rllonastcrq. 
with a rillher r u i n d  I r~ l~p lc .  Hur how uharnling wcrc the l i~ l le  houws rlfthc monks 
with thcir cnc-losums bwsting hihisci~'11~ and pln~cgraniltc trccs. Llritped in their 
uanar~-yellorv rohcs from which rlllrrped thcir ctlmplelely sha\=cn heads. thc 
moak:, and rhu littlr noviccs wcrr: squalling. thcir cycs vacant. on thc v r r i~n~hhs .  
fm~nccl wilh supply lian;~s. What were thcy contcmpli~ting in lhis completc jirr 
I I I ~ J I I I ~ , .  lic~ fi~u. lion1 the lvorrics 01-having to cam a living? A1 the call ut-thc :one. 
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thc loc;~ls providud them w i ~ h  thcir h l c l  or thc monks walked around lo cc>llcct 
their mcals in the houses. bringing. instcad of  the small ivi-.cwdcn hoivl. a hrnnzr 
cw~k ing  pot whirh is like a s~andard itttrihutc Crrm which thcy never .*p;Iratc 
themsclvcs. The Buddhis~ pr~ucpts  subject ihc. ~nonks  to a scusrc discipline which 
regulates all thzir ac~s and which srems a)mutimcs to derive nlcm fmm rules of 
p,liicness ~han fmm religious prescriptions. However. on r  reproaches the monks 
of 1 ~ 0 s  Cur casily nc~lccling these laws and. uvcn in this utwnlp- ot-light morals. 
oficn causing scandal by doing so. i C  rmc can k l i c v c  gossip. Nevcnhcluss. their 
quict quarters arc far f r tm mikine one drcam nf the orgiastic monastery of 
Thi.l?me!' I n  thc days 01- nonchalance. o I  laziness. oCdis_eust tbr thc uwltss  effort. 
onr would aspirc. to livc like this withou! thoughts. withr~u! wants. almost withnul 
moving. in thcsc silcnl little houses in this flowcry garden. 

A t  ~ h r  ex11 of the monastery ihc asutnt became s t c c p r  so much so that we have to 
haul nurwlvus up with the hclp of' our arms. ACtcr half an hour of uffons. which 
even thc hclicf in God did nnt m t i f Y -  wc rcachcd the top. 

Between the shrubs there was a snrall ruincd thrrf and the farnrlus imprint-a hie 
holc protected by rnasonq. m u n d  which the jn)lr s r ~ o  squatted immediately upon 
arrival. What are they doing, so  serious. thcir hcads and arms rlutstrctched twforu 
thcm? They meticulously glued. a s  offerings. minuscule luavcs of gold. in this 
miraculous pit. as they glued them on thc statues of Huddha lo render this Gtd 
pr t~pi~ious  to thcir wishzs. The sunlight hit a corner rjf this civity- it madc the 
prccious metal shinc and it seemed to l i g h ~  up the entrance lo the rave wilh thc 
treasures of Ali-Rahi. 

The. buttress whcrc we are now. dominates the plain of Luang-Przlhmg. which is 
thc cnnHuence of thrw valleys the rivcrs uf which mix thuir water hrrc with those 
of thc .Mckong. Beyond this plain. limiting the vicw to thc North. thc mtbuntain\ 
oncc apain stack thcir hilltr>ps of dark yrcencry. enclosiny r~thcr narrow valleys of 
which I will unrortunately nevcr kn tw  the wild hcauty. 

I)urine the desccnt. wu rolled. if I may yay so. from the top of a hill down to a 
str~-ct in I .uany-Prabanp. via a quarter which conncuts with the front sidc of the 
kyat Xicng Thong. m c  of the most important pagodas ot- the city. They have 
nmhinp greatly intrrcstinp tu oCfer. thcsu pagodas. cspcciall_v if one has sccn the 
ruins of Ihose in Vicntiane. Very Ccw sculptures. very Icw ornaments. rctoiled 



roofs. thrrrs in the middle of cnunyards. s~nal l  houses. monks. W c  sotercd cvcry- 
whcn.. lo  zcc a caravan of' Rurmcsc who arc camping here. Thc pllgrldas. in cflkct. 
o f i r  asylum to foreignen. to travelers. as in the ' A ~ ~ r r i i r s '  in Arab countries. Thcy 
rcplacc hotcls. Thc merchants display their products and sleep. o ~ ~ c c  thc night 
conics. w=ith a hall of cloth under thcir hcads. all under the indulgent cyrs  uf thc 
Buddhas. Nothing among this trash would in~erest Europeians. We should havc 
mct thcsc Burrncsc when they wcrc on thcir way to Bangkok. loaded with thcir 
rlephant tusks. furs. and ;urns tinrn Burma. Sow that they art' on ~hcir way back lo 
thcir country. thcy carry ntahing hut cotton Lbrics from Europe that !hey haw 
hlught in Lrnvi-.cr Siam. 

Sutidcr~ly. a merchant. 1yi1lg arainst a wall ~ n a d c  a sign tr) us to apprtrach. With a 
lot of  intrigue. mistrustfully glancing to the sidc. he uncovered his torso and 
ihowcd us. introduced under the skin of his ;urn as a couon wild. a raw ruby ol- 
Siam. hig like a F a .  Hc offered to sell it to us hut. since the conditions uf thc salc 
dr) nut suit us. he plaucd thc ruby irnrncdiatcly back intu its hiding place which 
vcils it Irom thc avarice of thicvcs during long trips . . . . 

M-'c have cxprcssed to the king our dcsirc to hc acquaintud with thc queen-~rtothcr. 
Shc is to rcceivc us   his aficmoon. IIere lvc are in thc courl-yard that we havc 
alrcild)-. cmsscd ycstcdi>:- and in f r o n ~  o l  the riyal residence. It's a great Laotian 
house. divided up hy mats of a blinding whicness. at the door of which the king 
waits for us. Thrcc royal intcrpretcrs are also there. hccause thc queen durs not 
s p a k  l;n.nt-h. Hut. they will not hc nwded: Sisavong himself wants to ioterprcl. 

Thc quccn is a spx-imen orthese old. ape-likc womcn who wi-.c havc swn sn many 
of in thc slrcets: wrinkles, h n e s ,  black uncvcn teeth in a drfornted mou~h  and a 
crew-cut of hard. gray hair cornbud rm the hcad. Shc is a bit more drcswd up than 
hcr subj~u-IS. her skin is of a clearcr yellmv. mayhc a sign of aristcracy. o r  the 
rcsult oC long stays in the thrknrss of the gynoeceum. She h m  nevertheless m;i& 
thc jnurncy by clephant tn Bangkuk on thrw occixions when I he Ling of I -umg- 
Priibang wcnt to pay trihuic to the king of Siam. She also is vcry in~crcsted in our 
Cuturc journey and k n m c s  enthusiastic when she speaks in prdise of the beauty 
of Bangkok. of which shc holds a lively memory. 

The kings of I ~ o s  havc forgotten the rtmd to Siani. Wu do ntlt Inecl with 
princcsscs loluicd with jcwelty and dresscd in silk in the forest a s  thcy went. in 



curiosity- 10 I ~ L '  TCIIOW~LYI city with a brilliant csccwt samying thc trihutc. 'lhc old 
quccn. whose glory has ~ r i s h e d .  languished in a scdcntary way hctwcsn Lhc king 
who is not even her son and the littlc princcss that we saw ycstcrtlay and of whom 
she is aIw> no1 thc mother. She came to s;llutu us loo. this kautiful. little princcss 
of ycstcrday. always serious and dignitisd. Thc quccn-nidhrr iz very intcrcrtcd in 
her and uil~nplains hcuauw ic: bbcautitul elt.phint which wax pan uC the dowry rlC 
the child. had just dicd. It's a loss 11t stv~riill thousand francs. a very grcal loss 
given the ~ o t a l  dowry. It's all lhat w c  see of the wolncn clCthc cr)url. Sisavong hits 
not cIccted e quucn yct. His prescnt wives arc (mly concuhincs ot- which it  is 
unhccoming lo discuss. 

In thc end. wc have wen cllthc rrlyal rcsidrncc only the thrt~ne rtwrn. a lone ra~hcr 
uilld mom. sparsely lurnish~ul with armchairs in Cyhinese stylu. On ~ h r  orhcr side 
of ~ h c  court. thc palace in stone. olfurcd to Sisavong by Francc. is slowly k i n g  
built. I hc rc  is no h > u b   hat it will hc mow c o m l ~ n a h l e  ~ h a n  this straw hut. 
although much Icss amusing for Eumpeari cycs. At IcasL. il will accon~mr>datc thc 
royal family in a shcltsred place against thu fires. shrtcd by n~alcvoltnuc tw by 
carelcssntss. thal c ~ f ~ c n  dcvuur the city. Only thrcc ycars ago. ;I rvholc qullrtcr 
went up in f la~nus without thc cause being known. And what an i~nprcssive 
spectack thrsc Iircs in Indrrhinese countries makc. whcn hrlrnhr~o crackles. and 
cnplodes like ritlr salvcn in thc midst oft he clear inferno! 

ARer leaving the rcjyal cnclosurc. the carriage of the c~oit~n~i.~.~~rritrr led us. along 
rough roads to thc Na Luang. an indigenous faml. somc kilometers trorn ~h l :  
capital. I t  was tor us. an oppr>rtunit): to scc thc surroundings. All aliln: thc marl. 

domesticated elephants. in thc psturcs-  crushed with lhcir hi: h d i e s  the hihiwus 
hdgcs to make way for us. We urtwwd a corner o t  this tropical Corest. with its 

dcnsc \=egctatiun. wtlich is Lhc hrst thing about Lms m d  onc of  its riches. Thcrc 
rhcn was thc farm. in a Corest c lua r in~  with linc and thick hrrhs. A stwarn. rlvcr 
which thcrc arc rustic hridgcs. runs in the middle of this imrncnsc grassland. 
Some small horscs trotled about friuly. Lcral ywdcners were [akin: walcr Cram 
wells which lrant hack apainst thc stone hrwscs. Trinsplantrd into 1 .m*. is Ihc 
wtting Car a romance in Jcan-Jxqucs' style.' 

To ct>mplctc this journey. already wcll-Cillcd. alicr dinncr. wc a~tcndcd a theater 
play at  the rcsidcncc of thc sn-ond  kin^. O n  rhc stage. ~hl -  extors with their 
friyhtful o r  grtjtcsque nlnsks. thrishcd ahout. spurred to brilliance by thc hursrs ot- 
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laughtcr of thc l i ~ a l s  who wcrc p a u k d  in thc counyard. A)rr boo. their h ~ i ~ d s  
hiddcn hy their rovzrs. 11orr sfir). jabbering and lively. exchanged rhcir imprcs- 
sions. gigglins with laughter at  thc funny words. while ~ h c  babies fell itslccp on 
thcir mothers' shoulders. like in our popular plays. An urchcstra anrl gone. 
wanncd thc dialt~guc. Chinese lanterns lit up the scene and formed ~arlands 
amund thc cr3urtyivd. 

It is not necessary to understand I ~ r j t i a n  to follow lhc play. Fnrrlrn lhc rnrlvcnicnts 
oi thc cha r i c~en .  one immediately understands 1ha1 lovc rakcs a prornincnt role in 
this play. I1 concerns. to take away my doubt. s a r igc  Othcllos. Bartholos held up 
ti-] riiIiculc. lovcrs or conqucmrs paralyzed by Ccar. p;tssionatc aclvcnturcr?i rr-hich 
arc lhc wmc in all the countries in thc world. We grow *can;- of- the spcctaclr 
much carlicr rhan thu actors who will. all night. untangle the cr>nlplicalcd imbrt)- 
glic~ or thrir comedy in front of the cvcr attentive spectators. 

And cvcrywhtrc rings out. this night arain. the meowing of young lrlvcrs in thc 
moon.  . . . 

19 November 1909 

Todd? i s  the great day of festivities. lirom X a.m.. in thc teeming avcnuc. a Illany- 
hued umwd spreads out and w i t s  paicntly fc~r thc p s s a g c  of lhu king. who. 
together w=ith an imposing retinue. must lcavc his pdacc this morning and prtruccd 
to the square ot- the That 1,uong. This is hccauw there is also a That Luony in 
I .uang-l'rahane. with a pagmla in which the kin3 and thc princclq. dignitaries will 
cxcrciw their devotions for the festivities of the [.;lotian Ncw Ymr. It is a lcss 
imposing ihrrr than h c  rlnc of Viun~iinc. hut. hcttcr pruscrved. on thc trip vuf a 
small hill which one climbs by a large slonc staircaw. At thc foot or the staircasu 
ia a square. rl vast. opcn terrain around which hey have construc~ed ligh~. little 
houses for  he tkstivities. Thry will prtjvidc shcltcr to the king and thc pri~lccs for 
1 ~ 4 1  days. -1hc pcoplc will slccp in thc open, imagining that they are sleeping in 
thc middle of rhr atrmctions that the n i ~ h ~  has in store: thcatcr. danuc. firu-works. 
ctc. 

Contact with this likahlc rnwd is a rral plcasurc. Not onc ialsc note. not one 
groan. Euc5-one >miles. including a group of primncrs who hkc  a stroll while 
they chat with thcir guartlims. lrailiny-as thc only s i ~ n  01- thcir imprisonmcnt- 
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a hravy chain attiached to thcir ankles. Ry gesturing. I signal to onc d them my 
astonishrncnt thar one can in this country of liberty. cornmil a crime thal mcrit5 
such ;I punishment. This gwd-natured priwncr slops me in the middlc of thc n ) d  
to rcll mc  a long story under the amused cyes of thc onlm~>kcrs. Does hc  rcquust 
protection from me'.' 1 d o  not undershnd anything of i~ and tired of trying. hr: 
continues his walk 1tn)king at mc with a big smile. 

Suddenly the doors of the royal rcsidtnce arc fully oped. Here is thr  rctinue that 
p r t ~ w d s  unto thc straight avcnuc, among the t n ~ s  and the flowcrs while the 
standards in livoly colors flap in the wind. Firs! the elephant5 advance. moun~cd 
by their mahouts and carrying two chairs. Iacqucrcd in red. gold. ;md fringed with 
wide trimmings. which Fdcc each other undcr a large hood in silk. Then comc ~ h c  
royal guards. in gondonicr, in the same costumcs of white kitchen-boys which wc 

saw thc day hefore yestcrdiy, and the grand-omcers of rhc courl. the guardians of 
thc prcciclus trinkets oC which a king oC Laus never scpamtcs: teapot. k t c l  box. 
and a d i d  golden spittoon. 

[;inally dominating his prostrated subj~x-ts. Sisavong himwlf. serious and with 
diynity undcr his very high. pointed. tiara brightly shining with gold gilt. thc king 
of thc country 'of thousands of clrphants and of ~ h c  white p i s o l '  appl'ars stated 
on his thmnr camcd by right wrvants. Two enormous pari.sols of white silk. ~ h c  
insiynia of his supreme power. clcvatcd ar the end of very long shafis. shcllcr His 
Majesty. l h c n  banner-cmicrs and others who halance large pa in t4  lins. wclvcn 
in the form oC puauock feathers and ot- ledvcs of  thc coconut trcr. thnmng arrwnd 
~ht: thrc~nc. 

To isolate the retinue from the crowd. thcrc arc two rows of  lictors that carry un 
lhrir shoulders a large sahcr. with the hilt in thc air. From timc Lo time. strange 
persons seemingly glued to drums shiapcd like bolsters. h a t  the ends ot' ~ h c i r  
instruments with wooden drumsticks. Thcir c lo~hes  are wd and grecn and thcy 
w i l r  little skull caps in these two colttrs. cut into p i n k 4  t~-cth all around rhcir 
hcads. With thcir drum-sticks Llnd their funny h a ~ r  they remind me of the coun- 
jesters of our old kings. 

" 5  On less rlcvatcd and lcss brilliant throncs. Lhc second. third and fourth kin,. 
carried. Thcy also have par~sc~ls b u ~  in colored silk. Thcir sons. thcir protegCs and 
their sen-ants escort ~ h c m .  After the second kiny. on a can pullild by hand. follow 
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1ivt.o llicc girls. Jrapcd and turbancd with gold and silk. Koyal princcs and high 
dignitaries. wxarine large r i h h n s  around thcir necks and rhcir hair u u ~  in thc 
Cashion r,C K i ~ y  Yvctot-what il h i l a m  fiishionl-cluw thc prrccssion waled on 
honcs." Thcy prcccdc two horscs xvhosc hacks imc charged w ~ t h  gold illid purplc 
covers and with \-.cI\:ct s;lddlcs. Rcspcctful ostlrrs Icad th'sr prccitjus Iiiount> by 
thc bridle. whilc thcy arc h n d  rvi~h p-iictrk ica~hcrs and u p n  [heir p;ls?;ing by 
thc front rims oC pcoplr hrjw dcep r .  I%r whr~ln arc thcsc rcscrvc.d'! For nt,-onC 
. . . . ill1 liawiaos know that ~ h c s c  sparkling saddics Iii~ve i~lrrddy hi la  muuntcd h~ 
in\-isihlc spirits that h a w  p~wakcn in thc ccwmtinius. 

-l'hc ~ ~ n ~ ' c s s i o n  Iiists for an 11rlur. \-.cry >low. very di~nii icd.  withoiut thc sliphtcsr 
carniv;~lc.squc. in spitc 01- Ihc drlighl that lics ill ~ h c  c y s .  that rcst~u~icls in thc 
hyrlllls thc bu r s l i n~  liw~h of which dominates tllc ~ioisc 01- thc dru111.c and thr 
gongs. n'o. 11lis is not a ~ ~ ~ a s q u c r a d c .  I t  is thr: cclcbratirm Ihc sun, nf g i ~ i c t ~ .  of 
p ; ~ a n  clati(>n whcrr: cvrry actor has ~ h c  duty lo cxcn-i>c his vtwa~iorl and lo 
contrihu~e to the spa~.kline ricliilcss o r  lhe wholc prrlcrasion. 

Hchind ~ h r '  holy himrs. thc rmwd hrcaks thc lines i)i Ihc l\t-r~i-o:orcd 'cttun- 
icstrru' and gets 11ndcm:ay {lo thc square. Soon the ililmcnw srlllam 15 f i l l~ ' J  ~ i ~ h  
pctjplc. Ti, ~ h c  7lW).(KW) inhabitants of Luang-l'rahallg arc addc.d ~ h c  villapurs rhal 
hlrvr: comc lilr Ihc fcslivilics. Young pcc>plplc ha\=c pwparcd roubcts ol- Circiv;.ctrk> in 
thc \:ill;lgcs. LC.. sculpted. armed kn.an~s in h ~ l l l h ~ ~ ~  of iilirrn mctcrs i11 Icngth. 
carrying in ~ h c  interior a tuhc that s h t ~ ~ t ? i  ftwward. i ~ l w  in h;~nlhm,. This cu1nhc.r- 
stlrllr: r'quipnislit is f o r c d  thmugh. with some dilfificult); lo tlic That I - U O I I ~  ivhcrc 
it kvill hc ili>tilllcd ( i~ r  [he nieht culcbration. 

i ' i i~cr luncll. wc prrlcccd to the uulcbratitions. Tun~hlcrs and con~cdian'i iirc alrcaJ\- 
prcscnting their i~c'ts in 111e open-air thcatcrs. In thc midst of the local pcr>plr. rhc 
hnllarnitu wiic of the civil scrvad. whrlsu i~cquainta~icr I madr thc day k i o r C  
yus~crday. is  walkin? hul- brocd ol'ytllow crl~i~plexioncd ktbics hy rlrdtr 01-hciglir. 
holrling each othcr hq- [hi: hand. all drcswd up likc Ik l i ch  *;lilrjrs. C a k c ~  and slriirl~c 
Iiiw sizzlu 011 ~ h c  porlahlr stoves. l 1 p n  thc ;trriviil of thc rctinuc. Sisavonp rctircd 
trl ii mom in his hut to shcd his hcavq- myal onlamcnts and 111 n.51 for a lew n1omc.111>. 
I lc rcturnud to ~ h c  ovurllan?. on which thc w l ~ i ~ r  paraw1.c hilvc. hcun stuck. ar 7 Ixrn. 

W i ~ h  thc ut~l~~missic~nur. wi. wcnt In salurc ttw kin? iv l~ t~ni  wc wcrrt \llrpriscii tc) 
iind rnulclti~~g his hctel -hciny a plod I.afoti;l~l. .At our itpprr~uh. IIC (j~lickly spirt il 
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in a high pot. quite the same as an umbrella-stand and I concludd from this that 
thc spittoon in gold was but an ornament on thc shelf. lhun Sisavnng. having 
hccornc a Wcstcrncr again. offercd us arm-chairs next to his and invited us to 
walch the fights between Khas that werc tn begin shortly in tiont of thc rttyal 
rcsidcnce. 

\%'aists L ' O V C K ~  hy a piecc o r  wool, thcir long hair falling in strings ovcr thcir 
stmined k c s .  the savazcs clasp each o ~ h e r  by the arms. We hcm thcir Iqs. thc. 
~ ~ l u s c l c s  or which bulgc under their skins. crack. 'I'hcir ankles scck to trip lhosc or 

thc opptnents which would plar-c hem at thcir mercy and. if one ot- thc i ' i~htcfi 
tires. hc roll\ unro thc hard ground. Ik does not admit his inli.rinrity. shouting 
ahusus ill the winnur. to provoku him again. 

This spectacle cxcites the Laotians. In thr  straw huts of   he second and thr: third 
king. thc high dignitaries how over. very inlcrested. .4round rhe I'j~htcrs. tht' 
soldicrs and thc common p p l e  .qW around in a circlc. Others. in rlrder to tower 
over ~ h c  spcclacle. h a w  ~ a k c n  a wat on the grwsy knnll> which cnclr)'ir thc 
squarr. Thcy have evrn invaded the staircases of the That I.uong and tiom this 
crt~wd a grrat clamor wises. applauding the winncr and exciting ~ h c  lo5er. 

When thc slrength of thc fighters is cxhausred. whilc the wt,mcn spoqc thc swca~  
from thcir forchcads and tend to their wounds. large wovcn haskcts arc brought 10 

thc king. full or mcca nuts skillrully tillcd with a piecc of silver. in an aul (ti- 
Iiirgcssc 10 the pop lc .  The gallant monarch holds the ha~ka  for me and invitcs nlr 
to  hr: his rep lxen~cnt  in this royal obligation. By tistfuls. I swing the Jiltlc. grcto 
balls ovcr their hcads. They flatlcn noses and blacken e F s .  A hundred avid hands 
art: stretched rwt lo receivc hcm heforc thcy touch thc ground. From the amusing 
crowd hurrahs. crics of gratitude or appcals ascend: the crowd undula~rs in largc 
h u s ~ k s  un 1hi5 inlmensc square. Naturally. 1 havc stnln no more nuts while thc 
suhjcc~s of Sisavrlng remain unsatiated. 

Kight has comc. The moon which rises hchind rhe T h a ~  Luong and Iwhind ~ h c  
p p r  lanterns which surround the s y m .  only impcrrcctly lights thc agitated 
cmwd. We hcar it without w i n g  it. We guess it is cvcn more dcnscly popula~cd 
nca the royal rcsidrncc where the dance of the Pou Gnieu Gnia Gnieu. to which 
thc orchesua plays a preludc, will take place. l h c  Pou Gnicu Gnia Gnicu. 
according to Icgcnd. arc he ancestrm of the L.aotians. Their ghosts advance now. 
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hizarrc monsters. cowrcd with long tawny hairs that hidc thc lower memhrs .  
They shake enormous huads and open thcir immcnsc mouths in a grimace expos- 
ing thcir big tee~h.  'I'hc actors. rigged with c a r d h r d  rarcasses. proceed with slow 
s~cps .  shake rhcir h a i ~  nlcmkrs. turn rhythmiudly. spectacularly lit by a circle of 
hazy torches. I t  is likc thu cvrxation of wrnr mythologicaI hell. 

This dance is followcd by [he dance of thc  lamps: Ihe gracious aftcr ~ h c  gro~esque. 
The danccrs roll light cloths around thunlsclves. They strain and relax their supplc 
bodies. 'I'hcy jugyli: with their lit lantcrns which they send flying and the alternat- 
ing liphi and dark shadows add mystcry to the charm. The musicians b c ~  cvcr 
I i ls i~r  with thcir lillle hammers on ~ h c  hi? instruments with thc shrill wunds and 
the danc-crs lum ahout without no~iceable fatiguc until ~ h c  first rockers go off and. 
1-allin: m ~ u n d  the That Luong. divcfl everyone's attenlion. Then a long c l h o r  
riscs from the crowd and all p r t ~ c c d  to the sitc of  Lhc lircrvorks. 

I.atcr. the theaters attracl ~ h c  locals. W'c arc invitcd to a s p ~ r i a l  play. Thc young 
1;runch of I.uang-Prahang have installed a small shadorv-play thcathcr in the 
verandah of the royal rcsidcncc. They enthrall us  with a variery l t ral  show: Do t ~ t t  

hit\-mrr.vvl/: in which thty have put i n n t ~ c n t  jcs~s.  all their gaicty zlnd rhc purest 
I'rcnch spirit. 

Finally. around midid~ht ,  the king, rcll~x-ting the constr;~ints imposed on him by 
c~ur presence, o f i r s  all of us a grand dinner of I-ardan dirhcs allernating with 
1;rcnuh. The table is prcpawd under our \.cry cycs. The tshlc scl was well looked 
after. Even ~ h c  richest Laotians. who not have the wcll ordcrcd menus of thc 
Chincsu and the Annnmitcs have ncvcr s w n  i ~ .  They also do  not use the chnp- 
sticks of these other IWU peoples hut cat with a Chinaxup style spoon with s long 
hilt. mdde ot-porcelain or e i ihenwm.  Sisivong has brnvcd lo our customs; \vc 

have good. solid silverware and wc drink out of supcrh crys~al. zspecially manu- 
Caclurcd ti)r the king OC Luang-Fraban_r in Bxuarat. 

W-c arc lirst sewed Laotiian caviar madc with the eggs of thc plti h1ir4-an 
cnr,rmously big fish, thc catching of which is only perrnittcd during three days 
each );car tbr frar of depopulating thc Mckong of this su'culcnt species. This 
c a ~ c h  which takes pl;luc in April under thc surveillance of dignitaries. designat~d 
by thc king. loretmdcs a grcat celebrat ion4xsidcs.  all e p i s ~ d e s  of Laotian life 
arc undurlined by mom or less irnprlrtan~ festivities. Then wc tar a 'rhnhrrlr ir Irr 
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S i s ( r ~ ~ r ~ t t ~ ' .  which contains cxpcnqive Laotian vcrmicclli. The local.: are very fond 
of these pastas and when cooked in thc home i t  provide., a pretext for a celchri~~inn 
tn which friends and ncquainlances arc invlled. Then lhcre are herbs, Icavc\ 
candied in nil, the strange tmtc of which, ct;lrilc., our French cnnstitut~ons. 
Luckily, the /i)it, gms and Eurnpc:ln stylc chicken, of which Mr. Grand'., cook has 
prohnbly ~ ~ ~ p c r v i q e d  the prcpar~~tion. remlnd our pnlatcs of scn\ation., already 
well known. They precede thc pork. roa~rcd nu a whole. the nnticlnnl lrcat of the 
Ch~nese and nf the neightinring peoples. 

I prcsidc over the mcnl, facing the king. rather amused Iry this exhihition of 
monarchy in which hc ha\ made me p:lrtakc for half a day. Rut we havc to 
renounce nlnny honors when the hnor of lo:tvinp apprnachc~, alrcsdy very larc. At 
night. when wr head back to the rnrr~mis.srrrirrt. wc cross the squarc whcrc the 





cuIshr;tlinn?i cr~ntinuc until the glimmer rlC daybreak to  cnd in all rlrgy. undcr th~. 
protection oC thc hdinp  moon. 

20 November 1909 

1;lst day in Luang-hahang. 1 would have likcd to u t i l i~c  thc momins lo n~ake ;I 

pilprimapu lo the lomh nf thc cnplorcr Mnuhout. sornc kilunleters from ~ h u  citk- 
and whom the inhabitants o r  Luang- l ' rahm~ still rc~liemhcr with mn~otion. In 
lrouhlcd timcs ( 1 XS9. thc dale of the mnqucsl oC Ctu-hinchina). hc dcpaflcd ~ H I I  

Bm$iok across thc forcst to reach thc M c k o n ~  in l'aksc. thc hank o l  uyhich hc 
follorvcd until 1-rang-hihang - a  placc no other Eumpean had y u ~  visi~ed. Hi5 
nolcs. collected hy a faithful boy. tdl-and with what a modcs~y! about thc 
boundless c n c r g  of this hero of scicncu who \vent into the advcn~ure withou~ 
collrern tor fcvcr or for ferucious animals. classifying planls. ct>ll~u.t in ' ~ntcrcsl- 
ing insects. only accon~pilnied by srlmc Siamese with whom he shmd mcals 01' 
rice and dricd fish. Approaching the cnd of his journcy. hc was exhausted by his 
hardships. undcrmincd by illncss and died in a small villapc on the cdgc of thc 
Nam Kon. a trihutar). ot-the Mekonz. Today Francr: rc-vcrently maintains his lonib. 

Unfurtunatcly. i~ is impossihlc t t d iy  to obtain the rncn and the horscs ncccs sq -  
for this excursion. A11 thr Lautians are exhausrcd by last night's cdchrition. Shall 
1 add w h a ~  is said in a low voice:' The long evenins. to which h a w  rlhligcd the 
king. h i s  held him hack from fulfilling his religious duties this morning. A1 
d-qhrc-ak hc was to En to the That Luong to rccitc priyers. to carry out ri~uals. 
I [owever. Siszlwng has remained aslecp in his hut! 

By 2 p.m., the laotians sccm to recovcr Crtm their numbness. Thty spread oul 
again in thc streets. A grca~ agitation reigns in thc square whcrc the retinuc 
prcpmcs lbr the return thc king. 1-he mahouts run after thcir csuapcd elephants 
which arc harnessed. 'I'hc soldicrs and the lictors movc the cmwd o u ~  of the way. 
Thc vassals and thc scrvants of each king axwmblc in front of thc respective straw 
hut3 of thcir sovereigns. Thrones and banners llrc assctmbled. l h r  {mc- hour. ~ h c  
vivid colrlrs of the unifnrms. or the flags. of hc  lictors merge into rich other in a 
picturusque chaos. Then. thc recomposed rctinuc followx thc n ~ d  rc~urning by the 
samc rtlute between two hedges of prostrated subjects on all fours who star1 
singing onc after the other ~ h c  popular songs r>C the kingdnrn. with catraordinilry 
powr in thcir lungs. 



Thus rhe procession procccds until thcy reach the residence of king Sisavong. not 
without Irilving. on the way. the secondary kings with their escorts in front oftheir 
houses. Rilt when thc hi8 roy;ll doors have closed behind rhc Inst gi~;~rd. the 
cclchriltion does not continue any lcss in the streets. without wcarincss, resem- 
hlinp the preceding days, the hull:thaloo of the gongs. the tam-tams, thc orchestras 
that accompany thc irnpmvisations of poets ant1 the appeals of love arc: strewn into 
the brilliant cvening. Ah! what :I happy people the 1-aotians arc, loyal to their old 
customs. to thcir gracious legends. I-low thcy conserve their gaicty in spite of the 
worst sethacks which mark thcir history! And how this softness, this naive 
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slraightfowardness contrasts with thc duplicity and t h t  cruel instincts that cmc 
reproaches othcr peoples in thc Far Fast for! 

The commotion cvcn invades lhc house of the cornrnissioncr whcrc we spcnd this 
last evening. pampered until the cnd by the dclicatc attentirlns of our p lca~ant  
host- Ai midnight. again mingling in the jubilant crc~wd. we rejoin thc cabin of our 
boat aftcr bidding Carcwcll to our Cricnds of fiw days. hccausc the t;rtmdiPrt. 
must get startcd in the early morning. 

'Adicu I.uan_r-habang! Chd-bye Muong Luo11p.- as the Laotians say. You havc 
intoxicaled us with your easy lift. with your voluptuous nonchalance. little 
Capoue asleep hctwecn thc grtat strrarn which gum& you and the ~nuuntains 
which extend the rdornus shadows oftheir grccn dress ovcr you! G o ~ d - b y e  to this 
awakencd d r u m .  to this living ralc of fairy quccns of we ahandc~n the 
magic charm with regrct ! 

[I is impossible to lcavc at the chrlscn hour. but.  his time thc delay is not duc lo our 
boys. The Annarnitc baker oi~l,uan_9-Pr,bang ivho has no doubt panicipatcd in ~ h c  
celchration like thc Laotians. has Callcn shnrt nf his promisc lo supply us with hread 
frlr a few days. Alicr several attempts. wc suuc-wd only in laking flour with us. t3a 
will have 10 irnprovisl: as a baker from the first day of the trip through the forest. 

W-c leavc thc landing at b a.m. when thc l i g h ~  of the morning already descends 
from the mountains. sprinkling on the slccping city a dusty hazc of azure and 
:old. Very t-&st. thc landscrapc tr;insli>rms itsclC. Luang-kdh-an€ ciisappuars attcr a 
hcnd zlnd we arc launched on the rapid duxiccnd uf lhc Mekong. It's agiain the 
savigr. decorum of the rnounlains; in which thc stream is henlnlcd by stetp hanks. 
I)urin_e the passage. we recrlgnix rocks which we have already rnct with during 
he ascrnl. thc loclps whcrc wc have madc calls. bur, all this tlows h-lvre our cycs 
like thc scenes from a cinemalograph. l<spcuially in thr  rapids. are not only 
hkcn by thc current but. alsu by the own s p ~ d  of thr  which Captain Mdlan 
naviratcs at full stcam to conscm-c as far a s  possible thc licedom to maneuver in 
thc current. We have the sensation of a descent in a slide. with crnotional jolts 
hn-ause the h o ~ t  l u n s  sideways in a bend of the routc or hesitates at  the entranuc 
of a channel in a sudden change of spccd. Dizziness lius in store for me. I cLac  my 
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cycx . . . . ~ I IJ  thc cnginc accrjrnpanics. wilh a niutc drtlni~~g. the prowling 0 1 .  a 

tr~~nttltllous SIR-am whose Ctmm inunda~ts our frt~nt. The &iring 1n:tncuvc.r in 

~\-t-tlich one Jrfles riangcr cvcr>= instant. whcrcin onu d i s t ~ ~ c t r d  r~lc>vr. of thr nrlrlcr 
is  enough to throw us in thc ahyss! 

I'rcciscly now. in a turnilly o l  thc Keng Sanioc. the h a t  sutidrnly no I c ~ n ~ c r  r)hrys 
the ruddcr: ir shoots like an arrow tonards one of thc h i ~ h  sharp ridgcd nluks 
which cluncrs thc strcilm. It's the end of cvcrythinp. thc ~ r i nd i ny  to pi~xrh i n  fiw. 
four thrcu s~xonds! N-'c l ighl  the anguish! . . . . The dtx-hr. scaled on rlnc nf thc 

s11r;111 111akc-up tables in thc front. has not chanycd his at~itudc. u m s s i r l ~  his bran1 
ir~\-oluntitrily . . . . I tor nlysclf. Cecl myw-if turn palc. 

During thow sccrlnds which wcru possibly thc last t)f my lift'. the n~inulc dclails 

of the scrnc. thc scttins in which i t  takes place f i l l  m y  eyes with ;In ~~l l i rnatc 
vi>ir,n. imprcss thc.msc.lvus. uniilrgatilhlr. in m y  brain. and thcn . . . .and rhcn. 
Captain W l a n  stops us twtl ccntinlctcrs from the rcrk. having hccn ahlc to throw 
thc cllginc in rcvcrsc L'YCII i f  i t  IIIC~~IIS that wc arc: mtwine to a swallow holc o C  thc 
rapid. Then the heal which is still no1 under control inclines. turns in the whirlpcwd 
[hat cn~shcs ulldcr us: a danger rclnovcd. w c  fa11 into another . . . . A t  litst our grlrlcl 

I I I  Gmrrr1ii.r~ strai~htcns itscli- Ihc swallow hollow renounces its pnry. thc fillcd 
dcprcssion munds itself funher down. I'm rrturnrd lo calmncss again. to hc)pc. t o  

l i fc! I,ifc! It's to Captai11 Melan that WL' owe it. to his cncryy. tr) his cold- 
hltn)dcdncss. . . . But he has lust his srnilc and he is palc Crtm~ the hravy hurdr.11 of 
rcspjnsibility. i\t 4 p.m. we are in Paklay. h a v i n ~  made in tcn hours the dcsurnd 
which w t ~ ~ l d  have taken 1wt3 days and a half in thc asccrld. 

It's frt3111 here thar we wi l l  Icavc thc nmtc oC the Mckclng tomomw to ~~ndenakc. 
hy horsc. the crossing of the forest. the 730 kilornctcrs which scparitc us from the 
Mcnam. Thc vil l ige chief p r rm iwd us thrc-c hrwws with Iwa l  saddles: two wil l  he 
ours. thu othtr wi l l  be used alternatingly by Ba and by thc urnlk. f Ic wil l  alsn 

r ~ h ~ a i n  lor uh three packsuddlc hrjrscs. cquippcd w i ~ h  the packsaddles resembling 
those o f  thu Europcan mules. that wi l l  carry our cases with supplics i n d  our 
bivouac gear. reduced to a Picot k d  and a Camhmdian matlrtss-- because not 
fraring rail1 i n  this season ivc Icavc without tents. But. as unc cannot charge each 
oC thew snrall horses with morc than Crlrty-fivc kilo2rams. three packsi~ddle 
horws wi l l  not k sufticicnt and 1i.c arc r~bliycd to takc ~ w t )  cc~hics with us which. 

unfofluli;~~rly. very much slrni-. down thc pac-c ofthe convoy. 



Our negotiatinns for the r1qaniz;ltion of this convoy having been accomplished. 
we return ahcurd t o  takr a Inst dinntr and s w n d  some hours in the company of our 
kind comrades who have saved us fron~ all worries. all thc marcrial ctlnccrns of 
thc journcy They wcrc considerate to our desires. and went out or their way lor 
our convcnicncc. Now, we will have to look after ourwlvcs in an unknown 
country. in a hostile torest where no-nt: will wait for us to makt a stop-over. 
whcrr: du not even recnsnize which arc thc stopovers. left to !he nlcrcy ol- a 
lrlcal euidc. thc language of which. is alien to us. 

I havc already become a victim to this solitude. I fclt disoriented when 1 vcnturcd 
alrlnc. in the shxlnws of Paklay. to find a Chinese shop that could sell us somc 
cotl~ix which the merchants in 1-uang-Prabmg did nut have. I found the shop aftrr 
snmc dil'ficulry. on the other side ofa light bridge across a river. and when I askcd 
for coffee. the Chincsc did not understand me. h r  want of nor having KaC {clr Ba 
ac'compmy mc. I thoroughly searched myself in thcir straw hut. shirting a pile of 
1-antian covers. scaltcring a cup of m a  nuts. stock listing hr,ncs smelling from 
wicks so i cd  in coconut oil. but I did not find coffee. 1 buy tua and a hox o l  sugar: 
wc do without uulTcc. just like without so  many othrr things. 

.At night. I rcturn quickly 10 the river hank. Our haggagr ha5 k e n  transpr)r~td into 
!he little house of the adrninistr;ltor whcre wu will s lmp tonight to k t t e r  t-acilitatc 
our depanure tonlorrow morning and also so  as  not 10 hindcr thc earl! niorning 
d r p x u r c  ot- the Lrr Grrrsrii?~. A sadness surrounds these 1x4 moments tugcthcr 
and h o v r r ~  over the meal in spite of the attempts at gaiety which sound tdse.  711c 
s~dness  rcmains with us until wc milch our shelter where our co-passcngcrs Ira= 
us. 

IVc' are alnne now. in thc small houw of thu proprietor who has stayed back in 
Lump-1'r;lh;mg. Our cixcs arc s k k c d  in a corner of the otEce. A w:~x candle 
di~nly  lights thc nicc big h d .  with white blankets in which. without doubt. wu will 
sleep little. due to worries rclatcd LO our departure and also because of thc hcavy 
prfu~ne  ot-floiwring lianas which cling to he  shutters t h a ~  are opn to thc fan-sr. 

While I re-read my jclumcy notcs. Ihc s;ld ntrws amves that on 1.5 July 1910. thc 
unlucky 141 G'rurrdiGrr. dcsccnding again from Luang-Prabang to Paklay. met with 
the l i tc which it had st) providtntially escaped during the timtr wc wcrc hcr 
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passcngurs in the sarnc am. The conditions were a h u t  the same a s  thosu !hat I 
have j u s ~  d c ~ r i h e d .  hut. thc outlwme tragic rathw than emotional. The Irr C~rut~rli&-e 
hzls sunk with ahoard Gcneral dc Bcylii.. the commander of thc Iroops in 
Ctlchinchina. and d t ~ t o r  Rouftiandis,  he chief of thc public health wrviccs in 
I.aos aboard thc htmt. Buth of thcm h a w  died in thc cnt~\trnphr: in additirln 10 two 
ltlcal sailors. 

Thc a~cidcnt  ~(wk place in thc rapid of Keng Don St~urll. nt>t far from Tha Ilua. At 
thr 11lorncnl r)f  thc passage thc rapid was blrxkcd by an enormously big tree. and 
avoiding the obstacle. thc caplain whn \ u s  thcn Mr. Mignucci. dir~vtct l  his boat 
into thc ttn) namnv ppilssagr s ~ i l l  lcfi by thc ~ r c c .  Lnfortunatciy. the La G'nurili2r~ 
did not oh.); ~hr: ruddcr (wu rcnlemhcr that this had alrrady happened during our 
journcy in the Keng S a n i t ~  rapids) and ~ h c  strength of rhc currcnt flung it on the 
rock .  The captain rcvcrs~ul thc cnginc to free the boat. hut. the vcsscl. h c i ~ ~ g  t m  

low in thr bviltcr was cnsulfed by a whirlpool scvcn rncttrs widc. xcordiny to ;I 
tclsgri~m lrom captain Mignucci. Grippd by thc hack shc sunk in tw-cnt~  scco~lds. 
C~11~'riill HeyliC md ~ h c  doctor \v;.c.rc ill the front cabin. and did not have time to 
Icakr. i t .  In vain one uf the Irlcals. tluisted on ~ h c  spar deck. attcmptrd tu grab thc 
gcocriil hy thc hand to pull him up. It rva5 tt,o latc! The boat u=cnt srraight down It, 
a depth of ciphty meters m d ,  underwater. thu rxplo\it>n o r  ~ h c  ht~i lc~ .  cun~plctcd 
rhc ti~sk of causing drarh. Ikhr is  lium the b ~ a ~  could he tbund as 1.x ;L\ Vientiane. 
3t30 kilomclrrs down?;~ruarn. The captain. thc n ~ c c h a n i ~ .  a corporal who arcompa- 
nied thc. gcnlrral and the othur lncals j u rnpd  o r  were thrtjwn into thc water and 
w x h ~ u i  with great ~roublc  a neighhring rock. Thc zW~s.vic. a launch of  the 
:Ue.r.iirg~c~~.s Flr l - iul~.~ that made a study trip in the rapids of thc U p p r  Mckong, 
was coming down in the wakc of  thc LI GrrrrrdiPrr. It witched ~ h c  disister 
pwuricssly. Arriving at  thc dangerous passage. the mas1 r3C its cabin wxs tom ofl- 
by ~ h c  hrinches oC the tree and thc hut was completely swept away. Hrlwuver. it 
p s s ~ v i  t h n ~ ~ g h  and could pick up thc drowning pmplc to convey this tcrrihlz 
ntws to Vientiane Lhwc days lalcr. 

Thc whole colonial prcss commcntcd on this catastmphc.. The tragedy is csw- 
cially felt in I n d t ~ h i n a  where Cicncral Ju  Beylie. a grclat unthusiast of Khmcr art. 
wis the object o r  cvuy-me's gratiludu for having conlrihuted so fnrccCully. by his 
work and personal Cortu~ie. to lift the vcil that hid thc m i v c l s  of .4ngkor. The 
navipability of  the Mckong by sturn-boat is again. by this shipwreck. more 
passionately qucstioncd. 
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It is certainly true that thc Lrr G'rutrrlitrc. sccmed tn aclcmmplish ;i tour dc. lilrcc 
w i ~ h  each journcy and the travels of the G{rrc.r,rie in the Kcmmarat rapids givcs the 
same intpression. It is also true that steam navigation. whilc it provides immrnsc 
advantagcs fur the mail service m d  ior the supply of our posts. has considerihly 
ruduued thc trihutu in human lives that the );.urr~pcms paid to the voracity of- the 
strcam. If. aftcr this first loss ot- a stcam-hrrit. one calculales a percentage of 
dntwnings in steam-bats  and those in pirogucs. there is no doubt that this 
pc rccn tq t  will hr. to ~ h c  advantage of thc stcm~-boats. Ilnfrmtunatcly- thcy arc ttnl 
numcmus. i . ~ .  the I:n.nch~ncn that havc encountered dcath in pinqucs in ~ h c  
rapids of the stream. Every year. for twenty years. somc hundred locals md a i t w  
Eumpcans were thc ~iutirn?; of similar acuidcnts. 

Somc recnmmund thc replaccrncnt of the I d  <;rcrt~diPrc by a brut with a higher 
bridge in vicw of the whirlpm)ls and that has a highcr speed ttn) itwtlve knots 
i~istcarl of nine) in order ru morc uasily dominatc thc rapids. 

The Adrninistntion of Laos has lor a long timu wanted tcj obtain such a h a t  for 
the rapids d Kcrnrnarat. It seems that with a speed of t w l v u  knots. thc h>at  could 
makc joun~cys  during thr: whole wason of the high watcrs. whik  nnw wc can only 
cross lhc rapids during the medium high waters. Othcrs. in thcir urnotions. 
pmp)sc  to abandon all stram n;l\.i_ga~ion between Vicntianc and 1-uanz-Prahang. 
Thc a p ~ s t l r s  of this navipation. who have madc ~ h c  Iirst journeys in daligertlus 
conditions of s ctmplctely diffcrcnt dintension lrnm those of today. ddcen:t better 
than a diversion after m in~tiia l~ i lurc .  For a long timc 10 come. thc h4ck01tg will 
rcntain ill this country the only mute of communication. I x t  us hop. that thc. 
Administration (*I' Laos persewrus. in spite of cvcry~hing. on thc p a ~ h  of progress. 
replacing in incwising numhcrs thc slow and dangzrous pirogucs by stcilnl-ho~ts. 



Chapter 4 

From the Mekong to the Menam 
Across the Forest, from Paklay to 

Uttaradit 

Oiw COII roj-1 hiotit~n d - A ;  tile f ~ 1 t 1 k . s  The c ~ i i ~ ~ o ~ . ~  of 
h~tilocks-ift pf~r.sttit (?f-fjre ~igrr-A ~tiglrt ~tnder the h~trrbr)o-s- 
S71eji)rr~ l.il1q.t.s -111 cr smnlr- .4rrivuI rrt U11umdit-,4 S~UI?IP.FC* 
.qol-prrror-Flmn~ti~~g housrs 

tiarty in thc morning. a prolonged whisllc beckons thc dtpanurc of the 111 
Chrndiktr. Shc Icavcs Paklay l o  wdescend thu Meknng. whilc *e will lakc the 
ovcrland roulc. across thc forest. and join the Mcnam valley. Stnm our small 
caravan ~alies to the rcxld. 

'Tht diftkrcncc lxlween thc kautiful avcnuzb of l'aklay md the rrmd which rwc 
now take in imperceplihlc: the simc big trees from which lianas with cnorrnous 
flowers in thc form of purple and yellow clocks hmy down. This n~ad has k e n  
cleared with our passagc in mind. By the order or the secondaq kin? of Luang- 
h h n g .  the bilmhm) bridges across a gushing rivulct which dc.sccnds f i ~ n ~ i n g  
tr~wards thc Mckung. haw been imprc~vcd. 

Our Itrals prccedc us. First thcrc mi: the thrw conduclors o f  thc packsi~ddlc 
tlorscs who tag their ani~~rals bchind them. .l'hcn, the two pjrtcrs balance a 
hamhtn) luggiigc rack ;md a q w d  of soldiers. provided by the s~x-ond king to 
accompany us trj ~ h c  Siarncw border. Wc still have an d d  Laotian guide. the 
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bearing of n courageous man who instills confidence in rnc. Thc nakctl torsos and 
even the faccs of thcse locals are covered with hluc tattoos that appear also on 
their thighs. at thc hottom o f  thcir cotton fahric snmpnt. This srrtnpot is fastened to 
~ h c  hip by a leather belt which serves another necessity for the Laolian Iraveltr. 
They attach thcir provisions of chewing betel, a hi~p of rice ant1 especially a hip 
machete, towards which 1 feel a slightly apyrchensive respect. 

They are delightfi~l our first hours of travel. following our small group. in the 
inviting f'orest that draws us to it. We arrived without trouble, by midday. in a 
rather hip village:  muon^ Wnt. Messengers. posted on thc roatl, informed the 
chief who greetcd uh. carrying n hunch of hihi\cus in an 6 and the ohlipatoq 
candlcs. I-le conducted 11s towards ;i hig .s(11n (a guesthousc) madc of straw, where, 
wcll sheltered from thc hurning sun, we can nlakc :I stop of two hours. 

We slept at Ran Dcum. There is a post of soldicrs here and a very small villagc. 
the .srrlr of which. wc occupied. It's quite a strrlngc lodying our shelter for the 
evening: a plank floor in bamboo elevated on posts to wll~ch one clinihs hy a 
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ladder. a thatch r(u~C and on three sidus. as prtilions. inwrwoven branches or 
trees. adorned u=ith preen leaves. It rescmhlcd an ah& for thc Corpus C:hristi. open 
to the forcs~. One clmrly smclt the fresh sap becausc of the still living branches of 
thc partitions. md we wcre sensitive tu the artention of thc wddiers. who restorud 
the .rulr for our prtssage. 

Ba h~ught  somc. eggs and a bony chicken in thc village. Wc. will hnvc a real mcal. 
But the bumps ofthe horse ride hnvc been cahstrophic fur the cooking pot-so~nc 
sort of campiny oven t h d  we  bough^ in Luang-Prabang which is in piwes-and 
we are unablc to prcparc the hwd. One nf clur Laotians possessc.i a sort pot in 
bronze. two fists big. in which hc cooks his rice. Ba horrows it from him and h e  
rcsult is that by 9 p.m. he has obtained somc sort of heavy pastu. burncd on the 
outside and stuck within. with which the ald bran halls of the tnwlps wou1d hc like 
briwhcs. 

23 November 1909 

Yot hcinp ablc lo isolate myself from rlur lmal fricnds. I slept complctuly dress~vt 
Ixst night and was ready from dayhrcak to pull the chains. By 10 a.m.. wc found a 
small sheltcr c l C  leaves in a forest cltaring with a fine u i t  of hcrbs and thc 
.wldicr:rs said: '-l'his is  Houa Lat.' W'c rcslcd until 1 p.m. l'hcn. the ascend amidst 
the mcks begins. By 3 p.m. we rc;luhod the summit of the Pou Iklu. the h n i c r  of 
I;mnch 130s. whcre thc soldiers Icft us with gracious wishes ior a _good journcy 
W:c. kmp only the six locals of I'aklay and our two servants lo enter Siamese I-aos. 

t h i n g  arrivcd at rhc summit of the foothills. we now have to follrnv a trail cut on 
thc flank of a deep vallcy, which rlbligcs us to ford tlie dwp l omnt s  kading it. At 
4 p.m., the assi2nment the day is finished. Wc are on ;m open p l a ~ u ,  at M ~ m g  
Tchi Tonnc. Twelve huts only. thcn a monastery and its temple for which r w  head 
LO find asylum, like all travelers do in this counlry. But I am a woman. thus or the 
hostile scx. dangerous. It is not h o m i n g  that the rntmks apprtmch me. ncithcr 
that they slccp near mc. They conscnt neverthclcss to let us install oumlves  under 
the verandah of the monastery 

But. mayhc to ward off the evil spells of my prescncc which mcnaces thcm all 
nighr. thc monks by thcir prayers, their cornin2 and going. disturb our sleep. They 
pass by Lhc verandah. carrying little wan candles which dazzle us, desccnd the 
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ladder. whisper amony themwlvcs and yu back up mysteriously. Sudddcnly. thc 
grunting of  pigs i s  hcard under our mals. They make rnr think of thc enormously 
big black pigs. with thcir huge hcllies trailing the ground. thllt wanderod mwnd 
the monasiery when we arrived. F o r p t i n g  in my half-slccp thd psts isolate us 
from the grtwnd. 1 stm~etimc.~ inlagine rhat I can !kel t hcir filthy grtyans a h v c  my 
fact. 

Our pac-k~addle horscs wcre exhdusted yesterday. They rvcrc w e n  covered with 
wounds haviny her1  l o a d d  b;ldly hy their ncgligenr conduclr,rs. Nevc~hclc? ;~ ,  w c  
have io p m c d  on our travels again. l h c  march tcnliy is still quitc difficult. Our 
littlc. hrlrses are admirable. ?hey hoist thcmselws by ab rup~  Inin thrusts across 
shaky rocks. they glidc, sitting down. wilh their hind Icgs Ct>ldcd undcr thcm. in 
dcsccnds that arc tcw steep. We let lhcm c i  on on thcir own. trusting thcir 
inslincts. 

All morning. we make the most cxh;lusting march that you can imagine: dcsccnd- 
in?. climhing ayain. Cnrdiny across the trihularies of  he Nam Pat. a t r i hu l a~ .  of 
thc Menarn which runs at he  bottom of the valley. Thc road passes through thc 
dense hnmhun forust that our I a n ~ i i i s  cut inlo with thcir nrllchclu when it hothers 
us. Somcti~ncs. we haw ttc retreat inlo the thicket because a camvan of  bullocks 
invadc the trail. Eve? tcn 10 twelve bilornctcrs. find traces ot'hivouacs of thcsc 
utmvnys: a denuded spac-e. leii-nvers of fircs and h d s  ol- bamho. hanzinp likc 
hammrlcks. on which Runncsc. hig. w r y  dark brown mcn with frrouious Irwks 
and adorncd with big rurbans. drapd with stripped cloths and llrnled to the teeth 
likc Calabrian bandits. sleep at  night. Since yesrcrdq. wc have mct Icn of thcsu 
caravans each ctlmprisin~ somc Corly bullock3 that placidly march. hilling thc 
obstacles on the road with their charges and wearing m u n d  thzir nccks big clr)cks 
with wur~dcn clappers. the dry noiw of which. h ipa l s  them fronm lhr. In this way. 
slowly. over an ciphiwn day pcriod they covcr the trajcctor): that we hope to 
cover in scvcn and a half. Often rhc t n i l  is buried with ~ h c i r  corpses. Wc round onc 
this mr~niing. s~ i i l  s;~vcd I-mm thc icrclcic~us beasts: the cow had Calkn from 
exhaustion at  the I ~ H I I  oi'a 1131~~31  sti~ircasc KIII i l l to Ihc nwks. C;IC~ SICP 3 heighr of 
litty wnlimctcrs. which i~ had n d  heen ahlc to ovcruomc. These arc thc cardvans 
that supply 1,uan~-Prahmp and. on thc rcturn jclurncy. they c x p o ~ I  thc prducts  of 
North Laos to Bangkok. 



Froni thc Mekonp to the Mcnam 

Plate 47 Artrrnr~~r, irrrtmllrd in (I  poqnrk~. TIICY rlisplrrv 
I I I P I ~  111~r(.lro1ldiv~. 

Aftcr four hour\ c~f'tliik cxh;iu\ting march, our people anti our animal\ refuse t c l  
procccd. Wc a stop cwfr in il cmnll vill:~p. in ths shelter oSa Burmese hut. clmc to 
n rivcr wliere we niakc rhcm wash the hnr.;e\ ~ ~ n d c r  our very eye.;. Thi\ iq  hecauce 
thc Laorinn?, upon reaching the stop-ovcr, think more of horlinp their t r ~ p  (ricc) 
than caring for thcir anim;il? that ?imply g rwr  on the lcavcs of tree?. Yesterday. 
t h y  had foryotten to let the horses drink and they worrld ncvcr have obtained thclr 
rntionq i S  we wnuld not procure i t  for thcm rlursclve~. 

Unfortunntely, thc village where wc are this rnor~iing has nothing to offrr. ncither 
to LI \  nor our animal\. ilntl we can no1 cvcn ohrain from the folk of this country an 
egg. S a v a ~ c  inhabiti~ntc of the grcnl Sorest which providss Sor thcir primitive 
rles~res. wrthout :tny uther comni~rnicntinn with the world hut the?e short pazunFes 
of the Rurnic~c: our very precencc ccnres them and they run Sor Sear of our white 
faccc. 

Departure at I p.m. Still this horrihle trail! Hollowed clut from the rocks. it is so 
narrow that i t  harcly permits thc riders to pass and i t  sometimes oll'ers slopes at an 
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incline of sixty perccnt which our packsnddlc horses refi~se to climh. Thon we have 
to utiload, hoist thc horses I'irst. anrl tlicn. by manpowcr. thc lupgi~pe. We ourzclvcs 
often march to orrcr rest for our animals, hut. the march is vcry exhausting. 

Ry 5.30 p.m. we are getting worricd about this march. Thc night comes crlrly 
during this season and i t  is not wise to travel in thc rorests after dusk. Wc know 
that tigcrs abscond into thc darkness \vith a nlan or a horse sometimes withnut thc 
rest o f  thc caravan noticing it .  With Ka6 sewing 3s intermediary, wc ask our old 
g ~ ~ i d e  at which hour wc will arrive at Naphai'. the closcst v i l l a~c  which shill1 be 
our shelter tonight. Hc answers: 'At thc hour that they put asleep the little 
chilrlren.' That lcavcs us to know when ~ h c  L:~otion babies are put to slccp! These 
pcople ignore warches and dials: durin9 thc day, they designate the hours by the 
positinn tliu sun: at night. tlicir hahits provide tliern with points (~frel'crcnce that 
servc as indicittors. 

IJinally at 7.30 p.m.. the tr:ril widens. Still another stony river to crol;l; i~nd wc are 
in thc village. We quickly seilrch for the nlonastcry to ask for shcltcr. Oh! 
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Surpri-w. thc straw hut is empty. The monks have ahmdnncd it for c i g h ~  days. 
They hdvc son?: to dn  s  bout^. some sort of Buddhist celchra~ion. a pilgrimagu. in 
the mountains. I install mysclf without scruplcs in their homc. We u=ill at last be 
sparod thc humidity of the night by a g d  thatch rtwf and I slcup under the 
prottx-tion ot- a series of  snlall Buddhis, that are lrlcked into srrangc recesses 
which are adorned with monkeys. 

1 iowcver. our mcn maintain a torch fire amund thc niunastcry tnraus~' they have 
fcar li)r the horscs. They were infi)mlcd that last night a panthur u i ~ e  to rob the 
village ot- its swine. 

25 November l!NY 

Uepllrturc a1 7 a.m. with n guide obtained by the chicCoC the vilk~ge. thu guide 01- 
our convoy not king sure anymore of the road to fnllow. The chief comcs to 
kindly salute us whilc hc horses arc k i n g  chargcd. lIis daughters follow him. 
then nthcr women of the village also approach little by little. dragging rheir 
childrcn along. hlorc curious and Icss wild than those of yesterday morning they 
want to set: the ivhitc woman. They haw ma& themsclvus up. but. do not wear the 
little trumpets oC Luanp-hbmg as eat rings. these are replac~d by very long 
mctal pendants. 

Like yesterday. we firs cross thc tributaries nf thc Nam Pat. We cven folln~i. thc 
t d  of one, a torrcnl who= mom r>r less dry bottr~m is covered with rolling sloncs. 
Thc march is quill. dimcult on thcsc stones and it is really a pity h a u s e  
thcm the morning walk would be cxquisite. Thc Irench is in thc forest. The mws 
which border these hiph emhankmcnts entwine their branchcs. mixed with lianas 
ahlvc our heads. in such a way that we tind our.wlves in a runnel w i ~ h  archways of  
greenery w h c ~  dors  of plants m d  wild saps mingle. Intoaicatcd with the scents 
wc follow [his lunnel in hzllf-ohscurity. 

Thcn, at the end or his valley. thcrc is the Nam Pat itself. lhe capricious trail. using 
cine. then thc rlChcr bank. ohliglss us to frequcnl crossings and even though I s t ~ t c h  
my legs as high as possible don3  thc neck of my horse, I gct w c ~  up to my knm. 
But. after this dillicult march. wc are in a supcrh forest of h r v n b .  twenty meters 
hiph. clumpcd Lightly packcd bundlesand so orderly m n p l  h a t  they Itnlk like 
[hey-ve bn.n planted by somt human hand. and since thq've k e n  strippcvl rher 



hi$ up from  heir leaves. thcso bundles give thc imprcssicm of Iwinp cnclrnious 
trcus. Their hollow stems rattle with thc hlowing of rhe wind with Ihc stmnge noise 
of cnsrilnets that solcly hrcnks the silence and thc rlingonally-rihlwd domcc, fom~ed 
hy the hights~ hr:inches, filrnisii a hrond shadow that kills lil'c: no hnlsliwwd, thc 
hahitilal rrfilpe of the i~ninials duriny the rl:iy. Rclnw our kct is clr;in soil. like a 
zone with sta~tlpcrl eanh. For ~ h c  lirst time, I pmrountlly cn,joy. wirhout kin: 
distracted by thc clifficultics nf the road. the ahsolute scrcnity th:it Iills this snlihlde. 

Fur~iicr dciwn. [lie trnil hccon~cu utnny ag;lin. the hiyh hamhoo sticks around 11% 

craw. rcplcaed by a horrihlu glade fnrcst, ~ h c  ctr~ntctl trees and thr \pace\ of 
wlilch po\\ess the aspcct o f  cork-o;ik\ of Provcncc. Tho w n  hums on uc. 'l'hc Iiwt 
slrctch ol the morning i \  very hard under tlic\c contlitions. 



From the Mckong to the Menam 

At 11.30 a.m., we are in Ran Kh6nc and nor provisionr~l guide return., to Nilphii. 
We havc hut the qheller nf a rlirty Iiitt d u r i n ~  lunch and rcqt tirnc. Thc village is 
rni~crahlr.. As wornen :lnd youny girls warch uc frnln afar, wc scilrch to tame them 
h!~ holding 0111 lumps c~f wp;lr. The lcrnpti~tion is so strong th:rt they approach us 
trcrnhling. We manage with this hail to clhtain some eggs. a dcliphtfl~l supplemcnr 
tn thc I:~s~elew cannrd f(ln(l. 

We Ieavc at 1 p.m. with the in~ention of arriving for thc night at Ran Dcun Lck. 
Thr Sorest hecomcs very beautiful ap:~in and wc feel that il pi~lsntes with 311 ~ h c  
beings thi1t breathe from its dcpths. A hand of white rnnnkeys g;tmhles it1 the 
highest hranchcs. On the ground. tlic vcry frcsh mmks of n Inrgc footprint with 
stronp ul:~ws precede us :~nd our old giticlc points this out to us with n scrrrcd 
gesture: 'S~ro, '  he says, which means 'tiger' in Laoti:~n. He rnovcs his hmld to his 
rllro:~~ ro irirlicatcd rhc Icap of the ;~nimal jumping on a man. raking him tc-~ his Inir. 
For ~ w o  hour< we march in Ihc tracks of this rcarfi~l friend. On thc edge of thc 
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torrcnt that wc arc ahoul to cross. thcrr: arc Iricus of his prcscncc which thcn 
disappear to thr lett: the tiger came to drink ilt the tomnt.  thrn it plung~ui into the 
torest apai11. 

The day is m=allin_r. We come across the Nan1 Pat i~giain but. it is st) rrluuh bigger hy 
thc rains thal h a w  k c n  late this ycar. that thc clld guide precious time 1r.r 
find a passage. and. whcn hc  hclicves hc has tnund one. the nigh1 is >o dark. thc 
pasxqc  st) unc-crtain [hat it would bc carclcss to use it. Wc arc rcduccd to bivouac 
in thc li~rcst. in the middlc of  a circle. oC hi? fircs to keep away the tiger. Tht 
Iociltion is hcautilil. It's again tht  h i ~ h  li~rcst with hamhm)s trembling undcr thc 
hrc;tth of thc cvcning. 

Ba. while f-ixing din~l r r .  prcparcs in cnihcrs his lirtlc a ~ r r x i o u s  brcads. LVc 
discard so111e UI the empty bottles that hindcr us and our local pcrjplc start a 
dispute over  then1 ah it-they were precious ubjzcts. Morcover. bccausc w u  nccd 
rorchcs of rcsin to complete rhe lighting up  of the hivouac. one of thc ctlolits 
agrccs t o  swim across ~ h t :  r ivcr  in spite oC the darknehs. in spill: 01' thc strony 
currcnt and rhe crocodiles on watch. He is willing t o  search for tbcsc torches 
in the villagc that must hc a hit larthcr down on  the other hank in exchange for 
a hottlc. I h r  a sccrjnd ho t~ lc .  hc promises to bring hack a chicken Irurn ~ h c  
village. In reality he rcturns aftcr an hour with thc provisions and accompanied 
hy a young boy of Ban Dcun 1,ck who has. ntl tlouht, heen attracted by the hope 
o r  gaining stlrnc hottlcs. 

I strctch rllyslrlf under 1114' lnvsquitu-net rnountcd on  hamhr)o sticks. We arc 
surrounded by rirc in fronl r1C which thc 1-aotians arc sitting. The); tell l o l~g  
stvrics in ordcr not tt1 l i l t  asleep all at  thc siamc tirnc. Iirom lime to tirnc. onc 
of thum stands up. thrrlws a hundlc of fircwood in lhc blazing infcrno so  that 
his silhouette prtlduucs a diabolical shadow on  thc hizh clumps of bamboo. 
i l lumina~cd hy thc flarncs. But. littlc hy litllc. ~ h c  cries arc hut a murmur. the 
hlares and the torches pale. and T;itigut ovurtakcs our guardians. In thc 
silcncc. thc h'am Pat laps softly . . . . 'I'hen. suddenly. f rom the depths nt- the 
lilrcst. the cry of a ti_rcr on thc prowl shakes rnc with tcrror. A ncighing 
responds 10 it. it comes from rhc grtlup of our horscs left into thc darkness 
some stcps away . . . . T h r  ~igcr-lhc onc of this allcrnoon o r  pcrhaps an- 
other-grabs his victim in a n  iron -jaw! . . . . I shout: 'C:oolics. coolics. l i ~ h t  
tlic fircs. Strir.' Srrrr! ' 



From rhe Mckong to ihc Mcnarn 
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26 Nr~\=em ber 1909 

L l o k  how dawn hlcashcs thc trlps oC thc harnhcnl. A t  thc sanir tiliic. thr nightmarc 
o t  thc dcprcssing pitfalls o C  the d i k n c s s  Pidt  . . . . A long shudder ovcnakcs thc 
fijrcst. The veil oC darkness lcars Imlrc a ~ i d  niclrc arid s u d d t ~ ~ l y  ~ht ' re i5. in the 
hranchcs. a c;lur>phuny of cncs and chi~nts. .4 wild ctrk I;~unchcs first his appcal 
and othrrs rcpcat il i n  the distancr. Thc monkeys from big g i h h n s  halanciny i n  

thc branches of the trees on thcir long. acrobatic arms to  thc. small spccics that 
jump i n  thc crlnipitny of squirn=l> --gr;uc. cry. m=histlc. quaml. l ikc husy pcsls. 
The parrots with their fl;lming fcathcrs clatter thcir kaks .  jahkr .  prcss~ul as 

lish;th 011 wnhhlirlg h a ~ n h j o  hranchcs . . . . thcn. thc strident cricrs' nagging 1;1115 

5ilc1it. thc sharp conccri rlf l i t t lc birds stans q a i n .  with. t u  acrwilpany it. thc 
serious c rn~ ing of tur t1do~-cs.  

Attcr having crtjsscd thu Narn Pat wc Icavc Ban Drur l  I.ck t(1 the right side 
without cvcn sceing it. st) bushy me the cmbi~nkmrnts  hat surmund it. A t  9.30 
a.m. wc scc a h ip  3:illagc. Ball  Muong. t h i ~ l  we cmss quickly even thoush our 
pc.clplc already want to stop i~ i  the shadow of a pagoda. LV: c;mnot yct considcr 
stopping sr) citrly. Two nlorc times. wc cross the Nam Pill. so that. l ikc ycstcrday. 

wc arc. wet up trl thc waist on our hones. The men nn fnd rake a complc~c h t h  
and carry 011 their heads rvcrythinp that thcy usually carry around thcir bells. 

Thc trail is no longer rocky or mountainous l ikc thc first days. hut. it's s ~ i l l  

disiagrccahlr. It'\ cut through a miry soil and oficn c l u t t c ~ d  wi lh  big. L l l c n  twrs  
that our horscs f ind difCicul~j= crossing. From timr: to tinic. onc of thc Lar>ttians 

turns to  the ground and delicately picks up a gill w-=ah h c ~ t l c  that shines i n  a tuft 
of hcrhs. and wi th a dry hitc oC his ~ c c t h  hc du~achcs thc hcad wtiich hc slurp> up 
without bothering about my disgust. t:or an hour we l i>l lowud a y r i t  ricc-lield at 

the end of which is thc big village of hluong h n l  P i t .  In this \-illaye. we find a 

.vtrl[~. i A  sr11~1 sn hip. so clran. so ctlrnfortibIc. h i t  wc cannilt rcsist. just l ikc our 
I w a l  pcoplc. thc dcsirc to  slup hcrc t i l l  ~omom)w. \%''I. w i l l  mike uhe of [hi\ 
sojourn to  whiten our clothes. and to put thc harncssin~ that needs to  bc rcpaimd 

back in order. 

Next to  our .urlri thcrc arc barracks oC Siamcsc soldicrs and cvcn a police room 
which is rather hiram. It's a l q ~ c  cape wi th wcudun bars. Two prisoners 
squatting i n  it tmlay and thcy look at us wi th kindntss. The Siamcsc 11% is hoistcd 
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to rhc top of s long pole. er~x-ted in rhc middle o f t h c  s q w .  Unfonunalcly. we do 
ntw nccJ to scc this red cloth embroidered with a white clcphant. flying in ~ h c  
wind. to know that we arc n o  longcr in French country: the lack of hospitality of 
thc locils imlnediatcly rcniinds us of it. li, all our demands. they answer '&I n ~ i '  
(there is nonu), even thou_eh pigs. chickens. bananas WI' swarming around us. 

We l e aw a1 6 a.m. with a young, lwa l  boy. our Laotian _ruide k i n g  again 
unccmin conccming which direction lo follow. After thrcx. hours of march in a 
horrible jungle. we rc-enter the big forcst by mnning alongside a rivcr. limpid Iikc 
certain torrents in the Alps. At 1 1.30 a.m.. thc guide said: 'Iluai Ncu.' I du not w c  
a single housc. il's only a small clearing at thc d g e  of the river hut. thc situ is 
delightful. Around the clearing. bamboo, teak. and lndian tig-trces mcel. pmrv 
old. rol and Tall, draped until their death with brilliant coats of lianas. the fresh 
pcrlurnl: of which. fighls the rdors of decomposition that are exhaled by the old 
slunips. In this pan  of hc torest there are cspwially kautiful  tcak trees which are 
no1 exploited by lack ol'means for transportation. Our local p o ~ p l e  clear with ~ht ' i r  
machetes ~ h c  area surroundin_r a gigantic lndian fig-tree. IVc slrclch oul under it 
and i t  is a delightful rest of ~ w o  hours in this forest whcrc all lxinss. hit h>= ~ h c  
heat. Kvlm ICI sleep. cxcepr for n swarm ofdiligent humming hccs who have nude 
their nest in thc hollow tmnk of this big wee. 

kp;uturi: at 1.30 p.m. Wc tumble k k  into  he jungle, with the sun straight in 
trclnt of us. covering the trail. An awful afiemtmn it is. with a heavy hcal. We cross 
oncc mure thc Nan1 Pat, thcn a small river of rhc right hank and w c  find ourwlves 
a lmos~  iiinnit.diatcly in rwo villages: LA Cane and Nam Kay. So the forcst seems lo 
k o r n e  morc plpulated. But how trouhlesomt is the crossing of a villagc! 11s 
approach is signaled by a swamp formed by Ihe crisscrossing blot-trails. 
trampled and ripped aparl hp b u f h l t ~ s  in this pcat soil. Thcse trails are invaded by 
young. spiny ham&-shoals that the same lime enclose the prdcnh and rip us 
apan when wc pass by. Finall>: thc villages thernselws are so clut~ercd with 
ciclritus that animals alone march on  the wil. whilc inhabitants use walkways 
mildc. of planks. and fixcd to posts, at  the height of thc huts. 

A1 4.30 p.m.. having lefr rhr last village half an hour kl-~>re. thc r i i~~--a slrtlng. 
tmpical rain-surpriws us so  much the morc disiagrccably hcaus t .  wc have no1 
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envisaged the eventuality of such a storm. the season of th t  rains having long 
sincc finished. Our inquiries indicate that N m  Mi, thc stop-over for tonight. is 
still two hours away. We surrender te-in2 to get them in such a down-pnur. We 
have to E- t rxc  in our steps. unronunately. back to Lam Kay. i . ~ . .  makc a trip of 
half an hour. that has been covcr~xl already. lwhilc thc rain pierccs us and blinds 
our horscs. 

The monasteq of Nam Kay offers us a wct verandah. whose rottzn flrlor with 
holes thrcalcns ar every instant to open hclow us and deposit us in thc foul mud. as 
a rcliryc. We note d 1 y  upon our arrival that the entirc urmtenls of my suiluasc llrc 
dripping wet. 1-uckily. in a zinc trunk art: the intact clothes of my husband. in 
which I dress. shcddin_g my clothes that stick to my skin &cause of thc rain. The 
monks. who usc uur ladder tn cntcr their homc. eazc at us. mockiny our 
cmhmassment without offering. hr: it well undcrsttnld. any help. Ba and Kak 
rcquest. in vain. cgps and chickens in the village. -1huy come hack w i ~ h  four kilos 
of  'paddy' prtlcured at grca p i n s .  Four kilos, for six horses! All nieht long. I 
shiver on my hivc~uac bed which has not been s p x ~ d  by the storm ui~her. 

It is impssihlu to put on my shws this morning. The leathcr shuts that I wxs 
wuzlring. a s  well as the cloth sh tcs  which \vcrc in the suitcasc have k = n  smkcd 
by the rvatcr and are unusahlc. I place my fmt. only covered with socks. in my 
stirrups. Still. I m soon o b l i g d  to pulls these om since they fall in tat~crs. torn up 
by the small. spiny harnhc~l's on the n a m w  trail. Then my Ices bleed. scratched 
by the spikes of these damn trccs. A beautiful sun. already vcry hot. blazes in thc 
mominz light. During thc march. thc horscs serve as ambulant drying sheds. W e  
suspend to their harnessing in rhe most picturesque d i w d c r .  shoes, mattrcsscr. 
and clr>lhcs. 

Aftcr an hour. we find Nam Mi which yesterday wc had imagined IO hc &her. 

At 10.30 a.m.. we SLY IIuai Nam 'Ibn. in thc middle of a rice-held. A p i n  this 
mtjrninp. our I ~ n ~ i m s  wanted to cut short the march. i'c have to insist that they 
should not stop hcrc and continuc to Nam Phy which wc hope to reach at noon. 
It's m awkward mmh because of thc mouting with two convoys of elephants that 
fri2hten our packsaddle horses and throw them with thcir loads in the h r u s h w d .  
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Rccausr horws arc vcry much afraid oielephants. it is impossible to form a mixed 
convoy of clcphmts and horses. Unfortunaluly. at midday sharp. inslead oC find- 
ing Nam I'hy. wc are surprised. in the midst d spiky bamboos hy anoher storm so 
violenl thal we are obliged to stop. ?'his time, the d e v a ~ e d o n  is complctc. My 
clothes which were he~ inn ing  to dry. sprcad out on the horscs. iuc again dripping 
we1 and there is no more reserve whalsr~ever in the zinc trunk. I get down from nty 
h o n c  trl wllrch. on hac feet. for an illusory shelter undcr a big tree. I wan1 to 
prcsirrvc the jacket.  hat 1 put on this morning and which is my lasl piccu that is not 
yct wet. I take it off. place it as a cushion on a Fdllcn trunk and sit on top of- it. 
receiving stoically the shower. At least I can l a ~ c r  put on one p iwc of more or lcss 
dry clo~hing. Our people too wcrc crouchin_g undcr the hrmchcs and we suc- 
ccedcd with trouble to gct them to take care or the horscs. frightened by thc rain 
and by d o u b l e d  blows of thunder. Homver.  the rain stoppcd a bit, courage! 
Let's take hack to the njad in the inunbtcd  lorest. 

IVc arrived at Nam Phy at 1.30 a.m. We did not have to even considcr doing 
another ntatih this afternoon. Stn-aminp with \valur, boih oursclvcs and our 
luggage. at the end of our energy and patience. 1i.c were too happy tto share with 
rhc Siilmesc soidicrs and a Rurmcst: merchant a very bad .sulu. open ton Crour sides. 
~VC' dstl had a grmt hunger. hut. a1.w this timc we could not count on thc lrcal 
resources. -1-hurc was nwonc in the village. 'I'hc men were in ~ h c  ricc-fields and thc 
wonlzn refuwicd to sell any f~nxls1utTbeforc lhcir return. Wc could not buy rnatc-hcs 
and i t  wxx only at four o'clock that we managed to obtain a hrushwocd fire thlrt 

allowed us to warm up a can of rood that lvc ale with bred. s c ~ l i c d  by the rain. W'c 
spent thc nigh1 here. But our night was no1 a night of rcst. We were nhligcd to stay 
awake until 2 a.m. to dry our things suspcndud on barnhwl sticks over thc fin.  ha^ 
we maintained oursclvc5--the coolics pretended t h i ~  they were tno tired and they 
rrtli~scd to stay awakc with us. 

29 November 1!M9 

This is thc 1;tst day of our journey overland. Wc a p p m c h  thc h4cnarli and 
Uttardit.  Wc woke at 4.30 a.m. We lcfi Nam thy during the night, very sluwly- 
because thc horses sropcd along in thc. pmlh nf mud and the rivcrs wcrc stvc)llc.n 
by thc rail1 of  yesterday. When thc sun came up. we had finally lcli thc big forcs~ 
hehind us. Bdore  our eyes thcre was an uncultivated plain. transformed t(Kl.~y inlo 
a swamp. And also the air had no Iongcr the purity. the irrshncss rlClhe air 01.1 .ar>s. 



h--c rcdiscovcrtd. whilc dewcndi~ig tt, the Si ;~~ncsc  plain. the hurllid. ~ r t~p ica l  hcat 
that k l~ txks  d<)wn all ~ouriilge. 

1.i. had a trttuhlcsome lliarch in iwlation. to ~ c t  IO Pang hang Hicn. thc last stop 

kflli-c I'ttmadil. at ntlr)n. l'hcrc was rmlg a small wrlft with a /inc nwf  which h id  
h-cn invaded hy a Uur~nesc uaclvall with ~ h c i r  hulTalcws. M-'ilhuu~ unloilding 1112 
horscs. we nladc a \hurl stop ~hcrc .  The sun 011 the hush\;. sivi-.;ulbp made this 
unhualthy rt,ttcnncss s~nokc.  But what ;I n ~ m v c l o u ~  hunting gmunJ. rhis swamp 
was! Under our i ~ ~ t .  wild cocks and pci;lc(~-ks appa rcd  from c\-.crq. tuft mid they 
t~~clk  wing in thc sun which irrsdia14 thoir gold and clrlemld frathers. Lir~iclnu- 
natcly. it was rcally ttn) h d  to hu111 and ~ h c  rifflc would haw rrmainud in thu 
lugyiagc had I IOI insist~ul on having unu of thc white xquirrcls that populate the 
isoli~ted trws hen.. We uollcct ~ h c  p o r  littlc thinp. whost  lons bushy ~ai1  culorcd 
crramy whitc. rvas staincd with hlrml. I \vould likc ttr, cunwm-r thc fur. hut will I 
tw aahlc to. withoul Ir)rni;lld~-hyde to act ;t\ a disinlcctant. 1:h;illy by 4 p.m.. at  the 
e d ~ c  rlf a sandcd ricc-ficld. we rvcm ;II thc hordcr ot- the Menam which is hen: a 
calnl river. ahout a kilomctcr widc at  the most. quite differcot in appiuiincc. with 
its hluc watcm so  clear ill conIrast tc~  it^ ~nuddy and sinister bmlhcr the Mckc~ng. 

Alas! This rivrr was dcscrtcd with the cxccption of a shed in which thc huWilucs 
oC thc caravans are Ir~adcd. bur. all ;~lonp rhc right hank. the houws of l Jumdi r  
pmss forward against a hackground of srwncr);.. We had hecn spotted: barges with 
flat bc>~tltc~ms apprtmuhcd us md helped us to cross thc rivcr wilh our people and 
our luggage whilc the hones  escortcd us. by swimming across. Thcn wc climbed 
thc cmhmkmcnt which. whilc twins less high ~ h m  that of the Mckong. is witness 
to impclnant fltwlds and thew wr: wcrc in a populous strcct pariilcl to thc rivcr. 
lincd hy shnps. Wu fell xs isolated xx in the torrst tx'c'ausc n r h d y  waited 1-or us. 
although thc I:rc~~ch consulate in Sangkok had in1i)rmrd thc suvcrnor of Uttaradit 
of cwr prnhahlc arrival frw 29 Novrmtwr. a s k d  for thc srrltr. 

W-c rvcrc hmuphl b a p to r  pla~fonn in  thu brctczc which rvc found totally 
unworthy of a large ccntcr likc IJnmdit .  hut. with which we had to k content 
provi?;ionalIy. N'e sprcad r)ur hlankrts like folding screens to isolate clurselves 
from indiscrccl boys who werc hcuoming inlcrestrd in thc presence OC forcigncrs 
and who c l i m k d  thc ladder of thu platform. KaP was palavrring in a grcjup and 
suddet~ly hc. shourod t r ~  us that w r  ivcrc not at all in Murjng 1;thraclit. but in a 
suburb. s w n  01- oulskifl. that we hiha to ?el hack on thc hrmrs. to Collow the rivcr 
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for anothcr ~ w o  or thruc kilometers lo arrlve I I I  the city itcclf. I hni\tc.d ~ n v \ ~ l f  
with nu^ milch courage. eninciated, i n  my saddlc ancl we Icft. u ~ i ~ l i  iln i~rn~lsctl 
c w n  of boys. The suhurh's street w:~.; long. \w-y lorig. and c<pcci;llly r t  seetncd 
unending to me hecaurc of my h t i ~ u c  ant1 hccausc nf 11ic \ r i l l  ccorchin~ hc:~[. 

At a turn, wc nclticctl a smiill man. dresscd in  royal blue silk. shocs. socks. .srrrnpnt 
and jackct. running tow:~rds us. I-lc was very apologetic. smiled ant1 cxcuscrl 
Iiimsclf. I t  was Ihc yovcrnor of Uttaradit, moreover lie was :I Iicu~cnant-cc)loncl of 
the Siamese Army. Thc convcrsntion hegiin rather troublesome with Ko& as r h ~  
intermediary. It seemed rhnt our arrival was only nnnt~ilnccd for tomorrow. This 
cxplainctl rhc :ib:~ndonrncnl in which we had heen lcft jtlst now. 'Rut I havc 
i~lrcacly taker1 care of you.' said thc Fnvcrnar. 'your Iiousc nwuits you. I will lake 
you therc myself.' 

We Ibllowrd Iiini. I tlid not Icnvc my poor, hall-dc:~d hnrce and I rcnlircd th:1t my 
companions ofkrcd a distorted version of I'rcnch elcg:~ncrc to thc people of 
Uttnradit. Our clothe\ were dirty ancl torn. Tlic prrcn lining of my roupcc of cork 
sole had nln on the white cloth of the exterior. Next to lhis not:~hlc, all plitrerinp 



like a 1,ouir; X V  nohlcman who 11:~ forgt~tren hi.; wig, my v;~g;thon(l-likc yet-up 
nchamccl tnc. 

Thus wc arrivcd ;I[ the cclpc o f  thc rivcr. Thcro W:IS oilr hoilsc! 1 noricctl rlicn ~hn t  
1 had not : ~ t  all understoocl thc lay-(lilt o f  this city. I t  dirl not Ic~ok likc anv otht'r 
that I hacl socn so fxr. Rchind the l o n ~  strcct which wv passed and which 
consisted oS Chinusc workshops, thcrc was. on t l i r  hordcr of [tic <lrc;lrn, %rill 
another line of houses which. the Siamese inhnhited by preference. Strictly 
spc:~king, thcsc arc not I~ouscs. hirt rather flo:~tinp huts on rarts, linkrtl l o  rhe 
h;inks hy passnpcw:~ys. 

l'hc Siamese arc. even hctter friunds o f  thc water than orhcr pcoplcs o f  Indochinn. 
The Menam, which in Si;lmesc. I,aos i s  sewn hy rapids. has fmni Lltt:~r;ldi~ to thc 
sea, hut a very calm course. Conscqucntly, i t  is much more suitable than the 
Mckong to serve as a route h r  pcnctr:ltiny thc intcrior. and it is for this rc;rsnn that 
i t  h;ls long hccn thc only road linking thc North o f  Siatn to the capital Bangkok. 
Naturallv. thc inh:~hitan~s scclki~ip to establish thcnlselvcs as closely ils possihlc to 
[his m:ttl. h:tvu found nothing hcttcr than 10 constnlct houscs on rafts. I t  was in one 
of tlicsc amusinp houses thi~t we woi~ l t l  live. Pnrtitirrns niade of nl:lts divide i t  in 
thrco scctions, further sub-clividcd as desired hy Solding screens in bamboo. At the 



In 1,nos and Sililn 

front, t'ncinp thc Strenni, thcru was a long vcr:lndah rnildc of planks nntl through 
which onc could 5cc thc \trcam 

Thi\ hlue water, on which I nll-nort walked. attr:lctcd mc and I Tat clown a1 thc edge 
rrl'thc worrrlen floor of the verandah. my legs hnthcd in the piwe river. without nnv 
concrrn. even for rlcccltl'itl cmcotlilcc-the Mcnarn is pnpuli~tcd by theni-that 
could ?nap them up in pa\cinp. An incrcdthlc \cn\c of well-being camc over me 
during thrq rest in the frel;li \h;iclc of ;i light roof, once our dcrtinilt~on, tlrtaradit. 
which we had nimcd nt g e t ~ i n p  to for the paqt eight di~ys. had hccn reached. 

Ncvcrthelrss my stoni;~cli nlso h:ls its wants. Sincc 3 ; ~ . t i i .  in tho morning . wc h;l(l 
onlv h:id scmc tca upon our  dcpnrtore. :lnd sotile snndwichos with liver-paste at 
P;rng Nang Ilicn.-'Quickly Ra g o  to tllc market. thcrc must hc n rni~rliet hcrc. 
Ruv what you want: mc;lt. c y ~ s .  fresh fish. l'ruirs, hcoausc I want to have a gcrcd 
dinner tonight. Quickly. rlltickly!' Rut 133. hc too, was tirccl. 1tlctc:ld of p o i n ~  to 
the markct, hc bought rln the hank ;IS closc :IS possihlc some spoilctl fish. I t  wns 311 
that hc brought with him topether with some pork far-no fruits. n o  eggs. no 



Fmm rhc Mcknng to thc Mcn:lni 

vegetables! I will noi li:~vc tonight [he me:d of l~ucullus hy which 1 wiintcd t(1 

c.clnipcnsatc thc priv:itions orcighr clays in thc hrcst. Lst rnc hc wrll i~ndcrstood. 
the h ivoi~:~~ '  hcds still scrvcd as beds. The Siamcsc. likc rhe Laotians. ils well as tho 
Ann:~mitcs. slccp without hl:tnkcts, strctchcd OLII on 1n;lts. So. toniyht. I slcpt all 
dressed zipin. We had to descend fiilrthcr down, towards Bangkok. tn rcdisoovcr 
this prcciclus piece of western furnitr~rc: a gout1 bet1 niaclc up will1 whitc shccts. 
Wc h;~vcn'r hacl one since I'aklay. 

30 November 1909 

This morning. I was il litrlc scarcd to find clur lodgings invndcd from thc early 
hours hy a grtxtp of messy people, with sinis~cr hearings. All the Siamese h:lvc 
there hard. h n ~ t ; ~ l  filccs. The ones we encoi~nterctl horc shouted a lot, Jostled. 
rnanipu1:ltcd harpoons and gaffs. Then I felt my light house glide into rhc wntor. 
jerkily. I suspcctcd sonit. hat1 trick of hostile locals. IInwcvcr, i t  was not. Ka6 
cxplaincd to me that the wnler level li:~cl rcccdcd last night. Our house w:~s hog~ct l  
down and rhc govcrnor had sitnply given orders to sci i t  afloat again. 



Thcrl. 1 wcnl for a w-;~lk in thc H I ; ~ ~ ~ C I I I \ ; I C ' C  which w i ~ s  11cIr1 ~ U ~ I C  3 d i s l i ~ ~ ~ ~ i '  lrom 
otlr htu~lic. at thc cnri oi ttrc loup litrcct  ha! wc had follrlwcd \--c~tcrrla!:. 'rhu 
l;trml\tufl's srdd hcw ;Ire thc ~ ~ 1 1 1 ~  i l ~  i l l  thc 111ill.lrct i l l  1.uang-kihiing. I t  is 
incrcdihlc ;dl t11i11 wc call buy in this ~narkct  l-r>r rlnc rrif-hilrclly tu=o l -n '~~cl~  
ccntirn~.a'-in \:c~clahlcs ;ulJ Inca1 I-mits. 111 thc C'hincsc shops we diwovcrrd lliu 
stranycsl ashort~ncnt of F,urr>pc.;rn grlrds. wilh nlildcwcd lakls .  Thcsc. prtdttctr 
hear thc I1;llnc.s ot' t ~ ; ~ d i ~ l =  II~ )LISCS ot' Livcrplrll o r  I;rnnkfu~r. rnri.1~ of Frcnch 
tradi11g lir~t~scs. 

IV' had hrtju$~t R;I to scr\-c ;IS i111~1-pn.tcr in ttlcw sl~clph. Hrjwcvrr. although hc 
knrnvs ;hi. C'hili'sc I;~n;?u;l~c uscd i l l  C'.lnton. hc. drxs  11ot undcrshnd thc diali.c.1 
usrd hy the Chincsi: c>C Sia111 at i111. 11 is no1 suiilcicn~ to spcak C'hincw to 
cr>rl~n~unic;llc w i ~ h  all thc Chirrssr. The. dial~u-ls arc s o  nu~ncn>us  hat. from 
1)rtn--incc ti) province. thc inhabi~;~nts cannot u~ldcrst;~nd thu spthcn languyc  
arnon? thc.111sl.lt-cs. Only thc c11;lr;tctcrs of thc writing. k w p  thc sunic ~nuaninp 
cvcrywhcrc. and wrvc the sociill relations. Since H3 drxs  IIOI read C'hincsu. h r  
could not he of any help In u>. 

Thc 11%-r-o cr)lnnlunicaticn~ lirlrs oC I!tl;lr;~dit. i-c.. thc strca111 ilnd the slrcul 0 1 1  ~ h c  
lanrl. arc huth \.cry anin~atcd. hut in diCTcrcli1 ways. On thc strcihnl. thcrr. is a silcnt 
anirnatio~l uf h a r p  [hilt do not. in any wily. dctract Cram ~ h c  wrcnity oC thc blue 
rivcr. 111 thc mcrchmt Illled strcct. there is ;I pra~tling rrnd busy lifc anlund thc 
shops. Nc\:crIhcluss. hcrc and ~hcrc .  e large grccn spacc. mowcd a s  an English 
lawn. isuli~tcs rhc public buildings: the arnly barracks. the posr ofice. ctc. . . . . 
I!l~ar;tdit givcs ~ h u  inlprcssion of hci11g ;In impoman1 conlmcrcial ccnlrc. Nk wcrc 
vcp- surprised to find it so clc,sc LO thc savilgc rcgion  hat we had jusl urosr;cd 
~ h r o u ~ h .  II will cvcn pruspcr morc when thc r a i lwq  lint: [hill is k i n g  cr)nstructc.d 
all alrli~g thc hlrnalll. 10 link 13angktlk with C:hiangi~iai (Siamcw U p ~ r  L ~ o s ) .  
will rcijch il. Uccause ~ h c  Iiovcrnmeut of Bangkok. we11 adviwd by Eumprans. is 
actively in\.olvl.d in havillg thr railways Fnetralc all 01- Siam. Whilc in French 
1.aos arc only 31 the trial-and-trrr~rs slagcs. the Sii~mcsc railways an: hilly in 
cxploi~ation and expand cvcry ycar. 

I h i s  111r>r11in~. ( ~ u r  hclvc 1.mtianr Icfi us tr, rcturn to Paklay. I h c y  h a w  kiswd our 
clothus. Ihcy havc touuhrd thcir hcads !r> ~ h r  floor nrits O F I ~ C  houw and they have 
p u ~  thcil- hi~nds r>n thcir hciuis in this huautiful ~ c s t u n .  of rcspzct which coavcys 
smd-hyc. I'hcn. I saw ihcrn ilisappar. triljliny thcir horws which limped a hit. 



Thc Fovernor h:~s ohtainccl ii vcsscl li)r us and tlic n;lrsmcn. for Ibr~y t icvtls (:tho~~t 
scvcn~y francs). prolni.;cd lo tratisport 11s \vithin ttirce days 1 0  Pllitsi~nulokc wlicrc 
wc will lint1 :I Si:~rncsc boat-scrvicc to cori~inile tlic dcsucnt of rhc Mcn:~m. 

C)ne mnrc nipllt. tllc ycntlc. IIOLISC rocks 11s i~ntler ~ h c  light sway of Ihc whispering 
w:ltcrs. 



Chapter 5 

The Descend of the Menam and Bangkok 

The boat on which wc are goin2 to Icavc Utraradit to descend thc Mcnml to 
Phitsanuloke is at our cr)mmand. Itk a rathcr big vessel -tcn meters long by about 
Iour mcters wide--arran_eed in thc manncr of  thc small .simrp(ltis of Cochinuhina. 
i-e.. thc cenlral part is crwercd ivi~h a more or Icss semicircular rcwf of bambon 
lattiw-wr~t-k. This forms a cradlc. 1.50 meters high in its highest part. and in 
which we arc comyx-1Ld to hcnd to bc able to move around. No  wi~ldows: two 
dtn~rs. one rlC which Ic;ads to ~ h c  platform in fnmt wcrr. our oarsmen arc instnllcd 
undcr a Clat roof. thc other to  thc r c x  platform which scrves a s  ~ h c  kitchc~i tijr 
them. The ncc-cssity tr l  leave rhcsr two ~ ( H H S  open to havc air and lizht. obliged us 
to  live completely under thc scnlriny of the Siamese. i\k felt they werc. if not 
h r ~ t i k .  ;lr lcast mrxlkins. 1:rorn timc to timc. their laughter and thcir ~ i k s  
iuouwd. from a h v r  rlur heads, a11 echrl from a big Siarncw womau who. in thc 
kitchen. while supervising the ctmking p ~ t  containing ricc and perling thc ucgeta- 
hlcs. mancuvcred ~ h c  rudtlcr with a simple push of hcr I~K. 

bVc passcd the heltcr part ot'thc day w a t d  near the oarsmen. watching thc rivcr- 
banks glidc by. Villages. bathing in thc stwarn. altcmatc with fisheries whcrc they 
scll us an cxuellent fish with pikc mrat. Big sut~tpt~t~s.  Im~king alike ours. crosscd 



or ovcncndi us. Thu X:lcnam. so clear arid so lilll of pcoplc along 11s c.hccrfully 
adorned h11l is crlvcwd with ctruo11111 and banalla trccs. call5 tr) mind Ic\s and luss 

thr muddy. wild and dcwncd I!ppcr Meko~lg. S ~ i l l  the dcscc~id of (hc waters. at 
prcscnt. allow:. n>win;?-bo~ts rmly on this slrc.lch o f  1111. ri\  cr. Howc\.cr. a1111rj>t ill1 

ycar round. t l i r  rivcrinc life ic tlintr~yctl by launches tliat dcxi'cnd rcpulurly h r n  
I!W;lradit in a Jay's time. withoi~t pmhlcrns. 

:I1 1 p.m.. thc men nlrwrcd thc .srrltll>ilrt in front of ;1 group oC ht~uscs and signatcd 
that w-c \vould pass thc night thcrc. l h r i l l ~ d  to cxcapc from our I')rl;~~i~lg giiol and 
curious lo o p n  up this curtain oC trws 011 the hanks. we ju111pcd on thc rmhank- 
111~111. 11's a dcccption! Al icr  wrnc sugar-cant liclds. thc crops cc;tw. Thew is onl! 
silt and the jungle Ir t t .  Somc i l ~ l ~ l p ~  of trees cmcru,c hcrc and thcrc. On tllcsc 
trccs. in thc loncli~~css of thc cvcning. thc turllcdovcs utw. tcndcr birds that oou 
ilnrls at al l  Ia~itudcs. in all clirna~cr. as nluch in the oascs ol-the Sahara as ~II ~ h c  
junalcs of Asia. A rifle shox dmppcd ~ h c  closcst pair !o the ground. bur. il \via?; 

i~npossihlc for us to I r lc~Ic  this small prnc  amidst an undcrgrow~h twrl r~~i'tcts 
high and ill thc midst o f  which we trnl had k)sr our way. 

Thcn wc wen1 to the villagr I(I try to buy a duck. Al;i?;! Thc wurncn ofrhc Mcnam 
n=crc not more hospilahlc 111;ln thosc of ~ h c  for~si. Only. instcad of the 'bo itli' 
which was thc usual wsponhc 01- Lhc sauagcs (11- rhe Siarncsc  par^ of Upper Ims. 
thcw here they said ' r r r t ~ ~  trri.' in thc dial~x-t ol-the country this ~~lciarls exactly thi. 
xiiliw thing: 'l'hcrc arc~l't any'  Ncvcrlhclrss a tlotilla OC ducks was tc~mpling 
around ia the mud! 

IIxdly any incidsn~ hrt~ke thc rnonolony o l  (he morniny. Thu watch wcrc \--re- 
1ctw. the oarsmen were so disinterested in our h a t  and the huge coi>li had sent st) 
llialiy distmctcd 101: pushes to thc ruddcr. tllilt tvc wcrc s t r d c d  ral a mud hank. 
Thcrc wcrc cxulamations of ~ h c  rowers who thrcw thc~nwlvcs intrl ~ h c  water. 
pushed. pu lkd  ar ~ h c  hargr and set her frcu again ;liter hall' an hour rll-ctlon. Whcn 
they came hack ahlard. they wcrc a?; n~uddy as the hufl';ll(rs i11 the paddy Ciclds. 

By 5 p.m.. thrrc waa a plcasanl surprise. we iound a real. v ~ q -  ppulous. vcrq' ac~ivc 
city. As far as thu cyc cuuld scc. the houses hupged the hordcr ofrhc riucr. cut across 
by laonchcs a11d hundrcds of  small brx~ts It)i~dcd ~ = i t h  people and pods. prcwntrd 



Thc l)cscc~i~I of- thc ~ I L . I ~ ; I ~ I  and R ; ~ ~ y k o k  

iVc now- I I ; ~  lrl look hlr ~ h r  Siamusc I;~unch Illat wr.ould b r i n ~  us l r j  l'ak~l;l~li l 'h~.  
thc irtual t'rrninal elf IIIC ~.ailivay linr Illat ~ K ' S  all ~ h c  i\:i;ay lo  Bangkok. A ~ ~ o n g  all 
thcsi. 1auncl1r.s. whcru is oun'.' Ilrxs slit Ic;l\.c. lo~lir)rl.t>w'.~ \Vc OIII? knoiv ~II;II thcrc 
is a srm-icr <\=cry two days. K3i' ii1vcs1iy~1cd the lnatlcr Lor ;I long 1i111c with thu 
I (~-a l  ~lcoplc. hut. IIC could 11ol I1;111sl;ltc t h c ~ r  answers. Fillally u-c Ic;irncd th;lf 
~ h c r c  an. two Iin~lisl1 lncciical drj~-tors who live in t'hilsa~l~~lolic. [.st'\ scc thc111. 
111ayk the* Eurcjpcilns can u~lrlcrstand 11s twttcr. l h c y  ;~rc vc.5 iio- rln thc nctd 
lh31 iolltlws thc slrcarn and 011 which large huilci ir~~s i l l  w t ~ d .  surn>undsd by 
lawns -army barr;lcks. ~ h u  post c>lTificc. ctc.-arc htrdcl.ing. Siarltrsc soldisrs ndc 
or1 lllis hcautil'ul road with saddle htlrscs. The contrilsl bctivt.c.c~i the ~ o p l c ' s  lifc 
that had rrclltaincd s o  prinli~ivc and this wcstcrn lilt: I ~ ; I I  is scubing to cntcr with its 
Eunlpxdn s tyk  army and its riiilivay liac. comp1utl.d upto hcrc. w i ~ s  striking. 

1-he doctors livcd in a plcilsant ctjtlagc in a hig garden. Alter thc intnducticlns 
ivcrc n~arlr  wirh much difficulty due tn our i~~sufficicnt kilowledgu of the llnglish 
I;~nguayc. we undcrstord that wc wcrc with i\lllcricm missjonarics (11- the Angli- 
can Church' who had cumc to prcach in Phitsi~nulokc. armcd with diplomas of 
rlrlctor ill nlcdicinc which lhcy uwd to gain the confidence tlf ~ h c  locals. Thuy 
livcd herc with their wivcs. blond and gracious A111cricans. and two hcautiful 
hahius. Without ul~dcrsbndiny what iw wanted from ~henl .  they spontaneously 
oiTr.rcd us l(dgi11gs and supplies. \:'c rrlirsed politely but rcgrcutxi havinz donc 
so. hcausc.  his shcllcr would ccnainly have k e n  much Inon. ctm~fonahlc than 
thr hargc. 

There ivc wcru. thnnvn h c l i  illto Ihc nishl in scaruh c11-that Simncsc launch abut 
which the Arnurical~s had k c n  able to prtwidc u> with prcci>r infornration. 
\Yc had to cross the big river in a f r y -  h ~ t .  thcn we ffollowcd the long strctrl on  
~ h u  othcr hmk ivllich is rhc co~nmcrcial quarlcr. Pushed hy rhc busy Chinsw. wc 
mat-hcd and m ~ c h c d  on this ~ ~ n c n d i n z  quay. 1:iinally. then- was ~ h c  wry smiill 
launch. all black. wc wachud it. grr~pinp around in thc dark night which was barlly 
lit by ~ h c  smokiug candlc-c.ild3 of [he barges. 

Firs1 of all. it was valisl;tc~ory to learn thilr shc would Icavc tomorrtlw. Kai. 
discussed thcccmditions of !he passay .  Thc pricc. wah nlinimal. but. ~ h c r c  was only 



In [-a05 and Siitrn 

onc class. r\?cn;-oiic W ~ S  il hridgc passs~~gcr .  Kcvt.rthcless. on rhc uppcr bridge. I 
nr>ticc.d a small cabin. the only onc on thc h;r. and I rcyucstcd thc Siarnc?;ccapt:~in 
10 let mc I I~IVC thc plcnsurc to use it. V~ol only did he rcft~sc hut h t  warned nlc t h ; ~ ~  
thc usc cll-tht- upper bridgc was prtlhibitcd Ir) IIIC sincc 1 3111 i~ W O I I ~ ~ ~ I I .  -!-his h r i d ~ c  
was rcscrvcd f t r  nlcn. 1 shtjuld not..iust like 11ic Siamese wtllllcn. lcavc thc jtccrayc' 
bridsc. by l n l t  of whitli 1 would irri~atr. thc pl~~. \ -   he spir i~s)  whrl. out ol- 
vcngcilncc. wrll~ld sink thc brx~t. This slccragc hridgr was il closet in frt111t. lower 
still than the cahi~i  or-our h i ~ r y :  il WLK tnnly one mclur high. I Irm!  can one adapl 
nncsclC I(> this for two day> if-r~nc dews no1 haavc the dislr~;ltcd legs uC ~ h c  yclbw 
worncn who arc i lccu~tu~ncd after ~ c ~ i t u r i c s  01- atavis~il 10 living on all fours! WC 
insisted. wc ihru i~~rncd lo ct>mpl;iin wirh thc guvcrntlr. thr s ruhh~rn  niulc siniply 
rrturtcd: 'The governor sc)\-.cms the city. I zrwcrn n1y  boa^.' Miistcr 11cwt to God . 
. . . .or ht tcr .  rlest to rhc /J / I \ -S .  this strmgu >;hilor nliiy v u r  wcll knc~u: boa- to 
mancu\:cr with il stcam-boat. he doc> no1 seem marc civi1i;rr.d to mc than thc 
l a r ~ i a r l  ol-Vicrl~janc who ruarchcd litr thc pl? thx n~;tdc the Iir C;r.tr~lrlii.r.c, run. 

3 December 1909 

I'rtm thc rarly morning our omllren c-rnntluutcd :dl> at-rrl~s thc city to cnlbarl; on 
tho launch. We had wen very littk uf Phitsanuloke yrsttrrlay evening. thc nisht 
had caught 11s by sl~rprist  IrHl carlp This rnorni~~g though. iw discovcrctl in the 
ercencr); rm thc 11.1.1 hank. thc dome or a ruined l t n r  which had Ills[ its g~lt.  Thew 
cities of the North of S i a n ~  p)sscss sonic mcmcntr, oC an old splcntiour t h a  they 
h a w  ncvcr regained hinuc thc Burmcsc dcv;lsti~tcd thcm (1766) and sincc ~ h c  
ct~ristructic~n of Ban$ob has taken away thcir sipifil-ancc. 

Thc captain gcnerrjusly ;illultcJ. in  the slccragc hridgc nt- thr launch. a squarc of 
two mcters by ~ w o  for us and our l uzyap .  I had my bivouac hed rnwntcd in it. 
Iindinz it morc. convc~~ient  to live lying drlw~i than trl livc sq;qu;ittcd like thr lrwal 
fijlk. Blankets. hung up a s  curtains. hclpcd us once again lo isolate oursclvcs fn)m 
our nciehhors. thc Sia1ne.w uavclcrs. who piled up ctn thc steerage bridyc in an 
an~usjng. brightly colorcd f l ( ~ - k  of shawls. hccausc. thc shawls of I.aos arc also 
the f inhim in Siam. Ciowevrr. thew Siilmcsr: wtlmcn did no1 wciir them arrlund 
thcir nccli?;. thcy rnllcd them as  a k l t  h l r n  rhc waist Ir) thc anlipits. Iri~ving ~ h r i r  
x m s  and their shooldcrs naked. Instcad of thc loinclorhs. o r  the I ~ r ~ t i a n  virre. thcy 
had thc . v c r t r ~ ~ ~ ~ r  rlf thc men. On the u p p r  bridge which is forbidden fur mm the 
male passcnacrs wcrc. installing ~~C ' I I IFL ' JVCS.  T h t  launch picked them up ilnd 



Tlic rlcsccncl o l  thc Mcnam and Bangkok 

llroppccl thcm ntl' during numcrous stop-nvcr\: pcn\ilnts going from village to 
vill:~gc. ~r;~vcling rnonks w ~ l h  lhcir qervants who carricd Ihc howl for ;~lm\, all 
hn~\licd agninct my hcrl wirh rheir lket whon (hey clirnbed and dc\ccntl~cl. 

Thc atrcnni was rvcn tnorc anim;~ted than ahovc Phitsanulokc. This is hccat~sc 
many Inunchcs src;lni i ~ p  the currcnt. uspccially launches fli:~t tr;~il trains of lour. 
five. six  linked .vrrmpc~rrs. Some weeks from now, when Ihe railway line. p:~rallcl to 
tlic strcam. will bc opened fclr husincss. i t  will no doubt adrl to her profit some of 
thic :~ctivitv. 

Thc ho;tt set otl'undcr :I gloomy sky and soon 3 finc rain started 10 fall. We were 
nhllgerl to scrccn off Ihc steerage deck with canvac so th;~t wc did no1 evcn hnvu 
the view or the river na n distraction. The small Sinrnece worncn, who no ilouhr 
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wcrc ;~lst, hrwcd. clrjscly wiltchcd us trcm khind thc cul~ains 01- co\:r'~.s. l;rt)m 
rinw to lime. yellow fingers slid i~ltt) il slit and UIIJ~;~L'!~L'II. to  invcstigiltc our ~tlilkc- 
up arlirlcs: a flask. 3 hairbrush. a shaver. 

%!c rcilchcd P3kllillIl I'ho at 5 p.111. Thcrc W;IS l l r )  nlclorinp brirlp. I h c  lau~lch 
drt1ppc.d thc anchor 501111' dist;lnc'c away fr t~nl  Ihc 111udrly bank. and it  was 
instill~tly sum>undcd by hxgss that quickly di?;;~ppi.arcd with the Si;lmcsc paswn- 
gers. without ilgrccin? to takc us. Cjur smi111 c-cll~~pallions sailcd cofi' c;lckling. 
jtunlping drlxv~~ into thc hargcs splashinp ;lhout in thc nirld and in the w;itt'r r ~ p  to 
lhcir k~icc> to reach thc bank. Onc of thc Ciliy h a r p  that wcrc in sight must h k c  
us: ivc saw thcm palavcri- without rc?;~~lt. I h r iny  halt ~ I I I  hour. m=c shot~tt'd. wc 
shrlkved a sil\=cr i i c r~ l  ~ h i c h  rcpruscnts tcn timcs thc pncc to h r i p  u\ ;~shorc. but. 
lhcsv p o p L  ivcn: too happy Ir> hother ahout the Frcnch in trouhlc. A h a r ~ c  that 
had ucntuwd in tllr vicinity of rhc. launch was ~ a h n  by surprisu as kvc h :~i  jumped 
in i1~1thclri~3tivcly colnpclling its clwncr to lakc rlown rln ~ h c  h;lllk. a muddy 
cmb;mkmcnt sn s l i p p y  tlrat you ivould thi~ik -ou wcrc w-alking o n  icc. 

The night amved ilnd the crdd rain whirh st>;llic.d our clrlthcs W ; I ~  >till falling. 
Who have wc hcrc! . . . . 111 thc darkncss wc ssturnhlcd or1 a f-.un,pcan. It wa:, a 
German. an enginccr of thc rililjl~a's and S ~ I I C C  wc could lalk in his Ianguegr. hc 
hclpcd us our rlf our prr>hlrnls. W c  ctluid Iind ;it thc statio~l. i~ transpired. a wilitin? 
room which ivc could tccupy for thc night. 

- .  I he sfatic~n was a w c ~ t d c ~ ~  shack and thc rtmm that we wcrc prrlpowd ==as 
dcplorablc! In the ct~rncr of the building. thc disjointed wrmdcn planks closcd h~r i ly  
and the wind and rain blew through it. Thc only Furnitun. was a nasty pallet. a straw 
mattrcss cm which solllr filthy h l m k e ~ s  had hccn thn~wn.  It was written that 1 would 
t rawl all thc way to Bangkok without being ahlc to cnjoy a bcd. withrlut k i n g  able 
to shcd my clothcs to slecp. After a cold dinner cr>nlposed of ~ h c  last of our canncd 
ftw)d. we strc~chcd out on straw m;ittrcss. shivering cjfhunliditp nun ihd  with cold 
Cn)m the winds that blew ~hrough the rtwjm. listening to thc rntmnin and crraliing 
of' the planks hcausu  11ow it was a rcill storm t h a ~  r a p d  nutsidc. 

5 December 1%) 

1 lcft P;~knam Pho this morning without rqrc ls .  In the clcamuss of ;in overcast 
sky. it did not sccrl~ any morc wclcomin~  than ill Ihc stormy nizht. Whilrvc5 m d  



Tllu Dcscc~id of t l ~ c  Mcnam and Ranskok 

all \om of pn~visiunirl hui l r l i l~~s  in planks s p i l c d  thc landscap. t;u~iiing launchcs 
hlacLrnc.d thc. river. I t  was thc al~ilnation without thc picturcsquc char:~cter ~i the 
cnJ of ;I rdilway line fillcd with xrap hcaps. 

Hi~ppy ICI thc ptxe launch continue thc dewend oCthr hienam without us. wc uscd 
~ h c  m r w c  agn'c~hlc and bstcr r;lilw=ay. This til~ic thc h ~ d  J i ~ y s  m=cw ucrtai~~ly o\.cr and 
in cflixt. this train. ctl~lsiderine it's a train in ~ h c  Fiu East. was not devoid of ctmfort 
milh its wilh cumdt>lli and its clastic benches. Wc would LIVC hclicv~ul lhat we 
wcrc on somc smdl  line in I'ranw had our trawl ct>~llj)crnir)ns not lumishsd thc. k r i ~ l  
r t) lo~irin~.  In our co~nprtmunt h c r c  WAS h e  Filllily r~t-a Sian~esc princc rctumir~g to 
Bangkok after a joumc); to the cities ~ h c  North. CWw cut. gray hair. and with a 
distin~uishcd and intcllipcm displsilion. the princc \vow a jackct cut in Eun>pxm 
stylr. hul. he a l w  wnrc a S ~ ~ I I ~ M I I  of violel silk. black M K - ~  and vamishcd shcwl; ~ = i t h  
hucUrs. NIC princess had cclvcrcul htr bust with a white. vtry f ine  riiirslin shir~. 
iidorncd with Iiicc. which barely c.r,vc.d hhcr shoulders and her arnls. undcr a hluc 
shawl. Her s t ~ t t t l x ~ t  trousers WCK light. blue. Much 1110rc than her hush~nd.  shu hid 
rctainud the Oricnhl ; ~ . . ~ c t .  Itifit. she was hidct>us hccausc hcr lips {pen in a vilc 
way. la1 and drtnlping. rcdy to n~eivc thr hctcl shag. and ~ h c n  her manncrs were 
surrrly thnw r)l' her mce. whcn it pa hot at I1 a.m. and shc li.11 Ihc n ~ w l  10 lakc a 
siexta. shc pull~ul her Icgs undcr her. squatted and myas. in her s1~r.p. hut a smilll p ~ c k e t  
of~ncrnkrs s ~ x k c d  on thc X-~C'~I. Their son is a chap  he sizc of a French child (11- tight 
ycars o r  age. dreswd liku hix lilthcr. with a br>wlcr hat rrating on his rim and 
carncstly sn ioki~~g a vcn: big cigaar I1 scvrns that in Siam all childrc~i smrlkc. 

Thc train al~i~c>?it continuously f ~ l l ( ~ w c d  the siream and stopped in IOWII> bathing 
in thc watcr+,ld towns with ruins with thc sanic origins as in Phitvanulokc. 
~ l h c w  arc i ~ ~ p b u r i .  and especially Ayurhii~. the old capital of Lhc kingdom. -1hc 
countryside always deserted. cxccpt for thc im~ncdiate cdgcs of the strcani 
~ = h i c h  were undcr ricc pluidy: l 'hc Sianicse arc too la1.y tn cultivate this hugr 
vallcy which is thcdo~nain of wild clcphants. junslc here. forest thcrc. as (;a as thc 
hori~l11 which is hunlnwrd in by the ~llountains oC Kclrit. 

At 2 p.m.. f3;m_rkol! 4 rcal train-statinn, numcrcms rickshaws. and wmc car- 
riages. one c~f which brings us to a hotel . . . .A quick lunch. installing cwrsclvcs in 
a furnished nnjm of rcal hcds and while hlankcts. with finc mosqui~o-nets against 
cspcciillly ~ i n y  mosquitocls . . . .and then. do not ask 01-mc any nlorhc trials. I wish 
hut clnr thin:: 10 rcst ii long tililc. a timc . . . . 
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\Vc haw hctn in l3angkr)k for Ibur day!,. wait in^ for the IlonuL a illail-hoar html 
Saip11. a-hich will bring us hick lo  Ct~hinc l i ina  by sca. I'hr wiiiling hcrc will 11111 

he hrwing. l'hcrc arc tw many things that sust;lin our attrntiol~. anlusc our syc> in 
this great city where civili/.ations mix. where raws stu111hlc u p n  each rwhrr. 
cvce -  nation lighting to acquire an o \=c rhc~ ing  influc-ncu on pcoplc who h a w  
pn>lilcd Iicml this stru_rglc 10 szltc~uard their indcpcl~dcncr. 11 is in this u-ay that il 
has rcmainrd a Buffer State herwccn English India and French Ind t~h in ;~ .  nuvcr- 
thclcss acurpting insuuclurs for its soldicrs and c~~g incc r s  l i ~ r  its r;lil\i-.ays h11n 
Cicrmany. and lihcrally wrlconiing [hi. En~l ish .  Ccrnlan?;. Prunuh ilnd Ilanish ill 
its public ildrninislmtion. Howcvcr. i t  is thc Enplish influrncr u=hich domi~liltcs 
and thc English l anguqc  is thc cmly 1:uropcan Ianguagc Lnown by  he civil 
scrvants and thu Sia~ncsr: rncrc-hits. 

Big business is tu a Frcal cxtrnt in the hands of thc English and the Gcrmms. 
Kcgarding rctail husincss. thc C:hinc.w arc thc uncrmteshxl Inastun of it. Very 
numrruus in Bangkok. tho! have cvcn conxtmctcd in ~ h r  ci(>=. on thc patlcrn of  thc 
cities in China. a qunrtcr -Sarnphcsnp --in which rmly thcy live. but. thcy have 
n~o\=cd to places vcry iar from it. The stalistics indicate l h a ~  therc arc zlhr~ut 
1 ..5IW).(M)o Chincw for I.7O().oW Siamcsc in Sialll. Thc I'hincsc s~nothcrcd rhc 
local clciucnt with thcir stows. thcir shops and stalls. st) much so that thc whttlc o t  
Hanskok seems trl hclong to thcnl. :Zt least. lhis ir; thc first i~r~prc\sir>n thar thix city 
Ico\=cs. tlic oni.  hat o ~ l c  ilcquircs airnost imrndi;~lr l  y u p n  lcaving thc statio~l ;inri 
arrivi~ig in a wide strccl. Ihu New Road-acver-cnding. p~pulous. very poorly 
maintained. with open sctvcrs and on which a11 rlcclric tranlWay also opcratcs. 
Ncw R ( I ~  WAS rill1 ~t-C:hincsc: Chincw 31 the entrance 01- gmcry ston.s. C'hincsc 
cobblers. ChiucW llailurs. I t  was alzo thc luncc~l  rjf a Chi~lcse. that r l h s ~ r u c t ~ i  the 
srrcc! ivith gill caIlopy and hirild mrlurncrs. In malily. ~ h c r c  iln. not o n l ~  Chincsc in 
Nrw Rr~itd. since it is in of this s t r cc~  and in thc. s i dc l i~ne~  thar adjoin it. that 
thc. ~ l ~ a j r ~ i r y  of  tcmigncrs of all nalionaliti~s h a w  tllcir sttlrcs. thcir chuwhcs. lhuir 
ctinsulatcx and ~ h c i r  h;inks. But thcir n u r ~ l k r s  arc ~ t w ~  ir~signili~-alrt- thi'ri' arc 
?.(WHI E~~rt~p-a'ali:. ill1 CIYC'~  Si;m -10 c h a n ~ t  thc C:hinc.sc chi~rai-lcr oi this strcct. 

1:urthcrmorc.. not ill1 thc q u m c r s  in Earlgkok arc ( I c Y o ~ L ' ~  10 trade in rhc way Kc*- 
K r d  is. and wc %(x,n c>hscrvcd. by touril~g I ~ c  city. [hilt it rdTcn.d a vsricty of 
appcarilnccs. 
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First thc Ban_rkrlk of slrtams and canals. Among these barge lovins pcrlplc. thc 

capitil too must have its life's acriviries nn w~cr- the  s t r a n y  charactcris~ic or 
the uitius of Siam. An entire local population lives on the b.1~"~cs which hordcr thc. 
large strip of rhe Menam and on the su1rtprs.v which ;m- ;ltt;lchcd to 11s borders. 
Bcsidcs. sinuous canals that cut through the city. arc transformed inlo activc 
streets. like the streers filled with earth. and hordcrcd hy floating houws along 
which harges full of vegetables. grain. and various tdhcr supplies movc. All ~ h c  
members nt-a family participate in thc rnancuvcrs of thew barges: the womm and 
the bigger children hold the r > m  and rhc rudder. thc small oncs stumble on the 
pansways. paddle with thuir fuct m d  hands. at each instant risking a dip withrlu~ 
even arousing the attcnlion of their rnt~thurs. W: lrw~k~vi uvrr these animated 
wcncs from thr: hieh hac-ks of bridges thrown across these waterways in grmt 
numhrs.  and which cut through the I ~ m s t r i a l  5trwth. having earned Hangkok thc 
narnc -Vcnicc of thc Far East.' 

A discoveq trip kyond the city of these canals and thc city of thc forcientrs 
made us quickly discrwcr the most interesting part of Hangkok. thc n>url I-ie- 
city of luxury- isolated by a wall from thc ccssptn)l of thc t ~ h c r  quxtcn. By 
crossing the gate of this wall with thc tramwilq. of k w  Rmd. w wurc s~ruuk hy 
the complete change in surroundings. Thcrc arc sparkling avcnucs plm~lcd with 
I~LYS and big lawns in public gardens. Almost no tradiny houlics bul arniy bar- 
racks. ministries. palaccs. a muscum. and. on thc p r i t  square. the Royal Palace. a 
hotchporch of rnonurncnts wilh pointcd pyrus. silparii~~uf f o r n  thc royal city by a 
new fence with towers. gaits and crcnclntions. Inside. thzrc is firs1 the palace 
.VPII.T~I .~frict~r. thc aruhi~ccturc of which brings to mind the Italian style. neverthe- 
less, encumbered by thc rccoilcd roofs. by thc pyrcs in [rue Siamese taste. There 
still is a thnjnr ha11 standins alone. a tcmplc. thc lrcasuq-- immense outbuildings. 
without Failing to mcntion Lhc stahlcs whcrc  he .sacred white elephants are taken 
cart: o f .  . . .it is wcll known t h a ~  they arc not white at all. hut merely a shade nf 
r a y  which is lighter than t h d  of thcir hro~hcr. t i n  m y  of scrvants and Siamese 
dignitaries with an air of imponance. scurried about in the court ?ards. 

But the glory nf Hangkok is csscntially rcfluc-tcd in thc ~zmples. the M I S  many of 
which are splendid. They dcfrat thc. a r i s t t~ra l ic  r q a l  city wilh their splendnur 
and rhcy trjwcr victrwiously above the leprous decay of the pople ' s  quarlcrs. 
What debauchery nf pointed njofs. of domcs. of pyramids. oi lowen. of scu lp  
turcd. varnishd pinnacles l i d  in with painted ceramic. enamel or gold that 
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hlazcd in thc sun! E v c y  biqrit docs not only cnnsist ot:i temple hut of a series of 
pn~odas  of a11 sizcs. Thcn thc thnts, enllsries arlorncd with B11ddh;is. schools for 
monks, terraces. court-yards displaying fahulous stonc animals. grimacinp figurcs 
:md colossiil spirits. And what richcs arc contained in thcsc pagodas! Wirhcri~t 
talking ahout the millions of gilt statues. offerings of the faithfill. that lay scattcrcd 
up to tlic doorways, evcry tcmplc pridcs itself of spccial splcndours. For tx:implc. 
under a teak colonnade Wat Pho harhours a huge reclining Buddha which moas- 
ures Iifty rnctcrs in Icnpth from thc shoulders to tlic feet. His cycs arc of silver. his 
lips enamel and a layer of pure gold in leaves entirely covers him. 

.>' . 
r - 4 -  - An- 

Nevcnhclcsc, the m:trvcl of marvels i x  the Wat Phrn Kctl which clffcrs asylum to 
tho cmall. lively cnicrald Buddha from Vientiane. This n90t is conctructcd within 
the boundaries of the palace. Nothing has been spared to make i t  unrivaled. to 
conqtruct a dccorum deserving of thix reputed Buddha, the head of which is made 
of one big emerald. The altars and thc incense hurners arc made of precious 
sloncs, jcwcl.; and stoncq arc displayed in casex; thcy .;p:rrklc :!round the ncck.; of 
9 1 3 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ .  I n  hhon, the trcasurcs stacked hcrc make of this tcmple a museum, the 
richnew of which i.; hcyond ima~ination. 1 did not experience any similarity with 
the temple with the same namc in Vicntiane, whilc I walk in the Phra Kco of 
Bangkok. 1 could no1 rnakc any cornpirison at all hctwecn the dcplorahlc, ovcr- 
turned ruins in thc  ass of Laos and thesc glorious sanctuaries that wc arc visiting 
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now. If it is true lhar thc.w- arc thc rcpmriuu~ion of the first, devastated Phm KW. 
who would doubt it  ttday:' 

Thc oldest monuments of- Bangkok arc ntlt older than one-hundred and lift! years, 
since the cnnslrucrinn of the cily dates f r u n ~  thc wiccond half ot- thc cightccnth 
cenlury. But how much jusricc does this relatively recent archirccrure do to the 
ancicn~ Khmcr traditirms from which it twiginatcs-the amaxing Khmcr an. hlrn 
in a powerlul empirc. thc splendid ruins of which Anskts  testify to. Rut since 
thcsC monumcnls do not spak  fur thernsclves. thcy have built a pious rcductirln of 
thc goniill Angkor Wat in a \r.ul of Hmgkok. 11 is there. the old Khmer lcmple. 
displayed like a child's to); on a terrace. and conscicntit>usly reconstructed. not in 
ruins. a.. ir is today. hut as ir was in its time of glory. with its palat-cs, its columns. 
its monumental stairca5es. Without doub~.  thc Siamrsc mchitccts comc 10 heg 
lmm this effigy gwd inspiraicln. 

This morning we tcwk [he train to.4yuhia. thr  old capibl  in ruins which we could 
not visit during our passazc therc. With us traveled a French missionary who livcs 
in Ayuthia in the middlc of a smail colony of  uatholic Annarnitcs. He madu a short 
slay-over in Bangkok t o  plead thc ca.w of his t l ~ k  who, it appears. had hccn 
mtllcsted by the Siamese over an affair involving liquor which we drl nut quite 
understand. N'e gladly acccpred thr  olTer rhat he m d c  us. i-e.. IO reccivc us and to 
guidc us thn~ugh thc ri~ins. Upon dcscendiny from the train wc followed him 
trlwards a landing whcrC ssomc Anl~amitcs awaited him with a hary that thcy 
i~dorncd with Hiat5 and carpcts tu hrmnor him. Onc of them. a man from thc 
scrninary. took thc oars and ~liillfully ssilcd throuzh a mwe of canals full uC 
barges and floatin: houses. 11 ih :ihout all that s ~ i l l  survives in this fallen city. Wu 
wore therc whcn thc nlarkct ttxlli plxo.  On  he fron~s of thc flwating shophouscs 
were displayud: tropicill fruits. v e ~ c ~ a b l c ~ .  hiy lisht.5 and small rivcr-prawns 10 

buycn who higiiincd whilc manruc-tring thcir oars. :\l-ler had frccd r>ursrlvts 
t?om ~ h r  many h a t s .  we still required halt' an hour 10 arrivc a1 thc An~titrnitu 
Missinn: ;i small church it1 the cdpc rd rhc strca111 and. grouped around it. small 
houses dircctlv on the grtlund. calling 10 n~ ind  Cr~hinchirla. 

Whcrc tlid this co1o11y ctlrnc lir>lnm' pClic 1nissir~lat-y. with litllu knnu-Icdgc of 
thine5 Siitlncsc. could nt* tcll us. I t  is p)ssihlc rhat ir springs from A n n a n l i ~ s  that 
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havc bccn takcn as prisoners of war in thc. wars that were fought hc twcn  thr: trt-o 
pmplcs on several occasiuns. 

Father X providcd his barge and his pcoplc to u s  to make a first trip trl the ruins 
before lunch. But we were hardly onc hundrcd mrtrrs  away q.=hcn our guides 
slarled to talk animatedly among thcrnsclvcs while directing thcir altcntion to one 
sidc 01- the Mission a s  thcy shouted in terror. 'Thcn thcy abruptly rcturncd. Since 
we protcs~cd. thc Annamite seminaq man who h e w  some tircnch trdd us: 'We 
want to return irnmcdiatcly. The Sismcsc commissioner has landed at thc Mis- 
s i m .  He will do had fhirigs to our k thc r .  ~YI '  want to defend our Father.. This 
incidrnt wxs wry incvnvcnicnt for us. Our program fell throush! 1:unhcrmoru 
were wc really gx?rlin_r LO cnd up in the hcat of a pllicc oprration. in the middle 01- 
Siam:' It was rrally likc that. The missionary having a discussion with m uni- 
Cornled Siamew. Soldiers, their arms in thcir fists. guarded the rivcr hank and we 
finally guessed thc causu of this dispute. l l c  Annamitzs had cnmrnirtcd fraud. In 
spi~r: d- the Siarncsr laws tln the rnonopclly of alcohol production. thcy had 
surrcpiitimsly pmduCd ricc liquor and rhc S i m u s c  had arrived to u q :  out a 
scam-h in their horncs. to cmpty Ihc barrels. Thc missionary pmtesred a p i n s t  thc 
vicllalio~~ d- thcir hrlmus and threatened to  ccomplain in Bangkok. hut his caw 
sccrncd rathcr weak to us. 

Finally. thc pxsonnrl  of h c  fiscal office boarded lhcir ho;its again. Hehind thcir 
backs. thc Annamitcs rubhcd thcir hands. thcy wcrt: happy: the Siamcsc did nrlt 
find thc best hideaway places. Many of thc barrels of  ricc liqutlr were still full and 
 ill cr~ntinue the delight of our p o d  frauds. 

Low i t  was t(m late to see thc ruins before lunch which w;ts offered to us by thc 
n1issiun;lry. iVc hesitated to accept this hospitality hut hc said r d w i l l i n g :  'You 
will nut irnpnw. I havc a cook! Thcy havc sent me from Rangkok a Siamese nun 
10 takr care of mc!' IIc Ict the nun come. I cxpocted tn see a small sister in the 
dr-, ~ s h  - - of 1;ranuc. like the Annarnilc nuns o f  Saigon thc racial traits of which 

disappuar in the shdclw of the veil. It was a g d .  very Sinrncsc womrn who 
p w w n t d  herself. with an unveiled face and urcw-cut hair. Only. instcad of the 
.strs~pot and 01- the lighl shawl she was drcsscd in a long. black shirt. The Father 
explained emphatically thal the little one nevcr cntcrs his home. is rclcgalcd to the 
kitchen, and that this is to avoid misleading comments, for which thc Siarncst: ;IR 
rrputcd. Thc cook did not have sufticient supplies: shc had not evcn hakcd bread. 
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Rice replaced il. Shr  quickly fricd little river fishes. roa t ed  a chickcn and wc 
wcrc served by thc altcntive Annarnitus who secmcd to adore the missionary who 
had protwted their hr rc ls .  

l:alhcr X joined us in our afterntnln walk. We climh~ul the banks wilh him. Timc 
and again ~ h c  rcmainden nf a tower or the hmkcn columns nf a tcmplz domi- 
natcd the jumble of  he brushwomd and called for our attenlion. An even grcatcr 
dcsulation hung over these ruins. compared to those of Vientiane which thcy call 
to mind. This is so  hccause one fc'ccls that the ruins of Siam arc irrcrnediahly 
condemned to disappear. to the last stone. by lack of pious hands to maintain 
1hc.m. 11 has k c n  only one hundrcd and thirty yrars since the Burmese invadcd 
the country. ddcs~rt~ycd .4yuthia and took with thcrn into captivily three-quarten 
oC thc inhahitants. while the fuyitivc king died of misery in the forcsl. Neverthe- 
lcsb. one would believe that suvcml centuries have gone by since this terrible war 
so much so that littlc is left ol'thc monuments of thal wried. This is becausc rhc 
tropical vegetation is still a more reliablc destructive agent than an invasion of 
barbarians. 

We appmachcd thc ruins carefully. C)ur duvtlted guides. devotzd bccauw their 
prutcctor kfricnded us. tore up the thorny brushwood to clear a passage. and. 
whcn 1 instinctivzly crushed the scedh of the jimsonweed bctwccn my iingcrs. thc 
Annamilcs well acquainted with this poiwm. used in carrying out revengc anlong 
thr pcoplc of their rxc, cricd out: 'Rc cm~'fuI. mxhm! The grains make you 
c r u y  and kill ytlu.' .4no1hcr inslance of thcir attentiveness: thinking they would 
pleasc us. at the four of a large. dilapidated Buddha they aole some statucs. old 
C,.~--I.OIO rhjc-cts. so that w:.c could takc thcrn along a.5 souvenirs. 

The locals rrlarncd around us and Father X was upsct by their wrnarks: 'Do you 
know whal thcse heathcns arc saying? Thcy wy: 'See. this is n woman for two 
men.' And his discouraged gesturc proved that he had little hope to he understood 
by the maji,rity of skeptical and sensual Siarncsc people. He is happy to preach lo 

his small Annamitc colony to which hc probably has not preached a h o u ~  the 
lollowing words of  he Gospcl: Give io Clir.snr whut hrlotr~s to Cursc~r. since he 
clr)sild his eyes to the smuggled gotds. 

This country of Ayuthia. that is n t ~ h i n g  more now than a snlall city. rc-gains i ts 
importance for sonic days whcn the clcphant hunt is hcld. It is prohihilcd in Siam 
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to kill these animals. bur. cvcry two ycars. an immense hcat is held trl briny thc 
elephants of Siarn ioguthcr in Ayuthia. Hunters. mt~untcd on drlrntsticat~ul el- 
cphants. search for wild clcphants in thc fomsts and. h e l p d  bj= sr~ldicrs. rural 
police and inhahitants the valleys they chaw ihc hands of milnals in the 
direction nf thc old uapital. towards a big space. fenced off with hi:. solid push 
that can cordon ol'C t h t  clcphants. Closely presscd. rhc clcphants surzc into the 
fenced space throuyh thu untrancr: that has been cut intn it. Thcrc is such cornrntt- 
tion. such an cntanglcnlcn~ of bodies. that a d o x n  animals died this yrim. suCfo- 
c ~ c d  hctwc.cn the cntr). posts. The king and the court view this nlund-up froni thc 
hrights or a prtltccting stand. A functionary rhcn t1csi:nalc.s thc clcpha~lts which 
hc k l i cvcs  arc suirahlc litr dt)rnestication. they arc traincd and thc others arc sct 
frry for anothcr ~ w t )  years. 

t'rom rhis inshnl r ~ n w d s .  the dornestic;itrd elephanrs arc rcsponsihlc for the 
cduuatirln of rauh captive. taking them hctwccn rhcm. showing then] thcir tasks. 
flaying thcm w i ~ h  thcir trunks if they appizar to hc stuhhom. Onc could nevcr 
o v c r c m p h ~ s i ~  how as~onishing the intelli~cncc of rhcsc animals is. L!nfonu- 
n;ltclj=. this wns;itional hunt tool place kfr,n. our arrival. IVc could only i~lraginc 
it. whilc Fathcr X told us about lnoving stories. al ~ h c  \-.cry lrjcatiorl where the final 
hour of  thew yiants of thc lunglc had sounded. 

N'c s p n l  some hours this last day visiting. on thc r i ~ h t  hank rlC ~ h c  strcam. sttnll' 
of the oldest pagodas of Bangkok. Sccn from thc IcCl side. this uld quarter Itn>kcd 
lilic. thc. urwncr oCa puhliu park. bur. as soon as we set fmjt on the cmhankmcnt. we 
werr unpleasantly surprised to find undcr thc shadows hut IIaKtlW- nliry streets- 
in which thc. monks dr;iggcd their bare feet- and g u t l c . ~  fillcd with rcfusc: in 
which I;~I pigs rtvalncd around. We must cross rhcsc guttc.m cln rotting planks to 
reach thc p ~ o d a s .  Thcw pagodas. more dilapidated than on thc othcr hank. arc 
nc\=crlhclcss very characteristic hy the purity of thrir mhitc-cturc. Uheng' 
especially is thc. rnrat pcr f~xt  mununlent ot Khn~cr  art thal wc  bitvu sscn in 
Hangkok. We especially admire. in the middle ot- less prornincnt pinnaulus. a 
ccn~ra l  pyramid. a hundred meters high. on a stccplc in the li)rnl r)f a 
glittering dornc in glazed sarlhtnware is erected. By a hundnd and iiliy stcps wc 
climhcd from the linlt oC this pynnlid to ;I first terracc from ivhcrr: thu view 
showed Hangkok w i ~ h  its many contrasts. 
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This aftcrntlon we haw had another view of the entire city f r o n ~  the heights o C M t  
Sakct. a temple on the lcii bank. uonslructed on lop of a hill that onc ascmds by 
following a yndually inclincd parden-path. A monk opcncd the shuttcrs 01' a 
dorrncr wiudcn;. cut inlo a big belvcd2rc. Tor us. thc whole of Bangkok appcmd 
with its hig stream. with thc gaps of its canals and its packed preencry which arc 
pirwcd thrtluph by thc lomples . . . . Around the city is the f a t  countryside. sewn 
with rice. In g n ~ i r u d e  we o ~ c r c d  the hclplul monk sornc monry. He first rc lus~d:  
his \=ow= 01' poveTfy prohihits him from receiving alms in the tbrm of rnoncy. But. 
since wc insisled. hc  xucptcd the monuy. thrown into a lold of his rob. held 
own. which of coursc had not rnadc a vow of povcny. An ingenious way to 
circumvent the prohlum. 

Wc also visi~cd rhc lntcmational Club of Bangkok, a spacious building cnn- 
structcd in the rniddlc of gr;lsslands in ~ h c  foreigners' quarter. Hchind thc houw. 
some Europeans play~xi trnnis rarhcr C ~ ~ b l y .  hincc thc hcat. although Irss suflicat- 
ing than in S ipon .  was 1101 less painful. 

The h a t  will lift fhc anchor at 7 p.m., thus I havc k e n  able to walk around rhc 
whole niorning in Bangkok. I visited thc Clhincsc q u i e r  nt- Samphccng. I was 
hopin: to discover sonic old Siarncsu pottery thcrc, or wmc curious jewclry. 
scarchiny the uniformly packed shops along t hc ~ ~ s s a g c ~ v i l y s .  that arc ul  onc-and- 
halt rnctcrs i11 width and suhstitutc thc s t r ~ ~ t h .  

For those Canliliar with Canton. this Sanlphrcng lrn~lis like a corner ot- thc 
irnmcnse commercial city of Southcm China. transpoxd inro Siml. The Tamc 
little strucls with riles. slipperq. with miuse. thc sanic shop signs made ti-om 
planks. painted in red r s  hlack and covered w i ~ h  gilt chmcters  balancing on thc 
sides of thc shops. And in thcsc shops. thc sanle t r d c  as ill Canton. Hcrc hcaps rlt' 
vcgchhlcs and quartcrs of cut up p) rk  are stackcd rln lilthy tahlcs. Fanher down. a 
hok-shop with its display of old hnoks with chwactrrs driwn by a public writer 
who. biz spxtacles on his nose, tried his line brush ~ m k c d  in Chincsc ink while 
waiting for custolncrs. A barkr waled a client on a w r d c n  s~ tml  in thc same 
strcd: hc shaved rhc bmws and put shinc on thc braid. S~ill in thc same strtrt, 
jcivclcrs chislrlzd small h x e s  ill massive si1vr.r. big hr;lcelels. a ~ ~ d  hrlts. Finally. 
there wcrr thc h a ~ a a r s  in which onc could find cvcrythin2: small sandals tor thc 
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Chincsu. big likc ~ h c  s h w s  oC a doll. a s~ocli of objects made in papcr to hum 
during funcril ritcs. rcprescnting flowers. barges. aninialh. thcn boxes of canned 
f{lrd. xcn l  h~tt les.  chcap mimlrs. all thc hotchpotch objects liom Europ- in thc 
middlc of which. by nosing ahout a long time. I discovered p r t ~ i o u s  curios of thc 
Far East in jade. in old porcelain and in ivory. I-lozlting in thcsc poorly ventilated 
corridors and imprrgnating thcss leprous walls. an acrid odrw of fiyin_r oil. nf 
opium and camphrw sripped rmc hy the throat. 

14 December 1 W9 

The return! First an cntire journey of high was. l hcn .  this mrmning. at I I a.m.. 
stopover a1 Poulo-Crmdor. the island of thc Cochinchinese urnst wherc the cnn- 
dumned Incals of Indochina hmc been imprisoned. It's a mt~unt;lin wilh caves 
within which the penitentiary has k e n  c-c~nstructd. A sad 11 fc for these frw French. 
civilian and military guards. strandcd in solitude in such poor company! TO the 
ylumncss oi the place is added the danger oipossihlc revolt5 and the difliculty in 
preventin: prisoners. rcidy to try anything to free themselves. from escaping. 

This is how in 14WI. prisoners serving as  cmployecs on  Ihe launch of the pcniten- 
l i q  escaped aftcr they had ~hrown rhc unlortunatc guards into the sea. One has 
never again hwrd of thc fugitives. It is prthablc t h ~  h e i r  small ve>srl h id  been 
unable Lo rcsist a St(BR1 on lhc high srLs and  hat  hey wcrc all liillcd. Other 
pri~oncrs of Poulo-C'rmndvr. in approximately 18x1. tried the samc t y p  of escapc 
without having been more f r~nuna~e.  Thcy went ashrmrc on rhc coast of Annarn 
which was not ye1 undcr our prcltectoratc. Bur thr ilnnan~itcs. little inclined to 
provide asylum to thew had suhjccts. dccqitated them and made the Fact known 
to the French governor of Cochinchina hy sending h x k  ~ h r  launch. 

15 December 1909 

At dawn. wc approached the crmst md saw again. at the mouth of  the Saigon river. 
the familiar landscape or Cap Saint-Jacques. Thc pilot came a h ~ r d  to guidc  he 
liner across the meanders ot- thc river. Our journey was appr t~ch ing  its end. 
-l-hcrc. in the flat swamp. thc twin cltrck-towcrs of the cathedral w r c  the firs1 to 
appcllr from vcp- far. ulmclimes to thc right, sometimes to the IcCt. somctimus in 
fmnt. according to the capricious twists of thc stream. 1:inally. at I I a.m. wc were 
rnclorcd at thc quay of thc :%lc.~sri,q~rir.v Fl~rriuI~~.~. 
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i npcn this journal again to add to i t  some melancholic news. Poor R;I died this 
morning. Hc succumbed to the fevers, to the dysentery. to the exh:~ustion- 
consequcnccs of the f a t i y e  of thc journcy. In vain, 1 had him trcatcrl hy French 
cloctnrs and also hy a L~nlous Chinese doctor who heals with medicin:~l pl;inrs and 
with flour mntlc out ol' lotus sccrls. 

Now. hccausc of this death, a heaviness o f  the heart will he cornhincd with reverie 
when I evoke rho good and the had clays of travcl that our poor servant sharcd with 
us. Alas! It is 10 pay ton dearly for thcsc sensations. so captivating as ~ h c y  may 
have heen, wilh ~ h c  lire n f a  man. Neverthclcss. I know (hat nfteri nnstalgic dcsirc 
will grip mc tn cxpcricnce apain your hip stream of wild angers, your unending 
forest with the aiyusr shnrlnws--oh Laol;!-mosr nttractive of the countries of 
Intlochina. 



Notes 

Chapter 1 
The 1-ower Mekong and the Rapids of Kernmarat 

: '-Mc knr~wcd 
A Kcnard train is n train with an ordinary enginc. cap;~ble of running on 

road sudxcs.  I t  was invented by J .  C. Renard ( 18.17-1905). a Frcnuh ofticer and 
cnginccr. 

: The Idiot and thc Pumpkin. 
Ilccauvillc cquiprnunt is used in r~i lway*.  hj= the samc narnc. the lines of 

which have a narnjwcr width. Invcntcd by the 1:rench enginccr Paul llrcrluvillc 
with rhc purpoxe oC k i n g  casily i n s h l l d  and remoucd. 
' Prc-sumably she ntcans with thc Forges in I.i;ll~cc. e.;.. in rhc Provcncc and 

thc Haute Prc~vcncc. 
" Srl~itc sort of  lor~sc. hlousc. 

Likc nlost animals thai do nut know the danger oC man. nor the etfcl-I clC 

king hi1 by a bullct. thc crw(dilcs arc unaware of the dangcr un~ i l  it hits thcni. 

Chapter 2 
From Vientiane to Imang-Prabang-The Ruins wf Vientiane 

I Thc n;lmc of t h t  \:c*scl literally means: 'in spi~r: ofc\=cry~hi~lg. '  

Chapter 3 
1,uang-habang 

I kfar~hu Hasscnnc d t ~ s  wcln to h a w  this qui~c. wrong. as the rrvchil sc'cnls 
morc oh\ IOLI\. 
-' T;ini~ux of I:~ypt i s  ;In encicnt. Phncnician gr~ddcss. an inu;)marion of 

Astarlc.. who wiis wr,rshippcJ in Car11i;qo. 



Probably. Prince IIcnri d'orltans was ~ h r  royal travdcr. I1c is alsn men- 
tioned in conntrc-tion with this noiahlc princess in hwks ofolher explorers of ~ h c  
t imc. 

This refers to the creation of thc Frcnuh writer Kahclais. The 'crl~hrt~u rle 
7hFltt~t,' IS ?iup~o.wdly a place. rr)undcd by aristucrzlts. duvracd to hedonism and 
devoid of social rulcs. 

- Prohahly the writer Jean-Jacqucs Ruussear~. His work is characterized by n 
amng  k l i e f  in exccllcncc of nature. also xs a replacement oC ten) rigid a belief in 
Iryical explanations. 

" The King of Yvclo~ wah an irnrncnscly pnpular snnz w r i ~ ~ c n  by French 
writer Berangcr in 18 13. The song carnc out when Francc. under Napoleon I. was 
paying dearly for rni l i~xy victories md hiranie wemy of glory. The King of  
\i\cto~ was pul forward against N ~ p I c u n ' ~  ambitions as a wee. Presumably. 
Marthe Basscnne has the hairstyle of [hi: ~irnz in mind. 

Chapter 4 
Fmm the Mekong to the hlenam-Atm the Forest. 

from Paklay to Uttaradit 

' Onc-hundrcd~h of a Frcnch franc. 

Chapter 5 
The Descend t ~ f  the hlenam and Rangknk 

Prohibl y Prcshylenans. 
- Wat Chcng or Chang is  now called Wat Arun. 
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