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~ . l ~ , : ~ . ~ ~ h i & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ t o n ' s d ~ c i s b n l o ~ t c h ~ h a ~ e ~ b a r g o o f ~ i c l n a m r e n e w e d ~ ~ ~ 6 v ~ r w ~ ~ i s  
~metimesdes~tibed~asAm~iica~~1~nge~ta~dm~~t~~icwsr.Ondo~hsidesof~hcpoljt~~s~&~~m,th~ . 

. ~ i ~ t 6 a m  war.&ntinues td)ipark divisive, impassioned argumentg among scholars and lay people. ~ a t ' a t c  the ' ' 
. ..,'-lessons of yb~arh? W& her ican  policy inherently-flawed? was the £&lure in the field or lack of s u p p t  at 

h o i ?  ~icbdkb& often carry ideological rkt& whicf! h&&ntinued to ring-outlong lifter battk6~ldshave 
." 

fallen7sileat. I U i s , & & t &  ,A i ~ d  x <, es @ni 
;* -% -01, > ,? :>.;< : ;>:v.v*:x;:> " . +\,., : P* " < ;:+::q '. Atyesi$a?% i ~ v ~ t ~ e m e n ~  in'bos,' 

Wfitics, toukhingupan issueswhkh have k n  widelydebated~~rou~~ut US, hisfory. Underwkatl;.ircurxrstancm 
, &+ld h e f i ~ a n  might be ov&? 1s it legitimate for the ~1s: g(rveanment toconduct military opemti~ns ' : 
ia fore@ ooun$rie~w$houtpuh1i knowlrdge and $&pod? ik itthebbligationof the united ~tatksto~rovide asafe 





Who are the Hmong? 
Where did they come from? 

What brought them to the United States? 
How are they doing here? 

I0 Luos, we helped you fight rhe war. The Atnrricanr came to five wifh our leaders it1 our country .... 
We provided food ., ., If the Americnns came to our house, whatever we ate we treated the Americans 
equally .., &metimesyou hrxdpr~bknrs~ even iifwe didn't knriw how to s p d  your language, we painted 
fingers w demcruted,  t y ing  to show what we m p a ~  .,.. If we f+ap r3 . injuredAmericm soldit'r ... we 
... carried the Amcrkan the base ..,. In suFe dangerous siti'iafdns, we were willbig to let te# 
Hmong soldiers die so lltaf one of your Eea&rs could live ,.., 
We still remember all the good ihingsyuu did for us such es us@g.pIIaes . + L  > < a  .? PO d r ~ p  pice fir mrpeople 

wherever wc wettt SO ~ I u l t  we would not starve ..., We co~sidere~~~likkjgcam as our own brrPbhers ..., 
Now we have lost our own country ... Thjre who made it here, t&$ hove the opportunity for 
education and jobs .... We started a new life so that our children wou jd haw a better life. 

Chia Koua Xion8 
Eau Claire, ATovember 5, 1992 

Interviewer: Smidchei Xiong 
Translator: Pdo Lee 



Iourney of Chia Koua Xiong 
C S r i a K o u a X i o n g h a ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ n t i d m m ~ o f b X f Q n g d a n h ~ ~ o n g ~ t y  

currently settled at Eau Claire, WisQwsin, He came to West &kid W h n s i n  ras a r e w e  bmThditnd 
i n l 9 8 9 . A b d y  bhis~~be&ed,#kKwla~W~aad,bmanyolderrwopl% 
has Id p a t  difficulfy making th ajuiment to b e r i m  life. A iespectcd civilian leader In n d e m  
bm, Chh Kaua posw~skifls whicb have not enabled him to suppurt ht family in &is country. While 
he rcncltns well-received a d v h  b HPlong h i t i s  in b u  Claire, his role bas been limited by his 
~ t y w i t h ~ ~ , ~ t o f b a W w i & a @ ~ , t h e r a i s ~ t l e W U ~  

pmmw wbid would dkthguLh him as a m a  of stature. Certainly, lacking b 
maberialwealth which L sa &en w d  in tb United States as a yllrdstick of m, 
Chira Xow would be passed over by many with9ut hesitation. To hw mething 
of bh I*, b e v e r ,  is to undemtd a g m t  deal abut b o n g  hisfory, and the 
pafuia1~I5Fagic eventswfricb have brought Hmng Wiks to the UaiM Sfatas. 

Chh Kew m rtmmt stories pawed mi tohim hchWmd of anctstors living 
i n ~ ~ C h i w o f t h a i r  great 19thce#wya66usacmstXrtYella~v River to 
&We Ma f k h g  w e d  supprmio& He w r d l  &math years fmrmtiag 
w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ m t ~ ~ c d m ~ 1 ~ t a i ~ o f ~ e n d ~ . ~ h e 1 e ~ t o b u i l d  
~~~hi@andrice,~fbx@mebMrrnd~&loeks,rtndtoplaytheqee] 
(Y&mg3a<*- iz&wmeot w d  togufao & p € W d s ~ ~ ~ ~ a t - ~ ~ .  

Wmld Warn, Afw &war, b mntiooted to aid tix French 
, and Cmbdia, their faxtner dmies. 

j u s t a h l 1 1 ~ W . W ~ W m m g w o u i d ~ ~ t h ~ e  
iiitary stvice, ChSa K a u a h c  &mibrut, orviUage 

m pditicai hierarchy. In 1%1 he was again 
r Vang Fm who had been 

st force among the h t i m  
, khmg villages surrounded tBB vatst Plsrtn of 

-Xi&- JY.. a #We@ pl&au sought aBter by Wb comunist and mtl-mnmunbt fo- 
&h~x&g. Irr the tmdaEfng battle for Sautkut Asia. TBe conflict w i d e 4  ex$- political 

did- Mwwn Laotian e&& pup and, anct swept up in the larger ideological strug& ween tb 
UniW Sb&iandtht Soviet Union, awsumad ~ ~ : ~ r t i ~  far out of bslagcewifirtreld situation. 

Chia h a  bu@t for more thm a M e .  He was wounded many t h s ,  md W many mMvm and 
friends. He saw the Iadpock-marked by aerIdbomtdments, a n d b o o b y - W b y  hihhndmines 
or unexpldd dm&. In 1975, when h Americans withdrew, Qlia Koua #9WW tb wm slart of 
acatteringofWmongpop1ethat hSb,gmdpmnts had yeamearlier describe& bW&iCIf dled 
across &e M e w  River to mfugee camps in Thailand. Thommds took to Sba M b  WJI either 



Winucd armed mistawe ngaimU thc new wmmm& gaov-ent, a tried to niat outside i$ reach. 
~ ~ t o ~ ~ ~ & ~ t 3 r e ~ ~ o f ~ * ~ & n o t ~ w .  

_+ S i  1975, theunitad States Bu acQtptgd morn- 11Q00QLa~h b i g b d t m  as r&-, fhevw 
@ m@rity H m o n g . A s s t a n l i n g a s C h h ~ s ~ r n i ~ ~ m  bAm8rkm3, hissxpcdcm mared 
@i by w r l y  every kongdult. %y arrived wi&tlaeheavybaggageof war and They haw struggled 

&- in this country to djwt to a ladsap as8 society d d y  M e m t  fPwn their om. In &u Wt and 
athU.S. ddm, hey have sm@t to p h r  WWa, regah &f-suWciencyI remvertrwirdignity, and 
peaewe what they a n  of the culture they hawe known. No lunger hotian W n g ,  they must find aa"ay 
to live as Wmmg h e t i - .  

hl QCtdet I@%, the &ong 
said-f wasa brave, &dX 
irtgpw8tnan, nrulWthe&ili& 
mhelpw#u#Q.He&mtQ 
be #he naIbm ..., In 1950 1 w a p  
p h e d a s t h e k u i ~ I g m m e d  
all the pwgle in th# swradimg 
a- W k 1 1 e I w s t 3 a ~ I m y w # 2  
ruad my &l&m wrc pfwr 
*i?Om, pr&€&g * m  w 
deiter, i n  1 M  & H m m g H e  
a n d t h e L m t k u u , ~ i n  t n m ~  
e g  We&$, SBW WUS 

andtrstrlndirrg pepson, so they 
~ 6 1 n ~ P r E t ~ ~ h t F k e c ~ w a  
r w e o a r r l u e a . I w M  
in k dty#&ml%l tkmgh 1%3 
.a,, /---I& 
$w b t h  &e H i  and LQOtfStas 
Because veq f i  H q  pople 
hww how b spak &sotian As 
~ ~ ~ I ~ g b o o 1 f  4qm- 
NsW w e  
a h  h XlOng 
lEiru Ct#ire, Novel?& 5,1992 
I)rtemhmw: S m W  Xiung 
TrQrastam: Pa0 Le@ 





Laos has mountains, tlte strangest I kove>ever seen. In some places, thin shafts of limestone stund 
high, thin and sharp as knife blades. And ihhpe are lhe onm that Ioak like animals, like cats and furry 
snukes, and like hornless cattle. Much of the mountuin country of the north and middte is heavy with 
brush which on approach turn out to Be trees. 

Fr~o t  trails wind in the canyons by the water courses cconectin~ lirtle villages .,.. And where the 



A h g  t h e  ag4 w e e s t o r s  
Jei Wnh Xiong &Mia Lee Xion4 
c m e  jhm ... China. T k y  cmd 
the Y e l b  River a d  then Hu Ngn 
c* ,... Wker #hqgwxo Pkeborh 
qftrrosr which led to the Freerbg 
~ M ~ I  ~ t y - s t u r N h h  
Lee sold Jei W& .,. "I tMl rwr go 
withywr.Iwi#mmi~Cktna. *.... 
fei Wuhsai4 =.., ifyou g a k k  l@ 
wfllrro~behitw. Ymawrroydder 
bther, ifyou h ' t  m t  fo ga I 
w'ii go cwt with ow r&&s ,...* 
M i a b  respded *You go a d  

a ptwe to 8dnrP, then coww 
t d ~ p i E k M e U p .  Myself;I* 
t o s t ~ b o w ~ ~ ~ r ~ c o m e ,  80 
we cm all live together. 

ChQ Kma X&ng 
E#rr Cktrc, iyw~~lbsr  3, IN2 
~~: Wdcw X h g  

Tmwkrw: Pao k 
Ssads fxom China 

B y ~ 1 ~ ~ s a d ~ e v T . ~ a r a t t r a d t t t i ~ ~ ~ i m g e F i a l ~  
s c h o k ~ k a v e ~ ~ h ~ t O ~ ~ A s i e , ~ b I y m ~ p a p 5 0 0 0 B . C . H ~ g f o ~ ~ ~ b  
a ~ h ~ h ~ O f ~ ~ ~ ~ O f w h ~ l r r y o n t t i o u o l a i m a a a d h c 0 v d h t ) v e r  
~ n y ~ g s ,  they miptedcaWarddtsCtncbg through mtheiwtT%bet into wuhm China. There, 
~ ~ m f c f T t d ~ t h e m ~ M ~ ( M # h S a u t b ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ a t e d ~ ~ , ~ b u t  
ac td ly  a variation on the word '?ma,'' Thdr name Por ahem~tlves - H m u g  - wmi Ypwpie" 
a1 tbgh  recently, possibly fbr political m ~ ,  k ha bGtn h d a t e d  eo "fne pple ,"  



%or meray years the hmg e x i d  on the fkiqga d tke Chinern empire, on hdra less in demand bv 

and loyalty, This policy'& fry the &: Y f i ~ & h  the Ptudal 
prbms, win tb distant peoplefl by 4 &mint." By granting 
numerous titles, the China sought b create tot @f squabbling tribal 
paindpalrtie~," weakening the Wmtmg? 

me riding Manchus abandoned this @icy ia the IT& century, and sought 
ditect mtmE over the lands ta Szechwan, Y* Bmm, and Kweichow 

~ ~ w t g c : m ~ ~ M e s - ~  
&tonomom kia&ms. hbilitary conquest pe- 
p l d  the fm pdiq of "kindness and 
mfraint." ~ ~ t f 0 2 1  campaigns pre- 
ceded lbn-Wmmn. imperial scholars 
tried to justify tgrfit'$&ms by* claiming that 
the H t l l q  WB~~$&US&&$ h d ' ~  teWrWS 
and, in W i T U ~ ~ M w i c "  state, could 
only btnetlt fm@&R&t Cbcw wntml? 

The Hxnonlq: && M ahi t  wil1ingiy. Par- 
h M y  vidm@ campigm jD 1698,1732, 
1794 and I#$ khmg familks. Ln 
theewly f 8O@tbw&&fledsuuthem China 
and migrated B&w&~ into t h ~  various king- 
dom of Vitnaq and mailand. Village 
leaders sent scouts &ad to fmd auit~ble lands 
to bm, Hmong stcrdts refer to these pioneers 
ors seeds, planhi in new fields to Bee if h e y  
would grow.4 

cwmem dcco- Membrs of the La. Lv. and Mouadmled &wL LB migration into nortbb& LAOS. TO avoid 
mnfmntation with pcoplcs already inhabiting tiam. S c i e w e M r a s ~  ~ M i m w m h  the lawlandak tbev Wtled in the hidlands of 

Xien8 Khouang Prwioa around a vssl plat&u & the Plain of Jan. From 
t h e ,  they padually wred westward to Luang Prabagg, lYam Tba, and 
Sayahry.  f n return for regular tribute paid to the POtouan princeswho governed 

=&an, b o n g  8aitong were left to lead bir m p d v e  vilhges. A 1937 
population study In French &-ha found nearly 200,OQO %ong living in 
Vietnam and Lam.:' 

itiesby dlwhga& 
change for ~egular tribute 

M ~ & m C & ~ H r ~ ~ l g F u p r i e S ~ & r s u n B ~ l o r # l & i w ,  
cmwnmtiq in h e m  LAos and Vie tnr~a  Map by Crnrao-Gr@phics. 



I rmntber gairrg wdta my par- 
to tk rice fi& 1 m n m b r  

s e e i a g m y p a m m & w n m s , , . .  
T h e y ~ k o w k ) n P l z l t c a m 3 , ~  
c m d  hives, swMR8 phma, 
and hms .... TIpgl c h p p d  dmw 
trees ,.. so they cowEd grow r&e, 
7hq  hilt their h s e s  by harod .... 
~ y e a r w h r v e ~ w b w r r 7 0 0 -  
BOObusheLP @rice ,.., e m g h  fwrrs 
to eat for a who& year. 

CMa h a  Ximg 
Etaw Clafre, Nbwmbet 5, I992 

fntmiewr: W c h e i  Xdorrg 
Tmmiatur: Poo Lee 

Scottt~rerf high atop the mgg& Laotian m W s  in r multitude of small d f d c i e s t  v ihga,  bong 
people b m d  ttiemaslvea tom aw&r h u g h  b f f  dcvotim to M y .  Tbc hw%ehald, the most i m p m t  
sacial unit, kqttently Mudsd three $eneratiflns. The hwbd8er's authority ~xtended over his wives and 
children, and tbeb wives and children, w M e t  or not they lived under th same Toof.! A patdhed ldnship 
syskmprevidedrrvid ~ O f d ~ o ~ a r a d p a ~ i t i c a l u n i t y ~ ~ G .  W m y i d e n I S c d  



20 mjor or clanti, in Lami h the 1950s. At birth, a child 
became amemberof &dm ofW or her Eather=& extemhd 
M y  mmM, dm relative$ no mattm haw d m ,  were 
dways welamed to the home. Wb referred tQ one amthw 
as bro$inr a d  s h r ,  and young p p h  M e m d  to el&m. 
TWtlmt prohibited nnemben of the ssme dm fbm mmybg, 
Pam&& localdm b ~ ~ m t 8 r n ~ ~ ~  to 
s&cqdmm4b--?m 
p t a y e d ~ n o * o M b l m t e i n w ~ . ~ a w c d i ( ( s Q ~ ~  
r t s e p o ~ ~ o r 8 ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ a n  
f d y  tim, 

W a m e n ~ W ~ ~ , A ~ ~ b &  
and hotrsehold of ber husband9 WW setahhg b a a i d a n  name. 
W ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~ I l c ~ w ~ ~  
proQ1em8, m did they q q p  directly in trade. CMkbn wtm 
&MI with their future mleg In mind. At birth every i O b t  
received a dmple necklace or brawl& to keep the soul fmm 
lsaving its body, and to w m  spitits that the child was not a lave, 
but bctmgd to a family.' 

E(mong famempmdid "rn4-b~" aghlhwm. mhg 
the dry ;seam, men chopped down trees in a Ernest& m a .  T h y  
hauled away larger sections of timber to be uaed for buildin$ 
~ t e r i d s ~ ~ ~ W O O d . ~ e r ~ r e m a i n a d t o d r v i n t b h o t  
sun prwidisg fuel for drematIc fires. Such fires cl& &I& (*w- ~ p l a n - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ e  * ! h ~ ~ & i & L i t M ' w & e A :  

L & # X ~ - ~ b ~ ~ ~ B d d r i w u ~ ~  ~kmd&$Ti~~-&kti~,&: 
Wammpbtrdca t n h k s ~ ~ h e d b y  mrt wjtk b&wpdbs, northrnhm, MayJuly 
I973. P h m p p h w :  WE. Garmi, W a & d  Gmgrapkao k i u @ .  Bomm k@ fo rlgkc 
!ha# (w)ww euttrng dspli t t iqprewoodand dingles, heavy-hea&dhha (be) 
fM h k h g  roc& soi& b g  (&Me) jar hamwing rice. Science M m  of Minnesot~ 



we~Msevan*cr&&... 
? Y b ~ c h i ~ n d ~ ~ ~ t u  
g&'up and p co the firm ..,. Wehd 
.., acres for rice .,, corn .,, ILWICslf 
qpirurs. a7urt'~WQwoFk-.~~ K w  
akirsg*& bad.... W h I w  
menoreight ... f wshby&er, 
Iw&lhelpeBlcared&d 
&emimuL.IwM W i f h q y ~ J U  
k f a r m i g o ~ ~ I t f t ~ * ~  

Torrfbt 1YPl;lag 
E m  W i r e ,  Augwt 12,1992 

h t e W W : T i r r c ~ @  
, - , . *  -li=,r.,-. ., - . - -  .-... I : + i  ,. : -2 > ,:%- 

f & h l o U W b . ~ i m m r e p - 5 e d t b c i r m r l n c m p ~ u ~ i i g n w  well 
In the drbr hQ@pik #yWWt mWs witkt thc midhind Wlgsu and tow!@ k, tImong 
hmors began gmwiq dm, By the 1% it hiid became their staple fwd some, Fmm 
wntiwed to grew cum 8 &&IN, pigs, aad cattle. Tbw who grew am d y  hr human 
c o ~ u m p t i o u ~ ~ ~  mpm. Within 4h &Ids, wwlnn alsa tcnddgwdens o f c u ~ r s ,  
m&m, yartls, e@tuit.,~aab~#,WW& sugar cane, and vaims herbs md spices. FmiW IWI as papayas, 
b- and pimppl~s dw pew wdt in the lush c~uatryside."~ 

IZmong fanning nWh& w e ~ c  labor intensive. Ma clearing the fitAda, every &ember of tbe famiry 
h d t a p l a n r ~ k f o r e ~ e r ~ n r e & ~ , O ~ ~ s ~ t b e ~ ~ ~ ~ . V ~ U r t g s  
b ~ m i ~ f o r & W f o r & e ~ s a d m a n r n a d e u s e d & ~ t m ~ a n d b a d l b o o t o ~ i o n ~  



After the rains, the Hmong planted p~ppy  mtk for opium, their cash crop, Carrying b & h  OR their 
kb, mothers w ~ d c d  fie&, O k r  children m h k d  yaunger ones, and hauled water to the hlds or 

to the village. At summer's end, fad ies  reaped 'wly rice." In f d ,  they harvest& corn, "late 
b,n and opium. Rim had b ba & m d  quickly bfm tao much was lost t toh birds or the wind. With 
their mops in rn* bins, Hmwg famitics celebrated the ktitival of the New Yew ad prepared far the 
agt.lcultura1 cycle ID begin again, 

M e t  a few yem in the m e  bh, newby field8 becam exhaus@, so farmers had to travel further ' h n  their vilkrgea -day to work, Somatimes me8 built: small &eltern to shy id while @lingdistant fields. 
, W b n  avm fh i  k m a  hpmC(M, farmera sought out new Imde and hausehoids or eatire villages 
, mlwabd. For this reason, farmers dfd not W d  large, psmmnt buses. Strong, Ilgbtweight bmb, tied 

with bmp, f o d  the framework for a peaked-mf shelb. Uging axes, h m c a ,  and wed@, men 
~ ~ Z a r g t a n d d s h ~ l ~ ~ h w d w o o d t n r a k s  to fill in fhewabormf.ThaWelephmtgws 

8 &a sewed for w f ' g  material. 



Above: a 8 

- p ~ x w ~ P w v -  
iace, 2%6. Photographer: Wayne Per- 
sona Belaw: Tawb rar * (rotartcr 
mrrycage),firsanyhgUwbair~iwe 
game. Scturce M w w n  ef Minwm&. 

Inside, H m m g ~ ~ l p ~ t c a d o f o n e  largemulti-pqmse raomaad meor two smaller nwms 
fordeaping, W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ w d r h o v e r I u ~ ~ ~ t o u e s .  Over asmall fireon the dirtfloor, 
a metal tdpod bldq w&%r quick fkyhg meat8 and veptab1~s.~~ Sfnce dice was aten at every mag, 
pounding rice t a sepwqb%#s~hmthe  huskwas adaify chore. Children sam~timc~ wore a carrying 
baakd laden witb m&~ b # v d ~ l v e s  enough weight to pua~b doam tbc heavy ricx pounder. Metal 
cookingpaiq o ~ ~ ~ & ~ & W a t b r m a l l e s f o r ~ y m e a l s , c o u I d b e b $ r t ~ ~ b v e l h ~  
merchants, Men BrrfWmp tr, Mbion waden r i a  cookers. 

Hunting for Food 
Back &n [1W4 ~ w e d m o s s b w  to killsqaimls a d  bir&. Tkey were a& to kill wm, 

but it was h @ i m j g  J@w@her, Ywuuld IIke to buy a H w n g  had-ma& gun. * It cost fw 
s i l w r b n r s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I b b y b r o t h c r a n d I ~ & B w g h t a ~  IYewent&mhtirt& 
wildpighsr- d & & & ~ k r t k e ] r n g l e .  InLaus, akurrth~iicemewnarr~iod,. , .Wirerr 
~ w o m ' i w o r k b g m i j ~ & ' t ~ & i t o r ~ c r r o u &  I t m k m y r e k t i y ~ s & w w e n t ~ ~ g .  
f A a d a g d ~ ~ I ; ; . # t f . M c h & e r , .  ..I ~trFrisdugf;rronesi6uerkr..,. Eachtinw 
we w a t  hunt&& r c r i k # & f ~ ~ ~ ~ & w  deer. Ifwehad ten people, Iwodddi~ide themat into tenpiks. 

Ctria KouaXoPog 
Eau Chire, N e t  5, f 992 
~~~~: SmldcheiXimg 

Tramlator: Pa0 Lee 

In Urn, uhtlnting seasonf* lstsd yearmund Farmers wried 
h a n d - m & ~ w s o r m ~  to the fields h the mami* Qn 
their way, they ~t snares or traps to catch wild roosters or 
grouse. A mmmon snare, the h1u.a m w s  ~ M m  njm"), was 
u d  to catch bhk. A hunter loo@ a afd at the opening of a - bamboo tube, and then brited it with a worm or piao of mm. 
m e n  ttra Wrd reached i4s h a d  In to eat, 4he snare tripped atrd 
mught tbc W. After working in the &Ids, farmem hunted for a 
few h m  or emptied traps on the way 

F m  rr young age, boys lelund to trap q&ls and rats, M 
catch birds oa bmbao perches smeared with trea sap. As men, 
they buoted dmr, wild b u s ,  bears, and even tigeq ~omcthw 
lwhg prey with a tamed Wild boar m i l d  be w p e d l y  

m, (-, s m ) ,  d fw d w p m  imaw tbey charged when mered,  If a hunter's 
smrrgsme, WWWSW&WS gcln rnhfkd, he might be BW open by a boar's sharp hub. 
with ~ ~ t l l y ~ ~ .  ~ c c 1 I Q ~  
ofMtmeso&. 



, ...-.: ". I . ,,XI<.. _ ,.....,. l..,,l,.. I I - -.- -.-- ' *A* L Lab 
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Creating "Flower Cloth'" 
Btsbs weeding fields, caoking meas, snd cuing f ~ r & W m ,  b o n g  women idso made cI&g for 

their families. lo Lsos, clothing styles prwided me indimdun of h u n g  subgroups. For uample, Blue/ 
G m n  b n g  women wore shhratuly W e d  s k h  w W  mmasted with the plain white pleated 
Wts of White Hmong. Stripd Hrnong womdn woro t y s  with &wing darlr blue md blnck atrips 
enchiing the sleeves. This visual divlsion perbsp4, dates back to h q  ori- in Chim. @aI tradition 
relate41 that a Chinow emperor hopd to divide euhd woslrttn the Wmang by arbitrdy d n g  -in 
v U q p  to dreans diffetentlymi4AEter gcnemt4w in laxi, cmmniea and dialettcdaeriatons in language 
Wcr &tlaguished the nurnamtts subgroup. 

Before they could buy cloth fm travelhg merchants, women cultivated and processed hemp (mj] 
for cloth. The w e a b e  process required month of planting and weeding fields, hamating and hand- 

A h :  F o l d m d W d  byXao Y, 
i~~m*w~ianm 1985. 

Bslow: R W r  @& kt in c k t b  



I 
stripping sW, and qhnins, b b b i n g  aad weaving fibera. 
Wpite the mount ofwork q u i d ,  hmp skirts were hared 
@d~lyamagWh& Wmoqwomctibwof the  hemp'^ 
dw&Bity ad M€y bbld plakt5 In t4e 2&h century, Gdtm 
became s reitdy m€s&w abetter &ti lo villages encumged 

I m p o ~ d  mc;te bertds, and sihrar dns dm 
kgall to a m  as tkmttive additions. 
H m o n g & h 1 , ~ t o m a t & y ~ a @ l l u a d ~ ~ ~  

C 
amW nmcmus twbkpmwhicb 
they referred to tatnub 
("pahdtro"), or flowm &&. Tbey 
m&€hemost o f l m t & ~ . c t t t -  
fy* n a ~ m f k  Ma fi* w sew- 
hg in the d m w y a  dW@hmm. 

S l t l m b a t r I -  

l kurrrabauteightpwsaf2, My 
?nm#&mtiP&Id~wm 
dkw... co&-w".&[Bbse 
H n t w ~ d  skitl.,., 18tarl o ~ r  th 
tmpartcms-siitcharrbmymmab 
tkbptikmrhetop, ,..ad+& 
done with the @e and everything, I 
he@ her toput ~ i q d o n  topad onccusodrdttenlcriptwbkhwas 

bomm.... I/&lyHneolggHdem banned by a Chinem Pamperor, 
about cross-shck wlim they're I Rmng w~rnen were said to have A MstIrr Plops gfi a 

ya#ag..., men thq are wlRZng to ~coqmmtadtbech~cfs in lotk ir  BE~W 
ncedlework in an attempt to pre- d q @ ~ ~ ~ i ~ o n ~  

h h c J l d d ~ ~ w r o r v r y i r m 4 m o n d  ~ / G r * ~ t 8 * o * . ~ b . r u u L f l n f f g r -  s e s e r v o ( h 0 ~ .  babymtser are iurerrderlto * ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ s . ~ ~ Y o u  ~ ~ ~ ~ - , & & ~  gucrrd her CUM un- 
L v r n l o r q f t k a n d d i d n ' r d o  *.pphp4ard.byiV.lmYang. Whik col0fi1. ~ n n e  w i n g  mdb d& p h  
e [ e b e ]  ... ~ f w r r w f i w  H - W ~  unk- mhf llhY ~~ f ~ ~ i o n d  to ward off or foal JO~~I*, :  TW W- 
e h bm. dgrs & and "8-." E 1 w P k h  ed- e d ] ~  ~pffib. A 
M w p e r y e c r ~ ~  pmwribe a. to be Med to a p~tient's abi  for pWorr. 

T-  ire Mothers wrapped Infants in vivid b a b y d ~ m  and d r a t 4  them la tassic8, multi- h a ,  The 
M# mh M ~ X A  8 , 1 ~ 3  Wdren were tbw dagui9ed as flowers in hopes of prat~dfng them &om u&bmily spirits who might 

i m r :  TfrJs %tttmPlpf tO their w ~ s ? ~  



By reading signs aPd coaataunicatin 

&physical p b l c m  had 
w a  pbysid, an hrbbt, w 

r mams which occur 
Mghtened or lured away Wir bodias by 
Wrinndly dab. The sidc p t m n  was laid mxi b w 

I Wr eqaip~ed with offerings of imme, doe, & . 
" ~ a ~ c l p x o ~ b y s w o r d s a r t d ~ b a l l s . T k '  

" &aman p i d  a veil-wer his at her head, en&& @ 
a moo begm invblmtdIy shaking A. '-1 _. &stant h i t  a sacred gong to Mghten unfriendly 

- h b .  Spirit h c b  acmmpded the 8hmm who 'a 
m n y ,  h a g  m y  horn, the s h m  tossed the 
@t horn of a buffalo on the ground, teading the 

WC tW0 [hew S N ~ ~ I ,  L q  
X b m d C ~ X ~ t h q l p r e t h e  
wtaprhatteIlywrwhydrspersmIs 
sick what b m g  with &/her 
$pf i t ,WkY*spSr i t~naf *e  
w l d t t k p m ' s * T k e y Q l s D  
teli you whme the person's spi'rif 
Ras fellen - tp which cemetery or 
~ ~ w a a a r ~ w i l l ~ # P k a s  
k i d  trf a d m i  tQ wripce .*., the 
a W  apid  will itrt in there* an$ 
dflbscCkd16''dt oome~ C b  # tthe 
persm's dpdN then the a ~ i ' s  
@it will bite w figkt w'ih the h i 1  
W&* 
Neng Lor Lee 
Euu Chire, December 18,1992 
I ~ ~ c  J w e  P. Leary 
P a d t o r :  Kao Xiwrlp 

ence M w m  of Minnesota An rrssij- 

~ a r a . r r * a r + ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ -  &ntbealsrhgongwlrlletkshmn 
rwnring c e m m y ,  Teu Lu, m d w n  hm, MalFJuly 1973. visits the spidf world lo ward off un- 
Photop+w: W.E. GarreW: @Nutiawl Omgr&ic w, fr&nd& MIS and irpvi~e helprspirits. 



NwYl r: Celebrating th. Hawest 
W f ~ t k ~ ~ ~ ~ e t w e t f t h r n o n t h o f t h e  par,thekongoel&ratcdNew~&~ttre 

hmatt*inl.~b&mEaaivmRvnn~tv~#une~ k r o l h e n t c W p g  
&pofoatiq& gmc~,nw& aaddw, ft w ~ s t i m ~ ~ ~ r  l i ~ I n g ~ . ? l o ~ ~ s w c r c  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y e a x ; a n d i a c c ~ w ~ b ~ b i n ~ t e i n ~ n ~ w . ~ & n a a d  
~ihp ~ d w ~  led spseistl emmonics, tqrw* tBeP @tu& far the pist y W s  bounty 

mumh@j pI m+ at w h d e ~ & & ~ ~ o ~ ~ S d ~ ~ o f ~ c l r ~ ~ & t R e q i r i ~ o P ~ m t s  
f iymrr,  -&--. md fitfds and h o m d  b o w  qiftb, mmtm 4 tb muls oP 1iviw Eamity memb~s. 



Qej &kn hnca at New Year srt Sam 
Thwg, 1%9. Piwrogmpher: Wayne Perm$.  

TBdoughout tha y ear, Hrnong women, y u a g  d o l d ,  worked 
on elabmkly embroidered cxwtumm for £hmsebes and their 
bnalllcs. At Mew Yew they adorned do- hemy dver 

*bout &, s WM rn- of mnqm*. &sew 
~m~$iFlswatstheirnewcostumtstt,caurt.~- 
ing pnw, b&ng cloth baUS to suitors who . 
wooed them with lova wags. Married men A 

&runbled an @$in& bull8 and horn m, > 

M~~ %iW the ah witb sounds of Hmang 
violins and ma, Q e j  players competed h-1 
m u ~ m ~ p e t . % a ~ ~ a l t  acmbatic 
dmw rlm?mwnn. 

DwhgNau Ymr's t h e  - no work 
ear d ball tm$in$ a d  & a lot 
singing ..,, My first We, m t  emh 
hg k 9  lip ,... J H ~ Q S ~ M  #ime to 
to Ml #id with my ~~ ..,- 
neyasMmebgu*..&~~~sbaUba&' 
and forth .,.. The older shters, thy fom# 
the h e r s  or boys to tms Iw'thJ, k c u w v  
bgys come and iwk .... An mck qf mi&, 
tDokjwwkoIemordttgandhehudwt 
foavfd a* .... Then ffml& he c w  
t o r t l e a n d a s k r s t e ~ t o s s - h e w - 8  
gal-mIsaysum.fts with himfora 
coup& miwtes, the# @u€ly me of my 
cousins h o w  ,.. kkat we are retat& we 
ape the same  me [clan] ... He pull my 
unch away @m me ortd another cwk 
come and say "Oh, sttame on you! Ym h 
not toss with ymr own m, VUB. SO I 
say "Well, 1 did not b w w  he is a Vw." 

H o w  Vw M u  
Eau Claire, May PO, 1993 

Im&wr:rnPf;af W V " r r M ' r - # Y - E - J - ~ ~ r  
New Yew's mt& with Wvy dlw d m  a d  French 



Poppies for the Frmch: Cash, Taxes and Power 
For msral gcmrstti- b o n g  villagers lived in remote northern ha far from tbe gaze ofBritish 

and h n & o d ~ t s .  B3 the m2d-19th century, however, the European m e n  had f d t h e i r  sWb 
andmili~mlghtera~maisi.~hc~andptop;ltsd~~e~i;l~gruupl~and~o'mic 
rivaky. Hu#1ngdtivatimdqiwfbrbartarw~titually draw theatwntiondpwwful ooIonUhtertsi9, 
p r o d u c i n g a a ~ w i t h f w ~ ~ M ~ w ~ .  
k a p e I ~ ~ l a o W ~ ~ ~ ~ B t i ~ ~ t w l ~ ~ h u x a t i w ~ ~ ~ . " ~ ~  

& M , @ o y e d d & ~ ~ t a C 3 i i n a ' s ~ y l J m i t a ~ w e m ~ d  
for inv- in &@an& Unable ta e a g s  the BriW openly, the P d  wqbt 



m h  of fertile 

the mmott northern 

To mafta Frtnch I n M n a  profitable, &wmm-&rwd Fglrl Doumer dbxkd his a$te&aa 
sway from China to the $rowing opium trade. $ h ~  &bxle&g S @ p  in 1862, tb FreW M 
bxed the trsde to pay for the devclspment ofMWmHw& h 1889, Downer moved f i r t h  By 
&@lisbing an offidd g o m e r t t  Dpivm morwpoIy. He Mi a refinery in Saigaa, p m & g  
dmporbd opium to be sold thmughwt Indochina, Within a few yean, revenues increased by Xl 
gt~sent  and the mlonial treasury for the f h t  tima dwwd a surplus. From 1899-1939, the 
mmlv b r t t d  60 tons of raw opium each year Born bm wnd Turkey. The government 
b s ; d  dens and retail t b p ~  ~nhdochinah 1939, mpplylag more than 100,&Xl addins. 
Tax revenues from the mde solidified the d o n i d  treasury a d ,  by attmcting other inv- 

- klitactly f inand colonial nilways* schda and h m p b k p  
In 1939, World War I1 erupted in Europe. Japan -pied Indwhh tbe foilwing year, but 

"' temporarily left French administrators in their positioas, Cut off h m  Wd-Eat mppliets. the We- m qllfilAl kl Xw m- 
~chttlrnedta~fnongfirnnemwh~api~mw~highly~,~Opiumpap~i~required ~c,crr,l~.Atfrsb~McCggB1971,~s 

' mil md w a t k  conditions found st altitudes ahwe 3,000 feet. la Xeng Khoumg and Sam Nwa ~ ~ ~ b T ~ ~ s ~ f b r 1 0 ~ s f *  
pravinas, raw opium was worth its weight in sitver. Wmongfamm vdud ths easily vansported wrsegohm@ uww1i@S225~m011 

the m w  #New York, 



crop etnd tdd most of it to Chinew and U o  rnsrcltmts for silver, salt, cloth, aad tools. Smdl m~unts, 
were used for ~ i U  p w p m  to combat diarrhm and by oldex pp1e as a pain reliever far aching 
join&. A strong village work o W  dimwaged addiction.% - - - 

Twenty years the F& had trid to increase the ld 
supply ofopiurm. ? B t i r ~ d W ~ n m r e d ~ c l ~ g ,  through14 
Thai and Lao admWtrWm without doasulting Hmong fei ldmwb 
viewed it aa h e  latest Iaastriagof do l s c r i m i n a t o r y s l c k , & ~ ~ t ,  
a bloody rebilion swept a c n m e r a  Viatam mdhm5rorn 1919 
to 1921. Rebel leader Pa W Vue called fur sn independent Hmmg 
kingdom centered rtt: Mea Phu h northwest Vietmm.B The 
rebellion created a w W i  orisirs and was q u e d  only afser mgukr 

wautd be either unable or 
~ V M ,  be gave them tire option of 

pmdwd an Mum in Nond Het and 
t the regim. Ln just a few y a m ,  Indochina's opium 

rising to 60,6 tons in 1944. Colonial offic~r 
pam hW: "Opium used to be one of the dies 

of tb Imd; today it is king."26 
&&re World Wrr R, &French Gmrmenrhght opium in Ahhnistu~ 

andIBIE;ia, and w u l r e h d  it at HmL Durkrg rk war, w h e ~  &ey c d  la6 
bnger itnprt it, rkey encouraged l a c a l p p ~ g r o w h g  so &at the Chinese, the 
Vie twme~,  and drench &rs in the c d h y  c o d  still get heir suppla.. . , 
Thecropwgrontn~inly byMm[HmmgJ tribes, adthe Yam, and tosome 

T e 4 @ @ W w * m O % l j f M *  biy dire hh snd L i s w  [w ,.,Opium j h m  Xi- K h i a n g  and Sam 
mh&lnMJ- * 9 3 3 - A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ *  Nesrcr wrts wpecfalEyprizea It on& Had a sevmpeme~t mtphine content but 

according to b e  who s m h d  it, tkf luvar  was ace-. 



... Iamchpmhce, r k e F m m i t w r s p & i c r g ~ m ~ h ~ w ~ $ r c t p % . ~ t ~  
tried 60 d d  directly with tkcpduws,  which didn't work mr. TAey a w & Y p q  h p d t w s  
~ t h q ~ t k m o l p h b w ~ t o f & i r q o p i t u f f ,  a a d a n r r . E y ~ ~ ~ m d ~ .  The 
~ w t e g ~ w s w e r e ~ ~ p o a r ~  t k g r ~ ' t w a t t r h a t k m g . ~ t k ~ & r r B t o w e  
mrrWlmwn, usuu!& Chitme m h a t r ~  wlao ,lhrrd= cupW&wre f o & w ~ ~ m o n y .  
Thereweteab Y W w m  La4 andafewMm[Hmmd wbhadgrmm rtdi, I B m  rCQrdbm" 
paidfir xtce crqp in tush muking sure k t  &re was a -me mtgh betwa&epke 
paid the pawah, rind theprice they redwdfnlm t i r e F r s n c h A ~ r i t h t  ~ p & d & ~ s  
i n s ~ r ~ ~ n f m m t h e B & o f I ~ ~  o r e k w i t h $ o l p d r u f y l c ~ i o w ~ ~ m & e ~  
price, 30 thy mude a W k  proft. 

Touby t-6 1972 
(Cawf 116-1 7) 

Touby tyfmig's su~oeu e~~ Kim to the French. The relatiomhip was furWt &m%d by 
ability to organize Hmmg m l i h  to &st the Japmm wayation. In 1944 a t a m  a,&& French 
~ ~ ~ d o a s l a d b ~  s e c o n ~ ~ i 8 ~ t e n ~ ~ u r i c e ~ a u t h i s r , d m ~ ~ ~ u t e d i n t d ~ ~ ~ g  
with thowands of pwnb of ammunition ad explosives. Sinw French intelligwce o f f l c w 8 ~ b m S i l y  

, spomd by the lapanew, Gauthier's team qaickIy linked up with the 
, rug@ temh, Hnmg perrilk traversed mountah Wile quickly wit 

the remainder of ihe oaupatron, IWmong villagers lwboted French 
intelligeflce and b d  J a p w  patrol.n 

After Japan's ckfcat, the communist Vietaainh (Vieham Independence baguc) and &aeo IISSM+ (Free 
b] led growing nationdist movemenb that tried to prevent the retwn of the Fredx ~~. The 
French rewarded Twby Lyfoung's continued mistaa~e by app~inihg him c h a w @ @  Q&d& &hh- 
Wittar), for the fitst tima granting the b m g  direct r e p ~ ~ t t l t i o n  at the national twdl.~ Sm~motlg, 
+bowever, were not unitd be&d the F r e d .  By supporting Twby Zyfmg, tbe F r e d  WbWtpd his 
blitid rival, LO Fay dmg Bliayao, armd inflamed a I o n g d n g  feud betarem the In 4 Ly dm@. h 1935, 
the French bad promised the kJmg Hot psition to h Fay- but fmr years later $hey didnot Wxg birn 

~~wEde11t1y loyal ad and hihi b m  the election. 
[. Lo Faydsag lpcw emblmred against mlonid rule. He d t e d  farmers driven imo dab( by Touby 
Lyfoung's h v y  "opium tax," a hardship which wrneth compelled families to sell thekchildren. After 

War JI, I& Smong Resistance L q w  joined the Vietnamese and Lao redstma to Fmce'a return 
~ r . ~ T h e  rivaky between the two mea became a lasting one with significant conaeqwca far the 

Hmong duTing the next chapter of Southeast &ta% historyxy, 

The Pfmong mid walk eighth 
t e n m i l e ~ a t r k w r r f o r 4 8 h r s . f  
cmiderd #tysev in cop pJrysicu1 
slsapc, butin tkeearly&sI had 
great diflculty in k q p h g  the 
Hmong pace. IN the j~ngle,  I 
stru@dto$dhthepaceOfrhe 
lnanb@reme,Iwasmaidthai 
the Hmonip ayqmachd a maun- 
tabtop by M h g  stmight for its 
p e & N m o f ! h Q ~ u p U i e  
mowrtak OM day, Iuskrbthe men 
with m wkj, tlPey a h q 3  waked 
s t r ~ i g h $ t o t h e ~ o p ~ a ~ t a i ~ A l l  
o f ? b d & ~ m 1 R  d i s W .  
OM man amwered s@&: Th~t's 
wkere we're going. " 
French 2 d  Lr. Maurice G u ~ h i e r  
June HtmiCtom~Menitt~ (31) 



Amsricm and Thd fRImwmm 
McDemotr Library, U0nivtra.i~ 





J led a group of Maborrt 3-40 ,,. 
v i l b ~  adlids or maq& .,, &I at- 
tack the J # p m  ..,. We m i d  ~~~ hhehAJI .,,. weap 
  we red^^^^^ 
cialguwmm C c b m ~ &  h l  

t o t W e ! q w d n a t B a a . ~ &  
d i d w t r e c c i w ~ ~ a h  
use H m n g  w d e  ~ E U W  ..,. The 
H q  L Q ~  f-1 
atPdtkMien tYuo)fo@t- 
withthe French, mcm&oF&&ng 

Japan's sumrrder in 1945 dM&y ended the mmqe of World War 11, h t  it by no me= m l v d  
the pbli&al situation in South&& Ask, Neither Weham nor Lws could -pa the img shadow of eventti 
unfddhghpmt-war Burope.TheSaviet Unign, mdy of& UnitadStates shuing the war, mesnaged 
as 1t.s most powerful e m y .  "Kc Scvlet Red &my ompied Eastern EUpspe and &owed lW inclination 
to withdraw. France, Italy, lt~dother European w n h  hsdbeen severely w o d m d b y  the war and now 



> . I  --' 
T: *:hem@rin g% ionas aaraAg 

thernmmmwbtti, 
F 

on Ftance'es 

Z 
6 The war bad lingering affects a&odsts  MI gairsexf tit~mgth and 

wnfldence resirding the dapamse %5, b y  bad o r g m  a provisional 
tbs ihmmratic Republic of Vietnm 
because of his communist ties. They 

#border, they recruited v 
- ha& relied heavily on 

Despite early French d v a d w ,  the Nos Viehimme A m y  (PAVN) 
g w w s ~ g e r w i t h a a c b ~ g y m r . T h e  1949cmmWf in China I iwnaified the mflict and, trom an Amcrieaa pmpc&c, niscd Lo 

,&dm. Mm Tse Tung's foms funneled Wnie  and Swkt ~ I i u a  to the 
PAVN. Tbc United States simnltaneoualy E a d  its & d y  aubtaatial ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ @ u ~ ~  

hwdwwmu in h&ast A&, J m  9,1954. State Htstoriwl of mstcrial support of France. U.S. National Scourity Cwndl Study 48/2 
%&, WHi fr)) Im* &.dared on December 34 1949 that the Waited States e h l d  "mutidm 

&aiely the dev~lqnent  of threats fm Chmwht aggmssioa, direct or indirect, and be prepared to help 
?$&thh our means by providing polithid, ecmwmic, and military mistance ttnd advice ,.., Particular 
. 'is&dtioa should be given to She problem of hdo~hinti."~ 

In Lam, the natiansrist movement had dm W n  during the Japanese accupatiw, In 1941, Japan 



IhrdPherekadbeenagteat 
bai t id  and t h t  the Wqmpk 
W @ u g k t q h & d l p i B g r l f e e  
French, I &ou& it W , k  w y  
d!YweEwrld&h~* 
SarrwerPerrry#11&3m*& 
@iATrnpdfarrdM@*dbts 
p r i m  w.. 1 rn 
h i m a a w ~ u g t a l d ~ r & ~  
back "Amuwkkptpk Cmtea 
 or^^ Lllidfw wilf 
flghttog&er.*Solrtiwm&#& 
matah und begun to 
a13 tBc flmon$] viSXrrgesjhm mr 
own boss ,... E v e y  v i t h p  
@ ~ # d  orgaaizers arud $mid 
s ~ o u t s a n d ~ ~ ~  

Lo Faydung BHayoq 1957 
Intewkww: Wilfred Bur&?# 

r-v 

pcmived the Thai 8s a pwiq threat, Y%0y sought a way toprevent Pan-taipmpagmia fram ems@ 
the Mekong and funhcr weakening thair position. Cofonid o@er Cbarlcs RoohU v h e a d e d  a 
~ ~ t m m u a t p T h s i p l o p a g . a d a b y p r o m a t i o g L a o l i t e r n b u c m d m ~ b ~ ~  
~tinganationll&valqpwMpmgnm,aadspoasoring~~msrchesaadnllics.Thecsmpaiga 
worked tao well, mush$ ~~ Lacmatiow sa&mWs that* Frnnch cauM mt mnmhga 

In 1945 Japanese hpknented a conp and p m -  
m m d K i n g ~ a n g V m g m k c d c c I a t e ~ ~  
~ . A f t a t J ~ ' r s ~ t b b ~ ~ a o f i , ~  
Pktsarath,Wt~m@&that independeuct byapgu- 
in$ that idwe tZBt French had b n  unable to proteci 
Iaos d&g the war, they no longer had authoriQ to 
murne pmer. Mefmmedasew govmunmt Utedthe 
Laa Issara (Fw W)l The Brig &aped* HG web 
c o m e d t h ~ m d ~ P h e b a r a t h o f d l o ~  
yet tbe mmuehts mppm iP Vientiane w a ~  l h ~ i t p d . ~  
Membm ofthe ralhghm elib remdtxl divided over 
whether to dlyh1mIrsri th tb~ietddiorpurarue 
~ b i a n ~ ~ t b e F ~ e ~ . B o $ l c h o h  
carried the dmgwufmxlga dorniwia. 

PhtsmWs bmtbr* Shouvama WMmta, and Wf- 
brother, SmpWmtm w g e d  to lad competing 
M o m .  A m#d& Stmwma Hmma favored a 
govemetlt of w b a l  rscoxeciihbion that included all 
politicalfacthm. S w p h u m g & t r u M  theFm& 
aad felt that Lmtb hbpenduace could only be woa 
by fom. When the Im h a  w k p d  from Wight- 
&, be sought &upport from tlse Vietmfnh. With their 
help, Soupl~~~wvmg o r g a n a  a mimnce gwm- 
ment iP 1950 called the Pa&Lm ( h d  of Zwo) 
aad was joined by w a g  l& b F8ydag Blbym 

~ 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a  his Hmw Re&mm h g u 6 . Y  
l~tlehhe grrrr, ca* i9H. fY. Yocoy. Hmmg 
~ I ~ t d W t h e F r u P c k ~ ~ J ~ ~ ~ ~  W e  i& North Vietnamese oounterpzrxt, the P a W  
tfors~afiBdthetr~bh4pCrWorZclWarll. L a ~ p r ~ f d a c ~ m m ~ n i & # d & e , ~ ~ t i h , t s ~  

were f b t  mid fommmt ~ t i o d i s b .  ln LBO% unlike 
many Third World muntrics whm revolutions hsvc ocnund, the land and its riches were not owfled by 
a h y e U t a , ~ P a W L a a ~ a o t ~ ~ 1 6 1 1 O W ~ f 6 1 b y p ~ i ~ ~ & b d ~ o m . T h c y ~ p p e a l t d  
i n a ( c a d t o ~ ~ r m d ~ f r t i m ~ T b d y s p m t r h a e w i ~ v i l l a g a a i n t b e c w o t r y s i d e ~ ~ a  
m n u l t i ~ ~  state, while the Royd Lao Govmmant @LO) mbed kkted in Vientiane and focused 



a d y  o n t h e l o a r l a n d ~ . 3 ~ F a y d a n g 3 s s ~ o f t h t ~ ~ ~ b e t F a o e d h ~ t r , t t t e ~ H e r : ~  
,-yd and Ma bitter rivalry with Taby L-g, 

me Patbet b attracted an hcrming ~ttmker  sf q p k r s ,  yet its &Id orgamizuoion paled in 
'cwllpahn ta that of the North V-. T k  feopk*~ h y  of North Vietnam (PAW') sWfld 
-lies and troops along the muiltaimn~ 6f Mmq$aly m d  Sam b a  pvinces ,  but W y  Wir 
wty remahd Vieanam. TtaG hnchbuiltonbkaalr$rrctw6tsToubp L y f o u n g m d c w W w d t  
~a~gandothuLaothhighlmde~. W e l ~ t a t f w t r a ~ m o u n t a i a s , H m o n g ~ a p p U e d t h a  

, mnt hit-and-run tactics in Law tbmt the PAVN watt myhying so sumsdully in Vietnam. 
Northern hasderedboth sides a strategic locritiond an6conomicresource whichm~mateddIy 

aid their efforts, When the P A W  invaded h e m  has in 1M3, aae of their objectives WM to seam the 
~ o p i a ~ c r o p , n ~ t o b u y ~ m d ~ t i m O a ~ e b W ~ k ~ t , s i z r ~ B f ~ u m  
bat m a c $ i n e p c l t r d 5 0 Q ~ d ~ h I r i l o 8 p u n : W a n a a t o ~ ~ & S ~  
~ T h e W d T ~ L y f o u t r g ' $ ~ ~ U ~ & ~ w W h l W ~  
~ a w x l ~ o f d t a r y ~ ~ ~ ~ x * b o p i u m t r a d e ( ~ ~ h l g S O )  

- enablnrSFmch intellipnce offpems to remit -#@ quip Laotian ~ ~ r s  caw@? 
In April 1953, the Vietnamese 316th Peop'Ie'skotmgr Whim, P a k t  Lao irregulm, &bfiayd&s 

~ o f t % a p f l i l i a ~ X i ~ ~ ~ u a n g C i t y , F x P m ~ ~ ~ T a u b y L ~ ' s ~ ~ t b c m  
S t c ~ h w h i l e t h e F m c h & ~ i f t e d t t o o p ~ ~ ~ ~ a e a r b y  PlainofJm.T9gattuerrtbywere 
able by the year'sesd todrive the c o r t ~ m u n i s t s ~ d ~ ~ P r o v h .  Notably, ~~~ 
(later r e d  Air America), rn &lint owned mdapatcd try tire CLB, flew U.S, A& F o m  tmamp~~ 
with French markhp to nmppiy thw foras in mkastcm Laos. CIA operative Colm1 E h d  
 had w i ~ ~ o s g r n ~ w e ~ ~ ~ ~ w d r t o u r o f l ~ i a ~ ~ o f  1953, 
Hb abgervhns no doubt Muen& President E k & m m ' s  &&ion to deploy U.S. Spe& Porn  
~soryteozatsin19S9.ThebmsrectPiraddtrsaiaadfaotiraa~~mia,~hwatfareSa~ 
bwhhitiativcs S n S a u t h ~ a s t A s i a . F a n ~ ~ ~ ~  YhemaigthoughtwsarOobv~mmrly 
wart&& trip wire sort of thing with these Wesin the ~ ~ ~ n g i n t e I l i g c m  onNorthVic:twnm 
mwements..,. lsaving tb rice-pmhchg IwvSm6 of T b h d  md Vietnam by sealing off tbe mntain 
Witration routes from China md No& 

Asl the war intashd, mounting French d t i e s  weakand s u m  in hrb andcries for a diplomatic 
mtrlernent grew louder. The timing paint came in 1954 at Ditn Bien mu. By garrisoning a large n u m k  
of irmps and supplb in the bowl&aped valley of northweat ViePnw Oenctal Henri Navme to 
late the PAVNiatoa more traditiondpitdwd battle wheretheFmch would have theadvantage. D h  Bien 
Phu's location w d d  also enable the F d  &arrisw to amhat  futura PAVN h v ~ i o a r ~  of The 
North Vietnamese defied N a v m  by wing ~~ of soldiers and mlies to had heavy &lery up the 
atcep mountain slopes. Once h place on peaks surmnndiag the @mima, their guns pounded F m h  
positions, The day before delegates met in Beneva to negotiate a peaceful settlement of the oanfwct, Dien 
Bten Phu was OVePnm. 

My hitial canversation wlth 
Tm@ w w  straightfbmrwk I fold 
h h  l e  A l k  were -&ring 
hdiHg the m?u, mom f m p s  
would h atriving a d  w were 
preaarfirg 14PBlft t % ~  Jamnew. I 
mkedhim*hedrou& andhe 
mirC "I'm with y a n  He said he 
~ M l h g c a ~ l u r d h i r t g  
M s p Q p k ~ 0 * $ 7 g h t t a ~  
with M. We sgrecdbghrs w e a m  
t o h i s & & d r r x i ? l ~ t o U s e  
them, ararl h i  h n  hw k f l g h t .  
T C l l ~ - ~ ~ o f m q ;  
t h e r e ~ ~ 0 Q U g S t d O l l q f ~  
f R e . I W T d y s 4 w h W m  

AdumiC4? Ga#tAirr 
brewimp July 1988 
(Hm'ltwr-MerrWt, 27-28) 



.,. Our -in task was m cmvirrce the world that the SorrJemiAsicr war was an aggrmsh mow 
by the Comamists to subjugate the tatire area. To mk this clear was a realnectmity: ow people 
es well as the citixem of the kreeA~miatedStutes of Iwi&hiw [Vietnam, Laos and Cmbodk] 
had to be aswed of rk ma meaning of the war, 

A i r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ W r s a l l d c M t l o r P s i n ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  
CR 2- ThW& C d c .  American 8hmoMty ww msbnti#l in 
huw&elorkc RT& tmh ~ ~ # t l r y ~ ~ ~ A k A ~ n ' C a  
p i h  R&W HipW&ut@d&wprknnr)l~haw&: &k& 
wi& motwtw, & w" [ ~ - # n d ~  fim- 
W, d, i n ~ k F B T w & w ~ ~ ~ & & W I l O b d a g P D l f $ k 0 1  
dmD 

Dwight D, Etsehwer 
Mun&t-4?fm Change 1953-56 

McCoy & Adam (140) 

AItbqgh not signatory to the 1954 Geneva Accords and thus not legally bwaa 
by thsm,the Americans exertad suhlluxtfal influence to f i w h r  their anti-wmmunist 
age*. Am& divided Vie- wdy in half at ?ha 17th parallei and ma& 
p a o v W  & elections to be held in July 1% to watlify the amby. (Sucb eledlons 

m a  bid), T k y  further g u a m t d  tlw territorial integrity ttf Laos and 
Cambodia atgd called for fm aPd open e k t h m  L m  wati to remain wutd and 
~ ~ m i ~ n g i a t o m i l i t a r y  a l l i . W p c o u n t r i m  were probibibadfrvwr 
~ ~ ~ ~ i n L a a ~ ~ r n a l ~ & ~ 4 g n m i l i t a ~ g r 1 t s g k ~ w a s t o  
bLS W M  to that neamafy t6 enable Lami to its own defew. me Fatbet 
Laomretorepupin t b t w o ~ h p m b a E S 8 m N t u a  mdPhng M y  
'@wag*f htegmbn into h I;teo or&&il,izsatiw.''~ 

fdfying4%bla pro-wesCmkgw@fmmntsItaSwth Vietnam, -,and 
jLSbDg w a  lahued a key "domino.* J. Omham Patsons, U.S. k i s h t  

m b F  w b t m  a, desdbd b s  tts the uibger thrust right into the 
W of Smtbemt Asia." A corn& Lass, so tile thinking went, would 
~bbuthV~,~&rdls,Thai!and,andB~Byhsametaken,tbe 
PJorDB Vietnam- a h  recognized the potential Wefib a f a L a o h  dent state, and 
$mo w m q m d i n g  Wgersof a foe h g i $  weaternborder. OEchl ly  and publicly, 
W tmhd neubal. In fa* Laos became deqdy ambmited k h e  growing 
bodit i ts  in Viemam, exploited by both sides to g& strategic abvantaga. 

The h w i c a n s  saduched In ha for a strong andammunisi leader or, at lest, 
a neutrstistgwcmmantthat didmiindpdetbRciommwist M w l b U S a t w S  
- h a  MidiC Front), the politicid arm afthe Pathct ho. The Unitad States hmvily 
subsidized tb L a u h  emnomy, quickly becoming ?he largest single soarce of 
income. In 1955 done, the Americans fuadGd cl~wanpubli~wurb projects at a cost 
of approximately $1.4 mW~n.'' 'Fhe byd Lm Amy (RLA] received the lion's 
ahare oflJ.S. fhndin~ dwingthe 19- nearly 811 pemntdaneshated $40 million. 



&W overwhelming c8epdsnce off& U.S. poficymkm dramdinmy 
d$@erage with w e  m h b t e r ~ . ~  By wikhbddhg monthly payta~nb, 
@ Udkd States could easily cripple the Laohs m y  and &rsce a vote of iw mddence k &n u-tive gmcment, 
'h l 

r hior ta the 1998 spring aldons, U.S. AmbawW to Law J. Gr&m 
h r n  devised "Operation Booster Shot,'" a pugam daigned to wiD 
muria Sw pm- Western candidatmi. The program h&dM#dy Wbb public 
'w* pmj~13ucR t%~mschoo~s$r td  ~ ~ p l d a , c o ~ ~  of 
;@mt4d ~ w b m  md dispensaries, d in remote air drops of f d  and 
:bedial ~uppliea, Many pro-Westtm candidates wem g t v a  c d i  Ifm 
-$hi& L e g  u d  to p m h m r n d d  tobuy v ~ . ~ $ 3 r n ~ i a n ~  
~Wkfired. Path& Lao d d a k s  ddmumd & a $laxing example of 
$pvt:matantanruptta~,The Pathst bowon9 of21 amM#d sea4astwing 
~ifbf*t for the &adads. The result9 r e % l W  two ebllnd wahm of 
~ w i k r n  RayWt mdidam, Fbt ,  t h q  '#rp~ve p l w d  as paws of the 
Americas, the new ooloahlkts. Seaond, they m&d out of touch with the 
:#pd population and mlagonistic to b9 many mhmitia.4a 

The qkctions did provide Lam with a pomWy 1 e ~ b ~ h t  p~emmat. 
:&oYalise h c ~  the majotity in the ~ a t i d ~ i ~ .  Pm-Wtstd@lomat Phoui 
&mkond wan a sIim 29-21 victory to become m. The minority Pathet 

held 13 of59 mts, a smallalnoportio~ ofscrtsthan hdd by ~~s 
$swing k tfie French and Italian pliamenm ab same tiin~,~SanmSkun~'a 
;$$at ddmaiion to !he assembly quickly shed tb sew pernment'e rrmtraii& 

Eh pledged his g o v m e n t  to "the stmggle witbout fail against tb 
d bhe Comuniat id6otogy in boa? His *kt w* mr 
Ulc far hghl CondUmz for tha Dsferrsa of N s i i d  Meresis 

:$CDrrr). Suuvmna PBoutrtrg temporwily appaiterf Ambawlor to mace, 
~ ~ k e d ~ ~ " & e p o l i ~ p o f b l ~ a t r t u t l k a l i t y  w a s ~ u n d e r ~ ~ i r y  
!& WaW Strrtes md repIaml by m ope* p m A m e h n  posiiion," By 
:%!a&nnMng the policies of the neutralist Souvanna P h w ,  the A m e f i w  
~ ~ t h c p o ~ t i 4 c m a t s t u r d ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f b e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n &  
L~ lhe Pathct bo. 
- In tbc northm ldgMp1mb, tabtive pace followed t4e &partura of the 
:mn&. suIdimxt&~o their farma,hiiiding their weapons for future 
;8t, @posing camp M their encrgia Ward the palltical etru&+ fx, 
. Faydang, as Vice-Resident of the teNEWS, becam a Iadhg figure in the 
~ g F a h t b m o ~ e m t n t . T ~ y L ~ ~ b i s  b r o t h e r , T d a L M  

V ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ W d E k h u P ~ & A F $ 1 t O d ~  
~ l a # a h ~ ~ U . S * ~ ~ h ~ m  
~ e i w t ? 6 t s ~ s f r o A t t k M l i b r ~ I W d i P h o 1 1 P L  Tki$w&ge8 
In lkmm and a- the Ho Chi W i d  Trail. H m g  M W 8  
# d r c r t d O d P ~ i % T k k a ~ l l l t o r c d ~ W ~ ~ ~ ~  
~ 1 0 ? t ~ R ~ 6 u d Z  h # ~ ~ s s ~ r t w . h f a p ~  
C f f c p p - C ~ .  



won h m l  w m b l y  scats in the 1950 elections. They werejoined in Vknthe by U S  candidate Ln 
Fomg Pablia.* 

D q i t e ~ ~ ~ ~ n t m d W d n g ,  kheRLB 
showed Ifttle &Uy or i d h t h n  ta challenge PaChet la0 
pitiom G r a f f ~ ~ ~ b o t B ~ ~ ~ m a t a n d  
military. In the spriaD af 1959, the ggwmwwnt pnssrucd 
~~:m&$ng pathti h a  ti&$ &bhgW into he M m per the ' G e n m  Accords, but .&b, eIMive rebtls easily e m p d .  b. -nc ~g j* m w u w n g  and othcr 
N U S m e r n b m o f t E K ~ ~ l y . I n J u i y , m ~ E u I  
pin-prick attach agabt W4 in Sam N ~ u a  triggered 
@c in Vientiane. Tbt Smmikmm $averment a p p l d  for 

g I n t e W d a i d ~ ~ a W M m a ~ i v e V ~ -  
g ae invasion, Su- 4m#&gath by a United Nations 
: c m m h b n  found lit& wi&ce for a& d&s, but In the 

in* h chargas - M y  tapMhd by Lc American 
C press. such rcportn ooa~hm~d ~ ~ s s p ~ e n d  roisimpmions ttut 
! the conflict ia hmi was ths d t  of Vietnamese aommu& 
$ iggmdon, rather b n  a civil war awlat&, in part, by nayred 
: h s h p o l W e s m g  

h lhember  1959, Premier Wdbne attempted 50 re- 
move ~ ~ e r  General Phoumi N a v a n  and &X CDNI 
membewh~caMdetfodw$legrowlag~~enceofth 

frm d 1  assauh, oil. I%&. Th&y C d c .  H- rmd +wch ~MII id #h d aauncM~ anti*-tb* *.Phmmimmb~ 
-&rpk4EP19ahg ttre mi4 which mufid-p ~m d & s ~ - ~ l l v i s i &  d p i ~  S W ~ & ~ C  in a military coup. Kou Abby, a Phoumi 
iwhprrtA. supporter, b e m e  prfjne mbi~kr, md the new government 

scheduled mtionat dectiuns ia April, As in f %8, the elections 
were m m d  by widespread himd.  Roy&ts m b w  vow M c t s  to hvw tbelr &dates, and raised 
candibq edmtiond requirements to disqualify numy in the qpwitioa U.S. m b m y  persoand 
o k m e d  CIA agents htuldipg out bqp of money to vi l la  ImdnneaP la Sm Hettrr Mince, a Patbt 
Im strongbold, the W S  candidate d c d  only 13 of 6521 votes. Royal* &dates won an 
estimated 90 perm& ~f wtea aatioawide. 





I ashd G m r d  Vsng Pau, 
" w y d 3 y ~ ~ t 1 r s t Q ~ o t o  
war?' Vang Pao mplitd ... We 
are gohg to war hawe the Nwrk 
Vbmmcse hve hmkd S& 
VSetrrrunwketetkCt9iS*Ia(lw 
r ; r r a m l s c $ d o k @ t k ~ ~  
~ # R o ~ r t c ! 7 s o ~ t h e N d  
V ~ c a n n w ~ ~ w e r c o  
M V h m ~ E v c t y r l l u n g . 8 ~  
p i t s s , ~ ~ n r w a c y - *  
AawriEw wlIZ supply me. men 
#he Amricatm vvin in Sud %ktr 
n a & t k y w l r e f p ~ e r w u  
coorrrtr)l... If we he& tWe A M &  
CamEgatthewrmiCkeyEQseq 
andwpsmwbte-caimtfiwin 
L a m ~ t k y a r e w i u i n g t o j h d n  
piacefiy us& liveb* 

chk KUW r i g  
Eau C k k ,  M ~ F  S, I992 

JAfewhr:  S W c h S  Xitmg 
Trarrpbanor: Pa0 Lee 

- \ r -v -  --r. L\ 

H - k r r # k r d  ~ r f a p w t i t l g o r r  a n o p m ~  ~ ~ I % i w t ,  ca. 1M1-63, Lloyd 
k d r y  Papera, M c l h m m m l  ~ ~ # T ~ - D a l k E a r & ~ t w k d ~ i n & d t P h w r  V- PaBclpr& P h  
-Ban&& ~ u & ~ H r r d C h A r r ; m r w f l ~ ~ l r y ~ g l ~ 1 1 4 H h  Wihd 

Recruiting the Hmong for a Secret War 
Prwkht & w d y  ~ n t  macb oftbn firstmh of hb prddency  ifl ling through often d d n g  

M c u  fKam inskim in Vidane  and Wmhhgton. Unlike Vie-, Laas was lmclhckl, arid while tha 
~ & U i t y ~ d i w i U . & ~  bationwa-the+mw~hBytrsdarr Pviadtptomatic 
snd &akq#ckwggap. &&a polIeywddbcaa a v e r t v i o l ~ o f  ttYb 1 9 5 4 ~ A C C O T d 8 . ~  
nsrtintenap~ofaU.S.&Hceof~tnt~h~hddbel~~y~dtlladsxtlrtme~ 
oxpewive. The U.S. Joint ofSEaffspBr#wd direct bwmtiins, nothg that it w d d  x 6 q h  a force 
ofatlw 60,000 tmg with& s g ~ ~ ~ t ,  WudingtBe ~ 1 0 ~ o f  d e a r  weapons?a httwmhm 
Wt scale might prw&t the C h & ~ ,  as it bad in &ma, or worse, untertsb WW 4th tbe Wet Union. 



ThleI;na~MafipWnugoodfi~a~~$p~ad 
,%yPhepioximity o f K o n g b ' ~ f m p s o n t h a W a % 3 ~ ~ m  
k b s  toaid the 1auwhcIIm w b o ~ n ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ,  
1Wyd Vat"  Laadq, John "Jackn Shirley, Jmw%Eg?Wwm 
m u n g t b f i m t h x m o f Q A ~ o ~ s e n t I n ~ ~ ~ ~  
'lm 1959. They wgwd that if the Hanong did &s North 
Vhtaaplw~ would come to We their Id. Tbypru&sd &at; the 
bited States wouH provide mrm and suppliw &Wk- ~r 

' & ~ t , ~ ~ ~ w W l d ~ ~ o f t l r e m * W ~  
- commitment by the Amerbm did notmstltukafmWtrWy and 
WBS neVeF W b l  h, yet Y W  WOU b Wlod by 
awntias Hmow who had fled h s  BI a wult ofthe waras 
To bad the Hmmg force, CLA oporadves &td Wmmt h P w w M N w I  U-oPT--hlloa. ~~~~t 

~ ~ o n e ~ V ~ P a o , a t t h s t t i m e ~ e d y ~ ~ m o s g ~ ~ ~ ~ m m m i b  V ~ P ~ " ~ ~ @ @ o 9 ~ r o ~ ~ ~ * L l y r ~ l ~ a ~ ~ ~  
in bhe Royal Lao Amy. A native of Xi- K h q  hikbockpd" 

I Vmg Pao had gained hia early military ~ d m c  fighting wi#b ttae 
French in T&y L y f o q ' s  militia, %ugh tht hkmdm of Fwch comamder Captain Fiet, he 

: ~ ~ W ~ ~ I i r m ~ ~ , ~ b ~ n h W 1 9 5 2 M y e m  
~,held850~~wafa~~~gbtherrrsgadmolra~dSarnNuahrvainattempt 
b relieve the French glurisun at Men Bien In 1960, his rqu#iun as a mmmndcr imprwd the 



&ericans. For the nexi 15 yeam he would act as mmmabder of 1 1  Maim R e ~ h  II, ihe strategic ares surrwnding the Plain of Jars, 2 - 
whievi'q (I;; mkPaaRof ~amai. 

Vmg Pao's m t 1 o v ~  leadership of the Hmong Mng the war t 
has sin- garnered him praise and edtidm In Tragic M O W P P ~ ~ S ~  
author Jane Hamilton-Morrttt Wd his skill as a military heticlsn. ] "Vmg ho'a canny - d n @ y  omnibicient -- underatanding of his 
memy mystifisd his American adviwm," She described him as a 1 

i ohsrismatic persondify, "of w e h g l y  inbtllitab1e spirit and bowl- 
.' h energy," a man mthly devoted to the cause of hbs 1 

~iataia. ~ t f n d  ~ e ~ o y  t e  a more nitid view. ~e mtcd that j Tmby Lyfoutlng h a d s w c w M b y ~ f u l ~ y . y ~  hkreIatioaahip 
withtbe~IMdr89~0dD~XBfitLhP~mkncMforthc~ong 1 

: ~ t b o u t p u t t i f i g h i s ~ h a ~ b & h c a v y 4 W . U & e  
Tmby, Vaag pa0 was w&g @ d f m  snormous casualties for 

,# dubious dm objdww wbi& h t$e end lefi hh suppmcrs 
, wdwable, s 1971 bterriw, Tdy Lyfcmg a d  M O y :  'He is 

apuramilitaty oficerwbdwm*t untimtmdtlmtafter thewar there 
:' bpeaoe,Andonemustbe&rmgbwhtbtpwe.* 

To gain legitimacy, Vsng lWiod hhwtf closely with Touby & ~ u a g , ~ n ~ t e r ~ ~ q d t l ~ t b e ~ w t ~ t o ~ v  : 

F . c a b h K t l e v d p t i n c b s \ r ~ ~ ~ e n t . ~ e d ~ c r A  
i " ~ o f f i ~ , i n c I u d i n g ~ ~ w a ~ Y ~ v ~ g B a o n ~  

from villpgc to vU*ge oalhhg the suppon of local tarsengs and 
I ash, T h e h a b ~ t y t o ~ ~ ~ t h r w r g h  kinship andvillage 

hydthm mcOtiaL T b  taw#@ $ntdgin@y gave tfwb suppod, 
but reminded Vmg Pao d the wounds of the pmious war and the 
sudden Fnnoh depamuc. T h y  urged him to pmacd cautiously in his i minps wi?h the A m d m l f & . W  

~ b a a : f * ~ # J e r e i h h l 9 1 Y 1 - ~ : h U b P v . B a m M A ~  b y ~ ~ ~ h t h e ~ u ~ $ ~ ~ i o ? a ~ n c h ~ e ~  
Hid wid, W @(* w i h  ~~ attacks on -mist pdtim. Vmg Pm set up his hcadquartns 
~ ~ @ d u u ~ f i ~ ~ ~ r r r u l e * ~ ~ ~  s ~ u t h o f t h s P l a i a a t ~ r t a d A k ~ & ~ v e d f d m d ~  1 
*w:o-b.lrlarr,bW*rpiwlawum" F m m P a d o n & L ~ & d ~ a s f a r n n t h a a P b u F a , ~ d a a  '2 

L a d y  P a p s .  Both a tM&emwttLhrj ,  U W S & Y  t $ T a  - DgUos. far mt as 13auam Lon$+@ (See mq, page 44,) 



hdependear airline, md its pilots carried nothing that could be us& 
to link them to the U.S. government. American clff~hh publicly 
denied any covert aprrrtims in bas until 1969 when growing anti. 
war sentiment made it politically fmaible far tht Seaate Cornittee A f ~ ~  L*w, U*SB of T w  a m. Below: R m  a 
on Foreign Affairs to hold oversight hearing,R3 wrkm a w 8 ~ R  d r r ~  a ckiddstriche with dnylut fw, Phu Pha Da#g, 

Yay.Ju& 1973. Photograph@: W.E. Gemn, W a t W  Gm@ap!tic W!y. 



The Secret Army and Monsoon Warfare 
B;y the qrhg of 1%2, Vaog Pm had atabMad a @or base southwest of the Wie of Jam at Long 

T i g .  His hmp &reti@ bad grown to qqmzimntiely 14,000 - 18,000 men, mogrtEy Hmq but a h  
h ~ Y a o , ~ u , ~ W d ~ e m % I e c t e d ~ w e r e ~ n t ~ ~ ~ h ~ a a d t a ~  
vhlsk&loar&zy s t n d m p l ~ i v e s , ~ ~ W d U a s m a p ~ a n d ~ o ~ c a t ~ a  Re- Air 
A m e h  flights to Lnng Tie* fTom V i e d m  and U d m I  Tbaiiand, brought rice, tqdpn~nt, md % a d  
ri@aH (-1. Long Thg b m m a  the bmrd-atagiq m a  fOT Amimam Hawng 
~ i t i n ~ L a a s ,  N k t e e g ~ a w a y a t h ~ o n g , U 6 A x D c s t a W Q d a h ~ k  
r n f u g s e r d b f d ~ ~ f t b a  walndd* 



At i tape& m m  50,000ppfe, mosrlywhihn a n d t h t I t f d i ~ , r w i d e d a t ~ ~ ~ ~  
liftha sacandwdty iR W*fnagTi~sg'spvdmy-banltedmafaha J&bytmpmry 
PLQeighbom"ofte@t~ b ~ A h @ o p e n a i r m a r W W e r m a ~ ~ ~ P i l s ~  
m v e l t n g ~ k a n d ~ f r o m V f e n ~ . V ~ m a " $ l t b ~ ~ o ~ a ~ ~ ~ & m n  
"rica an8fmb vegditbks, t6 rubbarbandgmdPepf. WtheeadofW rwway,M%mg-Qldcted  
& e ~ n o f a ~ u d d h i ~ t t e q l ~  t o a p p e a s e I m f k s a b w t P I m ~ n g ~ ~ ~ , X B ~ ,  
the p s s i i i l - y  of an independent ~ t a t e  was us& by Vrrng h o  to obtain -0- &# .t96 war, 
exploiting hIktore which predicted dhat tm d e n t  k @ d d  return to esbabMaWalgk@&m.w 

M-1 riffs. They fwght a p d b  war against PaWt Lao and NaFth 
to halt communist advanem in UHrfiile msMagU.S. d i h r y  efforts 
0 r g a n ~ h i s f ~ ~ ~ f o n g t w o ~ ~ : r e g i ~ p t ~ d ~ r r i e r a ~ d ~ ~ d ~ '  
mike fbtcer a e d  Spodal Guerilla ~n ia  ( ~ 0 ~ l ) ~ ~ o f f ~ n s i v c  or defensive pp$q*: 
w ~ ' s ~ w a t . e  dctemined,tsahrpexbd,by &q,m&mphg andchatEofthtre$&p~~.  
Vietnamese and Fa€het Lao forces attacked du&q tbt wintw dry m n  when t d c  amw' 
d d  had their heavy artillery dung gravel mads. Rcm June to Qcrabx,whm m o m w  
turned those ma6 to mud, the H m q  counkwtbckd. T % q  relied on hair lmowlerIge 
ability to operate in he t h e m o u n ~ ~  terrain, quickly and 

American, b t i m  and a few b o n g  p i t a  &bed %kyH by fIrnong soMitt$ grWp 
i q m v t d  troop mobiLity md provided fire pumr for b o n g  mimiom. Air Am- c 

hqmkd troops and mpplies to hundreds dcfude &trips located f i rought  l lwwwfa ';% 

~.~ho&trip,hownls~~a~itn,"msoffmwmm~~adi~mahclsuwlby~ 
v I l l a g m w h o r e m o v e d t t a e f ~ ~ $ e s t ~ d ~ ~ t h e ~ . ~ d @ r a n u p ~ e ~  
of-p dopesor dog-legged in the middle. Air Amtrim4 mallS"rC)L ( ~ b r t ~ f f ~  
bd@) dtmft, such as the HeIio Courier aad the PC4 Pilatus Po*, tW could W y c  
navigate through jagged mountafn peaks and land an tiny airstrip.a Llma Sites becam a .. 
important cornponeat of the Hmmg "ttipwh,' used boUl to gather iniolmatlon and nmburb j 
m m y  soldim. Hmwg imldiem frequently dopnded on air suppoIrt, and reclpnmted by ' 
risking their swn M a  to save h e d  pilots, 
To gather bt~ll&nce for US. bombhg runs along the Ho Chi Mtab MI, small hq Ill- Wmlhe~mm AH mits, called "mad watch" tenuns, bf'iltpa~d wmmu~t positions, In somt phm titc trail VIPCI R p ~ d  - 

appeared a% wide as a city street, h others the dcxlge foliage nearly swaSlowd it up. Road watch e, d m  P, v, 
teams monitored troclp movetnea$ dong the trail and the number and types of veblc1a. 'Z'hby 
wed still and mavie WIHXM to provide #mate it1teK8dace on enamy dv i ty .  They a h  mt up 
boobytmp and ambushes and used fiald tekphonea to di in alr strikes. Such effarta hamper4 but did 
mot halt tbe &ady flow of troops and mteiei to the a0uth.0~ 



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t i o x 1 8 w t d c h ~ W * S ,  
@ t e r ~ b e a a a ~ h ~ e m L 8 1 ] 6 1 d V b ~ , ~ 5 , 8 0 0  
foot-high P b ~ u  Ph TM mountain ridge provided an exalleat site, 
ImW! just 2Q milm from North Vietnam and o v e r 1 ~  Roub 6 
4 71 the Wo major highway$ in the regkm. 'Ib Amebns inWed 
aTaCticalAirNavIg@rtionSy~ttem5a 1%6,md sTSQ81 r&bamb 
facility ia mid-1%7+ The htdlation could @de W.S. trircM to 

withhi 60 miles of Hanoi regardlw of the weather. While i t  
was In opem?i011 wer &a next twb yeam U.S, Air Form bomberr, 
draw thm 3%1000 of b a d 5  h h~ & motb~ 
!%0,00Q tom in VletnamP 

The Nrtb V k t m r n ~ d h b t  ~~gnizedtbcimpoxbance 
of b a i l f e  ad o q m b d  n m  aWiis, e x m e l y  ~twp ridge 
d the m w a b  was mined. Wong  tmpa g w d d  thc m ~ c r  mxs- 
d b  mte with 10Sm and X35m guns, and a k t  of malh 
wapom. American a r e d T R a i ~ ~ o n ~ m l d e d y  d i n  & 
~ l k e s  at first sign of o W k .  On March 1 1,1968, while aeir haavy 
dlery  bombruded the tmcp blow, the communists used Ii@- 
weight mlnc deteEtoxrr and d e d  tba steep dope unnoticed. 
U.S. Air Force 4 Air Aawica bel3cuptet9 ware d t d  to the 

but not b & ~  the site was overma md Hmag, Thai, a d  
Anldw liv& b t ,  Fa two weeks, the US. Air F m  repatally 
bombed the site to destroy any m m d d q  equipment. In November, 
Vaqg Pao deployed 5,000 b q m  in a fhd attexnpt ta rn4ak-e thc 
strategicsita. Ne dliW a hmard headquarters WQ miles mutb 
atEaottdMa,mdpeddwa3,e6,a80re~inehembremdn 
h~ fear of what II ~nerd evwwtiot~ would do to the w d e  of hiti 
troops. h p i t r :  continued Wafk18 by ZIlo T-28 prope1fer planes ad 
US. jets, tha Hnong w m  wbb to gixh a foothold onthe peak. The 
battle raged cmthw~ly for 27 days, when he Gmad ordered his 
twps to withdraw t~ Na Khw. He had lost mare than 300 mends 

.,, m n  with wqxm of (ill size8 18tMcked euch atker j b  
ciDusly; atrplmm strafirtg the jungk wwd mqihing to 
m$~& killit@ tke a n M k  mddwtruying the tw. When 
we began we W efght cmpaniea C q p y  Sixasj3P~ Ph- 
t o m  had d y  14 m t v h ~ s .  B.V. 27 [ . n ]  I d  40 msn. 
B. V. 29 Imt 40. B,V. 28 h t  250 .... After that, tk V m  
C m w  came to attack us. We .., Bug& each other 



Fighting P ct to Family 
T h e s o ~ r ~ c o m e  a lot(roSarn Thmd, sllsXwrn,mwdmd we uskfkm I& 

theysay, " T R e ~ k t i s i S r e . " S o ~ e j d ~ ~ ~ f ~  .,. ~ ' t t ~ k l t u l y  thing....[& 
Fmf w c l s j ~ ~ y e a n o l d r u r d l w p e ~ & ~ ~  .... Wewenttuthfrrsnr - 
w k r e  myprents live$ ..., It vvrrs m y  hap4 w t w m ,  d l  thepmpld .,., We 
w e  so scared to walk in the stree~, the !it& W& wjwt go thrm~h the Jmgk , 

... because we h a r d  the rtohe, the borttbs, stud & k r &  8%ww, you know - bwm, 
h m ,  Iroam, bbolra, W. We ran for Mf a *.... R watt through the jmgh 
andifell so many times, arsdifih that my ba&ynwd&wn, arsdmymornm scared 
drat we ping to lose the baby &.. 

MaiXitu Ymg 
Madbn (W), August 2 2 , l W  

In  tm&wer :Mw 

Most Hmongviewdthe warm in h o l o g M @ ~ b t b t ~ a f @ t f o r  their homes. , 
Villagers m e  under intense pmme &am both & join their caw.  Lncllt _ 

neutrality, l i b  national neutrality, became d i W  to maintain. With matry villages 
l o a i d  witbin coinmudst controlled territory, s9ldkmMsd in fiiefrghts that could 
be seen ad bard by nearby mf ativm F d h s  q W d y  abandoned fields for "safe* 
mas, ffeeiagg dong narrow rnwataln trails utlQer cover of ~~, 7'hey sought 
shelter in limestone c a m  to escape aerial barn-ts, and hid in thick bamboo 
stands to wdd enemy patrola 
By 1969 more than 110,000 Hmwg had b m e  in their own country, : 

settling southwesit of the Blain of Jars, From T h g ,  Pop -1 CWHdkated 
U W ' s  refugee relief pmgrolm. Air America parachuted riw, mcxlicb, d t ,  
blankets, and even live pigs to waiting families who d d  no longer support 
themselves. Childrengrmhg up in a decade ofwatknew mom about rioe "hm the 
skyH fbm from the dad, ~1a6enid oil drum, burlap s&& and phstic tarpa became 



building mMri& for tenipary ~heltei61. Teacben called studen@ 
with scboa1 belle made &om bomb shell caahgs. For mom than a 
decade, M i ( b s  went on with their lives filled with e x t m m b r y  
dsl;a md ~ n m a h t y  about thc &m. 

Expanding War and Mounting Casualties 
T b  bomb! The bombs/ Every [Mwnd villa88 nod of 

here [ph i ing  to the wr&em] ha kerr bombed ,... There 
me big holes h wry vilihge* Every how fs dmtroyed If 
lrowtbs didn't hit saw h a ,  they Wgre burned E v q m  
is go=. Evetythingfmn this ufElap all h wuy up to Mwng 
S ~ ~ ~ o f ~ ~ [ P l a ~ o f J a r s l ]  hdestmycd In 
Xkng Khtnmg there am boApb mterfl.. d l  bv& the plain. 

' E m  village inXiengiWuangkas been h b d ,  aldnuuqy, 
- mmy*&d 

;ad psyth01ogbl blow. For vsng @so,?t wss personal l a  of fa;. 
:?lbNortL V i e ~ e ~ ~ i ~ m ~ a v l c t o r y  by atqqhguptroop 
m w e m c a t p t h m u g h h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b y o t d ~ a c o n ~  
;hsid offensive on the P1*n of J u s ,  dubbed %pation A h t  

Pathat Lao md Nortb Vietnamese had long W the 
as a staging area, Their tan%s d heavy d w y  could be 

mom easily oa the b r d  flat plain. 
p- SomcofUlcGrmcral'sCIA.hrisonmppmdtbsph,whilc k ~mobjact~tothewofaguepillamy~eowventiondbrtttk 
Ycwofblwdshcdhpdtakenabavy~ItrnV~Pm~sf-Mmy F w wen ua-g or unbk to supply mom m~dicrs. A 
~ ~ P o p b U ~ a ~ t h a t m t s f 3 0 0 n e w m i b t s , 3 0  

' ~ ~ W a h a n 1 4 r l n d # w m ~ t w e r a 4 S o r ~ . 1 ~  
I ~ W ~ A b o u t  Fa, 9a Sep~amber MW the cnd of 

-&~~~:~~*Ww~fWI.P&~~~IKh the kmnwo~ c%u@~ the Commdts by mupk. kEmong $ d d h  
s a l ~ ~ ~ y o , r a p y ~ n c * r u d l ) $ l b r ~ . 1 r n m ~ ~  ~ e p t ~ ~ ~ a i n a n d c o n R s c e t o d ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~  



lathe m e a n ~ U . S .  W a W  Sacvltity Advisor H a t y  
.-, ~ s e c r e t ~ a s i ~ w i t h P t o r t h V l e t n ~ F o r e ~ ~ b  

b T h o . ~ e w a r h ~ a s i t M ~ 1 % 1 , ~ c w k a b ~ t o  
,:' M d c a  policy in Viemam, The t a k  set the sw for the U.S. 
: PrtlthWalhSouttterrsthia.On3m~27,1973,bWo~igaed -;s-dw IP~JB& J%& ofdam ca. 
' thb Paris Agreemt~t on Ending ttre War an8 Rastdng P- in I ~ ~ I , & ~ O W ~ M ~ ~ I ~ ~ V ~ ? ~ U ~ ~ ~ W  

Vietnam. In &tide 20, each agreed to "sttictry ~ ' '  the 1962 m g  US 10 far ed. I970.71. paps #AU#I R~C& M- tibw, 
Geneva Agrwmnts on u~ivmiq @Palm- & l h .  







ThePrstday ... C- I30 tram* 
plares&w back o#dfirrh benYeen 
Long T h g  U d  WlalPd....As w 
h r d e t i  the planeF pmpie kept 
h * ~ ~ c ~ ~ p l a r r s ~ s a s  
t m ~ . . . . I h a $ t o ~ ~ a f f m  
~ ~ 1 ~ @ r h ~ ~ * ~ 4  

&grypeqple,wAsdfslPChwa 
~ ~ D P ~ Q n t k ~ a r k D t  
t M r g u m a t ~ h b ~ . T h e w h o  
w e r e o n & e ~ w r e s o a v w U  
c h & t r l r e ) r ~ ~ w r a ~ d  
s h e s G d * ~ b u t ~ a r p c  
d k d p ~ i 1 ~ a r r d ~  
topuhpopleaway, bplikca#t 
btarrrw1~w-I@- 
7bh4 I still c a r d  rqy W- 
gurr~ndAadnrry*em$=m 

Fleeing Laos 
~ r ~ s i g n i n g o f t t S e ~ ~ a ~ m e n t ~ e e n ~ U d ~ ~ ~ a a d t & 6 ~ a t Z b V i ~ ~ s e  

in 1973, &my K k & p  flm to Vieathe where b p m w d  the W a n  Prime Mhkh ta ampt a 
$innihamnpnmt. Swwnna P b m a  WWe choice, T b  Agmment onthe Restoration of P a w  d 
~ ~ t i o o  b~~ for an end to hmUtic~ and rhe mation of e g u v ~ n t  of gationsrl union. 
Its hqpagc mmbM tb earlier GertcvaAccor&, yet* reality oftha imminent M c a a  pullout cast 
a X i r i n g  dwduw. The sgte~lgeat emblhd a C C W - ~  line and mphd "the wMdmwsrl of foreign 
m i h y  personnel, ra@ar and itrc@aP from has. "Specimrl PQWCB,* ddnucl as i bw  Hqani%ed,  



IjonaC Timg to resume 
mtiwaewpmvkiaaal 

in theaiphnewthtz$I canstay 
get hideI When &cargo 
b them ..,. We never mah 
"WfDgeth there,'ARd 

owkeadsbtrgeths&. 
k r s ] P a F w  andPader[cWhdqp] inthe top,.. b u l i w l a s l l o w t l ~ . . .  

carrying Yuuu Pa My baby&Iter ctrnying r * q y - d d W [ d ]  .,. p W d  ciowrr andm &ep 
OW~QVLT. . . ,  W e [ w e J m ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ t A a t w ~ g t a d k . S o k j u n a p e d b a c k  
to he& us a d  PO FOUCC jumped a&r him ... but Pu& just go straight. P&r sIddn't j q  back ..., 
Afier he got M... &e airplm start to n w ~  may. [Kotr] rim q&r &d the Americtur p p b  say 
*Wm,., " M y b & y i s k r ~ " k ~ ~ s l a p r t h z r t ,  h t ~ s & y n a . . , ,  TIPeycIQsedthelloorand 

Mai Xao rang 
Madtsm m), August 22,1994 

fmryimer: Tim 

- - 
V ~ t o ~ ~ l l ~ 1 U &  
~ w h Y ' s n g ~ w M h i s f a A l j l y  
by Jeep lo Vlerrtiauc, crowd the 
M w  to Xbikd, and k i d  his 
missing dqbYer, Padw, k n r e g e e  
camp, cu. 1972 Md Xao Yang. 



I was only a few tcli1s)hwn Hin 
Hew. Taxis tru~~sprfed some 
~ p w p k ~ d t o l d r r s  
they were f i g  by ik 
c- W e d r c n ~ b a c R  
to Nu X w  As we gpt buck, we 
butchered a m i s  fir a fw but 
rhefaodwmedta m a  ~~, 
Peacewrrsmkrwtanntnd We 
onfy thou@ &utfl&g tffe Wnr 
~ s l b e C ~ *  

&Let! 
Eau ClaireJ Mcry 15, 1991 

I~~ ruad aawsth# by: 
Chrks vw rUtd ma X i  

most who remained in hm p m d  om of t iwa  &emtives. Mmy hid Cheit wapolla, dimrded 
uralfom and materials that aMlM k uscd to tier them to b h e r i a ,  and attempfed to rehun to 
village life. Others took in bthc dcm fwebibs, hop& to stay out of b ' s  way until the pittical 

situatiun inqroved orthey mid cmp to neigh- 
baring W a n d .  'IImwnds fled Immediately, 
X.Sunran cbomvap atretched fot miles dong the road 
to V i t i ~ b . ~  hrn Loog -8, they h&d 
~ r ~ ~ ~ l i X a a r , t h u h t m a j o r ~  
ettkamt btwe Vientiane. Souvanm P W m a  
tried to stan LC tide by onking 'Foaby Lyfuung 
to u ~ g s  to seturn to their villapa. His 

I p a c u w m t M .  

popie m Che narrow &&point aim 
S a p ~ ~ ~ h a p ~ ~ ~ e u t r a l i s f  

I 
soldiem, B%@ igmxed w m h g  to turn 
b ~ ~ ~ h t Q t b e c x n u l d . N m W s o f  & 
inddm! like wildfire, feeding long-held 
f w  a b i m m m W ~ s m  Daspersktimtmk 
hold. ~ ~ ' h i z k w d  livestack for a last mud 
before tbGirdqwh~. Suicides hereased among 
alder pupb uwbb & make the journey." 

Parents fed Mng babies siwrtl to pxevmt hem 
&om alerting &&mIliIisf patmls. At-the MehIq, I dssparate r&gw hind Lao and Thai boatmen, 

I- = -- d used hner tubes, or W h e d  crude bamboo raf(s. 
$ ~ ~ i r r & r ~ w ~ ~ ~  YmgDmeStimafedtbHmmgpplatMnInbos 
~ R a f l o l a ~  19BB SckRec Mtmm dhmaaw. S W ~ ,  at approxfmatdy %l,OQO in 1970. At the ead of 
e # e ~ d W h h W d a t k e a m p , q h k k t d n S c t e  195,~eUNHCRtstimated&ort44,659hotirn 
the Jfmofig aadus. Hm, @ Z-Wt-' H ~ B  Righiandera had m d  Snta 
vilJagerspbp: mldlers a d  e m p  to &]un& *re 
tkcyl&kmrrdestrekers. U~bk&P&?~&&?$'craftarhe 
Yehg R h r  to reach rc$i@e corrlps L ThW 
ripcy appb fir mwtlement d k r d  h bud frrr 
Ban@& and svcnlually a jl&h m the United Smw 



The victorious Patbet Lao quWy mumBd crwtml ofthe g w a m t ' s  defense and intemsl golice 
rirchy with I d  

Rapublic(LPbR)* b 
othe~mIoority leaders. 
Committee?' The new 
dtbenation's emnomy. 

and t l d d e ~ t  
mtributed to the ongoing ex- d refqea to W a n d .  

To wnsolidak their hold mi the country, the P&het Lato set up a chain of prison labor c a p s  dl4 
There, they "re-ed~lcated*'permived enemies, targeting former mibans and hawng9, as well 



as rnlitary o # k M i  and wldlers. The purge aimed to dear tbe way for new pWcal administratom 
and rcducd the linger@ influence of rigitw either in Laas or nearby Thailand, F%bners, putto bard Iabor 
constructing mads md ather needed public worb, oftcn endured brutal living c o d  tiom. Their hhfmite 
sentences ranged fram rt fkw months m tomany years. Thm who survived mminotl recalled daily politid 
ind&ation smsium wtrart they were required to CORfw mimes. Touby Lyfaung qortedly died of 
rndh in Sop Has camp in Sm Neua in 1978.a 

A l t h ~ f h e u l ~  were ofkheHxnong(aad other gmp8)were dowed and 
even encouraged toreturn totbsjrvillrc$wp.Tbe red* breakupoffamilia, however, had a&lUlngeffect 
on the lbmg. Many rettieval their weaponat a d  joined d reds- gruup. Vmg Pao's soldiers, 
numbring about 3,000, cunt&W -ions into from Thd refugee camps. By 1976, he m g e s t  
msistsnce centered mwdPhw SSa,highst peak bLaas. Sd ShuaYmg, a former urswng, dww support 
from aoidiers left b e h d  at Lmg Ti-. Qutambcred ad out@, Y q ' s  p u p  aonduc?d hit-and- 
nm Xaih and mb* to amwme amgl~nit ion,~ 

. Zong Zw Heu led a ma&& mbe!!l p u p ,  the C b o  FP (b rd  of the Sky). Chaa Fa warriors erected 
hmptm and conducted mwd wmudea to prow thamdvw k cumbat. Heu dmv Ie$itimaq by 
identifying hhwlf with fmiW *tmg iaaden, Pa Chri Vue and Shmg L ~ G  Yang. Pa Chi Vue hed led 
&e 1919 #Awllion agabth-,  He had chimed tube in t d w i t b  m&nt Hmang kings and wived 

' storim of &e mythid % who protecterd pwple fmm md dl  spirit^. Shong Lue Yang, an 
w ~ t e d ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ r g e d i n t h e  l~walapiridaeadsr,l~1yhpghMsdevefapment 
of o H m o n g w r i t k q g s y s t e m . ~ ~ r e v i v e d  t h i e ~ a o F a ~ X h n w ~ ~ d r a ~ f o ~ o w m f r o m b t h  
La Faydmg and Vang Pao cmp. Viewed with suspicion by botb sides, be was assasinat& in January 
I971 by soldiem u& Vang Wrr ~ ~ . 8 4  

Local d t y  forces b d q w f u  to quell b o n g  &twm, The government daptoyd regular 
m y  troaps. In 1977-38, an ~~ 10,000-30,000 Viewanme and Path& Lao soldiers launched 
ooordhatd attacks against dstafm ~tmqghotds d Phou Bia. The oommunist ofknsive broke lhe back 
of tbn resistance, iaflicting heavy Wng m#ItiesP The numbdrs of Hrnosgcming into ThalImd rose 
from 11,886 in 1977-70 ta 38,744 h 1979-80. Swkors reported atti& of "yellow rain'' or chemid 
w d e ,  an explosive ~ ~ w h i h  immediately attracted inkrnational media coverage. Journalists - m t e  of a genocidd ampaim against the Hmong, and died bxmnctims a@a the govemnw@ of has, cliuF'-lr*lrerh Vktnam, aod tho Soviet Union. Some attributed the U.S. gmemmed's nluctace to press the issue ta its b s d  was kfieved ~o give him magi- 

cat powem, ~ o a  Xi-, M i  to obhin LPDR cooperation an American prisoners-of-w and thoae missing ia action, 
In The Yellow R a M r s ,  author Grant Evans cxsunined U.S. government findingls in the report, 

Chemdwl Wa+are irl&&eastAsiu arcSAfgha&tan(March 1982). H e a h  interviewed Hmong refugees 
inThailand as well a s v i l a g r s i r t h .  He concluded that the govement'sasc lacked verifiable scientfic 
data and relied aimst entirely on refugee reports. In h k w i m  dth those re- named In the report, 
he found numerous inconsistencies 4 w a  unable to corroborate their storia with thm of dditiond 
individuals on tbe scene whcn the .alleged g a d q  took place. E v m  argued that tiot conh l  gmes and 



The initial fbd of refugtm o m h e b e d  Wr villag&s in Thailand. W W  months, aimp~ for 
&~Lsrrtiamwm~yatup~tN~ongKhrti,NmYm,~VinaJ,md~i, 'IbmwbbduaxIhr 
kem airW toNam Pbwlg w m ~ r n d t o B a n V h a i .  Set up to t o o d a t e  1&Wpeople,hJuly 
1979 Bm Viaai was br#istingwisfi 42,000. In tbe camp, twa or families typically shared a h b m  
hut lbfient square, cookhx~ collwtivdy mar &d pots and skwpbgin s h i f t s P 6 R ~ s  arrived with 
few klanghp Having Idbed r i v e r h t m ~ n  BY T%ei pawls to m a  tbe border, they quickly txhatt9Wl 

In f 982 .,. we ran out ofbutlets ... . We [2# ptqpkl left Thrr V b g  
unddeparkdfir diaM&gRdm, 
~ n t k w a y . , . t h e ~ 1 # I 1 J  
j i w q f o w ~ - m m m y  m#, 
t h w  wre rtephmq mi m 
was s Hsr family mmber, [We] 
h s d e u t e r r a l l ~ f w l w k d t w  
r i d  ..,h we wu hmm co mk 
r& ",. [mi!] witEd OUfttl dusk .,.. 
~ a t l f h e p + w e ~ ,  we 
pdldtornM w e d &  
Pa Sa, ThaJW ut 5.W am. ,... 
S o w e o $ m r ~ g a t s l c B ;  The 
Tkai@HdbaEMrcW the 
r s ' w  hughi S L S ~  AS a -a 
kg, s ~ I h g  I& that ws ths 
1 m e ~  I# an this ear&. 

cfii4hwaximg 
Emti Chire, Nayemkr $ 1  882 
f M d e w r :  Smigcki Xwng 
T r ~ m h W :  Puo Lee 



[At Nomg &f h 19761, rlrePe 
wmlZ,&W~frrsmdwcWfna 
i W ~ & ~ h p E O p k ~ ~ ~ r e  
onrapof&$ otker....3?amwaslw 
~ ~ w l a e n w e g o t ~ w w  
j w d t r g a d l g M l W o r o p g p d ~ ~ r  

-Phzplacedw@- 
LEDWAtus2etpon. Weputamdl 
~ o v e * l & 4 s a ~ h M S n d E d l w t  
~ ~ ~ l l t l ~ . . . . l t ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~  
earna&Ihrt luurto~sBctfbn 
ofPwrer*.-. &&awof** 
cype qfw Pnd warn, we &MI- 
oped & all m r  our - .... 
EwMy u h t  sir &t djed f 
tke 8 a q .  



e t a  nUrne~US~arth& 4 
nh, diarrhea, and i d e c h a A m B  wma W d f g r W m .  . 

W d i d f & b d t o d o f t l s e ~ d ~ ~  
' i 8 g S . P ~ w a l g t d ~ m t m m d W w ~ *  ? 

w i t l a w k k e r r n a t s . A ~ ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p k ,  
but more wpWc8bd tests or xmya werc N d the qu&m 
F m e x  m i l b y  tam?, C h  eiders, m.4 v l i  Im?m WgZb 

8 W ~ e 3 . f m o n g i n t o d o n s , ~ ~ I & t f i ~ t o a c a m p  
ummmdw, Domrs worked through the network of b o n g  

the tipirib of ~ i d i m s . ~  

b d* inmn~nlariotu. HohdW @red h a l  Wabs*.@memlwwr~),BkocIGmHmg, m. 198.3. dl.~hbe#PuUlMadcb)r 
plrntsforh~nenmediar. Shamaoscroetadsignptstbhr~back b* ~ ~ ~ * V ~ ~  a f l $ b w  mf& 

ad/%&, k them I ! .  Grid riasips rq~mmt &d fntkrlockhg 
&d kg8  oifth d&& pgjr and PMM&~. 

At :ha vtvy hgimlng when 
H m n g  p p I e  die, $hey haw to 
give her or him $me new c h k s  to 
war a d  4 the bo$)l ,... T h  
qwj players haw Sop@ .,. o cm- 
doln mug .., The H m g  p~pate 
klW, c ; f ~ d i & y a u r B P Q p ~  
rdeadbrrPym8crw~spidtSsn8 
your ~piritv a d  10 go bacA to 
wktre yopr fht #me [pm] .... tb 
k o m ~  a hmm being a@ ar 
WAarepler $od pEarts ywr scr be ,.,. 
Tke song .., directs )ullr s@-bjJ- 
w p b a & E m # a r r e l d e ~ d &  
every vllhge or p&nc@ or town 
t h t k i i v e d i n ~ , w t & h i s  
spirit back .., until tile ori&i~lal 
uilhrp that k was b r a  ,.., That 
smg iJ very long. It takes aborrl 
zhree to fiw haws. 

Joe Bee X h g  
Euu Claim, Dxt=&r 15,1992 
llntervit?wer: J a w  P. Leary 



TIM W C R  wordhated did efforts by member Wbns aad Wmtary 
a p c b  {vow). 'Zb oogc witk the sbortaga of s p m  and m&riak for horr*, 
t b ~ ~ t ~ t i n - ~ e d r o w b o ~ ~ ~ l r e s u r t d e r a  
~ ~ W U W ~ I  ditf fLgwit~ ~ b t l t H i  medal ~WI, ~ l ~ g  zFsi 
s ~ .  Gradmuy Gt.mdfw hpmd Rafu&es gmpd anyqqmmlty to 
kit& W dusttion d ovemmc BPtaI ~~ on mlief. Silwmmitfrs, 

and otbm found mW for &air ~~. Wits mbd 
$ardm. Childfen aam&d makmhift schtmIs. At Hm Yw, 
~ j r ~ * y c ~ ' s ~ w s r m g d ~ f ~ r ~ ~ v d o f  



taJrdrrg aut u M q w d  k ubay Bun V i ~ i  Refugee CMQ, cs, 19&2-tU1 Pbologmpher: Jan Foimm. Hmong m e n  rwdib 

1,ief Efforts and ''Pi&ure Cloths"' 
Wodd Relief, Save the Cbildm, the M a n  and Mbionary Alliance (W), and other volags 

mobilized m u ~ x s  to raise living atsndardsl md prepare &gees far probabb &tletnent. fn 1976, 
CAMA mt up a seifbhelp program b nwket thes~ngneedlew~rkrnstde by Hmmg woman. C A W  staff 
p v i d s d  raw materials, wdvMoncolctrseasdstgl~ M y  tow1 inforeign ~ k o ~ ~ o f s e n ~ i g n e d  new 
productg. Jan Fobom, a textile Qmiper hired by CAMA to develop rrad re* the pmjwt, recalled &at 
Hmongwmen eagerly unbxacecl the novd idea of selling their needlework yet found it hard to fathum the 
use of products like toaster coven and crib liners, After several yean, refupmade bedspreads and 
ChrisWas tm s W  with aafrliqued Hmong aSe~Ggns began appearing in stotcs dl over the world, 

1 lived in the camp fir about 
eight years a id  would spend about 
30 &yx to make four purses ..., 
Back in our ccuuraty, we only S ~ I U  
time swing when WE didn 't huve 
anyrhing else to do, so we made paj 
ntaub [needlework] fir the New 
Year onlyorJL But a1 the camp in Thai- 
lund we didn't have unything to 
work rn w we spent more t h e  
working on paj nbub and sent it all 
to my sisters, cousins, aunts, and 
nieces to sell [in the United States], 
They sent the morray back to us 

Bao Van8 
Eau Claire, January 19, 1993 
Interviewr: Tim Pfaff 
Tmnsbtor: Smi&hei Xiong 



Yaw Eau Ckrke, I-, dkroaAg wmta q&n$~~ied 
wit& subpc& d &rsS Smw #ewe clothg fUw- 
trU&&#Adf& VlICap l i j % , w r l r c ~ ~ l a a s l a a s  
&her% like lfdS e, dhplypmntdJmdhr a W I s  
dMtz Below: W mtmbpprrse, &by AIai Brro 
Lea a, 1989. El- Fedha W m n  m n d m  
d & d a ~ ~ r t $ p h t i c c w r t o & r w d W h  
t h * ~ ~ ~ ~ 4 t l h s d u s r y ~ ~ l ~ ~  
~ t k ~ r s m ~ ~ ~ & p ~ n s  
e n ~ ~ o n .  

ch evolved in the amp, were an outgrorRtttr of earlier 
c o l l ~ ~ f e U r ~ e s i n ~ k t f p e 1 % C h t o w  

camp life, men canthied to draw, and 
f ~ t b ~ f o c l o t h .  They somi re.&& 

ta hreigmm With tfme on their 
~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ h ~ w , H ~ & a a d w i v e s ~ b e d : m e a b w  
char- women edwoibrad fabric. In IP UUnidStafes, picture claths suld d y ,  often 
p r o v ~ ~ M t f i e i r ~ ~ o f ~ m g c u l ~ r m d ~ t h W r y . * ~  
Hmaag ~~ ia Iht Wted Stabs, they btgm mark&@ needlework, providing an 
~ ~ t ~ d i n c o m e f w ~ ~ c s i n t h e ~ ~  



S l r y h g ~ a t h  Vinai, m a n y H ~ & ~ ~ a l ~ r u r o i l b e r m t t t r I n g o f t h e 3 r f i m i I i e s ,  cum I W , - m r :  
Jan Folsom 

Were Do We Go From Here? 
Iiutaavety&flcu#Wts&&-..  .do~tokmer ioa  .,., Murty,maaywwaysmks 

wnotwantb m.... I & m t h w  life .... I & n o t h w l w w t o  liw 
without my h e r ,  or my bruthers and s&m .... My I@ in i h  fuwe b real &rk .., , It took me 
1#~01wontkS. ... Wewereoutd m... [ . ~ n d ] R a y h d t a g o ~ g c r d w a r k f o r . , .  the T k i  
f i a n n w b o d r r e ~ - b @ k l u r k ~ f w w ~ W l e ~ F a r a ~ , , . i r e g m c r J r d w h e n k c ~  
hum with his group he braughtme,,. a c&ehmd&baht [abttt$S].And he h d s  me the money 
Bur b also showed me his M. They all MWsfmm side to side. He w d e  me tears. I say jf we 

I talked to my wife [ H o w )  that 
lifi  k the cump islust only M y .  
We don't know t m m w ,  who go- 
h g  to die, hcamepqpie die + 
sryday.Andnwfyhwdlt&a 
&Iha~e & go b A ~ f i C d  .... fi- 
nu[&, we Rswle a decision .... Cali 
wr farrriij top& ... my uncle 
un&am+plcofthecl~fhiSy, we 
h v e a  ce&#rh ,,.. On April lst, 
we Hart our jowtregr & h g R o k  ... 
thut mming my mother-&-law 
a h t f W ,  Sksc~e~meBanBsk 
rrlmtwt d i d  that morning .... We 
balk to my mother-in-taw, uPkme 
don't cry. Wken wrle get &Amrim, 
we will make some w y  to get 9011 
mu of here and to be united h 
America with our frunlly." 

Ymg Kay M o m  
Ew mire, Od&r 16, IN2 
Imtewhwr: T h  



My Brother and I decided drPt 
w e ~ t o ~ r o t h e U n i t d  
St&t~becausewdon't ml€ybww 
k o w ~ w w i i U k w W n g i r s ~ ~  
VMi Cmp] miland tqm pwr 
family cati come .,.. We never 
tgktrCoattheym&'#   of tar... 
Whenyo11 mm4 rheydw 
q u e s t W l k * W A a r B d d ~ p  
dab?.. .  W e r e p a  in brQAwny7" 
Wegpw the U ~ S h w ~ -  
nel our f ady  khtary .... l f p u  
ffbnoily m m h m  serYeaJ widr the 
Army, w h  rartR lkzy M * 
serrrsdin whtcrrea, hwkat-l- 
im, conp~ny  ,,.. Thm rrbwrl o w  
mnth bter &y cum brPdwo$do 
mother interview d if yorr p w  
that iatewiewdtrertpga @&e 
W inkwiew wkkh Is the me 
&t~tytw hadto-twflkICdA caw 
oficer] Jerry [Druri&J, wha ir she 
h a d  offhe group .... Wken I came, 
thew )vlw long i h s  because dru- 
frrg lhar time the Hmmg had just 
wthewrw, k & w r  ... 
/97P%O. 

Xm Xiong 
EUN Claire, Oct, 26, IM2 

Imrvhwr: Tim pfbff  

.=. Ear& mumin$ came, l tkhk it wlas as early as 6:W. We were rmdy on the bus l k  .,., My 
~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ f u l w I l O g o h g t ~ ~ t ( ~ ~ ~ w a ~ a i d . . .  s h e a t d I w i l l ~ r ~ e e a c h  
other I&. &b wr w y  ufkvkrg-frorPr Norig Htai to BangkioR; TkaiIand to corn toBa Claire 
(Wiscmin] -was u k a ~  like a j b e t l l L  

h How vw M u m  
E m  Claire, May 10,1993 

Irrterviewr: Timr)fcrff 

Few Hmmg left has inkding tamwe to the Udtcd States. Most believed only thai t h y  had to flee, 
arid saw Thailand aa a tempomy safe haven until the pIitical climate stabilized and they codd return, As 
reality set In,mfugm jmpd theideaofrelwath$. Pmcct with ib hiatohtiesta tba region, 
~ ~ a m d p e ~ s b n ~ ~ ~ g y e t w ~ r n & r n a j o r t t y  -mateb100,0aa--ch&UnitedS~m, 

Former soidka and glW employees, a4 greatest risk du& to &&American d a t b m ,  m i v d  
priority. In May 1975, pwwdtlre haochtna M i p h  ml Refup i%ssbm&,mw 

Iadachhme re- fmm tfre uaratal h i g a d o n  ~~ 
Wns.t.Statt ~ ~ C I A e m p l o y e e s w h a  hadm- 
o a y  worked b Lws witkt the map Snterviewecl t hw 
wMngtsqplj.Fm 2975-79, tfiaUnitedSta~aweptbd 
more than 2U,W %#mag, b 1W, Presidefit CrrrEer em- 
dHd d~~~ pW8tYI dbated wdcr the & n p s -  
s l a d  Refagee Act M M d  158,000 refugees from 
Southeast AshM Ira Carter WZM mpoading to wide- 
qmd media attention ta the plight of Cbbcdisn and 
Laatian tefogw. As a mutt, in 1980 mom than 23,000 
LaQtiaa highlandea~ame to the United States. By 1993, the 
amdative figure exceeded 110,000. 

A highly W g e d  political issue, msettiemens s a u d  
trauma far those leaving and thwe left behind. Families wen: 
split apart, and few couf d how when they might be reunited, 
In h, Hmong men had commonly talcen mre than me 
wilo,~~yduringSbcw~whtnkyadopbadwiv~md 
ohildren of dain brothers. Resetilemeot Eorced than fo 

p ~ M ~ H ~ v d n r r n m ~  ohOOBe.Acommon~ag%xp~ion-TotwwithWy 
'Ib'* is (o be happy, to be without family is to bo lost --foretold L*ir JllmlliFI MWiY*( my --fill& g~owlbYIB~OZ rgseItiemrrC & to pemiwd of tki~ 



In 198Q, US, pdicymakem ~~ that the second wave of refugm wuZd d~& wi& #w Iw 
&adan aad exgeriena than t h w  already sfm@q in b United S t a .  To ''acwbM Msp elf- 
sufficiency," the Sdate D e v e n t  relipmddby h d h g  an Oversem Training- T#@pgmm 
mquircda l l~~(uader~SS) tocxmtp1et taSWpispsPatory  c o u m a t P W H ~ ~ ,  
mn by the cmuor6ium of save rhc Children, th Wpimw? ia; ~ tcrnat iud  Living, a a 8 ~ ~ ~ ~  
ImtmGOm hu@ "survivd &$lisb,'l w m d a p  Dv&g US, and wmk orientatim, 
rrtriptotbegmery ~ t o r e o r ~ j a t , I a t e r v t e w . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n W c l ~ s w t  u p b  
schoot ay18ten1, wmgbtewiths a f ~ r i a , ~ ~ m d  ~ t ~ ~ r ~ ~  

I ' " ?  ' >  
. . . . 

t 6 f t : ~ ~ A m r k K b h r ( w ~  ~ ) W n a E ~ 4 s a ~ d h n g u a g e d a P a ~ @ : P l c s ~ - b -  
bw P w k  ImWw h ~ g s l l l ~ l ~ ~  B ~ A o s w ,  P h a m  N w  MI& Augrrst 1987, Phtopwpher: Neal MdmcAe4 OlRe 
t3fistim Sdcnce hidnitor. 

Clan h&rs in Laos w e  not 
as pwe@d 0s wha  W Hmung 
A U ' ~ P ~ ~  Lum so milaJrd ..a. 

[ S m # e r c l a n ~ * ] w a s  m- 
@say irr drs amp$ ,.A. when the 
H~lcrttg migrad fim China to 
Lw, clm l e d t s  k a d k n  impor- 
tant in letding peaple to l e  sou& 
As dwHmorngmigrate$)hnLnm 
hs Cke uuw S&k& clon *s 
were [w* tAe m a  dqiwtmt 
~ ~ t h e r e w w n b h ~ ~ r  
naibanr OF t m e n p  SO help m l w  
dtspuse~ and &f farrtify h s  ..., 
Chb J h a  Xkpprg 
Em Ckh,  A q u a  25,1994 
I ~ w w W c  Smidchci X . g  
TMnsladOr: Kao Ximg 







mey brought t& to A m  to tke $raider court .,,. Tkey 
a l r ~ h s ~ p s ~ p l e k r e d n g  ,... l k y k t h a t  we 
were very tired .... It is w e  tirirs~ .., ahut  27 or 28 hours on 
theplmk You stillfel th% may& the phne W of goitsg up 
and h n  ,,,, My wi& [Hm] was pregnant. She ws rer)r 

When we got to Euu Claire, it was April 9th (1976], gbour 
jive itr the evening .,.. u lit& dclrk ruirshg a little bit ,,,. s$ill 
vwy cold f i r  US* We wondwing, when weget our q f r k e p k  
.... Everything ... looks werent ... t h e p p l e  ... &c buihkgs. 

we get to B buibiing, I think a witole grow of p p k  
ssatld them and wave @$ a, and t.hq tell w "We are your 
~ O P S  [TrhSly Lutliemn Ciuuxh members] ..., " TWey kaw 
mmeflowers, some fruit. .. and all the warn cl&esfor w. We 
ktnd of tW Itr mr mind ,,, *Wow, these are the pupk  who 
spwuored MS .,. and thy  are so friendly ,..." 

#ired very sick .... I n  the morn@ ,,.-we hk out the window, 
all the aailu h a m s  wre &d of quiet ... We WOI&P, 

in this little tclwtr, or thls &tk villa84 tso pupk ut aU?,.." 
Life is just l i b  you sturted ver)r in the b o # u ~  ... They h$ 

taca@forlap, helptu-howtodo&hest Itowtowash& 
cluths ,.*. T'hey show N lik& .,. awing  a new I @ , j w  Me n 
baby. And we kind of wofidering how life its America h gohg 
to &?Not just only days, but ~nerr a couple of arm&, we gtii1 
wondering w h d w e g d h g # d b ~ ~ w a m ~ 3 t o g t 0 g e t  
arrr lye started again? 

Yong Kay M w  
Eau Clalrq October 141992 

I n r e M r :  rim Pfvr f f  

f d d i v W s  md vduntary agencies, such e fithe U.S. Catholic 
Confemce,h~~Imm~tion~Re~Services,mdChur& 
World Sewias, qmmmd-&e fmt wave d Hrnong wfugtw to the 

~ * * d g M h : * r b d ~ % t d S o l i r  United States. S p m m  h t u l  housing, covcnd initial rent pay- dkopra;hwkdYang#nyMsr~#&VaMe~& 
F ~ ~ ~ ~ ' $ ~ d b P ~ ~ A I ~  P m o r J 1 1 ~ k O h b m  meats, armgod for appropriate fwd, h o ~ a p e s I  a d  

bdhg, and oriented new arrivals to Wr M community.w The 
/ r r ~ ~ t ~ k s ~ r h ~ A ~ .  ~ L ~ C h r v c h ~ f ~ s ,  



L 

: w- ~ - h  of- refugm3 - hmmtfy io cities such al Paovidem* Fhil&lphia, 
mago, St. Paul, we, and Ajlrt. 

TBe U , S . S t a k : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p ~ m a n t d ~ n ~ n  ofrehpxi in m y  nitse tokessetm 
the ewmmtc on hdivietoal commrrdtia SuEcRgoticScs kdghtenod h ~ n g  h I h g ~  ofisPlac5orr. 
Many &ugwi t t e l ~ + ~ ~ y  after their arrivalt rn juindatives in other cities. *arb next decade, 
"scawby &rationu acxwtioad k r  the growth of 
c i ~ n  of ffmona. '%he NWR Rwttlmrrt St&, 
fundtd by 4he USYW~~ of &oe ~ e s t ~ ~ t  & 
1 9 8 5 , ~ s t a t a l o b 3 0 ~ ~ 7 2 ~  
comdtiw the -st ;t Fmm and St. PauL Most 
camnt- bad fewer tW a thuumd Hmorifg, An 
extmndyhIgb h ~ r a t ~ p t a d w t d ~ ~ M i d r  
yoang ppMoa - 49 p e m t  under age %5+95 

once refugeeti had re hod rlumselves ip U.S. 
oornmnni,ti?~, they qmmm for f~kt iv~& 
in th mp, k later d v a h  hnsfikd from 
experience and aupprt af ~lativw but r e m a i d  W 
l&td from sbs ~ * ~ o n g  mmmrmity, Tbie 
R w w S w n d t b a t i n  19&&86pwmti$ts& 
Hrplongia Q~~ 56paroentin M-@*. 
Paul had km apmd by u h  Hmmg famiIii* L 
Mimwb and Wiscmh, d v a  CBurch ~~ 
oombhtsd with ~~ m i p h  to prodm W W  
bitstorim Alfred McCoy hmed a H ~ a g  maww ex- 
tsdh frw Mbeapl ia  -ward@ Lake Wigan.  
Twelve W h n s ~ ~ m h a d H m n g ~ ~ m w i b ~ o f  
mom than 1,000 hy 1993, with tbm I i w ~ ~ E i o n ~  in 
Milwaulw, Warnu, S d m y g w , ~ i e r o a , ~  Bqr, 
h ~ h C l a i s p 4 r r n d ~ h  

With a mnt E4mg ppdarion d about 2,300, 
Eau Clairs mfl- he cbdknge~ involved in msaffZe- 
ment, faoad by both rtfugeea aad host cmmuni&s. 
Area ch- b q p  @pming Hmong fam8es in 
1976. Trinity U h e r r u r  Pastor Andy EIoe drew tho 
family names Wua, Tho, atnd Vmg at a chwcb 
& ~ ~ ~ ~ I % d ~  & ~ v ~ s w P B ~ ~ &  
from Thailand &led by Lutheran Social SemIw d 
Calholiq Chadtiee, By 1980 h a  local Htrww popula- 



I n  29%7,Jcmeto8uu Chireto 
whit my mother and her fie ..., 
My &r, w b  is so c w ~ ~ m d  
abwll ne ... said ikgr ~ k &  wanmi 
~ t l  to g9 ta a c b 2  nearby and 
d o s ~ ' i ~ l l t ~ t 0 ~ l d 5 G h d ~  
illinoh b e w e  I tam the 4 m~ 
h myfWb that is awny .... Mwt 
of my Ss h t m  My -irrr/ 
reifacivgs m here. m rn @my 
firnib cum@ h e  k 1985, T h  
actwily came to C b p  but my 
s~br&er,Moua,saidfh3tihe 
w u n ~ t o ~ o k e r e ~ m s t o ~  
#ry ~ l t i w  me k m .  So he ach- 
a 5 3 . ~ ~ # 0 a b g & ~ p k . k d r c r r r  
r y l a r t d m d t 8 e r l r t s ~ a r r C l a h  

t i o n b n d t n c r e a s ~ d f o ~ ~ ~ l b ~ v ~ ~ ~ w ~ 1 ~ m f r o m P f i ~ @ i a , ~ g o , a o d o ~ e r U . S .  
citiw. IP 1981, Jack OW&, WC Education Coordhator at the District I Techatcal CoIlege 
in Em Claire, dmatud Wt wumdary migrant8 mmmted far $O percent af the local Hmoag 
pop~tatiaa.~ 

.The ~ r t a g c o f  affoxdabb h&g prompted Hmwg 
trtointaprob~~ththeHw~AuWitymrlegal 

~ t s ~ n a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ J m o w ~ s P p ~ r b o m e ~ ~ , ~ m e H m a n g  
mhbatttd their qmlmmt~ and £d k b r d ~  grew reluctant to have Hmong tenants 
Early&&-YqUydhVutM~~~t,GBIVan~g,Yw~JCouXiqarld'KjoumdMai 

~Yarag-recaivcd~~w~s#d~ta~&smtIteir~.Theytfienmadtup 
a~ore$roupafInterprttersaad community lhbm, Wtbgtbase wbfallwed. Yong my Mouanwd 



Ciakd Area H m g  Mutual - ASw 
tkrtmpn, U~robsr27~ f 9.94. PWqgrqkr:  D k k  
F r k b w ,  Bau Wlrirc L d e r - T t b g ~ ~  



W n  l#t& came t u b  C&r& 
I d ~ J s c h l i f i r w p ~ k I W s  
#utI~toreguhchm *Amti -  
can W s .  I dm'# &nuw any 
&#@h d f d ' t  & a~pr 
~ w k l ~ ~ ~ ~  
a r s d w a ~ ~ ~ b A t ~ -  
ers ww fSnlrked mdp- 
menejbr*&&&thmthq 
canleartdh?lptime&~~d&tuDd 
my a &w ww& each &y. 

C h  vw 
Letter the d b  

bu WE Wr-TefQbgern 
March 27,1981 

I * a n g r l a p ~ b d t b f o w o l p t ~ t o ~ ~ t .  Without  could 
n o t a d v a u o u h s c h o a i , ~ d ~ o r ~ p t r ~ a r r n  ~ ~ t a s k s o E g a i l y I i h . A ~ ~ l a ~ f i r s t w s v e  
sf metthm4 arrived with a limited d l ~ f ~ n g l ~ s b m g R w a a i D t i o a s w i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
a a d a i d w o r k e 3 1 ~ . ~ w h o ~ ~ e ~ 1 9 8 0 ~ t a ~ e ~ m o r a p t m o t e ~ d ~ ~ T h e y  bad 
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Making a Living 
Most Hmmg arrived bowing little about herim Me. Few spoke any 

Bargllsh or brwghtskflla f b t  would en&lethem to gain meaningful e m p l ~ y  - 
ment. Initidly, the federal government provided fiAaa4al usistana for 36 
months &mu& b Refugee atshABailstanceprogrm,after which, unable a0 

thg mipition of refugees to mtes 
tm&b'fhmcizal a&&mce, By 1988, 

in Wfomia, Mnaesota, and 

abdrove~~c~ndwymigradon. Afterwords@ 
afewHmangfarmeni9~eR~omh1981, 
rnia's Central Valley. The Mmong community 
to 12,OQO the following y car.10t Unfe W t e l  y, 

Hmonggemdly wertmtsbk t o h m s d l y t h t h e .  TPlecombinatioaof 
high h d  p r i m  d an smphasis on high-& rgicultum p d p r o d u o e d  n high 
~lrmempbymsnt rate. boa$ haw had better ~~ im industria quirlag 
taw-.skad manual l a w ,  wid3 a# &rhp w.Uries in lhbs-Ft, worth, 
-BIy ad jmkaghg plants In Rwi&cb, W e  Wand, or s e d  -*- twEy pi&& hi Portlmd* Oregon.EW 



A few moag have had a w e a s  s t d n g  bush-# wudly txttfri 
; or building on trrrdiuoaal padti-, In St. Pad, E h r m n g e  "Orlmtd" 

University Avenue offeringpdwtsaot t y p i M y  fwndh&mrim food &om 
for example, in S O - p m d  or 100-ptmd d. In li%e&~* WEe to farm on a 
h t e a d t Q @ n p l o b d % 3 m w W ~ p ~ ~ ~ m p ~ ~ g , C h  
strawberties far sale k d l y ,  ill !hat& and w m  M o m  craft cooperatlives 
stmycloths to spbcialty shops. In Wkmin,  waiW&m sltt up boutha 

~ ~ ~ ~ u -  
f w r h g * T w a n t y m m d ~  

worked in the &u Claire a c h l  system, mmtly as hilingual teaching mistants, A lww pePm%e 
worked in Eau Claire city a J ceuaty social sewice agencies, and at public and private bed& dJnh. 

Self-employmnt remained mcmma, d y  providing only wpplementsrg in- Womcn mld 
nsedleprk at ana festivals and at the HMAA craft store. F d h  rented @en plots and soid produce 
at the DowntawnFmer's Market Since 1992, the City ofku  C b W  qmnsmd anhtemhitppmpaffi 
which offen incentives for am businesses to provide job expwience for Hmtygmdults. Taut p d c k d  that 
Hmong ~~f~sufficiency might Fise to 70 pmnt  over the next Pive y a m  as motc *otp% phk~ enter 
the workforce. 

My m p I e  curtld not r e d  En- 
glish, coum '$ p o w  i l w t r y c t ~  
on W i c &  M g e s .  Mmp ~ek 
sick f u o n ~  LfM myY w8 don't Un- 

&&nd how ta irrigtaie &Us. In 
Laos, j%mnj& wit fir r& We 
dm't ~~nders&rad mrrrkthg - OM 
yclrr Jarnren gel high price for 
m p a  mrprdplrrraplwh- 
hg ..., We thou@ ... if we farm 
mybe we e m  be indepdent 
-It. ug& B& wjbmnareteby, 
wkePr ws ur* ia Centtc11 V d l q  
[@ Cali@rnh] we learn $hut you 
~ k p v e ~ s ~  ... mmq.  

Lang Lee, DiFlo t  
United Lm AgricdCuPsl Assoc. 
F w n q  A m  $986 
letewkwe~: RFrrtrsA Vivian0 
m w  



Hmong leaders in the United S t a h  operate an multiple levels, deriving their authority from p i o u s  
stam sts military or civilian oefidab, clan me&fifiip, and howl+ ofAmerican ayskrns. Omera1 Vang 
Pao waslargcly responsible for the HmngmnmUntty that resettled in M b u l a ,  I[n 1977 be helped found 
Lso F d y  Community, lnc., anon-@It mutud assistance wmciation for refugees in Santa h a ,  which 
qukHy bsamc a national organization with many looal pIfiliatea Vang Pao hw nmained a pamrhl 
aIttrou@ controversial figure, 

S W  1981, Vang Fm ha actively sought support and ftnmchl mdhtians h m  Hmwg Americans 
to pume armed reahtan- in k under t h  bmmr of the United h o  National Liberation Front, 

Cammonly known aa Nee Hm, the org&on funded resistance 
eightcws who attacked bahn villages from their b w s  in Thai 
&gee camp. Raids against Fhm8 wbo have ntPrmd to I m s  
c l k m g d  t b w  stiu in mba caslps fmm rqwhthg, mm$ 
Anmican W e s  have been ta pay $100 down and $10 per 
month to sappOft the goup'# activities In 1 1984 IcMr to his 
supporters, VangPaomted?btwily those who conttlbted regular1 y 
w d d  be mnsidered pmmmt members of Ned Piom and, after 
%hation," receive mrity fm pdtions in a new 

critics oontend that the mimma I& Wide9pre#d su rt ia 
Lsoc.Thty &gethatNtw~an brpf3tdtolrsspadcqw&& 
mmds ad question whather money ~ ( ~ ~ t r i i t e d  by Hmoag Aneri- 

hu$ actually H e d  the mbanoe, From 1981-89, regular 
cmtfibutmsto NeoHma declinedfmm #percent ofthe US. Hmong 
to 1- than half, Opponeob wgw h n d a l  d d o m  have 
futthtr bpwerisM refup families W d y  heavily dependent w 
public whuince?~ 

~ r J l b ~ i f : ~ m s O l ' ~ ~ ! # k + d  ~ ~ ~ ~ r r ~ ~ ~ u u t * ~  Tbe explosive Lsua htts created deep f ~~u rws  within bong 
mbebmba in Chiprga IW. REdsoX-. Ymg lhw h~ E W g  h e r i m  communities, at tiram causing dibsension within clans. 
tadtwm jb d m x t h  Irr Iloe U#M Skim C d  Mow is a ~ b e  m H  Such dhisi~ns m worth notingbecause clan memhmhip remains a 
qf -1 Vmg BW. central rtarped of h o n g  society. C h  allegiances helped Hmogg 

maintain w ! W  wh&n during migrations fFom China to Laos, 
and Laos ta Thsflsnd. In the United Slates, c h  leaQexs have found that bir influence bas kammnded 
ttditiond l gdagc  & k b  # !dude a v d t y  of issues, owing largely to the h n w  of el-ed 
Hinorig politid leadorm. Clam offer d t y  and mutual support to individuals andfmilia attempth 
toi~pupandteWinastriiutpland. RalativaPolIdl&m W . a n g S h e r ~ P a C h a X i ~  Nao 
~~~~Xi~n$NBia~~Xi~,~dChlaKouaXto~~~Clelrc,m~Xi~~~da~tcIanhthc 
area. In Dcs Moincs, Ieadcr Lao Thd Vang'a d v d  prompted ofier Vang families to join him1" 



,.. Ill this twmoy, I &hi& w 1 4  
forpsopk W c m  heb @ toww 
mfifik~ein a d # t t h c h n  ... w with the]& wish the 
wwIces mPB with, w k l  yojl cadi, 
fmnsiw lIBCD the new soclew **., 

2k&rWhtwWt4in 
t / K ~ B ~ % ~ c d l u I ~ $  
W drqr M ' g  .., with fmib 
m@b,  wtfA the preut d c&l- 
h n  c@lkt. [Pw] th& k i d  af 
~ ~ ~ C o w k ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
popk... hhdsfk~tkjbntddy 
tQ $W 19&ewr, mis wky I SQSQ 

w k a W ~ ~ ~ k m . , . . I f w  
~ ~ t d r e l e a d W r R B C W S l l W  
U & h t ~ k h  p b ~ f  NHR??H&* 

caWslwPwiltkadd#eredm 
,., [mJ & e l d e r  w b  Wetptopd 
tkmmm& k)*, the farm* 
together .,.. 

Ywng6t men r114 incrsldagly, womcn PUOP( in English and betttr &la to eopc with 
YorUXqyMws qw, repwtlt  anothersouxae of b d e M p ,  They have &.as intsrptetend tiWea$1& 

Hmong and nan~Mmmgcmmnaitiwii. 01th dm W r $  who gtmrdly  b i d  the 8"" ~w tfra EOU CMrek N w m k  16, I W 2  

c a z l z m d y ,  bvc relied on thorn to drrd Ya pa& through tb ~~ w ~ . ~  1.1984 h y  bgm fnfmi- Tww 
m g  Mutud hkbnc6 Amxiatbits w), $eif4&p w i z a i h i  fuffaed by bhe US. O$E&oe d 
Refugee I k m M ~ t .  MMs identifiad spoamm, loGatgd h m h g ,  appliocl f d  &id h m d d d  
fdshingsl md provided English language tr$b& md W a t h  and wientatios s e r y h .  As a 
mpkigfudtm, M&U have oEEd job himitkg and phc&mbnt, md gmmliy bava sewed asl 
and hisun fbr f9mongfmhs attbn@hgto oegothb b & c a u a  d c t y .  Over ttms W have also 
uvslv6ctb~c6mmunity antes, hosting New Ywr'amMwdms, sower t w ~ e n t ~ ,  w the wmsio~d 
pot-tuck dinner. 



s- they [W#de] j rn#  
AaRgupwhen&ykrmywiceis 
H m g .  I &ink they h ' r  like 
H n w n g p p k  @liveh W A w r s e  
. a , .  SametWs tkey say *Yo& are 
Hmorrgandhavetwmmy~e* 
aven if 1 h ' t  tell thm maay 
childred I kaw, X4a thty &dl me 
I f ~ n ' t  call them back .... Ifid tdRe 
wismlrrrycorurrry. 

* xmg 
M a d  a, 1W3 

Eau CtaSre hrdet -Te i tp  

The Wty of H m o n ~ r t ~ s t o a & p t  in the Unitad Stateahsvar ieddtng to such facton asage, 
gander, education, and the etuda of bast oommwiry residents. Many Americans have generously 
welcomdthem by wing a~ qmwm, wtors, or mentors itad donating clothing ttnd howhu1d itam 
Othew have not greeted rehqp~~ w graciously. Arriving after America's p d d d  and divisive experience 
inVietnam, many ~ ~ ~ ~ b y s n g r y ~ r i c a n a  wht,mWkenly viewedahem asVietmmsa. 
Some rehgca haw hen  sjst upon on the streets ar labeled "dog eaters." Many switched to ualislcd 
k l q l m e  numbers after repwed hostile phone callshim 

ln m e  aws, at&utM W t  the Hm- have Wed to change with cimstmm. For example, 
brig refugees w b  fW mted apdmenb in Eau Claire &I the Iab 1970s had little howledge of 
American Born matntmmm arrd did d-ge some -&. However, refugw &wadonat 
services sin= &=m h m e ~ ~ ~ ~ v e d .  fn 1989, t h e H a u C f ~ ~  Autbrity produced a #riaof 
videos on b e r i c 8 8  h e  ro we as sm ohtation t d  fctt rehigees. &spits improvements L 
mfugee edudon, ~ ~ t X w l  tO expexiR~lce d h c r i n h b  aria ia some cases, abuse by local 
Iandlords who eithGt r&&&hmd t0 them or toof a d v a n ~ o f ~ n a i v c t d  by fa ihg  ta provide basic 

~ c c s . ' ' ~  
h other instances, ten~ion 

m r ~ ~ e m e a x h a s l ~  
a l d o w i t b d ~ u n  
than with l idted resources. 
we, tapid innuxeg of b i -  
p t s  mate problem for host 
mmtnuaitia which defy tmy 
remedy. Wansau (population 
37,500) QllB of S W d  Wid 
cities in Wi~consiw that have at- 
tracted a large number of Wmong 
s~condrvy migrants because of 
the relatively rikrai AFDC eli- 
gibility qukernents, high qual- 
ity schools, and strong emphasis 
on tachniaal education. In 
Wawau, Hmong clustered in 
poorer aeighborboods where 
hauplingwas less eexpensive. As a 
result, their children were con- 
cenmted at Net rr few sdmls. 



Hi& Hmong birth rates b a i h m l  dwemtwy *-t, The Wmw School District's 
property-tax rate tow 10.48 percent in EM& &aim & @ h ~  h n  for adjoining districts with few 
Irrtmipnta. 

bumiliation ofhavinnamdchildrea interpret fa them. =%&&A rp 6 2 * m ~  o f t k d n t  r ~ d ~ m t a y ~  -- & W m  W-dn, April 1994, P m p r P e r :  @I.-d FA, Hmwg mcn and women havc also had conflicting OMBOW addment exwriena~. Tmditbnal mnder m h  be- 
g* ta erode diring tbe war whan women engaged in ta& to help feed their fadies. As refugees 
in llui mps, wives 0 % ~  coped bttw than husbands. They were able. tn continue m y  of their usual 
Wiviti&, such as keeping h o u ~  and Wd-readn& whtle W w i w d i m r k  earned indispnmbla income 
which h s h d s  found difficult: to mat&, In the United States, Amtrim views about &he equality afthe 
wxes and the need hr multiple family i n c m w a ~ ~ e l ~ t a t e d  Witransition, althwgh not without resistmw, 
Hmong men continua to occnpy most ledemhip d e s  k the community, and husbands grldty over 

i 



~ f i e I b a d ~ I h v e ~  
in #his cclursrryfir rkree years artd 
iwoneI tar ta~gktnreawdin  
BwM. My vhbn is getting worse 
.... ImwtputmyglossesonwksI 
wanr to rclrd ,... 1 &el bad beetwe 
l & 2 t h u w t ~  ddw....Esrrorlrp 
c-rl~ with any Aranderrs .,.. When1 think a h  it Jmy dy 
W S E ~  Ikeepffll  & ? m & l r o ~ y  

heart, 1 I sme H m g p q &  
~ t P o v v r a ~ A n m v ~ ~  
drive .... When Americans hd 
on the &or, they h w  kw tu 
wlmt ckem, when Aln&wM 
&thea*ss,thq**to 
wy .  It s- like they kmw 
m g  .... If1 w still yoaurg #?Id 
e n m e r o r ~ c ~ w u h w ~ *  H ~ M m ~ ~ . d r l M f r a n ~ ~ n n r x M ~ ~ # ~ X ( a ( r , M a ~ 1 4 1 9 P I . F ~ ~ r :  
d d g e I k I d b w m  h ~ ~ h M n i t c ~ r - T ~ # ~ l r a ~ ~ a & . a n r l a D a r ~ k i F S w C l a I r e C i ~ C ~ ~ # t y H m l b r D c ~  
to @ Erlglhh. IM Loos I d&'t 

llaw p*lem with MYME ..*. wives in hg&h of-q job traioma, and cmptoymcat. Hewer, Whwmkm continue to earn 
w cr gwd person. income. Hmoap wamm i m x d n g l p  work h Wong or&tians, as bilingual teaching assistants in 

chh xh8  8CllQ013, and BS interpmten for pkhlic agench ,  Future generatione of Hmong women, having been 
4 % ~  Claire, N& 5,1992 educated ifl Amwhn sdwo4 will likely p u e  career go& cmpahle  to thorn of kheb noa-Hmmg 

Ilsaswkwr: Sm1BcReS Xi#& elm. 
ndam' KwXbg Young people fiad ibeme1vaii tom betwwn the dcsin of dsrs to plascrve culhuG sad Lho dermodr 

of Azaericau h t y  to dh, Thwe who came to tb United Sb#m as b t a  w wars b m  in &is 
cantty have a Bad time embrdng WmDng dm, Tbty play ~ 5 t h  tbe m e  toys a d  watch the m m  
t e l m ~ n ~ a s r t t i a h n m - ~ ~ ~ & ,  T k e y ~ ~ p r v i ~ b e ~  t h a m l ~ g g  a n d W  
p a e m . I n , ~ o o l ~ y m d a b b u t Q a o r g e W ~ s r # l ~ ~ I n , a o d ~ m k ~ i n ~  
J ~ w ~ Z t o d h r r m U ~ h ~ h y ~ i n o i c i n ~ L ~ ~ 8 . ; ~ ~ ~ ~ j .  



~ p r o ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ y ~ n ~ ~ l , ~ - $ e g h ~ ~ ~ y d ~  B f # ' @ ~ ( @ W ~ ~ r * ~ k 4 ~ ~ ~ ~  
mhchwhen tbey put off msrbgeuntil&ar @ a h .  H m a g w d q s  ~ f ~ & ' ~ & & r ~ . , , W e d a n a t k a v e e n # g h  
Inv~lvhg "brid~ capturmw h e  police in@M ttmi ummted he@ emma@ m p @ m  ~ ' ~ l ~ r u l . , .  Back 
hcsdhW. h h O S ,  W M  -&Ed -@able & I - 8bdw h h  ahc Aopse~ ku in thC U#&d*as "' 

iptenddbride,mmoviq her to the homaof hbpmnts. Within24 h w  &r w ~ ~ t k ~ I l k b ~ ~ e w h e n w e ~ e w e j W m  
m ~ S t b w ~ t h e s p ~ h t y w r ~ s a t & A s  the Ucsphuo:' he was required to send repm~~tltives back w the bride's 

OYLL Pk PllBdn MpbN parlaam to seek thch appmval and mediate Um mmhge agreement which 
would huolve a '%bridepdcempid in s h r  bars. In some caw, the bride and Chlna, c- jkdng ateath ~ermkr, crosskrg the plain of 
~mhdrlnadycoenrtyagroodtomany.Thefodtyoflhoqmand ~ * i l I Q p 9 1 h a t ~ ~ I e *  
the bride's few unwillingness demonstrated the wumm'a for her J ~ M  Bee Xiag 
parents and the maa'acammitmeat ta the marriage, f n other ases, time bride's &gu C h k ,  Oeellnlrer 15,1992 
resiatancb was sincere, yet sh h a  little choice. ~ ~ 1 t m i m e r :  Juma P. h a r y  



~ J ~ e t ~ i h h ~ t y I  
had mu& my arthd &at I dors't 
wantto@wrrpldiIdffn tomany. 
I thought [am] m y d f  nty 
p p u m @ e n d ~ h ~ f m e m t Q  
many, a d  I mat &at kap$ry .... So 
Ctokimykhk all my girl& WtI  
will -8) f &n't wfrlrsm k p  
i B e o l d ~ I i k e ~ ~  

~ [ ~ l ~ ~ ~ A l f d #  
ywrW~Wrorr~ywr 
w m i  kr marryj ffrre. But v-- 
W h b Y - w a y p r -  
c w t r e t a t h e ~ . . . ~ ~ a r c b w w ~  
CBctra&t&q i f p e o p t e m & r k e  
him, it's wry h p t r n f  to & 
p m w  of* ckrrt, tkoy g- give 
y w a w a y . S a I w i I f n o t d o t k l  
mymors* 

Mui Xm rang 
Mudism (Wn, A* 22, f 994 

Interviewer: Tim 

In Lms ,., Hmmg  adt their daughter to hvefiee choice. .., lhy wmr he boyflied 
tomy, " I w a n t t o ~ t a r r y t h b ~ ~ "  ...Butvtkg irl Cikmthegrry, thetishe w ' t s a y  mything 
i rbout i t .Arsdso~th is~#mt . , . ~ id  7 ~ t t o r n a n y p , " s ? ~ s a i d ,  " S W G ~ M C ~ F ~ ~ W ,  
b~to&Wyotl@b~~bdlUOddmypr~hawyorcrdd&wrabmt? Nontatfer[n 
I'm w@g uMyethagor w h m r  .... S ~ n e f b w s  you cm give l i k  a muple W r e d  &UElrs 
w$l,WO forrgirliandsny, UDpywwonrtopmnheyouwlllwwrtyrne? Willyouhqsepmymoney?' 
A#d?hepmntshuwtobea&ib@d , . t k a t p r w r t ~ o r y & s g a t r d $ e & ~ p r ~ s k i s ~  
khh& (btrt] bactwQ wund~tomarry kihl md jtis?RoMnllg buck.,.. ~ m t i m &  w k t t w e ~ l k  
ttbosu WwppSrrg, it's really a & big, big d~gument rurd discmion Jn the H m n g  c~mmlcplhy, 

whetbra cwbki&tappingoritb mt..., 
Kiloxiolrg 

Eau Chire, Qct* 26,1982 
Interviewer: Tino Pfirfl 



Americans have labeled the pra* kidnapping whether or not #he W a g  m m a  a@& to tfrr: 
maniage. Zn some ea- Hmmg men have bebn d, In otbe~,  woman haw W fof 
wekiq the protection of Amerlcaa law. rPu: practice stirred deep Peelhip wit& tk l b t ~  
communi@ anrt illustrates the vwt gulf separating the two culturn. 

For Hmons fsmilies in 
issum hat conthua to Inva 
older w p l e  anable to cope 
e l b  still carry p o w d  
nightmami as wW1 as "survivor 
relatives and friends. Some 
unable to explain the me of 
"Hmoo& sudden-death syo- 
b e , "  an affliction that has 
taken tho lives of mre than 100 
f m m r  8oIdiembatweaathe srges 
30-50. Family mmben speak 
late that the =use Is intense 

Pisputesovwwhther tosup 
PMf ongoing atffwd resistance 
in Laos continue to divide 
Hmmg b e r i m  communities, 
In m n t  y m ,  improved rela- 
ti- between Thai and miart 
governments have made W of- 
ficials less talerant of mmg 
resishnce acttvities launched 
'"""'J" 
1991, representatives from the 
Thai and Laotian governments, 
meting with UMICk agreed 
upon a b-phslsed refiatriation 
plan to duw t$c cams. Remain- 



retuning to Laos or resettling in a third country. Officiilrs hoped that by the end 
of 1994 ail a m p  would be closed 
The plan fell behind schcdula fot numemm r e m .  Many Hmong were 

reluctant to go back to bas out of genuine bar for tbeir safety there. In Much 
1992, Rmmg Americans staged dmmatrations in a e v d  U.3. cities protesting 

Y & & ~ & ~ & ~ ~ - & N U A ~ ~ T . S A  W&in, the 
- 8 a ~ ~ m ~ l o m w b r i ~ ~ ~  

human rightivi~kdons rmgahkt Hrnong in Laoe a d d l i n g  for an end to wh? they 
tamed %red repathtion," U n ~ n t e d  stories of Patbet h o  seprisd~ 
apim the &ong te~aitl wideqmsd, Many refugees who would volunteer for 
~ t O t a s i 0 ~ 1  are intimidated by resistance f$&ten wbo appose th~! closing of the 
camp rn a signif~cant hdtatlse b their activithtl' 

There are lm qfpeaple in Ha fh6 mid C ~ A  K h m  wko ore willing to 
go back [ta LaosJ but they are mt willing to say so publicly. If tky d ~ ,  
mrd drllLngs hupperl: MOI [Thai MWtty of I~terior] ames mi crw 
~ ~ t @ a p a p e r t k t t h g d @ h e k M t h i n a  few&ys. TheotW 
t k i n g & t h q g e t p r ~ r e f i m ~ k i n ~ c n m p s ,  Itrrrdejhbwnb 
thrum at my h#se for &&hag abut wlwary repatdutbon f j r  Ban Vfttai 
ifkk it was n~ 1 q e r  safe to s?ay m. 

Ybo wwps want the @gw to s&y h Tkoiland Otsc is the re- 
a d  &y we gettktg nranqprwff merwtu [United S@m] .... The otkr & 
ibccrl mi a&ials who are a b  rnakdng mq ofthe camps. 

TMTbaipvmmetlt ha, however, ~ W ~ m m i ~ t a t h e ~ .  ln Id y 
1992,lhe$ov8tnrnent mW& and &port4 men Rmmg dhddenbholdbg U,S* 
p s p t ~ h t  &w gudh activithsh W. Ia Uctober, Vang Fuag (brother 
do V- Puu) Plad Mom Lw halafa were arrested deported. Both were 
mused 06 pbimbg P FBid into Faydmwy Pmhm b e d  to coincide with a 
pdIwil9 visit oftbe d w ~ ~ ~ f  TbdW's Klag Bhmidol Adtal~adej,~~ 

Dqiht W C R  dabs wst It L aft fa moag ~efugeesl to tsttlra ta h, 
must Bavt mttlement b !he Udud States. From Jmutvy 1991 to June 
2994, the U.S, m p b d  w l y  25,000 brig P c f u p w  Mbr 2,736 awdt 
d e m e n t  trt Pbaaat N k E m  p r m d a g  center. Ban V i n a i d d  al ttbc end of 

Waq Kham d d  the foilowing par .  & of August 1994, soaae 7,938 
Mong Mqgm r e m h d  at Na Pbo camp, ~&ad&d for dmm i4 1895. 



t h ' t  how any ~ m g  thut h w ' t  haw r a w  of hh own 
cmntrjl. TAey haw brothem, &cers, o r p m m  &emB#acrr- is in 
tbe Ud&d&a@, d w p h f o r  a@Cdl?e kl the U&edsWa. 

SY 
Nmmhr  22,l !MO 

Bau a r t  LRwkr-Wg- 



Y ~ n g  MULM W I M A I ~ ~  -hera Nao Ymg, at rhe Eiru Claire aSrport, Way 18,1993, Phogmpher: 
John LIndrud, Eau Claire Leader-Telegram. 





Nates 

Chapter L - Across the M o u n ~ p s  of Laoa 8 Yang, 17; Barney, 29-30. 21 McCoy, in Laos: War and Revolution, 77-78; 
1 Herold J. Wiens, Ckina's Ma& Toward The 
Tropics (Hamden, Connecticut: The Shoe String 
P w ,  1954),36,68; Keith Ouiacy, Hioocmg: His- 
toy  of a People (Cbeney, Wmhhgbn: hatem 
Waahingtoir UII~VS~S@ ty  1988), 12-32; Dm 
Yang, Ph.D., H m g  at the Turn@ Po& @din- 
neap1L: WortdBridp Axdatss, Ltd., 19931, 
xvi. 

2 Wiens, 2m, M f d  W. McCoy, CathImn B. 
R e d ,  and Lmnard P. Adam H, Zk Poliiics oJ 
Heroin in Southeast Ash (New Yo*: b r p r  & 
Row, 19"12), 79. 
3 M a y ,  The PaIitic~ of Hcrdn, 79-80, Whm, 
235, 

g~ohmm, 264-65; W.E. Garrett, "The Hmong of 
Laos No hcs  to Run/ Nathnal Gmgruphic 145 
(January 1974): 94. 

10 Yang, 50-53, 
11 Johnson, 292, 
12 Susan Lindbtrgb Miller, Bounthavy 
Kiato&tysy, and Tw Yang, &., H m g  Vaices 
in Ymhnu (Misou4  Montana: Mhiswla Mu- 
warn of the Ar& ~ Q M & ~ D ~ ,  1993),37. 
13 Y q  77. 
14 Sally Ftre~san, *From the Hem and the W: 
Wing; Paj Ntuub in tBa Context af Cornmu- 
nity,'' (Fh,D. W., University of Pennsylvania, 

Ounn, 30; Yang, 26-29. 

22 McCoy, Tk Pditics OfHeroin, 72-76; Arthur 
J. Doma, Conflict in Lam: lk Politics of 
Neutdlurtim (New York: Praeger, 19711, 16- 
17. 
23 McCoy, The Po1itics of Heroin, 76-77. 
24 ~ a r y b ,  76-80, Catherine Lamow and Michtl R. 
Lambtrti, The fncerrtutiona~ Connectim: Opium 

G m r s  to Pushen (NOW York: P a n t h  
Bwh, 1!04), 116; G m t t ,  103. 

25 Ymg, 37-38; McCoy, in Laos: War and R w  
Irrtfon, 81,91-92. 

26 McCoy, Tke Politics ufHer&, 02-84. 
1990), 109-19; fornnt h b h ,  u b ~ n g  Art: Tm- 27 CiPlan, 225-rt, Jane Hamilton-Merrin, Tragic 

Wicns. 1m200; Bub.n ''land ditionmd~,"bHmwtgArf:Tr&und M d :  lhrHmong, thehcAmericanr. and the Houa Vue Mw$ Trail firough the Misfs @au 
C h g e  (Sheboygat, W b m s h :  Job Michael Wet Wars fir L m ,  1942-1992 (fndianapolia: a&, wiscon~in: BY uls udhan, 1 ~ ) , 4 2 .  
Kohlar Anr haar, 19 861, 24, h d b a  Uni~tri)ity h, 19931, 19-36. 

3 McCoy, E%? Politim ofHnOslr, 80; Y a q ,  12, 
25: Oant Y. be. "Minority P O W  and the 1s Yang, 61; Pttecwn, 79. 28 Ouna, 227. 
ma," in ~ m t k ~  im: w b die 16 W& ia H-A~,  23-24 29 m y ,  me politics of Heroh, 78-85. 
P&ks arpd Society of the Lao P e e ' s  h- 17 hY, 3742 
crnt* Republic, td. Win SM-Pox (St M a :  18 &1-6,, UnJvemity of Qimmshd Rw, 1982), 199. ClrapitrII-=-War 

19 Alfred W. McCoy, "Frtnch Cold& in 30 Msrvin E. Oc#lomnuq Jme Ftanktin, Marilyn 
6(i'LindBscocy1"meHmongofNmfhnn Lam, 1893-1945,"inloar: WorondRmlurion, YqpadH.BrvaFr.aWin,cds.,Yie-and 
L.os'"MA*lhcri4UnivC~ty0fMi~1957~ cds. Nina S. A d a m  lad Abed W. McCoy (New America: A Dmnmenied Hhmy (New York: in Indwhinese Refugee Education Guides: YorL: H.rpcr Row, 1970), 6,-,5, G- ofHntrwtg History and Culhue (Wash- Grove Press, Inc., 19851, 25-86. 
w n ,  &C.: anter for @lied &@ti=, m~eoftrcy C. Ounn, P d h l S b w g g l w  in Lam, 31 Timotby Caetle, At War in the Shu&w of 
M a v e  fW), 23. 1930-54: Viemmex CmmuW Power a d  the Vietmm: US, Military Aid to ihe Royal Lao 

Shuggk for Nu- Indepersdsnce (Bangkok: G ~ ~ A ? ,  1955-73 (New York CuIumbJa Uai- ' Cbark8 '- So Yans, *' Editions hang b l ,  1988),2&29; M e ,  in v d t y  Fresu, 1992). 8. Thfmn * Hw ww and A d - ,  75-76, (SL mt MacfikW @Ihge, 1985, reprint 1992), 32 M O y ,  h h: War and RavoIulion, 92-95. 



33 Arnold R. Inssrac~, Cfordon Hardy, and 46 Fall, 94-97; Ikmm, 99-101. 6s Cwth, MM2. 
M d W r  Brown, sds,, Pmm of Wac C m b  47 ~a 108, 66 cit-b R O W ~ A ~ P A I W ~ ~ W  (NW ~ w k :  

L a  (BOIIW ~~ hbM@ e m *  qg M, 1% -n, 133, 0.P. htaarn's So-, 1979), 104-05. 
1987),W, 

49 Isommen, 114. $7 W e ,  82-83. 
34 Nina S. Admw "Pakmm, CUbn%s and Rwolu- 

%~.o ~ e d f o r  1945- 50 I&+ Peter S. USOW~X~, mntem- 68 h U +  ~-97. 
1954," In Lam: War rmd R m h ,  mh, Nina S. gtm Hiithat- and U.S. hIicy Toward 69 We, ~ 6 ;  ~chadw,  298-302. 
Adamsaad Alfjrcd W. McCoy (New Yo*: Harper i w 3 , "  I * @ F ~  ~ N ~ ~ ~ t s e c ~  6, 70 -& I 302. I cde, ma, 
L Row, 1970),100-20. 2 (1991): 37Q, 

51 Castle, 2U-27, 
71 R O W  Shap1en, Rm? OutofHPnd (Mw York: 

35 I)omtllon, 87-93. Warpor & ROW, 19783,352, in McCoy, 2% Pdi- 
M ~ a r y ~ .  Wekkh,"Tht~ewsudsafRm~utton: 52 xhwski, 374. tics qf Werain, 281. 
Pathat Lao Polity tow& the Hi11 T n i  Since 53 Qdh, 29. 72 Cnutb, 113. 
1975," in &ary L ~ W :  S ~ S  in tlw gq -6,29.32, 73 W, 116. 
Pd'ic9 and of tk Lao P@'s 55 38; OfRa of Re.pUgec R d d g l e n h  
crslIc R e w i c ,  ed. Martin Stuart-FOX (St, Lucla. 
Univamity of Quaendand Prey 19821, 186; HmmgR#drlun#t w, Volume I, F h l  Re- 

p~ fWWgtun, D.C.: U.S. Department of CbPpterm-EXdwta- 
McCoy, The Politics of Heroin, 92-109. mh ~m~ st+, w d  -9 M- 74 ~ang,  142; C.stle, 115-21. 
37 Castle, 10; McCoy, The PoiitBs of Her& m, 1 ~ ) ,  1 ~ 1 9 ,  75 Us, in Contemporary Laos, 203; Yang, 146. 
lQ& ~ ~ t e ~ ~  with an. w a r d  0. h w B  w * ~ ~  53; McCoy, Pdirh 4 51, Alcuncki., Virginia, June 17,1971,264465. Hlmin, 

76 Lee, in Conleqorary Laos, 205; Y q ,  155- 
38 Isma, 30. 57 Ihmibn-Mmitt, 97-98. 55; Cwitk 125. 
39 Cat&, 11, 58 -W with Twby L y f o w  V h t i m ,  n ~ l ~ ~ a a + + ~ , " ~ ~ f r o m ~  
~ L ~ ~ E . A F L ~ ~ ~ , " N O P I . ~ ~ ~ Q ~ N ~ U * : *  ~ & ~ ~ r l , l ~ l , ~ ~ c ~ , ~ p d & g  1915-1979,*inklor:~si.lhCP~IWMd 
Esenhmer Administration and b," in L m :  of~m 268. So&@ ofthLrro P e o p l e J s R e m P I c R e ~ k ,  

'nd - ~ ,  Km md 59 b, C w w w y  w, 202; Hmfihp ad Martin Stuart-Pox (St. Uxrivct~ity of 
AUhed W. McCoy (Nnu York Hatpsr & Row, w. Qumwland 'Rrtm, 1982), 325; Hamifton-MertiU, 
19701, 141, 34248. 
41 Wtb, 15, 

60 oon MMICIW, MIWW pop {NCW york  avid 78 Ymg, 156, 
McKay, 1970),64-65,73; GsstJa, 40, McCoy, The 

42 AcWim&, in Lw: YYIK rurd R d t b ,  143; m s  @Her&, 271.74, 79 Bvati~, 23-24; Let, In C O H ~ ~ ~ O ~ I I ~ ~  m, 
Bsmard B. Fsl1,Amtmy of a C :  The LaOtLIn 61 79-1 59M), 206. 
C& of1960-61 (New York: Dwbtday, 1969), 

62 1- 71-72, 80 Ymg, 13; Evans, 132, 
171. 

43 Fa& 85-86; Domen, 101, 63 Castle, 99. 81 be, in Cow~ipormy tdnos, W494 

6.0 h t  Evan& The YdIow R a h k d :  Are 82 k c ,  in Contmprmy Laos, m, Quiacy, 
44 Pa, 86. 

Chemktal Weapoashfewrg Used in S m t k m t  Asia ? 193. 
45 h, 5a Cmtmpmry&tm, 202. (Imndan: Vem, 1983),16; Ganett, 83,89. 



83 B V ~  25,2&-30; be, in Conlerrrporwy Lmw, (%w Yo& The Fdmer Fms, 1990), 39; Hmung 106 ~ammond, BcC, Ruth Hammond, "Rumors of 
213. Rmmhenl S W ,  37-40. War," Dvh Cities Re&? 25-31 O c b k  1889,8- 
84 3vam, 31-32; ~amiIlton-Mtt, 381-82; wit- 95 October 20, 1981 Report, Papew of Jack 14. 
liam A. S d e y ,  Qah Koua Vaq, d Ctnla Yce QYConaeIl, Area Research Center, University of 107 Joh Finck, UClan hidership in the tImong 
Yan& M h r  of Writing: The &gh d W l -  W h l s i n - E a u  Claire. Community of Prwideace, Bhode Island," la Tke 
wrrt @ a  Hmons M e a M  ScW (Chiago: 97 ~ ~ d d  T-, strangers ~ 8 , ~  H q  in the Wen: O b s e w t f w  -I Pa- 
University of Chicago Rosa, lm), 26-39. s b :  A ~ i s ~ y  qf && ~ w r k m  (Bosmn: O/ lik 1981 H m g  R - d  
8s Evans, 33. ~ittle, ~nnp.ny, 1 ~ ~ 9 ) ~  483; smailey, udw of M-"* Bruca Tm -g 

&nd Doagtw P. O h y ,  (MiwqoIk southeast 
86 H m n g  Rese#tknrent Study. 2526; Mace 151-54m A s h  R&ge W i e r  Pmject, Cerlter for Urban 
Ooldhrb, M.D., F i g h s ,  W e e s ,  Inntigrmts: 98 W, 158; Amy Callin, "Ibc Hmang and .d *d Affrin. VniwreIgt of -w 
A Stay of the Hmag ( M b m p b  Can,hhda 'Iboir M& ... A Critique of Rua Speclq* in 1981X 

DougkP Olncy, 7Nc Be Oga- 30&, lm., 19821, 14; Lymdya Lmg, Ban Hmag Art: T d W m  and Change (Sheboyp, ig llOAmh mg 
V h k  R&CC (NOW Y& a l d h  W h &  John &b M ~ K ,  GWF (P~.D, dW,, univonity d ~h~ 
University b, 1993),58; Robsrt Shaph, "A 1986),13. 62-53. 
R6pot.ter at m: Smivo~$" N m  Y ~ h r  5 99 S h  Fw, H- A W m h :  Qn 1m 
Septamber, lm 33-36. Fb& in H m g  fA  the West, 25; OInty, 67. 

87 H~pong Resettleafcnt SW, 27. W h n r p i n P d k y R ~ b ~ a l t t ~ A p i I  
38 Oaldhb, 28. 1991),4,14-l5; l h a  Yang d David No* Pdk* Leodrr-Te*-. lunc 

89 Ooldf&, 12.23-31. 
p m P I c ~ o f & t H ~ L m ( W ~ , D . C . :  1*mw63. 
ofpice of Refugw RewWmnt, U.S. bparment 110 Y V h  0 Laming Tool for Wmo~g,~ Eaw 

90 Hmong Resettlement Sludy, 27, of IIedth and Human Swvim, Novcmh 1988), Claire Leader-Telegram, 23 January 1989; 
91 Lnng, 36; Tricia W, Becomhg Amerkm: 9. "Hmmg face Flow@ Bk," Elrrr Claire Leader- 
Ash Sojourners, ImdgraW a d  Rejkgtts in 100 H- itat-t Study, 97. Tc-, 21 March, 1993. * ITnW Sum Omgm: 101 D ~ ~ Y  M, *- mong: A M-. 111 ~ o y  kck, me ~ m i ~  of Immigration in 
W to Wt B Q D h  1902),141. ~ Regroups &e V&y," Cnlifwnb W a ~ b m ~ A ~ ~ M ~ 2 7 3  (April 1g94): 
92 Goldfhrb, 14. Living MagaBirPe 29 Jlltlusry 1984,10. 85. 
93 Passage: A Journal of R N e e  Education 2 102 H-8 Ramkmtwt Stwby, Appdix  1. 112 84-86. 

(S& 1986): h i d e  cover. f 03 Y ang, Pr@m qf the HighM Lao, 93. 113 Takaki, 465-66. 

104 Paw, 19. ~ ~ ~ ~ o u r t ~ a b ~ ~ ~ n # ~ ~ ~ :  b o n g  
bfugea in Wand,nR&ee Rep&, A News -iV - Becoli.I --- 105 -4 '''I'b G m t  I(.fukc S W -  ~h of urns, ~ ~ f u *  94 Knoll, 148. hwlx  h W 3  Are Payhi 40 Ffw Law - But (A- 28, 1tyq; 1.7, 

95 T. m b ,  ua J* ~ l f i &  What's H a m  to the Money?" Tk Wmhing- 
K h u I  C&d C@icl ud A&p~ian:  i ! k  'On 16 1989, B1. 

115 "LgqtlSp -1 huim Deported to U.S.," 

C a s e q f d k e H m n g ~ S n A h f t c p d w n ~ k ~  Agarct France Pressc, 21 October 1992, 



Sdectad Annotated Bibliography 

Oral H h r b l  ~ W ' ~ N ~ M ~ o f P l a h u s r I E f i s t w y y  e w ~ y ~ o f ~ t m a n t m d ~ a f H s l m g  
~ y o f ~ ~ t i ~ W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ d ~ t h N W ~ p h k S o c k t y , i n  ~ ~ ~ * T h L d ~ W ~ B ~ y ~ C ~ l M h i n c l ~ & s  

w c r c a o a p ( s d ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m -  W ~ D . C . B a b h e ~ e ~  ~ t i f i c d m l m ~ p L a n d s ~ ~ y w i t b  
ductgd be- 1991 1994 dating bwk to tbs early 1900s. Mote &at Wmoag sxp1mtwy aotssl by Bays. TItc Air America col- 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ w m ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ t i m e s ~ d u l d o r M e o o r M h . ' l b ,  lecdollnlsoiaC1udes11su~dalnumbtrofma~ 
h u ~ a p s a m ~ u ~ - *  ~ d t h t N a ~ ~ g r a p b k ~ i s  f l i g h t b o o k s , ~ s l n d c o ~ d e l l ~ e .  
datim, pthersd &des  of- people who dam Wa Garrett in 1973. hbkhed  8ourcm 
h a d ~ ~ t h i r d n m P t i c j ~ u m c y . A v a * d  S ~ t p h r u o d ~ a n s M u d c ~ o f  AI.r,N*.g.IIAlbcdW,MrC.);eb 
~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ - o l ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~  w a ~ P c r o o * T ~ W ~ m W * ~ ~  b: War&R&M, Nn, Yo& wr & 
m p l s . n d f e r m k m c m b o n o f v ~ ~ v d e t -  m d O m P o l s o m . ~ w m b d a a d s d o n m y ~  Ra. lm 

8 employaa -- o&red a of ilg-m0196(kd=L~ lm*Hll- v&&*s eoH&m of 30 OIYl p d d e 8  a 
sxpnioncu and vicwpintl. Fobrhts Jamor tbm * wbtpnhl aud wied, mhhQ pko(os tbOmulhsnrlM.m~ghuy w.Mw, L e u y u d J m c t ~ l m n c i n t ~ p e o p l t h  h ~ ~ n t ~ d ~ , ~ m a r y s c d ~ -  &ldod vnder 

-: (he Lud md ib S p e c M b ~ t O d o a r m e n t ~ d d  tks , l irc~ofm,dreat*~w. t pno&es:- ' W h d m k  PhOlosn* Tary Wow's 
pmpky the bhtoM development of modern 
Ira. h b, ~n3u 9- Buttmenu 

transcripts of a wr*r of intavkws which bo acdkabnof p w h a  @ v ~  to him by Twtby 
on Air b* 1h ",S. * In(CI- dlncted for the video, Cmating u Storycloth, L m  datinS to lW% S ~ B  to the opIm 

Dwelov4 ,ha 1954 C t w s - C u l ~ I ~ ~ g  irr &iai W d h -  trade, Jan hisom worked with Hpwng refugm a 
he:  The Case of the H m m g  (1991). and Lssotim neuuty ,  tbt air w u  and U.S. BanVhulLthcim.Hofp--tq 

praa&attsl 
htentiews conducted in hgiish have been we rofugoe craft warn. 

Bamy, G. Ldnwood. 'me mong of Narthern qmdwd with minimal &ling for M t y .  when ' T b  ~ e c t J o n  of -pbrs d m m e a -  
UniVereity Of M- 195,, t h t i n t w v h w e r c c o a ~ i n ~ w e h a v ~  i n g t h e w a r I n ~ t r n h o s I m d , i n ~ , t h e  

httdW trrp iind ~f f i  M~ in d ~ h -  in Indochineso Refugee Education Guides: 
scripts arc available for use by m b m  at the dl#l CoU- Spcb l  C o l l s c r i ~  McDsrmott G1ms aHmgHism Cdmo 

Chfppewa Vdcy Museum by appobtmnt. 9, of T- w, of hgtm, D.C.: h t e r  for Applied bguistia, 
Selected Phomphic  Sourc@s 

the ~ i r  ~marica -tion, msis* of former N w d r  1980. 
pilot$ enghmm, kickem and other employmi, WY w o r ~ ~ a  dm- brig 

Rcmr&m of ~~ 4 b a t e d  p m p h .  of ~ o a g  yjw in amthem ire. b m  1950 to 1954. We bc@s 
'hh~I should vhitibo ~ h ,  mny ilm. s i ~  1. m m  with rn m w i w  of h e  mrtly ethic p u p  ln tbc 
cal Archives (Nu), Smitb~nia.  hpcn of m y d  9.p wde rcgian, then kscriba b o n g  mid and political 



o r ~ ~ m ~ n c e ~ y , f o ~ ~ t ,  Mri- Castle dmw upon a wealth of receatly d e c k i i -  prticular culttual practices such ars needlework 
trrd h l i e i  and He cydo. Barney's work is cape- fied documents and partidpmt iatsrviews to cod ~wrtnrhiplmarrhge custom, ?%is study ha 
c W y  vdurrb1e b u w  b mate about Hmong chtonich U.S. mvert activities In h a s  from 1955 m n t l y  bean mid and puMishcd as a book 
iIfeways jW btfore they were seriously d imptad to la75. Hiar d y &  &mi how and why US, under the stme title by thc Uaivmity of W d h g -  
by war. policpakm m l t s d  L a o h  minodim for a ton h a  (1994). 
k c +  my. “'w ordeal of hmigrstioo in scerstPrrnyvtsdvaaamrstrtlB& bwntmg,~ner~., and -P. 01my~ ds.  
Waww." TheAthtic M h l y  273 (April 1994): in pmvidra a Rc Hmmg in the Wwr: Obse- R e p m ,  
84-97. account of the military mechanisms w d  to ac- ~ n p n  1~ H-g~w ~ ~ f ; ! ~ ~ ~  wu -= obj-a w w  mi-i.g U h * j q  of&f-, M-mw*g,&: h - t  

on W~usru. a d l  city in cantral Wkmsln .  He clwmw da PtaYed by and R @ d  Univmdy of M h e m t a ,  saMwa mnq-s Of- im ~ullivnn in oycmeeing tbe @bymeat o f u  1981, b c n o f n f u ~ w p u b l i e ~ u t d c b r o a i ~  
the divisive bath over s d m l  busing WM rc- T h a ~ o f t 4 b ~ k n a I d m c c o n H r m r n g  
s ~ ~ i n a ~ I b o a r d ~ t l ~ . & c k a t s a  ~ s l l , ~ E c ~ ! ~ ~ & ~ : * P ~ i -  n s s t t l ~ ~ a m d i v i d e d i t # o f o u r ~ p t m  
s u r m a k ~  the evd~tioo d 20th U.S. tics oSN*fkrrh. York b % e r ~  1971. focllairts aa Bmq cu1tu~e and cu1m change, 
imm@tfon policy and h i g b l i g ~  & mh of fed- OP thO scent dub$ tb @itid wises ofthe btc hguagc and ~ ~ m m d c a t i o n ,  hnguge learning 
era1 a d  voluntary a g t d a  in d m m t ,  19Sm and cady i!Wh, Dommtn &em a dcuiled, issue$ irnd pm&m and prospea in America. 
Blht49nG Bruce-- Bmee T* Ihsteg, fmtbd -on of shifting politics1 d i -  S e ~ a & s h w o n  clanI*r&ip,rn~se 

h y - ~ - f b r ~ d -  M and m w t ~ b  whicB uadaPmiaed LDoriaa mid W£I spstosas, ~OWM~, New Yew cdebra- 
ing Hmong-Speding St-. F o W ,  CA: neutrality. DonnmeP that U.S. ioterfer- tiwlq stmture and trcqurt;Sttion of En- 

em pol& tba potitid clfmiite and muem- @&, &ddm Death Syndmfgc, nutrition and Po- Ma Schoolwct' 
mri~y d t t d  ~ccoa~i~. ~ h o  b y a ~  la0 OW- c-t. -ys - studios of M a  Comimhy R c m i m  Csnter, 1988. 

Qassmm tGschc# of W m m g  atpdeats sOu1d eramtnt m d m d  m p t  and out of toFbGh with @&I& Amcrilcan conunuattk 

wr & &h ~k be@ N"l m* * do& Of Laotian Esma, O m .  3% Yellow Rohmders: Arc -. He WimC.&dmembhy Ckmiml WC(LP~~&@ UsedinS&astAskr? wim a a'crvisw of H. that, in - m L  tbc P.$bel h o  vane, 1983. Ulc UniUd Stla sod follm with drnv rw& by living snd -bg in m& ohsp(cn h t e d  to chmging cdwational axpsri- D i  by rq&s of chemical wrufare in Lam 
mm, 1hguistic chruacterhtia of the tfmMIg and c l h w e d  by media metrrge of tha issue, 
bguap,  a& recommended snd -9 NW D4 uvm of Evam mduckd a mphmsfve  investigation 
m a r  sm* far k g  I v g e  &el- H m 8 p g l W ~ . "  PhD. h , U n f i h t ~  of available srcientific data and pvernnmt re- 
opwnt. 'Pbt bib~i-y and axtnnt3ive appendi- d WmblnStoo* 1989. prt~. ~e &HI traveled to ~ w w r  md T b a i ~ d  to 
m mcmm*nd frlrthtr r a  mtefi& in Donneliy ' 8  thorough study documents and iatewitw villagers and re- on tho scene 

& &gI9& a h g  with w d  hdi- cootsrrWW the e x p i e m  of refup b o n g  during tbo dllspd attach We d u d d  that tht 
v ~ & o ~ t o ~ ~  women in tht Seattle afpa over m d y  r tkpde. P d h t  W had usQd dmdd ~ ~ t s  toft bb- 

w a r ~  $re gfYktm D Q ~ I l y ~ E h e & o f ~ w o m e n  h bisd &er the h e h  wihkawd, yet ww 

- ; U , & M ~ M ~ ~ & R ~ ~ L ~ - .  h & ~  dQeiety, =& d ~ m  e m -  ~ ~ & ~ ) l ~ 0 f ~ ~ r ~ l 1 ~ & . ~ E f e  
rffanr: 1rn-n. N- y d  ~1mba u ~ ~ i ~ Y  &d @ war, WM Camp, md ta fortDd I- bohw in the US. 
Fms, 1992. ths United Swa. Extended passages d & d h  case, and h n c a  where @artant sckntific 

90 



~ w a f i ~ l p b ~ ~ ~ w i t b ~  rbmbydevelophgplaplpt06tthedquenaedaof ~ G e o h y C . P o £ ~ l S ~ t e ~ % n E ~ ,  
m h p s  and vtuailets,haf~undfiumaxow b n -  p d d a r  h d h s ,  1930-54: V h a w s e  Cumwidst Power a d  drr 
risttacies that led him to b11cva that tkc stories W& of No to Struggk NutlcMaI I-e. Bqkuk 
Wen IlWlIlfShd. E v ~  e t  bC le~uscd Of R,; ~ ~ w l  aograph& 145 1974): -1,1988 
bchg WH~Y ~ e t k  t~ward t8e Patbct Lao 7 ~ - l l l ,  h ~ t l h  tht politid MwrcI~y, m~ph~sd 
government, hiis ~~0~ wd-docu- a- od he hpnct of of by the Fronoh to govern Indmhina, which dowed 
menw and wnmd and wadwe on the Hmong-at a - t i l t l s r t f ; ~ ~  a limited mount of autonomy to the Hnmg 
Foft, k m m l  8, d t e d  with an epilogue by po~W d p i t y .  ~e &n u a f d  w d  miwrity. He &sdm the rise of Touby L y h g  
Roger M. Smith Am- of a Cririr: The LUU- a dm d ~ m -  and m m  of ha in W@ of 
tian Crisis of 19WdI. New York Doubltday, &a .od & w i -  fiw va. -3 during tholap- w t i o ~  
1969. Iagcm S W g  phtogrq3h reinfo~sc hi@ essay Chrnn slso notes the imperitahrnent of Hmng 
On the sane dariqs the period, Fall provides a by flhuiWh& the rug@, a5otlatrllim b d n  vitiagan due to heavy -don, and the mer- 
detailed mutateis of paliril dmelopmentre ftom and tb m a p  of a people &mpted by war, g e m  of Lo Fay* as a rehl k&r Ued with 

the 1958 sl& to tb poihid d s  - jm-= rfae VI~ttllM. 
b ~ t ~ ~ L f ~ ~ ~ t r a a s f c t o f U . S . ~ ~  Y q  lad & Bma Frrutktta,&. ~ ~ $ ~ h @ A d o l u r t s & : ~  
to the fu right. Fall that flawed ~~ ~ n u r ~ A ~ w ~ ~ ~ m .  ~ ~ y ~ k :  H m g ,  k Amricuq und the SCClCl Wars li)r 
poSide8 p0lwk.d lsotimur politics, u a d d  hc., 1%. L a q  1942-1992. hidhaw: m a  Univix- 

-tralina* rad - -w - m Ddim ws -ontt, letters, srpcoolw, tn- sity hss, 1W3. 
&Y War. dm mplns Bvmpan pnd paimsry awas to HMilMn-MariniaUNiawdandrof Aaaeri- 
Amri- media covenso of eV.lm. He ~ ' s p u r i ~ p n e r r t o Q ~ ~ ~ p o f ~ m ~ *  w8nd Hmoq p*ts im this wnL focw 
~ t h * ~ e * ~ o f ~ ~ @ ~ ~ c ~ i g n o -  V- WM. A nanativc esJay iugathomlcofthHmooghthoSwtheast 

ovem which -y ropntod U S .  ~ l s ~ u p ~ ~ m B t a t o f o ~ O W , ~ t  Ad11l1 wur. Tbo iettmicws pmvickr intoreating 
W d  W V m Q d  smmn& creatlag of .twon is bt kt& of individtill e m ,  h t  m0 ~ I O T  

harmful mhim~mionrs of h e  &atio& poll& of ad *fit - -& fads to add apjmpriate context. Himilton- 
F ~ M ,  sfmon M, l k H m m g  in Wiscmin: On the at -a. Merrftt's strong and obvious Mas W Trvrgic 
R d  '0 WfS~yffrcimcy. M'wnJrcc: Wia- ~ e h ~  ~ , ~ f i ~ $ ,  fm- h f o u n ~ h p a o b h t d ~ ~  S h m m ~ ~ d ~ k M p  
mmin PoUc~ lnMitufc Repoh April A 8- of rb mB, ~ i ~ p o l i a :  

tima of key partfcipaata ornd evenis, and omits 
1991. sourws wWofftr a l t e m d v ~ p s p t i v a .  Since 

c d s b d a  BMIks, IN., 1982. its pbiicsltion, Tragic M a m t a h  h h a  heat- 
Fagdi*aMUI+wwomiccbd~CB- by &W vo~u(ccd  sa a dwtor at ~ a .  ~ i a a i  ~ y ~ ~ ~ y ~ O f ~ U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
HgK)ngnfusccl Wmk * &l lg~e  Caolp  in 1m. abort, WY-~UW 8 0 P O U n & ~ ~  
cffcctivcllMs of e*g d.sigasd bated bmL chmniclw his oxpcrh- and offers publmd -, pmmae self-auffhiewy. He ehrordcloa thc do- hnprssaimafamp mnMLlws lad ih. chusacr 
aeasing~m'tofLhoforbmlgon-ntover dthew~livingthare.WhUchksympathyfor mm&md, Ruth. *Rumots of War*" mda Cit& 
time, ra thc ahtar uuumed s pn&r abva of ihc ihc Eclar writins, his -tmtsl 

Reader 25-31 October 1989 (Part I): 8-14; 8-14 
cost of supporting and tradnlng &gees, Fam dso sbigbbward and & w e ,  and m v e y  an Nwemkr 1989 (Part It): 10-20. 
. x p b  Key Idtiativt, an ionovativ~ hFiOn of camp life Bs wkglY dynamic H"mmond a d d  h w d d s  of intwvim b 
propam which ~imd to owcome mmm bar- u n c w t r t h t p l n g r i A w i t h i n ~ ~  



-itie~ over whtther to support mphg & , & & , a n d M p ~ W . S o m e o f h  wenu into the context of b o n g  culture rtad 
~ i a ~ & t b e ~ p o f  m e n i n ~ g i v e d c t a i l e d ~ t s o f t b i r  ~ ~ . T l t e w o r k h i g h l i g h b t l m ~  

V w  Pm's Neo Hm, In Part 1, dab& the wareqcriems.The twtt i s ~ s d h ~ a n d  mcc of ma! Wlioo in un- Hmmg 
f u a d t a $ ~ ~ ~ o f N e o 3 l o m , a n d ~ t o s  Epgbh. h-. 
the ai*cism of Wenb who V HnmgAn: d-, Sheboygan, Trlds. B e c m h g  AAlCricans: A s h  So= 

or wb&er funds arc baing Wh3cmsii: John M~chaeI Kohlw Arb Ctntw, joavaws, I m W ~ ,  and R@igees in ?he West. 
propetly m d  llad & b u d ,  Patt 1986, mr U& S w ,  Poftland, Oregon: Wt to 
~ ~ t h . m l c o f L M F a m i l ~ C o m m l l f l i t ~ * o ~ "  1 1 , # o ~ ~ ~ ~ & r o l ( p n i E c d ~ d ~ ~ ~ t  CmtBook#,1982. 

rlf.h.lp *fuube aeniec exhibits of Hmmg at 1. the United States, b&g- Kadl'. study d Asian American rarcttlcmcnt ta 
tion, &mt Ior -- A -- hg bgsmcr works h m  d fho oowmy. me bo mo wDM SUDilod StrUs didividad awrdiag to 
prssrsdv*norH-d'sdm utartop offers m y  photognp~~s of textiles, th. iimigmtit country of origin ioc- 
in lhe W m m  Pa* 'I4 * ~ v c m  is- m t a  mi agr~m many g m p .  t~ way, it p i m y  more 4 
EImmkm*r.mnia%d t m b , a l ~ t i w m ~ h o a d ~ o r k .  t h s r n ~ w i i u ~ o f t h a E l m w g ~ t b e  
~ W ~ d s + ~ e H r r r o a g ~ ~ .  T i m o & y ~ h ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~  rcadqpwawaseoftbscommonburdlm~by 
N e w Y m k : C t f l t r o f o r ~ S t r r d b s , 1 9 8 6 .  ~ t r i h t e ~ m s a y s w h i c h o f b r ~ t ~  ~ . 1 3 a r l c h r r p t s r a o n t t w ~ a n d o t h e r  
~ ~ o f ~ y s i s t h s d t d s t 1 9 8 3  b k p d + ~ ~ f b ~ m w i c d l a o g u a e E a ,  ~ A h ~ p h ~ & w n ~ e V ~ -  
~ ~ m a t ~ U n l v t ~ i ~ o f M i ~  a n d e x a m i a c s ~ ~ d ~ .  n a m W a r , I l l i x r i o h p t d ~ t s w i t h a &  
~ * ~ ~ 8 ~ p M U P t d ~ * ~ ~ -  hrrca, Armold R, Gordon Hardyt md cmWud fhmmwk 
~ S : ~ % ~ ~ ~ ~ I * @ ~ ~  W d h b r ~ & P a w r c a o f W a r : C s n r b c r -  LOlrrarpr,C&dme.pdMWII.h~~ktL 

-% 1- and d h  and b. Busbm b n  hbWi CO., % I ~ C ~ d o r r : O ~ ~ G m  
w. b & a r G b S  tO@C h 1 4 -  1987. ers&-s, WmYork: Fan4he011 Book$1974. 
wdiadplios*w*es- ~ i n ~ ~ ~ V ~ ~ ~ e , P . v n r  ~ ~ ~ i n t ~ t ~ ~ y * s o n t ~ ~ ~ o l d c . ~ -  
b-*--~f*-b-=d ofW,pwidcur.iamduaiona,thowmin & e , a r i c h ~ ~ u c ~ w ~ ~ ~  
t b e c o n s o q ~ o f t d 8 c t t 1 e - ~ ~ U ~  C U I I M I ~ M M W ~ ~  ws tothe 1- p u t ~ d ~ ~ b l n r , ~ h ~ m i , ~ ~ , ~ ~ i e t -  
Stam w r i t t t n f o r t b a ~ ~ . N u m ~ o o n t e m -  r r r ~ n , C t n ~ 8 , ~ ~ t h e ~ ~ ~ ~  
~ ~ ~ : F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ * ~ -  p o r a r y p ~ p b ~ t t t h  k d d i B  W ~ a n l a s r a u i ~ t h T o u b y L ~ w h o  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Y W ~ Y M ~ ~ ~  ppla,armdincrortucodtrstothnaturtoftha ~ t h c ~ l r a d t u n d s r t h e F f e n c h M -  
b I ~ ~ ~ . f a ~ , W W  ~ . U ~ f r d m a p d e p h ~ o f o c c u p t i o n ,  rnhWsth. Th authore note that w i d q m d  
* F p m p ~ ~ d C o n b o r h t h t A r t $  d t h e ~ g i c ~ a f t h e ~ o c h i M t n h  ~ ~ t h ~ w ~ ~ ~ I d p r o d u c -  
3994. trail to the kgcr cdW in SwtheW A h  tion, kt offer ample evMsncs that tho trade 
TMS aOrnpWm of inDoWbWs Wi& Hawng JjPhnsoa, Ch*rlw, & & ylgb, e& MY& 0~tWWd. 
dcnhuCrotwroncrowltdaIhroc-~w L e ~ M d F d k T & ~ & H n r o n g ~ r u u .  ~ R m l u d ~ P t u p h o f t h e O d d e n  
~ ~ t b s  a. Paul: M a d a t w  College, 1985, &t 1!WZ WMgk:SfxTr ib  i n ~ h d L m n d o n : ~  
c D a a t a i U r l r r a d P d f h O L 1 ~  ~ C M ~ J o h a w a a n d S o Y ~ ~ p  dHudson.lW. -w The iDtcTY*ws* -Uct* . t u d K l b ~ l u v c ~ n n d ~  h t M r o h . p t c r * t b o ~ h ~ P r r u l  
--lltdwdWol -1y M Hmong folk faia which .ppar in r m d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ f -  
I f f c ~ * a l b o u t ~ l r o u l -  Hmmg ad Boglirh. Ebqhawy - follow visu of l h y s  whlcb Wuda dmdpths  of 
Wl lprrt inn,arhulmur*geQC~mw m y  of tbc tlln d help place d~wactm d q  and n&dkwoh hgmge, sllvsrwml. 



v i l l a g e ~ b o r w b n s , ~ y d c ~ ~ ~ u r t -  
& i p a n d m r & $ e , d ~ ~ ~ S t d k -  
hg  colw phoqgaphs miufmcc theif d*. 
T h a W p m i d e s a ~ g h i n t r o d r P c t i o n t o  
ffmosg mrfture. Readers W d  be &ware that 
rcdd vatlaths W a @ h  Man b q g  
f i o m t h t ~ n g h ~ a n d  
Zdt&m, h@d, No- &, 
Ek Air War in I & h ,  b b n :  Rtus, 
1972, rev* cd. 
Thk study waluates the e x U v e  US, bo- 
c a m p a @ 3 h n o t t b t m a n d ~ ~ L a o s c w *  
ductaa to halt PA& L$O md No& Viehwwc 
~ l n t o ~ a n d t o ~ ~ 3 o w o f t r o o p s  
d supgb dong €he HQ Cbt Mi& trail. In 1969 
the nrranl#r of bombing d m  pea%ad at wcr 300 
prday.Thebombiagmudonly a t e m p a y  ~~ of mmsmeat dong the trail, but In the 
~ ~ f ~ a t e d h u n ~ o f t h o d s o f m f u -  
m. 
Loag, Qmdp. Ban VWi: TlteRefugeeCmp. 
New Yo& Columbia Udvcrsity Press, 1993, 
bng'r dadptiw of camp life at Bap Vidai 
w a l v a  armd OxpahnCa of five L w  
holds which r L  interviewed from Ftbmwy 
bough Decsdmr 1988. She e x h d  tba hter- 
nd workin@ of camp b-, mmda and 
a d d r o t t i ~ d n o t o d t h o c u i t u r a l m e -  
ribs emptoycd by refugees to cop with camp 
t ~ ~ .  Sb M the Urcfugee conaciow 
nsaa" t h a t t f i e ~ m a t d ~ ~ a a d  
r e l k f w o r k m . s h e ~ r o ~ ~ ~ a f ~  
V i d a d l a a t a g l n g a r e ~ f o r H m m g ~  
-tern cmsw wor into W s .  
W y ,  A h d  W, CafhIm PC, Read, sad 
W P . A B a m 8 J L  T k c F d i r i c s o f H ~ h  
W&at Asia. Haw Yo& HarptP & ROW, 1972, 

~ y ~ a ~ ~ ~ l p m h s & e ~ 8 f t h e  
~ ~ ~ ~ F r s n c b ~ 0 f  
Xn&&iw, atrd u u ~ u c b t  alliance wish the 
Fbmq WoM War n. His d m d p t h ~  
~ a d s t r t i f e d a o w n z n t o f t h o ~ a n d  
~ t i a n o f t h b r i * b e t w @ c n ~ l a a d a m  
T* X,yfoq rrnd Lo Fay- McCoy mpom 
that thB opium W e  continued with h r i a n  
~ ~ h " ~ W a f . . " H c S d l o w e  
tht trada &om the H m m g  poppy &1da to the 
~ p r o d r e c t i w f ~ a a d a o ~ t b e i m p a d  
uftbwaranldvUlagefs. MeL & q I y  critical 
d Gamd Vaq Pm's 1;emkmhip during the war, 
altdciqahim~a~hwtrada.  
M&y hemiwed leading politid a d  military 
~ a n t h s s c e ~ . h g c C O y r e v i d a a d u @ t e d  
this w&rk in rn Pdit&3 rtf Heroh: C.IA. C m -  

in dre Gbbal Drug Trade emolrlyn: 
m n c x  Hill Bwks, 1991) 
Mlier, Saran LlndbexgB, Boa~tbavy 
IWmhipy, md Tm Y a w  &, Hmang Voices 
in M m i a m .  M h d a ,  Montana: M h ~ l r t  MU- 
aturn of @ Am Fmn&tiq 1m. 
~ W p f r o t l l a n  exhlbitoftbewmanme 
b ~ ~ h e s l i n d c u l t u r c o f t h a ~ ~ ~  
d d a n t s  o f b d a ,  Montana. TIM Mgbly illw 
t r r t t o r t ~ q g ~ g o o d u w o f ~ b h ~ t o  
chroatcfo ~~ experiences and cultural p 
t k & . T t w f a m i l y o f o f ~ ~ o p e r a t i v e J c r r y  
Wi$ a M h m I a  native, made wdablu w- 
d &w# phtopphs aad pmmd letma* 
Omce of Rdhpt -4 H m g  Re- 
s c # h t n t  St@, Voiume I, F h l  R p r t  Wash- 
won, D.C.: U,S, hpwtment of HdL and 
Human Swioe$ Social Seadty Addnhkation, 
April 1985. 
'Ibis comprehensive study of Hnsong rwttlement 
incheUWStaks wmajaint oadertakhgoftha 

N o l l l l w & R o ~ ~ - r y m -  
I@ Oregon), tha Univsrsity d MmasW, and 
b o  F d y  Cmmunfty (Sap& Am, 
TIM study provides carw ~tudies of numerous 
commuaities, und axtslsdsd ~arrativc w r p b b  
t h r a a d i s u w h o w ~ h c ~ m g a r o ~ i d t e n n S  
d education, mp1oymeqt srnd self-sdiciency. 
~ m d y r t i m o d t o ~ t r t h s s t ~ ~ o f ~ n g  
r8fugca and assew ttrt e m -  ox existin& 
aewiGss, A well-iisittcn b&gmunQ emly placea 
Wnaong mttlemnt in ita hbtoried and cultwal 
m n w L  
04wy,Dott@~P,"WuMwt& Organhk Dud 
& $ U h k h S h # h B h ~ 8 C b m m ~ -  
dQmn B.D .  dim, UdvtAty of Wnmota, 1993. 

-J Mb fhOng 8dShW.C BbihlO- 
Ginti- (MMs) as "dual org&uhiW*" They 
o o n r b i x m e t b e l a e o r m a l ~ ~ ~ w u p b y  
a r r k r i n g m ~ t o c u p i n t h m i r m e n v h -  
mbnt, with tbe &m?erWa of weatern twn- 
p F o s i t ~ ~ ~ b y i b ~ ~ u -  
n i t y . O ~ ~ t b e r n a s r m ~ E M ~ ~ -  
ing ethic identity while promoting adaptation 
andaeannmic-m. 
~ ~ , ~ ~ H e a r t a a d t b t ~  
Crtnthg Pa] Ntaub in the -text d Cornmu- 
mi@!' &Dm &IS., Uniwdty of Ptmsyfvania, 
1990, 
P e k m  e x p l m  tiis mabg and meaning of 
Hmq~jAtscrbinchanglngpoli~aad~ial 
~ ~ S b o q w t e s ~ u s n t l ~ f r w n ~ ~  
women who-auW~t ivdy h u t  thudeof 
needlework in M y  and ~ ~ t a f y  s#n@ the 
shard and Qeopiy perm111 m d q p  of cb@4 
the mdmda of tmchbg d hamin& md tb 
criteria for mnpstwt crdoa In the United 
S~,thePesdtocontrlbuteto~firmit)l- 



h wndarcd aipifiwt altemtbw in needle- 
work women modify &eft wwk to slpptal to 
w a e m  w- 
-, K&h, Hmong: Hhsary of a Pmple, 
m e y ,  W&Ingtm Eastern Washington Uni- 
vendty ha, 1988. 
-'a account is on8 of the f h t  pbSished 
histoties of the Hmong which t d  &air story 
from C h h  t~ the United S&W. He includes 
extensive chapton on the Mmoug kingdoms in 
China md their prsecution by vari~us Chintw 
eraperors. HB outlines agricultwd lifeways h 
Laos ernd M~MS spiritud pmcdw and ritm of 
pmp. QIPfocy p r c ~ n ~  a useful hiduction, 
although he d m  not cite any of b3r, $0- 

it diE& for d m  to verify the a m -  
r a c y o f ~ w o x k ,  
~ D o a a l d A ~ ~ n a ~ t t * "  
lb AtIQntk (Oclobr 1987): s34. 
T%e Wphic at the be&nimg ofW article depicts 
a @up of refugees ptfched p r e w k w l y  atop a 
sh@c domino s u m d e d  by o h  whi& hive 
Man, The image conveys a impmaim, 
m M m d  and &ded by Ranad, d r refpgec! 
comgldy which b unsure of its futupe. Rmad 
c f l f o n i s  the dilemma of Hmong at Ban Wnai 
~ ~ f ~ & o i ~ o f  r e ~ t o L 0 , o b l o r  
mWbg in a skangt Iand, 

tropical mist and nwmorm, and slash and burn 
agriculture. Robbins wrote h u t  h a  role of U.S. 
Air Force pilots in e stmilru work, The Rawns: 
7he Men Who Flew in Atnwic~'~ Sewer War in 
Laos (Now Yok CMWD, 1987). 
EloWm C e  UUphappy hdgame: Hmmg 
R e f u p  in Max ld . "  RefkgeeRepom, A Newa 
Service of the US. CumdW kr atfu@a XIIl 
(August 28,1992): 1-7. 
Minm q m b i  on r dk visit to Laotian refusee 
camps in Thailand as representative$ fFom cmp- 
eratiag cowtria pwswd a plan to close the 
camp permanstrtly. h m g  refuge= have of- 
hmd the $tam&$t mhtahce to tho plan, par- 
tially out of har of fad repatriation to h or 
mettiernat to a &range tbird -Wry ,  and plra- 
tittliy hawe of be oagohg mititmy redstam 
w h k h h a s a ~ i n ~ t h e ~ p s o p t ~  
~ ~ j . m d H o l t a V l l e ~ * T t a i I  
T h g h  the M W .  ,Bau Ciaits, Wisconsin: By tha 
autbmrs, 1994. 
Houa Moua a d  br l m h n d  K a y  were one of tha 
first b o n g  c m p h  ta m t t I e  in Eau Claire in 
1976. k b a m  Rdl& then a fm@ l q w q p  
htrtmor at tha U t i i v d y  of W b d  - Eau 
ab, ~ V Q W  d e v t i ~  ESL pro- 
gram for the growing Wong comrmurity. This 
odlaborativs wark, b a d  upoe htewiews mn- 

Scbancilk dtW tbe work of Edg~dgar "Popn Bwll, 
M Intema~Volu11bry Sewice empIoyee w h  
gbyed a k a d e d p  mh in o ~ g d z h g  xekicf ef* 
fom for Hsow and other hi#h&rs dh@slcsd 
by the war. He hUow~ Buell's work h m  hi 
~~ In &c early 19608 t h r ~ ~  the eatablbb- 
mdnt of 4 q p e  hadquartem at Sam 7 h i g  md 
Ban Xm. !k Imde's  m u n t  is f&&d, yet 
the BSSMW W b d  hisr wry rkq ~ P M  when 
~ w i t l a ~ & ~ M y & . A l t h @ h t ~ m t -  
tima d y  mmmti~inss his subject, khan& 
Mars aa u m u d  u h i d "  pempeaive to the 
dail;pev&dtBtwar. 

s - m I - A , - K - V a e p , M  
GPlfa Yw Y-M& qf Wridng: The Origb 
a a d ~ c # # f f a i o p r g A d d ~ S ~ .  
Chicap; Bnivdty of C b b p  Pms, 1990. 
Lhgaist WlMm Smdey examlm he life of 
~ ~ W ~ r , S ~ L t w Y r n g . a n d t ~  
I n d d c , t s a t ~ r e p o r t e d t y ~ ~  
farmer dw&@ i n  &a 1960~. S m b y  himself 
wddtodewhpawritttntl lpbabetforthe 
HmqgieLsosLtb 1950s,ChiaKow1Vangw~ 
one of $hmg Wsl ledhag WpIts .  Mother 4f 
wrf#hg*m m m m  of S ~ h c ' s  life 
i a b ~ ~ a f ~ ~ h l r e a p d t h w a r , ~  
well a a Wikd exmination of the script iWH. 
~ l C o l e a V a a l 6 , O t l i t r Y s e Y ~ d W d ~  
S m k y  &utWrd a r & d  work, The Life J 

~ ~ r , A i r A m e r i c a . N e w Y o r l c  d ~ w s r m o r e t h a o a y ~ , ~ H o ~ ~ M w a ' s  ~ k o n g i , ~ y ~ ~ , . ~ ~  u ~ & ~ ~ & a "  
8-P. W ' s  Sons, 1979. I& a YoW $Id Pwl UP ~ - ~ ~ *  (!%uthast &ian Mgst S t u b ,  o c c w i d  
B & W  Interviewed a number of former Air her up to the &chion p-, Nurarbsr Mine, 1m) which prwrides fur- 
A m a h ~ , k i c k c r a , a ~ e c a a n d o t t r e x m =  f l e e . u r f ~ ~ r ~ * ~ n V f p i d ~ o f B e n ~ ~ n ~  t h , B t ~ o f S h g L w ' ~ U f e d d  
~ 6 o l t b i . d a e r i ~ m c 1 f t h Q d ~ o f t h e C I A ~ s  M ~ t i o ~ s D f f c r i .  u n u s d ~ d v c o n h  -Fm conmapony ~ b ~ o f t h w p r h ~ . U & p a  d t d l y U f t d m ~ m .  S & h d r e P ~ a n b S o c ~ o f t h e L a o  

@% R*h m* n n m c m  -, Dw. M h t t ~  POP. NW York: David peHls  m& ~ e p u ~ e ,  a. w h  ub 
8ndmW to the bwdf i  of flying =Kay, 1970. versity of Qiwdd 1982. 

* ~ ~ - , ~ I f a p c ~  



TbLs~~lOotionof18~ys exarginesthe fim fiw U ~ a n d ~ t h a & c : n m ~ g  rrdvictthd gestions. story rcmW Ximg'sIifc, h h e r  
y~ofnrlebytbLmPGople'sRwaMi0aary ~ t ~ y ~ i v e d f m m t h c S t a t t D a -  b b t b h n o ~ h h 1 9 ~ 2 ~ h ~ r t l I n  
Party. An essay by H m o q  scholar C h y  Yia Lm ~ ~ 3 & t C & f s d S t a f f , d ~ ~ ~  Thailand L 197?, Xiong's story mys mu& about 
demt'bast the podtion of the b a g  dbr th XnDa!lm &mcy ass be e b r m u l d  h e r i m  the experienca of wornon in Laotian Hmong 4- 
-tican witiadrawal in 1975, noting the W- poticy on Lws at a ptvatai poht in tht c9ntlict's aty, with particular regard to marriage ritts, 
den$ at HiB Heup b-. Sturut-Fax M b s a  the Wtuq. Kam& devoted much of his mlg birthing, brbalism stnd shamanism. She a h  
intcrd problem d by thc ongoing dmq ward mddng what had oscsEated iato a deadmi two y a  of living in thejunb bollow- 
Hmwg ~~ and f implications for reja- poWaEy vdatiae situation, U m k i ' s  a d y &  t a g h  A m t h  1975 withdtawal. H m g  WmM 
tim &tween bm and Thailand. dispel;9 btre ~htsBoo of a clear, ratfond mew of I ,  the first aud only edition, con* relatd eaarays 
T&N h- snangerr ~ i f i ~ ~  develqhgpolicy, in PVM of one which contains on dmmnb, music, d g c  rites, and refup 
~m.. A H ~ W  o~ ~~h hm: &tiplo pma~lit is l  and mmpctiag agencies status. 
Uth, Smwn and -y, 1989. and hbm~. Y a  Dsq PhD, H-8 at the %ning Point. 
T W i a a  bwk pravide~ a scholarly, well-re. w h h  H d d  C h ' s  March Towad Tkc M b ~ p 1 l a :  W o r l d ~ ~ t m ,  M., 1993. 
~ ~ m o f m r e t h a n a c e a t q o f  ~ ~ K a e s d e n , ~ ~ ~ t : ~ S ~ ~  ~ b o o k ~ a ~ a n d e ~ ~ ~ o n o f  
h i m  immigatfon to tho Unitcd States. Hifi &- 1gfio Ymg Dao's 19?5 work, LssHmgdu&m Face 
scripah of Hmng refups, a rehtivcty brief Wm tracclrm the southward paetxsttbn of China's a# hbppmmr (Vicnthnc Shawaa). Yang 
seaion within s cham on Southeast hhw, udtm &d p p h s  in relation to the ma-lh- Dao documents tbe %nag agfiadtwai easnomy 
qaotathmfromrefupes tivingmmta the m t i y  C E w i e p p h  of South China b n  his persp9o- aad &nt@ve impaa of tba war, 1Ka gtva (3a- 

to convey the sipificmt h of resettlement. the as f&&m & cultural geagmpbr. In the Waplmationsof& imptimeof rioe, mrn, 

~ % h t r y T q I l s t r J a m b , a M ~  hk lays out h e  migraion of !iw " M h H  hemp, opium and ivs~tmk. 1911 d y  cbaptcr 

c-I c m d  ~ & p ~ a ~ ~ ~ :  % sibsd.. Mongolia and SouUlcn, China pmv- populBtion shtislios d b a c k p t w d  on 
~ ~ ~ f * ~ ~ ~ ~ l i f , + ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t e t y ,  over may ecnmrics. He cites Qinw imprial the Hmow migration bb L.a &mu Cbhu. The 
Now York: The FaJmer Fresa, 1990. d i v a  to tRa alttmate policies of Iim- f i d  chapter outlines the @W  on in 
Examining the Hmow community in La PIaya, f t tdau~yandarmedqpmsionwhichcbar-  in 1975 afler the A i n e h  wbhdmwd, 

C W m i a ,  this study dbmws the dienation mid a&&edChbwdcovsrIhsMigo,laterhow y w ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o f r ~ c  
&a - by moag s c b l  && lad - mi(g.- HIgMdLcro.  W d h g t m ,  D.C.: O f f h  of Rcfu- 

h, and the ~ n d l n g ~ b ~  for dm- rion hito Sorlthcaat h i a .  Istcmstiogiy, Wid08 gcs -- - d ~ a  and 
tors. Th authora colltaxtudize their analysis by now OiPe s idh i th  between the treatment ofthe H~ sarvkI ~~~~b 1988, 

Miao by (bo Hsn Chincr, ad the treatment d mdy ot in th. uaitcd Strw di&rs dcadbing the Hmong as a pooplc who have aaiivcpooplcaby -hh. u n ~ n ~ ~ r n i l g ~ ~ d  expicnccd from tbsdefHmmgRes&mentS~(1985) 
generatio~afUstatcl~ws."They alsadescribe Xion& m, NW D* mmdl~. U M ~  Life in hat ii offem iw amativo analysis, but pro- 
t h e w  w e d b y  tbU,S. State m n r  in in Lamu" Hmw? Wotld J,  Brenda Johns vides state by state stadstid profiles d h m g  
a ~ ~ c p t h g  Hm~tig for ras~t t I tm~t .  and David Stmkr, 200-43. New Haven: Ydo -mmitiea. mote @tion, m y  
Umweki, Peter S, "IntoIligmxc Estimates d University, Swthcasi Ma Studies, 198& size and dominant clan, employment, income 
u.5. policy ~~d Laos, 1-63." Inleifigwe Xiwg participated in a series of life-hitory inter- status ood weIfare utilization, ad ndlist 

ed N ~ ~ I  hue, 6 , ~  (1991): 367.94. Yim d u c t c d  by DomIIy who transcribed ihc t i d  m u m s  to coatact for mora infurmath. 
t a p ,  put tbam into a h d o g i c a l ,  narrative, 
d made c o d o f t 8  according to W s  aug- 



jaeph J, a d  Lmmrd U-, &. r e v i m  signifkmtworks, and m u ~ m p W  OSS, CIA 8t hitdigem, d G w r h  Warhe.  
L a o s : B & d r e R ~ l o r r , b ~  Matmillan, p r o ~ m d m ~ ~ .  Scholarswbohavck M a t  en- am M y  m d ,  aad DaHay 
1991. opporWtytovhitSARSwillAndawdthof umdadly@atei11R. 
ThisbmLofDemacoflcctionofppcra~n~at acw~bk SARS w, I?, ~ w r ~ y  o f h  
a May 1988 confcrcnce on conttemporaxy h, and @hh be or-d by contacting ~mfmj @ m t & &  & w~mong 

-ya groupad awrding to the topics: U*dty  of w c w %  33OHuMK ~ c f ~ g a r  in urn-, 4, ~innclpo- 
Laotira politics, cconomioa, M o t y  md enema1 H w  301 1Rb Avcfluc Mia- ly: wfn U- a R I ~  &&. 
reliona, and p t  d pmmt U.S, pdicy toward q k ,  MN s w 5 .  east M#n b@&m SWw @ARB) k a ~ i ~ n a l  
h. We* 3 a t m  rcprCpl on the pition of CorddI, Hdm, cumpUer, Laos. World BiMlo- P q m  Number Oat, Uniwmd~ of Mhaemta, 
ethnic minorities, w. Courthd RObinSm exam- g r r p ~ d  &is$ vd. 133, Barbm, CA: 1933. 
ines Lidan refugees in Thaihd, and the re- M, 1981. 0- p m k h  hotid marage of avdlablt re- 
- o f ~ ~ * - ~ d ~ ~ e - * t o  This annotated bibliography af IAos indtldur m-m* ~ d d v i d i n g 8 1 1 ~ ~ r  tbc 

diiemma Of rtfussc in ch- mi w y  l l ~ d  gmbgy+ arcimo~ogy -: M- ~ m o q  athnogmpi~y in 
mw Domen's m*UhN*alism and and prehistory, histozy, population and M a  d tkr W W  &m IhguW 8tudIss, 
A m e r h  Policy 1954-59'' b critical of Amerbm demmhY, uC ft?ih a don dGVm phphlapdmentalhcdth, 
policy pnd of ~ d y  declassified t, ~mon& toasoasp, govsmment, dmtim w p  M, b i b l i w  
dk1-h -nhnm in the k- am, litoratura,  MI music. TIM bulk of the cita- ~MH, ph~sa,& and in- e g ,  
chiva. d = ~ ~ ~ h i a t o r g ~ ~ B ~ m J l = f l t t e y  *W-g:hAn-  

and the F h t  d Second Iadocalina Wars. Cordell fwa1-1t: Bib-- indudes so~vczs b m  mdtipk ptrspdves and g* u~ @ w m, wsast 
3oyer. ham M. TireOIder Generuth ofSouth- naks pamivbd author MPaes. truer chPptsrar di- ~ ~ ~ ~ c s ~ I ~ s ) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  mrs 
errs tAsi t rnRclfuges:Au~~BtMi4grapRyY rect &n to news m, periodicah, directe ~~b werh ~1- of 
haialstepolk Cenbr fur U h  and Regtonal Af- rhs, and d d d  msowmx. Smith IW sst$a wader the brod Wings: 
rpin* R * ~  (SARS) M y ,  BOab on Sautbust A& and the biW0pnpb4 * w y 3  linplw, &JW 
Ucdmal  Papa Number Ekvetl, Usivtrtpity of l h h h  wars, 
~~~, 1991. 

Virginia: Ddey mtdmat i!mmk# &* snd maltat haw¶ 
Baok Service, March 1994. ~ ~ ~ ~ s o u ~ l e r  

mrdi* cntrics .mow to *gse PUP This uULog dd by the Dalley Baok Service md .a B~PWS index, b m a s t  to Cordell's - ~ B t h n i c C h i n t s e * H m ~ L o o ~ V i e t -  b, 2,150 eatria of publfshcd md unpubiWsd work, Ws b i b b p p h y  bmphadms wicttkmnt 
and ~~ @end> - so- miit hushg on the I n ~ ~ a  Wars, izmm. 

WuIa an author md subject index. SARS pub- di,ided -rdingm bad-: VW. - a qwIy ,am fiction and nonfiction, CmWia, lms, *- w n  refugees* ~baiiand, ~outborrst his: and politics, 



About the Chippewa V ' e y  Museum 

The Chippewa Valley Musawn in &to Claire, Wimnsin, pmenb tht h h r y  dthe Chippewa Valley, fmm the 
time of iti e W t  inhabitants some 10,008 yeam ago to the present day. Opened in 1974 by area residenfs committed 
to p m m @  and htcrprehg regkm4 heritage, the museum operatea m a ~~ h&utian strongly baaed in 
its community. The Chippewa Valley Mwm was accredited by the h r b m  Association of Mumima in 1987. 

Major long-term exhibits h i d e  Se- rurdSwtlw3vak BuiWzg T m  irr tk C&pnw VaI&, 1850-1925; 
Path i# the People: the Ojibwe ik the Ch@pwa Vulfey; and Rwal Herdage, b g b d  expmience provides a 
~ v e f r o m w ~ c h t o ~ ~ ~ y w ~ ~ d q u b  i n t h b r e g i m o f N ~  Whotiahbut how events, 
h d d k s h a p e A m ~ W , & a d t , C V M e ~ t h e h W t & ~ b h ~ t t h e U n i t e d  
S ~ t t s a 9 w c ~ ~ t h e d v e f n v o l v ~ o f ~ ~ ~ . M a r t y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ § ~ ~ w S c t r o o l  
or Anderson Lug &we, loc~tod on the musun grounds, or in exhibit-bawd p g m w  W to tbe curriadm gods 
of arcaschb. ~ - t e r m e x M & , ~ w w k s h p s  andspecid r n ~ t s ~ ~ s h r o u ~ t  the year. The 
lively CVM program results &om ds% &Ms of its pfhsional  staff af 11, tbagl d v e  volutltem awd the 
on-$oh8 f i n d  gum of 1,W membm, the City and County of Eau W, d bCbippewa V&y M w u  
Foundatim, CVM b b w n  ~ ~ a n ~ t e r l n d  natiod lwaL for its d W t r p , d e & o n s  am, andpubhtions. 

In 1991, CVlbI a d  the E3au Ctaira hwt Hmong Mutual histance &&&OD @MM) began a cooperative 
projsct to document tha expriencm dthe b u  Claire h o n g  community, buW l a m a t  folk am oolhction for 
HMAA, a n d e x p a n d p u ~ p r o ~ o n t  Pimong history andculture. The cxhibif BhmginEuu Claire: Refrgees 
from u &met War (Octotm 1993 - June 1994, an extensive oral Wwy and ttre teading dhssioa mb, 
J u u m y j b m  #he Plain @Juts, resulted fma this ~ U a b t i o n .  Activiti~ in &a Claire k a m e  bhe dl hr a 
n & d  project, H- i n h h a ,  which began in 1994. The N a t i d  Bodawmm fur the H u m d i m  provided 
a majorgmnttoptwsentpaael exhibits EJtheJoumqfrom kPlainafJars miesinfbeothcr cities withsipWmt 
Hmotng ppuhtZons: Charlotte, North C a r o b  La C-, Wisconsin., Sawmento, W o m k  MhmpWtt. 
Pad, M h m  and Seattle, WashhgWn. Central to the resesucfi and p l m d q  of the project was the works of 
acbohm on v a k m  qmts of H m q  hihstary armd culture and the personal wcoun& of h u n g  p q l t  who have lived 
this dramatic story. 

Tha ~pptwaValleyMwum,l~diaErruQ&e's Careon Pa& hapen year round, Tuesday through Sunday, 
1-5 p.m., with extended summer burs, For more information about exhibits, program or publicatiom, mitact: 
Chtppewa Vslley Museum, P.0, Box 1204, Eau Claire WI 54702, (715) 834-7871. 
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