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Introduction 

This book is a translalion of the sccond part of  he repon of  he Commission for 
the Exploration of the Mckonp. I t  ctln~inues thc i ~ i n ~ r a q  nf the first hook: Francis 
Gmicr.  Tr~vrls in Crrtr~hdiu i ~ ~ r c l  Purl of lcr0.v. Both hwks are rt~mplcmented 
by the third volumc in this English edition published hy White Imtus: Louis 
Delaporte and Francis Garnier. A Pit-torill1 Jorirt~e~. on rht Old MrX-ong: 
Cutnlmdiu. is lo.^ and Yutrmn. which prcscnts a fullcr pictorial record of the 
Commission's ilineraq. All volumes arc available separately. 

The spelling nf place namm in this book follow the original. In some cases the 
Rornanization dimcrs from rntdem usage. hut to have intrtlduced any changes in 
the tcxt could hwc made it dificult fnr thc reader to follow the Cornmission's 
i t ine rq  on the maps. In most cases. the differences arc not great. and readers 
should have no difficulty identifying thc modem names of the placcs mentioned. 

The Commission arrivud in I , w g  Prabang. thcn a fairly independent kingdom 
under thc tutelage or the Siamcw government in Bangkok hut also payin3 tribute 
to nthcr ncighhoring states at variuus rimes during this perid, to spcnd some 
time thcrc awaiting hctter weather conditions. Present-day northern h o s  was 
less pxuxful then. The various principalities wcre constantly at war and thc Muslim 
rebellion in Yunnan displaced olher tribes who sought rcfuge and a livelihood in 
thc nciphboring small states. All these nominaHy under [he tuteligc of China 
S i m ,  Annarn (w British India. Thc Shan Statcs were the 1a1m.s most distant outposl 
in this part of the world hut even the British were not keen to intcrrere in the 
intcmecine struggles among thc various dhes. 

Truvels it1 Cumhdiu uttd Yurt rg Lrrm cndcd with a decision to follow the 
coursc of the hlckong. hoping  hat the rumors, about wars in the countries the 
French expedition was now cnlering. had been exaggerated. 'I'hc route chosen 
was along the Mckong river, in kwping with thc primary ohjeaive nf the mission. 
to explore and sludy the great river and, if at all possible. find ways to extend 
French gnvcmmcn~al and ct~mmcrcial influence into the countries adjoining Tonkin 
and Annm. 



Francis Ciiarniur unded the first volurnc wirh a drscrip~iun of thc conditions in 
which thc Commission now found itself In 1-uang Prdhang. most of lhc data 
collcc~rd so  Car. including collections of plants and geological samples. were 
sent to Ranskok. There too. the memhcrs or thc Crlmmissiun rcduced their 
pcrsvml bclougings to the strict minimum for the rcmaindw of the journey. The 
rcaxons wcrc twofold. l.'irst. a pnssihlc shift to an overland route would not allorv 
much luggage to be carried. Sccvndly. thc nlcmbers of the expedition already 
rrdizcd that there were insufficient funds to complete the exploration-a mishap 
brought on them by an cxccssivcly long stay in Iawer Iaos, whilc thcy waited 
for the necessary passpnrtx from China to catch up with the expedition. In thc 
end. it was Francis Gamier himwlf who traveled back to I'norn Pcnh Lo collccl 
the passports. Hc notcd thc p c a t  indiflerence with which the wholc undcrlakiny 
was treated by the authorities in the French colony of' Cochinchina of which the 
countries being cxplorcd would have been the logical commercial cxtcnsiuns. 

Thus, in light bats,  wilh lighter baggage and very light wallcts indcd,  thc 
members of the expedition and thcir Annamite and Tqal escort left. on a kautiful 
day in May 1 867. wilh a hmvy hcarl for what they sensed would k a tumultuous 
adventuw nthcr  than a pcaccful journey of scientitic caploralion. 

Dr. Walter E. J. -[ips 

June 1'9% 



Chapter 1 

At the momcnr of our dcp;lrlure from Luang habane. the effcc~s of ~ h c  first 
rains had already made thernw-lves felt on the river, Le uratcrs of u=hich had ri.wn 
more than one mcler. wc cmbarkcd on thc morning 01- 25 May 1867. A nicc 
south-wcs~crly hrcx-ze and thc natural freshness of our aquaric rcmle promised a 
less hot. more plcasanr day than those we had spent in our camp. 

A littlc disuncc from thc city. thu river n m w e d  and took on a wild and 
turbulent appearance. The mountains on the hanks showd their semtcd crests 
and thcir rwky surfaces. Their lasl shelves, which ovcrhung thc river. wcrc often 
surmounted by pyramids, thc tombs of pious monks or  h e  shrines of supposed 
relics. the uprvd-thrustins forms of which harmonized with ihc landscape. A 
little above 1,uang Pmhang. on the left hank of thc river, onc of thew ich~ts 
appcard: it was picturequcly situated at a comer formd by tht river and a small 
affluent. The mountain that served as i ~ s  pedestal was called t%ou Kieo. A littlc 
fuder, on the oppositc bank and at the entrance to one of rhuse caves h a t  wcrc 
so plentiful in the c a k m o u s  rocks. there was n gigantic staturr of the Buddha. 

In thc evening, we arrived ar the confluence of the Nam Hou. the rivcr which 
Commander dc L a m  had thought of ascending for n while. .\cross from it? 
mouth and on the right hank of thc river. high cliffs rose up vcnicallp On thcir 
flank was a cave d e e p  than the preceding ones and which thc indigenous ~ p l c  
had transforrncd into a sanctuary. Wc climbcd to it wilh the hclp of thc steps cut 
out of the rocks. Thc breaks in the rock constituted a sort of balcnny, the pillars 
and the balustrade of which werc completed and regularized by the hand of man. 
outside thc gigantic and irregular opening to the cave. The view of thu river from 
here was imposing. It was no longer an infinite ~rspect ivc  in which  he blue of 
rhe watcr and the sky merged in dazzling light and in which only thu far-off rows 
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of palm trces and the huts half hidden in their shadows interrupted the contnun 
of a landscape that was both inlpocinp and rnonc~tonous. Here, the river was not 
cvcn three hundred meLen wide and its winding course was hordered by rocky 
walls which wcrc ovcfiowered hy thc h i~arrc  serrations of the mountains hchind 
them. Some ten meters hclow us. the waters which were nlrcady rnudcly and always 
fast-flowing, bathed the foot of the staircase leading to thc balcony and caused 
the light boat which was waiting ror us to hit the rocks. It was an admirahlc placc 
to see the pirogue races, so frequently held in Laos, or to cnjoy thc illun~inat~onc 
with which the locals often enhanced the splendor of their tropical night\. Sonic 
distance from there. the calm. hlack waters of the Nam Ilou mixcd with rhc 
yellowish watcrs of thc Mekong river and the demarcation line that separated 
them wavcrcd ahout tlic mouth of tho river, following the variable relation between 
the speeds of thc two currents. Opposite uh. on thc Icft, the golden color of s 
s:rnd hank cut hrightly into the dark color of the neighboring rocks. hehind which 
the sun had already disappeared and the tops of which rosc up, bl:~ck. ngainrt a 
red sky. 

Plate 1 A carriage of t h p  Lord B~udiilirr in cr c-a\v (drrrw:irt,q I?! E. TltPrnrlrl). 



Chapter 1 

ACtcr having enjoyed this spxtacle fnr a moment. we cntcrcd the c a w .  Buddhas 
orall sizes were slacked up  in cveer  nook and cranny; flowers. banntrs. umhrelhs. 
all kinds oC votive ohjucts decnratcd the altars. l'hc flickering of the torchcs 
which gave us light caused greal shadows to &dance in the dcplhs of this natural 
temple and made the figurc 01- the pruphct of Kapilavaston. normally so calm. 
look grolcsque. Dcspite the originality of this religious decoration, I askrd 
1nyw1C if it detracted from the natural grmdcur of the cavc and whclhcr the 
sparkling of stalactiks would not have been prcrcrable to the faded gildine and 
the humidity-staincd colors of thcsc Buddhist trinkets. It was csplcially ~ravclcrs 
and the oarsmen of thc river who were the pious devotees orthis  cave. The priests 
who scrved it l i v d  on the oppr~site bank in the villagc of Pak Hou and never 
1;lckcd flowers or offerings. During the high watcrs, thc rivcr rose to thc cnlrancc 
o r  the cave ilsclf. In 185h. an exceptional rise had partly flwdcd it and thc 
inhabitants had indicated thc hcight ro which the watcr had risen. wilh a red linc 
drawn a hit further up thc plain colored. venical wall oC~hu rock. This line indic;itrsd 
a difference o r  17.5 mcters between ~ h c  lowest Icvcls and thc level of thc 
inundation of that m-c~rd year. The usual ditkrcncc, resulting Crtml takine the 
avlrrage of wvcral nnrmnl );cars. was only 10.7 mrtcrs. 

Thc houscs r f h e  village oTPak Hou wcrc scattered along rhe IcTt sidc. k h i n d  
rhc sand h n k  I have mcntioncd. which formcd a sorl of creek nr natural harhr 
where our pirryucs wen: alrcady moorcd Tor the nigh[. From all points of view* 
this htation was exceptionally comfnrtablc: instead of our narrow pirogucs. huts 
built on thc sand. for thc use of travelers, scrved as our bedrooms. 

Yight was alrcady falline: I hastened lo go up-river in a light h tu t  to ~ n i ~ k c  a 
li.w soundings; uonducred by two oarsmen. J asccnded a mile o r  twn on the course 
or  the Kam H w .  The current was almosl xru. the watcrs were as  clcllr a ~ l d  silent 
;L\ the watcrs uf the Mekong river were murky and turhulcnt. Glidiny along thc 
rocky wall which formcd a vertical bank more than 350 meters hizh on the right 
side. my h a t  pruduced a l i g h ~  chopping sound. the silvcr-toned noiw of which 
rrsound~ul like an echo in the nwturnal atmosphcrc. At an mormous height h l v c  
my hcad some helaled birds uf prey were circling 10 enter thcir nrsts placed 
beyond rcach in thc crcvices of thc nlcks. Their raucous. discrjrdant cries k c a ~ n e  
tewcr llnd fewer. 1 askcd the oarsrncn to slop rowing to enjoy thc plcasurc oC this 
mornrnt of calm m d  freshness h r ~ u g h t  by the first stars is so plcasa~it in 
the hol countries. Stwn. nothine morc was hrard hut the rnulc and langurlrttus 
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~nurnluring rlC thu grtrat river and thc sofi mng of thu ntrtumal inwcls. tcllillg 

the bo5hc.s r l f  the rivcr balks uf thcir mysterious lovcs. 

Al icr  a Ircnctic end tiring d;ly passcd iunid Ccvcrish intcllcctual activitq- 11rar ivar 

cxhaustiilg hecausc o C  thc inurssant w1;11h dclni~ntli~y. my attention uvcn;- sir~plr' 
aii~lutc. i t  wi15 plcasant 10 yct a lnollllrnt of rcsl at thc cnd and to ~ o i i t ~ ~ ~ ~ p l i l t l :  ill 

c.;lsc onc 01- thcse sccnus 10 wllich I ccluld not ziuc a rnttnicnt during ~ h c  clay! 
What a dull ~;tsk trl he a gco~~raphcr and w h ; ~  a mrlnol(>nt>us orcupat io~~ thc 
c o l n p i s ~ n d  thu watull arc! How much 1 cn\=ic.d thmu of 111. cttllc;~gl~cs whosc 

activities did not dcprivc tl1c111 of. ;II Ici~st. thc attractions c)f the joumcy ;~nrl thc 
pleasures of sc-cinz nrw Ii~nrlscaps unfold kfon. thcir uyts. without any other 
conccrn than l r )  adlliin. ~ b r m !  Alas! thc tnrjrc the Iandwapts v;lricd. thc Icss Cnrc 
t inlc I had. Thcrc ;I ~ l ~ u ~ ~ n t a i n .  quickly a nluasuruilicnt: ;l rivcr. what was its namc 

and whcrc did i t  ctlnic frttm:' A villugc. Ict u s  place i~ on tllc lnap! Kilpids. whew 
was thu ul~;uir~cl and which war ~ h c  grualcst dcpth 01-the water'.> I was not allmi-cd 

a minutc's pact.  Thew conlinuous gynlnastics. this cvcrl;ls~ins pcoyrdphical 
p r ~ o ~ c u p a t i o ~ ~  which was my lot l i ~ r  Iwr) yraih. k l vc  so cstranycd rnc f r t t l l~ whul 
I <all rhc piutt~rcstjllc cl~jrlyrncnts r>i' the. juuniry that I glitrlly rcfcr t c ~  rhcm 11o)ki- 

to ciljuy thcln cntircly ar i l ly caw. ' 
The niyhl Ii;~d hccou~c vcry black: my Laoti;ms who WCIV squatti~le rnoticmlcss 

and silcnt at t11c ends uf thc kyat. rousd  nlc iiclui 111. drc;~nis. lhc current ill' llir 
Nam 1Irlu W;IS taking us gradually Ir) thc Mckrmg rivcr: ~ 1 :  had I r j  return Irj 1111' 

camp. thc g l i l~~ i l l e r  of which lit thc rivcr a short dislancc il~vay. 



Chapter I 



The next day, the navigation of the river was difficuul ACtcr flowiny northcast 
since Luanp Prabang. the river gradually tended to thc ahsolutcly oppos i~ r  
direction, while it surged between rocks and mountains lhat k m c  s t m ~ c r  and 
steeper. Once estabIished in this new direction, its bed cleaned out withou~ 
widening. The mounrains stretched parallel to the banks and formed several levcls 
with regular steps. The vegetation. which was more uniform. completely lost its 
tmpical appearance, apart fmm the numerous wild banana trees which mingled 
with hombax trees on the banks of the river and the few gigantic palm trccs 
which n>sc hurc and thew on  hthc tops of thc ca lcmous  m k s .  Pine trees crowned 
the highest pinnacles and they reminded us of our distant homeland. 

The villages were few and far between on our route. Some were inhabited by 
I ~ o t i a n s  who had fled from the principalities in the north. including. anlong others. 
.Muong Kun or Xieng Tong. But the natives were more numerous here than the 
I-antians. They almost all helnnged to the Khmou tribe. Wk could see their 
villagcs stretching on thc mountains at thc sccond lcvel and the light columns of 
smoke rising a h w c  the tops or drifting along the ravines between them indicated 
p l w s  o r  rorcstry exploitation o r  whcrc l i rcs prcprcrd the gn)und for wasrmal 
wwing. 

On 27 May changed boat5 and crews at  Ran Cokhe. The next day. we a m w l  
at Ban Tanoun. a village siluatcd on thc r i g h ~  hank of thc rivcr, ntd far fmm which 
thcy had indicated to Commandcr dc  IA@C the cxistencc of active volcant~s .  
Drlctor Jr>ukrl. our _rct)lrlgisl. was dispitchcd Cnlm the cxpdil ion lo cxarninc 
~ h c  p l x c  closcly. Mr. dc C m b  went with him. Thcsc gentlemen were to join us 
spin in Xien? Khong. 

On 79 May passed thc mouth of a small river. the Se Ngum. nf little interest 
in itwlChut imporlant to mention. because from the opposire flank of the mountain 
rangc which gave risc to it. the cwtcm-most branch of  ~ h c  hlcnam dcsccndcd. 
Thc sourcrs o r  ~ h c  t\i-.c> walcrcourws wcrc scpxatcd by a wry small spacc and 
acctlrdiny to the inCom;ltion of thc locals. it would he possihlc. at the timc of 
thc high lvatcrs, to d r q  a h r ~ l  for rmc (K two miles ovcr fairly smooth ten-ain to 
Icavc ~ h c  basin of the Muliong and besin lo navigiitc in that of the Mcnam. Is it 
this proximi~y thdt has givcn risu 10 ~ h c  assumption con our clld maps  hat thusu 
two rivcrs were cmncctcd:'' 

Wk s t o p ~ d  tlwnty-four hours in the village of I'Ahen. which was nur sccund 
slopovcr plac-c hc lwc~n  Luang Prahmg and Xicnz Khrlnz. A prctly Iiltlc river 



coming from rhc nonh. which. not hr  tmm its mouth. is transformed into a 
torrent rich in fish. j n i n ~ d  the hickong on the ewtcrn sidc of  thc village which 
u=as for thc must part inhabited by natives. -1Ac chief ofthc pli~cc himself helongcd 
to this ruuc and was v c q  concerned and hospihhlc to us. The rise of the water 
was ahout thrcc mctcrs in this area. 

On 3 I May wc lcfi P d h n  and the river. the gencrsl direction of which 
continued to  hc m=cst somc dcgrms sourh. flowing hctwwn hi2h rocky cliffs. 
crowned with vcgchlion and extremely picturesque in appcmance. W c  had to 
stop hcsidc a s d  hank in the evening. In thc middle rlC thc night, I wah woken up 
by the Annamirc guard. who infornled me that thc brat of thc lower-ranking 
1-aeolian chicf who was accompanying us had d c ~ x h c d  itself and had been takcn 
away by ?.c uurrcnl. Its owner was sleeping in it. Our o m m c n .  woken up with a 
std. wcrc in the greatest anxiety: somc h;ls~ily boarded another pimguc to iry to 
~ x h  ~ h u  unfortunate before he should hc thrown into the water by thc currcnt 
amid thc rocks. Would thcy arrivc in time to avoid a carastrophc? Thrw or four 
milcs down river from us thcrc wcre rapids which were likc most of thosc that 
wc met in this part of the riwr. formcd by the banks of pchhlcs t h a ~  accun~ulated 
at the mouths of the torrcnts h a t  dcsccnded from the mountains. The piropuc of 
the sleeping chief would ucr~ninly have keeled ovcr in ihc currcnts and the 
unfortunite man drc)wnud in thc water before he had lime to rcalizc where he 
myas. if those who werr pursuin_e him had not managed to reach hiul. 

They forcefully pulled on the oars: this contest in thc rniddlc of the night 
h twcun l5te which tonk the unsuspccling slccper with her and pmuidcncc which 
aroused thc wvic~rs wis indccd gripping. We shivrrcd al thc hought that amid 
the nluftled nnisc which camc lo us from the rapids. wc rnighi pcrhaps distinguish 
the firs1 cry. hthc last of a man suddenly woken up amid thu wavrs. 

It was a long time since the noisc of thc rescue b a k '  cmrs had uuasd to bc 
heard. The wait continued undl d i y l i ~ h t  and it was only at thc stoplvtr  for lunch 
that we saw the two hms coming back. with all thosc thcy ct~ntaincd. The chief 
had woken up at the crics of his pursuers. who were still very C;lr a w q  1-mnl him 
ivhcn his piroguc w i s  not more than a hundn-d mctcrs f m ~ n  thc rapids. With 
great presence OC mind. which was not surprising for a pcnplc. who were f-amiliar 
with this son of danger. h t  i~~lmediatcly rcaliz~ul his p~sit ion.  r i ~ h k d  a paddlc 
and u=iih s few vigorous strokes had left ihc line of the current and n-ached ~ h c  
clrlscst hank. Thc s111all pirogue was then taken back by the crew of thc kyat. vcry 
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happy with their suu~-cssful pursuit. 1 may be  bee^ much mistaken, hut 1 hulicve 
our low-ranking c h i d  had a statue of thc Buddha made which will incrcase the 
n u m k r  of votivt: objects deposited in the cave of Pak Hou. 

On 1 Junc 1867 wr: had to lraverse rapids, Kenp Le. which made it necessary 
to unload our b a t s :  it w i s  the first difficulty of this magnitude since ourdcparturc 
from L u i g  P rahan~ .  With this obstaclc passed. the navigation bccame very r a s p  
thc hanks were lcss rwky and more distinct. In the west we observed thc trips of 
a mountain range averaging one thousand to one thousand two hundred meters in 
hcight: it seemcd to run due north to wuth. This h;lrrier would terrninatc the long 
dc~our  to the west that t h t  Mekong had bocn descrihinz sincc h a n g  i+abang and 
turned it hack nodwards .  Ihc cum-cs disappeared. thc bed widend,  the current 
diminished and thc gentle, regular slopls that 11cd from the right hank to the 
summits of thc range were c o v c r d  with settlcmcnts and crops. 

On 2 June. m=c stopped for some timc at Ban Hatsa a pretty villagc situated on 
thc left bank. Thc ncxt day. we arrived at Pak FL the last stretch of our trip helore 
Xieng Khan?. 

As its name indicated. Pak Ta !the mouth of the 'Fi) was situatcd at  thz 
confluence of thc warn Ta and the big river. It rws  a considerable village. While 
they were preparing the new b a t s  for us. which this timc would leiivc u s  only 
after we reachcd Xizng Khong. wc visited pagodas. In one of them thcrc was a 
very well-rnadc clock of such rcfincd workmanship as could nnly he found in  
Europe. -[his was evidently not a local product and h e  Chinew script which 
encircled its hsc made us placc its origin in either Tong King or Yunnan. I would 
gladly bc inclined to the first of these two countries, since the name of the 
empcrnr cngrdved in thc manufacturing date did not refer tn any of the Chincsc 
sovereigns of the last two centuries. whose narncs I had quite ~wll in my memory 
a1 that timc. 

A little ahovc Pak Ta. the rivcr tumcd lo the south-wcst. beyond the rangc. the 
eastern flank of which it had srl far paralleled. This p s s a g e  was mri~kcxl by new 
navigational difficulties. At thdt p i n t  use cross~d the borders of the tcmtory of 
Luang Prabang and entered the great province of Muong Nm of which Xicn_r 
Khong is thc .wcond city. 

After this passage. the river cxxplldod into a arcat plain such as wc hid not met 
with since Vienchan and it ttnlk up its coursc to h e  north-m=cst again. On 4 Junc 
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at night wc camped on a sand hank. Our horizt~n i ~ n ~ ~ ~ e d i a t e l y  widcnd.  allowiny 
us a view ro the WCSI and north of rhc dishnt bluish summits of great ranges. thc 
last spurn ui' which czlnie down in ~ c n l l c  rises lo  the banks of  thc riuur. 

The next day. at right a.m.. we went nn fotd to Xicng Khonp. where they had 
quickly i'inishcd Ihc lour huts they wcrc building for our reception. The wclcomu 
ol-  he authorities was showed good will and cagcrncss and thc governor of rhc 
ci ty who was hc s ~ y o n d  in command rjC thc province of hluong N m .  came ~ h c  
same c\=cning IO pay a visit tn Comrnandcr dc L i p r k .  Our hwts  wrrc unlc~dcd 
and ~ h c y  rctumcd to Pak lj. aCtcr thc crcw rcccived the customary rcrnuncratirln. 
Now. w c  found oufielves nutsidc thc sphere or influence and aclion oC thc king 
of  Luang Prahng. 

Mr. Joukrt and  Mr. dc  Carni. jrlincd 
us ayain: thc volcanic phenomena l h a ~  
our geologist had hccn ahlc lo c~hxn-c 
wcrc. as usual. much less important than 
 he stories ot- the Irlcals had purpr~n~ul. 
,I sunken and cricked tcrrain. fr tm which 
sulfuric and carbonic gases and slcani 
escaped. replaccd thc crupting crat tr  
which had k n  clainicd. The triccs OC 
volcanic action cxisl~vi in ~ w o  diiCcrcnt 
places. c a l l ~ d  Phou Fay Nizii and I'hou 
Fa): h i .  "rnrlunkiin of lhc big fin." and 
"mountain of the small firc". by lhc 
natives. T h c  cracks  111ovcd ~ 1 0 ~ ~ 1 4 . .  
marking thcir passage by dcstrrlyin~ ~ h c  
vcscta~ion. by the chamd trunks oC hi: 

l*latC 4 A lJPll finrrlcl jrr 1 1 , ~  pf,,qrxji, t r c c s a n d  hy dcpus its of crystal l i zc.d 

, p 7, , : , sulfur. TIIClily Phou Fay I*lia~ tlccupird a 
surl'acc seven to c i g h ~  hundrcd niclrrs 
Img and thrcc hundrcd rnc.tc.m widu. 011 

this arca. thc soil resounded undcr our fw t  as il-~hcri: existed a dccp cavity undcr 
it. /\pplyil~g onc's car ro thc ~ r t ~ u n d .  one can p rcc ivc  a mutr vmry Car-01-1- noisc. 
which. aucttrding to thc naliws. oilcn calnc close to k i n g  pcrccptihlc frrl111 a 
dis~alicc. This crcvicc sccrncd 10 nlll wi~~hwarr l s  and one could Ct~llou- ~ h t  rt)ulr 



that it had alrcady cnvcnvl over several ki1011lirters. -[-he l t ~ a l  penplc c o l l ~ ~ t e d  
the sulfur I h a ~  was dcpositod on thc walls of the crevice. Mr. J o u t ~ f l  was unable 
ro w c  any ccnters of eruption. Thc purpurled rlvl>lcano was thus r c d u c ~ d  to simple 
smoking pits. 

The ncgjtiatiuns wiih Ihc governor of thc small city starled nn thr  day after 
our arrival in Xicng Khong. 1 believe that I have alr~adq. said that hc was the 
second in command of the big provincu c~CMuong Nan. Despite his nalural gotwi 
will and his dcsire to plcasc, he was unahlc to decidc tr) ICI us  cross thr  hc~rdcr of  
Siam: ths ldlers from Bangkok which wc carried accorded us Cree circulation 
on the whole 01-Sinmrsc tcmtory but thcy did not inindirntc that \we could lcave it. 
Tilkin_r on himself to authuri7.e us to do so  n=zs a rcspo~lsibility that Icrritied the 
timid official. Placcd at  an advmccd post which was always dangerous. he was 
xcuslomed to circumspection, which was rnorcovcr justified hy thc numcrous 
wars of which this par1 of I .am. hcing disputed timc and again hctw~-cn Siam and 
Isangkok [.sic.]. had k e n  the thcatcr. He wanvd to conduct us to Muong Nan or. at 

Irast. to persuade us to await thc answer from thc governor or tbe pro\=inuc lo 
our rques t  to lcave Stamcsc t cmtoe .  If nccd k. all that he was able to a_rrct: to 
was to have us conducted to Xicng Hai. another small pmvinuc subject to  H q k o k  
and situatcd a little closer to Burmesc territory. Nevcrthclcss. Mr. dc Layree 
had nn pmhlcm in showing him t h a  by thc terms of our passports thcmsclvcs we 
had the right lo procecd at  Imst to the horder. C'onscqucntly. he ~ o o k  il upon 
himself to furnish us w i ~ h  h a t s  tn asccnd the river to the point u=hurt: il entered 
the Burmcsc possessions. This coursc w i  evidently authorized by our pissports 
which spucified frcc circulatjon nn t lr~ wholc of the Siamesc tcrr i tor~.  The 
governrlr of Xieng Khong ohjecred: "Bul, the point whcre I would thus lead you 
is in mid foresr. You will not find supplies. nor mcans of transp~rt i t ion thcrc to 
procecd further. Morcovcr. at that p i n t  Lht: river is no longer navigable and y ) u  
would have to trawl overland.'' Mr. de  Lagrk rcplicd: 'That is of  little imporhnct: 
and not your affair; hut mine." 

- lhc reader probably rcmernhers that we left without passports of the court of 
Aw. Admiral de 1 3  Grimdiere had tried to obtain them by thc intcnnadiaty of 
hllpr. Bi_eandet, the Frcnch Catholic bishop. who cnjoyed a certain influence wilh 
the sovcrcign of Burma. But. in thc meantime, a palace revdution had removal 
~ h c  latter trom his h o n e .  'Ihc thrcr younger hrc>thers of thc rcigning prince had 
murdered their two older brothers. without. howcvtr. being ahlc to sei7.e powcr. 
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-1hcy h;ld sought refuge with thc English, who had pushed them hack, and then 
with thc Karcn. The troubles which followcd this assassination madc it irnprlssiblt 
for the Burmese government 10 answer  he communications ahjut us which had 
h e n  sent. 

Ncvcrthclcss. Mr. de Lagee could avail himself of this process Lo firm 10 

the Hurrnesc authori~ics that the court of  Ava had bccn informed of our journcy. 
Hc wrote a Idler to this effect to thc kin3 of Xieng Tong, the I aotian prinuc who 
ruled thu territory that hordered immediately on Xieng Khong and to whom a 
Rurmew agent was attached. He askcd him for passage and thc authr~rization lo 
procurt: thc necessary means of transportation in these states and hc assurcd 
him of our friendly dispt~sitirln and of the entirely pacific and scientific objective 
of our mission. 

A spa-ial mail left on 10 June to convcy  his message and the _gif~s which 
accompanied it. The Iattcr, all destined for the king of Xieng 'Ibng, comprised a 
small carpet, a fan. a piece of Algerian cloth and a few small ohjccls. p i p ,  soap. 
handkerchiefs, etc. If we had known about the frequent tradc relations which 
cxisted ktween the Shan Slaws of Burma and the English colonies. wc would 
probably not haw darcd to offer objects which rave only n VCQ- poor idea of our 
resources. Rut we were u s d  lo seeing the smallest Europeans yocds cvoke the 
most lively admiration and the most ardent envy amonz lhc Laotians of the south 
and that had incrcascd thc value of our barter nbjects in our own eyes. hloreover. 
the aim wax t o  cozcn the king of Xieng Tong more than to perform an act of 
deference to him. 

Kevertheless. the authoritics of Xieng Khong decidcd to galhcr he necessary 
boats. It was not withou~ trouble and gning to w a t  Icnghs  hat this was donel: 
the commercial traffic on  he river here was almost nil and hc means of navigation 
were vcry rcstriutcd. The big pirogues wcrc now cxtrcmely rare and skilled 
ommen could not hc round. Because of thew obshclcs. our departure was held 
hack until 14 June. We used the tirnc to visil Xicng Khong and its surroundin_gs. 

The village of Xicng Khong was surrounded by a moat and by a strong palisade. 
A small brook dividul i~ inlo ~ w o  parts and the banks wcrc ctmnw-td by a bamboo 
bridge, more picturcsquc than solid. The forest which surrounded  he village 
was travcrscd by pa~hs  that were larger than usual: they were almost rods .  
Nevertheless thc light h o t i a n  carriages of the south wcrc nut in evidence here. 



Some rlcphants. pulling huivy logs of teak wood. hcgan hcre tn make thuir 
appearanuc. passing. wilh a heavy nonchalant trod. convoys of pack bullocks 
corning and going. One of these paths r in south-cast. 11 was the route lo Xieng 
Mai, a city which was said to tw twclvc days march away. 

In this rugion. the word Xiv11g replaced :Wu~irg. used in ~ h u  south to r lrsi~nate 
the capital of a province. Hcrc  hey wid --goiirnq 10 111r Xieirg " as [ft~lnhcr south 1 
they said "guitrp lo rlrr .Mzfr*i~g~-. 

The tradc r>vcrland was hmly cvet  mnrc active than the ct>mnlerce on thc 
river and was reduced to ct>mmodities of prime necessity, such as salt. which 
became rarcr and rarer hcrc and which they go1 from the wulh of Law and from 
Nongkay. 

The Imk of the countryside was rathcr sad and the ppulz l~iun  sparsc. Ilhc. 
Laotians] had mixed with the natives in consiricrablc proportions so as in the cnd 
lo lose thcir Lo t i an  featurcs completely. Thu crew-cut hair which was worn on 

lop of the hcad. in  he Siarncsc Emhion. disappcarcd complctcly. Thc inhabitants. 
Laotians or of the native r i c ,  wore their hair long. They tied it upwards in a bun 

the sidc r>f thc head and they adopted thc Bum~ese  fashion of  he turban. Thc 
womcn oCttn placed a silver plate at the knot in their hairdo. They no longer 
dressed a s  in the south. Thcir skin wxs liphter and thcir Fdces took on a more 
oricnhl s h a v  and a mtlrc refined cxprcssion. 

Thc cusioms of the n;lrivcs were irnprintcd with grcat harsh~less. Copper was 
 heir grclatcst rjmament: long. double pins d copper fastcncd their hair on hcir 
heads. rings or coppcr cncircicd the neck. copper wire twislod inlo spirals wn-td 
as k l t s  and copper pins w i ~ h  big heads lilled the cntlrmtlus holes which thcse 
nativrs made in thcir rmlobes. Somctimcs also thcw new types of pondants 
were replac-cd by simple rolls of cotton, which were hcld in the greatest cslwm 
by thcir owners. S{~rnu measured from ~ w o  to thwc ucnlinleters in d i m a e r  and 
the exlohc  barely enci rc ld  this sinsular ornament with a minuscule strip of 
flesh. The men continued to display wry great simplicity in dress. Thc women. 
on the contrary. were elaborately dreswd and. unlikc the Laotian womm. they 
ncvcr displayed thcir naked breasts to curious onltn>kcrs, which of cn conveycil 
sadncss rather than charm. They WOE a skirt ofhlue cotton w i ~ h  white cmhroidery 
and a small bluc jacket. worn tightly against thc skin. Their hchavior was morc 

timid.   no re rndcsl: most of them would he gracious if not prctt);. if the hard 
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work they shared with their husbands did not harden their katurcs and bcnd their 
backs from a very young age. Most of them carried their children on their backs 
in a snrt of cloth belt to limp their hands free and in order not to interrupt. their 
occupations except when they had to breast-feed them. I t  was not unusual to see 
Laotians rnmicd tr, nalivc ii-omcn and in thcsc cwcs the hnld ranks qua1 
lo ~ h c i r  I-aolian companions. 

The natives of Xieng Tong belonged to the great tribe uf the Lamet which 
inhabited. in particular. the valley of rhe Narn Ta, on the left bank of thc Mckmg. 
the gwzltcr part of which accepted the authority of I .uang Prabang. 

The small amount of deforeaation thal was p r i c ~ i c d  in ~ h c  surrvundin,ur of 
Xieng Khong was made worse by the intermittent rains and hot wciithcr which 
characterized the rainy season: the sun which was then at its zeni~h lien-rly burned 
the soil. Two of us. Mr. Thorel and I. were affected by fever attacks. accompani~ul 
by vomiting and delirium and we were hardly recnvered when we had to leave 
va in .  

However. i t  was with great satisfaction that we went back on the road. The 
journey was beginning to take on an unexpected character and an appiucnl dangcr. 
which it had lacked so far. The smooth passage that we had secured with the 
Siamese prrssports was corning to an end. We were going to be lcft to our own 
devices. to the resources of our own diplomacy. Moreover. the part of the river 
that we were traversing was nnce more entirely lacking in European ves~igcs. 
Mr. Duyshart's skctch had indicated to us the general direction and the principal 
ohstaclcs in thc course of thc river from Luans I'rahang tn Xieng Khong. From 
this lattcr pclinl. nothing dctrxlcd from the plcasurc of discovery and the emotion 
of surprise. 

We had some difficulty in pmur ing  sufficient supplies for the p2riod of timc 
that wc wcre _roing to spcnd without Lhc means rjf stocking up supplies other 
than by hunting. '[hey warned us. in effect. that the h n k s  of the Mekong would 
k o m c  cnlircly duscfl~vf spin up to thc poinl wherc wc iwuld stop to await the 
means of transporhtion rcqucstcd from thc king of Xieng Tong. Nevertheless. 
at Lhc last momcnt. Lhanks to the inlcn-mtit~n ofrhc _rowmmcnt. supplies arrived 
in abundance hut at  quitc a hish price. Thus wc paid sixteen francs for a hundred 
kilograms of rice: the same price for a pig which bawly wcighcd sixty kilograms 
and chickens. about thirty in numher. at seven and a half centimes apiece. 



Chapter 1 

On 14 June, at 1 p.m.. we left Xicng Khong in six hoats: it wn\ tht last time 
t h a ~  we would use this mcanc of transportation in the exploration of the Mekong 
rivcr. Luckily for our inexpcriencutl oilrsmen. the navigation of the rivcr wa5 
cncy at first. Here and there some isolated rocks ctill appeared in its hed. Tl~cy 
soon disappeared. The currcnt wcukenetl: one felt thnt the general t i l t  of the land 
had becc~nie very gnt le .  Betlirtifi~l forest5 rurc (In the banks, which hccame ever 
flatter. 

Plate 5 N n t i ~ * ~ s  ,fh)nt rh~i vicinity of xi en^ Kl lon~  (dro~-in,q t7y Jnn~t-l,on,qp. 
I J ~ s P ~ I  or1 0 s * k ~ t c h  l l o n ~  l>y L. D~llrpot-re). 

The river. which in Xieng Kliong sccmed to comc Crom the north-west, suddenly 
turned to the west here ant1 in this direction t l ic r~  was a lirnitlcss plain ahead, thc 
horizon of which harely showed glimpses or light and disti~nt untlulations. It wils 
the first time since Vienchan thnt we had enjoyed such an uxtcnsivc vicw and that 
thc rivcr had mn peacel'ully and fir11 to its edges in a wick and shallow bed. 
Nowhere yet had there been such a beautiful appearance of navigability. 
Unfortunately this would he a very hrief truce with the river's wiltlness. 

Frorn this point on the river describes a long nntl lazy detour to thc south. You 
could say i t  is  happy to linger in this plain and to rest its waters here from the 
tiring cour5e through mountains ant1 rocks. ' 
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AI ~ h c  end of this detour it raccived thu waters nf the Nam Kok. This river. 
which w;ts very widc. uzas fed by a chain which wpanred rhe valley ?.;rlr~hc Salureen 
I-mm thal of the  M c h m ~  river, a chain which the Burmcse caIl Tancn-Toung-Ciyi. 
On the banks 01- this rivcr stood the city of Xicng Hai. also called Xiilne Kai in 
some accounts. and thu ruins of which MacLed visi~cd in 1x37. This provincial 
capital. formerly vcry imporhnt and the capital of  clnr or those many kingdoms 
which then divided IndwChina and had prepared thcir suht)rdination to Sia~n and 
Burma by relentless intrmcu-inc wars. had recendy h r n  reconstructed close I(> 

thc ruins ofthe old city. It was at  this rimc the residencr: of the Siamese governor. 
According to one tradition. Xicng Hai was tormcrly calIcd Tsen-Katsa-Lakon. 
From his birth. the king who changed this name to Xieng IIai gave unequivocal 
signs of his future power: he hrokc all the cradles in which hc was placed and 
thcy had lo g i w  him one nude  d ircln. They claimed that this mchl  cradle still 
cxislrd amid the ruins of  ~ h u  old p l acc .  This princc cxlcndcd his domination 
over a _mci~ distancc and gave his son in appanage the city of Xicng Mai. which 
was rallcd hiuong Lamien befox this lime. and to his wife hc gaw the city of 
Xienp Tong o r  Kcma-Tunka:' The vallcys watered by the Nam Kok and its 
nuIncrous afflucnts. being sepxattd only by light undula~ions,  formed an 
admirable zonc of fcrlility and richness thal was well disposed to &-omc ~ h c  
center of a plwcrful kingdom. At a vcp- shorl distance to thc norlh of thc mouth 
of this river. we would come upon other ruins and other historical ~radilions 
which tcs~ilicd to thc fact that the sarnc placc had nften tempted ~ h c  wivcs of 
inlmiprants who arrived from Central A s h  through the mountain psws of thc 
north of Indo-China and rricd to spread inlo ~ h c  low=cr r a l l q s  of the g r t t  rivers 
of the peninsula. 

Tday.  this hcautiful rcginn. which s c p i i t c d  thc principality of Xicng -Inrig 
from that of Xicng Mai. was almost cntircly uninhabited: ctlvc~cd by Siamese 
and B u m ~ e w  and ~ h c  battlefield of these IWO pcoplcs, neither of thcni had so Car 
been powcrful enough to assure its exclusive possession and i~ had rcrnaincd a 
sort of neutral ~errain until tmlay. abandoned to ~ h c  r(orc.sl and its natural denizens. 
less turbulent and wiser proprietors than man. lior some years. the Siamcsc. or 
at l u s t  the Laotians who acwpfed their authoril): had timidly m c u p i c d  thc 
right hank of thc Narn Kok. I'erhaps this did not 1x51 very long. 

Xien? Stn. thc ruins of which cxtcndcd on the hanks of thc W k o n g  itself to 
three or four milus from i t -  contluencc with Ihc Nam Kak. w a s  unc af Ihc lirst 



cities whose name appcarcd in thc Laotian and Simnesc chronicles. Onc ol- ~ h c  
most famous Ial t ian kin!+. Tharna-Trai-Pidol;. reigned in Xieng S t n  shoflly aftcr 
the time when Phra Kumg. the so-called Coundcr of thc Siarnesc cr;~. constructed 
the city of Smz-Khalok on thc eastern hranrh of the Menam and thrcw off ~ h c  
voke of Cambodia. lhe son of Phra Kuang. 1%-a Soucharat. had cannons cast 
and fortified his capilal. ?'his was wisc k c a u s c  thc king of Xieng Scn iltlilc-kcd 
him and. dcspite thc help which the king nf X i e n  Mai. Phromavadi. lcnt to his 
cousin Phaya Soucharat, the latter was oblig~xl to suhmit t o  his encnly and to 
give away his daughtcr in mamiage. Thama:rrdi-Pihk extendcd his don~ in~ t ion  
over the whole kingdom of Phra Kuang. foundcd thc city of Phitsanouluk. to the 
south of Sang-Khaloli and. advanciny even runher. cstablish~d onc of his  suns ah 
king of lmphuri. a small dismnce away fmrn wherc Aluthia \rrould larcr arise. 
O n e  of his orher sons became king in Xicng I-Iai and succccdcd him on the throne 
of Xieng Scn. From this time on a series of wars smrted hctwecn the Siamese 
and the Laotians; lhese lasled scvcn geencrit~ivns. 

lt was difficult to attach a date. evun an appronimitc onc. to all these evcnts 
which onc can only see as  cpismlcs in the long and sustaincd stntgglc by thc Thai 
Noi or "small l'hnis", thc junior branch of the Laotian racc. to arrivc at 
intlcpendcncl. I%ra Ruang was brim. according t r ~  somc. in thc yuar 950 ol- thc 
Buddhist cra, but. according to others. in 1500. Thr: lattcr allrihutc 10 him ~ h c  
lilundation of thc era which was still in use in Ima, in Burma and in Siarn. itnd 
which k g a n  in 638 A.11.: in this slrugglc sustaincd by his sun ilgains~ rhc king of 
Xleng Scn. othcrs had the famous Buddhist apostlc Buddhaghow. who according 
10 Sin_ehalese chronicles lived in h e  tirst half of thc tifth ucnturq.. i~~tervcnc.  A11 
that onc could confirm. arnid so many utmrmdictions. was that the princcs whew 
names we have cited had exis~cd and t h a ~  \we wcre nut dzalinp hcrc w i ~ h  purcly 
legendary personalities as u=as h e  case in othcr tales. 

Wc stoppcd an hour or two close to the ruins of Xicng Sen. Thz dcstruc~ion of 
this city went back more than half a ccntury. A pritwi of wars followed tht  
rebellion of Xkng  Mai against Burma. This latter principality rosl up in 1774 
again51 the successor of Alomprah and invoked thc protection of Bangkok. which 
h d  replaced lZyuthia as thc capital of Siam. The rcadcr probably rcmcmhcrs that 
Ajruthia. foundcd by Phaya IJlhong in 1350, had been dcstroy~ul hy thc Burmcse 
in 1767. It was as  a result of this xbellion that thc Laotian starcs of the u p p r  
valley of thc Menam, Xieng hlai. M o n .  1;lphon. Muong Nan and Muone Phr 
passed under the domination of Siam. 



1:urther Travtls in I .;lo% and in Yunnan 

Nothing could lx swn ahve  the rill pr iss which had invadd  ~ h c  site o r  lhu 
old mcrropolis of northern I a o s  e x c e p  thc spirt of a thrri, almrst a s  big as thc 
onc thilt wc had visited in Vicnchan. Sornc partly ovc rpkvn  paths Icd away from 
thu hank and entered thc brush. We canlc u p n  some piles of bricks. stlmu 
over~urncd Buddha statues: faahcr away thew war a wcll-leveled spxc prcscrved 
fro111 thc cnurtxiching vegctalion by brick or ut~ncrc.~c t i  ling. Elscwhcrr: there 
werc sobme columns nf hardwood. on which Iraccs of gilding rvcrc still visible. 
The ilowirring tc~ps of wnle  f r u i ~  twcs that had gone wild again raw ahnvc the 
high p s w s  and indicated the position of the gardens in thc former city. 

It was terribly h o ~  duriny this visit to thc scattered ruins. Thc prasscs formed a 
sort of rnnviny hedge which hid lhc view on both sidcs of the r o d  ;ind fmm 
which came the hot and unhealthy odor that emanates fmnl Ihc jungles in  the 
middle of ~ h c  day. A short distance away thc tops of the teak lbrcsts. which 
covcrcd thc plain. lin~ited Ihu horizon in the west. Instinctively we wcnt that way 
to search fur clearer ternin. mom freshness and morc shade. when suddcnly the 
leaves of a grcat mango tree hcsidc us shook vivlcntly. At that rime. it war almost 
ivindless and this intermitlent rnovcmcnr surely had amlthcr cause than a suddcn 
gust of wind. Wc s w n  discovered w h a ~  it was: a rhinoceros pushing ithelfstmnzly 
against the lrunk rjf the tree and managing to set up an oscillating movcmcnt at 
h c  top of the trcc. which made the ripc fruit rain down all m u n d  the enomlous 
animal. Our arrival stopped it fm~n r d i n g  the meal t h a ~  il had so lahriously 
gained. As soon as it saw us. it tled across thc jungle and urca~cd a large passilpc 
h r r~ugh  rhe grasses. listcned a while to thc sound of its quick, hcavy fwtstcps 
gridually disappearing in thc depths of thc forest and none of u s  thought ahout 
pursuing the timid and inoffensive pachydcm. 

Wc. sct off again at two p.m.. The river. which had turned nor~hivard again. soon 
re-cnrered the mountainous zone from which it had e m c r p d  a while ago. Thu 
ncxt day the navi_gation hccame as diflicult a% during the worst days of our 
naviyation hetwecn Vicnchan and Xicng Cang. ?'he country was absolutely 
descrl~ul. On 17 June in the cvrning we camped on thc edges of a torrent close to 
which some peoplc from Xicng Mai.  returning from a n  cxpcdition in the 
ncighhtwing forests. had sct up  their camp. They wcrc occupied with shaping the 
\'ax lhat thcy had collected into u d c s .  The honeycombs were mcltcd ahovc a 
fire. subjcctcd to strong prcssurc and the liquid wax. freed from all impurities. 
ran into a mold in the shipr o r  a segment of a sphcrc. We hcrupht two (>I these 



CACS tn makc ccandlcs and we piid for thznl at the r a k  of onc tit-(11 or three 
Irancs F r  p ~ u n d .  

On 1 X Junc. we arrived at the foot r ~ f  rapids callud Tang Hn. which u f l ~ r c d  an 
insurn~ountahlc r>bstacle to navigation cln the river during this wason. A .r;rllrr had 
t n ~ n  consiruuttxl on thc right hank whiuh belonzcd to Xicng T l i g  and u=hich 
cmsequcntly was Hurmcw territory. The left hank was still Sianlcsc for a wry 
large distance up slwam. We had arrived a1 thc cxtlrmc cdgr oC the country in 
which our pissports assured us frcc circulation. From this rntllnent on. ~ h c  fate 
ofour journey dcpcndcd on unknown circums~lmnccs. The  reply to the lcttcr which 
had k c n  wnt to the king u l  Xieng Tong would not wach us Crw a week or two. 
Mr. dc  L a g r k  sent il I ~ t t c r  to the guvcrnor of Muong 1-im. a province c>C Xieng 
Ttmg. and C r c ~ r n  whose capital wc were now a shoa  distancc :~ivi-.ay. to inform him 
of the r q u e s t  that hc had scnt trl his sovurcigil and to r ~ y u e s t  frum him thc 
nlcans or transprkition n e c c s s q  to go up to 3fuo11g I .im. thtre to wait fur the 
kcis ion  that wiluld be takcn ahrlul us. 

In the n~eanlimc we installed oumlves  in thc .vtrlrr beside the Hurmcsc and 
Lao~ian travelers wcrc thcrc aircady: a ccnain cclmmttiizl activity was 
noticeable at this p o i n ~  and thc pack-riddle hulluck caravans which rnildc thcir 
s~t>pr)vcr there had lcft nurncrtlus traces in ~ h c  vicinity. Two p~incipal currents oC 
cachal ip  nlct Ihrrc: one. which t w k  plaw in h i t s .  brought thc nwcssary salt 
for luc;tl consumption from Luang I'rahang: the orher. which fi,llowcd ~ h c  
overland routc. hmught balls oC gamhicr Ifrom Lrrli.ur-rtr ~rrtrrbic Tran. 11r>ttc1 d 
mca nuts which wcrc pan of the uompr~sirir~n u i the  chewing k l c l  oCthr Liwtians 
oi the north. The trees whiuh providcd thcse twil pruducts k r a n l c  111uch r x e r  or 
cvcn vanishurl cc>~nplc~rly in this rcsirm. It was known rhai Fm~birr was an 
x \ t r i ~ ~ g c n ~  suhslance c x t m t t d  Irom the Icaves of a a~v oof the Ruhiaceac bmily. 
11 had bccn u s 4  Ibr r faw years in I<uroW lor d y c i n ~  and tiinnin: and thc cxpon 
of this conimudity from the single plr i  uf Singaplrc to the West rtxxhcd illr>rc 
than tM=cnry ~~li l l i rm kilogra~ns pcr year. For a lony t in l~ '  thc Chinese have used 
this suhsta~lce to dye silk and cottun cloths black and brown. C;. . ~ m  h' ~ c r  was an 
ohjcct of prime ncccssity fur thc !bF;llays who chcwed it  alonc or in comhini~tio~l 
with k t c I  leaves. 

From thr chief of Muong Lim. wc could frar a bland refusal lo wml i t  us cnlr); 
to his territory. Ihus. it was safcr to kwp thc boats and thc oarsmen which had 
hrrlu~ht us fmm X i c n ~  Khong until his answcr rcachcd us. 111 lhc ~ncanti~nc.  1 
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rcsolved to  ascend the right bank of thc rivcr a s  h r  as possihlc on foo~. We 
worlld lcavc the banks uf the Mekong to walk owrlwd.  Wr ignored the question 
of whcrc and whcn it would he possible to return to thc noble rivcr. 1:rlr my part. 
I attachcd a spccial importance to continuing to fullrlw its winding and bi~arre 
coursc. Since we h i  cntcrcd the region that had been left untouuhcd by fiurr~pran 
invcsti!ptions. cac-h rjf ~ h c  meanders of the Mekong thal I w i s  ahlc to add to my 
map was an important ycographical d i s c o v e ~ .  A constant prtwcupa~ion. from 
which nothing ctluld distract mc. cnded h' impohinp itseIf like an rlhscssion. 
Thus. I had ill1 obsession for thc Mukong. as  Dr. -1-horel had one for nzw spcuics 
of plants and Dr. Jouhcrt onc Cur ~raywracke  or for anthracitous stoncs. I was 
not awarc of how littlr distance I would urlvcr in a single day on unclextxl tcrrain 
i n i d  thc n w b  or hushcs c lus tcr~d on thc hanks of the river. and how littlc space 
thcy \vould wcupy on 1 1 1 ~  delinitivc Imp. I did no1 apply any mapping scale to 
this grallJ area ol-~raturc. thc unkntlwn sires of  which unfolded before nlc. Each 
s ~ c p  k c a m c  Inrlrc of a conquest over nly enemy: thc unknown.' Thus on 19 
June. very early in the morning. I left with my compass in my hand and a small 
packet or supplics on  my hack. The sky was allntlst owrr-;rst and promised lo 
sa\=c rnc from rhe burning retlections of thc sun on the rrlcky hcaches of the 
Mckong. I ~ravcrscd thc harrier of rocks. amid which thc waters rlT thc Tang Ho 
rapids roared. A ?;in$ winding passage. somi: thirly mctcrs wide, opened in this 
hclt of  stones. No raft could dcsccnd the current without crdshing; no h m t  was 
;thlu to ascend it without fillin? with water. even if pullorf by ropcs. But at high 
watcr. whun the river complctcly Fillcd the moat. which was ahout six hundrcd 
lllctcrs widc and cxtcndud k t w c c n  rhc two mountainous chains of hills formin: 
the hanks. this clhs~~c-lc ct>uld hc travrrwd and traffic by piro_euc h v a m c  a y i n  
possibtc. 

Crlntinuing my journcy. I noticed that the river t z n d d  rnrlrc and more to the 
~~r~r~h+s;lst and finally it wcmcd Lo dircct. itself towards the borders of China." 
that prtl~llisud land. at the gatus of which we had to wander for four lony months 
hetore we were able to enter it. 

Thc rivur. which was r ~ d u c c d  to a channel fifty to eighty rncters widc. left 
grc;lt  and hmks unc.tlvcrcd. interspersed with basins containing s~a,mn! hot u=ater 
and bizarrely shapcd rocks which wcrc dilticult to climb. Eveq-whzrc. thc hrcst  
clcarly markcd thc [limit or ~ h c  area prone to tlooding] and rramcd this hluc 
cxpi111sc with ;I preen rihhon of shirnmcrin retlecrions. ~ p k l c d  all ovcr with 



black and whitc spots. At the start of nl); cxuunion. I was ablc Lo walk on sand>= 
hcachcs along the vcrgc ol- rhc grcit trccs without h e i n  obliged eithcr to entcr 
thc u~lderzrowth. whcrc walking xvould h a w  been ttx) difticult. or tr,  walk in the 
waler. which would so~netirncs have hc-n too dccp. Thc landscape displayed a 
wildness full nl-grandcur. Thcn: were no traces of  hu~llan hahitation anywhere: 
the flecting traccs of fishcrs or nomadic hunters which till now lvc  wcre 
accu?itr~m~ul to mccting. evcn ill the rn(t?;t descrtcd p l x c ~ .  were cntircly lacking 
here. This causcd a slrangc impression of wondering and nuvtlty. My shadow- 
which thc r i s i n ~  sun sclmctinies Icnzthc~icd on the sand hanks or dcpictcd against 
thr n ~ k  walls, appeared to me to violate the virginity of this nature which was 

i~blc  to cwicapc the prnfanitions of man. l'hc noise of nly stcps appcarcd as 

dissonant in thc great harmony of ~ h c  forest and thc rivcr. Somctimrs I tricd to 
spck  out loud to ilttI?rm my ri_rht to cnjoy one or t h t  othcr and to cxpcl thc 
fiwination which rhis calm. grind solitudc cxcrted over RW and the silcncr that 
answered mc made mc. ashamed Tor urtcring such a vain noiw. Thc disc of thc 
sun had already a p ~ a r c d  ahovc thc line or trees which crowncd the tops of thc 
hills. Slowly uaturc woke up under the ranopy of the forcsl. Birds culr.bratcd 
with joyous chants the shafts of light suddenly penctriting thcir shadowy hideouts. 
The deer hcllowcd and elephants made [heir trurnpting cry heard. Like thc skirt 
oCnaturc a1 dawn. a light puff of wind ripplcd thc suriace of the watcr and shtwlk 
the tops of the big trees. I tricd to sort out all the nuies of this vaguc and melmlious 
uunccrt with an attentive car zlnd I \i-'atuh~ul the sky. the waters and thu forvst with 
a delighted eye. Thcy were still envc lovd  by a Iranspmnt h n x  ivl~ich the rdys 
of the sun cnlourcd pink bcfttre ddissipating it altogether. Suddenly. going round 
a n ~ k  which h m d  thr  path. I saw a young dcer drinking. ten stcps au=q from 
mc. I stopped and instinctively I .wmhed on my shrluldcrs for my rifle which 
was luckily hwnt. What would 1 have done with this kind of prnc and how= would 
I h a w  carrid it to the camp:' Thus I stnrd still. watching thc gracious anillla1 
mvor the limpid wdcr  with long _eulps. srnl~etirncs stopping to contemplate its 
rippling rcflcction which the harely tmuhlud waters wnr back. Atier a while ir 
raised its hcad. took a tell;. stcps on thc hank. saw me and-I k g  thc reader t c ~  

hclievc me-it came t a  me. It pricked up its ears and its fixed eyes tcstitied to 
unuitcrible astrmishmenl. which show& no s i p s  of dirliidencc or fear. In my 

turn, I hid a stranyc reelin9 and I held my hrrath to prnlong a s  lony as pss ih lu  
this inlimate mcctin2 with a creature o f t h e  forcst. it carnc to mc likc a creature 
out of Eden or ~ h c  enchantcd gardens oi Ar~nidc. in which. huu=cvur. 1 h a w  ncver 
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taken a stroll. The singular trust of this animal which confimcd to mc that man 
was absolutely unknown in these areas. c h a m c d  mc  and intirnidzlted me at the 
.same time. The deer stopped a pace away from mc and thc instinct of the hunter 
suddenly rising up. the idea came to me to grab it hy its horns. As fast as my 
movement was. rhc agile k a s t  shied away and disappeared in the hlink o fan  cyc 
into ~ h c  fnrcst, leaving me with the regret of having shor tcn~d by my irnpaticncc 
this fairy-talc meeting which lacked only a conversation to mikc  it like a fahlc 
out o r  La Fonhinc.' 

A littlc furthcr on. I had to engage in the toushest gyrnnaslics LO pass a son of  
promontory which jutted out into thc bLul of the river. It formed an ahsolurcly 
vcrlical wall which the watcr bathed with a current too strtmg Tor mu to think 
ahout slvirnming round it. Ilcnse vegetation covered ~ h l :  top of the rock and aftcr 
having ulirnhcd thc slippep slopes. 1 still had to force ;I dilliuult ~ ; ~ s s a ~ e  through 
the 1ian;ls and thc. thorny hramhIcs. I%rtunatel;v. nn the other sidc. a kautiful 
sandy k d c h  was I r ~ a t c d  hctwccn thc Corest and the river and pronliscd an casy 
walk for a whilc. 1 stoppcd a whilc tcj rest fmm the e~t'orts that I had just made. 
The calm. sha l l r~v  watur which Iappcd thc hank with a gentle wave invited to  hc 
pleasures of a hathc and I lct myself he scduccd by its promises. 1 had harcly 
srvum a lcw strt~kcs in h c  opcn walcr when t w o  elephants came out ot- the lircst 
and in their turn headed I'or thc river. When h c y  saw mc. onc of  them stopped 
and turned round and went hack. Despite the g o d  opinion that 1 have 01- thc 
character ot- these animals. I would havc l i k d  thc olhcr Lo follow his cnn~panion. 
Hut he did not do so. and alicr a ~nomunl hesitation. thc latter entered thc 
watcr. stretching out his trunk to nle and snifinp noisily. I did not know what to 
do: going back to the hulk whcrt thc forcsl and the n ~ k s  h m d  my way on two 
sides out rlf thrcc was pcrhaps Inore dangerous still than stayins in thc watcr. 
Thus 1 rcmaincd. making n ~ y s r l f a s  small as pnssiblc and carcl'ully watching thc 
nlovcrncnts ol'thc prohowidcan, rcady to brace myself against the cum-nl. riskin: 
k i n g  uarricd down. quitc Far fmm my clorhes and my notcs. if thc animal ltnlkcd 
like ga t ing  t w  closc. I Ic was colrlr~ul a magnificent brown. His greal height and 
thc s i x  of his tusks prr~vcd that he had long since reached thc znd of his grnwh. 
Hc wilC1cd inlo thc ivatrr up to his k11y and k g a n  to spray his hack with his iru~lk. 
We \V;.LW solnc twcnty mctcrs 3waj= from r x h  other and he constantly hcld his 
little gray cycs fixed 011 mt. strttuhinz his trunk in my direction from time to 
[i~llc. But suvn hu appcmd to tw: havinz so much fun p u r i n e  walcr over his body 



that he sccmcd ilot to makc much of my prcsencc. Littlc-by-li~tlc. 1 approached 
the hank where Iny thine5 were dryine in the sun. I thrcw them ovcr my shouldcs 
and quickly continued my walk, sometimes t h r r w i n ~  a rurlivc g l m c  back to my 
bathing companion. The latter did not cven bothcr to turn to scc which direction 
1 tool; and for a long timc I could w c  thc jets nf watcr [hit hc launched into the 
air falling like rain sparkling in the rays of thc sun. 

By norm. the bank or the river had dctinitely h-c-omc a hish vcnical wall. 
covered as always with tanylcd vegctatiun. I h id  h ~ n  marching for six hours. I 
was rwercome with Fa~igue. the sand and the n ~ k s  had w a r m ~ d  up in thc rays of 
the sun. dcspite thc numerous cl<>uds that soficn~ul its prlwcr. My lrakcd fcct 
wcrc swollen and hlcedinp. M y  lovc of geography yielded lo huupcr. I took a last 
ohstrrvatiol~ ot- thc rivcr. selectcd a shady p l x c  on the rivcr hank and opcncd thc 
packet of provisions the cook had given mc when I lefr: riuc. instead of  bread. 
md a roast chickcn wcrc the crmtcnts. The w a ~ c r  of the r iwr  was nM far. 1 had a 
mcal that gave mc-with my n p ~ t i t c  sharpnr-d by a long march-mow plcisurr 
than the mast mouth-waterin$ Ccast in thc civiliird world. hl one o ' c l t ~ k .  1 
rctraccd my stcps. It was siesh Bmc. The wind had fallen and the heat had huctlme 
suCCwating. Ihu: banks nf thc river. busy since morn in^ with the animals that 
came to quench thcir thirst when they wokc up, werc dcscncd again. The torest 
was silent. Thc wild inhahitants retired into the deep-st of these frcsh rctwats. 1 
ivas alone t o  brave the heat of the day and I mechanically followed ~ h c  maces of 
nly tkct imprinted in thc sand and m i x d  with thc imptinth ot- dccr of all kinds. 
wild h m r  and zlcphant. I would have likcd to wipc away [his drjuhlc iurrow lcft 
by my pasuse. whirh appared to shin this hemliful place. This wlira* landwqx 
ol- the Mckong. one of thc last that I wrts to see. has rclnained dwply enpravcd in 
my rncrnory. 

It was night when 1 rctumcd to the ramp. The slory h a t  I tnld ahout uly day lo 
the huntcrs in the Commission madc their mwlhx water. 1 a ~ r c ~ d  t o  conduct 
them to this El Doradr, whcrr: deer cwld he taken with bare hands. the next day. 
It was ntlt without rcmorsc that I hctraycd thc hospitality that I had reccivcd and 
thc pc.accrul. almost friendly, reccplion that the dcniwln had ~ i w n  me. Rut l u u k i l ~  
our numkr- -we wrrc a party of thra. or four--and our convcrsitions-c spoke 
loudly-gave ~ h c m  warning. Mvrcover. we IcCt too late to surprise them at their 
carly olorning watcrinp-holes. This new excursion was not a huntinz l imy but a 
srn~ll  that was in~ilrrupted by a torrcn1ial rain shower. 
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In the cvcning of the same day. twelve pack-saddle h u l l c ~ h  anived at thc srrlcr. 
They had k c n  put at our disposal by the governor of Mut~n? Lim. ?he n ~ d s .  
which had k e n  badly aHcctcd by the rains, and the very stcep hills that w had to 
climb whcn leaving camp permitted us to load them only lightly. Ikspitc all the 
reductions in luggage. our instrurncnts and our hartcr goods still fvrmcd loads 
for sornc twenty bullrlcks. That was thc number that wc had requested. The eight 
hcaslr of burden still lo come. would not arrive until the evening of hc next day. 
thcy said. Mr. de Lagkc resolved to leave early ncxt morning with all the other 
menhers of thu Commissirm. U'c finally rclca~od the boats fnlm Xieng Khong. 
which had been auaai~ing the outcome of the negotiations with Muong Lim for 
three days. 1 had to stay in the srrlrr with two Annamites to guxd  the rest of our 
luggape until ~ h c  arrival of thc right pack-saddle bullocks that were promisrd. 

I wailed fortyeight hours. durinz which the rains continued with such force 
t h a ~  [he waters of the river climhcd more than three meters and flooded the 
ct,lumns which supported the scrlrr itself. 1 learncd that most or the bullocks 
wcrc so exh;lustcd during this shon section nf thc expedition's journey that their 
loads had been rcdis~ributed among  he porters. They needed fivc hours to cover 
 he distance of fourteen kilomclcrs betwecn the srrlti and Muong Lim. It was an 
indication of the difficulties that we were going to face in the rust 01-our joumcy 
overland during  he rainy suson. They scnt me twenty mcn instead of h e  eigh~ 
bullocks that I cxpefted. 1 dividcd the remainder of the lugy_rc among them and 
on 23 June 1867 I joined thc expedition again. 

When we had traversed the t w  or three small chains of hills hrdering thc 
river. among which ran small brooks whrse beds we u.wd as roads during mosl 
of this section. wc found ourselves in a g m t  plain watered by thr Nam Lim. and 
in which thc .W~mng with this name was sitcd. The Yam Lim was rather a big 
river which we crossed in boats: it seemd 10 come from a lake situa~cd closc 10 

the dividing line between lhc waters of thc Mekong md the Salween. 

The Commission's camp was situarcd at one end of thc village. It was a long 
house s~ilts. insidc which stood some field-beds. Thc construclion of 
huts on stills, which nisc   he floor ahc~vc _eround. was 125s general hcrc. There 
was a _grcal throng nf p p l c  already anlund our housc and I had wmc difficulty 
getting in. 



Chapter 2 

A stuj in Muong Lin-The low rrsources of tize 
e-rpedifion- -The marker of M ~ o t ~ g  Ijnz 

.Muong Lim was a big village. encin-lud by well-estdblishud rice-fields. whcrc 
cvery five days a big market tuok place. The high value of the goods indicated 
important tradc rcla~ions. There wcrc many English textiles on display. Wc could 
not help admiring the ability and practical sense of our rivals in the e x p r t  field. 
They had created special pnwlucts for Indochina with the colors prcfcrred by the 
locals and the patterns that wcrc most appropriate to their liking. Pictures of 
pagdas and other Buddhist ilems were dispkdyd in the background of all these 
textiles. which had exactly the same length and width as those of local 
manufacture. i.e., beforc the introduction of European prtducts. When will wc 
have as much foresight. au much attention 10 rulure interests in France to try to 

capotl our products also, instead of considering only ways or dumping thc rcjocts 
of our hctories? 

Chinese customs in relation ro moncy were i n  use. Money was only a 
commodity that was weighed and then exchanged against othcr commodities. 
We had to have our rira1.s melted down and cast into rhe shape of the ingots usod 
in the country. Thcsc ingots were retailed by subdividing them into picucs of 
variable sizes using a hammer and chisel. W'e had to chain one of thosc small 
pairs of Roman scales with three Icvcrs and three different gradations which 
serve for the making of payments and which the inhabitants of thu country. 
following thc example of the Chinese, always rarricd on them. Wc have to add 
that there were not two of thew instruments [hat looked perfectly alike and that 
a merchant always carried two ofthem, one for sclling. and the othcr for buying. 
The douhlc usage of the H u m s c  and the Chincsc weights increawd the confusion 
and Fdvored misunderstdndin~s which crafty people knew how to profit from. An 



h ~ n c s t  nyall was ;~lwa\;s d u p d  in thcsc dubious transactions and ivc wcrc nlicn ill 
that caw. 

Ihc p)pul;ltion of Muung I.im was less tiniid than in Siilrnesc I a l s  of rhc 
south. and thmngcd a r o ~ n ~ d  us. as much rlut of curiosity as from se1C-intcrcst. 
\Vc wcrc made the most oncrous r~lrcrs of scrvicc. The low priccs to  which wc 
wcrc aciccustr~mud m;dc us consider thc priccs quotud by the locals cvcn morc 

cnorhihn~.  The absence oC all Frlvcmmcnl protection had lcfr us at thc mercy of 
all this g r c ~ d i ~ ~ c s s .  TO nur dismay. we pun-civd that we wcrc going to he fl~u'ccd 
scvcrcly and  hat the pcwr cash h l x  of the expedition would no[ s u p p r l  such 
harsh attacks for very long. .lb all the privaiir)~ls [hat we already had to ovcrcumu 
rahcrs would he addcd. Ifonrinz us] tu make savings on our fo td  ilsc-lf- at a tinlc 
when thc iatiguc: wc had to cndurc and the sorry statc oC r)ur hcalth nyuircd a 
morc substantial dict. 

Two olliccrs wcrc suriourly ill: Mr. Thorel was affected by an illness of t h ~  
digustivc tract: Mr. I)rlaporzc had ulccrs on his feet which thc hitcs of lcwhcs 
and a journey underlaken through waking terriiin had aggrauatcd to the point 
whcrc he wits no I o n g ~ r  able 10 walk. Wc had to think about carrying him on our 
next march. -1hal was a serious prclblem on an ovcrland journey. hy roads that had 
hcccl~l~c ia~p;lsw;ahlc for ~ h c  bullocks. 

To all thcsc worries was added ~ h c  unccnainty regarding our progress Itowards 
kntlwinp] the intentions of  ~ h c  king of Xieng Tong. The delay in his ruspcmw 
foreshadowed difficulties and WAS 10 cause hold-ups which would always involvc 
ta tm expenses. "Wc are not cvun rich L ' I I O U ~ ~  any rnurc." 1 i w s  tc~ld by C~jill~l~il~ldcl. 
dc LagrGc. "to buy off one r~i'thcsc liitlc chieftains. whosc gotd or  had will citn 
nuke  or hwak our journty. By being ; ~ r  economical as possihlc. we rnily hold out 
tivc or six months mow. IIowcvcr. then we will hc shrinz ruin in thc lhcc. Oh. if 
thcy had only aIlottud us Iwcnty thnusand francs morc!"' 

Ncvcrthcless. wc hid our povcrty under a pmud k x i n s .  always hoping for 
some happy circums~ancc which kvould open ;l c ~ d i l  linc with srmc Iriclldly 
dtspmt for us. and wc c u r d  thu pc1111y-pinching of thc governor of Cr~hinchi l l i~  
who had so  poorly rnatchcd our rcsourccs with thc irnpr~mncc of the journey 
and p lxcd  six dedica t~d plyjplc in i t  prxition whcrc. CCK thc want ul'a few thousilnd 
trancs. thcy had to usl. thcir CIICI-gx their dcvoiion and thcir inttlligcncc to achicvc 
nuthing. N'c. did not douh~-as h;ipwnctl latcr-that the day rvc had tr) bo~.rtnv in 
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thc Ilainc 01-thc I'rcnch go\=cmmcnt. thc lattcr ~ = n u l d  hxrcn  to h o ~ i r ~ r  onr s i ~ n a ~ u r c .  
But. luckily- wc wcrc not yrl reduced to h c g g i n ~  o r  borrowing (rum thc Icral 
au~horitics and it would br cc>mprornising our d ipni~y and the succcss oC our 
negc>~iations with thrnl lo allow them a ~ l i m p s c  oi our shc>na_rcs. 

Cc>malilndcr dc l q r 2 c  had paid visit l o  thc yvcrntbr of Muclng I.im. an old 
man of wve~lt>=. u=ho was waitilig h r  instructions from Xicng Trmg ;IS lo what 
kind ofrclations hc. had to csti~blish with us. As rcscrvcd as his r~vcption was. hc 
u1c;lrly silw hlr. dc I-aprk a s  tht  cnvuy 01- a pjwcrful sovcrcipn: a guard was 
placed artwnd us and our lodgings wcrc madc. as  conlfclrtablc as possihlc.. Some 
Muon= musicians cvcn camc to wwnadc us and tcst rwr gcncrosity. Mr. Iklaporle 
h;a alwady ~ i v c n  sc~mr nrltlcs on Ialrltian music clscwhcrc. I myill nor rcturn to 
this point: 1 will contcnt ~rly?icll-with saying that thc principill singer had apicasmt 
v0ic.c and that thc livcly and vcy- rhylhmic tunc which he u=:irhlc.d did scuni to he 
rather musing. lIis ct)~np;lnians rcpmtcd a v c q  short refiain after cach of thc 
vrrscs of the sttloisl 1. providing a chorus. sung ] with rcrnarkahlc unison. 

The ncw [(c~cialj lypcs who appeared at this pcrirdical ritarkct furnished rlthcr 
clhjccts hr study and ohscn=ation. I hilvc illready outlined the nuw chh;lrctcristics 
[ w t  had obscn;.cd in j ~ h c  I-aotim race. . . since wc rcachcd Lumy Prdbanp. I havc 
pmvidcd an idca r)C thc nativc r;lcz\ who. undcr the namcs of Khmou and Lrmct. 
populatr thc rivcr vallcy l i u ~ n  Paklay to Xicng Tons. In Muonp Linl wc mct with 
olhcr nativrs who had a vcry distinctive appxxmcc and ;I niust picturt'squc drc-ss. 
Thcsc wcrc thc Mou-tseu. Thcy havc alrcady h e n  descrihcd by MncLctJd. 
Colonel Yule sugycsted that their namc m i g h ~  hc thc sanw ax t h ~  oC thc Miao- 



Further Travels in Laos and in Yunnan 

tscu who inhabited certain districls or the Chinese provinces of Y u n n i ,  S2- 

tchoucn and Kouy-tcheou today and who had not heen assimilalcd or even 
complc~ely subjected by thc Chinusc. Wk had not sccn cnough hliao-twu to 
asscss whcther this likeness could hi: well-founded. Ho\vcvcr. i~ would be all the 
more interesting to scc if ~ h c  Miaetseu were the only population of Uaucxsian 
origin that had survived without mixing amid the inucssantly rcncwed tloods of 
Mongol invasinns.' 

lhc Mou-tszu displayed an invcntivcncss and a complexity in thuir drcss that 
tvc had nut met before in Indr~China. The numerous tinscl-hung trxliles which 
cr~vcrcd thuir bodies gave thcm sornc rcscmblance ro the Bohemian tribcs or the 
inhabitants of certain dislriuts clC Brittany. l'he hainins [hcad-drcssesj of thc 
wtlmcn were most original: they were composed nf a wrics of bamboo rings. 
utlvurcd with twisted straw and cr~utcd  on top of the hcad. The brill1 of this son 
of hat was udorncd with silvlrr balls which danglcd in lionr. A h v e  this thcrc 
were two rows of white glass pearls: on the left side hung a tuft of white and rcd 
cotton threads nut of which cimc a cord formed by strings of nlulticolored pearls. 
Flowers and Icavcs further adorned these [hcad-drcsses] which were suhjccl to 
the a g r c a ~  variety ofnloditiciinns. ?kc women worc a closely fitting outfit, Ihc 
sleeves and skirts or which were embmidercd w i h  while pearls with a blur on 
the bus1 and a vcry short skirt which did nut reach to the knees. l hc i r  Icps wcrt 
covercd in light-lilting gaiters which started at the ankle and covercd ~ h c  whrllc 
calf. Thc yaitcrs were also adorncd with a string of' pearls down thc middle of thc 
Icg. Thc dress was completed by car-pcndants orcolored pearls or made rlT blowu- 
silver halls. I~racelets. hclts. hangers and cross-belts which uonsistcd of shells 
and of Chinu* coins with squarc holcs inscr ld  in the belts. crossing over t h t  
bust. The men wnrc turbans. a pair of short. widc trouscrs and a jacket with silvcr 
buttons. The costume of hl th wxcs was completed by a sofl rlT coat made of 
leaves in the form or a h a l f q c n e d  hook which was attachcd to the neck and 
which you pulled ovcr plur hcad as ;I portable sheltcr when it raioed. When thc 
women carricd loads they used a wooden plank which was placed on lhcir 
shouldrrs and had an indcn~ation Tor the neck. and to which was attached the 
basket containin9 thc clhj~x-ts to be carried. In front. this plank was held in p l x c  
by mpcs ;~tt;lchcd to thc k11 ur which thc womcn held in the hands. 

Somc of these natives had long hair plaited inlo pig-tails likt the Chinese. 
Their language diffcrrd profoundly 1-mm I .antian. I t  had h m h .  whistling stlunds 



which distinguished it vcry msily from the other languages of southern Indo- 
China.  They had spccial chiefs. wcrc very superstitious and no1 very 
cornmunicarive. They come. they say hcmselves. from bcyond hluong Lim. Mr. 
h l a p o n c  had all thc  rouble in the wi..clrld in drawing a Mou-tseu woman and only 
after she had been givcn some small objects and moncy was she prcparcd to 
rcmain still for a fcw moments. The comical unrcst. which we wcrc able to read 
on hcr face. indicated that she hc l ievd herself to bc iq the prc-wncc of some 
caskr of spells who might play a  bad trick on hcr. 

On 28 June, the zclvcmor o f  Muong Lim finally came ro our camp to 
communiuate the answcr of Xieng .Tony to Uomrnandcr de La@. It was 
favorable. King Khrmanta of IbunekabouIy authorized us to c n p z c  men and 
hats on his territory and to continue our journey in thu valley of thc rivcr. He 
infonncd us that if wc wanted to go lo  Xieng Tons. it would hc necessary to 
rcqucst a new authorization. This lc~tcr  was in Lu characters and it kgan 
with an extremely long enurneralion of titles. Ncvcnheless. it rcminded us that 
thc kingdom nf X i n g  Tong o r  Khcmarata ' paid ~ribute to Muong Kham-Angvii 
(the Golden kfumg: An). 

The rneswngcr p v c  us some interesting details of the debatcs rhat our request 
had sparked in the myal council. Hr had stayed four days in Xieng Ton2 during 
which time he had k e n  sent back and forth he tw~vn  the first and .wcond king and 
from  he latter to the Burmese uhicf responsihlc ror reprer;entin_r the court of 
:\via to the lcral sovereign. This official. whosc existence Commander de 1-agriur 
had ignored. had wilhoui doubt hccn v c x d  that among the giks. sent hy the chief 
ot- the I:rcnuh mission. thcrc had been nonc for him and hu had put up sump 
opposition to hc authorization for h e  passage which we had h ~ n  granted. Thc 
messenger had tried to cxoncrdr: Commander de L a g r k  for this lack of _rifts, 
alleging his ignorance of thc prcscnce of a Burmese officer in Xicng Tong. "Why 
do thew p p l e  prescnl ~hcmselves as pnwcrful and Icmcd when thcy ignore 
such thinss?" answered thc agent of Ava. Ncvcrtheless. thc king had cnuntcrcd 
his resistance by asking him: "Why do you rcar them? T h q  number only sixteen 
and m:c n u m b  thirty nr  fony thousand. Do you k l i e v r  rhey will defcat us? 

The chief of thr expedition immediately rcqucs~ed the ncccssary means or 
trmsportdion fmnl Muon2 Lim lo  continue our i t inene .  W c  frlllor\,ed the vallcy 
of the river. heading north-cxl. That was thc shortest way to rcach Xieng IIong 
or AlCv);. thc homeland o r  our interprckr and the city where in 1837 hlackod 
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had cndcd hih juurncy. It was situatcd on the right hank of thu river. at 17 dcgrccs 
of latitudc north. On t he way. hcsides ~ h c  tcmtu5- of X i c n ~  Tc~ne. wr had trl pass 
t h r r ~ ~ ~ h  the ~ c r r i ~ o r y  of  Xieng Kheng or Muons Ytu. another Laotiiln prrlvi~~cc 
that paid tribute to Ara and the govern(# of which. who was a younger hrothcr of 
the king of Xicnp Tong. rcccivcd the title of king threc or four );cars ip. 

Dcspitu the aurhorizatinn which had bccn given by thc king or Siung lbnz.  the 
local ~lulhoritics gave us v e e  little hclp when wc  discuswd ~ h c  utt~lditions of 
cngiagetncnt of our l u g g q c  porters: had to yicld tu all the dcmands 01' thc 
locals. 

:\I no price wcrc w(: able to c o n v i ~ ~ c e  thcrn to c m y  Mr. Dcli~pr,r~s. ~ v h o  \\!a> 
unable to walk or  Illnun1 a h u r . ~ ,  in a harnolock. Carrying a11 ill persun was to 
cnpnsc oncsclC to ~ h c  same disease. said the inhhita~its .  "1 shall complain to :\va 
&out this kick or support." said Mr. de I-agrCc. "%'rite to who~n you want." rcplicti 
thc governor. "I can't do mylhing at all ahrlut this." And surely. those adminislcrcd 
Icd (hcir administra~ors nloi-e than the adrl~inistratc>rs Icd them. Our Tagals and 
hnnamitcs had to carry Mr. Ik-laportc: sr>l~lt. uf thtw. who wcrc na!t~mIIy rtthcr 
wcak. wen. struck down with fcvtr at prcscnt. Hcfon. ledving. wc cnded by h a v i n ~  
our csutln do a fir in^ exercisu lo reducu our arnn~unitions and. at IIIC samc timc. 
to h;~vc the range and precision rjl- our arms ;idrnircd. 

On 1 July wc s a  off on the nmd to 1'ali.o. At thc kginninp  of our jrwmcy- wc 
had to trawl over ;l v i s ~  cxptnw of newly worked ricc-ticlds cl~circlrd by nmt1w 
banks. partly dcstmycd by thc rain. in which wc otien cndcd halfway up to our 
k n ~ v s  in mud. LYc fordcd the Narn MnuY. m afiluunt of rhe Yam Linl. with thc 
warer up to our k l t s .  Bcyond thc ford there was a small village. I h i~d  slaycd on 
rhe hank of thc rivcr to assis1 in the passage of Mr. Iklarnflc and t o  order his 
portcrs who. king all rdther short of slaturr. had to fight against 11 strong crlrrc-nl 
and prevent thc hammuck from hciny suhrncrgcd in the watrr. Thc urc3ssinz 
cornplcted wi~hclnt pmhlerns. we prepared t o  p s s  through the \ ~ i l l a ~ e  10 join lllc 
head d t h c  convoy which was Car ahcad. whcn somc ltwals rushud tn rnccllts and 
told us to change our i t inerq- .  I tirst thought that u:c had ma& an crrvr and that 
they wint~ui  to wt us h x k  on thc right rrlad. but I soon cd~wwcd. I h m  thcir 
womcd hers and mcnacing zcscurcs. thnt this demonstration was directed itpinst 
lhc ill pur..irm. kvhnsc prcscncc in the v i l h ~ c  had to hc avoid~ul x< it was a had 
omcn. My indignation and that of thc men or the  escort. who surround~d me. was 
cxpresscd in a very encrgrtit- way MI that t h q  h r c d  not insist Ct~nhcr. 111 parliuular. 
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Plate 7 The  elcon con?^" nf n sick per.w>n i r i  o Lnotion villcr,ge (rlrau1in,q I7.v 

E. Rrij'rrr-(1, ~ J C I S P I ~  ot? ( I  . ~ k ~ t c h  I?! L. D~lr~por t r , ) .  

our rifles and rcvcllvers f'i~mished our arguments with an irresistible eloqucncc. 
Wc passed through the villago without filrthcr incident. 

Reyond this. the forest and less dill'icult roads hcgan. In the cvening we stopped 
at Ban Nam Kun, ha lhny  to Palko, in the house of a monk whish served as thc 
tcmple. If the inhahitnnts of this region were intolc.r:~nt ant1 grcctly, the pricsts, 
howcvcr. practicccl hospitality towards foreign visitors in the most exemplary 
way. As far as wc were conccrned. they never hat1 to regret this and we always 
rnnde cvcry effort to adapt ourscl\les to all the exipcncies of thc rcligion and 
nevcr joined in its ceremonies. The li~rmi~lities to which we wcrc constraincd. 
hecnusc wc stayed in sacred plaocs, piit very little [inconvcniencel in our way. 
The only precautiiln to which clur hosts seenicd to hold firmly consisted in never 
killing an anirnal in ~ h c  grounds of the pagoda. Consequcnlly. Pedro. our cook, 
went farlhcr away to twist the necks of the chickcns arirl ducks that ;iclorncd our 
table. Ciilis, 3s much adapted to tlic visible nccds of thc tcmple or its priests ar; 
possible. rcwarded (hen1 generously for their hospitality 2nd illmost nlwilys thc 
gratitude shown to us proved that i t  w:ls not we whu remained indebted. 



The ncnt day. 2 July. after five hours r)f very difticult march amid the small 
Forested hills, intermptcd by brooks and swamps mlons which the palh was utien 
lost. we arriwd at Paleo. where wu insrallcd o u r d v e s  in a new pigtda. pleasantly 
located closc to thc cdge rlf the Nam Kay. a small affluent ill- the Ca~nbrd ia  rivcr. 
The whole afternoun was devoted tn weighing our thc salarizs of our porters. 
Each ul-them demanded that w c  use thcir wciehing scales and put our patience to 
a tough test. Thc thirty h1omctcr:rs thal we had traversed from Muons Linl cost 
us ahout onc hundrcd and lifty lbncs.  With this tariff. wc would not go f5r and 
wc decided on a ncW wduction of the luggage. RUI. instcad nf giving away our 
effccts. as in Luang t3r;ihang. wc sold them: a coat was traded for two chickens. 
a pair of Imuscrs for a duck. n cotton vest fur a cucumkr.  \Vc rcwlvcd to c q  

our own arms. to abandon thc small martrcsws which had so  far shicldcd us 
from crlntacr with thc b;ue p u n d  and t o  m a n a ~ c  henuuCurrh with our covers as 
bedding and camping par. 11us  we ~ d u c e d  our luggage l o  thiny quirc mmgc';lble 
packages, of which the medicines. the instmnlents. the arn~l~unirion and the money 
F o n d  the most cnnhiderahlc parl. We slill had abut ten thousand tkanus in 
silver. weighing tifly kilograms. Although wr: had divided it into two pxkagcs. 
thc volume or these. IW small relative to its weight. atvactcd much altcntinn 
as C) rcquirc spocid surwillancc by onc of the men of thc cscorl on thc mad. 

Palto was a small place on the right bank 01- thc rivrr. Naturally. I would meet 
 his old acquaintance again: the Mckong river ran thcri: in a plain in which it 
cxpandcd at its eaw. compx;lblc lo ~ h c  mosl hcruautilirl arcas of Lower Laos. 
t i o w e ~ c r ,  apart from some lishcr~nen's boats. il continued ro hc absolutely 
descrlcd as a commc.rcia1 mute. The lefi hank still klcmged to> Muong .Van and. 
con?icquently. to Siani. It was four or fivu milt?; highcr up that a small river. [hc 
Lam Si. fnrnmed thc h r d c r  betwell  the Siarncsc and Burrnc\e tcrritr>rics. 

A l l i ~ a ~ o r s  were ahundant on the hanks elf the rivcr and we wcrc hmugh  a ccn~in 
numhcr of rhc eggs d thcsu reptiles. Thu locals wcrc not ah>\;. using thew in 
thcir culinary cndeavurs. Whzn this new dish appared on our ~ahle.  it rcsultcd in 
an almost gcneral distaste and dislikc. I atwnipted 10 ovcrcomc the prcjudiuc 
which always attauhcs t o  unknown f d  and 1 hnvcly rupturcd ~hc. fat cnvclopc 
of the* iee_e_rs shells. Thi: conknts. uniformly yellowish in color. hprc.;1d 
on my plate.. I tastcd it, hiding my apprehensions undrr a Finn counlenance and 
hopin2 that 1 would be imitated. I quickly declared that it was a dcliuious fuodstul-i. 
Indeed. thc Ilnur-like and w f ~ i s h  taste of this thick liquid contained nothing 
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disqrcvahlc. NL'V~IIIICICS?~. TIIF cxil11lp1~ having pcrsuad~ul nuhtdy. I rcnoancrd 
this pastrnnomic cxpcrilmcc. 

In Pal20 we lound anotl~cr typc of nativc. thc Kha Kho. whose appxaranur 
rcsen~hlcd th t  Chincst t y w  infini~cly mow than thc Annarnitc tyw. Thcy had 
short hair. cxccpt fur a ti~il h=hich thcy ntllcd in ;I black turban a h r n c d  with sill-er 
rings. I'he dress of thc womnl  vllri~d litllc horn lhat rlf thc hinu-twu \vhom wc 
mcl in hluong I-im. Only the married women had thc rizhr to wrar a hairdo [hcild- 
drcssl. II was c s ~ c i a l l y  m;ale for thc person whr> was i ~ s  owncr and from the day 
of marriayc. the worncn and Ihc (head-drcssl were ncvcr s c p r a ~ c d :  thcy wcrc 
intcrrcd in thc same tnnlh. The Kh;l Kho posscsscd 3 g ~ a t  numhcr ot silver 
oh-jcc~s which h id  k e n  chisclcd with grc;~t task. They evcn had p i p s  mdc r)C 

this mclal. depicting quite eracinus subject>. They rcfuwicd to serve as our portcrs. 
wying t h a ~  thcy fcarcd thc hcavy burdens. and thc authoritics of Pa1i.r). prohahly 
won ovcr to our side with gifts. did not insist with 1ht111. Instcad. wa cngagcd 1-u 
pmplc t r ~  thc ncxt strlpvcr. Sicrnlip. 

Commander dc  Layrec scnt his intcrplrtrr. :216vy. accompanied by twt, 
Annamilcs. one of myhorn was the ~crgeilnt. a solid and dutcrrnincd man. ahcad lo 

this placc to inform thc 1tral authoritics nt- our c o n l i ~ ~ g  arid to rcqucst them to 
wnd a Ictlrr trj thc king of Xirng Khcng. to \vhr)~li Sicmlip was sub-jcct and with 
rvlion~ wc had 10 takc similar slcps tho= that we had tilkcn with thc kine oC 
Xicry Tong. his hrothcr. This timc Mr. dc  Iiigr6e was cxeful  no1 lo f o r g ~ l  thc 
Bur~llcsc ol'licial who was s~;ltir~ncd in Xicng Khcng to wiltch the I r ~ a l  princu. in 
his distribution c>C gifts. 

A1i.v~ IcCt on 5 July. Wc would hiwe l ~ l l o ~ v ~ d  hi111 thc nuxt day had it not k c n  
Cor the rains which siwllcd onc ot thc torrents wt: hiid to travcrsu st) much that 
we wi'rc unahlc cvcn to allcrnpt i ~ s  prlssapc with nlen laden with h;lgyagc. The 
seventh having paswd withoul rain. rhc watcrs rcccdcd and we continued our 
joumcy on thc mornin: oC thc eighth. A1 night we had to sleep in thc frmst on 
 he bi111ks of il torrent rvhcru wc ur)nstruutcd a shcltcr of Icaves 10 protect 11s 

apainst the showers which would no1 fail to tmuhlc uor sleep. Ooc of t hc~n  WLS 

so heavy rh;n it srwn broke doow thr: li-ail layer of Icaws that rcpcllrd it and wc 
were inundated undcr our covcrs. That. how=cvcr. m=as not {he main rcawn lor 11c~ 
being able to sleep: besides the 1irgir)11s r>C luc.chcs and mrlsquitocs. inscpri~blc 
compilnions o l  thc trivclcr in the fowst d u r i n ~  this wason. the placc that w n t d  
as our strjpnvcr was infested with innur~~srahlc win& f l u s  which crcpt into clur 



walp and ciluwd thc 111ost ucutc itching. F ~ r l y  the ncxl r~lorning wc \v~I'L' only 
ten) hippy to mtwc nut 01- this unroivard retugc and lo hreathc an air Icss infcs~cd 
wilh ~IISCCIS on the mild. 

Thc wgirln travcrw-d. which had hu.n tlat thc prcu-cdiu_r day. now hccarnr. 
moun~airlous: thu fttrcs1-cc~vrrcd slopes. that we climhcd and dcwc~~d iu l  in turn. 
sorncti~ncs worc a m;lyliticent appearance which worry allti frl~isuc prcvcntcd us 
Crr>111 c ~ ~ j o y i n g  a s  it ~ncritcd. llcn: aild thcrc.. sons flanks were covcrcd with 
ct>t!un plantations. On the highcsl plalzaux. thcn. sprang up ii-clls. the limpid 
wdtcr of which ran undcr flowcriag grassland. We ended aftcr live hours of 
marching in the plain of Sicrnlip. where K=C ayain had a splash anlid thc ricc- 
lirlds. somc of which wen. nrwly planted. Vte foulld Aldvy and ourtwu Annarni1i.5 
ins~alled in the papurla of the vi1l;lye. busy orymizing our kitchen. Thq had alrrady 
k e n  able lo fill our storuror>m by a brilliant feat. In thc fnrcs~.  during ~llcir  
jour~ley from P a l h  tto Sirrnllp. a big dccr had hccn slain by a tiger unddcr their 
yen;. cycs. Wi~hout Ictting this double and sudden ;Ippe;lrancc uonfuw thcrn. .lZICvy 
and thc Annamitc hergrant had imrl~cdiatcly fired. less wirh ~ h c  intc~riion ofh i~t ing  
the fcnlcious beast which. if wounded. would have hcc-rlmc dn~lgerous. h u ~  rather 
lo t r i~htcn  it. Thc doublc dzlonation indccd wnt it flwinp and the hunlcrs hild 
hrcn ahlc to finish off thc still throbbing deer withnut inlending to. Reins u~rllhlc 
to considcr taking cvce-thing. thcy dc~achcd the hindquarters and. amving in 
Sicml3p. thcy had saltcd it. Thus w Crwnd rnrselvc:~ in charge of a wnistln supply 
which would take c i  cof our nwdr  iitr several days. 

On the eighth. the cvcning of our arrival in Sic~lllSp. thc village authorities had 
scnt Crlnlnlandcr dc  Lagrk ' s  lcttcr trl Xieng Khcns. The conlrnandcr rcqucstcd 
permission lo  depan for  his city withrlul waiting for a reply. basing his rcqucst 
on ~ h c  a_grcement o r  the king of Xien? T U I I ~ .  which evidently implied the conscnl 
of his younger hmthcr. After some hesitations. thc chicf oC the v i l l a ~ e  ~ r t u s c d  
and we could do nothiog hut patiently await thc rcsult uf this ncw step. The statc 
of heal~h at- the c x p d i ~ i o n  uras dcplrtrdblc: ihc last marches we had dune in thc 
ii~rcst and in thc ricc-tields, the soil of which w;ls soaked by thc lirst big rains 
and which cxudcd dangerous rni i~s~nas and contein~rd n~yriads d I~vchcs. had 
produced fcvcr atticks and f o o ~  laccritions which kept half our pcoplc on thcir 
M a .  Thc hrld slale 01- the r t ~ ~ d s .  thc seas rlf mud or the swamps we had to cross 
lo gct rlut oC the immcdia~c surrc~u~~dings oC thc villagc. dcp r iv~d  us of thc usual 
distractions of excursions or wi~lks and rcduccd nlost of us I(> idleness. Thc  
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hmhncss  clC the inhabitants. who honorcd Lhcir intention to exploit our situation 
more each day m d  to make us pay an exorbitant priuc for the least movement. 
thc ill will o r  indifference of the Icral authorities. the fear of seeing the Burmese 
chiefs c>C ~ h c  arca po  back on an asrccmcnl which h id  only k e n  obtained after 
long discussion, all thesc wawlns to doubt our success, tngether with a lonz 
isolation and acute physical suffcrin_r. da rkend  our mood and depressed our 
morale. In the cnrncr of the p;lguda that had k e n  transformed into a hospi~al. w 
had no other recousc but to rcturn thc curiosity that those who carnc and w n l  
displayed towards us. to familiarize ourselves with the daily ucrcmonics of the 
Buddhist religion and sc~mrtimcs also to become merchants. l 'hc Itrals had quite 
quickly choscn ~ h c  hamr objects we still had in prcfcrcnuc to our money and 
almost all the purchases wctc made in kind. which s p a c d  the purse of thc 
expedition cr>nsidcrably. Squatting on the ground and sprcadin~ before u s  the 
images. the g lasswm,  and thc pieces of cloth. we earnestly diwusscd with the 
village houwwives the number of bananas. orangs.  chickens. fish or  ducks that 
we wanted in rcturn for our knickknacks. Our Annamitcs, who spoke [he local 
language hcttcr than we did. had kcornc  qu ik  skilled at this sort of bartering and 
sornctimcs they amused us u=ith thcir suhtlc masoning and the enumeration nf 
thc marvelous characteristics rhat they anrihuld to h e  Europlan objects in thcir 
displays. So~nzti~nes.  we asked oursclvcs what our friends would say if they saw= 

us in this role of hawker-charlahn and thc memory of the civilized world. ~ h c  
uxistenci. of which seemed a drcarn to us, suddcnly saddened the mnst amusing 

Thc river flowed not far away from Sicmlip and I madc i~ the objective of onc 
of my first cxuursiclns: aiter having descrihcd a dctc~ur LO the u s t ,  il turned again 
to thc north. was enclowd k l w c c n  two chains of hills and offered navigalion 
that was, if not ease at lerrst possible for wrne time. Unfortunately. 1 discovcrcd 
only one big boat in thc vicinily; it beloneed to the village chief. Thcrc wcrc 
othcrs. it appeared. and a great uclcbration haying to take place on the sixtcvlnth 
at the temple. thc c h i d  camc on thc fourteenth ro ask Cornmandcr dc  La_rrk to 
lcavc il [the temple] and to inskill oursclvcs in some inhabited houses on thc. 
edge of the water. lJc ddcd that on rhe seventeenth. aftcr thc cclcbration, the 
hoats would come to kikc us ;md that we would be able to resume our juumcy. 
But the pricc was clulras~rlus and Uommmder de  I agr6c judged il unacctptahlc. 
Thus we stayed. 



Chapter 2 

On 1 6  July it was the first day o r  the waning m m n 4  of the ninth month in the 
Laorian calendar. This date w s  the beginning of the Pha Cti.rit (the rainy season). 
which lasts t h m  months and during which the monks canno1 s l ~ ~ p  nutside or 
leave thcir pag& Starting ~ h c  evening hclore. the priests ciicfully wa%hcd the 
statuc of the I-onl Buddha. -1he villagc w m e n  hrouyht them walcr and collcc~& 
the waler that had already hcen u.xd 10 clean thc idol. A _errat deal of ~ h c  night 
passed in uncnding praycrs. Early in the morning of the sixteenth. rhc crowd 
thmngd  to thr lcmple in fcstive dress. Everyone hrolrght fruits and flowers. 
burned candlcs or wicks of cotton stmked in oil and prayd while pouring water 
ink) a small trough. ma& in the flour, from lime to tirnc. 11 appemd that this 
lal~cr ceremony wrt5 addwssed to a female angel by the name of h ; q  Patoram. 
who was chlrgcd with pa rd ing  the waters. In  he afternoon, the ahhot of rhc 
pagoda. scaled in his chair. w w l d  read two chapters of the histo? of S I I ~ ~ I I I C I  
C h o ~ ~ ~ j ~ t t  to  he attentive and .wrcnc listeners. This sutra must sturn i-mm thc 
Buddhist literature of the north. I have ncvcr heard it quoted in Singhalese hcwks. 
There was a vaguc mcntion of thc kingdoms oi Metila, Takasila and Hoy Hct 
Pana. K ~ u r a l l y  thc listeners were ignoranl oCwherc these were situated. 'I'ka-sila 
(Taxila) was tor them the counlry of the.#itkrtr,y.~-: Mctila was the old Siam o r  pal 
of Cwhinchina. This ancicnt Hindu kingdom was Itlcated south of the Ymluna .  
an affluent of thc right bank of the <?m~cs.  The sutra also spvLr ahnut King 
Milinda. whew uonversatic~ns with thc preacher Na_gasena remained famous in 
rhc Buddhist ,turds and whose capital had been cquated with thc Sangnla of the 
Grcck historians. The inhabitants or this city offered strong resistance to 
Alexander and were all massicred rw laken away into captivity by the conquering 
Macedonian. Concerning Hoy Hct Pam. I did not know where this rnisht be. hut 
this was surcly anothcr distorted namt of sornc Iiindu kingdom. 

Hcrc. the inhabitants madc a kind c~f  movement with their hands, as  i l  they 
wnnted to brush away rno.quitoes. whcn they slllflcd their salutations in front nf 
thc altar. The Yhrr I ~ ~ c I  smson, which we s e r e  now beginnin2. was onc of the 
must celehrakd of thc Far: them w ~ s  a celebration e v c q  eight days. at every 
quarter of thc moon. i.c.. twice as  rcquent a5 during thc nine months of the 
LPet~g IW dry season. 

Some natiws of the Kha Kouy t r i k  who inhabit h e  vicini~y came to thu pagoda 
during thc uclebration. They said that they camc from thc vicinily of hluong 
Lim. Thcir Imguagc w i ~ s  similar to that of ,t'thc Mou-twu whorl1 ~vc. hid  met in 
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hluong Lim. Their applrarance was d i t t c ~ n t :  thcy Icn)k~ul likc Bunllche. their 
nose was arc-hcd: thcir hcad long: their profilc razor-hl& shapcd: their chin 
supprcswd: thcir niustache. their beauty-spt and thcir turban rave then1 a quaU 
Arahic 1onk. S o n ~ c  of l h e ~ n  had very handsornc k c s .  They d rc s s~d  alnloht likc 
Laotians. Thc hairdos ot-the womcn conlaincd hrnhoo rings and glassware hanpcrs 
like those ~ J C  thc Mou-tseu hut. in gcnrral. thc); wcrc less clcgannt. They did no1 
have any written language and they w~rshipcd  spirits. They buried thcir dcad and 
cauh family had its own vault. 11 is said that  hey oft~'11 con~nlitted mhbcrics on 
the ruads and h l ac lx td  rcp)flcd that thc governor ot- Xicng Hons was iimncrly 
obliged to nlakc an cxpcdition ayainst thcln to punish them for thcir handitp-. 
They pilid no other taxcs to ~hc. Liotian chiefs than some gifts of ma& and cotton 
cloth. They alsr, provid~ul thrm w i ~ h  rice and porters ivhcn Lhcy wcrc ~ravcliny. 
They cultiva~cd a lo1 (11' ~ r ~ h a c c o  and cotton which thcy sclld to ~ h c  Chincsc. Lcft 
aside whether they had anything clsc in common than their narnc with thc. Kouy 
who inhahitcd the mountains of Uamhodirl and of  whum I had never met an 

Thc night beforc thc cclchration. Commander de  L~gnie reccivcd a nciv 11ctlc.r 
fmni rhe king of Xicne Tong, which had k e n  addressed to him in Muong L i ~ n  
and was dated nine days hck.  This prince invit~ul the chief of the tircnrh cxpdition 
to cornc for a r c s ~  in Xicng Tong: Muong 1,im. hc wrote. was a bad village ia 
which foreigners of rank cannot receive a decent rcceplion. Thc  Burnirsc 
mandarin a ~ ~ c d  with the Laotian sovereign tn authorize this movc. 

What alight he thc purpow of this invi~alion:' Without doubt thc satisfaclir~n 
o l  curiosi~y and s c l f - c s ~ ~ ~ m  and  he desire on thc pfl of the Burmcst to gct 
wionlr gitth which hc  had nut rcccivcd thc Erst time mund. This dctour to thu 
west would lcnethrn clur journcy beyond measure and it would c o s ~  our purse 
dearly. Commander du Lagkc  resolved to emdc it and to considur this offer 
only a rncrc courtcsy invitation which could hc d ~ r l i n c d  withrlu~ showing any 
lack r l l  dcfcrcncc duc to the writers ot- thc lcttcr. Hc mswcrcd in this wise.  

On rhr eighteenth iw rcccivcd a 1;lvor;lblz reply from thc king of Muong You 
or Xicne Khcng: in his turn, he aurhori7cd us lo Lravcrsc his snrall kingdom. 
Ilcspitc thc sh t c  oC hcalth of thc expedition. which continued lo hu dcplorahlc. 
Commander dc h @ e  i~nmrdiately staflcd ~ h c  w n h  ii)r p ln t rs .  This activity 
m=as k t t c r  than prcl lon~il~g our idleness. which had a had cCCcc'1 rln our ~ n o r i k .  A 
sienilicant impn~vcmcnt h i~d rnanifcs~cd itself in ~ h c  slate of health o t  Mr. Jrluhcfl 



who had givcn us wrious 13.orric.s Cora fcw days and who had been affljctcd by a 
fever that had hoth typhc~id and bilious char;lctcristics.' The wounds on Mr. 
Uclaportc's font wcrc sluwly healing. Nrvcrthulcss. we had 10 rcfrai~i  from 
i r np t s in~  an immediate march on these rwo r,fLczrs and on two Annmites.  who 
also had had fwt. and wc dccidcd lo leave them hchind in Siemlgp for a few days. 
IIowcvcrr. the rcst of ~ h c  cxpcdition man;lzcd lo get back on thc wily without 
inconvenience. 

7hc Fovcrnts of Siemlsp ip=ho was given 10 npium rntlrt than tn his duties and 
who -=as rather badly disp)scd towards us. hd mswcrcd the firs1 nppn~ches of 

the cornrnandcr by saying that thc weather had h'comc trw pcmr and that thc 
rains were too fwqucnt to enable us to  continue our journcy. Thu handit raids 
were dsplor~blc: all thc torrcnts were ovcr rhcir hi11iks: a s  10 the rivzr. it had 
k c o o ~ c  trw h s l  and Illclrcover rhc Muong's only h i l t  WAX u d  to trimsporl 
mcruhallts and trauclcrs Croln one bank to rhu o th t r  and wc could not take it away 
h111 this scrvicc. Finally. the replanting of the ricc would lakc plilcc soon and 
thc fields necdcd a11 h;u~ds available. Thc govcmor concluded without hlinkiny 
that i t  wcwld hc. wiser lo wait thrct- It, four n~onrhs in SiemlSp iur thc rcturn ol- 
the dry wason! 

This rtply was hardly cncour;~ging. Mr. dc  L g k e  did not press the govcmor 
and 1~~3L2d elwwhurc iirr the help that was not i i ~ r t h c o m i n ~  Cru111 that gentleman. 
IIc was very ~vcll  a w m  that the inhahitanls wen. in as grcat haste to regain Cull 
pr~shrssion of  ~hu i r  pagoda as \i.c wcrc in a hurry tto lcavc and thus thcrc all 
clcmcel that almost ~ssumd the succ.css r)C his ~legotiations. On the twenty-lirs~ 
a low-ranking villagc c h i d  camc to tulk to him and a s k 4  what hc had dccidcd. 
Thc commander answered thal hc had mzt with a lot of  ill will but that he wr~uld 
leaw anyway. even if he had tto I c a v ~  all his l u g y d ~ c  in SiemlSp. Hc asked him 
even to find thc governor and 10 announce this decision. The i a o ~ i a n s  wcrc 
fri~hrcnud of any resprjnsihility and prefcrrcd to carry an ohjcct a hundr~xl l e q u c s  
to p u ~  i~ into other hands. rathur than be its guardian rtjr eight days. Thus Mr. dr. 
1.agri~'s interlocutclr rlf imnlediately askcd how many porters we needed and 
what price we w r c  willin: lo  pay. Commander dc  Lagee indicated the Iigurc uf 
fifty p ~ r t c r s  and a pricc of two c.hr111.~ pcr man (about six rrm~s ol-our curn-ncy) 
t o  carry rtur lugga2c 10 SopYong (thc mouth of the Yon?). a villagc situated a1 
h r  co~ltluencc of  ~ h c  Nm Yong and thc big river. twcnry-eight to thirty kilornctcrs 
nr~flh 01- Sicmliip. 
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An hour later. the chicf came back: he had not s w n  thc govemnr bur hc. had 
arranged cvcrything with thc othcr village chiefs. Wc c-rluld leave the ncnt day. 
C:ommandur dc  L a p &  had wiwly refrained from lulling him that Mr. Iklapcwk= 
and Mr. Joubcrt xVould k shyiny some time: that wrwld have spuilt thc whrllc 
trick. T h t  next day. thcrt: was a new hindranuc: thcy came to tell us the usual 
story or a torrent Ithat had ovcrflowrdj its banks which we would hc unablc to 
pass. In the evening we sensed that this day had hcen nnc oC had clrncns and this 
was hc only rewon for the delay in our dcparhrc. 

On thc ~wcnty-third. in thc morning. wr: finally sct 011- again. Wk thank~ul the 
old monk who was rhc chicf of the pigclda and whr) had rcally shmvn himsclC to 
hc. hncvolent  and hospi~iahle to us and wc warmly requested cart of the lour ill 
pcrlplc wc left \vi.ith him. 

I t  wax not without trouble that our packages wcrc-di..i~rihu~ed among the prlcrs .  
The relative weight of cach was nut the only uonsidcration that m;uic hcrn hcsi~i~tc 
or demand a reshuffle in thc composition of each lcud. Revulsions or supcrslitions. 
the nir>~ive> often difficult to guess. caused frequent quarrels or rcfu~ds.  I saw 
that a \-'cry light packct which contained campin: and kitchen gcir was obstinatuly 
lcli aside. 1 finally got to know thc rcawn: it contained a pair clC shots that our 
cook. Pedro. reserved f~ :rand occasions. Now. it was impossible to carry. 
closc to onc's hcad. an object which was dcstined to hc put on onc's fcct. 
Ncvenheless. with concessions. everything was arranged and thc. long line nC 
our porrers sewn set out on the flanks oCa hill which separated us fmm the rivcr. 
Alicr having r a u h ~ u l  it. we climbed thc right bank. which w s  c o v e r d  by a dense 
forest. lhc r i s c  oi the waters had d c  it impracticahlc to usc  he usual path that 
Collowed rhc hank itsclf: we had to t dc  a ~ l u t c  cut out highcr on thc Ilank?; nf thc 
hill enclosing  he river. l'hcrc was a possibility. it appcwed. thdt the king of hduon? 
You might makc a journey to Sicrnlip and hence. this mutc which wax very litrlc 
used and had almost disappcarcd under the g r x s ,  had rccontly been c l ca rd  by 
thc Kha Kouy :;of the surn>unding ma.  The path WLS thus clearly indica~cd hy 
l x g r  ulcared plots hut thc soil was littered wilh spiny leaves which r i p p d  our 
fcct span. and it was strcwn with the trunks of  small 1rct.s which struck rlur ban: 
t c ~ s  painfully. At each torrent which crossed thc nlad. the heighr of thc watcfi 
obliged us to makc a long detour uprivcr to find a fordable pssagc .  

Ilespite these difticultirs. thc Fatigue and suffering which resulted from it. 
this progress in the forcst appeared to us prc-fcrablu to our wd stay in the paptda 



d Sicrnlip: the hcauty of [he lialdscdp rcmaincd cc~niparhlc  to thc grandest 
landscaps we had wcn m d  through the rurh in  o l  leavcs. which the hrccx 
sumctirnes liitcd w i ~ h  a gust. we YAW thc kicliong. in shon strctl-hcs. filled lo its 
margins and carryin? in its loaming walurs unormws trccs rippcd away from ~ h c  
hanks. 

Aficr a two-hour march. wu arrived a1 thc cdzc of a pitrtly d r i d  out iomnt.  the 
rtxky hctl uf which was not al all entangled with the usual vc~ct;ation. The stoncs 
hctwccn which a minuscule linr 01- cnl~rd .  wcre stmngrly shaped: they 
wcrc whitish and covcrcd with salinc incrust;ltiom. W c  t o u c h ~ d  the watcr: it was 
w m .  Thc suurccs o r  lhis singular hnnjk. thrcc or lour in numhcr. wcllcd up a 
l i ~ l c  farther on. at  hc foot of a wall of  r t ~ k s .  Escaping from anlc3ng the stones. 
nurnurrlus v a p m  cmanalud and it not possible to dip one's hand into them. It 
was only by takins thc grcatesl prwiutions to avoid scalding my hand. thal I 
manaped rn dip in a thcmonietcr at  rhc point which I judgcd to bc. the hottcst: lhc 
instrumen1 indica~cd a ternpet-xurc of 8h degrees Celsius. 

In thc eveniny we descended again to camp on thc hanks of the rivcr. Ikspitc 
thc risc of the w a ~ c s .  wc still tbund. at  thc top of a sandy. softly sloping hank. a 
placc wfticicntly Ixgc  to spread our coven and Lhus wc avoided thc damp soil 
oCthc forest. A Few quickly cut branches made up a sheller fca us. Unfortunately. 
thr  musquilocs made hhort shrift OC the slecp we wcrc hoping to catch. 
Commander dc h & c  and I passed the night chatting and slnoking cigarcues to 
keep thcsc cg rc~ ious  insccls auaay. Another worry helped to kccp us awake. 
Solncttimes thc rivcr rose suddenly ;mrl the waters camc withi~l a few mctcrs of 
us. Cilrnmdcr de Lagkc  dcc-id~d not to slccp and wcking to kccp a uo~npaninn 
also slccplcss had laken to sayiny. cvery timc 1 WAS a h u ~  to drop o f t  +'Lwk 
therc Gamier: it appears Lhe watcr is rising." And suddenly wokcn up hy the fear 
nf an inundation. I prchcd  over the border of ~ h u  water to cxaminu the slunes 
thd I hid placed thcrc as rcfcrence points. 

Ncwrlhclcss. the night passcd without incident. The day thal Collowcd uwas 
horribly difficult for me. I was _rrippd by a rheumalic pain in the IcCt kncc which 
causcd mc to cry nut at each step. We had Lo do five hours of marching like this. 
At noon. we h v e d  ar the mouth of the Lam Y(m_r. a big and lovcly river which 
wc crosscd in bods. AI I p.m., we werc insblltxl in rhe dccrcpit pagoda of the 
villasc of Sop-Yong. It was maintained only by the worshippers themselves. The 
ps i t ion  of the monk had been vacanl for a fcs  yeas. Wc. scttled into his rtnlm. 
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The village. consisting of  four houses. was picturesquely Itwatcd on thc r igh~ 
bank of the Mekong: Ihc great rivcr was here rmly one hundrcd to one hundred 
and fifty metcs wide and thc lcCt bank was Cormcd by ralcarcous rocks rising 
straight and stacking up in f r o n ~  of us like p i m  I'aces. -1hcir h ~ s t  was hollowcd 
out and wh i t cn~d  by thc rapid waters. M'c w r c  only four metcrs ab)vc ~ h c  IevcI 
oC thc river and the inhabitants told us that it would risc Funhcr. to this hcieht. 
hchre the cnd (#I' the annual rainh. VCk paid just over t h m  trw~cs to rlur Sicr~llip 
pcbners who rclurncd de l i~htcd  with thcir cxudlent pay. 

In the pagoda ~hcrtf were two or three travclcrs he lonp in~  to th2 Larllian 
hluonys. situntcd west ot-the Salwocn. Thcy umr: Cnmi Xicng Vi ;md X i c n ~  P h r ~  
the B u m ~ e w  names of which towns were -lhihr> and Theinny. Thcsc two h;luon~s. 
they said. had no king at prcsunt and they wcrr: adll~inistcnul hy thc Rurmcsc. 'rhu 
inhabitants of Lailtim race. whil were given thu special narnc of Phong. w=rw in 
rcvolt against Ihc111. Thc inhabitants of nalive races. Kha-wa cw I.awa and Kh;r 
Kouy. lvei-c \=cry numerous in thc same rczicln, in which thcy fun11 wvcral wp'drdtc 
Muongs. A largr nurnhcr of Phonp, it scenicd. had C(~ugk on thc side of thr 
Phasi or Muslims when rhry rcvoltcd against China. 1 k l i c v c  that the P h r q  
wcre I acilcdan tribes which. u11 somc maps. were callcd Palung and whosc counl? 

of origin. m=hich wi. situatcd south of li-ng-yuc tcherw. was ualltd Km-hanpri. 

Thcsc Phong travelers sold sold leaf p a p .  opium. and some p r ~ ~ i o u s  stones. 
They had suffcrcd st) much horn the bites of Icuchc> d u r i n ~  their jr)urncy that 
thcir legs u=cw very swullcn and  hey werc p s t  t r a d i n ~  any furlhcr. D r ~ t o r  Thrml 
eavc sonlc medicine to thew par pcnplc who wen: wry douhtful about our 
intcn~ion to continue our journcy despitc thc rainy sc;lson. "You will no1 h i d  
roads o r  pportcrs." they said. The g e n c r ~ l  ramshackle ltwk of S r~p-Ytm~ told 115 

only too wcII that ~ h c  village would not supply us wirh thc plrlcrs we ncedd .  \VL' 
hid  tu recruit 1hc111 in the n e i ~ h h r i n g  villazcs. (In thc twcnty-scvcnth 1 Icf~ ill a 
s111;111 boat to u a q -  nut this [ask: I was happy to bc navigating on thc h?Ichng 
again and 10 undcrtakc n survey to a few miles up river lir>m Sup-Yrjng. Thcrc 
wcrc nonc of thc big pircyucs hollowed out frr~ni ~ h c  trunk (11- ;I tn'c to t~ sccn 
here. l 'hc inhabitants constructed thcir hrmts. which. mtlrcover. wcrc very small. 
f w n ~  thrcc coliiponcnts. Onu pan. VCQ= widt.. 1-~>rrnc.d Ihc hasc of thc skii'l-. Thr 
other tlwl parts forrncd thc sides. Holcs were made . . . to currcspond 10 thc two 

connectiny lincs and a picue of rattan paxsrd through thcrll zo thal thc hlsc 
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of the h m t  a p p e m d  tu hu sewn to the two lateral picccs. S tuK~ng and resin were 
used to caulk thc scams. 

After a few hours of difficult navigation I arrived. w i ~ h  the chief of Sop-Yong 
who accompanied me. at  a small group 01- houses situated on ~ h c  lcli bank of the 
river. I was rcrccivcd in a rcally pleasant way. without curiosity or scmilitp by a 
Lu who had traveled far and wide in the adjacent countrics. Thcrt: were also a lot 
of fugitiuc Lu puoplc here. as in SiernlSp. who hclon_rcd mostly to Muong Ham. 
the capital of the pnlvincc situated on the left h n k  of Lhc rivcr. a liltle below 
Xieng Hong. This city was captured and dcstrclycd in 1856 by Maha Say. the 
governor r ~ f  Muong Phong who made war on X i n g  IIong and who ended up 
being killcd ncar thc latter place which hc had sackud and burned. just like Murmg 
H m .  t'honss and pcople from Muong Lirn fought with him against the 1.u. 

In the afternoon. my hosl and I spent the time making rrudc m;ips. from which 
1 learned a1 1~x51 ~ h u  Lao~ian names of the principal rivers of Burma and of 'Tong 
King. 'I'he ' I 'h i  namc of thc  Salween was the Warn Krjung. The westemmost arm 
of the King Rivcr was called the Nam 'I'c; the other stream was the Warn lg 
My host had gone down thc Nam Ta to the sea." Thc ruadcr may understand how 
intcrcstcd I was in ~hese tales. 1 .saw all these unknown regions which had secmcd 
so far away at the ~ 1 x 1  of our journey. now apprnaching on all sidcs and unfolding 
hcforc. my cycs. My host's wife scrr,cd us Chincsc-style tea with fruit and cakcs 

which 1 atc wilh plcisure during the conversation. I would have happily converted 
to I t ~ a l  customs lo  esc- from the slowness of Ihc unending odyssey irnpowd 
on us hy our numbers and our l uggqr .  I would voluntarily have renounced h l th  
my companions and my instruments to traverse on foot, accordins to the 
inspiration of cach day. the various pans or this northern part of Indo-China. 
which was so varied in zlppcarancc and which still hid the udutirm Lo MI many 
uthnc~griphic and historical pmblcrns. Only this life of adventure and conslant 
interaction with the indigenous pct>plc is capable of familiarizin_r n European 
with the languages and the variod customs of this p i  of the Peninsula. by giving 
him the best private tutos: isrllatirln and necessib. lb bc succcssrul. one must 
tw Messed with cncrzy and unusual health and especially, one should not have 
m y  official assignmrnt to xconlplish. ' Unfortunately. thal w;ts not our situation 
and we had to i~ content with progressing very slo~vly: thc wason. the state of 
the roads. and thc scarucnzss of people in the m a  thal wc travcrsd forced us to 
makc a stopover of wnle ten days after cach strctch of twenty kilometers. That 
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was thc time nccdcd lo  yathcr the means oC [ransport wc nccdcd to ct~ntinuc our 
difficult joumcy! 

Thcrvenin,n came. Wc went hack alter havine rcccivcd ~ h c  promise of a ucnain 
n u n l h r  of pr tc rs .  We wcrc still Fir k l ~ w  thc numhcr nccdcd. 1 alnj bought 
some supplies. because thc I'cw hen houscs of Sop-Yong wcrc insufficient lo 
supply enouph ivr our cc~nsumptictn. \Vc went hack (m the river. In Ics?; than half 
an hour, thc current had hhrrw~ht us hack to Sop-Yong and  his wnsatirm of rapid 
~novcmcnt. an zvcnt to which we werc not uwd. scemcd infini~uly plcilsanl. 'lhu 
light skirr junqwd like an am>w amid thc r t ~ k s  which wcrc swcwll ovcr rlic k d  
of the rivcr. and I admircd ~ h u  safe-handling and precision r)C i ~ s  owner " 

The rains continued and madu any m=ork or ohscrvation impossihlc. Thc lcvel 
of thc river rtlsc each day and it w i ~ s  I I O ~  without wrxry that wc though1 about our 
sick collcapucs whnm wc had ktl behind in Siclnl,5pp. and who wtluld lind thc 
n,ds g c t ~ i ~ ~ g  mow ~cmMi: and ~ h c  journey longer duc ro thc dctcwrs which thc 
p;l<sa~c of each torrent w ~ u l d  requirc. They jjoincd us on I0 July. alicr havinz 
rakcn almost doublc thc tinlc thar \vc had 11cedcd rlurwlvcs. The); disprslxl lllu 
few illusir~ns wc had ahour the natural grnldl~css ol-thc abbot of Sir1nl5p pagtda. 
This greedy cldrr. whose covctousncss had prrlhahly htcn ilwokcn hy thc 
generosity ot Chmmandcr & l a g k c .  had shown himsclC l r i  tw very ?rasping in 
thc end and swing the last chanccs of unusual gcncmsi~y kavc  tc>gc~hcr wilh thc 
la51 ~UL'SIS.  he had insistcrltly dcmandcd ohjectz which wcrc of lrast u w  lo him. 
In disguht thcy had hccn left him. Did hr  latcr confess lhis lack of ~cnc r t~s i ty  
l o w i d s  unlucky travelzrs in his paguda'! 

i'c trdally rctuscd to s h y  in Sop-Yon: but. rm [he uthcr hand. il was i n~pss ih l c  
to find cnr>ugh pc~rtrtsrs in thc vicinily lo [ransprt all our luggilgc in onc trip to 
Ban Passang. which was our ncnt stoplvcr in thc direction 01- Muon: You. 
Conlmandcr dc 1-agri~.  who was hiniscll-alfkctcd hy a p i n  ~ w c l l i n ~ .  thc rcsult 
of lcuch bjtcs. again split ihc cxpdit io~rary column in two. I look ~ h c  commalid 
of one par1 and rln 3 1 July 1 IcCl together with Mr. dc  Came and Mr. Tht~rcl and 
half of our l u ~ p z c .  To 1n;lke up thc ncctssary n u m k r  01- ~~~~~s. some \=illagc 
wonlon had t o  &in their huxhands. Mr. de I.aprir s~aycd in SopYong with Mr. 
Joukrt and Mr. Dc l i~p r i e .  

At our dcparturc fnlm Sop-Yong. thr mad. which ivas cwy and wcll-huil~. 
fullowed ~ h c  flanks ahovc the Nam Ytlng. hl the rimc oCrlur pilssiigl: i~ ~ 3 5  li~rtsr~Il\-. 



paved with avid and agile lccchcs. which trom cvcry llral, irnm c\=crq. hladc of 
grass I c ~ p l  u p n  us. - 1 % ~  Annimitcs ot-our cscor~ had ccontriwd to 111akc snlall 
pads conraining tohacco soakud in w t c r  I which thcy] iit~achcd to long sticks. It 
wias surlicicnt to touch these alrociuus parasites with this lalisman to see thcm 
immcdiatcly dckich thcmwlvcs and hI1 tn thc :round. Sincc 1 had my notcbnol;. 
my compass and my pcnuil in my hands. and su  was unahlc I r )  u.w nly hands to 
prcvcnl ~nyhcli- from hcinp bi~tcn, an Annamitc tank upon hhiisclC the t ~ s k  oC 
followin: nlc and. without saying a word. hi: constantly h p p d  m y  legs d u r i n ~  
rhc whc~lc jnurncy. Ncvcr had any watch ~ C L ' I I  rn(lrc vigilantly undcnakrn and 
none rlCthesc curscd gastropnds manqed  lo pass my ankle without k i n g  k n t ~ k i u l  
off and sen1 back snarling into the mud out 01-which it had come. 

As stwn a s  we had lcCt hchind thc hanks oC lhc rivcr. thc valleys of the i1Cfluents 
[hat run illto it widcncd. the hills hccamc lcss steep and chmgd into a scrics (11- 
undulating grassy plains. dishectcd by swamps and brooks and vcry suited to 
various rich crrlps. Unfonunatcly. ~ h c  country was littlc or not at all inhhitcd 
and cvc11 less cult ira~cd and un thc s ~ ~ r ~ n d  day uf- our jrwmey. after having lcli 
lhr hanks oCthc Nan1 Yonp to climb towards the nonh. wc hid to Iravcrw llrndcd 
arcas cc>ucrcd by tall grass. in which wc wadcd entirc kilornctcn with thc watcr 
up to our ~ I I S  and so~nctimcs highcr. 

On I August lIXb7. w r  arrived in 1 3 x 1  Passang. an agglomirration of villagus 
situated on i1 platcau of cultivated ricc-fields and soakcd by the rains and hy 
plows. Wc had lcC~ ~ h c  territory oC Muting You and we were IMIW in thc lerritury 
of M u o n  Yong. a small province under thc authority of Xicng Tong and lhc 
capilal nf which W ~ S  il hhort dishncu to the wesr. A morc d i rea  r r ~ d  would had 
tllke~l us from Sop-Yolip to Muon: You, without making us pass throuzh I ~ C  

trmtory of Xicne Tong again. and I had pleaded this courw with C r ~ r n m d c r  dc 
LgrCr. " HUI would havc had tto mak a four-day march. with s rmc  stagcs in 
the forcsl and the chief of thc cxpcditiun had judssd that this cfliorl was beyond 
our ahiliry. lhc dctour f n ~ m  which hi: had s t o p p d  short wr~uld havc hccn Patal to 
the spccd of clur 111arch and il wtluld h a w  cxccssivcly incwascd our 1;ltiguc and 
pmhlcrns. 

On 5 August, the other part oC ~ h c  cxpcdition. which hid  stayed in SopYong. 
joi~led us. Mr. dc La@c and Mr. Dclaporlc almost ini~~lrdiatcly luCt a g a i ~ ~  t o  
visit a vcry old and very fiirnous t l~crr, situated to thc scluth uf h/Iuong YUII~. on thc 
sidc of om of the rnounhins thdt burdcr the plain of Ban Passan: 1111 this sidc. 
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P o ~ ~ c r s  were requcs~ud from the village chief for thc day after next. thc day set 
for the dcpmure  of thc rcst of the expedition to Mutmg Yong. 

A few hours after thc zxpedition chicr's departurc. ~ w o  Burmese soldicrs 
arrived at the pagoda in which we wcru camping. They were c h q c d  with 
pre-senling m official communication lo us. In thc ahscnce of the commander 
and of AICvy. our interpreter. I tried to roccive them. l'hcy rime on hehalf of thc 
Burmcss mandarin who resided in M u w g  Yong. and who was the suhrlrdinate of 
thc mandarin of  Kicng Yong, t o  a4 what our intentions were and to invi~c  us tn 

pass through this plact. I haw wid. it was inc ludd in our i t i nc rq -  and I was 
able to contirm lo these soldiers Lhdt we would grant Ihe requesr oC thc Burmese 
mandarin. Nevcr~hcless. 1 wintud lo assure mysclrof the naturc of his invitation 
and I feigned [a wish] to rescm-c  he answer in cast  Mr. de  I A ~ &  should changc 
his mind and should Idecide to1 go directly frc~m Ban Passang to Muong You. 
Energetic gcslures of refusal answered this overture. The invitation was an order: 

wc had to go to Muong Yon_r. Probably. thc Burmese mandarin of Xieng Tong. 
disappointed at having Ict us c x a p e  a firs1 time from his claws. had resnlvcd to 
catch us any price and hc had sent instruc~ions to this cffa-I to his ruhnrdina~c 
in Mutmg Yong. I'hc invitation to pass ~hrough Xiens Tong, which Chmmander 
de LagrCc hid receivcd and declined in SicmI5p. a p v a r c d  to me frnm this 
morncnl onwards to k an order which wz could no longcr ignore. 

We set off again on 7 Au_gust, [or Muong Yong. The plain which we travcrscd 
was admirably watered by scvcral watercourses. all of which cnded in thc Narn 
Yong. A wut~dcn bridgc was built over thc most important of these rivers. ~ h c  
Narn Ouan_r and this ccmsidcnte act. ttl which travelcm in Laos wen- x o  liltlc 
used. provided us with n plzasant surprise: we c o n s i d c ~ d  it an indicatic~n of a 
more advmucd civilimlion which would kfore long manifcst itself in a more 
profound way. Part of this plain was cultivated with ricc-fields. the olhcr half 
was still swamps. Wc cimc upon scvcr;ll villages which presented an unusual 
appa r ince  of well-king and raw. Pagodas with tum~ul-up rook c h m c d  our 
eyes and witnessed 1~  he influence of Chinese architcc~ure and thr  proximity 
of thc Celestial Empire. By n w n .  wc had arrivcd in Muong Yong, aCtcr having 
travcrsud the vallcy of  he Nam Ouang over its gn-alcst wid~h. which was ahrwut 
three leagues. 
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1Wumng Yong-IKrJir.~t 1 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 t i C I t i ~ l . ~  trilh  it^ Uzinnuse 
nurlir~ririe.s-I~c~p~rput~ rf MK du LAtgrc;e&)r X ~ U I I ~  l0t1.q- 
Llrtetiticln rd'rlre re.rf ngrhe e.xpecIi!io~r in Mrrorlg fi>trg- 
The Cilotn f i ~ t r ~  thn ~ - L ~ c n l  hi.str~?- First in/i)nt~ariorl 

~rljou I MI: rlr Isrgre'e-A ciisfrt.~.~irlg u n c e r t - n i n t ~ - T I ~ ~  
stm-r.s.s r!f-rh~ chief of rhr e-r~~udirit~tt 111 I I ~ R ~ I ~ I ~ J ~ I ~ I ~ I -  We 

an! rruihmriztd !<I d e p t z j i r ~ r n  Muot~~:  brig 

Muong Yong was situitcd on the last slopes of thc mountains which cnclowd the 
vallcy of thc Nam Ouang to lhc west. A wall of  raised carth. dcfcnded by a nloat 
in which tlowcd the waters of thc Narn Khap. an altlurnt of thc Nam Ouang, 
encircled this old capital of a kingdnm that was formcrly powcrlul. at lest if 
you hclievc the rradition. M1c cros-wd the mrmt by a wooden bridge. A pate. 
surmounted hy onc of those snlall Chinese roofs thc corncrs of which wcrc 
fcmncrly adorned with bells. opened into thc fortification. A son of csplanadc 
covcred with pretty tree?;. ran up a slisht slopu to a p q d a  around which the firs1 
houses of tht village werc grouped. On thc right sidc of the esplanade wa% a 
g~c.-dt srrlu perched on high posts. 

Wc werc h c l y  ins~alled in it than a lower-ranking mandarin presented himself 
m mc and invited mc to follow him to thc communal house whcrc public affairs 
wcrc conduulcd. 1 tricd to m& him understand that I was only scr-ond in uvn~mand 
and not thc chief of thc expcdi~ion ' and that the latter had gonc tcr pay a asisit to 

thc 111i11 situated a short dis~ance away and that 1 cxpected him back any lime 
now. Morcovcr. thc interpreter was with him and it was no1 possihlc to undcrsp~nd 
him and to start scrious nqotiatirms without his support. -l'hcsc reasons did not 
.wtists thc local oficer: after a shorl while he camc back accompanied by two 
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Uurmcw sw~ldicrs. arn~cd with sabers and hc a p i n  hrusqucly intimated his order 
to b l low him. I replied with a refusal that was no less formal. His assistants ~ h c n  
tcwk a menacing stancc and put their hands uli thcir sabers. I turncd my hack cln 

~ h c m  and r~rdcrcd the Annarnitc sergeant to show thcrn the ~ ( H K  of the \r11(1. with 
all pclssihlc propriety. I!nlijrtunatcly the latter pl.rfclrlncd thu cask with Icss 
_rrntlcncss than I had rrcqucsred from him. Also. once amvcd at ~ h c  stcps. which 
they had to dcsucnd quirc abruptly. thc mandarin and his cxort pourud out thnrats 

ilgiainst US and only rutircd after swearing scvcrill tilncs lo bring us to rcxqon. 

Alicr his rcturn. I inrorrncd hir. de Lagkc who ;Irriucd a few hours latcr. about 
this dcplorahlc start and nf the visit I h;~d rccuivrrd in Ban Passang. Hc apprnv~rd 
~n);  conduct. Thc ncxl day. rarhcr earlier. they came lo inform us that thc Hurrncw 
ol'l?cial iwluId again ~o to a meeting of the ~lra~~dllr ins and that hc invitcrl ~ h c  
ce11111nandcr to uumc too. Mr. dc lagri-e. who did not wan1 Irl losc facc hy tor) 
hasty a 111ovc. scnt his intcrprctcr .4ICvy t o  asccrlain thz naturc of ~ h c  rnwting to 
m=hich he was invit~ui. The lattcr camc hack in shuck aiicr a short whilc. saying 
~ h ; u  we were dealing with a rather had man: ~ h c  Rurnlan had refusud to offer him 
any cxplanaticlns and had thrcatcncd to rcfuse us passagc and ilnnlcdialrly to 
scnd us hack whew wc had come from. I h u s  wc went to ~ h c  srrlrr with sr)lia 
armed men: thc wclcoolc of thc Burrncsc U=L< mnrc p l i t c  tkan his p~lirninarics 
had allowcd us to foresi~. Hc i l~kcd Co~nmandcr dc  L a p k  for ncws 01- hilllscll- 
and of the cnlpL.rrw oi thc Frcnuh. Thcn hc inquircd about the r>bjeutivu ol' his 
journey and a h w t  the passpons which hc had in hand. Mr. dc I agrSu: showcd thr: 
scctlnd lcltcr he had rcceivcd Iro1n Xien: Tong. 

"But." said thc Buman. " M u o n ~  Yong d r r s  not entirely d c p n d  on X i c n ~  Tone 
and i~ was ~~cccssiwy itlso to addrcss a rcqucst tbr passage to I I ~ .  Mo~rcovur. thc 
Icttcr fnml Xicllp Tony i~lvitcs you to pass through that town. Why ;m: you not 
going 

'-The rcmd is ten) lonz and we have tot) Illany sick uollcayues." 

-'Wit ihcn for tcn days or so. for nle to obtain instruc~ions from Xicng Tong." 

"It is impr,ssihle fur nic to ag rw  to such a delay." thc ctjmn~andcr rcplicd. 
"-\Ye arc- all vcry tired and we need to ptt  trl thc river." 

After a long discussiu~l and thc insinuation that Mr. dc  Lagr6e should sund 
snnlc pri'wnts I C ~  thc Burman of Xicng -Ion? and lo his subordin;ttc in Muon? 



h n g .  thc waiting was rcduccd to ntt more than thrcc to four days. mk left. 
hlicving thllt rvcrything was a r d n ~ u d .  

Thc nuxt day. whzn I l lr. dc Lagri.c was gctlin_r rcady to pay a \-.isi~ lo  the Irxal 
Fovcmor. who posscssod thr  tille of kin?. thc only witness to thc pwt  grandeur 
of k l u o n ~  Yr~ng. thc Burman let him know [hit hr: first had to scc him. On ~ h c  
olhcr hand. thc lrlcal pcoplc cncrgctically confirmed h a t  it was  he ripht of thc 
king lo r ~ ~ c i v c  twr visit first. Crjmmandcr dc L a y &  requcstrd thcm to agrcc 
wilh cach othcr and thc king. rvhr~ was stwn inlormcd ahnu1 ~ h c  cxaggcratcd 
dcmands ol- thc Burman. ~ q u i r c d  that his dcmand hc sicrif icd.  Thus wc went 10 

this littlc indi~cntlus principal. a goml man who hasically had no influence and 
no  power. Commander dc Lagkc askcd for [hifly-right porlurs for t h t  day alicr 
rlcxt. h v i n p  this Iirsl audizncc. Mr. dc Lagkc and I wcnl to the Hurnliln who 
lodgcd w i ~ h  all his pcople (eight Burmese soldiers) in small. rather badly 
conslructcd huts. closc lo  the market of  the village. His W C I C D I ~ C  was cordial. 
His wifc. a young. Frc-sh-l(w,kins. prcliy Burrncsl- lady a11r:nded thc l~teeting and 
sccrncd tcj enjoy quitc a considcrilhlc influcncc over the mind of  htr hushand. 
Thr convrrsaliun was ver). livcly and  he B u m i l l  ~hr>wc-.cd signs of sincerity and 
fiie~ldship which dccrrived us litr a while. Hc told us in 3 contidunlial tonc.: "You 
conw from Laos and Siam w l ~ o  arc in disagrcc~llent with us. you do  nrlt h-haw a 
Icttcr from Ava. l h c s c  arc the rcasons for nur suspicion. N~.vcnhclc~s .  now that 
I all1 i~xsur~ui of ynur French uiionality. I will uot plauc any mmwe obstacles in 
your way. But if you wcrc English. you u=rluld crl-iainly IIOI haw continued your 
journey. Ymlu musl also ifcar Inany othcr difficullics: bc careCul wilh thc Chini-sc. 
Thcy do ~lut likc you and I tvnuld he vcry surprised i C  tlrcy Icl you pass." ?'he 
same h y .  9 Augos~. he camc to pay a return visit to rummandcr dc l ~ g k  and 
~.~rcci\=cd il kautiful  riflc. His wifc and his mother also came to thc nrkr and 
wcrc ovtrlr>adud w i ~ h  attention and s~na l l  gilis. Tht kin: sent us a very hig 
ulnbrclla. which is use-d for stoplvcrs in ~ h c  opcn ail.-an r:~ltirc Lmily would 
have found shc l t~r  r~ndcr il- in cxuhanp for n gong and somi: other small rhjcc-h 
which wr had given him. i\liis! this u~nbrclla was h r  us only an inconwnicncc which 
nwdud one marc plrtcr lrr) carry it]. Rut it w;.;h h d l y  pcrssihlc ttl rcfusc it. 

On the lcnth in the morning. thc Burman called A l b y  and told him hat. aC!cr 
ful-thcr rcflcclion. hc could not lct us I c ~ w  just like this. It was indispmsahlc 
 hat hc wrotc trl Muong You and lhat he should o h t a i ~ ~  a n-ply. l'hcrr: obviclusly 
was a trap in this: Murjnp You. askrd in n ccnain Cashion. withnut any d o u h ~  had 
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to rclract thc pc:rmission already given ro pass Lhrclugh its tcrritoq so that we 
would hc rcduccd to accepting the invitation of Xicng Tong. Commander dc 
L.a_grCc. despite thc longing he felt to tell thc S u m a n  in no unccnain terms what 
he thought of his good faith. armed himself with patience. wen1 to seu him oncc 
mtm.  received the most haut i fu l  prc~tcs~ations and cnded by twisting out of 
him authoriza~ion to leave on the hvelfth. He immediately infomcd thc governor. 
whom he went to see spin on Lhc clcvunth, zlnd he complained a lot about the 
scheming of the Man (this is the narnc which ~ h c  L;lo~i;ms give to the Burman). 
"We are always in debt to ~hcm." hc said, "and we always have ro pay them. Oh! if 
Ihu fcrlr1t1g.s (Europeans) were close to us. I would g o  and live in pace  with 
thcm." On the twelfth in the morning. our porlcrs were already gathered near the 
rcsidlrnce ot the king. when thc Burman callcd the mcmbcrs of the Srari tngether. 
displayed the greatest indigniion and a n y r  in front oi them, denied that he had 
cver authori7ed our d c ~ u r c  and a c c u s ~ d  thcm of trying to obtain gifts fmm us. 
The mandarins. who wen: rahcr  c m k i s s ~ x l ,  gave us to understand that the pclrlcrs 
had come in insuffiuicnt numbcrs and  hat our journey was again dcfcrrcd. 
Obviously the Burman was only trying to win time. The next day. effectively. hc 
called Mr. dr L q E c  tt1 show him a letter which he had just received from Muong 
You. It was signed by the Burmcsc official and the members of the Srrra of that 
place and it r r d  in csscncc: "Since there is a letter from X i c n ~  Ton: which 
requests the 1:rench to pnlcrcd ~hcrc .  we cannot receive them before thcy havc 
k e n  to this town." Evidently. the king of Muong You thought hc would offend a 
stronger colleague and hc wiscly declined to give an authorization without 
knowing whal had y n c  on betwoen us and Ximng Tong. 

We had tn think hard: cvcymnc was ovun-omc with discouragement: fever 
reigned ~ r r n a n e n t l y  in rhc camp and it was a l m o s ~  impossible. given the state of 
the roads and nur rnonctarq. rcsourcus. to havc the whole expeditinn undcmakc 
thc journey to Xieng lbng. Mr. dc La~rCc  rcsolvcd to go thcrc together w i ~ h  
Doctor 'I'horcl. Aldvy w d  rmly two nicn of the escort. The success of our joumcy 
dcpcndcd entirely on thc clutcomc o r  h i s  move. \%'c ky;m to ll'ar that. in his 
turn. the king c ~ f  Xicne Tune would fwl  obliged to refer the matter r o  Ava and 
that he m=ould force us to wait for an answcr rrom the king of Rurma. That m=ould 
have bccn as much ;ts puttin? us off forever. Commander de  I . agrk  promis~d tr) 
k t ~ p  nle ahreast nf his j o u m y  and of his ncpotiations. 11 was agreed that if I had 



Plate 8 TITP R l r n ~ t ~ s ~  rr.siclent r!f M~cor~,q Y n r r , ~  nrld his wifr fclm\~~irig h~ H. cit7 
Morrri~lrr, h l s ~ d  olt ( I  skcrch r!f' I-. D~lii/>or-tc). 

to join him in Xicng Tong, with thc rcst 01' thc cxpedi~ion. 1 would Icavc ytt 
:~nothur part o i  our luggazc bchind. 

Mr. dc LagrPc lofi on 14 August. at I p.m. A few hours hcli>rc his dcpapture. 
tlic I3itrman hacl nffercd him, at an cxorbitanl pricc. a had. onc-eycd horse and hc. 
;~ppearctl to he shocked hy thc hlunt rcfi~sal that met this inloresting offer. 

Thi\ cynical and obnoxious person gave ur more offcnse evcrv day. 
Neverthclc\s, wc liatl to live in pcilce with h ~ n i  I'or the firteen days or tlircc wecks 
we wcrc lo qtay in Muong Ynng whilc waiting for Mr. dc L:igree'\ ortlers. With 
thc weather still niiny and the lever which i~Hrctcd nioqt of 11s. we wcre forced 
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to sray put. -1hc illncss hit us less whcn wc ourwlvcs wcrc its viclims. than ivhcn 
we had to watch its effects on our companions. Silently and broken-hearted u=c 
listened to thc delirious words oC thow among us who paid heir t r ihu~c to thc 
pernicious miasmas of the junglcs. and not daring r o  stop thc delirium in action. 
wc had to urlntunl clurwlvcs with having the person Co1lowl.d hy a man of thc 
esccm when hc wcnt wandrring outsidc. I myself was affwtcd vcy-  strongly by a 
fcvcr ;md taken hy dclirium and I rccali abusing our couragcttus and dcvotcd 
ctn~k. Pcdro. who follrlwcd rnc by order of thc d t ~ l o r ,  and whr~ was in rny cycs 
zuilty of having violllted nly order not to leave  he canlp without nly pcrmissioll. 
Thc p )o r  dcvil was about to Icavc. not daring 10 call rnc hack to thc reality of my 
situation. and he hid behind the nearcst tree tu continue his ohhcrvalion out of 
111. sight. 

Ncvcnhclcss. wc rcuciv~d licqucnt visits. Thc wives or thc kin: often carnc 10 

hl. shown our E u r c ~ ~ a n  objects. to sct  photographs of monuments in Pmis in 
~ h c  stcrcoscopc and to question us a h u l  Europ: and cspwially France. Thr 
m i o n c n c  thcatcr of our Annan~itcs had a reputation that p r ~ ~ c c l c d  us all cwcr 
Laa. They came to ask them for pxhrnlances. But their chwdulncss was ~ o l l c  
and their n~iniature actors had lost their voice*. J had to use n q  authority to 
o h t i n  something wscmbling a lhclltcr pcrformancc. Alas! thc happy pantmiimc 
and the dialogues full nf high spirits had run their time. There were mnrc tears 
than laughter in the jokes ot- the dolls. and their owners soon burnt thcm to avoid 
having to feign a cheerfulness they did not feel. 

The Burman's w i l i  was the most regular o r  our visitors. This young wttnlan 
shokvcd an extraordinary intelligence. curiosity and gratitude for the truuhlc we 
~rwk to instrucl hcr. and hzr chamling grace madc u s  enjoy ~hcsc 111cc1ings. She 
noticed this and put a certain coquettishness into prolonging the meetings by 
contriving to find new topics nf conversatinn. In this way I collected snme vapur 
information on the upper parts of the country. on the silver mines situated funher 
north. in Kcnrna and cspccially on China which is called Muong Hn here and ix 
only spoken of ildrniringly.'['hcrc. they wid. wen: wide roads p;lved with flagstones. 
imn hridpcs and inns at 311 stopowcr places. - 1 % ~  idca of comtbrkhlc roads made 
us sn=oon with joy and our hare feet itched in  advance. Hut when would rye reach 
this country of uiviliz;ltion and comfort'! This consideration fillcd all our pn!jrc-tr-ts 
and dreams. It was with d c s p i r  thal wc cnvisagcd ~ h c  p n ~ s p x t .  which at this 
rnorncnl was not cvcn the lcxst prohablc. uC having to rctracc our steps. yo 



h x k  to Saigon after failing in our attempt. having undcrgonc so Inany weary 
marches and withstcnd so  many cares. all this without obtainin: hc compc.nsa~ion 
of lhc glory which wipcs them awe!. that was indccd a sad prr)spect. 

l b  while away thew Ion2 days or douht and waiting. our only rccoursc was 

ralking ahout the hornclsnd. t o  savor in prospcct rhmc joys of our return. to gu 
nwr ~ h c  samc projects twenty times. to rehcarw thc same scencs incrssan~ly in 
our imagination and to vary then1 according to rhc mood of the day. as to who. 
what. wherc and why. Somctimcs thc dihcussion rvnuld turn to politics: had a war 
colllr out o r  the Ihsrian-Austrian question'! Wc talkcd ovcr thc dlianucs and 
computed thc chanccs or victory. NP spcculatcd on ~ h c  news that we u=ouId Iind 
out at ihc first civilized p l x c  we wnuld reach in a ycar or uightccn months. 
S(>mc~imcs also -and thcsc wcrc the livuliest discussions and also thow that 
answcrcd k s t  to ~ h c  state of abstraction in which minds thdt had h ~ n  deprivcd 
for marc than a ycar uC all con~nlunica~ion  with the outside world. lclund 
~hemsclvcs- wc r;luklrd thc most worlhy philowphical and r ~ l i ~ i o u s  problems. 
What struck us csp-ial ly.  since we w-crc in contact with thc Buddhist populations 
d lndo-China. was the similarity of ~ h c  religious instincts of  Inan. whatever rac-r 
hc hclongcd to and whcrcvzr hc lived. and thc strange rcscmhia~lcr of the 
~raditions. Iegcnds. miracles which arc at the origins of cach kl icf .  It was childish 
to msume thal each h ~ r r o w e d  this from his nziphhor and to build historical 
theories. which wcrc. ahovc all, h~scd on the religions conviclions oC their 
authors. nn thcse analoyies. Thc spirit of man. which had thc ranle aspiritiuns 
and thc samc nr-cds everywhere. Colkmed tht- sa111e tcndcncies and ilspircd to the 
same idrals. The rcastms for klicving. as well a s  thc forms which twlrship or 
prayer took. wtrc  the wnlc among all peoplcs, aliatcvcr point nf thc g l o k  one 
visitcd. Among the less enlightcncd classcs religion reduccd i~se l f  a l w i ~ >  io 

some superstitions. ccrtain p o r l y  understood Cormulas. Evrrywhcrc. it 
prcsentcd an apparent unitormity which s~ruck even the most superticia1 ohsencr. 

O n  this, wc dl agrecd: but  he disagreement started whzn wc tricd to intcrprct 
thc Buddhist d{lpmas and to compare their influence with that which the Christian 
d o n l a s  have exerted on the Western world. I s p i  ~ h c  reader our digressions on 
 his subject. I believe thal we can only consider all thcsc quesions dispa~sionately 
when. having retired to mother planet. wc could contcnlplatc what happens on 
this small &be that we call thc earth. with an eyc dcvoid of  partisanship. 
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Thc subjugation rlt 'hc @on in which wc found uurwlvcs by the BUTIIIL'W did 
not seem final m d  the conquerors appcarod to &eat their trihu~aies cautiously. 
Thc rolc of the Uurmcsu oCli~-ids was. alxlve anything elsc. fiscal: they wenr 
c h a r ~ c d  with ctlllccting thc custonls dues imposed in ditTerent parts of the 
country. A11 tbt  Chinese traders who traded with the sr~uth d Rurmesc 1 . m ~  up 
to Xitng Khon_e had to pass through Muong kbng and this obligation. no Icss 
tha~i  ~ h c  harshness of the Burmese agents and the rekll inn ot- rhc h:llusslims in 
Yunnan. hid reduced this tra& to an insignificant amount. Whcn wc wcrc in hluong 
Ynng. rhrcc ?cars had passed since thc usual Chincsc con\=oy had madc its 
appl-arance there. 

The administration and justicc systcm rcmaincd in the hands of  thr  indigenous 
authorities who an. composed. a s  in Siamese I m s .  d a  Svtirr. Only Ihe t i~les an' 
diifcrcnl: thus ~hc: t)prrlrrr or scc;rlnd kinz hccorncs thc Pt'rrifrrl>otig: thc trrt-l~ho~rr 
is ciilled the Pi~~rnlrrhr~~lg: the rrtr.h.sl.orlg is the ~~tr.lrtrhr)ti#: h- ~ ~ f i t r ~ r f g  . ~ P ) I .  

P~ithrnr~q crc. A l a ~ c  n u r n h r  of L;iotizms. cspx-ially in Muong YOIIZ. scc111d to 
regret rhe passin? nf Siamrw so\=crcignty and  hat was what wade thc. Burmcw 
say lhat the people rlf this Muong did not have an ho~lcst hem and I I~USI  k 
controlled strictly. By 1803. Burmcsc oppression of thc Laotian prinuipalitiss 
or thc north was so  grei l  that the chiet:s oi- Xicng Tong. !kluung Yonp clc. 
undcflook wcrct negotiations with ~ h c  uhilris of Xicng Mai. Laphon and L;~k{;rln 
which were suhjcct to the Sianlese. The latter pro~nised to give land to ;ill thost 
emigrants who aprccd to l i v r  under [he su-lcrilinty of Rangkoh. and a1 a givrn 
mo~ncnt. to attack the Burmese troops who nccupird the rcrritnry of Xicng l r ~ n g .  
to evict 1he111. They fornlally c n p ~ c d  thcmsclvcs to rcspcct thc l i k n y  and 
autonomy ofrhc  immigrants. Conscqucnrly, the t.vo1~111rr re king rh' Xicng Tony. 
his lour brothers. thc /sol)nrrrr of Munng Yon: and a g ~ a ~  nurnkr of  1-antian?; of 
their following rchcllcd against ~ h c  Burmcsc and placed thcrnsrlvcs under 
Sian~esc protection in Xicng Scn. Hut thc maliuc o C  thc Siamcsc was not 111n: in 
erupting: Far fmm r c s p c c ~ i n ~  thcir ayccmcnt with thc irnrni_rr;mts. they d ispc~md 
them among thu liw lawns oCXicng Mai. Laphon. Labtn. Muong PhG and Muon: 
h'an. suhjcc l in~ them to thc hravitst taxcs and mutiny then1 only with hllrsh~icss 
and mistrusl. Thr yrlungcst of thc brttthcrs of the  isohorrir of Xicnp Tong m a n i c d  
to rclum 10 this lawn with sumc loyal followers and he was prtclaimrd king. 
The present sovereign of Xieng Tong wah his eldest son. 

In 1x37. during his SKI>= in Xicng Mai. M a c I m d  rnct ~ h c  cxilcd princcs. whn 
complained bitturly ahout S i a l~ l cw twhavior and solicitzd thc support of thu 
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English to help thcm rcturn to thcir country. On his pan, the ~ s o l ~ ~ r r n  of Xieng 
Tong had proposcd to Bangkok. in a friendly manner. thc reopcnins o i  the long- 
disconlinued commercial relations ktwccn the lantians of the north and Siamcsc 
terrilory. Bangkok refused this absolulcly, lest  he exiled Laotians use the 
r e o ~ n i n g  of communications lo return to their old homeland. The authorities 
of Xieng Mai especially opposed the adoption of lhis propsilion. which would 
result in their losing a great number of h i r  subjects. The ancicnt cnmity between 
thc Burmese and the Siarncse manifested itself rronl this rnomenr in scvcral 
m e d  attemps on the borders of Karen territop-. In 1852. i~ degeneratd into 
npcn war. Rivalries. which were gmwing morc pronounced zach day. had risen 
up behvecn hlaha Say, ~ h c  governor uf Muong Phong. a province situatcd on the 
left bank or h e  Mekong and the king of Xieng Tong. hlaha Say appealed to the 
Siamese for help and  he latter made three cxpcditions against Xieng Tong; thc 
first with three thousand men. the sccond with k n  thousand men and thc last with 
thirty thousand men. The last tmwk place in 1854 and cnded in a vcri~able rout of 
the Siarncw. It was under the command of thc Kromaluong, ' i-e., the m i ~ s t e r  of 
war. commander in chief of all the military forces of Siam. Thc Siamese army 
was concentrated in Muong Nan and set out for Xieng IIai, in January. At tha~ 
pnint it split in two groups: one. under the command of Chao Phaya Yorncral. 
advancud directly on Xieng Tong: the other, undcr the command of  the 
Kromaluong, look the road that we ourselves had followed and by way nf Palb. 
Muung Yong and Muong You. it tried to encircle Xicng Tong. But  he population 
had fled the invaders. thc rice they wcrc unable tcl carry had been burned and in 
each place thu Siarnesc army found only defcndcrs who rctrca~ed heforc its 
approach. fighting the passes throuzh the mountain every inch of the way. The 
elephants and buffaloes used for the transportation of luggagc and supplics were 
not sufficient in n u m b  and the Krornaluong had to haw recourse to Lu from 
Xieng Hong to obtain provisioris and porters. &spite all Lhcse difficulties. the 
Siamex army finally arrived undcr the wdls of Xieng Tong on 26 April. The 
town was defended by approxima~ely t h m  thousand Burmese troops, seven 
thousand Laotians and six thousand men belonging to native tribes of the vicinity. 
The Siamese opencd moflar fire which did thc town no harm at all: thcy saw the 
projectiles coming from afar and avoided lhem. Aftcr twenty-onc days, thc 
hcsicgcrs had made no progress at all. Thc rains arrivcd and threatened to rnakc 
a rctreat impossihlc. An epidemic decimated the elephan~s and the buffaloes. On 
17 May. thc Kromaluong gave up thc siege and began a fighting retreat. The 
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S ian~r se  wrrc pursued by natives. who killed a ?reat numher of thcni in the 
mtlu~ltain gorFcs. Many died o l  hungcr and misery h - ~ w w n  Paldo and Sicrnlrip. 
Numerous tnlphics m=crr: luft behind in the hands of thc victnrs. among r~thers a 
two-wheelcd cahrioler of European origin. which belonged to the Krt~naluong 
himself and which Mr. ddu ti~grt!c has r l i w o v c ~ d  cmfu l ly  maintain~ul in Xicng 
Tong. it moflar ol- FInglish make and 3 IUI of wc3p)ns. 

In summarq.. there was nilthing Icss final than the situation of thr Laotian 
principalities of tlic ~mrlh.  IIaving suuccssivcly had the c x ~ r i c n c ~  of rule h\;. 
both Siam and :\va. thc Iocals decply dcsired a Icss violcnt state of all-aim. morc 
rcpul:~r and stahlc. i111rl this aspiri~tiun. which was scnural. wtluld hc singularly 
favorablc to the ilttcmpts o l  ;I F1uropm11 pou=cr. should it  intcrcst itsclf in thc 
all-airs of thu rcpion. 

I have said that fcrrn~crly Muon€ Yong was thc scat of a plwcrful ki~lgdc~rn. 
N'ithin its walls. we still fuu~ld  sizable ruins ot-pasclrlas and da~oha?;  uxtant: thcy 
indicated a s ~ d c  of- prospcrity and of zrcat pou=cr. Onc 01- thc most rcn~arkahlc. 
uf thcsc ruins msc on ~ h c  flanks of thc ~nountain undcr which the villiyc stcnd. 
Thcse wcrc laycrcd Icrraucs. in thc ucntcr of whicli r r w  brick ~rto~lulncnts. 
Althoueh very inl'crior i11 tcrms rlC ~ltatcrirlls. thc principal arrangements and the 
Iayout of ~ h c  various pans oC thc construction bn)ught to mind tht  lllonumcnts 
of Anzkor. In i~ddirion. the Camhldian empirc had lcli a dccp i~~tp i in t  in rhc minds 
of thc puoplc and rntinks tlftcn solicited. with re.ipcctCul curiosity. sonic 
infr,rm;lticml on thc Tcvata Kakhon. w "thc Ki~lgdonl of the Angels." which was 
[he narnc by which they dcsignatcd the old Khr~lcr empire. But if we asked what 
touchcd them mtwt r l ~ ~ p l y  abut thew nncrhy nnlins. which they had ncwr  visited 
and which wcrc covcrd by vcgc~ation. to this and to all thc other qucslion?; a c  
got the eternal answer ho IIOII. "I don'r know!" 

-1hat Chon1 Yong which Mr. dc LagrCc and Mr. k l a p o r ~ t  visitcd and which 
one could w e  from a1111ost any point nf the plain. appxarcd tc~ k nldcr than thc 
ruins o C  Muon? Yong. By its isolated llocation and by ~ h c  rcspwt that it i~l?;pirtld. 
it had c s c a p d  thc drstruct ion which had alnlost evcrywhcre o v c ~ a k c n  t h c ~ c  
rclisious nionurncnts within thc walls of thc town. whcn they wen. conqurwd. 
hen then. That Chon1 Yong was a much fiquentcd placc of pilgrirnayc. At thc 
foot of thc mountain. on  which it rose. ran the Narn Yunonp. which in this spot was 
tli-rnly lo tu=cnty-live mctcrs wide. A village. the prlgtda of which wrvcd as a 
first stoppin? p i n  for pilgrims. was on thc lcft hank. When onr crt,swd thc 
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river. one clirnhild rhe steep IIlank of thc mountain by quite a go(d mad. Formerly. 
pan of this climb had hecn done by thc staircases. now in ruins. After half an 
hour of walking, we arrival at a pouchtc  of husc size. ' which. according ro 
Huddhist legend, had probably been planted at the lime of ~ h c  monument's 
construction. The trcc was five lo six metcrs in diameter. Very ciosc up. we 
noticed the ruins of an alhr and of a small walled space. A little before w arrived 
;II  he platciu that supported thc rlrcrt we camc lo another sacrod well which was 
very much rcvered. 

The monument itself consisted o r  large gallcrics which formed a squarc in the 
ccnler of which was a gildcd pyramid. uvertowerd by an iron crown. The filot of 
 he pyramid was cncircled by small columns. above which there was a hollow 
oval in which gif~3 lvurc deposited. The small columns wcrc called dt~r ho which 
meant "lotus leaves." There w r c  also small monuments called HI). in~ended fnr 
the m c  usage. In thc center nf the eastern gallev therc was a small sanctuarq.. 
'I'hc columns of the gallery were square-shaped and adorned with intricate 
sculptures. Althrju_eh they showed traces of several restora~ions. thcy wwere almost 
completely prrrscrned in thcir original form and thc inhabitants of the counlry 
said they werc frum the sarnc period xs when the rhcrt was first cuonslructed All 
the ornaments were madc of cement. As in the ruined monurncnts of Muong 
Yong, you could see a fcw similwitics between thc ycneral lincs. rhe form of thc 
ctdumns and some othcr decorativc features of  That Chom Yong and Ihe 
architecture of Angknr. Inside the ckstern sanctuary there wcrc several rather 
plsculiar bronze statues. They were made distinclive by their protruding cycs and 
chins which appeared to be suprimposed. Onc or them had the date 1IK) in good 
chancres: evidently. this must have been 1100. There wcrc also smaller marble 
statues. among which there was a representation of the --lining Buddha. or. 3s 
the Ia~antians called him, the h a  Nippan. 

To thc wcst, a linlr: below thc monument, on a less e l e v a ~ d  plateau. hcre was 
a sniallcr pyramid. also gilded. From this point, the view was v e F  pxtry: we 
discnvcrd the valleys of the Nun Yong and  he Nam Owng and the vicw extendcd 
to the linc ui- mounhins which fumed the horizon in the wcst. 

The most valuable and distinctiuc historical souvenirs thal we obtainul in the 
region wure those which uzerc connected with the cotlstrucrion of thc ~ I I ~ I I .  I+= 
clearing thcm of thcir legendaq accretions, wc can deduct interesting indications 
of the kings arld thc rulers who had succecdcd uach othcr in the region. IIcre is 
what h c  Srrt~~uirlg or 'Yhe chronicle'' of That Uhom Yr~n_e said:' 
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Plate 10 A M ~ O O ( I P ~ ~  S I C I I I ~ P  of the R~r(l(l/tn nt That Chorn h n g  (dr(7t1-irtg h?. 
1,. D~lcrpnrtc ,from tiolirrr.). 

"When Pha Kasnpa. the Buddha before Sammonocodoni, catlie to thc counlry 
of Murrng Yong, thcrc wcrc no inhabitants and thc plain was a big lake. He pl;tntcd 
a poll r.hrp\* on [lie flank of the mounlain: he hnrl brought lliis troc from Lar~ca 
(Ceylon) and hc atc rice nt [he place where now thc tlirrt rises up. 



Furthcr Travels in I .aos and in Yunnan 

"At this morncni. ~ h u  lrativcs who carnc frcm the cas~ Coundrd sewn  kingdonis 
mound the lakc. I'hya Kgam was lhcir principal chief and ~ h t  11umhr.r oC subjects 
was ilbrwi Lour to fivc thousand rncn. 

" - 1 - h ~ ~  wcre Thais in Xicng Tong. in hluong Lxm, in Xicng Sen. in Xieng H o n e  
and to the east of  thc N;lm Khong ( t h t  Mekong rivcr). hut they wcrc subject 
thc natives who n=crc much more nurncrous. 

"Thc princc uf AIS-vy (Xicng Hong) had Crlur sons. He hrrlu~ht thoo togcthcr 
and told thcrn: 'The Kha arc our mwrcrs: it is a sha~nc  lo hc subjcctcd to thcir 
yokc. Whal lnwt wc do trl gain our indcpcndcnce?' Sonanta Sntrou Kouman. his 
sccond w n .  answcr~d  hiin: 'Give mc five hundred rncn and I promise: delivcrancc.' 
Thcsc live hundrcd rnrn werc given LO him and he went to Phya Kpam and ofl'crcd 
his services. The Kha prince rccciucd him with gocdwill and authori~ud his 
csiahlishment in rhu country. Sonanta Satrou Kouman then hircd natives and had 
a li-,rtificd plauc conhtructcd which carried thc name Xizng Uhang. Phya Ngam 
maintained friendly rclatiuns wilh him and carnc to  visit son~et~mcs .  

"One day thc Thai prince invitcd thc whole followin_r of  Phya Ngam Crlr a zrtat 
feast. They scwcd thrcu t y p s  of  wine. onc of good qualitp thc other very hrady 
and the third onc poisoned. .4t the samt  time the paws of thc  town wcrc clrscd 
and at the end of  the meal. thcy murdered Phya *am and the Kha who 
acconipanicd him. The whole country was conquered. Thc king of Ali-vy scni his 
three other w n s  to govern Muong Khic. Muong Sing and Muong Ham. The 
country. which had already hecn callcd Tong. rws  dcsignatcd from this mornellt 
onrvards N:I Yonp. bec;lusc thcrtr grcat quantities rlf rice were c u l t i ~ a ~ u d  (Xu 
Ineilns rice-ficld in Laotianj. 

"A long timc after this. Sarnmonrlcodom was born. Fifty years had p s s ~ u l  sincc 
his cntty into rhc Nippan (Nirvana) whun an nlohir~lrr (sainl) by lhe name rlCKiri 
Malenta brought four sacKd hairs. They citcd also the namcs of four other 
ololrm~~rrv who camr: Anuuta. Clupia.  Soupitha and Tauna. They hrnughi a hone 
of the hcad. a h n e  of the Icg and other relics. 

'-Sourang Ihvat i  was the king of a country and he d o n a t d  ;I golden vase and a 
ra..t o l  precious stonrs. The relics wen: put in it and thc vise was placcd in a 
deep hok. tiwnty times sin fcct dwp.  The king then canlr to celchraic a feast: 
hi: had his wifc Sida and his four sons, Kcomarou. Chrlmsivirat. Onghat and 
Sumsnouu. with him. 
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Plate 1 1 I~ot i r tn  + ~ Y ( I / ) I I I I . F  N I I ~  Ino/.~ ( f / r~ l ) t ' i r i~  R. Roli~~(ifi)it.~. /INSIYI or1 CI 

, C A P I ( ~ I ~  of I>. D ~ l n p o r t ~ ) :  I .  A spear uscd for elephant hunt.;: Icngth: 4 meters 
and 71) centin~cters.-2. A foot-soldicr's spear.-3. An ax for cutting treev; 
length: I mctcr and 20 centimeters. rhu f-part is moveable and can he turned ;I[ 

right i~ngles. I t  was then uvcd as an a x . 4 .  A ra7nr and its sheath; Icngth: 20 
centimeters.-5. A screw-driver and a hammer used for Fun mending.-6. A 
box of twisted bamboo for bullets.-7. A wooden powdcr-horn. The top (a)  was 
u\cd to measure the charges.-8. An ordinary knifc; Icngth: 40 cent i~netcr . ; .~  
9. A stabbing knife; Icngth: 25 centin1etcrs.-11). Scissors; Icngth: 30 
centimctcrs.--1 1 .  A s~nall hatchct: Icnptli: 30 centin1~cr.s.-12. Scisvors uvcd 
to cut areca nuts: Icngth: 17 centimeters.-13. A chopping-knifc uscd to cut 
herbs or to cut n patti through bushes; length: 40 ccn1imctcrs.-14. A sahcr and 
its sheath.--15. A bamboo bow and arrow. 



Fur~hcr Travels in Laos and in Yunnan 

"Seven ycars lam. the , m t  mlohrmtu died. He was buried in the westerly 
dircction. a1 a distance o r  one hundred and twenty timcs six feet. in a place whcrc 
there is n small pyramid today 

"King AICky ddccided that the inhabitants would be devotcd to Chuwley(Chai t 'a] 

and three imcs  a year he came to aaucnd a celebration. 

"Five hundrud years after achieving the Nippan, the king of Pa~halibnt 
(Patalipoutra or Patna), Ar;oka Thamariit. came to fight the kingdom of Ktheara. 
IIc gained victor?; and dccidcd to makc uwx with thc kingdom of Kco. The king of 

this country thww himself in the river and thc ranking ntlhlcs sumndcrcd without 
a fight. Aqoka demanded to see the corpse of the king and he resuscitated him. 
Then he gavc him his kingdom back and he called il Chulani. Hilvins returned to 
Pathalihot after his victtbcs. he sent mandarins in all directions to built eighty- 
eight thousand religious monuments all over the counlries he had conquered. Hc 
erected thc Clirryrlry or Muong Yong and hc  himself celehratcd a feast them." 

The reader m;iy note that according to thc tradition. thc thi i~  of Muong Yong 
was linked with the oldcst and the mosl celebrated incidents in the cstablishmcnt 
of Buddhism. The local chronology urrcd a little houauw it placcd the reign of 
thc pious Aqoka. who lived in the middle of the third centurq. R.C.. near our cri. 
Howevcr. thr reader must not look so clo.wly: it is to thc order of the facts 
rcported in thcse pious lgend  only that we musl attribute somu chronolrqical 
value. 

More recent triditions prcscrved thc memory of thc conquest o r  thc countr). 
by the Chinese. This conquest appcxtxl to me to bc placed in thc thirteenth 
century duriny the reign of Khoubilai Khan. The Chinew icstahlishcd thcnrselves 
in Muong Y q .  which  hey made an important ckfcnse centcr for their sourhcrn 
border: thcy built a fortification. which took the name Vien Chiuny Ho. on rhc 
banks of thc Narn Ouq. Their domination. howcver. did nut 1 ~ 5 1  long and  he 
princes of Xicng hlai succeeded thcm in the govcrnmcnt of thc count? up to the 
sixteenth ccntury. the period whcn the Burrnrsc kings scizcd the whole rcgion 
up tn Xicng Sen. 

On 30 A u ~ u a .  I reccivcd a letter from Commander de lagkc, written about 
halfway to Xicng 'I'on?. IIe had had to abandon h c  direct road and had madc a 
dctour to thc south around Ihc mountain range which separated Muong Yong 
from Xieng Tong. (Hu wrote that1 the country which [Ire] traucrsod was inhahitcd 
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by natives called I k .  whose skills in agriculture and industry were no! inferitw 
to those of the Laoliws. nor did they dcserw in any wiy the lahel nzltivcs o r  Khe 
which was given to them by the conquering race. Thcse 1 1 ~  were drcssed more 
or less as ~ h c  Thai-Lu: a d w p  blue pair of lrousers and a jllckct with a red turban. 
Thcir villages wcrc big and well built: thc houses were very largc: their rrwL 
wached vcry low and formod a urt of covcrcd gallery all mund. The dwellings 
touched cach o ~ h e r  inskiid of k i n g  sprcad out haphwardly likc those of the 
Laotians. and thcy usually formed a widc. pleasing road. The gardens. in which 
he noticcd carefully cultivated tca plants. were outside thc village. The [scarcity 
ofl ~ v a ~ c r  . . . in the heights at which they lived probably obliged the natives trl 
group ~hcmselvcs in this way. The water was hroughr close ro the hrluses by 
bamhcnj pipes. Thc roads in the viciniQ of ihe villages wcrc well maindned and 
carefully fcnced by woodcn barricrs to prcvent animals from cnturing  he 
neighboring cul~ivated m a s .  thc main crop in which was cnttrm. ?‘hew fenccs 
wcrc c0ven.d with climbing plants and they formed hedges of prrcncry which 
held back thc soil hmught down by thc rains and thus proteckd the rtmds from 
landslides. 

Thc Doe wcn. capahlc hunturs. Hew. [Mr. du Lagkc  wmtc) [he] no longer 
tncountcred thc great lijrests and the grassy plains which were home to the grcat 
quadrupeds ofcentral IndeChina, such as the tigcr. thcclcphant or the rhinrxerm, 
but porcupine and wild hoar wcrc abundant and sometimes supplied thc kitchens 
of the inhabitants. 

[Fmm the account of1 the placcs where Mac1 xmd had mut the Lawa during his 
journcy in Xicng Tong and the details which hc provided on thcir customs and 
their economic activities. [Mr dc lagrkc] bclicved that they hclongcd to thc 
samc race as the Doc.. although the latter did not at all dewn:c the w ~ ~ r d s  of thc 
English explorers a b u t  the diay and awakward appemance of thc 1.i.a. To this 
group of pctjple. i.c.. the Ikz, we should add the Lcmet. who spnkc the same 
lan_euage and whose dress displayed vcry great similarities. In thc opinion of one 
of the mosl compelcnt men in IndwChinesc cthnogrqhic matters. Colonel Yule, 
these natives repwscnt thc dcgeneratc type of the mother rxtr of the Lantians 
and the Thais, in thc period when t h q  had not yct heen rntdified hj, Buddhist 
civili~ation. [Mr. dc Lag&] more happily adopted this opinion as the Due trday 
still gready resemble the Thais. The Dtw called hemsclvcs Hoi-Mane. They 
s i d  that they wcrc natiws with the samc origins and thal ihey spoke a dialect 
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ulwc to that ot- those who lived on thc hmks c>C ~ h c  Salween They called the 
laucr nativcs Hoi-Kun. 

A few Kha Kho villigcs wcrr intcrminglcd with the 1h villapcs on the platc'au 
of X i r ~ y  Tonp. iMuong Khay. from whcrc Commander de LigrCiu: wnltc to  mc. 
WAS a largc Iautian village inhabited for ~ h c  grcatcr pan by Lu from .Muong 
Ham, who had tlzd the country whun Maha Say. after having stirred up the war 
hrrlwccn Siam and Xienp Tong. had atlacked ~ h c  Lu prinripalitics of the Sip Sons 
Panna. or "lhc twelve Muongs." the namc which was sometimes used to designarc 
the kingdom r,f Xirng Hong. Muong Ham. onc o f  lhcsc twclvc provinces. had 
morc than four thousand registered illhahitants at that time. It has no nlorr than 
thrcc hundrcd now. 

Cornmandcr dc I.a@e ended his lettzr hy _riving notice nf [the arrival oil 
I'urthcr mail on the evening of thc thiniuth. written from Xieng Tong. 

'l'his promise inspired paticncc in us. Ilcspite the rains. we made a Ccw 
excursions in rhr vicinity of Muong Yong. Three to four kilomctcrs to ~ h c  north. 
thcru wcrc warm water springs which wc visil~rd. Thcy were situated clow to a 
plcasing big village where wc wrrr: surpriwd to find a daily n~arkct and a r a t  
numhcr o r  Pcguan and Burmese hawkcrs selling clnth and objects from Xicng 
Mi. Thcrc. was an abundance of all kinds of things. while in the capital or thc 
district. in Muong Yong. w=e often had prohlcms in buying ncccssiries at exorhitant 
prices. This wax thc result of the prewncc in the. 1attc.r p l x c  ot- the Bunncsc 
a_eent d (31. thc l a c s  rhat hc collected from thc vendors. 

On 76 August. the Burman cdlcd mu: hc had rcccivcd a letrer from X i c n ~  
Tong, which informed him that pcnnission to proceed had heen granted. I Iravc 
i~ to ~ h c  reader LO guess how satisfied wc wrc to hc able to put an end to our 
cnrorccd halt and to continue our journcy. Ncvcnhclcss. 1 was s~irprised that I 
did not rc-cuivc a lcllcr from the commander confirming lhis gotd news. Thc 
thiniuth of  August, the date fixed lbr thc arrival oC lhis letter. passed without 
bringing anythinz. Our waiting was thus prolonged unlil 6 Scptcmber. taking a 
Inon: prtxarious turn with the passing of c x h  day. Had Mr. de 1 agee fallen ill:' 
In which 'ax. why did I l r  lhorel not Pvc us my ncws:' Our confusion. which 
was morc than justified by a week's delay. con ju r~d  up one rcason aftcr annthcr. 
Our absolutc i_rmorancc on whal had passed in Xialg Ton? and on thc 
rhe c h i d  cd the cxpcdition had met with there. midc  us ct~njccturc all kinds ot 
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plausihlu assumptions. Thcrc win a rumor n~nning around thc cr>uur)- that twcnty- 
cifhl rntn bent by the king of Xien: Tmg to scll opium in Muong Phong and 
vicinily had bccn murdcrc-d. Only one man had ccscaped and had hrrwyht the news. 
iVc trtmnhled cvcry time wc heard such had rumors on the fate of par1 of the 
Commission which was so far away Cmln us. 

On 6 Scptemhcr wc h e x d  from public rumors that Mr. dl' Lagrk.  illstcad of  
cumin: hack to Muong Yong wnuld leave or hid nlrcady lett Xiuny Tong to 
procccd lo Muonz You. 7hcrc was. however, no plausihlc cxplanalion for his 
silcncc from that ~nonlcnt onxvards: had the rncsscnger with his lctlcr Ion it and 
did hc not dare to rappear. or had hc met with an accidcnt on the mad'.' 1 decided 
to i~xk to leavc Cur M u r j n ~  You w i ~ h  the wholc expedition. in order to diwicovcr 
whcthcr we rca11y had rccovcred t-rccdom of movsment agiain. Thc 5ur111zln madc 
n o  objection. Orders ~=crc given to gather the poners \t.c needed and our dcparturc 
was sct for thc eighth. The cvcning bcforc that day. in the middlc (IT our 
preparations. Ihr long-awaited Icucr of Commander dc Lag& fi~rally arrived. I t  

wa.. not d i d .  but the mzssengrr. who was none uthcr than the low-r inkin~ oniccr 
ol- Muong Yong who had escnrtcd the chicf oi- thc u x ~ d i t i o n  LO X j e n ~  Tong.  old 
us that hc had reccivcd i t  on thc first of' Scp tcn~hr .  Mr. de  I~grCt  cnnfinncd thc 
good news that had hcen givcn to me by the Burmese rcsidcnt: hrlweucr thcrc 
werc strings attachcd which made us fear new difficullics. A! the samc time. hc 
gave me some dctails on his journey and on his nr~otiiitions. He a r r i v d  with Ih .  
Thorcl in Xieng l b n g  on 23 August and ~hl :  two 1:rcnch nffiucrs rcccivcd in 
audience by the kine on thc twcnty-fifth. Iiis reception led thc chicf of the Frcnch 
mission to guess immcdiatcly (hat no ubstaulc whatsocvur wcluld come from 
that side. The v i s i~  made 10 the Iathcr or this prinuc by MacLcod in 1837 -a visit 
of which thc prince rctaincd thc hest of memories-was prhaps one oC thc 
mnst important reasons rrlr the goodwill he showed to t:rcnch travclcrs. Hc ortcn 
spokc with Mr. de  1-agke of thc English officer. ahr~ut  his crlstumc and his 
instmmcnts. 1a.r. ifl . . . all ~ h c s e  de~ai l s  had been to him thc rcvelnlion of a sup-rior 
civiliution. h ; ~ v i n g  the king, Mr. dc  Lagkc went to the assembly oCthe mandarins. 
It consisted or thiny-two officials. reprcscnting thr  thirty-two il/lrorr.g%- or 
pmvinccs ofthe kingdom and all nominatd  by thc king and prcsidrd rwcr by two 
mandarins of a higher rank. nominated by thc court of Ava. Thc reception was 
al~nost fritndly as that of thc king. Thc ncxl das il was the turn uf thc Bur~nesc 
mandarin. who is dcsimated by the title "Pozr Sr~trr.'' I lc  said that it was hy very 
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prccious metal was pmcurcd, since thc rebellion of the Muslinls. had increasld 
its value considerably. At thc moment of Commander de I .a,&ee's visit, gold wax 
cxchangcd ayainst twenty-one, twcnty-two, twcnty-thrcc and even twenty-four 
limes its in silvcr. according to the purity of the later. The cxuhange rate 
in rupees was twenty times the wcight. A h u t  a kilometer to the west ofthe tnwn 
there was a rlrrri by thc name of That Chom Sri which was greatly revered: it was 
under rcpir. According to thc tradition. its foundation was attrihutd to Aqoka 
who was known by thc name of Pha Souko. 

Relations between the king of Xicng Tong and the two French ollicers hecmc 
more pleasant and mttrc cordial cauh day: His Majesty invited his guests almost 
every day lo spend thc evening w i ~ h  him and. putting aside etiquette. bombarded 
them with questions b u t  French customs. about Saigon, Cochinchina. Eur-opc, 
about French language and science. l'hc botanical excursions o r  our naturalist, 
who was seen returning each cvening with huge bushels of plants under his arms, 
had vcry much intrigued the king: one day he had more than fin); species of plant 
bmught and he was very surprised to note that nur botanist knew them dl. He 
requested him to perform his work for him and the bistour);. the magnifying 
glass. the pen, and the ink-stand became in turn thc object of his curiosity and his 
questions. IIe an~uscd hi~nself b!- writing down the Fn-nch namcs of all thcsc 
objwts and one day he wanted his gucsls to demonstrate to him the procedure nf 
a European meal. Thcy asked Moucllo, Mr. de Lagke's orderly, to come with dl 
his utensils. They furnished him w i ~ h  chickens. eggs. carrots, pork meat, and 
small hamboo shoots. The wh(hc was prepared on thc spot and scrved in English 
crockeq and silver cups which wmposed ~ h c  royal crwkery. Thc king's wife 
attendcd these informal meetings and tricd to obtain some remedies against  he 
rheumatics of old agc from nur doctor. boh she and hcr husband wore luxurious 
jewelry. At each chaiist they had new rings, new goldcn =-rings in which diamonds 
and cmcralds of a considerahlc value sparkled- Thc king had h n  decnraed with 
the order of Ava, with fiftc~n small chains and four golden plates adorned with 
ruhics, which hc wore as a sash from left to right. 

After having seen all the letters which Commandur de Lager: was holding and 
having convincud himself of his sinccnty, the Laotian princc rorthwith allowed 
him lo leave Xicng Tong as soon as hc wanted and it was agreed that the two 
Frcnch officcrs would lcave directly ror Muong You, while a lettcr would hc 
kkcn to Muong Yong. to h c  rest of Ihe expedi~ion. authorizing them to p m c d  
trl the samc point. 
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But thc Human did not mcan Lo rclcasc so quickly thc frjrciyncrs hc had 
mawqcd to get in his :rasp. and hc m i s d  oh-icction aAcr ohjcctir~n. Thc gord 
hit11 of thc  kin^ was thoroughly irritated by this IIIOVC. Hc scnl three mandarin< 
to thc Pil~r Sorri- trj dcclart lhllt hc had wishcd to -'I' Ihc tbrcigncrs in X i c n ~  
Tong. that thry canlc. that cvcryhtdy was able to judgc [hat ~ h r y  wrn: ho~lrst and 
that now lhcy wkcd 10 ctj~llil~ue their journcy and [hiit thih \hould tw ~.ranrcd tn 

them. 'lhc Burm;lli acted ;IS if hc was xcucfing and ~ ~ I V L '  I ~ C  kine's envoys ;I wriltcn 
pcr~nil for Mr. dc  L a g r k  to pmccd (In [hc jotrmcy. Thc mandarins. hclicvi~lg 
cvcrylhing was m a u g d r l .  hilstcncd to convey this to thc c h i d  rlfthr Frwuh mission. 
The vcriliration coniplc~~ul.  hc lbund [hat rhc a h w c  ~~lcntir,ncd drlcumcnl W;IF ;i 

p i ~ s s p r t  to circulate in thc intcrirw of  [he province of  Muons Yrlnz and thi~t thr' 
nalnc 01- blutlnz Yhu wils 1101 cvcn mcnti~jn~xl in ill [kir  dc  I-agriu. wmtv tll;~t h r ]  
had lo  go hack on the ;ltwc.k. On 3 Scptclnhcr. tinally armed with a proper pcrmit. 
our trrlvul uo~l ip~ninns  lcft for Muonp Yo11 attcr ha\=ing rcurivcd. iullong cwhcr 
oifts. from thr king ;I beautiful hrww which was thc start rli' t h t  txpcditicln's t 

c ~ v a l r y  divisic~n. 11 was christcnrd K o w ~ l .  by rc;lsun of  its kingly r~rigins. 

The complex mtlvcs by the Hurmcw rcsidunt cvidcntly had thc rlhjcctivu rll- 
winning timc so [hit he might rcccivc an answer from Ava k f o w  the French 
Corlllnissiun had lcCt Bu~.n~csi. tc r r i to~- .  I h i s  answcr had to arrive almr>sl ;LI ~ h c  
sanlc t imc as. rw two or thwc days after. the departure of Mr. dc h y r k  iron1 
Xieng Hony. auct~rding to lhc information obtained hy C:oloncl (now G~cncrill) 
Fytchc. the Enylish rcsidcnt in Bunna. IIcrc is the lcttcr that thc latlcr wrote 
from Kanpcln on 9 Augusl 1867. to thc viccrr>y o t  India: "lhc I-'rcnuh cnplo~ltion 
commission h ~ s  amaed  in thc Shan Shtc. tributary to Yunnan. East (11- Bamcr. 
They havc rvrittc11 from hlainslon r>r hMaingla to thc court of i l ~ a  to I . L ~ I I C S ~  t h ~  
iluthrlrization to visit Mi~ndillay. ' A favor;lble rcply has k c n  scnt. This rcply left 
blandala); rill 3 1 July." -]his Icttcr c~idcd with dctails on the towns 01- Milinglon 
and of Mainyla. situillcd on the nmd frtnn Ti-Ly to Ramo via Young-~ch;~ng. dctails 
which uanlicll Ix reproduced hcrc. The honorable Ilnglish officer was misled. as 
nllc can scc. ahout uur real situation hy the in l i ) r~~~at inn  of the Itlcals. Ths  Ic~tcr 
to u=hich hc 11ladr: an allusion was surely the one which was hy Uo~ll~l~ilndcr 
dc. h g r z c  frcjnl h?Iuone I-im to Xicnp Tong and which rcqucstud au~t~o~.izatir>n. 
not to y o  to Mandalay. but simply to traverse thc I .ao~ian trihuhry S I ~ I C S  of Burma. 
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We left Muong Yon€ on X Scptcmbcr. We had stayed thcrc for more than a 
month. Ihe lcttcr of  Mr. de lagkr, without telling us of thc end of all our 
problems. at lcast provided us with the hope that our joumcy still had somc 
chance of suuccss and we set off. if no1 full of vigor and hwlth, at least happier 
and mom confident than wc had k n  for three months past. 
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N'2 left Muong Yong on the hcs~  oC terms with thc local authorities and hastened 
in achwrful mood to the banks vfthc Nam Ouang to follow the right side upstream. 
At nnoon. wc forded this rivcr. It suddenly entcrcd the mountains which bordered 
the plain of Muong Yong to the west. Thcn. wc climbed a rathur steep slope 
which led to Ban Tap, a village that formed thc border of Muon& Yong, located 
rm hc dividing line of thu waters of the Nam Yong and the K m  h u i .  Fmm this 
point, wc were able to c n j q  a very wide view and could sec thc distant spire of 
Thd Chom Yong on the flanks of this range which enclrlsed the plain on  thc 
sr~ulhcrn side. 

A customs post wax uskhlished in Ran Tap. The Burman of Muung Yong had 
given mu, engraved in the htlllow of a bamhtm. a passport for thc Burmese official 
thcrc. Thus we had no difliculty whatsmvcr in cslablishing oursclves in the village 
pagoda. where there wcrc already a number of merchants who displayed English 
cottons which thcy wen: trading on thc tcmple porches. 

-The ncxt day. we lcft Ban Tap early in thc morning. Rcyond ~ h r :  village. the 
very poor road hung nn thc flanks of the f m s t c d  hills and followcd the banks of 
thc murmuring hnloks which were partly hidden undcr thick greener).. Nothing 
was fresher and more charming than the rustic landscapes which unfolded before 
us: we imagined ourselves transported to certain parls of the Ckvenncs. at the 
timc oi that intermdinp- season which is no longer sprins h u ~  not yet summer. 
The springs sprang out in waterfalls from the flanks of the mountains or they 
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perfidiously ran under a rarpel of grass and tlowcrs. The path disappeared 
sornctirncs under thc water, hut the landscape rernaincd too enchanting for onc 
to complain ahout this. 

By eight a.m.. 1i.c arrived at  thc contluencc of a small h m k  and ~ h u  Na~n 
Khon. a rather large river which ran inti> lhc Nam I r u i  and the right hank of 
which wu had to follow up to a shon distanuc from hluong You. A Donr village 
was I r ~ a t e d  nor far from thcrc: its narrow rice-fields rose in tcrraccs on thc 
slopcs of the hills. In a few pliczs. they had begun hm-csting thc y l l o w  rice. 

Starting lorn this point. our ho r i~on  widcncd. the undula~ions of thc remain 
becamc n ~ o r e  sudden but also lcss picturcsqul: and w > n  wc discovcrcd the great 
plain at the extremily of which Muong You r o x  up. Thc Lam Leui opcned into 
this plain by a narrow pa%sa_gc through thc mountains which conraind it in thc. 
west and its watcrs found rest in slow and capricious muanders. We crossed the 
h'am Khon two hundred mclers from its uonfluencc with  he Narn Lxui. Tufts c>C 
tmrnhcm threw shadows ovcr thc access to the woodcn bridge which. surprisingly. 
had k e n  built over this watercourse. ~lhoughtfully. benches wcrc placed on cach 
side which invitcd the travclcr to rest. This bridge and the river w i ~ h  its limpid 
warers for mc created a scene from an opera or one of thoss rustic ornamcnls 
that Ihe m d c m  LC Niitrcs drcam up for our parks or our avenucs. hluong You. 
where we arrived at five p.m.. extendud along the right bank or the Nam I ru i ,  at 
the very placc where this river left the mountains to emer the plain. Part of thc 
village was uonstructcd north of thu water. the rcst covercd the last s l o p s  that 
hemmed in the courw of the riwr. They installud us in a . F C I ~ ~ I  situated at Ihe 
entmncc to the vi l lqc.  a tew mmclcrs the Nan] Leui. Commander d c  Lap& 
had not y t  arrived. 1 communicated to the king that I was ready to prcscnt my 
credentials but that I would hardly be ahlc lo sustain a reasoned conversation 
with him in the abscnce of an interpreter. fIc cxcused mc from any ofificial visit 
until thc arrival of thc expedilir~n's chief hut he  asked LO he permittud lo  use our 
stcrwscope to  amuse himsclf. 

Nearby thcre was a saw-mill in which sixrcrn laborers w<.clrkcd all day. 1Ialf a 
dozen saws were in operation. This was the first timc, since we camc to tam. 
that wc had seen anyone usin_e this type af quipment. For its novelty and the 
numhcr of workers working in one shirt wc could casily considcr this placc a 
real factory. This au~iv i ty  unusual in laos. was due to thc on-going catcnsion of 
thr  king's palacc and to thc building of a ncw pagdin. 



Chapter 1 

Lot until I ~ L '  evening of the thirteenth did Mr. dc LagrCe and Dr. Thorel join 
us. We h d  hccn sepdrdlcd for more than five wccks and the rcadcr may guess 
with what joy wc found that we wri r  all in gcKH1 hcalillth. 

Our traveling companions had left Xieng Tong on 3 Scptcmhrr at ntlcm. They 
crossed the Lam Ixui  in hluong Ouau. a point whcrc the river k g a n  to  k 
navigable. To be a l l o ~ v d  cm to the fcp-hoat  of Murmn? Ouac. onc must have a 
passporl from Xirng Tnn_e and pay sclmc rice and tohacco. Aftcr having fordcd 
the river Ithey told us!. [thcy] climhcd to a vast, undulating plateau. inhabited 
only by Doe nativcs. Then [they] arrived in Muone Samtao. whosc chief rcsidcd 
in Ran  Kicn. a large village built on thc highest p i n t  of the platmu and when.. 
e e e y  five days. a big market was hcld. 

It was in the vicinity of Ban Kicn that guns. knivcs and sabers were made: thc 
DCW sell thcw to their ncighhrs. Commander de [.agree found a hundred worlicrs 
at this t~cupa t ion  and as many unskilled laborers. divided ovcr live or sin 
workshops. These wrkshops  wem- subject to special regulations, designed to 
mdinhin p o d  working relations and lo  avoid rivalries. Thus. on one day rhuy 
bored thc barrels. whilc others workcd on the plates. The quantity of work to hc 
done was tixed. A worker was ahlc to finish agun  in ten days. The iron which was 
used in this rnanufacturc was bmu,ghl in the shapc of ingots by t h t  Chinese. Thc 
lrxrals used extrcmcly simple mclhods. They did not have viucs or anvils. They 
f n r ~ c d  the barrels. To bore them. they clam@ thcm obliquely in a rnortiw wt 
up across a vcrtical wmden column, in such a way that their extremitics were 
psitiuned at a gcxd height for thc hand of the worker: thc lattcr used a simple 
drill. In spitc of the irregularilies inhercnl in hand-borins. these arms w r c  quite 
wcU calibrated. The Doe produced screws themselves with the help of molds: 
h c  Iacter. files, hammers and knives with twt, handles ctjnstiluted thcir whole set 

tools. 

This rnanufacturc had been functioning for a century llnd from its lxginnings 
it had produccd flint guns whilc. in the Chinese province of Yunnan, cven today 
thcy produce only guns with n lunt [breech]. Thus. sincc ~hcir rehellirm. the 
Muslims as wzll as  the i m ~ r i a l  rroops had come to Sarntao for thcir supply of 
arms. The pricc for a gun hcrc was about twentyfive to Lhirty francs. A pistol 
was sold ( i ~  tcn to hVclvc francs. 

The h e  wcrc not subject to any tax othcr lhan the obligation to prmduce a 
numkr of guns. sometimes more than two hundred a ycar. with thc iron wnt to 
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them by tho  kin^ of Xienp Tong. Commander de La_er&e estimatcd thc total 
production of the arms factory of Samtao to be three thousand guns per year and 
thc Doe population massed on the plateau to he ten thousand souls. 

In Ban Kien. Commander de Lagree met a singular visitor, an old man with a 
placid face whom the inhabitants knew hy the name of Sel~~li which meant "the 
man who knows a lot." He was a son of itinerant doctor. of Phone oripins, who 
hawked his science and his remedies everywhere, without cver settling anywhere 
and withoi~t asking any other salary than lodgings and food. It had taken him three 
years to come from Ava. This kind of person had a great reputation for honesty 
and everywhere inspired the greatest rcspect. 

Plate 13 The k i r ~ ~  qf Mrrmr~~ Yr)lr ntiS his h ~ o  wives ((irrtwin~ 17y J n n ~ t - L n n ~ e .  
bawd 017 L, Drlaporte). 

On I I September, our travelers had arrived at the confluence of the Nam Leui 
and the Nam Lcm. This latter river came from rhc r n r r o r i ~  with the same name 
and was the bigger [of the rwo rivers]. Thc next day, they slept in Muon? Oua, a 
prctty village situated in a small. rather rich and populous plain. A few days earlier 



Chapter 4 

there had hccn cclcbrations t o  hnnor thc Ylri. or  "spirits" in this placc- 
celehralions which were intended to ward olT disease. During these cclchra~ions. 
which Iistcd several days. nobody could rnkr the mirong. Signs p l a c ~ d  on the 
rtwds warncd travelers and indicated ~ h c  fine they risked if they violal~xl this 
prohibition. To the horse which had hccn givcn to him by the king of Xicng Tong. 
Commander de Lagrec had addd t w  others which cost him a fcw hundred francs 
each. These three animals would hcilitate our excursions and reduce the nuad-er 
of pr lncs  [needed] for our lugyagc. 

On 14 September m=e rnadc our omciaI visits to the various authorities of 
Mur)ny You. Wc k g a n  with the council of mandarins. prehided nvcr hy a hrothcr 
of the king. a young man with a soft, fair skin. a lirtle t r ~ o  fat and vcry tinlid. who 
did not know what tn makc rlf himwlf. His plump fingers wcrc oucrloadcd with 
rin_es and his ears with grddcn car-rings. He was dressed in n larzc piccc of squared 
cloth that served him as a Irrr~.qouri. a satin jacket and a larpc turban puffed out 
over his head. Hehind him was carried a gilded umbrclla with a very long handle. 

After the wnrr m=e paid a visit to hc Bum~ese  ofticer. Whcthcr wc wcrt  badly 
disposcd towards this class of officials. o r  whether the Hurmcsr r a w  really 
cannot compare favorably with the Thais of the north, eithur way. ive met a 
rcvoldn_g figure, with an almost ivhitc skin and a haughty posturc. who was a 
reprcwntatiw of the king of Ava. Full of his own imp)rtanuc and desirous of 
producing a stmng imprcssirln on us. he barely opened his mouth. slarcd loftily 
at the skies and lcft thc crfon of nlaintaining thc conversation to his wife. The 
passport from Xieng Tong. w i ~ h  which Commander dc La@c had arrived. cur 
short all his o h j ~ x l i m s  from the very beginning. Not having been ablc to makc 
us feel his power. hc was happy to wear us down with his solemn gestures. W c  
soon left him trl go to the king. 

The residence of thc Iattcr stood on hillocks that d o m i n a ~ d  the town and 
there was rather an cxlc.nsivl: view from there. l h e  palacc was vast. constructed 
in hard wood and with very competent carpentry wlrk. Thc king rcceived us in a 
great hall. into which daylight pcnctrated only through narnlw windows hidden 
by silk wall-hangings. He was a young man of  twenty-six years with adistinguishcd 
fact and infinilcly gracious in manner. He was drcsscd in p e e n  satin with red 
tlowers and the lights in the rubies that hc was wraring in his ears lit up thc silky 
wflcctions o r  his rich dress. He was s e a i d  on cushions embroidered with gold. 
A11 m u n d  him were the mandarins o r  the palace lined up in resptrctful poses. :it 
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his fcct were the insignia nf his royal rank. i.c.. his u k r  and richly c h i d e d  
@den vases. 

Wc sat down in fmnt of the prince. and they placed in front of each of us a 
platter bearing the boxes which the Lao~ians use lo  kcep the various ingrcdicn~s 
of their chcwing. Platlcr and hjxcs were in driven silver. This oricn~al luxup 
would havc blinded us cvcn mom i l  with the rich and decoratively shaped local 
utensils ~ h c r e  had n t l  k e n  mixed some E u r o ~ a n  objects which wen: highly 
valurd in Laos hut which to our eyes wcrc too vulgar in nalure. l-i)r example. 
strings oC empty hratlcs hung in the most obvious way rln the columns of thc 
hall. 

Thc kine was carcrul to speak rmly friendly words tn us. He enprcsscd his 
regrch for the obligation to g) lo  Xieng Tong which had been imposed on 

Commander de l ~ g k u  and hc  altributed the cmr to thc Burmese official of 
hluong Yong. 

According lo the h c d a n  customs, the uillagc chiefs were obliged to ~ i w  us 
_eifts in kind when wc passed through their awa. We had always refusd them or 
at lemt we had always paid tnr the things which had been offcrcd to us. Thc king 
asked us the motivc hchind this rcfusal: "It is h a t  we wan1 to prevcn:nl". said 
Cnmmandcr de Lagkc. "the pcwr from sul'lcring by our prcsencc." Thc Ling 
racirlusly replied: "But from mc you wnuld deign to acccpt sorncthing'? Hc 
t hm askcd us many quest~ons about France. giving a livuly and dynarniu lone to 
the conversation. IIc h e w  how to deploy a simple and affable gracc which won 
all of us ovcr. 

The ncxt day the king rquested Mr. de lagrce to see him again. Their rnwling 
hlui a more intimatc chamclcr: ~ h c  sight of Europeans awoke in this in~elligcnt 
younz man desires fur c~nancipa~ion from thc Burmese yokc. which could not 
he morc justified in view of thc Iatter's adrninistr-afivr: practises. In Muong You. 
thc k i n  had bccn able to push the Rurmcw agent into th t  background and hc  
took ntl nuticc of  his advicc in any affair. 

"W hrrc E u r o w s  present," hc told Commander dc Lazi~. ' Z r i  md t un~~o i l  
ceasc. and trade and the popula~ion iocrcasc." 

It was no1 the first indication we obwn-~ul o ia  future insurrection among 
these pcoplcs. Thc Surrncse were ~ o u  presumpluous to anticipate it. and loo 
clumsy lo prevcnl it. 



The king nf M u o n  You confirmed that his kinydom possessed abundant 
mehllurgical &posits. According to him. there was gold. silver. imn and precious 
stones in thc moun~ains which cnulosed the Lam Lcui. To suppr t  what he a id ,  
he showed Mr. de h g k e  a vcy- beautiful samplc of iron oxidc rnincral and somc 
pamet%. Ilnfortunately it was impossible conspicuously to identify thc deposits 
without exposing them to the Burmese who would make thrir cxploirarion hy 
the locals obligatory in order to levy a tax on  his product. "But stay some time 
here and I might be able to conduct you therc by carriage." rhc king added. Mr. dc 
Ia@c had too many masons to depart as Fast as possiblc Cronl this territory 
ruled by thc Burmese to acccpt this offer. 

On 16 Suptemkr the kinz paid us a return visit and he passcd the greater par1 
of the day in our scrlrr. He was accompanied by his clder sister and by some nf 
his Idics. This rendezvous was most cordial and most interesting. After lhc 
obligatory demonstrations of our weapnns and 01- our Eurt)pl.;in instruments. 
Mr. lklapone tried to provide our host5 with a feeling for ~ h c  charms of h n c h  
music. The tunes of Mmlhomuph. the most joyful and most rousing motifs of 
the f i ~ l l e - H ~ / ~ n e  arr>uscd little interest. But barely had ~ h t  first notcs nf ~ h c  
.Uir;ur~lu resounded from the violin bow of Lhc nlusician. than thr deepest silcnc-c 
reigned: an unknown wnsation seemed to rcvcal itself to thc indigenous listcncrs. 
This scntimentd music was rtadily acccptcd. 

The next day, the king's hnjthcr and the rcsl of the royal family came in thcir 
turn 1x1 await the exhibition of our luggage and experienw thc same enjoyrncnts 
for themwlvcs. The Thai racc was gifted with intellectual curicnity and natural 
rcfincmcnt in taste. especially in the ntlnh. which. undcr other masters than the 
Rurmcsc. would allow thcm quickly to cwrcupy an hnnorahlc place among ~ h t  
civilizd peoples. Thc rapid progress which the Siamese have made since the?; 
wcrc in uonlact with the Europeans a striking p m f  of this and even thcn. thc 
Siamese branch amon_e all the Thai trilxs, seemed thc one least inulincd to 
elcwtcd feelings. 

During these visits the usual exchange of gifts took plxc. The generosity of 
thc king extended rvcn to our escnrt: each mi receivcd n piccc of cloth thd was 
sufficient to have a suil d clothes rnllric. Thc king gave boxes in chiseled silvrr. 
with V L ' ~  refined workmanship. to all ~ h c  officers. 

1 have already said that the king of hluong You was a hmthcr 01- the king of 
Xicng Tmg but of a dilTercnt mother. Between him and his older half-brother 
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thcrc was anothcr brother who had Ions r c s idd  in Ava and ivhon~ thc kin$ r)C 
hluonp You had ncvcr wen. ?his princr was without douht the one that M;~c.l.ctnl 
hati scun in Xitug Tong ' and whom he dcsignat~d by thc nanle Chm lXath-Woun. 
Thc ctlurl rlf Bumla probably kept him as a hostape to be sure of the Ioyal~y of 
his hrothcrs. The third of thc sons of thc i s o l ~ ~ ~ r r r r  who had rcccivcd MzlcLud. 
and thc cldesr of whom was thc actual sovereign of Xicng Tong. was thc 
prcdcccssor of the king of Muong Yt~u. He died in 1 X 6 T  whcn his ncphcw 
awcndtxl the throne. 

Wc left Muong k b t ~  on 18 Scplcmhur. Our horses and our l u g ~ a g c  crosscd ~ h c  
rivcr on a rift and took the road to h;Iuong Lrlng which was our next halt in ~ h c  
dircclion of Xieng Hong. Muone Long was the capital of onc of  ~ h c  twclvr 
prtwinccs of which the Iattcr principality w;ts cc~n~pmed.  As for us, wc crnhxkcd 
on thc Na~n Leui whosc windin2 course wc quickly de-wcndcd. #'L- stopped a 
whilc in Muons lxui .  a charming village sum~undcd by arcca palm plantations. 
From here. this t ~ c  hcy;m to h x - o l e  very rare. and its fruil fclchcd a crlnsidcrable 
pricc in this region. Hcymnd Mut~ng  k u i .  the rivcr was cncloscd hy furrstud 
hills. Its course. m=hich was so Tar peaceful. h ~ a m c  ~orrcntial. Whcn it became 
entangled in thc incxtriu;lblu maze of small mnuntains which hordcred thc bank\ 
of the Mrkonp rivcr. it c~.a.rcd to Iw mvipiihle. Aftcran hour m d  forly-fivc illinutcs 
of navigation in lola1 since M u m g  You, w r  land~xl on thc left hank of the rivcr. 
close to a caravanserai whcrc our escort and our l u ~ g a z c  wurc tu join us. They 
arrived rather Iatc in thc cvlming: the mad which was for the grritcr pan dcst rnyt'd 
by thc rains was very difficult for men and horse-s. 

l'he ncxt morning. wc took the zigzag path h a t  c l i m k d  thc chiin of hills at the 
foot of which had uampd .  The whole morning we klllr~wcd a winding linc of 
summits. From ~h tn . .  we enjoyed a varied panorama rlTirrqular chains. the rather 
e n t l c  slopcs r l f  which wcrc crowned by l l l c  villages and crisscmsscd by well- 
rnaintaincd r t ~ i d s  Iczlding to them. 

The frcsh undulating Zrcl'n [shor>ts] of thc crops. plantcd in ~ h c  Iowcsl dcpths 
or halfway up  the slr~pcs. provided a pleasant changr: from ~ h c  unililrm dark mlor 
of the forcsrs which covercd the h~gher  part%. Wk took lunch on the cdge of a 
brook that ran norlhcrly: w had. once more. chanecd basins. A dcxicunt of wvcral 
hours brought us out of the n~uuntainous r q i o n  which forn~cd the dividing linc 
of the watcrs and wc cntcrcd a long. narrow valley c t ~ w r c d  with rice-liclds and 
villages. watercd by a pretty rivcr. thc Kam Kyi. which flowedto the norlh-norlh- 
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east and applared to come from the wcst. Wc c r o s d  this rivcr with the w a t ~ r  up 
to our shoulders. ?he  foniahlc passage was namlw and the current strons. Thus. 
a few of our porters stumhlcd: thcy got out by swimming to the other side without 
loss o r  great damage to thc ohjwts which Ihcy wcrc carrying. Once on rhe left 
bank of the Narn h ' p ,  wu hastcned to traverse the rice-fields which extended 
along irs banks. to jrin thc less muddy and more shadowy road which meandered 
a1 the fcwt of thu hills of the Icft flank of the valley. From afar. the steep spire of 

a rl~clr signaled our a p p r t x h  to Muong Long. a big town of tifteen to eighteen 
hundrcd souls. constructed on the edges of the Nam Kam. a small afflucnl of hc 
h'm Nga 1% urrls.wd this rivcr by a stone bridge with an elliptical arch, the 
hrcastiw>rk of which was [formerly] adorned with sculptured lions which w r c  

[now] lyin_r on Ihc ground. The bridge extended into a brick nmd thnmgh thc 
Lclds. Such a splendid road certainly provoked enthusiasm. Surcly. this hridgc 
and this avcnuc were not the work of the Laotians. l h e y  used it to thcir hncf i t  
without knowing how to mainrain il. The construclion of the bridge stirred an 
adniirition almost equal to that which we felt more than a ycm ago at ~ h c  right or 
the monuments of Angkor. -lhr arch rcvmlcd a scicncu hat w ~ s  more developed 
than that of the CarnMians .  I h i s  suwly was a wnrk of Chincsc civiliution. the 
marvels of which were cxlollcd by the Burmese of Muong Yon_e. We found 
ourstrlvzs at the gates of this pmrnised land and hopcd that our fatiyues had rilachcd 
their end. These seductive Ion_rings changed into ccrlainty when. amid the crowd 
of curious penple which k g a n  to hcsicgc us. wc discovcrud two Chincsc. Their 
long robes and thcir high-hcclcd pcjinl~ui s h w s  sltnld oul too clcluly amid the 
1-mtian costurncs to cscapr: our i rnmdiatc notice. I was more or less the only 
member r~f  thc Commission who had for a long time been familiar with the sight 
of the inhahihnrs of thu Culcstial Empire. ' Thus it was with the joy of a child 
that I k h c l d  lhis first appcarancc oia Chinese woman. which was a small reward 
for so  much Fdtiguu. This sight was usually obtained with less effort. especially 
if onc \ u s  a sailor. Thc Chincsc women in question were old. dirty and decrepit 
but thcy had small feet: that was sufficient indisputably m confirm thcir na~ionalily 
;md 10 justify thc admiration of my traveling companions. 

Our firs1 relations wilh the au~horitizs of the country were excellent. The chief 
of the viHaze madc no prclhkrns about replacing ~ h c  poncn who had accompanied 
us from Muong You. [Usingla mcans of summoning quite similar to that used in 
the small towns of h n c u .  hc h a t  a drum to giithcr all thz lnen we needed. Rut 



the next day. during our prcpamtions for dcparturc. a letter arrived from Xieng 
Hrmz which overturned all our hopes and cut shrln our enthusiasm. It said in 
cssencc this: "lt is said that snmc Kr~rrttr-which was thc name given to stringers 
in the nonh of Indochina--came from Muonz Yong. If they arrivc a1 hiuong 
Long and  hey arc not merchants. you must not Ict thcm continue their journey 
trl Xicng Hong but you must force them to rake thc mad hy which the? have 
comc. Xieng Hung is no1 only subject lo R u m a  but also to China.-- 

ti similar reply. ~ r h a p s  in a more polite tone. had already been given to 
Mac[-cod by the Chincw authorities of Yunnan. "Our horde&." they had wri11cn 
to the English oflicer. "are open for mcrchants from all countries hut it has 
never hippencd that officers representing a foreign power took this rouk  to 
enter China. The city of Canton has been opened to kuropeans for thcir 
communication with the Celestial Empirc: it is thzre that they must prusrnt 
themselves." Since 1837. the lime when this rcjwtion was ddrcssed to Marhod. 
relations hctween China and Europl. have singularly c h a n c d  in nature. lhc wars 
of 1840. 1858 and 1860 h a w  m d c  the Chinese government less cxclusivc and 
more amenable. hqureovcrr. we wcrc armed with properly made r ~ u l  passports of 
thc court of Peking and thc Chinese authorities of' Yunnan should havc k e n  
inforrncd about our cumins. Thus I did not s h a c  the opinion of Mr. dc Lagkc  
who saw in lhis Ictter a rcfusal nf pashagc frunl the Chincw authorities oTMuong 
La. a name giwn by thc Laotians to thc Chincsc city of Se-mw). situatcd a fuw 
d a ~ s  away to the nonh-north-rast of Xiung Hong. This indircct refusal. which 
was only givcn bjr the srtrci or Xieng I Iong without committing linvtllving] Lhc 
responsibility of the court of Pcking. a p p e m d  IV Mr. de I ~ g r C u  onc of thosc 
diplomatic niceties oC which only thc  chin^.^ pos.wss thc secret. Cooverscly. 1 
saw in it thc pefidy of the Burman rlT Xieng Tong: 1 suqwctcd him of secre~ly 
persuading his col lea~ue of Xicng H r m ~  to hm our passage. As we will wc lalrr. 
ncithcr of thcse 3?isurnptions was c ~ m w t .  

Mr. dc LagrCc look the decision to send his intcrprelcr. Alevp carrying a lcllrr 
for thc authorities of Xien: Hong. This lcllur explained thc ubjcu~ive of our 
mission and insisled on lusingl the authori7ations which had already h e n  ~ i v c n  
by the 1-aolian and Burrncsc authorities of Xieng Tong and on thc Icttcrs nt- 
pssayc. solcmnly delivered by Peking and signed by Princr: Kong. which the 
Conlmission carriud. 5fr. dz Lagrkc demanded that he should at lcasl Ix allowcd 
to procacd to Xicng Hong lo explain hirnsclf in front or the s ~ r l r r  01- this town. 
A12vy IcCt on 21 Scptemhcr by horse. 
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-1hu rainy w x o n  was apprt~auhinz its cnd and signaled its presence by a few 
daily slrwrns only. The r t~ads dricd up. hlovernent b a m e  easy. The small uallc); 
of the h'a~n K ~ m .  along which thc houses rlC Muons Lrm? were arranged. was full 
o f u h m i n g  views and its ztlrscs. which u;crc abundant in Fame. invited the hunters 
10 go 1111 :I IC)r:ly. W2 wcrc witncss thcrc to a syncrsc~ic cnploit. carried out under 
our very cycs. hy a t i p .  which were hr.y:~lrnin? rarer in lhcse areas. One of then1 
killed ;I ten-horned dwr uf the biggcst siiw in lion1 of some oC us. l h i s  cxploit. 
t-ar fro111 ti~mishinp the lncill on which it was urlunting, Frlt il a w r y  unexpected 
vollcy m=hich m;ldr: it  rctrcat. wounded and roaring. into the depths of hc forest. 
whcn. it wc>i11d be both difficult and dangerous to follow it. -1hr hills which 
cncloscd thc coursc of thc river were easily acccssibk. From thc hcizhts of 
thcir Corcstcd peaks. which Jicd otl- in \of1 sloping flanks at the cn1ranc.c to ~ h c  
v a l l q  rjf thc Lam Nga. thc mcrnhcrs of the Commission, draughtslnun and 
gcographcrs. diwovcn.d landscapes or lnountain panoramas which wcrc hound 
to illtcri'st thclll. Thc two peaks. hclwccn which lhc Nam Kam opened up. rvcre 
urrlwncd with two rlrtrrs which had to attract the arrenrion of an archcolr>gisl likc 
Mr. dc L;l@i'. \Vc wcrc thus ahlc to uw the c n l i ~ r c d  idlc time. which we obtaincd 
by t h t  rtfusi~l of t h t  authr)rilius in Xicng I-lrlnz r o  let us pass. mnre pleasantly 
than in hluong Yong. 

Of thu two T I ~ C I ~ . F  which 1 just mentioned. one. tn the south of the town. w;ls 

ivi-.clI m a i n h i n d  and nlsc on a big podium from rhe heights of which rlnc could 
SLY thu whr)lc \=alley. 11 was i-allcd -[-hat l41ulan. It had been constructed rcucntly: 
had only one spirc and one srnalI wall adorned with small niches and [iiw Iw Cur 
the offerings. Thc ilrcri of ~ h u  nrlrth, c a l l ~ d  That Nfi. was built with cement and 
bricks as thc. pwccdiny onc was. It a p p ~ m d  to be older and t h y  it was abmdoncd. 
This monument prxwssrd an original a p p u a r m  m d  i w s  dcsigncd tastefully 
and. ii- it wcrc construclcd in stonu. its value would hc real. t:mm a round haw. 
twclvr: mctcfi in diameter by two ~llctcrs in htizht. row ic central spirc eighteen 
meters high and right snii~llcr spires. at thc Ccct of which niches enclosing statues 
juttcd out. l l x h  littlc tower was surmounted by an iron spindlc and a Burmese 
crown. The castings had k e n  donc carcl'ully: thc. omarncnritir~n simple and 
displayed lravcs ant1 I ~ u s  flowers only. The cxtcrior wall dcpictcd snakes. the 
h c d s  of  which wcrc turned hack and faced the monumrrnt when the pates opcncd. 

Formcrlp That Pl>ula~l and That Nfi wtrc gi1clt-d. Behind c x h  thcn: was a covered 
shclrcr. Thc scccl~lrl nf thew two l~ionunlcnts dispbaycd the imprint of Burmese 



xchitccture as it appeared in thc nlnnurnents of the cnd of thc 1as1 cenrurjY. in the 
ruined difices of Mengoun and the other buildings that could he found in Ava 
and in i ts  vicinity. 

The market which was held cvcV fivc days in Mur~ng Long was onc of  h e  
bigzest that w..c had seen so far. One could Find in it thosu small open-air 
restaurants that wcrc so numerous in Chincsc towns and which wcre indispensable 
for fwding busy crowds. Cotton, which was hrc~u_eht by Lhc Kho natives who 
were very numcn>us in the surrounding arca. was sold for froni iorty to eighty 
francs per pimi. Other Irxal producc to k fnund was raw silk of a rather crude 
quality and in small quantities, wax. iron. lead. hr: it purifi~d or in its mineral 
swte, antimvny mineral which was used as a mudicine. hctcl and mountain arcca. 
melons. pumpkins, cgy-plants. citrus fruit. apples. plums. guavas. onions. 
capsicum. peppers, crstrus grapes which are used to producc oil. tobacco. 
solidified indigo. eggs, fresh fish, pork and burfalo rncal. English cotton cloth. 
salt which was often used as currency in thc transactions and which came from 
the left hank of the Mckong, skcins of silk of Chincsc origin. halls of garnhiur 
[fiom the Unc>aria g t m b i ~  Tran. note] and dried arcca that came from Xieng 
Mai, a fcw objects of imnmongcry and haberdrrshcq such as mirrors. combs. 
weighing scales and needles oC English or Uhincw origin \i.cre the imported 
products. 

Almost c v e ~ l d y  and especially the native Kho. splkc the Chinrse dialcut of 
Yunnan. 

On 25 Scptcmber. a new letter from the mandarins of  Xizng Hong amved at 
our camp. accompanied by a message from Al5vy. In thc mandarins' lctter ir was 
said that llis~ year. an order had come t-mm Yunnan. forbidding f o ~ i g n e r s  to pass 
without immediately informing the aurhoritics of hluong Ho (Yunnan). Thal was 
the gencral sense of n message which Mr. dc Lagr6e. deprived of his interpmter~ 
was ahlc only irnpcrfoctly to decipher. At the samc lime. AKvy told Mr. de 
Lagkc-and that was the imponant thing-that thc WRCI had agreed that the 
French Commission could pnlcccd to Xicng Hong. 

We Icrt Muong Lrmg on thc morning of the twenty-seventh. Some distance 
from this village. thc old Chincsc road, which was no longer maintained. 
disappeared and we found only some remnants of it from lime to time- 
Never~helcss. the road remained quite gwd: small bridges, covcred with and 
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adomcd by henchus. [had been I thrown over the hrmwks and the irrigation canals 
Land] offcred convcnicntly arranged places of rest herc and ~hcre.  The vallcy. the 
mad thmugh which skirted rhc lcli s lops .  was very populous and cultivated. We 
pass~xl a village cvcry fifteen rninulcs. At noon. we pmred a w d e n  h r i d y  over 
a wide rivcr. thc Nam Poul. coming from thc north-west and which a p p c m d  to 
hc the principal watercourse of  which rhe Lam Nga was an aftluent. Thc valley 
uf this lattcr river camc to an znd and in from of us. in ever). dirwtion, there 
were chains OC small hills cnclosinp the road. We slopped in the cvcning on the 
outskins of [his mounhintlus region and we s l ~ ~ t  in the village of Sieng bang. 

The next day 18 Septemkr. wc untcred a maze of small valleys and hills with 
rounded summits and forestcd slopes. where thc road often disappeared in a 
quagmire. but Ihcir picturcsquc appearance and the varied landwapcs madu us 
forget the impracticability lof the rcgionj. The further we advanced into h i s  new 
region, the more s i n ~ u l n r  was the  appcarancc of the vegetation and the 
characteristics of thesc sites. For people accustomed for many ycars to the 
particular rcatures nf tnjpiual nature. this changc was extrerncly pleasant and 
entircly nuw: it was likc an unconscious rcuollwtion of the homeland which we 
found in each meander of these narrow vallcys. The population, almost entirely 
comptaod of Kho. contributed still mrm to accentuating this change. 

A dqrcc of cornrncrcial activity reigned on the road. Conw~ys  of bullc~ks. 
tmnspr t ing  lead. cotton, tobacco, and tea. corning from Xien9 Hmg, met us 
frcqurmtly. We werc st) littlc used to this movement that the country and our 
journey p i n e d  a new attraction fmm it. lhc third day after our departure from 
Muong Long we cndcd up in the great plain of Xieng Hung thrnush the valley of 
nnc rlf kc affluents of hc Kam Ha. It was a1 thc confluence of this river and the 
Mckong that the capitdl of the Sip Srmg Panna rose up. Our porters, who had 
houn hired to finish the entire stretch in thrce days, wcrc exhausted. Their fccr 
swollen and their shoulders bruised. they stirred our compassion and we agnrd 
to let them stop n few kilometers from the town. on rhc condition that thcy join 
us early the ncnt day. With zt rapid pauc we traversed ~ h c  wide plain rcccntly 
built villages rosc up next to ruins which were the rcsult of past wars. Wc crt)sscd 
the Lam Ha in a ferryboat. beside a destroyed wotdcn hrid~e and at 4.30 p.m.. 
we stopped at a pa@a situated outside the built-up earthen wall of hc lawn. 

A l h y  was waitiny impatiently for us. Ik had k e n  very badly received by thc 
local authorities. From his arrival onwards they had tricd to force him to rctrdce 



his steps. AEvy knew his fellow citizens too well to xaccudc to thcir threats: "Do 
whal you want with me." he answcrcd. "kill me if that makes you happy but never 
would I dm. to return to the chief who has wnt me. wilhout favorable reply. And 
if you would know thc p p l e  with whom you have to deal. you would not expose 
vwrwlf with confidcnct: of hcart. pushing them to thc edge. I do not dart to 
mcntion w h a ~  they might do to Muong Long, if you persist in your rcruul  to Ict 
rhenl comu here and it would be wise to dlow them to come here. The sight of 
thc great rncn of thc country would forcc lhenl without doubt to he satisfied and 
you arc perhaps rnure easily able to bring thcm lo reason." This mixlure of 
intimidation and flattery had produced its effccl. Thus thcy had wnt us the 
authorimlion to come to X i n g  Hong. hut this aulhorization precluded in no way 
the decision that wks still to hc taken in regard lo thc continualion of our journcy. 
A l h y  had not k n  able to see the king nor Lhc Burmcsi: chief, nor the Chinese 
n~andarin who r c s idd  in Xicng Hong. The evening beforc. our arrival. there wrts 
a l o q  discussion in thc stpna and on the day itself. early in thc morning. the 
C:hine.w had Iclt with a letter for Muong [.a. 

.lh sum up. they did not w m  to regard us too badly and the difiicul~ies thal wc 
still had to ovcrcome wcrc surely rnorc easily surmountable than 1ho.w that the 
ill will of the Burmese authorities of  Xieng Tong had placed in fmnt of us. 

Thc towan of Xicnp Hong had been rouonstructd to the north of thr confluence 
of the h'am Ha sincc its destruction by &ha Say. the governor of M u r q  Phons. 
and if the plain itself was very denwly inhahiltxi. the new town had a.. yet only 
altractd a very small nurnhcr of settlcd residents. It was still a market town 
ralher than a population center. 

Thc market was hcld Jrnost  every day-five timrs a wcck-and it o f f ~ w d  all 
the supplies which wc have alrcady listed [as k i n g  available in] .Mmn,u Long. in 
much greater quan~ities. l'hc Mekons-I k g  pardon for not having spoken ahout 
it yet-flowed a1 a very shun distancc fronl the town. In this place i~ was from 
thrcc lo  four hundred mctcrs wide and it f l o w d  peacefully betwccn high hanks 
bordercd by m d  banks. Its waters had already roceded five melcm and it h i d  
rcached it5 m~r i rnum during our shy in Murmg Yong. 

A littlc below thc town and after having ~ c e i v c d  the waters of the  Narn iIa. the 
rivcr suddenly became narrower and hills rosc un the hanks. It was thcre. on the 
right bank. that the ruins or the old lown. the position or which MacLeod had 
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determined in 1x37, wcrc ltlcallxl. Up river there was a similar namwing and. 
jud~ ing  from the horizon cjf mounlains which limited the view to the east and thc 
north. ir  a p p x d  that hc Mckong definitely entered the Imountainj chnins of 
l i k t a n  origin whcrc its scluruc were located. 

According to the chrcjniulc of thc tlrcri of Muong Yong. Xieng Hang aplppcmcd 
lo havc been the f i s t  seat of Laotian pow=cr in the upper valley of the Mekong. It 
was the town callcd Tc-hi.-li on maps and by Chinese historians. Thr irnportmcc 
of its histnric role made us ilnthusiastically investigate all the rcmaindcrs which 
might tell us somclhing about this unknown past  One of our firs1 visits thus was 

to the ruins of this old town which were situated an hnur's march to thc south of 
the pagoda in which we camped. Among the tall grass which had alrcatly invaded 
the placc. wc found only the old palace of the kings and a pagxda which mcritcd 
to attract our altcntion. The latter especially. built on thc summit of the hill on 
the flanks of which the ruins were lmatcd. prcscntcd an original architecture 
and cmimcntations which stood out greatly ahtwc anyhin? we had seen so far in 
Laos. It rcsted on a ha.= that one clirnhcd by tcn stcps o r  so and it was surrounded. 
on thrw sides out of four. by a gallcry. thc walls of which were decorated with 
Chinese paintings. The suhju-ts wrc new, the colors better. The whole tcsrificd 
10 a morc advanced art: one could wc k s i c p l  lowns in which the view penetrated 
into the interior of thc houscs. Some of the fighters were p p l c  displaying a 
Siamese-style tuft of hair and wilh quitc fair skin. In their adversaries, wc though1 
we recogni7rd Hurmcw: their skin was black and colored cloths wcrc wrapped 
around their legs. Thcy also had a tuft of hair and they always playcd thc rolc of 
the winners. Thcrc wcrc also some scenes of rural l ifc in which here wcre a few 
accurately portrayed animals and very g o d  figures of Chinese. 7hc interior (h 
thc pagxda was completely paneled with carr-d wxnd. Thc walls were lit by 
numerous windcnvs. Thc corners of the frames displayed flx~wcr yarlnnds. dnwn 
wilh a wry gracious line, which gave the pagoda a grand. rich appearance. The 
columns which supported the roof were thicker in thc middlc: h c y  consisted of 
a central piece around which plating k n  applied. All around the paguda 
thcrc wrc hc usual buildings, lodgings nf mnnks. tombs. ctc. 

Helow this p a g ~ d a  waq the palace of the king. It was a vast building. the cxtemal 
walls of which were still standing. bricks wrc of two kinds: some were red 
and small in size. the others were big and gray in color which made lhcm look 
likc rubblc stones. Some lions nr dozs in sculp td  sands~onc werc lying here and 



thcrc in thc grass. 11 ivas in this place.  all thc wrn~ lcn  pans of which had bcs~ i  
dcs~roycd by firc. that Captain hIacI~.md was rcccivcd in k1itn.h 1837. 

The pagoda in which we resiricd was Cill~ul with crlttrm c l c p h ~ i t s  and hr~rsss. 
surmounted by hngc ~o\vi-.crs in h;lmhcwj and colored p;iptlr. A :wit cclchril~ion 
had 1t;ll;cn placc on 4 OctobL'~. itt a ncighhorrinp pptda: this 1 t . a ~ ~  which thc Itlcals 
call tht  Si,llrr cclchration. was held on the occasion o r  tlic end of thc. ruins. 
Nothing was siliicr and 111orc infantilc than thcsc rcprtduction?i 1-rom naturi: to 
which the most scrirws wtjplc uf thc placu had deuo~cd the. bcst 01-thcir tilnc iur 
a month. .lhcy werc probably lcss intcres~i~lg than thc. snrw I I I~ I I .  hu~ l t  hy EUTCI~C;III 
hbys and \k=ith which one dow~ not dream of tillins churches. Murc d u l l  pasti~ncs 
had takcn place on the arcarn. whcw pilaguc races had c i t ~ ~ s c d  the population to 
co~yrcgatc  Tor two days. In thc cvcning. very picturcsqll~' illunlinations lit 1l1c 
wl..atcrs. thc town and thc ncighhrinp ~noun~a ins  in filntaaic displays. 

After somc ncyotiatiolls. thc S ~ ~ I L I  dccided to rccuivc Crjn~~nandcr dc LaprCc. 
111 Xicng Hong.  his high itsscmbly was composed r~i'lirur high-rankin: 111a1ld;uins 
;und 01-cight olthefi with a lowur ra~lli. ~rprcwn~in:  r i c h  o t  the twslvu pro\ inccs 
which for rn~d hc kingdom. It ~ v a s  presidcd over hy the ; ~ f t ~ t t ~ t l t ~ r ,  also callcd 
<:ha(> Xicng H a  by sornc. a t i tk  which  as ~yuivalcr~t  to that of pril~ic mil~istcr. 
The Morrrtl~rr was an old man with white hair. a p n l y  hxly and a placid t x c .  Hc. 
was wisc enough to undcrshnd the diwdwntagcs of r c fus in~  paswugc to poplc. 
who ivcru authorized by Princc Kong himself to cnlcr China. Cn1111n;inrlcr dc. 
I-agrCc had incwascd his perplexity hy observing the grcatcht rcscr\=arions on 
~ h c  ohj~x-tivc 01-our journey a11d 011 the means that \v2 planned to usc t r l  nliikc our 
desircs prcvnil. Thc co~~l~ll i lndcr had &rid& to rcqucst tllc lwal  authoritirs to 
chrlo)sr. with thc shor~ust possihlc delay. hctrv~vn the Tollowi~~g I W ~  scllu~io~is: 
either to rcfusc thc conti~~uittion of cwr~clur~icy in wririnz dearly a ~ d  with rcasoas 
(md Mr. dc 1 q r C c  would 11lakc usc of this piccc a s  hc Taw l i t ) .  clr to sivc us in 
forty-cighi hours the incans tcj ~ c t  ou the nrad to kluollg 1.3. rhoiccs  so clrilr 
and so rlccisivc ivcrr: little to thc tastu of the mcrnhcrs of thc Arvvr of Xiu11g 
Hong. Hut unahk to conccivc that a fclreigncr was able to display so  111uuh rcwl\?c. 
withou~ having ;I rral Cmc at his hack or withoul hsirlg ccrtain clC scrior~s ~ p p l r t .  
thry did nrlt dare to displcasc the chief of thc French mission cvc.11 1110rc. Our 
commandur had conlplaincd loudly i~hout rhc inconvc~~icncc thcy h;ld ciulscrl hy 
napping us in Muong I-rmg. The nlitndarins found thcmsclvcs visibly cclnti,undcd 
by this a<?iur;tl~cc and thcy cor~sentcd wilh thc shortest dcl;~y to ;III rll'licial 
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r~xeption. hoping to find a way to get out of trouhlc. 

lhis rcccption Look place on 3 October. To the lefr and khind the ;%hrrrih[t 

the B u m e x  agmt  was s i t r in~ .  To the right was an empty place. rcscrn~ul for the 
Cyhincsc n~andarin. absent from Xieng Hung at the rnonlent: all antund the 
mcmbers of thc sc,~rrr wcw lined up. 

Comlnandcr du Laprke first showetl the Icttcr of the king of Xicng Twng and 
that or the Port Stwit.. His collrigue of Xicnz Hong. whrl held thc l i tk of Chrr- 
h i ;  rcn~arkcd thdt these Icttcrs nlentioncd r>llly rhc authori/;ltion trl p r o c r ~ d  to 
Xicnz Hong. LO which a Thai nlandarin rcplicd that it could no1 he othenvisc. 
k'c'ause Xicnz I Iung hclongcrd to C'hina and rhal thc authorities of Xicng f in:  
did not have the righr to indicaie a further destin~tion without the consent nf thi. 
king of  A1i.v~ The oppjsitiun of thc Ijunne.se rnrlriftvr'r did morc g m d  than had 
for our cauw: it appcawd [hit he wax not taken too seriously. Conlmander dc 
Lagkc lhcn showcd lhc Chine.% passpns .  Thcy pruduced no cnwt. The si, uwaturr- 
was unknown and nnc of the most influential mcrnhcrs of thc .rrtra Phya I-uonp 
Mangkala. shoulcd out that all this did not crime from Lhc :tIf~Irii .CPII~I and that 
they did not know what it all meant. Then C:ornniander dc Lap& slowly puHcd 
the lctter regardin: us. addn-sscd hy t'rincc Kong to thc second kin: of Yunnan. 
out of its c~~ve lopc .  i\ great silcncc fell and a Chincsc sccrtltar).. ~spcut fu l ly  
prostrated. wad it for those attending. iIr dcclarcd thit it camc Crtm Peking. 
that ~ h t  French mandarins w r s  honest pcoplc and vcry high mnking and that it 
wluld be appropriate m rcccivc us as hospitably as p~ssihle.  The fuc.5 had chang~d 
in the wink of an eFe and thu .Wt~trrr/~~~ addres-wd only ohlipin: questions and 
gracious complimen~s to Commander ddc Lag&-. 

The chicf c>C ths expedition then rlcmrnanded to suu the kin? and to Icavr' ;lri 
quickly as possihlc. It was agrccd that HH %Majesty would receive us on the fifth 
and [hat WL' would leave i>n 6 6 rohc r .  

On the fiCth. a1 thc very rnomunt the Cummissinn went tci the palace of the 
king. the nlandarins stirrcd up new p r r~b lcn~s  which ~hreatencd 10 dcfcr our 
m-cption. They winted to  know in advancc which prcscnts we u=cw uMcring to 
His Majrsrp Nowhere Jurins our journcy had such a dcnland hccn imposed on 
us. Mr. dc Layrl! answcrcd that hc did not know thc king yet and that he would 
m l y  decidc ~ h c  choicc of the prescnts when hc knew him. '-1 am nut ignorant 
ah1u1 rhc custc~llls." hc addud. "hut. having cwnc Cmln fill: thcrc is not ~r~uch lcft. 



Chapter 4 
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Nc\=cnhdcss. after having s c c ~ ~  the kin?. I will =arch among the objects that I 
still posse-ss. what might have for him, for Iiuk of any othcr rncrit,  hat of no\=clty." 
This answcr was transrnitt~u) lo  the king, who pave thc odcr  to show the t;rcnch 
ufficcrs in. 

His Majesty provisionally lived in a p)w bambcm housc of vcry ramshxklr 
apFar;lncc. Thc reception hall had been hxti ly adorned with Chincw carpels 
thmwn ahrlu~ every~vhcrc a id .  to give an idea d ~ h e  higher pnwrof  the sovcrcip. 
they had gathered thrcc o r  four hundred men, taken haphrvardly, m e d  and drcsscd 
in thc niosl irregular Fd5hion and holdin? their flint guns. lances and sahcrs. rusted 
for thc gruatcr part and hardly in a stale to hc used. in the most unmilitary-ltx)king 
thshit~n. 

Aficr a rather Ions wit. the king appcied.  the asscmhly bowed. thc horns 
soundcd. and four small hlunderbusscs were fired. M'c saw a young man of 
ninut~vn to twenty ~ a r s  of age. whosc dress resembled vcry much that of thc 
clowns in our country fairs: he was wczlring a big Chincw hat adorned with hclls 
and dmhscd in a rcd silk tunic with a green undc rymcn t  and a pair r)C white 
tmuscrs. In his hand hc had a sahcr with a sculptu~d ivory handle. Hc sat un a 
sofit with crowxl  legs. stiff as a puppet. and spokc some rnontfiy1l;lbic words 
which Phya 1,uong Xlmgkala translatd tor Mr. dc Las& into Ions qucstiuns on 
tlic objecrivc. o C  our journcy. thc country fmm whcrc we came. ctc. Thry let His 
Majesty add that we were a l l a w d  to leave when thdt was convenient h r  us. Then 
thcy scn.c.d a light meal ctmsisting of mcbns. grapefruits and suaua. The kin: 
wtilrd. surrounded by thc sarnc panoply as when hc wived.  Hc appcmd to suffcr 
thc tuiclagi. o i  the high-ranking mandarins without complaint. 

Thc ncxt day. Co~~lmandcr  dc  t;lgr& e n r  him a stereuscope, a picuc ol'hlgcrian 
c l r ~ h .  imqcs .  gun-powdcr and sonlr very small objects for thc  mandarin^. thc 
wholc hardy wonh a hundrcd francs. Here wc wer2 able to conucal our poverty 
ul~der thc h ~ d  ~ i l o d  {hat w r  h i  k e n  inspirrd to adopt from thc (irst manipulations 
of thc local iluthoritics. 

I hild nrw attcndrd the reccptirm given by thc kin: of Xieng Hong. Thc l i t~ l r  
tinlr  hat w r  had s~i l l  to s p n d  in this place had curlnvinced mc to makc k t t e r  usc 
r~f' ill\;' day. 1I.rt)rn X i e n  Hong wc had to leavc ~ h u  river. to rejnin it rlnly after a 
wi-iod of ti111c [the l c n ~ t h  oil which we w r c  unable to forcscc. Once in CIhina. 
woulrl nox thc Muslim rchcllion prevent us Crnm approilching its ha11k5:l Sincr I 



femd h a t  thc fareu:ell would address lo this nuhk  river. u=hcn Iraving Xicng 
Hong. would k our last one. I dccided to rnakc a rcconnnissancc r ~ i '  thc colasc 
up rivcr t-mm Xicng IIonp. a s  Far as 1 was able to pcl in o n t  day. D u r i n ~   his 
excursion I did not find the solitary and grand Iandscapcs which had drl igh~cd 
mc during a similar cacursion J mdc ahrlut the Tang-ho a t2w- days hcforc our 
arrival in biuong Lim. 011 the othcr hand. I met with almost insur~nountahlu 
r )b s~c le s  to tmwl. In this region. ~ h c  hanks of the rivcr iwrc  overburdcncd with 
hrnhoo forests and spiny bushes amidst which one was ccrtiain to Ica\=c bchind 
some shrcds or one's clothcs, o r  cvcn one's skin. Morcovrr. the n ~ l i  cliffs tlli~t 
rosc straight up stwn blocked thc walkcr and n~zldc it ncuessary to usc a h a 1  tc) 
20 further Thc Tcw roads which ascended to thc north-west. thc dircctical up 
river from thc valky of the Mckong. were very far from the hanks. in ordcr to 
avoid thc fairly pronounced curves of the rivcr which was alrcady noriccahly 
conrrxrcd. and they were of no use whatsmvcr Cur thc reconnaissance of i t \  
banks. I made do with ntdinz that after its shorl expansion in thc plain of Sicng 
Hong. thc Mckong repincd  this bi/.am and tormsntcd applarancc. its k d  tillcd 
with rocks, and the samc rapid waters. narnlw and da-p. which had char;lcterir.cd 
it. starting from Vicnchm. 

Our rravcling companions i n f o m d  mc of the z r t ~ t c q u c  receptirln givcn hy 
the kinz (IT Xieng Honz. It appa red  that his royal rank rws  zj_rca~ly at rixk of 
being takrn a w q  f--om him hccause his right to the throne 11;'ci-c very nluch 
contested. In the spate of d i s m y  in which this r q i o n  found itwlf aficr the taking 
over of  Xicng Hone by Maha Say in 185 1 and the dmth of thc latter. nuillcrous 
rivals for the thronc aC Xicng Hong spran_r up. The Uhinesc. busy with thcir war 
against the _Muslims. twrc unable to lead thcir candidate. a man of lifty years of  
age and of high birlh. 10 triumph. In 18ti0. thc Muslims. who were called Ph'hasi in 
the region. twl i  ovcr the city and they wcrc driven our only two ycan latcr aficr 
the locals reunitcd w i ~ h  the imperial forces. The region w ~ 3  in such a slate of 
disorder for snmc tirnc that the Kouy natives. who lived to  he north of Muonp 
Lim. were able to roach the city to ravage and loot it. During this tirnc, Ava had 
promoted a son of the king who had boun vanquished llnd put to death by Maha 
Say. and of a woman of the peoplr r fMuong Long. This young man. whow rights 
10 the thronc were invalidated by the low binh of his mother. had takcn thc rno~lk's 
rok and l iwd in a m o n a s t q .  IIc had k n  installed by the Rurmcsc as the king 
of Xiens IIong. ' At thc firs1 opponunity. thc Chincw tried to h a w  their calldidate 
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gain thc u p p r  hand and this unlucky counmy was again plunpcd into war. AI ~ h c  
moment orour  departure. wc also rrceivcd news from Xicng Tong which sccnicd 
to prcdiut a future hittlc between thc indigenous people and the Rurrnew. The 
king and thc Pus St~lrc. quarreled a b u t  thc French expcdilion and thc Burmcse 
mandarin. who &as dissatistied u=ith the over-kncvolcnt artitudc oC the king 
towards US. had ~ c r u i t c d  a certain number of Phongs to add them to thc Burmese 
soldiers who comprised his usual guard. The king had immediately rcictcd tn 
this hostilc demonstration by encircling the residcnct: of the Prm Sorrc. and 
holding him prisoner in it. i.c.. h o ~ h  himself and his small army. At the same timc 
hr scnt nlandarins to .4va to accusc h c  Porr Souc and to demand that hc tu 
punished with dcith in Xicng Tong itself or at l u s t  that he bc rcc-allcd to Ava to 
he tried therc. To support his cr3mplaint the king enumerated thc p a t  exactions 
commirted by the Pou  sol^ in the exerciw (of his assignrncnt. One of thcsc is 
wonh citins: il consisted in nothing less than thc rcmoval of money originating 
from lhc taxcs collected in Xieng Hong. This tax moncy, a lax which was sct at 
seven ~chmi of gold and a thousand fr- l~t~i  or silver (the ft./u)i was a weight o f  
sixteen ,rrms], was cscor~d by mandarins and had passcd by Xieng Ibng.  Thc 
Port .lilirr- sent a gmup  nT armed men. commanded by his own brother. lo  
this prizc. which was dcs~incd for thc ctlun of Ava. 

Fnr its p a .  Xieng Hong was looking for a quarrel with Xicng Tong. During 
the previous wars. a lor of inhabitants from Xitng Hong  sough^ refuge with ~hc. 
Kun. rvho thun wanted to stop them returning home. unless  hey agreed to pa\;. a 
tan of hctwwn three rr-hoi and two rr-l~rrp pcr person (fnorn ~ w o  to s ewn  francs). 
Aftcr thc celebration of the new mom. said the peoplc of Xieng Hone. we will 
send a lasl warning to the Kun. and if thcy do  not listen to us. we will fi_rht. 

In this drcadful mess wcrc the political affairs of thc uountq  we travcrscd. 

The appcarmcc and thc hchavior of the population of Xicng IIong showed thc 
effecls oC the troubled situation of rhc country. A grcal nurnkr  of poor pcople 
wandered hcrc and there withrwt having the courapc, in the F x c  of such an unccrhn 
futurc. trl settle in onc plill'e and build themselves a du=cll in~.  Refugccs from the 
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neighhring regions minelcd in great nurnbcrs with the Irrals. ,Zmong thcm we 
noticcd another type of Thais. the I h a i  k u a  o r  Northcrn Thais. whom the war of 
thc Phasi had h n u n d d  iiom their nativu land. the crluntry of Kochampri fro111 
whcre the Phong also originated. They w ~ x e  not t a t l o t ~ d ,  wore lhcir h i r  long. a 
hluc j ack t .  tmusers of thr same color. wide and shoi~ .  sonlctimes Icgyings as 
the natives had m d  a big turban in a deep color. with a flattened shape. Under 
heir jackets, they usually had a kind ol- colorcd vulvrt tie adt3rnl.d with lace- 
wrwk. Their womcn had a similar dm-ss, in which thc skirt r ep l acd  th-* L t r o u s e ~ ~ .  
Some of rhcrn wore a kind of small bonnet. Ncw native tribes. diffcrcnt from all 
h o w  that we havc already Iiskd. made their appearance in Xicne Hong. -lhc 
most interestins ones were Ihc Lolo a11d the Yo Jm. Though r h q  s p k e  a langurlgc 
rather different from Uhinesc, it was correct to link them with the Chinese 
populalirms of Yunnan. l-'rw the Lnotians. the Lolo werc old 110 who wwdcrcd a s  
nomads through thc country. Thc h l o  were rathcr gentle: the Yo Jcn were brlievcd 
to he very good at shooting guns and in thc profession of highway robbery. They 
frequently rathered in g a n p  of twenty to thiny to carq out their wicked tricks. ' 

From all viewpoints. it was important to s c ~  root on C'hincsc soil as soon as 
possible. On 7 October. after a stay of barely a wcck in Xiens Hung and despite 
all that was still to be studied there. we crossed Lhc hlekong. which we would not 
see again. on a big raft and wc started nut on thc mad to thc Chincse hordcr. 

A little up river from the town of Xieng Hrlng. rafts and h a t s  continually 
ferried passcnscrs. beasts of burden, and mcruhandise from one side to the other. 
Our luggage. our thrcc horses. our porters and thc personnel of thc C o n ~ ~ l ~ i s s i o n  
were transported to the lcft hank. for a duc r>C cipht tkancs. p i d  to rhe ferryhut 
enterprise. Our crossing madc in two trips. on two big h a t s  linked together. 
support in^ a big platform rm which we rcposud. 

It was thc last time that we sail~ul on the waters of the Mekong. Wk had to say 
a last good-byc lo  all those imposing and pleasan1 landscaws which we had ccomc 
to know during our long stay on  its hanks. The czlebrations rm the water. thc 
pirogue races. thc Venetian illuminalions. the d q c r s  and the pleasures which 
had i v r n  it a special placc in our memories, all these would bu replaced rm  his 
stage of the journey by new landscapes and impressions of another tyw.  Wrjuld 
we gain by this change'! 

We passed the night in the pagoda of a village which s t d  un thc left hank. 
opposite Xieng Hong. 
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I h c  rlcxt day we lcfr cirrly and our small convoy srattcrcd stlr)ll on thc /.igzq 
paths which climbed thc. hcighrs d the lcli bi~nk. S~KHI thc nrad was nl1111in~ 
ah1112 the clilli  on  thc flanks of il small chitin thc general dimclion rtf which was 

norlh-nrmh-west. At I1 a.m. U=C t ravr r~cd the cwst of this chain l o  Collorv thc 
opprtsitc flank and at  this chan$c ot- mutc. ~ = e  ohstrvcd in a fjr-away vista. thc 
Millirmg and thcpwat plain that sumundcd the Nam Ha with its windill: mrandcrs. 
The rainy ii)g which had hun: over ~ h c  lilotlntain so Far dissipiltcd and a warn1 sun 
hathrd this br-ot'f landscapu in light. -1i) thc east and ihc noah. onc saw only thc 
unmdinz sunlmits of mountains rising higher and hishcr. rcwmhling thc w;lvc?i 

of a swcllinp. pelrifi~d wzl. On our way w-c mut a 1t.w nativcs with a nca-. rhincsc 
typr or clon~atcd  face. I n  thc i~ftcmr)w we dcsczndcd tlic castrm slope of thi: 
c h i n  that we wcrc following to cntcr the small valley of Muon? Ya~lg. a \.illage 
whcrc wc stopped for lhc niphi. 

The few vi l la~cs  that stcxd on thc cdgc of thc N a ~ n  Yang wcw all pr>pulatcd hy 
Thai?; drivcn out of  the nurlh by the Muslim insurrection. Their country of origin 
was on thc hanks of the ham The. which they c-allcd Kianp Cha. Muong Chcw~g 
md Muon: Ya rvcrc [here. Formnerly. ~hcse prt~vilices werc dcpcndcncies of Xicng 
Hans. They had bccn conquered by the Chincsr long a p l .  Thcsc Thai wcrc given 
to us as portem in Muong Yap.  'fhc majority of them s ~ ~ n ~ e d  to k exhausted 
and all of them lwked rniscrable. The letter fro111 X i c n ~  H o n ~  which wc cmicd.  
ordcrcd lhcm to conduct us and nonc of them dwamed of asking paymcnt for thc 
journey. Loyal to the principle which he h i d  adoptcd at thc s t d  of the juuruc);. 
i.e.. to pay for all the scrviccs which were rcndcred to us. Cnrnmalider dl: L~grer 
gnvu to each of our poaers thwc t h b  (two francs m d  tbrty ccntimcs) vr day of 
marching. Ihc next day. 9 Ocrohcr. we lrft ~ h c  valley of the N ~ I I I  Y a p  lo entcr 
thc mountains. Thew were heavily fOrcs~~r l  and almost dcscrlrd and thcy o f f c r ~ d  
us the most picturesque views at fhe cost clfan nftcn cxcessivu lhtiguc. Pcrpctuai 
ascents and descents admirably prepar~d us for sleep in tht  evcning. W c  slept 
m i d  thc rall grilsws. a l i~ t le  k l o w  a surnnlit to which my haromctcr ascr ikd  an 
altitude of thirteen hundred rncters. 

During thc wholc day of thc tcnth. wc ~ullowcd a narrow. furestcd and winding 
crest. from thc hcight d which wc cnjoycd alniost all the way a very I O I I ~  view. 
We115 sornctimes sprang twrn the flanks of rhc rnuuntains. a feu= rnctcrs k l o w  
us. and from waterfall to watcrC;111 they increawd thc hoiline waters ~ C t h c  torrents 
flowing at our feel. In the evcninp wc  rame to  a village of  natives whose dwellings 
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were wry different from  how of Laotian villages. The traditional a t l r r  which 
we hoped to find was ahscnt. \%'c had to hc conicnt with a reasonably comfonahlc 
stahlc. to which I rnysclf would have preferred sleeping in thc forest. Thr 
mnsquitms which w=crc kginning  to disappear were. to our d iwdvanhc .  ~placcul  
by myriads of intimate parasites against which one had tcj fight all night. The 
malc populatirm was almost entirely occupied with field work whcn we camc to 
this placc. To lind the nun~ber of pnrtrrs w r  nccdcd. wc had tr) rccruit the womcn 
and childrcn but that did not at all slow down our marchins. Ncvcr, on hc u o n U q .  
have we been led so quickly. -1hc a c c c l m t d  rhythm of the p c e  was beaten on a 
tom-tom with which the porter preceded us. Wc soon reached a rdlhcr sizable 
river. the Nam Yot. an afflucnt of ~ h c  Mckong from which wz were a h u t  a day's 
march away. Since Muong Yang. we had asccnd~d  almost dircctly 10 the north. 
parallel to the valley of thc rivcr. 

Thc courw of the Nam Ynt meandcrcd along thc fltwr of a very uultivat~xl 
vallcy into which at  every instant small rivcrs [flrwcd]. picturcsqutly rranlcd by 
the hziphts which bordered it. Thc marching day of I I Octohcr w k s  a channinp 
walk through the gardens and nurncnms vill;l~cs. After six hours of marching. we 
arrived in Xieng Ncua. the last Laotian cuntcr of my inqmnancc we had to visit. 

Xicnp Ncua belonged to Muong I .a Thai, a srnall l ~ o t i a n  pmvincc [he capikil 
of which was lucated in the eas t  Sincc thc war. the king of Muone La Thai lived 
half a day's march to the nnrth-west nf Xicng Ncua. It was by way q.oT this pl'lty 
king. who carried the title oCScr-tr~t)rrr. that Sc-m;lo and Xitng IIonp wcn- linkad. 
The  people ut- Se-n~ao write Chincw. thc Srr-nrom translated this into Thai 
language and vice vcsa .  Muong La Thai was one of the four principalities of the 
Sip Song Panna. thr  onc which thc Lu p o p l c  considered lo br: the most impr>aa~~t. 
It rws. they said. the gate 10 China. Mut>n_g Khic was that of Burma. Muong Long 
was thc gatc ro Xicny Tong ;md Muonp P h o n  was that to Xieng Mai. We rested 
a wholc day in thr  pas tda  o r  Xitng h'eua. The thirteenth of October was a day 
with a lull mrmn and thc religious cerelnony. which was usually held on this dq. 
w a ~  conduutud trlgcther with the celebration of the end of the rainy scrlsrln and 
thc inauguration of the dry season. Thus the inhabitants wcrc cagcr to get rid of 
Lhc Ji)rci_mcrs who had c0111e to occupy their pagoda. -Ib finish wirh us as sorm as 
possible. they had the etTmnter?;. to pcrsuadc us to lcavc thc rtrad that wu had 
followcd so iar to go to Muong Pang. hk entered a narrow gorge which drlminalcd 
Xicng Neua and not much later wc lcft the basin of  the Narn Yor. Aftcr thrw 



houn: of marching. wc arrived at our destination. In Muonp Pang ~ 1 . e  Irirncd that 
ivc had left thc usual rtmd to makc a uwlcss detour r o  ~ h c  rilst. The shorlnrss of 
h e  stretch was thc only reason for the duurit nt- thu pimplplc oC Xirng Ncua. 

Muong Pang presented us with an appearanuc that was too ncw l i ~ r  as not to 
dwell on it a few moments morc. 

This small village. siiuatcd at the back of a gorge. clcvc~l ~ w c l v r  hundrud 
mctcrs a h v c  sca level. was inhahilcd by Chincsc and Thai XI cxpclled t'njni the 
south of Yunnan by the war. They brousht  thc custrlrllh and agricultural 
characteristics of the f?clcstial Empire to Iaos: thc high Laotian houws were 
rcplaced by small, low huts crudcly br~jlt from l ineadd mud. applicd on a U=CW)~L'II  

haskct-work frame. Howc\,er. if thc appearance of ~ h c  dwe l l i n~s  of- thcsr p ~ w  
~ f u g e c s  was rrriwrhlc. their supxior indusrriclusncss was rcvcalcd in ds~;til.i. 
It was with a vivid plu~wre thal we found lahlrs. benches. cuph>i~rds and the 
thousand utensils of domestic liCc Ihat. cvcry day. \wc. had tn irnprcjvisc to rcplacc. 
M.k did not feel at case tinding ouficlvcs comfort~hty seatcd in a scmi-circular 
vault. around an abundantly furnished tahlc. To understand thc in~pork~ncc. t h ~ t  
we attachcd to thcsc satisfactions which miphi appear. at  lirst sight. ;l lilllc 
childish, one must first have hccn unable. after Ion: warchins.  tu find a 
comfnrtahlc position to eat while .quatting. If picnic nleals tm thc grass appcar 
charming t o  well disposed people. they becomc in  he end honihly annu>,ing l i ~ r  
travelers wearied by fatiguc. The ordcrly gardens which surroundrd thc dwrllings 
of our hosts. thc carriages. the winnowing machines that wc SilW aroului US. 

noticc in a nlorc ucrlain way than the fcw works such as hr-idgcs nr thc miid that 
we had already met with. the proximity of that l j l ~ ~ o u s  uountry whilr~' iigri~u1tui-e 
was the first or the am. The rice harvest was just linishcd and woplc  wcrc doing 
thc first work on the harvested ficlds. It was thc first timu lhat wc hid sccn such 
serious plowing being done in thc rnounrains. 

Thc Thai  Ya that we found in Xfuo~ig P a t y  were drcss~d in almc>s~ Ihc santc 
way a. the l h a i  New whrlm we mcl in Xieng I Ionp. Thc drcsx of the xvtmlcn was 

\=cry characteri~tic: they wore a skirl and a twvdry corsclc~ ahwc which thcy put 
a small jac-kc1 and a chess-board shin. Thc hip. round carrillgs (~i '  silvcr wire and 
thc buttons the same metal in thc hair rdvc a rich and original uppeamnuc to 
this costumc which was not dissinlilar to ccr~ain  costu~llzs oC Swi~zcrland or 
Brinany. 
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Wc rcccivcd thc most p rcp j s sc s s i~ l  and cordial wccption fmm the illhabitants 
of blutjng Pang wherc m=c p ~ s c d  almost a whole day. In thc cvcning. we cnjrlycd 
a Irx.al conccn which was pcrfo~-nled by a singlc person hcating a gong. armed 
with licverill hammcrs and hitting with doubly hard blows on sevrril i~ ls t run~mts  
pl;~crd in front of  him. Thc rhythm which hc hcld and the yradiition of the toncs 
r)f the tam-tams yaw to this appannls a faint rcWmhlancc with t h t  pl'al of hells 
in our churches. Thc musician was unahlc IrI continue this exercise. Aftcr a shorl 
whilc hc  stopped. hathcd ill sweat and cnhaustcd and was r tpbccd on the platform 
by another p1;lyc.r. Nk left again Crlr Muon: Pane on the nlorning of lhc Cr~urtccnth 
m=ith twenty-four pr)n~rs.  After a march as shun as that ol- the previnus d~y. we 
arri\=cd XI I1 a.111. at Ban n'anp-Say-Ko. :\gai~~. we s ; ~  the valley of  the Nam kilt  
and thc villayc rd Xicng K C U ~  Cmrn thc huights of a pcik on thc nmd. On thc 
gcntlc slr~pcs (11- thc hills u=ith thcir roundcd su~llulits. we saw traccs of old crops. 
which tcstiliucl to thc t-act that the land had fc~nncrly been scttlcd hy a vcry dcnsu 
population. The  landscapr displayed the nlust varied shades hcuauw of the 
divsrsity of the crops. 

In Nanp-Sang-Kc) we were on thc sidc o i  a new valley. at the end of  which a 
small river meandered: i r  first ran to [hi: ~iorth. then turned to thc west mlund a 
calcareous massif of c o n ~ i d e r h l r  clcvation. thc dcnticulate crests of which 
scpmatcd us from the Mckong river. h c h  of the hillocks which row up above 
thc river was c r o w ~ ~ e d  with a villapc d. irc~nl a distance. the dark color r)f thc 
houscs. built in terraces. zavc thcm the false look of forlifird castlcs. Thc 
transion~lation oC thc vcgchtion and apiculture b a m e  more pronounced each 
nionlcnt. Maizc had Car wmu tiillc succeeded rice in thc highest parts of rhe 
rnountai~~.  Thc tcxtilc plant which was known by the name China nctllc. 
made its sponmcrws a p p e a r i c e  and Ilr. Thorcl indicated to us the culture of an 
a c a ~ ~ t h u s  spccics which providcd a blue die similar to indigo. Thr vege~ilhles 
were grown on a widcr wale: we found fields oC pcas. Fruit trccs such as plums. 
pcachrs and applu grew in orchards. The Corest had almost entirely disappcmd. 
Hew and ~hcrc. rl~lly some oak trees and. on ~ h c  urcsts. some clumps of pinc 
trees had hcun w v ~ d  from rhe ax. l 'hcw I d s c a p c s ,  so different from t h t ~ c  wc 
wcrc accustorncd tt). made us happy at h c i .  Thc industriousness which rcizncd 
in thcsc villages. the cordial rcccption of !he pupulatinn and thc incrrasinp 
availability of  supplies reminded us at cach step that we were getting back into 
civi1i~cl.d regions. Thc rhousand du~ails  of n ~ r a l  scenes which wc carnu ;~crr~ss 



evoked inorc than once melnorics of our honicbnd. W c  wcrc not 1.cgrcttirly thc 
piclurcsquc appearance and thc slraagc custolns of thc countrich that we Icli 
hchind us. Wi. arrived irt thal [nlint of thc jnumr1y 31 which ncw Ihings. lor us. 
wcr2 lhrlsc thal looked most like kunmpc and t.'r;mccc. 

-Chi: inhabitants m=crc more and rnrlrc oCa mixed type. k l w c c n  rlic I'hinrsc and 
l'hai races. Certainly. h i s  nlixcd type fairhfully wprc.wnted thc rdtl ppulat ion* 
of Yu~unnan. or. if you will. thc 1x1 Tllzlis to h;tvc hccn cr>~~quc.rcld by thc Chincsc. 
Thc domcstic animals undcnvcl~t a Imnsr~>rnlation similar 1t1 t ha1 which IVC 

r)bsencd in the vcgclation and the houses: thc horses. the cow:. and thc piss 
i w r t  higgcr in 5i1.c. stlnlr mules made thcir appcarincc. the brm-yards rvcrc 
populated with a hreed or uhiclcn which rcachrd ;I large-I. size hy g c n c ~ i c  
irnprovcmcnt. We wcrc offered pieces boiled in soup which wcighrd ftwr 
kilograms. Poultry was sold by rvcieht. 

On 16 Oclohcr. wc stayed the 11ipht in an entirely Chincw-im,king k-illagc 
called Tc-hou-Tchiai. Inscriptirlns on ~d paper. writtell in rhosc i dco~rams  which 
haul: imhucd Cyhincst litcralurc and civilizatir~n with its both oriyi~lill and 
cons-crvativt teaturcs so variously apprwiatcd by Wt'stcm pllilr)sopher?;- could 
be wad on the thresholds of ~ h c  housus. T l ~ c  inturic~r ot thcw dclwllinps displayrd 
the unifonu appcarancc that is found in all provi~lccs of thc Chi~lcsc cmpirc. 
rvharcucr their dcgcc nf cornl'o11 or wcialth. or io whatcvcr stcial class th-% L uwncr 
klongcd.  \V: a l r i i l y  rccoznixed thc uniform stylc which a ci\:ilir;~tion. scvci;11 
thousand y c m  old. had h L ~ n  ahlc lo i~nprinl cJrl lhc khilvior  01' ;In irnnlc~tsc 
populalion. dcspilc thc divcrsr origins and sizc of a lcmtor>= st) large that it 
showrd cvcry kind r)C cliilliltc. 

In Tcho11-lchiai. WI: wcrc u~litblc trl ~ i l t hc r  im~i~l.di;ltcly all thc p311cn;  hat rt-r 
n~r.dcd lo continur our journey. 1 shycd k h i n d  wilh soniu lilcn of thr cscorl and 
a small part of thc luggazc tt) wait for the horws and ~ h c  h u l l t ~ k s  which t h c ~  
prr~miwd us. I waitcd until 4 p.m. Thr p o p l c  ol- thc villapc ii=crc spread ciclvrr ~ h c  
ficlds and in thc company of w m c  w-.olllrll who attcndcd lo thc dcl~ncztic work. 1 
fr)n-cd mywlf to wail palicntly. 

The 1;lr)tian l i ~ l ~ g w i ~ l :  wah n o  Irmgcr undcrstrn~d hcrc: I could IIO Ir,npur rccall 
thc fciv words ol- M a n d ~ r i i ~  that I had known formerly. I [r ial  lo litrikc up ;I 

convcrsa~irm wilh the hclp of id~uyraphic chari~clcfi which arc mldcrstcwd Iir,~n 
oncmd  nf China tu thc c~thcr. whatcvcr nl;iy thc dial~rc-t spoken he.- Thus I oh~aincti 



Furlhcr Tlavrls in I-aos and in Yun~lan 

snrnc infrlrmation on the military frats of [how tcrrible Muslims. whosc rchcllion 
had ovcrturncd [hi: whole of Yunnan for some twclvc years. The master of ~ h c  
house had ~ C I I  ovcrpowcrcd while he was inside his house which was inuadd  by 
thcm. Morc than a hundred thousand plu>plt had been killed in the country: after 
thc Fall ol-the C'hincsc city of Sc-mao. which for a whnlc ycar had rcsistcd the 
prnvcr of thc  Koui-tw-which was thc ptjori~ilive name the Chincsc gave to ~ h c s r  
kluslims. Thc pmwcss of thusc ferocious soldiers was surely exiggurited. Their 
WUJ~OIIS were depictcd a s  clC prodigious s ix .  They had small cannon o p c r i t ~ d  
by hand which one oC thrul carried on his shouldcr while ano~her  put the tire to 
thc brwch. Thcy uscd lanc-cs solnc ten meters long which had to hc handled by 
two men. Thanks to thew il'ornlidahle instruments thc IWO thousand of rhem. 
hclpcd by a grrat nurllhcr of Thais. had mmanagcd trl conquzr the region for a 
ccrtain timc. Thc prescnl povcrnor of Se-man had mimagod to chase them for a 
little whilc hut thcir pass;~gc had left horrihlc mcrnurics. Cholcra reigned. rhey 
told mc. in this city. and fifty victims wcrc dying every day. 1 intcndcd to 
cnn~nlunicatc [his lattcr ir~fornlation to Mr. dc LagrCe for the sole purpose of 
avclidiny any ~ 1 1 1 ~  among thc cxpcdition's rncn. 

My loyal Annaniitc. Tci. who helped rnc with this written conversation. wai 
delighted tn cncountcr custolns so  sin~ilar  to thosc of his own countn;.. For him 
as wcll a s  for the others of thc escort. ~ h c  arrival in China w;l~ a true homecoming. 
Moreover. lhcir pride was si~lgularly flattered at rntcring. no1 as conquered people. 
as pcoplc whcl already knew that thcy musl how to a lmditional superiority. hut as 
soldiers of a pc~wcr to which China had to hrlw in her turn. The Laotian pagodas 
had d i s a p p ~ t d  and it u=xx with dcep rcspect that our Annamitcs found in every 
house an altar drvotrd m the ancestors. such as one could see in the p o r c s t  
houws of C'c~hinchina. 

It W~LS only aRer thc rcturn fnlm thc Ciclds that I was able to ohhin. not the 
h u l l t ~ k s  which 1 had been promised. hut the few porters who were sufficient for 
thc transpr~rl;ition of- thc packqcs  which had been left to me. I was unahlc to 
rcjrlin thc expedition Ihc same day and that night I slept in a small barracks in 
which s t m e  wldicrs f n m  Muong La Thai were garrisoned. I a ~ a i n  saw the Chinew 
unifonus and the militarq. traditions with which I had familiarized rnk-sclf during 
the war nf 1800. I'hc illusion was so complctc that whcn I woke up in thc morning 
to thc sight of the Chincw hats covcrcd with red rkssels and thc lances which 
itdurncd the Cicld-hcd on which I had passed thc night. 1 thouyht for a moment 



Chapter 4 

Plate 17 An ~I~phort t  h ~ i r i ~  Prrtt3rl I)? ~rr l t rrr~.~ (rfrarvirlg I?Y E. Boyrrnl, hosed 
or1 ( I  skrtc.li (?I' L. D(~lrrl~or~e). 

that I was on thc hanks of the W h o .  wandering between Ticn-tsin and Peking in 
order to lry to lint1 the Tartar ilrnmy." 

Quite early I set off again lo try to rejoin the cxpcdition. Wc followed the 
~;ummit line which was shaded by a lnagnifiucnt pine forest. On the slopes of the 
mountain lherc were a fcw, niostly dcscrlcd houccs. The cholera had passed there 
anrl dectroycd the greater part of the population. We hurried on to a plateau wlicre 
the Muclim dcva5tations. abour which people hail tolcl us so often. appearctl in 
all their reality. A hig villayc. almost a small town, revealed its red brick lloilzes 
and i tb  curved-hack roofq in tlic middle of ~ h c  cultivated ficlds. Only the walls 
retnaincd standing: Flames had left their black marks on thc wall?. A solcmn 
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Plate 18 A I.nntir~rr Iiittin,~ rt gong it1 Mirnrig Purrg ( d r u ~ r i r i ~  I? I: R~tj.~rrd, 
hrtsnl nrr rr skrfr.11 of' L. 1)~lnl~or-[a). 

xilcnce reigned it1 this village in which we found for tlie frst  time the solidity 
and comforr th:~r charncrcrizcd Chincsc buildings. The pcoplc liiltl not flecl: thc 
well-maintained crops which surroundetl the ilhnndonetl houses testified to [heir 
prcscnce. Thcy were hiding in the vicinity. I t  was there that 1 I'ound Mr. cle I,agl.ee. 

After thc noccssary hall for lunch, the whole cxpcditirrn sct our a y i n .  W 
tlcsct.ntlcd the opposite flank ofrhe plateau again In traverse the valley of a ~ n ~ i l l l  
rorrent which ran southwards. Judginy from its clirection, this wutcrcnursr surel!. 
h ;~d  to belong to the hasin of the Nam 1.a. which tlowed into the Mekot~g rhrer. 
bet\vcen Xieng Hon_c and Muclng You ;lnd which separated Yi~nnan .F(~IISII stric-to 
I'ro~n the Sip Son? I'anna over part of its course. Next wo climhcd n ronsonahly 
high chain: tlie cliff road ~ 3 s  hordered hy tomhs, sotne of which wcre in marhlc. 
covrrcd wit11 Chincsc inscriptions. In China ill1 tliv ~*oarls i n  [hc ncipliborlicrotl of 
towns wcrc iurnml into a s o r ~  o r  r~lncr:ll routc. Thc. tr:~fllc. l i i ~ v i n ~  hcc.omu h~~sicr ,  



rhc ct tstu~uu~ nl(1i-c cxquisitc. thc khav ior  (11- 1111. ~lcoplc wc nlcr Icss Ca~~liliiu: 

N-c prcp;ircd lit112 by litrli. for thc spcchclr that awi~itccl t ~ h  ilround ~ h c  ncst k l l d .  

At 4 p.ln.. a11 i lnr~~cnsc plain rlpc.nc.d hclitrc. us: ill rhc ccntcr a l i>r~ilic.d Io\vll 
rose up. thc red and wllite hollws of which spillcd OIII 01- tllc i '~ i~Iosurc on a11 
sidcs a11d A O I ~  111 irwpular rlis~ricts (111 111c k~rlli\ 01-t\vr.cl hrtloks which IIICHII~'~.~ 

i n  I~L. plaill. TIIC h I t ~h i ' ~~ -~a r i I ~ns .  thc s;~rdc~ls. a11d thc \:ills?; radiarcd out iitr a 

Frcat dist;acc iitld. in sc\-cral dinrctiol~s. 1111. sil\-cr\-' ~.ibh.cl~~li 0 C  slonc rruds traced 
throu~h ~ h c  dcl;lrc?;~rtl ?my hcizh~s which s~~rn )~u ldcd  ~hc. pl~ti l l .  

11 was not withol~t livcl y clnair>ns [hat u-c w'li-omud this firs1 C'hincsc 101\-11 

u-hich displayed its hr.clspit;~hlc T L H ) ~ ~  kCorc us. hlicr ilightci.n lnrmths ctC lllriguc. 

;ilicr having Imucrsrd l.cgic,nx rlcvrlid of all c iv i l iz~ ion.  wc lbund twrscli-c:i l'llcill: 
a [twt-~j. ;I l i v i ~ ~ g  cmhnlinicnt of tiic c)ldcxt c i \ - i l i z i~~ ion thc OI-~~II~. F r ~ r  tlic t i r s~  
~inlc.  I.urttpr;l~1 tr;~tc.lc.rs i l~~ tc rcd  rh ina  thn>ugl~ i ~ z  Inrliiln b.clrr1c.r. At that ~nomcnt. 
surely. c)ul. c11lhusia51n was grcatrr th iu~ was wiuranlcd: rhc sulkrirlg\ HL. h:~rl 
cndurcd ~nadr  us cl\-.crcstirnatc thr i l l i pu~a l~cc  ol- rmr discovery. For all i i l? ; l i l~~t .  

wc k l i t v r d  th i~ l  C'hina showcd itscll- 101. thr Iirsl t ilnc lo  LluroW. ~C~IIIV~CII~C.~ h!: 
six Frcllulll~lrn. 



Chapter 5 

Mr. dc LA@T stilt a couricr to inCorm thc authorities 01- St-mao about our arrival. 
W: had Ililrdly wt fmt in the outskirts of thc tcwn th;lll Ihe cnvoys of thc govurnttr. 
csc-or~cd by some soldiers, carnc to grcut us and they precekd us into thc s t r ~ ~ t s  
of the town. A hugccrt>ivd had asse~~~blcc l  illung rlur way and rcvcalcd a curiosity. 
i~icc~nvenicnt a n  account of  its d o r .  but the gcnuinr bcncvolcncc. oC which could 
be Celt. At this timc-md only a[ this t i m e 4 i d  wc lack urlnfidcnuc ia ourselves 
a11J we rvcrc saddcncd by our prxa appcilrallcc. Shabbily drcsscd. without shoes. 
braring no other insienia which \voold proclaim 1 us] rc.prcwntativcs 01-onc o f  thc 
fint anlong thc natirms oCthc rvorld. than the nmv ta rn ish~d stripcs which Mr. dc 
I.agr6c was slill wci ing .  wc nulsl havc prcscntrd a pitiful sight in Ihc c y s  (>fa 
p o p l c  that was m formal and which attachcd such imporlance to appcilranccs 
thc Chincsc pcoplc do. Certainly. wc wtluld not havc ~ Y I I  able to travcrw a tow11 
in t:rancc withoul provoking public cornmen1 and rilllying h y s  against us. But it 
was lcss rlur dress than our rraturc-s thcmsulvcs rvhich i~ttnctcd thc curir~sity 01-thc 
inhabitants r)f Sc-n~i~o.  It m=as diCCiuull to inl;~gillc whal singular prop-flies thty 
attributed to l;-uropcrlns in ihcsc distant provinces of  thc Chinusc clllpin.. They 
kncw us only Iron1 distorted and inflated word-ot-mouth h lcs  which had cwnc 
kom the coasts to the interior. Thc kvraprms. the steam ships. lhc surprising 
iiltluslrir>usness o f  thcsc rcrrihlc h;~rbari;ins tn which the prcstigc of a civilizatio~l 
of fifty centuries had suc-cumhcd. Irid given rise to thc most m;lruclous tales and 
h;ld lent s u h h n c c  to thcl most h i z m .  lnotir>ns. One day a Chincsc rnili~ar); I I I~I I I&;*~~.  
against all thc rulcs of ~ h c  ctiquct~e. made his way rro thc hack oi Cunin~andcr dr 
I ~ p e c  and IiCt~ul his hi t  up. When he was askud what was the lnotivc Cor this 



sinp11;a act. Ilc said: "I watitcd to assun- ~ i ~ y ~ c l l ~ o t ~  thr c x i s t c~ i~ .~ '  ot this ~hii-ti c\-r' 

that 1111. I < u r o p a ~ ~ s  ~~lisi 'ss. W-ilii thi' help oi wliich thi'y <-at1 di!icoI-~r Iri'a'iurcs 
hidrlcn under ttic grtjund." 

In St-nlao wc wc1-c. Icx l~cd in  :I pagoda oulsidc IIIC city It \tab r t n l ~  ;~lic.r ;l 

srruyglc of scvc.ml hol~rs th31 tlic llolicclncn oi 1111. pl;~cc n l a ~ i i ~ ~ r d  11) ejcc~ r l ~ c  
crtmd which had i i~\- i t t lc~l  thc sa11cti1i11-y III~I thcy =:I\-c us as a d~\:clli~lp. I3ut our 
spirits w r c  t tm)  hi$ lo  tiikc. o l l l nw  ;II Ihc inlportunilic\ of our new 11os1~. In rwi- 
U ~ C F  c\:i'rything W:IX tr:i~llrf~nlicd illto ~ ' ~ n ~ r ~ t ~ l i h t i l ~ r ~ s  ;it our SUCUU>>. A licr ha\- in: 

had c n u l  wlC-dc~trhts abair cwr suci-rss for a Itwig ~ i rnc  wc wcrc Jli~ilJI\-. i n  rhina! 
Thu>i: I I T ~ ~ C  w-ordx Icti o111y ror)ln li>r joy. E\-e~.ything thal pro\-ctl ivi. 5%-crc ill 
C1ii11i1 w:is \I:C~L-~II~IC. LVc \vould II;IVC liked to fcrl i111d lo11ch China c\  cn nlorc. Tlir 
~x )~ - k l l i c . d  ull.11 cr~lhrr~nrd on rhc altars. ar rllc Icct 01- ivhicll w t  h;ul inst;lllc.~l 

ourwll.lrcs. appeared 10 k a n l  \vc luo~~l i~ lg  s~nilcs. 

I havc ;~lrc.adg. 111~11lir>ncd. I hclirvc. lhar I was thi' only ~ ~ l c ~ l l h c i -  (11- thc 
C'onl~~lission who had ;~lrc:irly visitcd C'll i~i;~. A~ntmz 111y companions. I Irlullrl the 

saliit i ~~ i p r vss i c~~~s  that I h:d rtt~--scli w-hcn I :~rri\:rd i r i  thc ('c.lcsri;~l Ernpirc: the.!- 
w=crc struck hy ~ h c  authenticity o f  lllc fi~rniiurc scrcclls and thc ~:cr is i~~ l i l i l i~ t Ic  o f  

thr i111;ycs which y a w  us our idr* r)iChincw i i ~ t c r i c~ r~  in tlunqx. T11c corrcctncs!. 
and tllc vcracily r ~ f ~ h c  types whic-I1 WCIY clisp1ayc.d ill 111c.s~ rlcsiyl?i tt-src. indeed 

rc.mark;iblc. Thc wt>mcn. in ~ ~ r l i c ~ l l i l r .  wcrc pcrlkclly wprrlduccd: d r c ~ ~ .  p1sIurc. 
i ~ ~ t i ~ i i a t c  dc~ails. i l l 1   his WAC striking. cvcn a little glrltcsquc. rv i l l ~  t l ~ c  alnusing 

st~t>kc d a cxicuturisl hut al 1111' 3;lnlc timc quitc acc'llrillc. 

!\ littlc while alter clur an-ivi~l. a r t l i ~~~dar in  wit11 hli~c. insisnia ciultr to hid 
~~{II~III~~III~C.~ dc I-ayrCi: ~ L ' I c ~ I ~ c '  and o k r  him cln k h u l f  o f  thc go\-crnor. prc?;cnts 
i n  kind: r iw.  salt. chickcns and pork nlcat. 

Thr: 11tx~ day. 19 Os~ohl. .  drcsscd as i i~n l la l ly  as our wi~rdrt)hc> (~uccus?ii\-cl~ 

rcducd  hy sacrifices) pcrmittcd. and followed by our ~ m c d  escort. wc writ lo 

thc govcrnor's rcsidcricc. IXusing through Ihc quartcrs wIlic.11 S C P ~ C ~ I C ~  11s I j i ~ n  

thc city ~ a t c .  w c  wcrt able lo  scr ~ h c  yv;lt (k~m;lsc. cauwd d u r i n ~  ~ h c  kiuslim 
occup;llioll: 3 Errat uulllbcr o f  hrwscs wt-erc ahandoncd arid hallMcs1rrt\;-d. Somc. 
quickly rcpaircd. had o111y il shelter 01- 111;115 rlr planks as rrnds. .A grcal 111ilit;l~ 
livclincss rc.isnud cv~'rywhcrc: st~ICli~1.s calnc and wulit. Most ol'thc p;lpod;l> wcrc 
in usc as barracks: thcir illtars wn-~ul as troughs Ibr the horws. A1~;ldy dc>cc~tcd 
by Ihc votaries of \l;lr>harnmcd. ~vL ' I . ) - .w~c~~ they displayl'd only ~llutil;~tcrl gcds 



;~rltl ruincd qiqllil~.cs. -1'11~' ~vall. h i ~ i l ~  with bricks on s hasc rll- IVCI sands~cn~i.. h;i~l 
cn~mhlcd ill pl;~ccs- I[ was bring n-paircd i~~rlustrir~usly. -I'hc Inrxit was hcins 
1%-idcnc-d. 111 liont of the 1lltJ;tl. hugc friczcu wcrc hc.i~~g sc't in pl;icc. \a c~llcwd Ihc 
inncr I;cu.p 01- thc city by e do~ihlc. arclicd door and wc ivcnt IO rhc Virrrrt-11 01. thc 
govcrnrlr. WC' wcrc halted ill thc s.;cct>nJ cou1l.t: thc pcn:srlior Iml not ycl cr~iic. A 
fc~v rnrIlilcrlta Ii~lcr a chair I hwnc by] c i ~ h t  poncrs calilr: in with 3 noise r)f cra~kcm: 
a nun  r l f s o ~ ~ ~ c  hinty ycar.; drcsWd in 11lc oflicinl crlstunlc t,t- a C'hincsr nrandarin 
stcp~)i.d dou-11. A hlr cappa lllilg~~il was displayed on his silk robe and a lump of 
coral Irl~clt'rl r,n his hat. We wcrc dralilig. or st) ii=c 1ho11:ht. wit11 an c)ilicial of thu 
rctl insi~nia.  LC.. h c l o ~ l ~ i i l ~  to one rlf thc luur h i ~ h r s t  2racic.s of 1111. C'hincsc 
hierarchy. TIw n ~ c c ~ i n ~  tor)Ii plilcc in a rllunlw slilnd whicll daninatcd die. ct>orly:~rd. 
l'hc crtnvd 1ii1J i ~ ~ v s d r d  it ~ I I J  1 no Ir~ngcr rccognizcd 1111. usui~l dccrwuil~ and ~ h c  
~nctict~lnus cliqucttc of C'II~IICSC' wrcptic>n?;. Hut the cxccplit)llal situation in whicli 
[hi. town of Se-~narl found i~sclf. the s l m ~ l ~ c n c s s  of thc \:i\itots and ~ h c  ~urrnr,il 
p r t d u c ~ d  by thc civil war wcrc. cxcusr cnoogh for 11lis \:irllatir~n of custr,lns. 'Hic 
wldicrs \vIlo c~~ci rc led  the pl.clorian pushcJ back thr rw\-c c>C invadcfi with ~ h c  
fia~ldlcs ttf lhcir lanc-cs t k c q  five. I ~ I ~ I I L I ~ C S  h ~ i  the cn)wl;.d wtrcatcd t111Iy lo i o ~ l i c  
hack ii~iil~ctli;~~cly. Inrlri: pl'cssing and Illrlrc forcciul. It rtxs the ntctrc rlitticult 10 
undcnraad cilch other hcci111~~ our i n ~ c r p ~ v k r  AlCvy wits only ahlc. to t;iIk in rhiilcsc 
and Mr. d t  l.itgrCc had to pl-clvidc hint wit11 ;I \;.c>unE L;nttian assistant. tialicn Frrjni 
rhc region u=c had ppassrd t h m u ~ l ~  ~ I I J  who. l i h  all pcoplc iioill hlrdcr arcas. 
s p ~ k u  111~' dialcct of Ylunn;in rathcr poa,rly. -1-h~. ct,~)vcrsation was 1inlilc.d IU 

zcncralitics ant1 an cxch;u~gc of c r~unc~ ic s .  I'hc Frwcrntlr told us 11131 N=C had hlu.11 
annourlccrl Inon. than > I K  months hilhtlv and that he Iiild S C I I ~  a I I I C S \ ~ I I ~ C ~  to  nlstt 
us. f Ic maric an allusion lo lhc n i y s l r r ~ o ~ ~ s  lctlcr of which they h d  spukcn in Xiwg 
I I o I I ~ .  "I t h ~ ~ ~ h r . "  l i ~  ild~lcd. "thl bcc;~usc of thu It11gth and tlic d;mecrs oC 1llc 
mad ~ I I  would llrlt colnc. I low 1011g do you ctlul~t on slayilig xvith us'.'" --Some 
liticcn d a y m c  ncctlcd lu rcs~." "11-yclu want Icj pur?;uc your itincclry. I must warn 
you rhal thc rcyirn~ is in o vcry ~lliscruhlc strltc: you 111ust f u r  disci~sc. ~hicucs and 
rl~~crnics of all scl~ls. 110 ~ I U  L I I I C I I ~  111 conlinuc lowards the 11unh-.'" "1 have an 
order to ascend ~ h c  cullrsc of lhr Mckong. But. sincc >=nu have alrcildy told me of 
grciu difficultica. 1 rcqucst your advicc and wc will l u~c thc r  discuss the hust thine 
lo  do." "If you k;u nothiny.-- said Ihr govcmor. "I will h a w  you conducted whcrc 
you want." Mr. dc lagrtk gavc him a rcvolvcr. Such a pcrkctcd w=capr>n did 110t 
fail lo  hc well rcccivcd by a Illall whose role was. lwCorc all clsr. a military nnc 
and who prcpains  to fight ncw kha~tlts. As stnm as  lhc n~crhod of hillldlin~ i~ 
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had hccn explained. he bent Cr>rwi;.al-d on the rostrulii and. ill thc risk of wrxrndillg 
OIIC of his subjccts. he fircd scvcral shots into the walls of the  courzyard. This gift 
wcmcd tn give him grcat-ic~y. 111 rci~lity. dcspitc thc 1i.w doubts which Ctnllnlil~~dcr 
dc I ~ z r G u  still entertain& on the subjcct oC thc rolr pliiycd by ~ h u  authr>riticx in 
Sc-nrio ill thc wccption wc had wcciwd in Xic~lp Hong--doubts which wcrc only 
dispcrsid when wc arriv~ul ill Yunn-an-+wr m l i i t j ~ ~ ~ s  with thc (Ihil~csc i luthnri~i~s 

t3csidcs. whcn examining thc political situation 01- this hackward part ol- ~ h c  
Cclcstial En~pirc and d c s p i ~ t  the Uhincsc appcmallccs which struck arid sccluccd 
us at first. I rcco~nizc'd later that. in Yunnan. wu w~'1.c 1101 really dc;llilig witll 
c)n'icials delegi~tcd with cc~itr i~l  pnvc-r. All r1i' them wcw I tral  pcoplc who l i d  
pmnir)t~ul thcmsclvc.~ to thr ri111k oC ~ n d u i n s  and had no significa~u rclatiolis 
~ = i t h  the pclvcrnmcnt oCPcki~v. Thc rclativcly n = r m  conqucst rlCall of hesc regions. 
thc tlivisir~n into Chirlzw dministrativc districts which. for thc t c r r i t o ~  01' Sc- 
111;ao. docs not 9 1  hack funhcr than thc. kginoing  OC thc n i n c t ~ ~ n t h  crntury. anand 
the disohliginy characteristics c)C thc inhilbii;mts cauwd the court of- I'cking to 
~nilintain thc municipi~l franchises in thc ni;ljnrit); cjC ihu citics of Yunnan. Thus 
arcas likc IIr)-~ni-lchcr,u p v e m  thclllsclvcs by a cou~lcil whosc n~c~nb'rs arc 
~w)niioatcd by thc ilihahita~~ts. Thcsc wcrc uashakahlc vcstigts 01-thc indcpundcnw 
which the dill'crcllt of the prcjvir~cc had cnjoycd in ihc pi~st. l'a-Ly and Yu~ininl 
h;ivc h e n  thc capi~ills of pcjwcrful lii~lgdums. u=hich have fought. rjftcn with S~IL-L-CS~. 

a ~ a i n s t  Clli~lcw arn~ics. .%-nlao fmncrly rnusr havc htnu.11 under rjnc cjCthcw L~or i in  
kingdotlll?; which ; t p ~ a r u d  in 1111. C l ~ i n c . ~  annals under thc namc .li-hc-li and Papcsi- 
fou. Trhe-li was. as 1 havc already said. thc IMIIIC wilh which Lhr Chi~lcse clc5ign;ltcul 
X icng I Iong. 

Thc rcadcr may cwily understand that thc Muslilli insurrection sti~llulatcd lhc 
natural cneI.g\;' of thcw l~lixrd populations. Crt11r1 which I'hincw civili/iitirlrl has 
not yet ricn away thcir own chilrilctcristics and their feeling Crjr thcir autonuany. 
nha~lclorlcd by thc ucn~ral pc>wcr tu thc.rnsslvcs. they had takcn thuir cilusc into 
thcir 11ranly hands. had cllosen ;I c h i d  li-om thtir own ranks and had hra\.cly s1c~n1 
Iina i11 thc norm. 

I h c  gcrvenlur of Sc-mau. who w;ih callcd Li t;l-jcn.' originalctl from ~ h r  city 
1-in-ngan. the placc whcn: thc resistance against the Muslims was liw s rmr  timc 
cr>nccntr~icd and thc p~pu ladun  r)f which was ~ r i p ~ d  hy ;in i~np la~ah lc  lrarrild 
ayainst thcrn. l!ndur [he direction o r  a i'a~ilr)us chid: whosc nalilt illonc was a 



h g c y  h r  his cncnlies, IXmg-sll~C or hang-ti)-jcn. rhc whdc stwth c'rl-~hc prrwillcc 
p u ~  up a doughty stand against the vo~arics of h;Irhiam~ned. Thc guvcrnor o f  Sc- 
nrm actively took p& in this war and. ilficr wmc success. had h e n  narncd prcfcct 

of 1.a-Ian. a town si tu~tcd helwccn Sc-ma0 and Lin-ngan. by kang-t;l-jcn. FTOITI 

~hcrc hc nratihcd on Sc-~nao. uvic~cd the Kuui-tscu f-rom thsre and was pn)mc>tcd 
to thc r ~ x l  insignia. For a ycar now he had hccn tryins to reorgani~c ~ h c  country. 
twwthirds or thc populalion of which had fled. 111 Sc-mat) only a fuw shopkc.cpcm 

rcrnailled and to providc for thc needs or  the officials a ~ l d  thc trtwips who had 
wmsformcd this city into a vcritablc ramp. imnlcnsc convr ly wcrr: brought frtml 
the sou8 and the cast. A l l  thc t i n~c  long ciavi lns o f  mulcs and horses 10i1dc.d with 
rice. arms. ~nunitions. ct~tton and wtwd u=crc arriving. -1hc gtlvcl-nor showrd a 
vigor that is vcry uncommon amone Chinew mandarins: tirnc a11d ilgilin hc WAS 

seen directing militmy cxerciscs. sellding couriers. uvcrwciny ~ h c  construrtir~n of- 
palisades and sclcutiny  he Itnraticlns i n  ihc countrysitle for other dcfcnw iworks 
intcndcd to pmtcut the city ayainst a surprisc attack. In  Xirng T r m ~  hc. had h)ught 
a quantity of flint guns o f  l <n~ l i sh  makc: thcsc arms. which art. srl outdated in 
E u m ~ .  cnnslitutc c a l  pmgrcss in this part oCC:hina. The hmcch ~ u ~ t  still lilrnts 
rhc hasic armament 01-lhc Chincw trcmps of Yun~ron and. c t~~~sidcr ing thc dct2nsivc. 
and thc ot'l'i.nsivc weapons displayed arcjul~d us. wu 111ight haw  tlluughr t h : ~ ~  wc 
had gnnc hack three or r~r~ur ~xn t t~ r i cs  in tirnc. Thc Ion: culvcrins c>i'siz;~hlc cal ikr .  
~ h c  wtudcn cannons cncirclcd with iron. thu gulls posirioncd on pitch-furlis 
appand  to date fnjm thr day aficlr thu invention t~l-gunpowdur and rccallcd ~ h u  
wcapons which had f a i l d  thc bravery of our h ~ h c n  at Criu-y and Agi~lcourt. Thc 
knivcs trwk us c w n  liunher h c k .  to thc hliddlc hgcs: thc long h i i l k ~ d s  and Vanuss 
cnding in crcsccnts, designed to bunch up thu cnemy 1iyht1y a11d to dccir~latt 111~111. 
thc sumitcd p i n t s  in the tbrrn oCsaws l o  wndcr ~vuunds rnt~rtal. i ~pp~a rcd  to us to 
hc yrcltesquc rather than dangemus. ' 

Ihcre was Cishtinp a1 a dist;mncc 01-lhrcc to li>ul. days march from Sc-mat). in 
Muony Ka and hquong Pan. M.k hid to rnakr a decision rm the ir>utc that wtluld hc 
appropriate to follow: Ir) go n r ~ d i  and cnkr  thc t t l r i tnc- in the hands o f  thc I b l u ~ l i l ~ ~ s  

was tm) tough a choice and would zxposc. us to suspicions f r r l~i l  bolh p d i c s  at thc 
same tirnc. wilhtxlt any dva~ltapcs n.sul~ing for ourjoomcy. Cbnvcrscly. wc riskcd 
losing evrrything, includiny our ntwcs. in mlc of those skirmishes in which thc 
advance posls wen: rrnhrtlilcd. 

The govcmor o r  Se-nlacj laughingly sugycstcd ro us that ivc >stay clr,sc to hiill tr) 
hclp him fight thc tcrrihlc Koui-twu. Hc sprlkc agiain i~hout thc letter which hc had 



Fur~licr Tla\.cl\ in I .aos and in Ku l i l a~ i  

sent us ill Xicllg Iltt11g to tcII 11s IICM It1 lakc thc rc~ad LO-Iil-Ly ;ad nut Ir, Icl r,urrcl\-cs 

f;~ll illto I hc. hands (11- thc rilbclx. in whmc cycs our Chi11c.s~ p;lssplr(s ~ = o l ~ l ( l  hc 
r,nly nc~at i t -c n.ctti~i~~wnd;~tions. -li, this lctrcr which was w ~ l t  by tllc \:icc-so\:rrnrjr 
of- thc pro\-incc. was ddcd  iinothcr. I hcy told us. i n  E u n q w ; ~ ~ ~  lcttcrs wri t tc l~ t'roln 
Yunnan by a E~~rt>pc;~n by thc nanlu oi liosulo. \Vc wt'w hatflccl as to who this 
Kosuto n~ iph l  k. Accul.rling tr, public rumrlr Iic. was \:cry gc>od at thc produclir111 
nC gu~lpr~wdcr ;IIIJ ill prcparin? ~nincs dcsignccl to h l o ~  up thc \lusli~ns. Ilc l1i1J 

wic.\..c.ral of his ICllr1iv c i t iz~ns wilh him to hulp hi111 w i ~ h  I l i x  work. I f  thc aulhoritic!. 
rjf Xicng Hung had 2ivc.n us KOSU~I'S ICIICI. wc WIHII~I havr surely ~II~)\VII wtl;~t 

our prlsitioi~ shr)uld hc ~.i.t--ir-~.i.v this singular pcrsollali~p bur iigain. whal wrn- ~ h c  
rcal clisposi~ir>~~\ tll-thc C'hincsc a~~thtu i t i rs  ill rcgarrl Ir, u~'.~.l'hc ftn)lish ~liistnlst of 
thc. .\-r,rrrr of- AIC\=y hilt1 elcprivcd us ofthis p l .~~ i r )us  ckocumcnt. surcly tn~attsc the!- 
\vill.c un;lblc to untlcrsland ils crlI1tcilts. Thc prcwncc ol'this tiuropca~i. pcrhap:. a 
lkllorv FI.CIIC'~IIII;~II c.1-cn in Ytlnnan. wxs a v c ~ y  prnorl rcasr,ll to ~o in [hat dir~x-r iu~~. 
Only Ihcrc would w r  hc ahlc to ohlain pjsitivc inforrna~ion l i c t l ~  t l ~ c  highe~t C'hincw 
;iuthoritics oCthc pro\'incc: and dwidr  ~ h c  final linc of cc~nduct wu sho~lld ;~dopt. A 
s i ~ ~ g l c  rtrarl rclnaincd O ~ I I  tu  i l l l ~ ~ i v  11s to go t o  Yunnan: i t  was ~ h r  r)lw tc) I-1;ln. 
Yucn-Kian? and Chr-pil1 and. C\-CII Ihcn. i t  tuok us close to thc %l.ludiin ;~d\ i1nc.i. 
posls. 

I t  was cmly after ?war u~iucrtain~ics that Mr. dc I -a~r iu .  was ahlc r t l  dctcrnliilr 

thc IIIC~~II~II~ and impor~ancc 111' ~ h c  illdic'iltions which hc ~a thc r cd  ~II hi5 

ccm\:crsaticms wilh thc Chirlcst aurt~oritics. Ihc in1crprc.lc.r who had hrcn 111adc 
assist;lnl to A1i.1-y was ntj l  \-.cry c;~pablc of gr;~sping ant1 rcprr)ducinz ; u ~ y t I ~ i ~ ~ g  t o  

do with politics or pcr)gi;il~h~. RI~I ncvcrlhclcss. il was lhis pcrsttn atrj~lr [liar thc' 

chicfr>f the cnpc.dilirl11 wtttlld hc t>hligcrl to coimt on. Alevy did not wish IO i i l l l r n \  
u s  en); i u r th i l~  into ;I country whcnr ~ h c  danyrs would illultiply :I> wc proccctl.rl 
;III~ Mr. dc Ltyi!c was rcs ig~~cd to sendin2 hack a servant whow rcluc~;ulcc ilnd 
Ic;r lllarlc h i n ~  nlorc harmful lhan not. 11 is trur  ha^ :Mr. dt LagrCe was i~b lc  Ir, h:~\-c 
wiiticn comn~llnicaticms with lhc Chinusc aulhoritits by IRC intcrn~ctlii~ry. lhc 
Annarnilc ki. who was ahk  1r1 w r i ~ r  down our quc5tions and wild Ihc reply. 13ul 
surely- so as not to compromise ~ h c  diynity and s ~ u r c ~ s  of thr cxpdit ion in Ihc 
cycs of thc csc-r~rt. he L I S ~  lhis Illrails to clarify his du~ihtl; ttno licl(ltjm. in nly 
opinion. -: 

011 17 Octohcr. AlS.\?>= Icft us li>r ytn~d. laking 3 lcttcr fro111 Mr. dc. Lit@ f i t i  tthc 
gown~r,rell-C'r~hinchina with him. I ic plannrd to &)ilund thr: cr)uW of ~ h r  h.ickong 





Funllcr l'ri~vcls in L a t ~ s  and in Yunnan 

q a i n  and 1c1 rcturn to C=amhcdia lo  srttlc thcrc. t lc indwd arrivcd in I'nom Pen11 
somc timc hctitrc uor rcturn lo Saigcln. 

C:clmrnandcr dc  Lapri.c's dwis io~l  to abandm the rc>utc tc~ thc nrmh and hcad 
north-rast trl lllr capital of Yunnan. wah not madr withoul stirring some dcrnur in 
~ h c  rnen~he~x  of lhc C:omlrlission. We wcrc all young and in  lovc with advcnlurc: 
onc is always bolder whcn o11c has nn rcsponsihililics to cay- .  Mr. dc  La@ 
n o t i c d  thc ract irm he had prduccd and cnsagcd mc in friendly disctursc ahour 
it. Fur 111y pafi. 1 very I I I ~ I C I I  wanted him to a u l h w i ~ t  me to fcxllow thc coursc of thc 
hlckong rivcr to  hi. byest of Sc-mat,. :\lone. I would not compromise any intcrcsh 
i u ~ d  risk rmly my owll p r w n .  I was proh;thly over-ambitious lo  zxplurc ihc rivcr 
to i~ ccrtain dislanci. ah>vc  X i c n ~  I Irtng. the point which thc Englishman h4x[-'od 
h. 1 klsltcd .- : hcforu 11s ;111d which. by a cornhination o r  unrvnu~ratc circurnstanccs 
w;~s  to n-maill the lilst pc~sition of the valley of lhis gru l  rivcr that was dctcnlii~lcd 
in a prucisc Illanllcr. when thc journey nt- the Iircnch Crlmmissir,n wax< cover. ' Mr. 
dc. La@c poslponcd considerition of my request lo thc time o r  our arrival in t'ou- 
cul COU. a trtivn which should be our first stopover alter leaving Sc-mar). Hc 
ctlilfir~l~cd morcowr that hc had not given up on thc cxplordim of lhc u p p  part 
of 111c ~ i v c r  valley bul ~ h a l  in Yunnan hc wcluld have 2nz;ltcr Ficililics ant1 mow 
terlain rncans of invcstigi~tion to aswss Ihc state of ~ h c  country and thc naturc of 
lllr diflic.ultic.s hrtnlphl by thc Muslim insurrectir>n. 

Tht valuc of thc posi~ion of-Sc-man was dillicult to judzc. Crclm thc commercial 
pc~int 01- viciv. Thc war had tmm prr~foundly ovcnurncd the usual conditions o r  
~ r a d ~ ' .  In thc marlict. besides forxi and local pruducc, wc found only irrm which 
camc from King-long. a major Chincsc ciry to thc nunh and then in rhc hands of 
1I1c Muslims. Thr  Licltians callcd it M u t l ~ l  Kou. Wk s h ~ u l d  also mention silk and 
basket-work. hats. haskds slc.. which came from Sc-tchoucn, cinnabar h ~ i l  thc 
vicinity of XI-Ly. finc tohac-ctl fur thc Chincsc wiitcr-pipes, pcppcr. ct~lrlrcd pawr  
fnllil Kouilng-si. wrw~l hlallkcth and coppcr liclul Yunnan. and indigenous Iacqucr. 
AlCvy hou_rht ;I ccrhin anlount of silk to wll on thc rtrad. Salt was also Ihc ohjccI 
oi a rathcr act-livc tride. I t  carnc fronl Pou-eul and fnjm hlutlng Hao f i i .  a fairly 
rich Lacltiiln provinuc. llley %lid. to the southcast. whcrc lhcy uultivatd opium 
poppics and Ira. The mlt was ivi-.cl~~h libur Irincs Cr~r s i x ~ y  kilogralns and i t  was 
C X P ( M - ~ P ~  to X ~ C I I ~  TCI I I~  in cxchanyc Curutaton which WLS scnt by thc lancr ltlcaliry 
to Sc-mao. 

Thc tnwn oCSc-man was ahr>ut t h r t ~  cunturics old. Thc rcsidcnuc o r  thc king rll- 
hluong 1 A. 3s 11ic Laotians u s d  to call lhis place. was found a Icaguc's distance 



Crtm thc Chincsc torv11. I!ndcr the ahlc direction oC its Chincw governors. Ywlnan. 
which was at fimt a tributary oC its [.;lotian nci~hhr>rs. soon hccamc the plilcc oC 
n-sidca~y oCChiae?;c mand;~ri~~s. who in thcir turn didatcul [hi: 1;iiv to thc s~urrwndillg 
ilrcas. 

Sc-111ac1 was only t0di icd  ill 1 H 1 I : tllc t1;'aIl wax squaw-shaped with ~ .nu l~ Icd  
comers. It wxs ahuul a I c q u c  ill lcneth and had four gatcs. Clow to thu sor~thcm 
p 1 c  therc wcrc the ruins 01-a k iu t i i u l  pagtda. The mcmhcc al-~hc Comnlissiiwt. 
unxcustonlcd to C h i ~ l c ~  a r c h i t ~ ~ ~ u r c .  adlnirtxl for tI1c first tirllc [his typu 01- tllnciful 
t>mamcntatio~i. this minialum rcprcscntation of thc varior~s irrcgularitics rlf thc 
ground whit-h has given riw  to nunltrous imili~tiolls in Eurcqw: it was after thc 
I-a%hion oCdic Uhincw tlrir caves. waterhlls. nwds and hridgcs iigurc murc or Icss 
apprnpriatcly lrday in rwr avcnucs and parks. Thc only rcally anistic part which 
rcmai ncd inlact in this pagmda wis a sorl of stone rriumphal arch. wry ac'c'u1.atcl y 
cc~~~stnrutcd. prescnling on its sides Iwu n ~ u n d  rywnings. a ? ;hap  which thc Chincsc 
rll-len likc tto givc lo  their dtnlrs. Thcrc ivcw ala). hcre and ~h t r e .  slalucs ol- rcal 
ualuc. to which rhc stonc which was uscd. a bcautiCr~l pink sandstcl~~c. y a w  a w- arm 
color which cnhanccd its cffict. I t  ~= r ju ld  k Fair to say that thc C'hincsc sculptors 
ildmirahly copied posluws ruld dcpictud ilir~vcrncnts very well. hut that thuy applied 
thcmwlvcs morc bl rcproduci~lg thc Frotesquc and thc funny thml tocr)pyi~ig ndurc. 
l h c y  wen: ariists who had only nightmarcs and never happy dreams. Ncvenhcluss. 
rlnc could nrlt dcny thal thc pcneral propwticins of thcir nic~nulncnts wcrc sound. 
The c ~ ~ n c d  shapes c>C the nn,ls p)sscsscd a real c l c p n c c  i u ~ d  p a w  thcir citics all 
inu~mtcstably Inore g r i l ~ i o ~ l ~  ;ippcarancc than do our hou.w=c, with ~ h c i  r strai2ht 
lines and thcir stccp nn~ i s .  

IVc wcrc on 111s bcst rlCtcnlls with thc p>pulaticul. Thcsc pcuplc wurt intclliycllt 
enough lo  I'ccl how= much s o p r i r ~  we wcrc. dcspitc our purw appcurancc. to the 
limigncrs which ~ h c y  uswall>= rcccived. It st> h a p ~ n d l h a t  thc Fovcnlor's so1ditl.s 
had IcCt fur dcad. in front c>Cour drwr. a Chirlesc scrvaIll who had llcd in ordcr tu 
e x a F  thc ba l ing  which he had carncd by his disohcdicncc. Wilh p m f u ~ ~ n d  
disipproval w-c had witncswd a kind of manhrlnt in which thc sr~ldicrs indulgcd to 
catch this unli~rtunatc and wu I C K I ~  him in imrncdii~tcly to prttvidc thu help he 
nccdcd. IIili statc w ~ n l c d  hopeless: a Imzc k n i k  cut had o p c ~ ~ c d  (hc sritall of his 
back and had pcnct~xttcd the lung. Other. lrss wrious wounds covcrcd his arms 
and his chcsl. Thc assiduous carc c>C Doctor Joukrt lvardrd off thc. d;lngcr and 
brought ccrlainty of nu-ovc+- alicr a f tw days. I Icave thc cffwt that this miracle 



ol- Iluropxan scici~uu ~IIMIIICCII it) thc rcadcr's i r~ la~ i r l i l~ io i l .  111 i l t ldi~ion I r j  Ihc 
;lpprcci;ltirjn o f  thc parrrlls ;uld friends o f  thc woundcd 111illi. ra111c t h ~  n'rlt~csl\ r1f 

all tho* thal war or 1ni5crx hat1 rcntlcrcd crippled or disithlcd. Our rcsidcncc u-as 
IIC\-cr fwc o f ~ h c  la111~. thc hliild. 1c1)c.r~. and ill pcoplc oicvrn;- Iiilld. O~u -d r l c t r l ~  
I-clic.~-cd 311 the suf f t~ ing thily wcrc ahlc to and sparrd rlci~tlcl- timc nor mc.rlicinc.s. 
I)isc.ascs o r  thc cycs s c r ~ l ~ c d  to hc csprcially prcvalcrl~ ;uld ivc m;~rli: I ; u ~ c .  

ciistrihu~ior~s nl'coppc~. sulplra~c which. whcn used ill ;I wcak st~luticm. had already 
impro\=crl Inany ;I ~vuakcl~ccl rycsight in I .aos. The l~randarilis r11c1l1'irlvi.s h;~stcni.tl 
IO haw wcni1l.w ro our nlctlicincs h u ~  thu ills wllicll they complaincrl ol'lnrjsl rlf1c11 
wcrc ihc n-sulr cjl'tlicir Y~CCF: it wils i'sp~.i;llly foropiu111 ithuw tllcy srluphl ~n~c t f i cs .  
"l'hcn: is Iir)llc othilr." wc  old Ihc~n. "lha~i zr;~rlui~lly 10 ~ i v c  up s n ~ o k i n ~  it..' " I~I  
wc arc wcalicllcd ;unrl unilhlc to makc. 3114. serious 2ff011. [?I thcrc no \yay 10 ?el 
hack 31 nlic-c our losl slrcnglh anrl our i~ l t c l l i ~ r~ lc -c  which is fhding-.!" "Ahsolulcly 
ntlnc..' "'l'hrn ivlly did you hrinp this disaslnlus d n ~ g  ii)r wllicll you do ntw ha\< a 

curt:'" S i l r c  ~ h c n  wc h a w  o k n  hc.;lrd thr salw a~~;tthcrn;i k i n ?  prcscnlcd ill 
diCCcrcnl forlrls alld i t  wi l l  hi. a Ions tilnc. in dispu~c hctwcrn EIIIII~C ;III~ l'hina. 
Thc. rlpiu111 t ha~  wc li~und in Sc-mao callic par~ly Ircl111 Ciaton. whcn. i~ was hrr lu~hl  
by the Englisll: i~ was the hcst and thc Inost CX~CIIS~VC. Rut ;~l icr  thc war oC 1 S40 
they had s ta~l rd  to pro\\= opium poppies ill Yullna~l ilnd on ~ h c  hr l rr lc.~ ill- C'liil~a 
and ~ h u  opiu l l~  f ro~n tlli\ SOU~CC. a l t h ~ w ~ h  less well prtK111~~4. \\-;~z afli>dahlc cntluzh 

to urmpclr with Ihc fonrign r~piu11l.011 ~hr right bank o f  thc Canlhrdia ri\-cr. at 111c 
Irvcl of Sc-TII;I(>. thc Kha Kouy and ~ l i u  Li l \v i~ prtH111cc~l c~nsidi ' r~blc quanlilics.' 

On 21 Octohcr. ;I l i rc ly commrltion was n r~~ iccd  i r ~  ~ l i u  c i~y.  \Vc wcw loltl that a 
~ x a 1  ~ ~ u i ~ i l w r  i~~hi~bit i lnts o f  t'oucul had-jus~ i~rriwd. flwing (hc kiuslim inva4on. 

The Ktwi-~sc.u ivcw Ilot ~;II. fmnl  his ci ly and \vc had 10 haslrll to It'ilvc it- ivc t l i r l  
1101 wi1111 l o  f ind thc nrad comple~cly hlrlukcd. Thanks to ~ h c  intcrvcnlio~i of tllc 
yo\:crnr)r. wc w-rlv itblc 10 g c ~  ~ h c  twcnty p)rlcn wc IILT~C~. rather il:~sily. On thc 
~ ~ c i l t y - ~ ~ i n ~ h .  Mr. dc I .a@c wcnl to lalie lc i~vc of the iu~thorilics oC thc. city. wlirl 
yavc hi111 thr h t  ;ulvicc on lhc prcuaulions 10 hc tiikrn on thc rr~dtl and who gal-T 
llilll ill1 CFCOII of I\WIVC sr~ldicrs with a wi-geanl in chorgc. 

On thc thinicth. ivc sci omand on a pavcd mad t r i v c ~ ~ r l  Ihc pl;~in 01-Sc-rnao- 

whew wlmc thirty villages were watlcr~d. mosl of which wen' ~uincd i ~ n d  clcsc~Icd. 
Pa>sirlg drstrt>ycd pap la .  wc nt)~icl.rl i~ I;i~-gc inccnsc-burncr and a big hrtm/.c 

clrlcli lyinz ahandoncrl on ~hc. eround. Only tlicir wcight hild si~vcd thcsc ohjrCls 
frc111i ~ h c  ~ ip i lc i ty  of-the conquc.rc)n. \Vc qlliclily c l i ~ ~ ~ h c t l  thc slops which twrdcrcd 



llic pI:iin (~fSc-tn:~o. Wliat :I plenwrc lo tr i i~~cl over :I ro:ld Ih;it al:n p:~vcd with big 
riiiirhlt. hlrrch\ and regul;lrly laid out on the Il:lnk\ of thc ~nountnin\! I n  Sc-~nao \YL. 

Ilarl all hntlghr <lioc\ and wc eniclyrd Ille doligli~c ol' [hi3 clouhlc coiiili~rt. 

We cliriihcd il pcnk on tlic o~hcr  side. helow which there was a n~inctl p;iycxli~ 
wlicl~c wc p:lssctl tlie night. Thc next day wc li>llowccl the hanks of a lorrenl which 
ran to the r~or!li, cnch stcp increasing its wilrcrs will1 ~liose contributed Ity nurncrous 
hro(1ks. Aftcr :I shot1 tirnc. i t  I r c a n ~ c  a tnlc river which thc rc~:~rl crosscrl ovcr via 
mnynilicent stone hridgcs. Wc lunched in the village of Na-kou-li. IIcre, with an 
astonishnicnt ~nixud will1 pleasure, wc found a nilnic thnr already Ilporcd on thc 
tiuropcnn maps. The prcsent-day villnrc of Na-kou-li h;ircly ji~stil?ccl this honor: 
il was cornposcd ofonly sonic ten. p:~nly ruincd ho~ises, ;IS everything that wc nict 
on tliis rtla~l hntl hecn tlcvast:ltctl hy rhc Muslims cori i in~ to Se-mno. At the timc 
tlic Jesuils nintic tlic maps o f  Yunnan. Na-kou-li had ccrtninly hocn importi~nt. 
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Plate 2 1 Srrlrr~c~ 11.~1ls: ri vrporrr~iori (rlrrm-ir~g I>,Y A. Mrrr-ir, hcr\~(I or1 rr \A-ivrh of' 
L. L I~ l~~pot - t v ) .  

A littlc hcyond this pilitit. the road forked; one arm rnn to Pou-cul, the other lo 
thc saline wells siluatcd not far away. A customs post stood at thc fclrk. Coal 
deposits wuru found nearby. Mr. Jouhurl visited them. The gallcrics, open-cast on 
thc flank of the mountain. wore some twenty mctcrs dcep. They wcrc supported I.ry 
wooden frames. The coal was used Ibr cv:~porating the si~line w;llcrs of the 
nci2hhoring village ol. I-lo-houng. We explorcd thc. latter village. I t  h:d ;I[ lcacl 
two hundretl houses and a very husy appearance. Eiyhtccn extr;rctiun wclls wcrc 
I'i~lly active. One of thern. which I cxalninerl carelhlly. was eighty mcters dccp. 
I-land pimps were stacked illon2 a wooden gallery which sloped at lhrty-live dcyrccs 
ant1 which rc:lchcd about half the tolrrl depth. An air pitnip rufrcslied the nir brcnthcd 
by the workers wlio operated the pumps. 'She water was brought hy hrimhoo pipas 
into twonty miuhlu tri>i~ghs, each of which was coritiected lo a rilmi~ce. 'fie li~maccs 
had an iron basin in which tlie salinc water was concentraled by hoilinp tlie w;rtcr 
from the marhlc [roughs. The firel was anthracite. [lie cxploitatiiln of which wc 
just discussetl, mixcd \vitli pine wood. Two clays of hoili~ig wcrc necdcd for the 
water, which was const:rntly replacccl in thc hasins, to cast a block nf very hard 
whitc salt in the latter. During tlic whole tirile of hoili~ig, they skininled lha niothcr 
watcrs carefi~lly. Tlic hlouk tirken from the basins wcighed about onc picul or sixty 
kilopams. 
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F mm Puu-eul iu Iin-ngan-]'he .wit works of Mo-he- 
We chun~e! bask.\--The Pa-pien Kiang old the Pm-korr 
Kiang-Ta-/an-Tke gold mines-Y~en-Kiunq anti the 
fimg King river-l srporure from the expeditiort- 

tin-ng-The quasi-stoning to decrth 

This village ofthe salt works with its smoke, its black houses. the low hum coming 
from the htwses brought us suddenly back into the middle of civilimlion m d  we 
migh~ havc imagined that wc were in a small industrial town in Eurnpc. Numcrous 
donkey. mule. cow and home convoys climbed and descended thc long street on 
the flank, a1 the edgcs of which the Factories were arranged. They brought wood, 
ctlal, ropc and twk away he  salt. 

Fcw rams are hlused with enerpy as great as thc Chincsc. The Muslims had 
occupied thc villagcs with thc saline works and had almost complekly destroyed 
thc material of the cxploitalion. Thcy had hven e v i c ~ d  a ycar beforc and already 
this industry had heen reconstituted and had become as flourishing as evcr. 

At the top of the village stclod a pagodit which enlirely dominatal it. and at its 
foot the last village clamor d i d  down. We wcrc lodgcd them by the mandarin of 
the place. who haxkned to send us rice, chickens and eggs. Howcver big the 
pmhlcms of ~ h c  time might have been, Chinest: hospitality was always extended to 
us in a very courteous manncrand wc had never had, as in Laos, when arriving at 
a stopover, to buqy vurselvcs cookin2 the evening meal. 

On the firs1 tdNovcrnkr, we r e s u d  our journey and we successivdy traversed 
sevcral small valleys. The chains of hills which separated thcm frnm each other 
were crowned with pine forcsts. in which thc ax pnduced nuw devastations each 
day. Becau.. of the saline works in the vicinity. the wader may e x p t   he complete 
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detbrestation o~f this lovely area in thc future. At I 1 a.m. we saw thc city of Pou- 
cul. situated in thc middle of a small plain. As on thc preceding days, we met rmly 
mined villazcs, abandoned rice-ficlds, sccncs of distress nf all kinds on our mule. 
This country was very densely populated and had reached a remarkahlc d c g m  of 
prosperity hcforc i~ had been m i n d  by ~ h c  invasion of the Muslims. The naive 
and implarzlhlc destruction to which thew fierce votaries of the Koran h w c  yivcn 
thernsclvcs overfilled w r  heart3 with sadncss and none among us had so fx~hough t  
that war. cvcn as fought by barbarians, was able to cause such dcvzitation. Who 
would havc suessed then that w c  w w l d  find the sarnc spxtac lc  and ruins in our 
homeland and that well within rhc civilizcd world. we wnuld witness the siilme 
hornlrs and the same crimes a s  w e  had seen in Yunnan:?I 

In Pou-eul wc wcrc housed in a pagtda siluated ~ I I  the northern cnd of hc town. 
Thc bitter was sad and almost entirely dewflcd. 11s houses by no means fi1lc.d the 
enclosure of thc  wall and there was only a very small district in front of h e  svu~hern 
r i te .  t'ou-cul was Ihc s c a ~  of aJiluor Chincw prefect whose jurisdiclir~n cxtcnded 
over the entin. wuth-west corner of thc province. This town olvcd its adrninis~ntivt: 
rank to its central position and not lo its own importance. The principal towns 
under its jurisdiction were Ouci-yucn. Sc-mao and Ta-lan. But as I have already 
said. the rcprrscnhtivc of Peking has only vcry rcstrictd authorily hcrc and the 
grwcrnc>r of rcd insignia rank or Sc-mao, although hc did not p s c s s  even thc 
lowest ccrtifiuatc of likracy, was in rcdity w r y  independent fmm h c  melancholic 
doctreo,Chluc insignia rank. who was the prefect in Pou~ul .  The latler immediately 
paid a visit IO Mr. de I .agrkc, who wcnt to see him the day aficr our arrival. Hc 
urged us to leave as quickly as possible a town which hc expected to fall kforc: 
Ions inlo thc hands of the Muslims. He himself appearcd tt1 be staying only 
rcluc~antly and hc tomk n o  other measurcs againsl the enemy than to prcparc 
evcryhing for flight. In thc Lown ~ h e r c  were on1 y a very small number of wldicrs 
m d   he ramparts were ctlmplctcly disarmed. Only two cannons. one in bmnzc and 
thc olhcr in cast imn. I w c r ~  in position] at  one of thc gales. The ramparts H'CK 

constructed of brick on  a hasc of marble: thcy wcrc I ivc to ssix meters in hcight bq. 
thrw mcters in width. Thcy WCK crenelated and cvcry firty meters along thcrc was 
a stone shelter for the guards on the fire-stcp. O n  Lhc lire-step there wcrc p i l d  up 
stones intended to k L h m n  on to the heads t>l  atkickws. As in Se-man. the moat 

was being repaired. Thc cast and west gatcs had an exterior bastion with a side 
door. The gencnl shape of the waIl was rectangular. The uaholc struc~urc was 
a b u t  two kilomutcrs in length. 
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Plate 22 A hrirlx~ it1 t h ~  l ~ l n i n . ~  (dr[rn.itlg I?\, 1 .  Dclnl~or-rr.frr)tri natuw). 

Pou-cul had no commercial importance whatsocvcr. This town had given its 
n:lrnc to highly valued teas which were collected in thc uppcr part of the vallcy or  
thc Nam Hou ant1 on the southern bordcr of Y~~nnan.  Before the war. this tea came 
through tlic town to be carried on thc backs of lncn on the roacl to Tn-Ly to reach 
thc nnvigablc part of the Blue River. All around the plain of I'ou-eul bi~amcly 
jaggerl. calcareous mountains rose up. A Ccw tombs and a few towers crowncd the 
summits closest to the town. Everything was in marble. even the stoncs of the 
roatls. hut every~hing was nlincd. To the north-east of the town thcrc was a small 
lake. 

The prefect of I'ou-eul g:ivc Mr. dc Lagree a passport which indicated thc itinerary 
which he hat1 to follow. an itinerary in which hc had great trouble in including the 
town of Lin-ngn. Only latcr did we understand the natural repugnance that this 
Peking official felt to Ict us travel through a town in which the central power wa? 
openly cast aside and ovcr which the viceroy of the province had no say whatsoever. 

In Pou-eul, we were seven or eight days march from the Mekang rivcr. I rcncwed 
my attempts with Mr. de LagrPe to [hc permitted to] make a reconnaissance of the 
river: it  would have hccn possible to do this without holding up the expedition 
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which progrcsscd only very slowly and which I would easily br: able lo rejoin by 
doubling the len,$h of my walks. Mr. de Lag& refused to lei me gn alone into a 
devaslated cuuntrq., traversed in all directions by armed gangs, and we detinitcly 
turned our backs on thc Mekong without ha~aing grea~ hopes of ever seeing it 
ayain. 

On 4 Novemkr we left Pou-eul. Wc passed owr a series of hillocks which row 
highcr and highcr and which soon brought us lo the flanks of a high chain which 
we had to climb. The wwthw was rainy and  he paths slippery. Wc had wmc 
troublc in gettin? to the LOP. My holosteric bmmeter. which indicated an altitudc 
of fourteen hundred mctcrs in Pou-cul, descended rapidly. 11 indicatd a height of 
eighteen hundred mekrs on the crcst line. Wc were now on onc of the Inwcst 
points of a ,arcat chain which camc from the north and appeared to _go then to the 
east. The dark. sharp1 y rising line lhat it tracad amidst the mountainous region hat  

w traversed had xlmcthing very charrurtcristic. so much so that I was convinced 
fmm this moment onwards that wc had ch;mgod basins and that the waters thal we 
would see no longer flowed inu~  thc Mekong river. Aftcran exmmcly steep dcxent 
made dangerous by the rain. w arrived at night closc to the village of Mehe,  
which is the locaticm of salt extractions similar to hose in 110-boung. A river 
flowed towards the n o d  at its fool. We follow,d its h k s  for somc time. then we 
abandoned rhe vallcy to climb the heights which hunded it in rhe east. 

The country kcarnc wilder, the slopes st-r and ~ h c  soil mom stony. The 
crops werc fcw and thc paved mad that we had followed since %-ma0 disappred 
for long intervals. Ncvcrthelcss. the road was still quill: busy. All h e  time. long 
rows of soldiers and mandarins on horscs or in palanquins wcrc moving in the 
direction of Pouxul, where Li h-jen had asked them to meet. Hc intended. they 
said. to take rhe offunsive and prevent an atlack of Ihc Muslims on Youxul. 

After a long day nT marching. wc de.sccndcd again into a rather wide valley, the 
denuded flanks of which were lcrribly ertnicd by the rains. An almost dry rivcr 
was lost amidst thc stones which formed its bed. We soon hcard the maring, a 
short distance away oTa wide and ripid rivcr which camc from thc north. Arriving 
at the confluence (IT the two w~tcrcours~'s. we took lhc right bank of the rivcr, on 
which luxurious vegetation mcl our eyes. The river wt: hid reached was callad lhe 
Pa-pien Kiang by Ihc Uhincsc. Its muddy waters were reddish and rathcr deep. I 
believed that we wcrc arriving at the westcmmost arm of the Ibng King river. Mr. 
de lag&. convcrscly. identified rhc Pa-pien Kiang with thc Nam La, an affluent 
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of thc Cambtdia river which. as the wader may rcmcrnber, joincd Ihe river hclow 
Xicng Hong. W c  could not cxpcct any scrious enlighlcnment from the Chincse on 
this interesting geographical problem. The rivcrs in China changed names every 
twenty leagucs and as the one in qucstion soon left Yunnan Lo flow inb, rczions 
that werc unknown to the Chinew. they we= unable to tcll us for surc lo which 
basin it hlonged. Wc had to leiwc it to time tcj dissipate our doubts. 

At night wt: slept in Pa-picn. a poor village situatcd on the lcfl bank of the river 
which we had crossed by boat. The mandarin, wilh a white hulton and a fox tail. 
who had commanded our escort s inw Pou-eul. managed to convey thc idea that 
wc rather imprtant. so that thc principal inhabitant5 of the villazc thought 
they had to overload us with presents. It was only with reluctance that we accepted 
thesc gifts rmm pcoplc who had bwn ruined by the war. hut. risking [ o h m i s e l  a 
loss of all prestige. wc had to cuonrorm to thc cus~oms of a country in which thc 
grandcur of peoplc was measurcd by the cmpdness that h c y  left in thc purses and 
rhe frx~d stocks of their host.. . 

-[kc next day wc followed rhc left bank of the Pa-picn Kiang for a while, then 
we c l i m M  the hcigh~s at the font of which it flowed, to rcach this platcau of 
Yunnan. which rose highcr and higher as we procccdcd more and more to thc 
north and which ws deeply i n c i . 4  by the grcat watercourses which lraversed it. 

On 7 November 1k.c passed 'Ibng-kouan. Thcrc was a grcat massing t m p s  in 
this placc but the mandarin ot-our wmt m a g x l  to get us a big m m .  Thc cut-imity 
of the Chincse soldicrs provoked some conflicts between lhcm and our Annamitcs. 
in charge of watching over ctur luggage and of stopping them from appmaching 
us. A lower manrlarin of the arm who thought that his rank authorized him to bc 
indiscreet. WiLx put outqidc by b101vs from the bulrcnds [of riflcs] and lvcnl to 
complain to the militaq c h i d  who commanded the paqsing trtnjps. l'hc laUcr 
brought him in f o n t  of Mr. de 1-agrk and ordrrcd him to prcscnt his apoloyies. 
Mr. dc Lagrk  told him to hc more considerate in ~ i s f y i n g  his curiosity in future. 

T q - k o u a n ,  which means "Fortress or thc East". txrcupied a dr~minant prxsi~ion 
amidst a vast, admirably cultivated plain in which stcKHI numerous villages. It was 
thc culminating poinr of the massif Ivhich .kparateri the valley o r h e  Pa-picn Kianp 
from  hat of thc Pou-kou Kiang. The tnnjps which had boen gathcrcd there lcft the 
day after nur arrival, wirh the usual noise of many [lire]crackcrs. This long queue 
of soldiers in their showy dress, unwinding their innumerable hne rs  in thedistance 
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and with their differently and s v n g c l y  s h e  m s  dazzling in thc sun light. was 
a very picturesquc spectacle. F z h  ollicer marched preceded by guilar players. 
horn carriers and a small and a big tom-tom. on which the servants ka~ 111 irregular 
inturvals. There was n o  order whatswver among the marches and r i ch  soldier 
busied himsclf only with choosing the easiest way or the most agrocable traveling 
ct>mpanion. At r x h  bend, numcrous groups s~oppcd to chat. smoke or drink and 
the column lcngihened inordinalcly.withmt m y  supervision k i n g  cxcned by thc 
chiefs. .4 hundrcd deterrnincd men would have muted this u;hr~li. army. I L ~  
commander- a mil i tav mandarin with a bluc button, wantM1 to rcmain in 'Iijng- 
kouan until our dcpanure to honor us. He  escorlcd Mr. de Lagkc on horseback for 
a kilometcr and we left thc villasc between two lines of soldicrs with banners and 
to the sound of musket-fire. 

On 8 November. wc crossed the Pou-kou Kiang, a rivcr almost as wide as thc 
prcccding and which. true tn his first impression. Mr. du Lagke hlicvud to be ~ h c  
Nam Hou, another :rallluent of ~ h c  Cambodia rivcr. thc mouth of which wc had 
already met. by boa[. ;l little abovc Luanp bhang. I b r  my part. I still thought i t  
was one of thc watercourses thal form the Tong King rivcr. ' 

Wc ascended ~ h c  valley of an afllucnt of the Ibu-kou Kimg to thc village of 
'I'chiig-lou-pin whcrc we found a lowcr-ranking mandarin sent from 1-a-Ian IV 

mccl us. N'e arrivtrd in this town thc next day, at 2 p.m. It appeared that thc crlurlcsy 
of the Chinese authoritius grew in propfl ion to our furthcr progress into China. 
Thc governor of Se-mao had not rctumcd the visit which Mr. de  I;lgnk had paid 
to hini. The prcfu-t of Pou-eu1 had thought that he cnuld nol dispense with this ;~cl 

of politeness. Thc first mandarin of Ta-lan. who had a rcd button. camc I<> meet 
h4r. de I agkc and visited him in thc pagda out5ide thc walls whcre we had ins~allcd 
ourselves, from the day after our arrival. %-Ian was situated in thc valley of an 
affluent of thc Pou-kou Kians. 'l'hc [own was smaller than Pou-eul: it had only a 
simple earthcn wall as defensc. Although it had k c n  occupied for srlmc time by 
the Muslims. it had suttercd less than Se-mao and Poucul and tradc WAS flourishing. 
All the flanks of the neighhlring mounmins were admirably cul~ivaled and in 
addition to thc tropical fruits. hcrc there wcrc fruits and cereals Cmm Europe. It 
was in Ta-lan that we rediscovered potatoes for the first time. Nuts and chestnuts 
m i x 4  with guavas. mangos. quinces, citrons. oranges, pexhcs,  pcars and applcs 
in the market. With a litllc hit more peace ;md some agricultural improvements. 
this country, which was onc of the most favored by naturc. could become nnc of 
the richest in the world. 
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Plate 23 Nufives fmm the vicinihr of Tn-Inn (drmzdn~ bv Jnn~t-IA~RP, hnsed on n 
sketrh of L. / I P ~ ~ I / I O T ~ P ) .  

Neverthele<s, all the supplies were very expensivc. a rathcr natural consequence 
of a war of devastation. Rice was sold for six to seven francs pcr picul. The misery 
must be great. With gratitude, we received the magnificent gifts with which governor 
Tin ta-jen came and which consisted of a pig. a buck. thrcc Ioavcs of hrcad boiled 
in soup and a hag of rice. The lower-ranking mandarins followcd thc cxample of 
their superior and for almost the whole of our slay. rhcrc was nothing we had to get 
from thc m:irkct in thc town. 

In Ta-Ian we received a visit from a mandarin who had recently arrivcd from 
Peking and who had already been in contact with Europeans in Tien-tsin. With 
him we exchanged a handshake, French style. How much we r c ~ c t t e d  that the 
legation had not had thc blcsscd idca of giving him a summary of news from 
Europe. We had heen deprived of news for more than a year. Wc finally learned in 
Pou-cul that Ko~uto  was none othcr than a missionary, who lent very active support 
to thc struggle of the viceroy of Yunnan in his fight against the Muslims. Rut we 
wcrc told that he had been obliged to withdraw to Koui-tcheou as a result or an 
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exp l r~ ion  in the house whcrc hc produced his gunpt~wder. These circumstances 
would dcprivc us of the pleasurc having news from Frdnuc. which we had long 
hopcd tu get from his mourh in Yunnan. 

The population orTa-Ian was mixcd with natives to whom thc Chincsc gave the 
namc Hc~nhi .  In their dress thcy were similar to thc Kha Kho but they were mow 
beautiful and stronger. They had hcads which came clnscst to our Western type: 
thc li)rchcads were wide, thc faces rectangular, thc cychrows horizontal. thc cycs 
black and the skins hronzcd. Thc women were catrcrncly vigorous and our cycs 
fell with pleasure on h c s c  girls with their livcly and open ways. whr) walked. 
nimble and scornful, hcsidc the poor mutila& Chincsc ladies who lValkcd jcrkily 
on their stumps and who were not consoled by the Turkish slippers and bandages 
which covered thcir wounds so carefully. The 11-nhi had joined thc Chinese lo  
push back the invasion by the Muslims. They wcre very good at archery and used 
poisoned arrows. It appeared that this rice, which seemed to hc indigenous to the 
mountains clf Yunnan. was the one fmrn which the Laotians dcsucndd. just as the 
natives. inhabited the great c h i n  of Cochinchina. wcrc perhaps the trunk 
from which thc 12nnamites split r~tT. 

The w a ~ h c r  was overcast and rainy and the cold began to make itself felt. Ihc 
inhabitants s l ~ r n c d  very chilled and worc ml mattresses on h c i r  shoulders. Our 
surprise was grcat when we discovcrd. under the long mhc worn by each of them. 
a true warmer. hung in front nf thc uhcsl and below which thcy hcld their hands 
when thcy walked. Although thc thermometer indiciltud twclvc to thirteen degrccs 
still, wc ourselves would have happily sat near a fire. k i n g  pcoplc norv used tn the 
ca rc s s~s  of the tropical sun. Ncvcrtheless. we wrc still in the equatorial mnc. IW 

to t h m  kilometers away fmm the northern tropic. Thc al~itude of %-Ian was 
abut fifteen hundred mctcrs. 

Wc v i s i td  the gold repositr>rics situated some distance to the norrh of the town. 
at the limits of the territory of Ta-Ian and of Yuen-Kiang. In hc gorges of a denudcd. 
gnxn i sh~o lo red  mouniain several little torrents flowed; on the banks of h s c  the 
exploitation took place. l h c  grhd sccmed to come fmm quanz infiltrated in thc 
laycrs of the schists which formed the soil. ' rwn ly  ycars ago they had starlod 
washing h e  sands of thew torrents and hollowing o u ~  galleries in the flanks rlfthc 
mountains but the rcsulls had never becn wry good: they had ncvcr cetncted 
morc ~ h a n  a r h o u m d  rlunccs of gold per month,' i-e.. an annual pnwluc~ion of 
founeen hundred Lhousand francs. At thc timc there were ten thousand workes. 



Todaq., thc production wrrs not more than lirty to sixty ounccs per month. Ahout a 
lhousand men worked in thcsc mines, p o r ,  rniscrable and without a supervisor. 
The exploitation was frcc and the govrnrnent did not lcvy any taxes. Some pits 
belonged to mandarins who had thcm exploitcd at their c x p s r .  The washing of 
the w d s  of thc torrents was still what appeard to give the best results. But the 
hope of finding a quarklike s m  rich in nuggets and of b - u m i n g  rich in onc 
day. made them dig long deep galleries in all directions. Thc dug-out rocks wen: 
broken up and shaken, thcn tread like thc sands. Sometimes silver was also found 
but in very small quantities. Never had the tiuri sacm jiumes revealcd itself in n 
more shxking way lo my cycs as by Ihe appearance of this desolalc and arid 
mountain, everywhere rummaged through and clverturncd with a mlcntlessncss 
which was seldom crowned by succcss. Anothcr product or the surroundings of 
T%-lan which allracted our attenticm was thc thread w > n  from a pdicular spider 
which was found in the hushes and in the coppice forests. This thrcad mias very 
resistant and it was scnt to Yunnan KI pnwluce cloth. 11 was sold ror about three 
francs per pound. 

On 16 Nrwcmber wr: left l'a-Ian. We followed thc wall of thc lawn and we 
immediately climkd the hills which bordcnxl the valley of the Lai-phong Ho to 
thc east. This was thc name of thc river of Ta-lan. On thc side of thc road, a frcshly 
c u ~  head placed in a small wooden cagc wimessd to travelers lhat the frats of 
bandits. if not prevcntod. at Imst were punished by the local auborities. Close to 
 he summit of thc chain which we climbing, we met with the first opium 
poppy fields that we had sccn so far. As if to forcwam us of h e  dangn>us plant. 
onc of our prtcrs. undcr the influence vfopium. dropped thc load he was oarq-ing 
and fcll asleep m the sidc or the road. incapable of advancing one morc step: we 
had to replacc him by one of the soldiers of the escort. Thcn :nwe desccndod further 
into a small plain covercd with villa~cs. to which a series o r  deep g o r p  gave the 
shape of a slar. The terraces of rice-fields, slacked like an amphitheater on the 
slopes. werc visible all around ax a .wries of lcvcl lines with undulaing. capricious 
shapes. 'hc driving rain and thc cold madc us decide us to seek rcfugc in the firs1 
village that we came 10. We wcrc shut indtmrs there by the bad mather for the 
whole day of thc scventeenth and the tempxature. which had fallcn to four dcgrces. 
obliged us lo makc a Ti. All nur Annarnites had colds and were frr~xcn. We killed 
the buck which the governrw or Ta-Ian had given us and this ncw m a t  was judgd 
unanimously as  cxcellcnt. The appearance of the inhahi~ants had quitc 



Further Tmvcls in Laos and in Yunnan 

fundarncntally changed by  he mixture w i ~ h  the nativc raccv of the surrounding 
region. esp-ially with thc Hbnhi, so that it had almostcomplctely lost its Chincse 
character. One of the villages of the plain was inhabited by the people oCPou-tou, 
who speak Chinese. Might this not h old Pou-thai? The 110-nhi women were 
easily rwogni~ed from  he belt that thcy wwre at their waists and from lhc piece of 
blue cloth around their hcads. 

We lefi again on 18 h-cwember and we admired the remarkable agricultural 
knowledge or h e  inhabitants more and mtm. If the cnuntry continued tn o h  
iiunlerous traces of devi~hlion. if here and there we met with ruined houses and 
abandoned villages, the crops lestified to n smartness of carc and a search for 
precautitms which wcrc delightful to ssct Despite the sharp slopes. the narrowness 
ofthc gorgcs and the cncroichments of rorrcnts. there was not a corner of mil Just. 
Each hillock was encircled. li-om the fm)l lo the summit, with circular tcmdccs 
which retained. likc so many basins. lhc artfully distrihu~cd water. Thc varicly of 
colors produced by thc different crrlps. the strong contr~sts of light and shadow 
which were formcd by the sudden undulations of the land. composed a sductive 
painling for a wakrcvlor painter. Wc Icfi the basin of  the Pou-kou Kiang and we 
followed the hanks of a tomnt which flowed into thc Ho-ti Kiang, the principal 
m of the Tong Kin? river. From a pcat  height, the mad on the crest overlooked 
 he boiling walcrs of a torrent which foamed in thc hasc of the vallcy. From time to 
lime, a blackish nlck lell down from the top to disturh its course and white spots of 
foam here and there gave variety lo the trouhlcd mirror of the waws. Above our 
heads. a transparen1 line of pincs marked the summit of the chain 1iL a light 
crown and gave the landscapt: the wild appxxance which thc work of man had 
almost succmdcd in making it low. 

The traffic on  the road continued to be busy. Numcrous convoys donkeys 
and mules. loaded with salt. wcrc going in the dimlion of Yuen-Kimg. In the 
opposite direction, we met with convoys of oil. ricc winc, paper. earlhenware and 
areca nuts. lhc Iast product indicited to us that wc were appmaching a warmer 
region or a decper valley. Thc majority of thew convoys were escorlcci by soldiers. 
In Yunnan. all the mandarins were in business and thc necessities of government 
often requircd that they did it on a I q e  scale. 

At each h n d  of the road, wc WCE told stories ahr~ut robbers. 'I'hat was only 
natural. in view of lhc number of puoplu lhat the Koui-tscu had made homclcss. A 
great nurnhcr of the inhabitants of this region had hkcn refuge in thc kmlory of 



Luang Pmbang at thc timc of the Muslim invasion. After Ule expulsion of thc 
Koui-twu. the Chinese mandarins had in vain dcmanded the return of lheir citixcns 
from thc king of Luang Iyabang. Fmm Ta-Ian &re wraF. they say. a road that Icd 
directly to Ihe vallcy of the Nam Hou. 

We finally crossed the torrent over a magnificent hridgc, thc prtlduct of 
contributions from thc neighboring towns. A white marble p l ~ c .  which I read for 
my tmvcling companions. cr~nlained thc names of the subscribers and lold of thc 
long effnrts that had ken madc to mmplcte the grmt arches of this hcautiful 
slruculrc over thc rapid watcrs. Several times in a row, thc rise nf &c river in 
win~er had carried away the work of the summe-r. Bcyond this a steep and stony 
slope row, from thc summit o r  which it would have been sufficient simply to n ~ l l  
a few sttjncs down to lhmw us all into the torrcnl. This pla~x.  suitablc for an 
ambush, had k n  the site or an attack on a convoy belonging to Li ia-jen and Tin 
ta-jen. '[Icy had l tst  three hundred horscs and mules and had only thc useless 
pleasurc of hanging five of thc robbcrs in return. After hcaring of this adventure 
and u p n  the advice of the-mandarin of our escod, we bclicved it ncccssay to 
load clur guns. After an hour and a half of one of ihe quickcst ascents that had 
to climb. we enjoycd a magnificent vicw. To thc wcst an immense capanse. a s m  
of mountains. brought togclher their naked. arid tops in close-pra.;wd wsvcs. To 
the cast, a high chain gavc a serrated appearancc to the horizon. At thc foot of 
these yellow dcnuded mountains extended the riverr and h e  city or Yuen-Kiang. 
thc blue watcrs and the whitc t m c s  orwhich wc saw acms a haze which reflwtcd 
thc w m  shadc t f t he  mouniains. T~LTC was nolhing more gripping than the Oricntal 
landscape offcred by thm mountains, with thcir wild. burnt colors, and this town. 
thc urenelaml crown of which was reflected in the w v c s  of a lovely rivcr. The 
gray color of the houscs, Ihe flat nmfs and gardens which bordered the interior of 
thc rampans gave it the appcarancc nf a Turkish or an Arab town. The plain was 
h e  and yellowish. Thcrice was harvested and its goldcn sheaves wcrc still stacked 
hcrc and them. Only a fcw sugar cane fields, m a  and o m q e  gnjves turntrd the 
landscape g m n  in spks. Oppmilc this town, which seemed to hc asleep, here 
was a vast ccmctery on h c  opposite bank of the river, where we saw high d l e  
plaques covcred with inscriptions above tumbs that wcre alrnnst all the .wnc. The 
palm trees which raised their slendcr heads, the hot swam which floated h v e  
these the dwzling sun, thc blue sky which had succecrlod the rains of the 
previous days, indicakd hat oncc more wr: would dismser thc products and the 
climatc td the tropics. 
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Plate 24 A Chendnu nat i l r~ (drawing by J .  I;p.syuet. bu.s~d on n ph~~tograph).  



A magnificent reception had been prepared in Yuen-Kiany: festively drcssed 
mandarins were waiting for us at thc gates of the town. l'wo hundred stddiers or 
standad h e r s  forrncd a line for our passagc. Artillery was fired and music was 
played a1 our approach. Never before had wc boen taken so seriously. We walkcd 
down an cndless street in which thc population crowded in pressed ranks. In front 
of us thcrc ran many boys, carrying placards on their hacks, on messages of 
welcomc had k n  written. Wc were h o u d  in a kautiful pagocia built undcr 
Khang-hi and situalcd at the norlhern extremity of Ihc town. Its construclion 
predated the cra during which Yuen-Kiang becamc a Chinese town. A century and 
a half ago. Yucn-Kiang was called Muong Choung and it was governed by the 
'Ibis. The Buddha of thc pagoda, indcd. was clnsc lo the I ;lolian type. It differed 
from it in havinga magnifying glass on the forehead. while the hands. which were 
partly joined over thc chest. held an object t h ~  we were unable to rccogni~e. Thc 
drcss was of Chinese stylc. Perhaps it was the work of Chinese sculptors inspired 
by the Thais. T h i s  pagoda would be approximately thrcc hundred yciars old. I took 
an impression of a Chinese inscription dating fmm thc fiftieth year of' Khang-hi 
(17 13). This was probably thc time when it was takcn into Chincse possession. 
Yuen-Kiang. although a secondddcr town. f d  an indcpendeni enclosure which 
carnc directly undcr Yunnan. In the vicinity there was a special race c a l l d  Pa-!; 
which was only a branch of thc Thai family. The Pa-y becamc more and more 
numcrous and almost indcpcndent when we got closer to thc borders of Tong 
King. The Chincsc always cited them first when hey listed thc natives of the 
rczion: Hwnhi. Kha-to. Chanzou. Pou-la, h p c  and Lolo. The dialccts of thesc 
latter uihes varied little and derived frrlrn the samc language. Tbc Lolo wcrc perhaps 
the ones whose langua_ge displaycd the grcatest diffcrcnces, and their dialwt 
appeared to come closer to that nf thu Kouy of the right bank of the rivcr rrhan did 
the others. Their language had many common p i n t s  with those d the tribes who 
inhahitd  he north of Yunnan and who wcrc called Man-tse. Ihcsc populations 
seemed to have sornc relationship with the Mons, who have populated Pegu since 
an era far back in thc past. 'l'hc Akha. thc A h r  and the Chendou would bc the 
principal links of thc ethnographic chain which l inkd h e  I'eguans to thc Lolo of 
Y u n n i .  The Pa-y displaycd a very pmnuunced gcntkness and regularity in their 
features. The drcss of the women, whilc having many waits in common wilh those 
of thc natives or Palko and oTSiemlZp. had other singular features. Around their 
necks they a sort of necklace. about three fingers widc and comprising a red 
or black cloth on which small silvcr nails wcrc assembled to form a paltern. t-iorn 
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afar you would have thought it the u>llar of a bulldog. bris~ling with nails. A son 
of tie. adorned in the same manner. was displayul on thc bust. Ear rings. of 
fine workmanship, sometimes had m y  rings, hut most ofkn one ring on which 
hung a square plate with a host of pendants. L o q  hat pins, Ihc ends of which 
hung a profusion of the% same pendants, cornplctd he ornaments of this costume: 
[all thc ornaments] were made of silver only and no1 fmrn stones, pcarls and glass. 
There is nothing more elcgant and acct>mpliskd Lhan the young Pa-y girls with 
 heir very small jackets, their skirts ernhroidcrd wilh a widc. ut~lnrcd ribbon and 
their tight corset. Somc of thcm wcrc pretty. Thc men wore a small flattened tudxm. 
Thcir thin mustaches and thin features made thcm look likc Annarnilcs. Migh~ 
these not be the successors of the mounlain t r iks  menlivnd in the history of Tong 
King who. in the eleventh century heforc our cra, had scpardtcd from the uibes of 
the sea who today have become thc Tong King p p l c  in thc slrict sense and who 
lived in a state of permanent hostility with thcm? 

According to the Chinese. the Laotians who lived in this a m  no longcr had 
pdgodas and. in contrast to what happened to the I h e .  they sccmd to halac cornc 
to ~ h c  p i n t  of becoming natives again. Some had a cornplctcly Annamitc 
appearance. The conquerors recognized their g r d  nalurc m d  utlnsidcrd ~hcm 
much mtm gnl le  than the natives. 

The gifts we m i v d  from the local authorities were up to the standad of thc 
reception thcy had givcn us. Thc first mandarin, who had a blue hutton. showed 
us, among other European objects in his possession, binoculars. a wakh and a 
stcmscopc supplicd with photographs of dubious morality. He told us that in 
Yunnan European objects were available in large quantities. It kcamc diKuul~ to 
prcwnt gifts to pmple who were able to assess the real value of most of thc scraps 
of  our stock. Only our guns remained priceless in their eyes. IJnforlunatcly, it 
would not yet be prudent to relinquish them. 

I .ife was less cxpcnsivc in Yucn-Kiang lhan in the [other] towns we had visited. 
Ptmtc~s ,  which figured much below the batata [sweet potato] in the prcfcrcnccs 
of the inhabitants, cost only a penny a pound and furnished us a very much 
appm-ialcd pxt  or our supplies. Geese and ducks were abundant in the yards, hut 
pork was thu only meal  hat figured in the butchers' displays. This animal was 
available in prodigious quantities. The oranges were delicious and thcy wcrc 
availahlc for ncxt to nothing. Duhalde" also indicated silk and ehnny w d  among 
the products of the region. 
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1-hc plain of Yucn-Kiang produced a lot of sugar and cotton. 1 Icrc we found the 
small hulling machine of the Annamilcs. They spun he cotton into cmdc cloth in 
the m a  itself and dyed it in bright colors. In thc neighboring mountains of Yuen- 
Kimg they prociuccd musk. Thc govemrs gave us two bags of this precious f lume .  
Mr. J o u k n  rvcnt to visit thc copper mine of Tsin-long, a few kilometers to the 
norih of the town. It was rjnc of the smallest rcprsitories in Lhc whole province. 
which possessed many t h  wcre much richer. 

The H r ~ t i  Kiang was one hundrcd and fifty to threc hundred nlctcrs wide in 
Yuen-Kimg; its wacrs were calm and shallt~w and numcruus sand hanks appzard 
hcre and there on thc hanks. The altitude of thc valley of thc river l w s  only fivc 
hundrcd meters hcrc. which explained thc tropical vegetation and the warm 
temperature that we m d  when dcwcnding from the e l eva td  plateau un which Sc- 
mao, I'ouxul and Ta-Ian were situated. 

We left Yucn-Kiang by boat on 36 Novemhcr. The authrwitics ofthc town were 
pcwnr on the b i c h  at our departure. We had t c ~  descend thc river for a few hours 
to reach the road tn Chc-pin. which went off fmm thc lcft bank. Uclow Yucn- 
Kim the valluy quickly narrowwl and arid. rtlcky walls, which wcrc not very 
picturequc, rose on hc banks r ~ f  the river. the m u r w  or which hccame more 
winding and the waters more rapid. Aner three hours of navigation, wc arrived in 
Pou-pin, a Pa-y rillagc with flar nwfs and doublc terraces. It was situated on thc 
Icf~ bank of the river. close to rapids that hats  could not pass. l'hc cxpedition 
took up thc overland route again. in the direction of Chc-pin and Lin-ngan. I 
scpamted from it to continue de-wcnding the Ho-ii Kim? alune in a hoat. Mr. d c  
Lag& did not reslrict my rcconnaissancc or the r iwr  at all and hc gave me a 
rendezvous in Lin-nyan: the first who arrivcd there would wait for thl: other. 

Like all thc villages of h i s  region. Pou-pio was surroundd by an carlhcn wall. 
'These mounhins werc not at all safe: a poor native who came in thc morning to 
scll us somc ~ d s t u f f s  came back lo u s  in thc evening, hlccding and naked. His 
purse had k e n  taken and his arm was dislocated. The t c r a c d  construction gaw 
thc houses an Arab appxmnce and thcir gray color helped to accentme this evcn 
more. The roof s h ~ ,  adopted for reasons or cconomy or for the rcawn that bricks 
wcre difficult to fire. had the advantage in mountainous country of giving thc 
inhahitants more spacc: the smpness  of thc slopes would otherwi-w have forced 
the people inside to _rct closer to one mothcr. The sccond terrace. which was 
stackcd a h v e  the first like thc high step of a stairasc, was crjvcred with a light 
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roof under which m a  nut5 were dried. Thc pates of the village wcrc closed ar 
night and a guard was mounted. 

Above Pou-pin, wc noticed an alrnosl horizontal line of grecncry which 
contrasled brightly with the barren m k  of thc sidcs or the mountains: it was an 
irrigation canal which took water at a grcat height from one of thc stccply falling 
torrents which p u r d  into the river. This canal distributed fresh water to various 
villages of the vallcy and vegetation was rchrn along its course. It was solidly 
built in stonc. with a road alnngsidc. and it must have requircd a hugc amount of 
work to construct it. We believed that it would certainly havc b n  casier to lifr the 
water that flowcd at our feet. Assuredly the Chinese prcfcrrcd the w l e r  effort. 
but thal which was done onm and for all. as wa~ nc&d for an irrigation canal. 
rathcr than the continuous work necessary for wa~cr-raising devices. Once 
estahlishcd, indeed, one nccd not worry any more ahrlul water supplies. The walcr 
arrived where you wanted it, when you wanted it and always in sufficient quantities. 
Thcsc irrigation works W C ~ C  sometimes implcrncnkxl on a really grand scale. all 
over  he mountainous regions of China. 

On 27 November. I ernh;rrkd in a light canoe hclrlw ~ h u  rapids of Pou-pin. I 
dcscended the riwr again with a few merchan~ hrlats. The Ho-ti Kiang was more 
and more cnclosed. 'l'hc hcights which constraind it soon attained eight hundrud 
to one rhousand mclcrs. Schists. calcareous r t ~ k s  and puddingstoncs lilrmcd the 
componenb of thrssc imrncnse walls. in which t h y  dtcmatcd in very skxply sloping 
layers. Each torrcnl which came to tear through ~hcsc rocky flanks tmk an immense 
quantity of m k s  and stones trom thcm which obstructed the bed of thc river and 
formed rapids in it. During this wason, almost all of these torrcnls w m  without 
water. and thc st~xility of the reddish lli& which dominated thc travclcr's view 
was cornplcte. The eyes werc obliged to look up to thc highest p k s  of the cliffs 
hctwecn which [the river] was tripped to find a tm, a shrub or a tuft of grass. 
Only a few pines were to hc sccn. rendered microscopic in size by the distance. 
Nc\.crthclcss. sometimes a courst: of water, on the p i n t  of drying up, murmurcd 
xrtlss  he stones and then. when it reached the edgc of thc straight rmks which 
Cormcd the immediate hanks of the river, it expandcd inlo an iridescent rain in the 
air. This humidity was suffiuicnt. The trees grew undcr this beneficent spray, a 
curtain of moss cntcndd over their leaves and hung under the waterfall in dcwy 
restcwns. Some distancc from one of these little rmws of prccnerq., the valley of the 
Siao Heyi, thc grcatust affluent nf the left bank of the river, npcncd up. This 



valley was as dark. as e n c l d  as that of Lhe Hn-ti Kiq. Onc could say they 
two immense corridors which crossed at right anglcs and the ceilings of which had 
collapsed. 

We pas& several rapidq which timed us to leavc our boats. A single rmmen 
was Icft in it (the hat]; thc others. standing on the bank. kept the crnpty h a t  
steady with a mpc.  hen. when the p i l c ~  judged thc moment suitable and the boa1 
was well al igncd in the direction of the current, they opcncd their hands and thc 
light skiff passd h e  dangerous passage as swift as an arrow. The man who steered 
il landed again on the bank lo r e l d  the luwagc and the crcw. The native tribes or 
the surrounding area furnished a certain numhcr or men, whtlse work consisted in 
transprting merchandise along thc odge of he water frum a p i n 1  up river to a 
p i n t  down river of thc rapidq. 'Ihcsc transfers were only necessary in the dry 
w;twn. 'Ihcy would. moreover. hc impossi blc during thc scason or the high waters: 
thc river thcn complctcly filled its bed and IcR no passage to walk dry-fnotcd at 
the base o l  lhe immcnsc bed in which it flr>wod. 

I stoppod at night A a Chincsc customs p s t  locatcd a1 the inicrsection or the 
rivcr and anolhcr road which l i n k d  fin-ngan 10 some ccnters of Pa-y population. 
situated further to the south. A ferryboat wmed to hkc lravelcrs and merchandise 
acms and, ctn both sidcs of the watcr. a zigzag path climbed the lcss steep slopes 
which. at this point, formed the flanks of a vast channel the base of which was 
cuupied by the rivcr. The t r d ~ c  was quitc active and I believcd that it wcluld be 
easy to nplace thc hoat and urcw from Pou-pio, who were not willing to lake mc 
any farther. In&, the Chincw who hcld thc customs post promised mc a new 
boat l iw the nexl morning. 

I was affwled by a very dry mugh which almost prcvcnted me from talking. h1y 
cycs started out of my head: I had an u n h m b l e  migraine. 'h customs official 
lmk pity on me and indicated t h a ~  I should sleep on his camp bed. Hc placed a 
lomz pipe a d  a small lamp beside me, plunged a long needle into a m t  Iillod with 
a blackish substancc. look a thick drop from it which he mel td  in the flame of thc 
lamp and thcn threw it. burning, into a cup on the pipe with a mimow opening and 
a widc base. I inhaled two or three mtwthfuls. Hc repeated Ihe operation several 
times mom and I srnm Telt the irritation or my throat and the shooting pains in my 
head calm down as if by magic- It was h e  f i s t  time that 1 had smnkcd opium for 
a long time and I noted that, administrod c o m t l y .  it might become a valuable 
rerncdy. Only ahuse transfolrmed it inlo a harmful toxin. 
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'I'hc next day. I managcd, but only with great c f f t ~ ~ ,  to convince some Pa-y 
people. who u n d e r s t d  some Laotian words, to him h c i r  h a t  to me so that I 
could continue my de-went of thc river. I was accompanied by four or tive soldicrs 
of the cwt>fl and a low-ranking Chincse military chief who wmcd  only moderdtely 
intcrcs~lxl in the exploration lhat I wanted to attcmpt. They were impatient LO y t  
me to Iin-ngan, as it was lhcir mission to conduct me thcrc, and then to return as 
smmn as possible to Yucn-Kimg. The small chicf kcpl p in l ing  out the mountains 
to mc md indicated that 1,in-ngan wi~$  on the other sidc. It was at his instigation 
h a t  hc Chinese customs official had gonc k k  on his word, so that 1 had IV 

prrxurr. a boat by myself. 

A littlc distancl: down river fn)m Lhc customs post, 1 mct ncw rapids which my 
o m m e n  flatly rcruwd to tackle. llcrc wis  no point, it wa5 truc. in walking along 
the banks which in this place went tx~mplctcly srraight up, and thc h a t  would 
have had to pass  he dangerous passage with J 1  it5 crew aboard. The river was 

more deeply cnclosed there than it had previously k n :  almost vertical walls. 
eighteen hundrtxl m e t e s  high, n jw  on both sides. Huge blocks of rock had Wlcn 
from the heights of these giganliu dims to the rniddlc r,f thc Laming waren. IJp 
rivcr from thc rapids. at the fool or the gorge (which was a sort of fissure), thc cliff 
and a hank. formcd by the rocks and p b b l c s  which the rains &ached each yxar 
from thc flanks ot- the goqc.  presented a small plalfom on which a village of 
fisherfolk row at (he water's cdgc. IL was there that my t m m e n  landed. Ncithcr 
offers of money nor thrcatx wre able to mnvincc thcm to proceed further. I was 
unahlc LO asscxs whether thc r i i d s  were really insurmt~unhble. From the furthcst 
n ~ k  that I was able to rcach lowards the rniddlc of he river. 1 was ahlc to scvl only 
a line of wavcs, and the parliclcs of water, which had crxihcd with force against 
the rocks, were c a r r i d  hack into my fxc  by the wind, in a fine rain. l'hc diKerence 
in Icvcls nevertheless sccmcd less great to mc than in Pou-pio. A f r  fruitless 
cmons to make my cmmen go back on lhcir dccision o r  to find p p l c  in the 
villagc who would agnx: lo  replace them. I docidcd on going back on hc road to 
Lin-ngan sooner than I had wanted. At ntwm I started the asccnt or the almost 
pcqxndicular heights which rose above my hcad. After three and a half hours of a 
very tiring climb rwcr zigzag paths, the strlnes of which slipped fmm beneath our 
feet to rebound in thc walcrs of the rivcr a f ~ c r  a thousand hit3 and falls. I arrived at 
the summit. From thcrc I was able to vicw a vast panorama in a single glance. To 
the south, a high calcareous chain msc up as a barrier hetwccn Tong King and 
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['hind and pierced the horizon with i ~ s  sharp  summit^. wcrc at least fnur 
thousand meters high. Close to mc. thc Ho-ti Kiang fo1lowcd its deep gorge. Its 
yellowish waters a p p c d  and disappeared timc and again at a depth of closc to 
two thousand me-ters. flowing forcefully tolirards thc soulh-cast. Below me, to thc 
cast, a small valley, Icss abrupt and less deep, displayed ils Ierraced rice-field3 and 
11s numerous villagcs hanging above the limpid waters of an affluent of thc ri~acr. 
To the north a vast plateau extended, thc long undulations of which sornc~imcs 
hristlcd with calcareous rrlcks and pinkish gashes which made them look like waves 
of marble, and sr~metimes were covered with a deep layer of red m h  on which 
fields 01-maize and sorshum grew irregularly to thc north-east. 

I chose my road in this direction. The plateau slc~pcd slightly. Its highcsl ridgc 
was that which bordered thc course of the river. - 1 % ~  vi1kages which I trakacrscd 
werc all inhabited by Imlo and Pa-y. The Lolo worncn were easily recognizable by 
heir hair rolled on top of thcir heads with a turban adorned with silver studs, thcir 
muusers and their large tunics. Everywhere they had started to bring in thc harvest. 
which was gathered in slacks on the terraces of thc houses. From afar. thcsc shravcs 
gave the village thc Itn~k or immense beehives. Little by little the crops multiplied 
and the villages grcw in size. They were usually built on the edscs of ~ h c  lakes 
which always fillcd the depressions in the tcrriin. Chinese people ap-d again. 
Carriage nmls t r w t r s d  the plain on all sidcs. On 30 Novernbcr, fwm the height 
of an outcrop. I noticed some twenty kiIomctcrs away the town oflin-nzan. It was 
built on thc flankora lovely plain that was walered by a winding river and enclosed 
by two lincs of marble hills. Their barrcn crowns presented a slriking contrast with 
the kauliful crops which wcrc stacked on the water's cdsc. 

I arrived in Lin-ngan the evening of thc ncxt day. My small esct~-l conducted me 
to a pretty paguda. I found comfortahlc Idzings in a side building which formed 
one of the sidcs of the courtyard, khind which stood the sanctuary. My arrival 
was nclt announced. In so prlpulous a center, the small number of men that 
accnmpanicd mc would not arousc attention. My strange figurc atkacted attentinn 
from cmly a score or so when 1 passed. Thus, after having instdled myself in thc 
pagoda. I lhought I would hc able 10 visit the town for a whilu without inconvenicncc. 
Its wall was very strong and nx-vangular in form. It wax ~ U I  two kilometers long 
and onc kilometer wide. In Lhc cenrer there were yamns, gardens and pa_gdas 

doutlratod tastefully: many orthese edifices had hocn burned down by thc Muslims 
and had not yet k n  rcbuill. We found admirable s ~ c i m e n s  of thc so ioaricd and 
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kautifully colored marbles which came m thc surface on the platcau or Lin-ngan. 
Bcfore the nonhern and s o u t h  gates of thc blwn there extendod long quarters in 
which largc number of p p l e  were busy. A vcry important market, the activity of 
which was wry picturesque. was held in vast halls set up for this purpose. Many 
lowns in Frdnce were far from possessing such a convenicn~ market place. 

While I was strolling around  he stalls, withnut thinking anything unpleasant. 
happy to realim that the town afforded mc with plenty to sec and study until thc 
arrival of the rcst of the Commission, a cmwd gathered behind me. I heard thc 
word kmula circulate in thc pups. the term by which in thc nonh of IndeChina 
thcy designate all roreigners who came fmm thc Wcst. The h y s ,  h o m i n g  more 
daring every moment, follr~wcd all my movements and imitated all my pcsturcs. 
Since our entcring CXna wc had already hcc:n able to get u d  to the intcnsc 
curiosity of thc population, but here I war alomc lo take the whr~lc weight. Hesidcs. 
the mwn was by far the most populnus of all those that wc had visited and thc 
pressure or he crowd hrcatened to k t x n c  too strong for me to confront il to  he 
end. Thus I judged that il was better to rctrcat and I rcturnod lo my I d g i n s .  
Before long I was likrally besieged. In vain I tried t o  defend the dorw to the 
staircase which led to my room: we had lo accede to public fury and allowcd h i s  
room to be filled by curious people. Rut in its turn, thal too became too narrow. 
Somc Chinese. drcsscd elegantly, with grave vniccs and with vencrhlc faces. 
camc lo counsel rnc to give satisfaction lo the crowd and lo show rnysclroutside, 
in thc courtyard whcrc thousands of pcople were throng& together. If 1 con~ented 
to his, hey told mc. thcy would parantm me that h c y  would not do mc any more 
h m .  But. convcrsclp they might not be responsihlc for the demands of ~ h c  crowd. 
I thought that 1 should follow this advicc. which seemcd sincere to mm I rmigned 
myselfi nnt without inveighing a thoumd timcs against these ill-limed demands. 
lo walking back and forth between two lines of porlplc who breathutl on me as 1 
passed. In this way I madc a hundred stridcs for more than a quarter of an hour. 
examined, rummaged in evcry nook of my p r w n  by an infinitc numbw of avid 
and stupidly curious eycs. This concession, so humiliating frw my dignity. did no1 
at all satisfy thc population. From all sides of thccounyard went up a cry, repeated 
in twenty dikrent  languages: "Let him cat. wc want him to cat." Outraged by lhis 
excessive audacity. I I l a r c d  t h a ~  I would not cat and I went hack into my lodging 
without thosc around rnc daring to opptsr: mc. Did my dcrcrmined gesturcs p i n  
the upper hand over the curious or were thcrc some charitahlc souls among thcm 



whn jud~cd  that it was enough for a tirst perfomancc? I ignored it. The fact was 
that I c w q d  that day from any new demands on rnc. 

-1hc nigh1 havinz fallen. I believed that I would bc able to sleep quietly in my 
new Idgings. Nothing or the kind: by midnight I was woken up by the noise of 
scvcrdl pcrsons climbing my wooden staircaw icon wolf's feet and furtive] y entering 
my mrn w i ~ h  darkened lanterns with the objective, without doubt rather innwent. 
or observing me sleeping. My patience had comc to its end. Being woken up 
diliilgrccablc: I jumped for my rifle and, slaving away with blows of the butt-end 
and with kicks of my feet against thcsc: idiots who tried in vain to calm mc dicown 
with thdr comical pleas, 1 threw them down the lineen steps which s e p a t c d  
hem from the courtyard. I ovcrloadcd my escorting soldiers, who wcrc supposed 
lo inslall themselves nn the ground floor and who should have defended my door. 
with reproaches. Powcrlcss against the m w d ,  they were not so agains~ Ihe actors. 
few in number, of this nocturnal escapade. Decidedly I had pas& to thc slate of 
a living curiosity. Pcrhaps my escort received money to shnw mc. The reader can 
imagine how eagcr 1 WAS to scr: the expedition arrive to dclivcr mc from these 
continuous attcntims. 

The next day, carly in the morning. to gain time and to put thc curious off t m k ,  
I left the town and made a long excursion in the surrounding countryside. First I 
was followed by somc boys, but before long I discouraged thcm by the length of 
my walk and t was ab1c to cnjoy a few moments of tranquility on a small slope 
which was dorninatcd by a high column in the form of an ohclisk. It was probably 
the tnrnh nf somc irnpvrl'ant pMson: it could be seen from m y  p i n t  in the plain. 
Beautiful kitchen-gardens, interspcrscd by rice-fields, sugar cane fields and 
plantations of peanuts lay on the banks of the rivcr. The latlcrcame out of the lake 
or Che-pin and disappeared, they said. vcry quickly without it being possible to 
know whether it belonged to the hasin of h c  Canton river or to that of the rivcr of 
Tons King. Very long bridges, conslructed in Romanesque style, were Lhrown a1 
very close intervals across this river, which wits dammed up over i ts whnle coursc. 
Little pagodas. triumphal archcs and gates with clocks, preceded and adornd 
hem. 

At sundown I went back on the road to town, counting on the evening meal to 
k q  the curious far from me. Rut alas! -1hc ncws of my arrival, which the p m d i n g  
cvcning had still been unknown to the grmlcr part of the population, had sprcad 
like a spark on a trail of gunpowder all over Lin-ngan. Entering the trJwn. I collected 
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a h u g  following of curious people. But that was nothing compared lo what wax 
waiting for me at the p g c d a  itself. The fist fltnjr, he false m f s  and hr: roofs had 
all k e n  climbed and displayed only an ants' nest of human hcings. Upon my 
cntcring the courtyard. thc crowd parted to Ict mc hrough. maneuvering me into 
Ihe middle of a ww space in which it counted on confining me as long as 
prx~sible: the performancu had started. Rcd in thr: face with angcr and shame, I had 
to endure an hour of these madmen's curiosity. Finally. at thc cnd of my forces and 
my patience, I suddcnly darted into my lodgings, closing hchind me the lattice 
door which owned to the courtyard. This none too solid dmlr soon gave way to 
thc pressure of the crowd. which thought that I lacked goodwill. With thc help of 
my small escorl fniclm Yuen-Kiang, I pushd the curious back and tried to shut this 
flimsy barrier. But thc disappointment o f ~ h c  population m n  mmifcsted itself by 
reproaches addrcssod lo those uzho, closr: to the door, had weakly rctrcated before 
me. A stone flew k t w c ~ n  the bars of thc door and hit me strai.ar_gh~ in Ihc face. 
Others followcd and at this moment I Felt what the old torturc of stoning to death 
must have k e n  like. IIowever. I did not givc way and. with onc hand holding the 
two wings of thc door which rattled under this shower of strmcs, with the other I 
grabbed thc rcvolvcr which my loyal Tci had the presence of mind lo bring me. 

The barrel of the weapon, ostentaliously placed between the bars of the door. 
made thc closest retreat and the loud hang which followad immediately hollowcd 
out a largc circle amidst the surprised crowd. I had find in Lhc air. realizing wry 
well that a1 Ihc sight of h l d  this slill indecisive cmwd would fling itself nn mc 
and tear mc to picces. In a country where there are still guns with breeches, guns 
with double charges arc littlc-known marvels. Thus, they thought that I was 

complctcly unarmed, and after thc noise of the first shot had died down. the hail or 
stnncs kgan again as ncvcr+lxfore. I fired a second lime. The astonishment was 

p a t  hccause they had not sccn mc reload. "Hah!" said someone in the c m d .  "I 
have seen revolvers with double charges. Ihcrc are some in Ta-1-y which comc 
fmm thc Mien countr)..' Nnw hc has shot his holt wc can approach him without 
re=." I had the luck to gasp the meaning cicll this reflection and 1 immdiatclly ~ m k  
advantage of it: three sutrctssive shots. one af~cr  thc other. terrified thc crowd 
which saw my rcvcllvcr still resting on thc ha of the door. An irnrncnsc panic 
followed and I complctcd the rout by suddcnly rushing outside with thc rcvolver 
in my hand. firc in my eyes, and my k c  bleeding. The sight of mc produced an 
immdiate effect; whcthcr rrom the fear of this lvupon that could keep on shooting 
without k i n g  mloaded, or whether from real compassion, h e  closest Chinese 
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begged me to calm down and swore that the stone-throwcrs would he punished. 
Thc rest of the crowd continued to flee in ,711 directions, doubtless imagining that 
I was piling up corpscs in front of me. Soon thcrc wcrc none left in thc courtyard 
other than a small group of people who brought mc hack to m y  room and took care 
of me with compassion. 

Plate 25 Tlze ~r tnck  qf ? / I P  c r n ~ ~ d  on t l l ~  pf~god(? qf Tong-hay (r1rontin.q by E. 
IJu~~arrl, bmscd or1 n sketch of L. Drlripmr/c.). 
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Arrir~al of [he expedition-hung ta-jen-A new French 
wade rf~ure-flepnrtum fn~m Lin-ngun 

A little katcr? a mandarin in formal drcss presented himself and apologized in the 
name of thc governor and said that gwards would be p t ~ w d  on d l  the s~rccts to the 
p a g d a  and he p r o m i d  me a visit from Ihe pharmacists of Lin-ngan. 1Ie told mc 
at the same time that Mr. de Lagrkc and the rest of thc expedition had just arrivcd 
and that they had hocn lodged outsidc the town h u ~  lhat it w u l d  not be sensihlc to 
take mc lo my companions just then because of thc cxciternent nf the crowd. 

Early the next day, I was assisted to climb over the wall of the pagoda which 
gave on to the ramparts and by deserlad and winding roads I was ct>nducted to Mr. 
de 1 ~ g r k  and the othcrs. 

Our luader had expcricnced some diK1cu1tie.s in pursuing his routc 10 Lin-ngan. 
At the moment the Commission was going to stan out on the road to Che-pin 
towards this place. thc gvvernor of Lin-ngan, 1 x a n ~  ta-jcn, sent a lcttttcr in which 
he invited the French Commission to stay in Che-pin and to pursuc its mute {to 
Yunnan directly. "Indeed." this lcttcr said. "it is not possible to gu from 1-in-ngan 
to the capital of the province. the routcs having been blocked by the Koui-tseu and 
by robbers on this side." Mr. dc Lagrke had insislod on going to Lin-ngan to m& 
the acquaintance of Leang ta-jen, h c n  planning to go back to Chc-pin to takc up 
the route that he indicated. 

Upon his arrival in Lin-ngan numcwus gifts had h n  brought to him on behalf 
of thc local authoritics. among othws a well-prcparcd meal, but thcy had said that 
a11 thc principal mandarins of the lown. Leans la-jen first and foremost, wcrc 
ahscnt and b u y  with fighting thc Koui-tseu who had pulled back seventy li 10 he 
norih-east of thc town, in two strong positions. called Po-si and Kouang-si. Mr. dl: 
Lag& did nnt hl ieve this purported absence and demandcd that Leang ta-jcn 
aplogi7s oficially with rcgiard to the insul~s that I had suffered. A cruwd of 
subordinate mandarins camc to discuss this in vain and tricd lo soften our demand 
with gill%. h.ir. de Lag&- rcccived the visitors coldly and rcfused the gifts. From 
the interior of the great pagoda in which wc were I d g l .  we heard the crowd 
complaining loudly that it was unablc to pet near us. From time to lime. a few 
stones flung over the walls tcslified to its impatience and brulality. 'I'hc Annamite 
sergeant, accompanied by his comrades. managed tcj grab one of thc aggressnrs 
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mines in Mong-lsc, a town si tuard thrcc days march from Lin-ngan. At this p i n l .  
wc were two hundrudli h m  ,Mang-ko. a big Chinese markct si~uated on the banks 
of the H e t i  Kiang. It was the: that this river kgan to hccumc navigable, accrlrding 
to the infom;l~ion that I collected during my excursion. Down river fmm Mang 
ko, onc uamc lo the town o r  Laukay which was r igh~  inside Annamitc tcrri~ory. 
twelve days march from the capital of Tong King. ''' Kumcrous gold. si lwr and 
coppcr mines were Iwatcd in h e  Chinese district of hi-koa,  which thc Nan-si ho. 
a large aMucnt of the S o n ~ c o i ,  the Annarniu: namc of the Tong King rivcr.'' 
Lravcrsed. 

Mang-ko sccrncd lo  he the ccntur of a very activc tradc. Thc people of Chton.  
who wcnl there by crossing the Kouang-si and thc ntlnhcrn part of X)ng King. 
hrnught wtwl. cotton cloth and silk and in enchansc they purchased cotton and Ica 
which was produced by the Pa-y or the  surrounding 3 r d  4 the Thai of thc wllcy 
of Lhc Nam Hou. The grcatcr of this silk which w i s  consumed in thc south of 
Yunnan. came by this roulr: and the commercial t r i f iu  on the Blue River llnd of 
Sc-tchoucn was becoming more important than the cxports fmm Canton much 
funher to the north. Ihc Chinese of Lin-ngan hrclught t m  which came by he mad 
from Pou-eul to Mang-ko. 

Refort: thc war with the Muslims, the mandarins of Yunnan brought tin and 
zinc. which was used in A n n m  for the production of Lhc national currency* from 
Ibng-tuhoucn to Sin-kay. an Annamite market which was lwated on the Songcoi 
hclow and a little distance a w y  from Mang-ko. Thzsc metals were cxchangcd 
ayainst tight-tenths purc silver, a purity which was achieved in Yunnan. Thc 
Annamites were not allr~wed to enter Chincsc krritory and so it followcd hat we 
would not see a singlu subjcc~ of T u d u c  durine thc whole of nur stay along thc 
hrders. A large strctch ol' land inhabited hy native h k s .  Pa-y and Imlo, appeared 
to lie on this sidc k t w c e n  China and Annarn. The troubles and rchcllions which 
have brought miscrq. and ruin to the southcm provinces of the Cclcslial Empire 
have come lo  complicate the p l i t i u d  si~uation ot- this intcrcsting region. The 
Cantoncsc. who have possessed ~ h c  trade of Mang-ko for a long time, had not 
wastcd any time infiltrating m mcr.~.ve this rich, fertile and tranquil country, where 
they could exape  from the incesmt  turmtlil of which their pmvincc was the theater. 
A fcw years ago, a Cantoncsc chief had established hirnsclf with a numerous colony 
of his fcllow citizens in b k a y .  and proclaimed independence. T h y  lived on the 
considerable revenues of customs posts which they had installed on the river. 
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Plate 26 I_Rnn,q t n j m  (drnciin,q by E Ravad, 1~n.secl an ( I  p/ioto,qrop/t). 
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This was a commercial question with a great fuuue and of an exclusivcly Frcnch 
imporlancc that nwdcd k) he studied because Tong King found itsclf directly 
piaced under our political influcncc as a rcsult of the treaties which linked us to 
the court of Hue. 

The pacification of Yunnan wrmld provide these beautiful regions w i h  thc 
commercia1 life and thc richncss that was assured them by their vied and valuahlc 
products and the easy and economical oudct that was offered for them by thc Tong 
King river. If a jealous and exclusive policy had managed until this time to divcr~ 
the gods. which found distant markets in Can~on clr Shanghai, from their natural 
outlet to the sea, it was up to us  to use our influcncc with the murts of Peking and 
I Iub LO stop this state of affairs and to plead the cause of these dewwing populations. 
Our colony of Cochinchina was legitimately destined, by thc pwcr of the state of 
a d i r s  itsclf. to harvest the heritage of Canton and Saigcm, thc latter of which was 
linkcd by active ~ v a s ~ a l  ~ a d c  to the rnnuth of the Tong King river. and would offer 
the products of Yunnm and of northern Indo-China a more advanhgwus market 
and an entrcpbt that was bcttcr situated for exchange against Europcan 
merchandise. " 

Unfortunately the lack of intcrprctcrs and thus the difficulty in collecting p i x  
information sericlusly hampered Mr. de Iagrk in pushing his investigations in 
this respect as far as he would havc wantcd. l4 

In hc irnmcdiatc vicinity of Ijn-ngan we visiteda seam of lifitc. thc exploitation 
of which was quik activc. This fuel was in general use. The plain of Lin-ngan was 
entirely deforested and Ihc smlI arntmnt of w d  they used for fires was brought 
from quite a distancc by thc d y e s .  The extraction of lignite was done in two 
vertical pits. to a depth of sixlwn to scvcntccn mcters. They gave access LO 
horizontal galleries which werc vcry wcll dcvclopcd, cut into the interior of the 
combustible layer which seemed to havc a thicknms hat v x i d  hetween a meter 
and fifty centimeters. The exploitation was monopolized by the Chinese 
adminismalion. Nurncmus vehicles swarmed around the pits waiting for hcir turn 
tcj tw loaded. They paid on the spot. Thesc vehicles. thc firs1 we h d  met with for 
a long tirnc, wcrc small. rather low carts, on two solid wheels pul ld  by a cow or a 
bulKdo. In Lin-ngan thcy a1.w pmduced the rather widespwad cardboard which 
was consumod widcly in China in lhc: form of matches. Duhalde cited honey and 
wax among ~ h c  impt~rkant p d u c t s  nf this region too. 



Plate 27 Fields w~irh tombs in Lin-ngan (drawing b~ E. Tl~Pmnd, based on a sketch o f  L Delapom). 
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On 9 k c m h c r  wc luft Lin-ngan. Thc plain we travcrsul ascending the river 
w i s  vast. covcrcd w i ~ h  h i l l t ~ k s  and ~ombs.  Thc hridgcs. the pr i icocs  of marble. 
the fcw clumps of ~ r c c s  which stood c l w  10 the pagwlas recalled a vague memory 
of the countryside ncar Rrmc. What was most amaziny. hcsidzs [he singular 
appxxancc orhc landscape. was Ihc gigan~ic works underlaken by the inhabitants 
to prcwicrvr their fields from thc stones that wcrc c a r r i d  down by the torrents. The 
lattcr had houn p u ~  bctwwn dkcs  over their whole course in the plain. between 
two high walls o r  driud stoncs. Each gcncntion built up thcsc walls one or two 
courscs in ordcr to f0110~~ the progressive raising which the bed of the tnmnt  
undcrwcnl nlicr r ~ h  rainy wason. Thc rocks which wcrc brought d o w ~ i  by  [hz 
wdcr  during this time, and which were retained within narrow channel*. thus 
aucurnula~~d rdpidly. Today. all Ihcse watercourses were raised a h v e  the plain 
and thcir eluvation Ficilitied the irrigation of the neighboring rice-tields. In some 
places, the cmhankmcnts of thc riu-fields ~hemsclvzs were conslructed of stones. 
We could not help admiring so much ingenuity and foresight and wc rcgrctlcd tha~ 
this system was not found IO thc same dcgrce in more civilized countries. Anyone 
in Frmuc who has &avclod the RMne valley has noticed the immense amount ot- 
land madc inrcrlilc by stoncs broken out of the slopes of the Alps or the CCvennes 
by thc allluents 01- thc Rhbne. 7he plain of the Urau was a saddening example of 
our inahili~y to malch Chincst: agriculture. 11- we knew, as the Chinese do. how In 
embank our rivers. we would not see their beds take up a space t h i  is a hundred 
times w h a ~  is necesury for them and inundations of stones destroy nur harvests 
over vast stretches of land, as sometimes happens in the Gard or the ArdEche. 
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Che-pit1 and irs lake-lrot~ nrines- -Tr~n~-itai-17te f i rsi  

snnli:--Kic~mg-rc-/~n~~~~~ und rhe Iuke r.f 'li-bin- Kiurt,q- 
Histop rf the Mt4slim rebellic~z-The pluin. the Itike cr~d 
rhe ci& of Yunnttn-We mtwi compatriots-Ma tu-jen- 

At.riwtl r$tl lemr.{ir~rn the Fret~ch utnh~(~~udor  ill I'rking 

An hwr aftcr our departure fmm Lin-ngan. two cavalrymen at a gallop jainod us 
and annnuncd with he compliments or Leang ta-jen tha~ the wrctch who had 
thnlwn a stonc at our lodgings and who had k n  put in the caague closc lo the 
gate of thc town had bocn decapiMed. Src had hccn forewmed that his would be 
his rate. N'c had not believed il and this incredulity had caused the deah of thc 
culprit. Mr. de Lag&, who had an extremely g d  hcarl, would withnut doubt 
haw requeslod and ohmined his pardon if he known ba t  capital punishment 
was in storc for him. 

In thc afternoon, we arrived on the banks of the lake at thu cnd of which stnmd 
the city of Chc-pin. This lakc was about fowtmn kilornctm long and its gcneral 
dim-ion was cast-southeast. Wc embarked on a pcat launch. whilc some or our 
porters continued their route ovcrland and followd the northern hank of thc lake 
which we kcpt within a short distance. A continuous line nf mountains surrounded 
thc lake on all sidcs and to h e  south they formed a scrics of hays in which the 
azure expansc cxtendcd into thu disancc. The naked reddish tips of h e  peninsulas 
which juttcd out of the southcrn bank were strewn wilh routes which indicated a 
dcnsely populated country Afler thrcc hours' navigation, we arrived in Che-pin. 
It was thc day of thc great market. Innumerahlc boats criss-cn>s.sed the waters or 
the lake in all directions taking the natives of thc surrounding m, who had comc 
lo the city to sell lheir pnducts, back to thcir uillagcs. On this side, thc banks of 
the rivcr were cultir~ated with rice-liclds. ?kc energy ofthe farmers hid rcclaimcd 



Furthcr Travcls in I a t s  and in Yunnan 

a considerable area from the water and thc inundated surfacc of the rice-fields, 
separated by small terraces, came to meet and join Lhc calmncss of the waters. 
1-ong streets, which ran at right angles to thc banks. furnishul an easy landing 
point for merchandise and hr travelers. Close lo lhc bank, Lhcrc msc from the 
water two small islax covered with greeney on which had been placed pagudas 
with curved roofs and crowned with slender clock towers. Coquettishly placcci on 
thc hanks of rhc lakc, Chc-pin wound its white, stone walls around cloxly built 
houscs. Bchind the town extended an admirably cultivated. vast plain. 

Thc interior of Che-pin presented a more agreeable appearance than hc lawns 

which we had visited so far. There were no ruins and no abandoned houscs and thc 
picturcsqur: costumcs of thc mixad populations who inhabited the vicinity gave to 
its strccts a lively and original apFarance. The latter were enlirely pavcd wi~h 
d l c .  Thc Lolo and Pa-y. whom I have already described, were joined by somc 
small, black nativcs. called Poula, who scy:mod to originate from the terriwry of 
Yuen-Kim%. 

In the market of Chc-pin I ntlticcd inm which came from the mines situated a 
shorn dis~ancc tu thc north and which was sold at about three centimes a pound. I 
also saw pottery from Ningtchcou which fillcd hugc sbrage rooms; sulphur from 
110-mi tchmu. a town LO Lhc cast of 1-in-ngan: tea from Pou-eul which was sold in 
packets of six circles weighing ahrlul thrtxl and a half pounds worth four to five 
francs. Salt was worth eighty ccntirncs p r  tcn pounds and it appeared to come 
partly fium Mang-ko and thus from Tong King. Ctltttln was hmught by the narives 
and was sold at two hundred to two hundred and eighty francs per picul. ' The rice 
was cheap and was rarely worth more than two w n l i m ~ s  a pound. Cmcc again, I 
could not help comparing the smng counllywomcn who passod among these p w r  
Chincsc wornen with their faces sprinkled with flour. their high straight haidus 
and who, despite their festive dress, looked like invalids w i ~ h  w d c n  Icgs, in thc 
strcc~x. To lhink that a whole gender w s  like this in a nation of four hundrud 
million souls! 

Some distance from the northern gate of the rowan t h c ~  was a well which spouted 
carbonic acid. 'l'hc inhabitant5. who make no use of it whatsocvcr. had cnclr~cd it 
in a rather old pagda. in the middle of which they had prc:parcd a prctty marble 
hasin liw thc mysterious watcr. 1:rorn the small bridge thrown over the basin, w.c 

WCK h l c  to SIX gas-bubbles in the middle of the moss which covcrcd thc siagnant 

water. 



Wc lcft Che-pin on 1 1 Decemhcr. After the visit which l m g  la-jen had thought 
he must pay us, all his subordinates were to show the g ~ c s t  respect towards us. 
Early in the morning the mandarin of Chc-pin preceded us into the p l i n  which we 
had to travm, and amid his armed mp, in great ceremonial stylc, hc proclaimad 
to us his best wishes for a good journey. We went straight to the nonh, in the 
direction of Yunnan, and before long wc lefi the plain to ride amid hills of unovrm 
heights and narrow gorgcs blocked with stones. I'he calcareous schists. of which 
these mounlains always crlnsisted, brokc with an exwaordinary eav: and were carricd 
by the rains down thc slopes on which no vegetation retained thcm. Everywhere. 
we marchod on an m a n  of stones. On the twelflh we stayed thc night in a small 
valley watered by a minute brookld. There we found two or lhree forges which 
workd with very rich iron ore which was extracted a littlc distance away. The 
mcthod of treatmwt was rathcr primitive. I could only scr: a hydraulic bellows 
which was moved by a horizontal wheel tumd by a waterFdl. We found that the 
same machinc, but bigger. was employad fur rice winnowing. Along the entirc 
routc we followed. we found dctachrnents oTLeang ta-jcn's t m p s  who had been 
filmwarned of wr passage and who camc to meet us in the evening and escort us 
in h c  morning. 

Thc vegetation lost all tropical charactmistics and grcat cypresses gave the 
landwape an alpinc appearance. On the thirteenth, in the village of 1-nu-nanp. we 
visitcd a factory making the cast-iron boilers that are found in all thc kitchens of 
thc Celestial Empire and the iron basins which especially wrve for the distilling of 
salt They were cast in earthen molds composed of two parts which lcrt between 
thcm the thickness of the mcvd that the h i l a ' s  wall must have. The piece was 
turned over and Ihe casting was done thruugh an orificc which corresponded to 
the httorn of the basin. The superior mold was pierccd with holcs and the interior 
was coated wilh a biturninnus oil to prevcnt the rn-l adhering to it. 

At night we s lcp in Nga-pu-tchiong, a large villagc situated nn he banks o f a  
river which belnngd to the catchment of the Canton river. W left the basin of the 
'ling King rivcr for the last time. ' From this point on the population displayul 
clmcr Chinesc kalures. '[he Lolo villagcs disappearcci and the tcrxod houscs 
galac way to curved and sharp roofs. 

Cln the fourteenth. after having walked for some time on and heights covered 
with tombs. w c  saw the city of Tong-hai at our feet, built on the hanks of a Iakc, 
bigger but lcss picturesque han Che-pin and extending as far as thc cye could scc 
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to the north-nor~hxast. Rich crops. among which opium poppies and tohacco 
prevailed. crwcrcd thc banks and sometimes advanced quite far into the water. 
Thcsc crlnqucsts oTagriculture over the terrain of the lake made it look likc a pond 
at some points. But this plain a p ~ a r e d  to be so rich. the villages clustered in such 
num hcrs in i ~ .  ~ h c  crops were so well cared for and nf such heal thy appcxantx hat 
we could no1 critiuizc thesc little blots on the landscape. 

Ihe authoritics and part of the town garrison were waiting for us at the gates, 
amid an imrnen-w thmng of porlplc. Mrilh grand pomp we were led to a pa&& 
situated insidc thc wall. 1 knvcvcr. h e  high wall which surrounded our new residcncc 
on all sides isolated us tmm much from the crowd Tor them to accept the fact. 

Before long they rushud against our doors. Nobody could enter or leave wi thou1 a 
number of  curious pcoplc crowding into the courtyard, making our work impossihlc. 
At our request, numcrrlus guards were installed in front of our Idgings. Thc 
inquisitivc wrc not even able to venture to stare thmugh our doors whcn thcy 
were half opcnod without receiving a rain of wallops with a stick. Thc cnwd go1 

exaspcrahxi and hod scaling the walls. The neighbring houses wcrc kikcn by 
assault and thcir roofs served as advance posts to get to us. Wc had t c ~  rwofl tcl 
stronscr mcans. Soldiers climbed on tn nur rmmf and pushcd back the invaders 
with lancc blows. In the courtyards. rhe guns were loaded and thc hnuchcs .wt to 
firc. Ncvcrlhcless. I douh that these threatening prcpar~livns would have produced 
the & s i d  c f h t ,  if we had not had. behind our Chinese guards, cwr Annamitcs 
and our Tagals putling on their saber-bayonets. Thc strange rum. ~ h c  dazzling 
appcmncc of this unknown weapon. the determind hchavior of thosc who held 
it. made a lively and sa lutq  imprcssion and a1 nightfall. the inhabitants of Tong- 
h i  lcli us in pca~x-. lo take the rest which we needed MI much. 

Thc ncxl day, Mr. de Lag-& paid a visit to the 7Phe-hien, or under-prefect of 
thc town. hc civilian whose authori~ was rather diminished in ~ h c  prescncl: of the 
milimy mandarin representing Leang ti-jen in Tong-hai. The under-pretect 
complained bitterly to the French mmmandcr ahoul thc dcmands and  he brutalities 
clTLcang ta-jen's delegate. If, after all. thcy prcfcrrd thc strokes of the acolytes of 
this fierce enemy of the Muslims to Lhosc of thc Koui-tseu themselves. they 
ncvcflhclcss were both regarded as encmics tha must hc supprtd and nourished 
free of charge. 
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Plate 28 A scrrflf, on r h ~  h f , i ~ h t . ~  ov~rlo(~kinr:  T~lti ,~-ltng ( d r ~ r ~ i n ~  by E. Bnvc~ni, 
hasrrl on o .sketcli L. D~lopot-IP). 



Further T r m l s  in Laos and in Yunnan 

Out or interest, Mr. Dclaporlc climbed the heights which dominated the town to 
enjoy thc panorama of the lakc. IIaving arrived at thc point which seemed the 
most Fivorable to him, hc installed himself a t  thc r w t  of a tree to draw. Hc had 
k ~ n  careful and had p l x d  himself on a very stccp s l o p ,  in order not to hc 
encircld by uuriuus people who had dogged bis footsteps since his crncrgmct: 
from the pagoda. Thuy thronged behind the artist: hut, by reason of the spot hc had 
chosen and thc size of the tree which scrwd as his back support. only a small 
number of pcc~plc in the crowd were able to follow the tracing of his pencil on ~ h c  
paper. Their neighbors found thal h c s c  favorites of fate abused their situation and 
kept their places loo long. They reminded thcm what they owed to their c t ~ m p i o n s  
in curiosity. but in vain. The murmurs grew in coarseness and dcvcloped into 
insults. Thcy wcre insufficient to makc pcople. who had gained thcir placcs by  he 
power orthcir fists. move away and similar means would have to he used on them. 
Thry rcactcd with knite-stabs. On both sides they unsheathed their swords and the 
h u l c  hccame b l d y .  Some of the fighters tumbled down the s twp slope which 
cxtundcd at the feet of the artist. Thc latter tried to intimidate thc boldest with his 
rcvtllvcr and to move thc thcatcr of a battle in which hc might g t  embroiled. I h e  
arrival of Mr. Jouhcrt and Mr. de Came luckily helpcd him to gct out of this brawl. 
Thc reader more often than not ignores at what price in ~ n ~ ~ h l c s  and at what dangcr 
travelers bring hack frtjm d i s ~ n ~  countries information which seems at f i s t  sight 
so  easy to obtain. Making a drawing from lifc is without doubt an agrecahlc 
occupation. almost an amusement for an artist. What is thcrt: lo  say of one that had 
10 be made with a rceolvcr in one's hand? 

At that time there w i ~  a big contingent of t m p s  in Tijng-hai. In the vicinity of 
this lawn, and occupying the summil of one of the mountains which surround4 
Ihc lakc, there was an cntrcnchod camp where two rw h n ~  ~housand .Muslims had 
rcsistud all the attacks of Lmng la-jcn for several months. Each time they were 
_riven some respite. they dcvashkd the region and, by thcsc conlinuous chaIlenges, 
cnrdged the population md the i m ~ r i a l  forces. .4t this vcry momcnt as I am writing 
these lines.' I do no1 kntw whether the camp of Toun_rcao is still resisting the 
cflorls of the viceroy or Yunmn. ~ ~ O T O U S ~ ~  attacked at lhc cnd or 1870 and 
bIockaded so  t h a  thcy were unable to rcncw thcir supplics, these mad-men. 
demonstntin_g a Candticisrn that was wnrthy oC the bcst cause, evicted their worncn 
and children horn thcir ~rcnches ;ls so  many uwlcss mouths to fwd and refused thc 
honnrahlc m i s t i c c  which had been nffcrd lo Ihcm. Assaulted fmm afar by h c  
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new ar~illery which thc vi~xro): had bought in t;rmcc. and for an instant in disarray 
liom thc explosion of the shells. lhcy soon learned to save themselves by building 
bastions. Only fminc will deal with such invincible obstinacy. Thc day whcn ~ h c  
Chinese enter l'oungcao. they will find only ut~rpscs. 

We lcft Tong-hai on 16 Dccumber in snowy w a l h c r  which lasted the wholc 
day. It was he first time in six ycllrs hat I had seen the ground covered with this 
duxling whiteness. lkspitc thc piquancy and the ncwncss of h i s  landscape wc 
wcrc loo suddenly surprised by ~ h c  cold and too pmrly drcsscd no1 to find the 
rmdcal a bit hard. Our prxw Annamites, to whom this spcciacle was absolutely 
unknown. found it charming for thc first quarter of an hour and wcrc rascinated by 
thcw light. white flakcs which fcll so  slowly and wilhout ntlisc and settled as  if in 
rcgrct on their shoulders. But their bare feet and hands. turned bluish by rhe snow. 
won rctused all servicr and I couldn't help feeling pity on  swing the tears. which 
this suffering causcicd thcrn. rrwzing on their pallid checks. This day of marching 
was for them and frlr us rlnc of  he most difficult of our joumcy. Our long beards 
wcre rough with icicles and compass. pencil and p p c r  fell from my nervclcss 
fingers. 

Nk followed thc caskrn hank ol'thc lake. The weH-pvcd road served numerous 
Chinew villages, whose inhabihnts appcarod rather badly d i spscd  lowards our 
cwrl r~  llnd our porters. 'I'hc soldicrs of Lemg ta-jen hcrc a p p c i d  to abate their 
insolcnt behavior and tnld us quictly lhat the people of thc country liked the Koui- 
~ s c u  more than they should. Halfway along, we found a rivcr (IT regular appearancc. 
as if it were a canal, and with a ralhcr rapid current by which thc watcn; of the lake 
discharged. At night, lvc s t r ~ p p d  in a village situatcd in a narrow gorge. cl t sc  to 
thc pcak o r ~ h e  small chain that cncloscd the basin of thc laku in the north. We had 
all thc  rouble in the world in clhhining the necessary wood to warm our stiff 
limbs. The CSCOI-r of I ~ a n g  h-jcn's soldiers evidently wcrt: bidly regarded by ~ h c  
inhahilank and made us unpopular. Thus we hastcncd 10 dismiss them. 

'Ihc ncxl day wc continued our nmLc undcr a kautiauriful sun, which was powerless 
to melt the laycr of snow which cnver-ed Lhc suil. the houses and the Irws. Seeing 
the slcndcr hcads of some palm trccs and the persisten1 srccneq of big hccs 
adding varic~y trl this white sheet. we m i g h ~  havc believed it was an error of nature. 
The red l i j l ia~c oC~he  poisnn+aks. Lhc black spots indica~in? the straight rocks of 
the mountin flanks, gave the 1andsc;lpe a motley. truly original appearancc. Thc 
thermrlmc~:lcr indicated one dcgrtx above zero whcn ~ h c  sun came up and light 
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-Ihc rchllions which during Lhc last [hi jrty years havc shaken the power nf thc 
Manchu dynasty have not failcd LO haw their repercussion?; in Yunnan where ~ h c  
hluslims were influential and numerous. Encoungcd by h e  example of thcir fellow, 

belicvrrrs or Chen-si they wantcd 10 obtain a preponderant role and they issurrd 
intr)lcrahlc demands. In 1x56 hc?; provoked a rchllion in Yunnan during which 
hcq' Irmcd the city. 'lhc high Chinese ofticials. aftcr having referred thc caw to 
Pcking. resolved to gel rid of them by a generdl .al&s.acre. The govcmw of Ho- 
kin, s town situated bemeen I - i - K i q  and Ta-Ly. had acquircd acertain reputalion 
Eiyhting the Tai-ping in Koumg-si. He was entrusted w i h  giving the signal for this 
hlrlcdy cxccution. He mundcd up all the bandits and thc vagants of the counlry. 
supplicd them with arms and on a fixed day unlcashd them on the Muslims, of 
whom approximately a thousand wcrc killed. Other massacres took placc al thc 
samc time in diffcrcnt parls of h e  province. Thc Koui-tseu who had hucn plotting 
rcsistlmcc for a long timc row up at the voice of a simplc bachelor of Mong-hoa 
hy h c  name of Tou-ucn-sic, a Chinese orphan who had adopted the Muslim religion 
whcn hc was very youn9. I Iis small army which first consisted of nnly rwiy 
sectarians soon grew quickly. pining Muslims who had escaped thc massacre of 
Ho-kin and those whom thc of a similar Fate madc flee from Yong-pc: and 
othcr cities in the vicinity. With six hundred mcn. they actacked 'I'a-I-?, thc second 
city or thc province of Yunnan. which becausc of i ~ s  admirable strategic and 
commercial position had hccn taken over by six hundred rebels. Thc city. _euarded 
by a garrison of fnur thousand men. partly composd of Muslims. allowcd itself to 
hc lakcn without resistancu (April 1857). Thc glvcrnor of Ho-kin immediately 
came to lay siege. Hut his m y .  which had morc looters and assassims than soldiers. 
was muted. I'hc Muslims immediately rnarchcd on the capital o f  Lhc province 
which they captured. Thc viceroy. by thc namc oTPang. managed won thereafter 
to chase them out. Bul an ardent secmrian who had formerly madc thc pilgrimage 
to Mecca and who had received from his fcllow klievers thc titlc ho-pupu 
fomcnted new trouble wnln thereafter. as a result of which the viceroy was murdered 
and the 1 4 0 - p u p  was proclaimed ernpcnlr. It was at this s tqc  that Ma-hien, who 
had distinguished hirnsclr several times during the battles againsl thc Muslims. 
took command ofthe Chinese tmops, cntcred Yunnan again and installed [.at) ii- 
jcn. who wa? named viceroy in place of Pang, and made that king clra day disappear 
into the shadows ( 1861). Nominalcd fi-ticli, i-e., general and chief of all the m l p s  
of the pmvincc. Ma ta-jen tried to re-cshblish the authnrity o r  Peking. Rut in thc 
south or ~ h c  province, lzang ta-jcn resolutely refused lo obey his orders and the 
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troops of thew two rivals c lash4 close to Koumg-si-tchenu. Ma ta-jen was cwn 
takcn prisoner for a while in I ,in-ngan where he wcnt to have a militarq. cornmandm 
nominated hy PcLng: he has r c c o ~ i z e d  and ~owk recourse to prdycrs to securc his 
rclc;txe. On his rcturn from Lin-ngan he chawd the Muslims from Yunnan. 

Using these prc~cxts. the Muslims took up their work of conquest and aliur 
solidly rvrtitjing themselves in Ta-Ly. which hecamt: thcir capital. ~ h c y  advanced 
slowly but surely. consolidating lheir authorily in the anncncd countries kfow 
s w i n g  new cnturprises. voluntarily or by f n ~ c  enlisting the populations into thcir 
annics and takin? the precaut'.m of having the soldiers thus cnlisted f ih t  \ . c ~  iar 
arxaay from thcir countries of origin. Also thc Chinese part of thc Muslims' army 
much more numerous, pilfer&. stole. burncd and ravapl  without scruple. Tou- 
uen-sie had takcn the titlc of king on the first diy ofthe Chincxc year (5 I~chruar). 
1867). 

At the timc when we wcrc in Kiang-tchoucn. the towan or Tchou-hiong was 
infested by thc Muslims. Sin-hing, located to the west and a short distance from 
Kiang-tchoucn. was in thcir hands. We lcarncd of the pnjgrcss  heir armies made 
cach day. Thcy w ~ r e  only elcvcn leagues to thc nonh and ninc Iugues to h c  WSI 

of Yunnan. The govemmtnt in Peking did not seem to concern hirnsclr about a 
province which ror ten years had not paid m y  taxes a all. and it relicd on  he 
energy of Ma-ti-tai and the ability ofrI:wn-Tan-ti, the h d  trusurer of the pmvince. 
who residcd in Kiu-tsing and to whom it owed nurnemus intelligent cmurts to 
reorganixc h e  Chinew ~rtwps. 

We left Kiang-lchouen on 20 Ehxernkr. -4 short distance from thc town a 
mournful sight met our eyes. Over the wholr: cxpanse of a himen plain, which 
extended to the gentle slopcs on the hanks of the lake, numerous coffins lay on the 
ground awaiting a burial which the hand% of the living sccmcd powerless to give - 
them. In this region, ax in Lhc south of thc province, a chulcn epidemic had broken 
out as a rcsult of the war. with an intensity which had fillcd the population with 
tcmlr. According to the local suprstilions. it was ncccssar). to wait for the most 
favorahlc days on which to providc n more complcic burial for thc dud .  lhc  
Chincse coftins wcre luckily rnrm solid and morc hermetically scaled than ours 
and only occasionally did some putrid miasmas ccscapc from this mass of corpses. 
It was with truc rclicf that \KC quit this funeral licld to climb thr chain of hill%. Wc 
mchcd a high peak. ~ w o  thousand meters above wa Icvel and four to five hundred 
meters abovc the level of thc lakes. A rnagnificen~ panorama could be ohwrvd: 



to thc u s l  wax thc vast expansc of Lake Tchin-king; to the wulh, the plain and 
town of Kiang-tchoucn: to the narth, at the end o f n m w ,  wcll~ult ivatcd valleys 
which d e s c e n d  from the ~ a k  where we wcrc standin2 to lose themsclvcs in an 
immcnse plain. there was a layc and deep v i s h  of Lakc Yunnan. 'Thc latter lake 
appeared to us to be a true wa, its banks hidden-everywhew in the mists of the 
faraway horixm. 

Thc next day, wt: descended inlo the plain which surrounded it and at thc cnkmce 
nf which stocd thc city of Tsin-ning-tcheou. Ir a p ~ a r e d  to us the most tcmrying 
example of desolation, fnjm one end of thc world ro thc other. which thc Muslims 
cxcd in spreading on their passage: blackencd swlions of walls rather than houses, 
emaciated shadows in rags instead of inhabitants. Ihc authorities came to meet us 
with a pomp which, amid thcsc ruins o r  rihcr this implarable destruction. appeared 
to us morc sad than pitiful. We werc Ind_eed in a housc on which thcy had hasriily 
plxcd a straw roof. It was the only onc which offcrud such a comfort! Chincsc 
troops occupied the surroundings in a military fashion. and carnpcd under canvas 
or in shacks. A few shlls, built in rhu writer d t h c  city with planks taken from thc 
ruins, served as a market and thcrc we found. not without astonishment. ~ h c  
ckdcterist ic  livclincss of Chincsc cities. a grccd (hat wax not subdued by firc or 
slaughter nor chcckcd by famine or epidemics. 

Wc hastened to lcavc this sad place. A well-pavcd and well-maintained mad 
foilnwd the banks of h e  lake at some distance. and passed a big village every 
kilometer. Littlc by little the trilucs of devastation disappeared. The traffic on thc 
mad. the beauty of the crops and thc clegance of  the buildings all testified to thc 
proximi6 of  a great capital and to the richness which this Ccriile and admirable 
plain gave to its inhabitants. On the hvenry-wcond, in the evening. we slcpt in 
Tchen-kouang, a pretty town situated on a small hill which dominated thc lake and 
Ihe plain and was as  populous and pleasant as its neighbor was descrlud and 
depressing. The Chincsc curiosity would not have Failcd to renew it% assaults on 
Ihe French Cornmissinn if we had not arrival so late and left so early in thc morning. 
We wcrc nevertheless cscorted at our dcparture by a large crowd of pcoplc. Before 
long, thc road becamc an almost unintcmpted street. on which numcrtjus convoys 
of b u l l ~ ~ k s  were passing in all directions. Admirably maintained canals brought 
constant reshness and fertility to thc neighbring ficlds. At certain intervals the 
canalized rivers, thdr  banks regularly planted with big trees, w m  crossed by 
slam bridges. thc first of which had so much stirrcd our admiration and surprised 
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us in Muong Long. Never had the p t ~ r f u l  civili7ation. uf which we had becornc 
thc guests, shr~wn itself to us with s o  much cnchantmcnl and so many rich facets. 
The novclly of this spcukicle. in all its dctails marked with that strangc character 
which is so spccial to thc Cclcstial krnpire,  he memtwics of the f o ~ s ~ s  and ofthc 
barbarism in which wt: had lived for so  long, madc us sornetimcs think it all a 
dream. W t h  surprise wc rclt ourselves blushing. because of our appearance and 
our sha~ les s  and wilcd clothes. whcn we passcd a palanquin or whcn we touchod 
the silk drcsses of thc middle class who rushed trl thc doorste-ps o l  h e i r  houscs to 
scc thc foreigners pass by. 

By noon. we observed the battlerncnts of the city of Yunnan etchcd into the 
azure of the sky. whcn a lower-tankins mandarin on horseback uamc to meet us 
and rave a letter to h4r. de Lagkc.  I t  was written in French! Mr. dc h g r k  went 
through it. then handed it to me. It was with a heart k i t i n g  strongly thal1 devoured 
it5 cnntunls. It \k'iLs signed by Fathcr h ~ t e a u .  a f k n c h  apostolic mis s iona~ .  and 
it conhincd a short greeting and a "WT-you-soon" which made us all rhcr pleascd. 
We kncw vaguely that we would find missionaries in Yunnan, without knowing 
their na~ionalitp hfccting fellow citizcns was for us n double joy md this moment 
w a s h d  away thc mcmoc of many hard times. Our rccompensc was about tn begin. 
To gauge the extent orthcsc enjoymunts. you must havccxperienccd the weight of 
isclli~ion. of heins removed from the civiliircd world tbr rnon~hs on end. Only 
thosc Ihat have suKcrcd a long cxilu can apprcciatc the joys of rctuming. 

We cntered Yunnan amid a vasl throng of people who had gathcrcd along our 
mute in thc long and populous quarter which lay hcforc  he city on thc south-east. 
Thc wall was highcr. thicker and constructed w i h  more care than those of thc 
towns  hat we had already seen. We experienced a ncw sensakion as we walked 
along the long business street5 which ended at the south gate or the city: thc.w 
mgularly aligned shops, thcsc uluan. stylish, oftun rich displays, this bustlins 
liveliness. thew thlhrlusand sign-hrmrds with goldcn letters, which hung from thc 
front of the shops. and this busy murmur which cmanated from Ihc crowd gavc us 
a favorable impression of thc capital of Yunnan. They lodgcd us in an imrncnsc. 
panly devashtcdwi~rietl. of which one or two buildings urerc fit to m i v e  us. l h i s  
yirnen wa5 situalcd on a small hill from the view was very wide and 
picturesque. h was the p l a w  where the secondary school examinations tomk place. 
For ten years. because of the troubles in the prrlvince. this impcjrlant function of 
Chincsc lift had been suspunded in Yunnan. But two months b c f m  we werc thcrc. 



an examiner scnl from Pcking had ventured as  Fa as Yunnan and it was fiw his 
visit that. in grca hastc. some parts of h e  >-um~~r had hwn repaired. I b i s  high 
official had pushed his couragc as far as going to the neighboring lown of  Tchin- 
Kiang and his journey had seem& an act of heroism wor~hy of high praise. But the 
negative attitudl: of Lcmg ta-jen lowards central power had prevented him from 
getting as  far as Lin-ngm. 

On our arrival Father Protteau. whom 1 soon recognized dcspite his dress and 
his Uhincsc manncrs. camc to place hirnsclf at the disposal of Commander dc 
Lagkc. I leavc it to the reader's imagination how h e  excellent priest was fas ted ,  
cncircld and questioned. Alas! hc was unable to give us any more rcccnt news 
from Europe than we alrmdy had: Yunnan was far from thc coast and couriers are 
expmsive fnr the slendcr purse of the missionaries. But hc  inforrncd us nf thc 
s i t ~ i o n  of thc provincc and m d c  us understand all that the lack of interpreters 
had prevented us from l c m i n g  so far. We Ihus l w c d  that the famous Kosuuto of 
whom we had heard tell so many times in Se-mao and Pou-cul was nonc other than 
Father Fenouil, the vicar apostolic of thc mission of Yunnan. He had resided in 
Kiu-tsing sinuc the blnwing up of the hrluse whcre he pnduced gunpowder for 
viceroy Lao, whose confidant and friend hc was. Na~urally his active in~crvention 
in thc strugglc azainst lhc Muslims m a r k d  him for their enmity and he attributed 
thc accident which had happencd and of which hc was the victim tn thcir ill will. ' 
Song ta-jen scnt him a message for him ti) come LU us and scnre as our official 
inicrpreter in dl relations with the Chincsc authoritics. 

11 was Father 1:cnouil who. in agrwment wilh the viceroy, had sent us. at the 
samc time ax thc Chincsc letter which had caused so  much commotion in Xicng 
Hong, thc letter in E u r o p n  characters which they had not w m ~ d  to show us and 
which would halac explain& the whole imbroglio to us. Vi~vlroy I a o .  who had 
been ~orewmcd by Peking of our coming, had k l i e w d  it was nmssarq. lo  inform 
us or the troubled stak of the province, or the dangers wc would run traveling 
roads infested with bandits and hc had advised us to dulay our cnlrance into China 
until he, being i n f o m d  {dour arrival at the border. had been able to s w t  sufficient 
escorts. Fathcr Fenwil  conf innd  all this information in 1;rcnch as well a x  the 
_ed will of  the Chinesc authoritics and thcir lively desire t o  sce us arrive ssafc and 
sound in Yunnan. The Chinese I c u ~ r ~  pmrly translated by ~ o p l e  inexpcriencd in 
the arl of deciphering idcograms. had taken it for a prohibition to cnter China; 
tkm this camc all the difficulties we had mcl with mil which had only h e n  removed 
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by reading our passpork. Isnorancc and not Uurmcsc dcccption or Chincw ill will 
had caused the difficulties wc had had to ovcwlmc in Muong Iring and Xirng 
Hong . 

Father Protteau showed us a leuer from Fathe-r I ~guilcher.  another missionary 
rcsidod in thc viuinily r ~ f  F:a-Ly, in which h c  hucr  wrote a h m l  a rumor which. 

in other circumstances. would have intrigued us very much: it was ahout thc prescncc 
in this town clC a ccrhin nurnhcr c ~ l  Europeans whcl pduccd gunpowder and war 
w a p n n s  for h c  usc of thc rchcl governmenl. Was this an Enzlish c x p l i ~ i o n .  
which. skuting from he  frontiers of Burma. had entered China and of which they 
M thcn allcrcd thc naturc? To lcll thc trulh. wc did no1 worry about his .  Thc 
succcss of our journey permitted us to enjoy the success of others. Moreover. we 
werc so uscd lo hbles ot- all kinds, that we considered we should wait for 
confinnation 01-this news which had been brought to us as a simple ''they say". 

Artcr Fzllher Protteau, the Eiie-hien of the city came in his turn to pay us a visit 
and to inquire after our needs. Supplies were brought to us in abundance and 
lower-ranking officers were put at our disposal to make the crowd respect us. Rut 
~ h c  authorities had lost their prestige in Yunnan and the Muslims were still too 
numerous and too fanatical for us to cxposc oursclvcs by offcnding one of them 
and treating the crowd harshIy. We policed our yurnrtl ourselves and after a few 
attempts to penetrate to thc intcriw-the curious always successfully pushcd hack- 
they finished by leaving us alone. 

On 25 Decemkr.  we attended the Christmas service celebrated by Father 
Protteau in a modest hall adjoining his house.' Some thirty IJhincsc wcrc mct 
there. The city of Yunnan had only about a hundred Christians. The misery that the 
civil war had brought and the rcligicus indiffcmncc which chxctcriztxl thc Chincsc 
p p l e  hardly favor the incrcaw of this small congrcralion. F~~rmcrly. thcrc had 
bccn scvcn o r  cighr hundred pcrsons and thc cnlirc provincc had scvcn or eight 
thousand helicvcrs. It would hc difficult to find a q u d c r  of thal n u m h r  ttday. 
Thc missicln oC Yunnan consisted of Mgr. hfkvre .  the vicar apostolic who resided 
in Imng-ki rjn thc hordcrs of Sc-tchcwcn and Yunnan wilh another missionary 
Abbot Chiroux-this admirable prelate had left France in 1830 before the fall of 
Charlcs X+>T Falhcr k~cguilchcr, of whom I just spoke: and of Fathers Prottcau 
and Fenouil. Three o r  four Chinese priests completed the staff. We had to meet all 
thew mcrnbers in turn. 



Chapter 7 
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The day at'ter Chris~m;ts. Mr. dc l a g e e  made an official visit to Song ta-jen. 

The latter. a handwmc cldcr with a white beard and a distinguished face received 
him with an affability and a courtcrmsness which gave us a gurld imprc~sion of 
Chinese politcncss. Surmundcd by all his mandarins in fumal drcss, he came as 
far as the second door or  his y m e n  to meet the chief of the Frcnch mission. His 
rich costume, c o v d  wih fur, indicated how greatly thc winkr in Y u n m  appeared 
to chill the officials most of whom came from the great provincc of Sc-tchoutcn. 
located at a much lower altitude and the vast plains of which enjoyed a hot 
Icmpcrature. Song ta-jen paid a rclum visit to Mr. de La@& the next day. 

Lcaving thc rcsirlcnce nf Song ta-jen wt: wcnt to Ma ta-jen. He lived oulsidc the 
city in a villa lhat wax pleasantly situated on  he cdgc clrthc lake. He was a man of 
thirly-six, h w f u l  hut with rather crude ways. Stxins him, wc understmd how he 
had managcd 10 dominate the weak Chinesc pn~ctlnsul that Peking sent to govcm 
this distant province. Hc was covered with scars and he proudly shouHed these 
p m f s  ot- his bravcq- which. more than his diplomas. had I d  him to power. His 
residence was i d l y  an mcnal in which there ivas a surprising collection d kuropean 
arms of all typcs: carbines. hlunderhussls. repealing rifles. Lcfacheux rifles and 
revolvers. He excrciscd all day long with these various &viccs and had few pieces 
of furniture in his house which were not litcrilly riddled with bullets. Around him 
lived a general staff of Muslims, '!' whose dress and fcalurcs stmd out very much 
from thc usual slylc of the Chinese. We could s w  that these people were uscd to 
being f c m d  and h i t  rhcy felt that, in the eyes of thc crowd, the prestige of their 
terrible master inhcrcd in them. Whether becausc of j~a lousy~  or because the 
behavior of Ma ta-jcn rcally had given rise to suspicions. thc Chinese loyal to 
Peking wurc apl to suspect his behavior and accused him of giving comfort to thc 
enemies of the emperor in timc of war. It was certain that a comrntln faith was a 
very powcrful link in thc eyes nf the Muslims and hat cvcn when fighting on 
opposing sides, they displayd for one another a councsy or which the Chinese 
were incapable in regard to their enemies. Rut we should add that this courtesy 
was displayed at the expcnsc or thc m a s  of the population which undcwcnt, alas, 
all the reprisals. cxturtions. and requisirions of both sides. and in whom the name 
alone of the Muslims inspired an insane fright, only too justifid by thcir manifold 
atmcities. We were [old about vilc cxccsscs on seventy-year-old womcn. Wc ivcrc 
told that mothers. hiding in the bushes while the Muslim soldiers paswicd by 
suffocated their babies at thc brc~st  with their own hands to prewnl heir crics 
giving away their presence! 
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The uncertainty in rcgard trl w h a ~  the future actinns of Ma ta-jcn would hc. was 
clmly mcanl to maintain the fcars of the population and olthe officials of Yunnan. 
The bfuslims wen- numemu5 in the ci~y. Which sidc would hc take, would the 
Whites (this was how the rebels were designated bccause of thc color (IT  heir 
flap: thc imperials wcre cJlcd Ihe Reds for a similar reason) miapc t t ~  put hirii 
in chargc'? At this junc~ure, wc learned thal hc had managed to hkc Tchou-hiong 
and thc towns of Outing and Lo-lw which were still closer. I:ur was acute: it was 
felt that thc arrival nf thc first refugees in Yunnan would cause a general panic 
thcre. The rich proplc and thc biggest tradcrs had long since abandoned thc city in 
which. on thc other hand. the countryfolk crowded together. Since that time. 1 
havc expcricnced a similar spccmcle in l X i s .  " Father Prottcau thought d going 
to the mr)untains whcrc he had k n  accustomed to hiding during great crises, tn 
rcturn latcr 10 submit himself to thc Whiles once they had inshllcd themwlves in 
the capiial of the province. Father Fenouil's position was more compromisud and 
in this ins~ancc all he could do was to ,nct out quickly before thc arrival of thc 
hluslims. 

Sincc the dcalh of thc viceroy I at). Ma ta-jcn had demmdcd nurncrvus scrviocs 
fmm the vicarorthe rnissiun. which the latter had not d d  to rcfusr. That at least 
was 1:ahcr Pmtkau's version ufthe political mlc ofhis colleague. l h u s  it h a ~ n d  
that. in response to gcneral requcst. Father Fenouil had writtcn a letter to the 
Amhassador of lhnce in Peking designating Ma ta-jen as ~ h u  only man capahlc of 
pacifying Yunnan. md kgin_e the Ic~ation of France to crjmmend hta la-jen warmly 
to the Chimsc ;cgovcmmnt. This lettcr had not p n c  without troubling h e  con.wicncc 
of Fa~hcr I'roticau. lold us that il had k y ~ n  extortcd from him somewhat by 
fnrce. :? 

Ma ti-jcn did not return nur visit but all  he authorities nf the city. in which thc 
six great tribunals of the province werc located. succcssi~=e;ely appeared in ourymerr. 
Ma ta-jcn invited us for a grc;lt dinner with our escort on 30 Dccembcr. What was 
most singular about this wcaxion was not the fcast. preccdcd by citrus seeds and 
cxquisitc oranscs and consisting of birds' nests. according to custom, the tails m d  
intestinus of fish, lxquered duck and ohcr  dishes that werc known from the tourists, 
but thc complctc abstention of our host md his officers. who were then observing 
the Ramadan. Wc dined alone with (mnc or two Chinese mandarins. surrounded by 
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On 3 1 Decernkr thc Christian ncophylc, who had carried to Peking the letter 
written by Father Fenouil in r c g d  lo Ma h-jen, arrived at ourwllwn. He brought 
the rep1 y af our amhassador. Faher Protteau communicated it to us. We learned 
from the signaturn on this oIlicial cnvclope that it was Mr. Lallemand who 
rcprcscntcd Francl: in Peking. His arrival had put an end to the interim authority of 
Mr. dc Bcllonnd. who had signed our passports. Mr. Lallernand's letter started 
with vcry wise observations about the inconvenicnccs prcscntcd by rnissionarics 
intcrfcrins in policy-making and playing the role of mandarins in China. Our 
ambassador, nevertheless. added that hc had indccd intun-cncd in h t l r  of hl;l pa- 
jcn and that he Chinese goLaernment would send him rnoncy and supplies 
to help him in his struggle against thc rchls. Wu ovcrwhclrncd thc mcswnecr, 
who spoke Latin like all the serninarists of thc Cclcstial Empirc. wih questions to 
obtain some news from Ilunjpc. Hc was clnly ahlc to givc us ra~her vaguc ncws: 
nevertheless, we concluded that no new war had thrown thc Old Wtdd into turmoil 
and thal wc would hc able to cnjoy in tranquility the rest to which our journey 
entitle us. Our impatience to rclum was ~iclrncwha~ molliliori now and wc began a 
xrics of visi~x 10, and studics of, this imponant city whcre we would rest for a few 
weeks 10 rccovcr from our cxhaustivn. 

Commerce C I I I C ~  r n e t ~ ~ l l u ~ i c u l  richness fitnwuw- 
Efferrt.~ of opiutn culture--The prtgoifr~ r$ K i t q  Ou 

The population of the city of Yunnan rnighl hc cslirnal~d at k l y  rntlrc han filiy 
thousand inhabitants at the time of our passage. 'Ihc vast. partly dcs~mycd qwrtcs. 
which strctchcd I i w  a Iwguc and a MTtlutsidu ~ h c  walls. musl havc quadrupled 
this figure before the war. 

The wall had a rectangular shape and measured about three kilometerr; in the 
northern and the southern directions and two kilometen in  the other directions. It 
had six fortified gates: two on the eastern side, two on the southern side and one 
on each of the other two sides. The moat was fed with water from a canalized river 
which lappcd thc caslcrn sidc of the wall. The land on which the city was built 
descended in a slope to the lake and a few small mountains made the nnrthern part 
uncvcn. Bctwccn two ol- thc.w small mountains. in a dcpression in the ground. 
pidcns and ricc-ficlds stretched over almost the entire north-western corner of 



thc cnclosurc. 'here  were a fcw restaurants, a few country cottages and tea houses 
which functioned as cafes in China. 

Thc commercial part of the city hi, despite thu war. a remarkable appearance 
and indicated a rich, popul(>us center on which thc producls of an entire, 
cxueptionally Fivored rcgion convcrgd. The principal weal~h of the province 
ctjnsisted of metals. the mosl important k i n g  copper. There werc some foay copper 
mines in Yunnan and thc grcater part or the rnincrals that came from thc mines of 
thc south was trcated in thc capital or underwent its last refincmcnt there. To give 
an idea of thc importanct: of this product, it is sufficient to srite that in 1850 thc 
annual tax paid to Peking by the province was about six million kilogrmns. The 
price of one hundml pounds of copper (sixty kilograms). bought in the plact: 
ilwlf. was about fifty-five francs. To this pnduction silwr must hc added; thc 
quantity of his wa~  much less, and seemed lo be not more than forty thousand 
kilngrams per year. Thc most important silvcr mines wcre thow of Lo-ma and 
Mien-hm-ti. sifuatcd between Tong-tchoucn and 'I'chwrtong. of 1Iouy-long and 
N p - n a n .  which wcm, the former on thc h a n k  of thc Mzkong rivcr, west Iiom 
Li-Kiang, and thc latter on the hanks of thc Blue Kivcr. north of ~ h c  same cily. The 
gold mines wcrc cven less important. I have already spoken of thc r e p i ~ o r i c s  
which wcre Iwatcd north of Ta-Ian. 1 menlion here thc mine of Ma-kang. siluated 
in thc vicinity Ngan-nan and hat of Ma-kou, which was on thc borders or  he 
territories of I .in-ngan and of Tong King. The tax which the govcmment l ev id  on 
the cxploitation of this mclal was only eleven hundred and foay grams of gold 
annually and did not give my id- of high gold pnKiuction in the provincc. 

As far as I know. therc was only one tin rninc in Yunnan: that of Ko-kicou. 
sitwatcd on the territory of Mong-tse. east of Lin-ngan. The lead and zinc minw 
were more nurncrclus and were located in particulw in the norlh of  he prcwince, 
around Tong-tchoucn and Ping-y hien. -They providud the Statc wilh three to four 
hundred thou~ind kilogrims of zinc and some hundred thousand kilograms of 
Icad annually. ITnilly. thcrc were fourtocn iron mincs grouped in the lakcside 
region of which Yunnan was the cenkr. They wcrc only wry lightly taxcd and 
thcy paid only ~ w o  or t h m  thousand francs in taxcs IO the Sratc annually. 

'Ihc cxploitation of thc coppcr mines was a sort of limitcd partneship. for which 
thc Shlc providcd thc capid. resenring to itself the ri_rh~ to purchase from cach 
minc, at a fixed price, a quantity of the rnclal that wi~s fixed in advance too. The 
samc ri_eht was allowed thc ncighbring province in cxchange for a capital input 
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and [he transpt~rt of this due in kind gauc rise, beforc thc war sraned. to huge 
convoys of boats. which descended thc Bluc River and transported millions of 
kilograms nf c o p p r  nwcssar). for thc produc~ion of thc currcncy of the Celestial 
Empire, all the way to Peking. In 1850. the sum that was advanced for the 
exploitation or thc copper mincs of Yuman was one million fcrels annually. "bul 
thc miners ct)rnplaincd loudly that thc oficial price of co)ppcr was much tot) low 
and that thc quantity of  the rnctal dcmanded was much too high. The result was a 
great reduction in the numbers of ~wrkcrs, who had cnrnc from d l  over the Empire 
to minc thu mdallic richcs of Y u n n i .  and aftcr thc deductions by thc S h t c  and by 
the pn~vinrcs. thc t r d t  did not yicld a sullicient supply of copper to suppon many 
peoplc. 

The Muslim rckll ion had lurther aggraviiod this state nf f l a i r s  and thc majority 
of  t h t  mines wcrc h n d o n c d  t d a y .  Hut wc could estimatc how cis): it would he. 
whcn trinquility had rcturned to this buutil'ul reginn. to rcvive this production 
md give it  a considerable boost  A rnrjre liberal regime, morc advanced mcans of 
cxpluitation and an casier commercial out le~  which w u l d  permit us to bring thcsc 
melals direct to a Europlan market, would make Yunnan thc most irnporlml 
~netallur_rical supplier in the \w>rld. From this point r>C vicw, it was not n c c c s s i  
to labour the consqucnces which thc o p i n g  of the Tong King river m i g h ~  ha\,c. 
bringing thu products ot- Yunnan straight tn Saigon. '' 

While Yunnan was. under the prcscnt circumstances. thc repository of hugc 
quantities of copper. which resulted in busy trade and ~III irnplrtant production of 
coppcr utensils. this cily also psscsscd  a currency mint. c ru l cd  in 1661. 'lhc 
Chinese pnduucd a huge quanlity of sr~p;q~~c.s thcrc. The alloy of which this 
important currency wi. compnscd was, Cur one hundrcd pa& 54 copper, 42.75 
zinc and 3.25 l r d .  Before the war, they minted morc than 10 1 million .~upfiqu~.v 
annually. whiuh rcptesented. at thc Icgial exchangc rate of twelve h u n d d s u ~ q u ~ . ~  
lor one t u ~ l  or  mc ounce of silvw (close to thirty-cight grams). a valuc of ahut  
650 thousand rrincs. One s ~ ~ P ~ H P  weighed four and a half grams. Sincc thc war. 
the pnduction ot- the currency had very much diminished. ?le  urgcncics of the 
moment had forced the composition of the alloy 10 bu changed and thc quantity of 
7inc in it had increased. l 'hc valuc ofthe currency changed in this way w;ts subject 
to numcrous fluctuations: clandestine production had m u d  cvcrywhere. At 
the t imc of our visit to Yunmn, the exchangc r& for the furl was 1 . 8 0  sr~p?qu~.s 
and we could f ind  still lower rates. 



This was nnt thc only i n d u s e  of Yunnan. They wr~vc a special cloth h r t :  
which was called fnng Iwy louan tse or -"satin of the Oricntal seas". This cloth was 
thick. made of silk thread which I suspected was from the same spidcr, whose 
presence 1 indicated earlier in Ta-lan. It was vcv slrong, not at all shiny and 
generally black, although it could be dyed in all kinds of colors. 'lhc sa~in of 
Yunnan was rcnowned all ovcr China. In Yunnan they also made kautiful carpets. 
blankcts and felt. 

The principal Iwal p d u c t s  which wc were able to find in the markcl wcrc: 
opium. which was worth about onc and a half taels pcr kilogram; salt. which was 
sold for clmc to two francs pw kilogram because of thc occupation by thc Muslims 
of the salinc works situated twcnly leagues to thc north-west of thc city: tea. 
cinnabar, musk, silk, medicin- and tobacco. Russian woolen cloth and furs. English 
cotton which had come from Canton and rdw cotton i m p o d  from Burma wcrc 
the principal foreign pmducts. 

The plain of Yunnan was rich in cereals. in fruit lrees and in paslure. They grew 
wheat. sorghum, maire, oats, tobacco, flax; plums. cherries, peaches, strawberries. 
nuts, cheslnuts and pears wce the principal fruits found thcrc. Here and there, 
gnmps d sheep. goats, cows and buffdocs gmed on the sidcs of the hills. Thc 
latter contained marble quarrics and also quarries of that special stone the Chinesc 
call lazulite. 

Opium poppy culture forccd an important p d u c r  off the rnarkcl of Yunnan. 
i.e., ~ T S '  wax. According to the locals. thc kt%. formerly vcry numerous in this 
part of China. had suffcrcd thc same unhealthy addiction to thc fluwers as the 
Chincsc feel for the juiw that was extraclod from the opium poppies. When thc 
opium poppies flowcrcd. lhc insects camc in masses to gather nectar but later thcy 
had no taste for any other food and thcy died off in thc interval betwccn two 
consecutive poppy scawns. 

Thcy cited another examplc of this singular attraction that thc opium poppy 
excris on animals as wcll as on man. In an opium distillery td the city, they had 
noticd  hat rats came in m a t  numbers during the evening. inhaling the fumcs 
which escaped from the furnaces. Uccausc of the temporary occupation d Yunnan 
by the Muslims, the distillcq stopped functioning and was abandoned for wmc 
lime. When a ncw owner came to t& up occupation. he fwnd several rai carcasses 
on the trays that had been left in placc: they had died or hunger waiting for the 
enjoyment thcy fclt when inhaling he opium fumes. 
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Iake  Yuman, which was the higgcst in the rvholc province, flowcd into the 
Yang-tse Kkang, by a river which camc out of the south-wcstem end of the lake. 
close tr3 thc town of Kouen-yang tchcou. It had thc name "sea of -1icn". We know 
that the kingdom with this name formcrly occupied thc greater part of h c  province 
of Yunnan. It was conquered by China at the end of the second ccnlury R.C. But 
the suhjmtion of this vast region waq for a long time only nominal and was 
intcrmpted by long periods of complete indcpndcnce. The govcmment in Pcking 
had almost always had to leave Yunnan the lihcrly or governing itsclf according lo 
its own customs and also thc right to nominate its own chick. 

It was only since Khang-hi that ~ h c  administra~ivl: system of thc rest of thc 
Empirc had been applied to lit. I havc already mentioned that the cities of the sou~h 
maintained very largc municipal tax exemptions and a real autonomy today. 

The last gvvernor of Yunnan, who had the title of king and who e n j ~ q d  complete 
indcpcndence, was h e  famous Ou-san-kouei. 'lhc Manchu dynasty, of which hc 
favored the coming. gmc him Yunnan and Kouy-tchcou in appanagc in 1658. Hc 
was an able administmtor. He kncw how to o b ~ i n  the affection of the population 
and klbrc long m u d  rhe suspicions of the court. Khang-hi scnl him in 1677 a 
pcrernptov onicr to come to Pcking. Offendcd and with cqual defiance, Ou-san- 
kouic look to mincsc dress again and proscriM Ihc calendar of the Ching dymxty. 
K o u y - t c h .  Sc-tchouen and I IOU-kouang &xlared thernsclvcs in his favor. Khang- 
hi forced these provinces into submissinn hul dared not trouble Ou-san-koud in 
his quiet possession of Yunnan. It was only after his death in 1679 that a Manchu 
army marched on Yunnan. put down the local lroops in thnx: ~-onsecutivc ba~tles 
and took thc city. The srw of Ou-san-kouci hanged him.wlf in despair and the 
conquest of the province was final. 

Ou-san-kouci had left lasting memories in thc mind of the population. W e  wcre 
still able to wicc a small pagoda on a small hcighl in the north-west ofthe city built 
during his rcign and which thcy called thc pagoda of king Ou. It was entircly in 
copper fmm the columns of  he base up lo lhe tiles of the roof. Despite thc intrinsic 
value of thesc materials, dcspite the civil wars and the tcrrible sacrifices of the 
treasury. il had so far hocn respected by all partics. Religious feeling, almost 
unknown to thc Chinese, counted for nothing in this almost miraculous pruwn-ation 
of the pagoda of King Ou: all the honor must be givcn to that docp respect for 
tradition and ancestors which renders thc memory of grwd men immortal in China Ii 
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On 2 J a l i u q  1868. Iila~hcr Ftllouil. thc vicar aps to l ic  of Yunnan. finally arrivcd 
in Yunnan. The arrival of this ~lciv fft.110~ countqnran was a g ~ a t  joy for us. His 
rcnown and his gwat \war feats had for long hcun thc main topics ofct~~iversation. 
Father Fenouil w a ~  totally diftcrcnt in disposition from Fathcr P ~ t t c i ~ ~ .  The latlcr 
prwni l ied  ahwlutc renunciation: hc had systematically hmkcn all the ties which 
might slill a~tac-h him to his family. his horncllmd and cvcn to the uivili~ation inlo 
which he was horn. I Ic dcnationalii.cd hirnwlf hy changing his living cnvironmcnl. 
IIc trwk on thu apparance  and thc cusl<~ms ctf  the C:hincsc by a d u p t i n  rheir drcss. 
This transformation appcawd r;n striking that I sumetimcs wondcrcd that hr: did 
not have ~ h c  slmtcd eyes and ~ h c  skull shape of thc Mongol racc. It wiccrncd 
inlpnssihlc to ack~pt id1 Lhz moral sirnilxitics of a race without displaying its physical 
appcat- an^. The apostle thought that thc best way LO lirllill his role m=xs to> hcuon~c 
a miin rlf the p p l e .  It amazcd us. cvcry new day. to wu: Falhcr I'rot~cau quietl_v 
sittine u=ith sonle Christians of his church in onc c>F those restaurants open 10 thc 
crowds and which was cspccially patroni7.ed by c o ~ ~ l i c s  and day llahorcrs. 111: 
c.r)nsu~nd a few howls of  ricz. talking a h ~ u t  thc ncws of the day. or  drank a cup of 
tea whilc smoking his long pipc. He seemed to takc the greatest plcasurr: in this 
crudc and coarse company. The athirs of  thc Ccw lan~ilies that Cormcd his f lock.  
thc dc~mestic events which C K T U ~  in thcir homes formed his htlrimn and absorhcd 
his whole mind. Hr sharcd the total indiffcrtncc which the lowcr classes in China 
rnanifcxt tbr all politiual cvents and he fclt the same holy friyht thcy ice1 for all 
turmoil. all wm in which they inevitably play the mle of Lil~ilhlc mass and cannon 
fdder .  Hc cxtcndod this indiffercncc to thc resr of the univcrsc. The world which 
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he had lcft had no valuc COT him anymore. Thc mrmrlry of his c x l y  y c m  sl-enl~d 
to havc lcft no imprin~ on his mind and nohody could say thal it still p1uckc.d at his 
hcart s t r i n~s .  Thc young French seminarist was truly dcad. pone hcyond rccall. 
What rcmainc-d was a Chinese priest. ' 

A l l h r ~ ~ g h  his cailc dated h n l  further hzlck. thc ~ransfonnatir>n of Father Frnouil 
was less cnmpletc. i'c. found a man who stiIl cried at thc memory of his mtwhcr. a 
Frenchman whosc h a r t  slill swelled when we spokc orour horncland. I Ir inspired 
in us. if not rntm resp-ct. at lcad more sympathy a d r n i ~ d  1 3 t h ~ ~  Prottcau. wc 

1ovt-d Fathcr Fcnouil. At tirst we \wrc able to scc only an admirnblc or f r i~ht f i~ l  
abstraction oCa typ: of idci11 pertection or a mnnstmsity ;~cut)rding to whcthsr rvc 
judged h m  the p i n r  of view of religion o r  from thc human point 01- view. I h c  
s ~ ~ u n d  man appcared to us to bc a ptrirlt. with whom wc had nu1ncn)us f c c l i ~ ~ p  
in common. His natural ardor and his lively imagindion hid 1cd hi111 beyond thc 
rol t  of his position as mis s ionq .  1 ic felt h a t  hu was hum for action. Thc tmuhlc 
in Yunnm wemed to him a cornplc~oly natural opprtrlunity tu enter thc sccnc and 
to p u ~  in the balance the wcight of his activity. of his splx-La1 knowledge. the influcncu- 
given him by the protcclion oC thc Frcnuh legation. He had determined thal thc 
ioterests ot-religion and 1;rance ur~uld only p i n  hy his intcrvcntinn. In thc capacity 
of mandarin. which [sraiusl was auc-rdcd to vicars and vicars apostolic by thc 
most recent trcatics. he unly pruwntcd himself to the pretorian in a statc wonhy of 
his dignity. His chair. the nurnhcr of his prwtcrs and his dress wcrc scrupulou~ly 
those that the Chinese sumptu iy  laws determined. according lo thc rank and 10 

the wason. Hcncc. hc incurrcd considerable exFnsc .  HL' knew all lhc oflificials of 
thc pnjuinuc and was ahlc to elaborate in dctail on thcir chxdcrcr. tbcir origins. 
their ins and outs. Hu sought opprtunil ics to get to know thcm w i ~ h  as much carc 
a s  Father h t t e a u  put into avoiding thrm. As I hnvc said carlicr. viccn)! Lao had 
hccornc sinc-cruly fond of Father Fenouil. Hc: had givcn him a buy yrrr~~crr in lliu 
city OC Yunlrm. He h id  installed a gunp)wdcr k t o p -  in il. hcatl~ul by a lo\\-- 
ranking Christian mandarin. One day. thc dashrdly Muslims. if wc call belie\-c 
Father Fenouil's story. hut morc prohahly shccr carelessness. caulicd Ihc 
manuFxtorq. to hlow up and Father 1:cnouil was ncmly huricd alivc under thc 
debris of his house. This rvcnt causcd sonic moral shock from which hc w;a nor 
zntircly recovered. Hr had imayin~d sinuc thcn that hc was the targel oC powerful 
and numerous cncrny pcm-utions. Thc Muslims accused him ot'actiw in~crwntion 
in h v n r  nf- thc imperial forucs. In thu cycs of Father Fcnouil. hla ta-jcn himsclf. 



&spite his appmnt attachment to the impr ia l  cause. was suspected o f  wcrctly 
Pivoring his fcllow l;.licvcrs pursuing their dn-larcd cncnly through him. This 
harsh and unscrupulous general had tricd scvcral tilnzs to get r id of thc turbulent 
priest: thc lattcr had sun-ived scvcral attempts at p isoning hjnl  only by virtue 01- 
;I vcT gtmd mridotc which he always carried on him. I n  these circumstances. thc 
unforzunatc Fathur Fcnvuil slept with only one cyc closcd and trcmhicd al thc 
sieht of thc Irlwcst-ranking mandarin or the lowest Muslim. Hc displayud the salrlc 
cr>unesy and the sarnu ~ c n i l e  obsquiousncss to ~ h u  lowest x m c d  wasant as to thc 
\-ic-croy hi~tlscli. Actually. hc rv3s ~m I ~ C  he51 of l c r l n ~  with M a  ta,jcn, who thoughr 
he nccdcd his influence to bc crlnfirmcd i n  his ra11li by the imperial Fovcmmcllt. 
Hc. lold us that ihc letter hc had wrillcn to the French cmhssy in F~vt l r  of the 
Muslim gunuril was only thc tr~nslation UC a lc!tcr 01- Ma t;l-Jcn. which hu had 
hcillt forcrd to nlitkc undcr lhrual o f  death and itt thc holtorn o f  which hc had. 
without rcally I;llowinp why: ;=wrirtc~i his signatow. h'm~ncously. Mr. L;IlIcmal~d 
hc.lirved i~ was a Icttcr from thc v i tm  md hc sent him ~ h c  grave rcply wllich wc 
havc alrcady wen. t dhc r  1:cnouil was aware of hnrv much hc h ~ d  ct)~~ipn)~tliwil.rl 
hilnself and how= much hc. might lravc complomiscd thc 1;rcnch Icgation in its [urn 
by suppnting an official who miyht. l h l n  one to thc ncnt. dcclarc his oppraition 
lo thc cmpcror. -1hus. at cvcry opportunity hc spokc ahr~ut thc treitchery i ~ p l i n s ~  
him. I lowc~cr .  i t  would have hcun quitc sinlplc to scnd a ct~untcrvaililllrili~ l e t~ r r  c l r  

rven to wrilc pwciscly ~ h c  oppt~sitc of what Ma la-jcn bad denrandcd sincc in 
Yunrlan nohdy  wrwld hc able I(> chrck thc contents o f  a lctlur in Frcnch. I t  was 
mc>m likely that 1:alhcr Fclinuil had alrci~dy madc this nlrlvu a~lll. despite thc t c r r o ~  
hc had Celt since thc explosion o l ~ h i s ~ u r r r ~ ~ .  had ntlt ah;~ndo~lrd 1111 his pwtcnsicms 
to play an irnpc~rtant pulitical njlc in  his prtjuincc. I I c  still cherished rhc scurct 
h o p  of  kin: xcuplcd as the rcfcrcc by thc t i w  padies. iVc Ccarcd  hat. i C  he 
p-sistcti on this path. i t  rvould rcally hcomc  disastrous fi>r him. ' 

Thr rxisicncc of thcsc p i>r rrtissio~larics who. by dcuotion ;uld to kwp cbwn 
~ h u  uxp~i>cx of thcir Cratc.rnity. al~ntwt all ~ni ldc a prlint o f  hrlnor of rttvcr go i~ lg  
h;~cli 10 lhcir horncland uxccpt ill cawh 01- cxccptionally suric~us illrlcss. wia too 
sad and ~tn, nlcriloritws Cra us to i ~ c l  ilblc to contlcnln thc Ccw politic;~l p c c ~ i d i l l c ~ s  
thi~t hmdom mdc thcitl conmlit. The miskikc orour plucntmrnl wits l o  cncmrqc 
thcnl ant1 cvcn to support thcnt in their ways. 11 oblaincd 1i)r then] itnd i t  m=~l l  
crlntinuc tcj cnsurc thc rthipiclus to1cr;lncc which thuy had conlpromiscd by thcir 
insidious qumcls in th t  cightecnrh ccnlup-. Gcling ;my funhcr Itn~kcd &an, *'C~OUS 
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trl mu: wc risked sxrificinz thr general intcrcst of civili/il~ion ;~nd r)ur ~UIIIIIICKC 

to pcsonal  questions and puruly lwal  rivalries. 

Atirr thr  arrival of h t h c r  1:cnt)uil. our conlacis with tllr authorilics of Yunnan 
k ~ i l m c  mom numtrrcws and morc frirndly. It was only rcluctiln~ly th31 I..athi.r 
l'rotlcau a p ~ d  to play thr  nllc cd-intcrprctcr. f lc  prthcn-d thc calm md nbscuritk= 
nf his mtdcst lift to thc d a n ~ r n w s  h o ~ ~ n r  nf frcqucn~ing ~ h c  city palaces. Father 
Fcnouil. c o n ~ c r s e l ~ .  found hiniscli in his clcrncnt as srwn ax political ncpliutir>n> 
or qucsrions 01-ztiquctto wcru involvzd and hc u r ~ a i n l y  ~ n i l n a ~ c d  sc\:cral tinius tn 
c n g q c  us lurther than wc ourselves w;~ntcd. 

The rcsourcrs 01- thc <..ommission werc mow rlr lcss cxh;ll~slcti. The. rigor\ oi- 

thc tcmpcraturu imd thc rcquircnicnts 01-our official situatiorl ohligcd us to nrakc 
usc oC thc ~nu~~ i f i ccn t  supplics ill the warchouscs of Yuil~lan lo wp1aclc-c. our clrlthcl. 
nnd thc unil i~nns of our cwrln. Wc wcrc in 3 uivilimd cr)untry whcrr: mtm I I I ~ I I  
clscwhurc wc must havu an rlp'n hand: iw had tr) sllow r~~usclvcs zcnurt~us trw;lnl> 
the crrlwd officials and y a r d s  who. by thc courtesy of our hnsts. s u m ~ i ~ ~ ~ d c d  
our cvcry movc. Mr. du LgrCc hcggcd 1:athcr Fcn..ntluil t o  nc~otiatc a loilrl frrlnl h:la 
ta-jcn. The Iilltcr showcd ctnly prwd fccling and crtldial lricndship t o  ~ l l c  vic;ir in 
our midst. The crude struightforwmd~icss of this upst;lrl wldicr wax a guamntcc. 
Cor u s  rhal ~ h c  black dcsipns that Itather Fcnrwil attrihurcd lo hi111 wcrc quitc 
iardginary. Hc imnlcdiatcly offcrcd us all thr n1onc.y wc nrcdtd. ivithout c\-cn 
wanring lo  hcar hIk of rcpilyuirnt and In-atinp a\ nwrc trifle. an ~ ~ \ : ~ I I I C C  ol'*\.cn 
hundred rrrrl.~.' "If you wilily insist or1 paying me hack." hi: addcd "scnd mc. 311 

cquivalcnt valuc in F~L'IICII 3 r l S  whcn you L ' I  to  Shanghai." 

This l int  affair havine yonc \vcll. Mr. dc Ii~zn:'~' rvantcd to lind out tI1cditlic~1l1ii.~ 
which u journey to thc west and a rcconnais\;lncc of-the uppur vallcy thc Mckong 
rivcr would prcscnt. Thc capital rlf thu Mttslini t-ilkls. Tu-Ly. w ; ~  from thc 
gtr>gr;iphic and cr)~il~~lcrc.ii~l point of vitw uric of thc rnrlst ill~ptrrilnl ccnrcrs 01' 
this irgion. Situdtcd k ~ w c ~ ~ ~  lhc l3luc Rivcr and thc Mckc~nz. rlniy ;I \hen distmcc 
I-nj~n both. this city was Ihc kc); trl the r t ~ ~ t c  which linkcd Bul.111a ivith China. BUI 
wttuld wc I<unqx;ms find gr;lcc in the uycs of the ncw govcrnrlicIlt which had jun 
esii~hlishcd itself thew'! Would not thc Uhincsc authorities it.g;~nl a m w ~ i n g  t)i 

French cn\:oq.s and the chicf of a ~riui l~pli ; l~~l  rckll ion with lhc gw;ltcsl dislrus~'! 
Wcjuld it nut siu: in this movc sonic s ~ r l  01-admissirm (11-a,/iri/ c ~ r - r - o ~ ~ t p l i . '  Finally. 
thc state rlCduva?itiltion of the country hc ~ravcrscd. thc g;l~ig\ thal infested thc 
r t d s  aild rt>hbcd c w r y  travclcr rvithrlul distinctirn~. thr fiiliguc and the 501-ry 5ti11i' 



of hcalth oi'c~ur pcnr,nncl, would thcy not rcndcr this attempt wry daring'.' At this 
stage of thc journey. when our principal ohjcc~ivc had hccn attiained. while thc 
return rr~utc by ~hc.  Uluc River was still 0pc.n. quick and cay. was i t  wise to put at 
risk. li)r an unccnzlin result. thc priirc Iattaincd at the coslo11 so many labors and 
so much suffering'! Thcsc wcrc the qucstirjns that our chicCoC n~issic~rl. who was 
i iw the fiht time indcuisivc. posed to  all his traveling cornpiicms. IVc wcn. all rlC 
rhr: upinion that \vc must ~nalrc this last ci'litr~ k t i l r c  tinally ru turn i~~g by rhc. Uluc 
Kivcr nlute. ' 

L:nlitflunatcly. the direct ruutc to I'a-Ly wits ahsolutcly i~ i~pass i~h lc .  l'hc 
temporary viccrny. Song t;l-jcn. and Ma ta-jcn s t a n d  to l a u ~ h  whrn dc I .a_crk 
askcd thcm to conduct llinl to thc dvanci:  p s t s  and to put hi111 there in thc hands 
of thc Whitc trmps. Thcrc wits no m=cll~s~ahlishcd authority in t h t  cilmp of  ~ h c  
rchrls at all. thcy lold us. tor us Lo ncpti i t tc  a safe passi~c for thc Frcr~ch 
Co~ilnlixxion and a saft-conduct dclivcrcd by one ofthuir ~ s n u r i ~ l s .  Mr. cic Lagriu: 
thus rcwlvcd to c i r c u ~ ~ ~ v c n t  the war theater by going LO the ~itlrlh and thus lo  n r d c  
a r~xon~~aissancu ol'the cuurw of the Mukong and thc Bluc Rivcr lo thc hordcrs (11- 
T ik t .  a1 thc sdmc ti~nc. It-. according to what the Chincsc authoritics said. thew 
was nt, unity uCvi~wh and actions arnrmg the Icluslims: this allowcd us to hr~pu that 
a rccommcndation irom unc of thcir militaIy chiefs wtluld havc an influcncl: on 
his mllCagucs. Ct,rjvcrscly. rhc religious link was c>mnipotrnt and Mr. du L i i g r t ~  
thought cjC oh~aining thc blessing 01- the Lrro-prrpir to fxilitatr: our jrlurncq. to I i l -  

1.y. I have alrcady s p k c n  about this singular pcrsclni~lity: il- hu rnanagcd to pla>= 
only a ridiuulrlus political role. hc rcmaincd [he r)hjcct. firm Ihc rcliyirlus p i n t  oC 
\=icw. clidcrp vcncration. Officially rccognizcd by the Chincw guvcnlnlcnt 3s thc 
religious uhic1-ot thc blusli~ns in the prtjvinc-c. hc cnjoycd a s  such a considcrahlc 
rdlarq' a11d official prestige. The Chincsc gclvcrnment had ~ ~ I ~ L ' Y L x I  that it  WAS il 

hcalthy ptlicy to h ~ g y l c  rlvcr neither lo  indicatc clr ir ly to thc Ika~ic i l l  i ~ c l h e ~ n t s  
of thr Koran thar it did nut at all r>ppow ~ h c i r  rcli9ious k l i c f s  only that it  r c jcc t~d 
their political pwlcnsions. 

I J p n  his arrival in Yunnan. Mr. dc I ~ g r k  did nc* posscss the infi>rnii~~ir>n to 
apprcciatc this particular siluation wcll. I'carinp to i~rt,usc thc susccptihili~ics oC 
[hc Chincw authoritics if he showed ten, much hastc tu link himwlf to one of  thcir 
chd advcrsi~ric~. hc 1ct scvcrd d;~ys PL~S k f u r c  raying a visit to thc I r t o - / ~ / x r .  
This touchy old man. whose trivcls had brtradcncd his mind a ~ i d  who had a mom 
accuriltc idca than his lkllow citizcns ahr~ut h'cstcrn suicnct i ~ d  thc. rtdc of 
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Eumpcans in the world. thought we scorned him and was the morc hurt sincc hc 
was con.wir>us of meriting it Icss. When Mr. de  I-agree finally prcscnt~xl himself at 
hih place. he sent out thu reply thal hc \\,as ntd at  home  Fathcr b:cnouil arri\=cd in 
timt: to rcnrw the compro~nised relations. The g r u d p  of the 11ro-p1lnr crwld not 
w i l h s t d  his curiosity. The vicar adroitly Ict him h o w  that <>nu ofthe mcrnhcrs of 
the expedition was in charge o r  astronomy and that he \v..ould tind in him ;m 

unlizhtcned adcpt of his fauoritc sciencc. Viry . w n  I wccivcd a scries of question?; 
and pmblcms llhrjut the distanuc of the planets md the shrs. abut cclipscs and 
corncts. from thc hluslim mufti. I answcrcd thc111 discrcclly. Ictting him ~ n d ~ n t i l n i l  
more or less in t h r w  tcrnls the admiration that I felt tor the authic~r o r q u ~  -5 t' I O ~ S  MI 

Icarncd: "ccmin pas of the mcssagc that hc had thc srwd will to scnd to n~c .  
testify la studics so  deep that I havc everything logain from a ciconfcrimc-c w i ~ h  him 
only  A discussion in p i n o n  can clarify a k w  doubts." 

The Lrin-jlrrpr. finally swing himhelCapprcciatcx1. t i> rp t  his pricf ilnd agreed IU 

a rnccling. 

I went in ro him with Commandurdc I.iign!c m d   he vicx. A nn11lbr oCkli.licvcr\ 
respcctl'ull~ attended this confcrcncc which. in thcir cyc*. would shattcr thc deep 
scicnct of rhcir master. A mqnificent tclcsctlpe placcd c>n a tripod. a few 11li1ps 
rlisplaycd or1 a table. co~npletcd thc pcrtiwmancc. I srnm discovcrcd that thc owncr 
had l i t~lc lhmilixity with the u w  icol thest r ~ h j w t s .  Ihc tclcstopc cspccially h;lJ 
ncvcr hcyn uscd and the i1ro-prp1 contldcd in us with a ucrtajn c m h m s ? ; n ~ c n t  
rhat. rlcspilc thc h i ~ h  price hc had paid for it in Sin~aprc. .  thih instrumen1 11iol;t 
havc bclrn dam;lgcd on thc r t ~ d  bcrauw since its arrival in K~nnan  they had IIOI 

heen ablc to see anythins lhrrlugh it. The nr;mcuwrc~Ccalihrating. which was cklnc 
wit11 ;I 5c.rc.w. had cr>~nplcrcly ewapcd thc Ici~rllcd Fclusli~ll nlul-ti. I rcp1;rcd thc 
astn>nomic cyrpicci. by a terrestrial onc. 1 pointcd thc vicwcr lotvl..ards it  dislirnr 
point on the i;tkc which wc wcrc able tic) scr t n > ~ n  thu windows of thc apilnnicnt. I 
drclarcti. ro save our host's face. that indwd thcn- ~ o n ~ n h i n ~  wrung in thc 
rl~cchanisll~ of ~ h c  i n s t r u ~ l ~ c ~ ~ t  which 1 had b c ~ n  ahlu to rcpair and insitcd him t(1 

milkc usc oi the instrunlait. His joy was of the grralest whcn he saw thilt this 
kaut i lu l  p iwe ot'cquip~acnt. hmueht to Yunnan at such gwat cc~st and which had 
until thc prcwnt t i ~ n c  h'u11 left idle in his hands. h;d rccr>vcrc.d all its r l p ~ i ~ a l  
pjwcrs. Thc whole assembly succcs?;ivcly wt thcir ryc lo  the tclc\copc and put its 
p w c r s  to thc tcst. searching all points of the  horizon. Then. changing thc glasws. 
1 ~n;ldc thcln study the sun and thc Lro-prpr u s 4  the rwc'wion lo prcscnt a thcicjc 



ahout thix star. Father lknouil made nle use thc must suivahle language to show off 
rhc knowledge of thc mufti and increa.~  lhc admiralion of  his listeners: from ~ h c n  
onwards thc fricndship of the Idto-lwrlwr was won irrevncahlp 

Nk- then confided to him our travel plan and twr Ccars that we would sc-c clur 
scicn~ific mission hcld up and our geo~raphical  research compnllniscd by thc 
mistrust 01- Ihe two u=wring parties. The Imufti 1 said: "Do not h a w  an); illusions in 
this rcgard. 1 am thc only cmc here to apprcciatc the objective or your journey. I t  is 
impos ihk  for the ignorant and crude people who surround us to hclicvc that the 
progrehs oj-scjcncc is ~ h c  only motivc which mics you cndurc st) lnuch fatitiguc 
and run such grave dangers. But fortunately I enjoy ptrat influcncc ovsr 111- ccr 
hlievers in -1-a--I-y and I place it  cnlircly at your >ervicc. I will inmwdiatcly wrirc 
a lsttcr which will. I hopis. serve you as a passpurt and facilita~c your kv t~k ."  

Indrcd. a few days latcr. h t  sent us a Irmz slatelllent of his caw. ill which hc 
unplaillcd a1 I c n ~ t h  in thc hrm~bnztic and prctuntious style uf Chinew writem that 
ita crllturies China had altmcled thc curiosily o i  loreigncrs and that ~ h c y  hihad k ~ n  
wxn cornin? from thc 1;lrthest ctluntrius to bring tr ihu~c to thc .Middlr Ihp i r c .  
Thcn hc iiddcd: "Thc Frcnch chief I .a (1-agrc~). live of his collragucs ihalld ;ha frw 
soldicrs have ohtaillcrl tnoln thc cmprmr thr ilt~thorizatirm to ciltcr China and lo  
ircrly visit cvcry parl o l  this vast tcrritorq.. Thcir ohjrctivc is t c ~  rcplrl 10 thcir 
sc>vcrcign the most esacl number r d '  rlit~uillihains. 01- lakes ;nld 01- riven thal rhcy 
tr;lvrrscd. surely in order to offcr him 3 ncw mihap of thcir -jrlur~icy anrl roblain thc 
rihanks md h e  hrlurm 50 lnuch dcscn-crl by this work rll'ptience. That is the r~hj'ctiv-'c 
tor which thc forcipncrs havc undcrtakun thc rthrt uT such ;I lo r~p and diflicult 
~narch. the cxtwnlr.5 (of ciimatc and thc dingsrs of wild alliln;~lt; and handits. 1 hitr-c 
qucstioncd lhcllha and 1 found thcir Ilcihan lruc. thcir hrmusty irrcpnrachable ;nd 
thcir ways y c ~ l ~ l c .  They inrcnd to vihit Ti-[.?. 1,i-Kiitry. h n g - p c  and ~hr :  borders 
r)C rhc counlrie> o t  the Mien mci thc Tsc-Ynng. I rcqucst all ~ h c  Muslims. ill1 ~ h c  
Chincw and all Ihc h r h x i a ~ l s  Ihat inhahit ~ h c w  regions to Ict thcw Fi'~'r~chmcn 
p ~ s s  wi~hout Ict or hindmncc ill any way. [join: so will crmtorln with ~ h c  llrlly 
dynasty ot--1-i-tsin who vt~uchsihafes an cqual ~ twxl~lcss  toward cuc.n:oilr. wiihout 
distinctirln of-country o r  ni11ion;llity. 

"On ~ h c  strength of which. I. by the grace of thc cmpcna. diyniliir>= ofthc wct>~ld 
order. grmd muRi oC the pmvillcr of Yunnnn. rciimliur r)t thc cold family M~I-Ic- 
sin. and chilrgrd hy c i ~ h t y  ycars. havc givcn thc ahttvc letter.* 



Funhcr Tri~vcls in I.aos and ill Yunnan 

Ihc rcadur can .we t h ; ~  nothing was more ov~horlox from thc political prlinl of 
vicw than this p s s p o n  o i thc  Ixto- l~rrl~rr .  IIc madt no allusion to his past rckllioll 
and showed I l i~~ l s~ ' l f  to his C ' ( F ~ ~ I C V U K S  of h-Ly as  a loyal subjcut rjl'thc clllpunjr. 

The \=iccmy of Yunnan F i v e  LIS in his lurn a,fillr-ptr! or ~ n n i l  to circulate. The. 
only itincrar); which n=as indicated in it was our return journcy by Ti>nz-~chr>ur~~.  
Tcharr ton~.  thc Blut  River and Shanghai. A low-ra~lking Christian mandarin 
wcaring a ot~ppcr plolrolc was dcputcd to accompany us up t(1 -Iim~-khrluen. 

W e  lcft Yunnan on 8 January Dcspitc a rust rlCtwo W C C ~ S .  the health of  somc of 
thc Annamitcs oi'lhc cscon was tcw badly all'cctcd by weariness and rhc ticmanding 
climate of Yunnan for u h  10 ask to ~o to Ta-Ly. For w c h  iln cxprdilion. wc nrrdcd 
solid cscr>rtinz nicll. g t ~ l d  111archcrs who were 111jt likely to k c ~ n l ~  a drawh~ck.  
S o  Mr. dl: LagrC~ hiid rcsr>lvcd to send our wcilkcr cscorls. u=ith twr nrllcs. niitp'i. 
drwumcnls and all thc ullneccssar\.. l u ~ g ~ g c .  tr1 t h t  vicar i~poslolic who rcsidcd 1101 

far from Siu-tchzou. a trlwn on thu hanks of the Bluc Kivcr whcrc wi. wat~ld hi1t.c 
to cmhxl i  filrally lor Shanghai. to wait lis our rcturn firm -1%--I.y. 11 was ill Ttt11g- 
~choucll Illat Illis division c>C thc uxpcdi~iull into two pds would havr lo t i k c '  

placc. W c  did 11c)t k l l t )~= lhcn that rhc chi t fof  thc cspcdition would tk: alnrtlig thc 
sick and incapahlc 100. 

t:athcr Funouil lei1 Yunnall with us. I Ie was w~unling to Kiu-tsing. IVr tri\:clcd 
t o ~ c t h c r  litr two days. Hc wcnr in a chair: rvc wcnt on horschxk rlr 011 litot. ' 
I-caviny l'rr~lll thc south-cast quartcr of Y~I I~ I I~ I I I .  the paved mad wcnl trjwird?; IIIC 
nonh clf thc prc~\.incc. c r o s s ~ d  twrl slllall chains of  hills and passcd T;~-pall kiao. ;I 

big sut!lcnlrnt situated on an aCflurllt of thc lakc. l'hat WAS our firs1 strq-xwcr. Tit- 
pan kiar) was fanlous in ~ h c  histclry of Yunniln. -Ihc Monyol offictr who was in 
curnr~li~~~rlcl l-  Yunnan in 1381 ciu~le to this placc. to surrender lo the gcnrral 01-lhc 
arms scat hy thc Minzs to rnsurc that thcir au~horily rc-sp'ctd. Al this timc. 
the prince ol' Yunnan. a duscc~~dant of- Khrluhilai Kh;m and thc Iilxt rcprcscntativc 
o l  !hc conqucrcd dynk~~_v  01- IIIC Yuen in thc Iirnpirc. ~hrcrv lli~~lsrll~ inlo thc lakc 
with his wife. his hlllily and his first rninistcr. Ta-ti-leu. 

Bqrjiltl Fa-pan kiao then. wax a \-.aslil. u~dulating. uncultiva~cd plaill. cri?;scn)wxl 

ill all dirccliclns h>= urlnuclys rlC hcasts of  hurdcn and narrow. Iurv ca i~s .  bringing lo 
111c c i ~  y thc ncccssary fucl w1trd which thc ct>nlplc.tcly dclitru?i~ctl iulnlrdiali. 
surrr>undings crluld Iir)t supply. A qwad  of Chinew. trtwlps wcrc fr>llrlwin~ thc 



uiillrlc n u l c  md arrivcd at the same tilllc in thc villilgc or k'ang-lin. Thc inns uf thc 
market town wen- sorm lillod to the brim with soldiers and  he I d s i n g s  which wc 
r~cupicd 011 thc iirst flrmr 01.3 prclty. big inn w c c  undcr thrcal o f k i n g  myuisiticl~lcrl 
h;. thcm. At length. h u ~  in vain. wc explained IV thcm our slatus as gucsts o i  Ihc 
cnlpcror. Thc Chincsc xuldicr did I I ~ M  rccrlgnixc any chicf and did not h > w  lo  ; I I I ~  

discipline. Filthrr Fci~vuil addrcswd the amly c m w l  [hat thrrmgcd the ctlurlyard 
and thr steps or thr ztain-asc that lcd 10 orrr morns. His cloqucncc w ~ s  usclrss: 
~ h r y  wantcd lo  wc thc forcignch and thc soldiers had alrcady u l i n h d  up and 
t i l l ~ d  the antcrtwlnl. I had rccoursc l o  hci~vy rncasulw: our :\ltllamitc scrgcilnl. 
who was only waiting for the signal and cha~~nping at the hit 31 such lack ofrcspect. 
jumpcd on thcm. togelhcr with his fiirllds. and started dealing blows with the 
rifle-butt to those who cntrrcd firs1 and trl~iihlcd tlicnl hack into ~ h c  ctlurty;ird. 
Tivo guards trwk up their p s i s  at  thc door to the stairc-&st. wilh bayollets iixud. 
C;KII shouls msc from thc crowd. stoncs rcachcd the windows. I k z g c d  Father 
Fcnuuil lo  anllcwncc in gord Chinrsc [hat wc wt>uld opcn fire on ~ h t  i~ggn-ssw\. 
But the pxa pricst had lost hi5 hcad conlplctcly. .weins thc unhcard-of audacity 01- 
rlur Annaniites. and hc wils astrmishcd that we had no1 yet k e n  cut to piccrs. 
In?i!rad of ~hrcals  hc addrcsscd pleas to rhc sddicrs. Hu adnli~tcd our wrnngs. Ilc 
allcgcd rlur ipnoranc-i: o l ~ h c  cus~oms. Hc said that wc asked forzivencss. Trusting 
in  his language. an oCCiccr prcscntcd himscli' ilt rhc drwlr and was 1111't with IIIC 
point of ;1 bayrjnct. IIc s t cppd  hack. scnrctl. and s t a n ~ d  to shout that thc guilty 
~k_"snn sh~111ld he c x ~ ~ u t c d .  The noiw redr)uhl~ul. Their lances and hitlkrds mt)vctl. 
hut they wcrc itn) 1011g lo hc allythins hut a nuisance on the narrow shircasc. 
Idthcr Fcaouil h.gg~ul mc and our esctm not tr, opplsc nlen whcj wcrc uscd Ilcvcr 
10 rncctinp any rrsislancc. f Ic plilccd hinisc1f~hctwcu.n thc guards and the audilcious 
nlcn who wcrc gct~ing ~ 3 d y  1c1 renew Ihi: ilssault on ~ h c  dcwr and hc savcd thcm 
many thumps. Thcsc rcrrihli. pcoplc were happy t(1 appear l r l  g1;inr his untrcali's. 
hut they dcmandcxl that their chicf should hc allowed 10 apprcli~ch C'ommandcr Jc 
1.agri.r. Thc Iaitcr agrccd Ir) shun= hin~sclf. It was a1 this moment Lhat they asked 
hi111 whnhcr hc had an eye in thc hduk 01-his hcid. Rcvol t~d  by sue-h childishness 
and l i l ld in~ thc. language r~CFathcr FcnouiI trw crllollicnt fin the c i ~ u ~ i l s ~ i ~ n c c s .  he 
was in a sratc of suffcriag which alrcildy rcvcalcd his Cculil~ps clrarly. and Mr. dc 
L . a y 6 ~  drcw hack into his room and dcclincd ncw p;alcys. I had t o  rcccivc 1hc111 in 
hi:; plxc. 





Chapter X 

Thc diffcrcnt oGccrs of the regiment oCtrocbps and the authorities of the v i l l a ~ c  
suucrssively camc t o  talk with mc. rlr hcttcr with Filrhcr t'cnouil who passcd mil 
!heir demands for appciamncc sake, but whn nnly answered then1 as hc fanci~d. 
More than his rcpuatcd apologies. the rcsolut~on of c~ur men actually put an end to 
ilic turmoil. The vicar had heard the mosl atnwious threats against thcrn md hc 
had hcg~cd nlc to stop thcrn cntcring (he cnurtyard. to attcnd to the vllriivl care 
that our horsus and luggasc nccdcd. I did nonc of that and the vicar war amazcd to 
see them comc and go without hindrmcc amid thc crtlwd which rcspru-[fully gave 
way to allow thc111 to pass. " 

Ymp-lin was si tuat~d clow to a lakc. on thc shores of which a chain of mountains 
going straight t r ~  ~ h c  north hcrc. dicd out. It was to thc cast of-this chain thdt the 
citics oI -Sonyning and Ma-long. principal stoprwers of  IGthcr Fc~~nui l ' s~~ournuy 
to Kiu-tsing. wcrc located. Forrlur part. we would :{I to the wcht sidc ofthis chain. 
The hour ol' parling had comc. This prizst. whom wc had known for hart-ly six 
days. had hcconlc our ti-iend. As fca him. he IcCt. never to SLY again hc lellow 
citizens with who111. for the first timi: in twenty ycms. hc had h e n  able to talk 
a b u t  1;rancr and those closc to him. His eyes gl is tcn~d with Icam and wc wcrc 
tln1y ahlc ro hold hack our painful lkclings by cnchanping a last handshakc with 
h i m  

On It) January wc pmr.~~..dl.rl across a vast. inlcn.wly cultivated plain which was 
i~dmirahly walerod by numcrrws cml i / .ud  brooks. Curlains of cyprcsws h ~ r d e l r d  
~ h c  m ~ d s  in thc vicinity ol'villagrs. Big farms sprc-ad out in all d i r ~ c t i m s  anlid thc 
fields. Agricultural utcnsils. mulus and h s t s  that wcrc scol  clow tu thc. dwellings. 
thc nature of- thc cmps. thc appcwancc of thc vtgctatinn and the snakes which 
shonc in the branches. gave this landscape a Eunlpulln appxarnncc which fillcd us 
with joy. Anyunr. who \w)uld pmposc to c n c h m y  this  non no to no us sccnc. lacking 
in picturrsqur or ncW Lhings. Tor the prctticr ;md nlrw virsin rorcsts of 130s. 
would cenainly hc rccuived very badly. 

Tbc nrxt day thcrc were some hill> in thc plain. A few Iakcs a p p c i ~ r ~ d  in thc 
folds oC ~ h r  terrain. Hills row icrn our lefr sidc and f o m d  a namnv and rcputcdly 
dangcrttu~ chasm. w i h  thc chain. to which we had comc much closer. on ihc r i ~ h t  
sidc. Thc. rcd. uncultiva~cd hilltops. which msc on both sidcs rlf tho road. sccmcd 
to hc afflicted hy an incurable hamnncss. The villages k c a n i c  rarcr Most of 
thmc that we p ~ s s ~ u i  wcrc clnly heaps oC ruins. The h?Iuslims had ravagcd terribly 
this region whcrc they had numemus u t~k l i eve r s .  The latter continued after their 



Funher -1'ravels in I.aos and in Yunnan 

dcpmturc to hold the Chinehe population. which to us sl~rntxi tmnlhling mduowctl. 
in suhjcction. 

On ~ h c  twelfth wc dcwcnded thc bed of a ravinc which won c h a n p d  into a 
b m k .  A d ~ r p  vallcy clpcncd hetbrc us: it was that o r  thc Li-tang-ho. thc rivur 
which flowed into the Blue Kivcr not far from ~ti~n~-tt 'hout.n." Wk Collrlwed its 
hanks. on which hcautilul and leafy foliage srmn appcarcd. to thc village of Kc~n- 
~c-hang at the c;rlnflucncc of a 1rihuta-y from ~ h c  r+ht bank. Bcforc wc arrivcd 
there. we had thc painful expcricncu oisceing Koyd. the horse which thc king nt 
Xicng Tong had given to Commander de 1agri.c. succumb on thc rrl;ul. Our poacrs 
thought hc had hucn pr3iwncd by a hfuslin~ whom wc hid dixciplind the prcccdin~ 
cvcning. This insolent pcrsrm. k i n g  used trl sccing cveryhody givc way t o  him. 
had clairncd the c.rclusivc right tn wll us supplies and had raiscd his Jcniands so 
high thal wc had put him o u ~  clC the duor without lurther ado. to  his great loss of  
fact: and thc astoni?;hmmt of thc inhabitants or the v i l la~c .  According 10 rcpr t .  
this inridcnt wwld have rcsulced in thc poisoning of onc ofourhofics. Rut D t ~ t u r  
Jnukr t .  whr) had cxtcndcd his carc to the prwr animal. confided to nlc that ii kid 
died or indi2estion. If ~ h c  doctor had had at his d i spsa l  one of those instnrrnu~~ts 
which MoliGrc rnanapcd to put on  stage. Royal would havc cscapud thc 
conscqucnces of his gr~vdiness. His h d y  was cut up by thc Chincsc Iwials who 
cnjoq'cd their gtw~d luck. In thcsc times of war and scarcity. ~l~eat+\-'cp-whcn' ill 
China a 1u.u~~-hccanlc an invaluahlc rod.  It is known that the Chincsc do  not aat 
all entertain thc prejudices ayainst ucnain meats which cven rhc d c ~ r s  coC the 1;lst 

war did not manage to cradicalc in our own country. '" 
We restcd at Kon-tchang thc whole day of ~ h c  rounwnth. Mr. dc La@t w;ls 

afflictlxl by a continuous fever and hy a stitch which obliged us to stop. I h i s  plauu 
was por)r and without rcsoun-cs. As mighl hL' cxpected from its name ( ~ c h r u r ~ y  
means mine in Chinese). thcrc wcre repositories of  copper and zinc in thc vicinity. 
A small rivcr cut its windinz bod. l i n e d  with stones. in the flanks of the p la tc~u 
which hrmlcrcd the vallcy of thc Li-tang-ho m the cast. We a.w~ndcd this bed for 
sornc lime and climbed a_e;lin on ro the p l ~ w  which was ;II this point ofan awragc 
altitudc of two thousand six hundred mctcrs. Thc populatinn of this rcgion, rathur 
thinly spread. had lost its Chinese look again and showed quite il lot of foreign 
hltnd. The houses wcrc built of adobe. Only oats and p t a t r x s  _grew on the summits. 
which were inccssandy swept by glacial winds. A few stunted hushes hardy 
managed to find shcltcr in the tblds of the terrain. Hcrc and thzrt. wc mct lrlng 
trails of snow which ~ h t  weakened rays of the sun wcrc unahlc to melt. 



Our  portrrs fro111 Kon-1ch:lng. fri~htened by the lony itineriiry that thuy still had 
to cover in this barren country. ran away during! the night and wc wcre obliged to 
<ummon thc inhnhitanls of this poor lia~iilcl hy foroc. 

The same cvcning wc rnet a low-ranking niandarin. acnt to meet u\. with an 
escort. hy tlic niililary cc~m~iianrlcr of Tong-tchoitcn. He procured sufficient Incnnc 
of transpc>rintion for us tuid Mr. clc La@, wIio\c illnoas perqisted. would [he nhle 
to] contlnuc his journey hy pnlanquin. 

Plate 31 Art i~ii~ni,qrc~nt~from Hrntirrrr on the ttqc.st~nt bodrr  of Cliiti(r (~lrcrlt.in,y IVY 
Gilbert, hos~cl  or1 ( r  sketch qf L. D ~ l n p o t - t ~ ) .  
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1-hr next day wc passed nvcr a hipli peak un which thc hxct~netcr indica~crd 533 
~nillimetcrs. Nor far away. on clur lctt sidc. row a peak cmwned with SIIOW. thc 
altitudc oC which would he a little less than lour thousand ~nelcrs. Luge dcTp 
crevices. which lookcd likc vast tn'nchcs. cut the plateau on all sidcs and i~ swrncd 
lo fall away slightly towards the north. Wc descended 10 the hortrlm oi'r~nc of-thcsc 
hugc c h i n c l s .  which w n c d  in the sprine as drainage cauals for rainwater. and wc 
w i v r d  ill thc simblc nrxkct  own ofTay-phou. whcrc the s h o p  wurc ma~nificcntly 
supplied. bccaust of thc approaching Chioew Ficw YLX A ppc~pulation u=ith thr 
rntlst m i x 4  and piclurcsquc appcamncc had throngcd Croni tht: surrounding 
mounrains and giathercd h-fore thc displiys. I h r  inn u l thc  p l x c  was dcckrd rt-i-ilh 
Ilags in our hunur. We rcueivcd a ct~mfortablc rcczption 1hc.n.. 

-lhy-phr>u was si~uated on the banks of a brook which a I ittlc Carlhcr on kc'amc 
thc: rivtr of-Ion?-~chouen. On 18 January. alier having walked a Few kilornc~crs r)n 
fool. ivc u=cre able rn hrxud a big hut and rapidly dclicend the rivcr. d u r i n ~  whiuli 
timc our I ~ ~ g p g c  wen1 on the hacks of porters alone the route which follow~ul the 
sjdcs 01- thc \-.ilIlcy. Thc w a r m  werc lrlw and thc rapids plentiful. bill our vcswl 
with its flat h l t t o ~ ~ ~  glidcd casily ovcr the sroncs, thanks t o  thc vigorous cllilns of 
t l ~ c  crew who rdicn 5 1 u p ~ d  ink) the wimr. Lkspi~c  the casc of pmgrcss and [hi' 
spccd of our [journeyl. thc horrihlc 1;lndr;c;lpc wc saw mdt Ihc eight houri‘ 
naviyatiun which scpamted us frrmi Ton?-tc-hriucn seem quirc lone. lu:o walls rjl- 
hare. reddish rock. cut into by mvincs [causcdl by the rains, without a sin& tree. 
wi~hout a hladc of p s s .  restric-tcd our vicw on all sidcs and our cF.r. scarched in 
vain to 1ind a rcstiny-poinr. Nor a singlc cloud came to temper thc blazing light. 
7bc sky was clcar blue and 01. a dispiriting trnifimni~y. A wind hlcrv frnm thc 
south-south-west with intcrmillcnt gusts and it produced a stridcnt and dismal 
noisc by howling through the hollows of the valley. Thew werc ;I 1L.w sparss 
tishcrmcn's houses. the walls of which w=crc composcd of stoncs. plxcd onc (In 
top ol- each other ~vithout ccnlent. This was surely how wc should cnvisagc a 
counrc- in whow veins ran copper and which mplaccd thc fruils of thc soil by 
mc~allurgical pnxiucts. By 4 p.m. we cntercd a laleral calla1 which dc1ivcn.d pitn 
o r  thr rivcr's water to .lbng-~chnucn. Tht n~ountains wirh thcir dali~(led crowi~\ 
zrcw nmrc distant. forming a hugc circle. A grcat plain o p c n d  helbrc us. Crops 
reappcarcd and ~ h c  c i ~ y  of Ton:-tuhot~r~l with its rcctangulllr crcnclatcd p r i l p l  
ros2 hCr11re US. \V: passcd through a partly ruincd quarlcr whcre numcrous stonc 
bridges Corccd us to luwcr our hmds  rvcry so  orrun. 



h i ~ h l  had already fallen whcn we azlm=cd at thc pilgrda in which Iodpi~~gs had 
k c n  prepmd 1Elr us. This pagda  was situalud right insidc ~ h c  wall and scvcrc 
ordcrs llad h c n  issucd tha! our rcst was no1 t o  be distukd: large courtymls and 
solid dotm wparatcd us h ~ n  the cxlcrior. The luxury of ~ h u  building and thc 
spacc which was rcscRud fur uh left nothing lo bL' Jcsircd. W c  had rincver cornc s o  

closr: to colnfort. Thc cxistencc which wc had led for ttw yeafi. wab surely cnou~li  
IU ~ o a k c  us apprcuia~r Ihc quiclncss and rcst of this co~~~fr lrtahlc  rctrcat. 
I!nionuoately. it lvould hc ~ h r  cndpoinl rlC his difficult mlyswy fclr our h i ~ h l y  
cs~cc~ncd Icadcr. 



Chapter 9 

Fang h-jcn, a militarj= mandarin with a rcd button zlnd the superior commdcr of 
the re_eion of Yunnan t h a ~  was calledrI'on-tan. ' clCwhich .tbng-tchouun and Tchao- 
tony wcrc the principal citics, hastened to makc a visit to the chief of he uxpodilion 
the day after our arrival. We found him to hc cine of those gcncrals that were a little 
improvised hut whosi: cncrgy and r n i l i t q  lalcnts had irnrncdialely elevated them 
to the first rank. Hr had [achieved] great suuccsses over thc Muslims who, thanks 
IV him. had newr bc-n  able to rcach Tong-tchouen. Hc had uvcn pushed them 
back to a liltlc distance from 111-1-y by chasing them out of thc cities of Houcy-1y 
~cheou and Yong-w. The hluslims who had been drivcn hack to the borders of 
Kin-cha Kiang. w m e d  lost rvirhou~ [ h q x  011 return when Ym_e [a-jen ahandonud 
the pursuit llnd quietly retraced his slcps. The stnry lwnt  m u n d  that . . . a mulu 
loaded with silver, which they had scnt, had reminded Yang ta-jen that the cncmy 
gcncral wis also his relative. 11 was further said Lhat his father had c t ~ m r n i ~ ~ c d  
suicide on learning of this forfeiture. Yang ta-jen had a Muslim wife. 

The: rumors one obtained when ~ivcl in_e  in countries in which  here was virtually 
no  publicly expressed opinion could rm1y be accepted wilh the greatest of 
reservations. and news remaincd indefinitely nothing hut rumors and 'They say". 
Thc awe of some. the enag_gcrativns of others. the cautions and the popular 
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prejudices could always lead thuir lives hcuause the hlcs thcy prtwluc~vi c scapd  
ctlnlridict ions and any controls. Suppose for a rnoolcnt thal rhc press did no1 exist 
in Europe:  he wader can imagine. cspccially when turmtlil and polilical upsets 
hid i n ~ c r m p l ~ d  ~ h c  rcyularcr~ursc c>Czvcnts. whd h~ltastic rumclrs and whar singular 
news wi-.c~~ld spwad anlong thc public. Twcnty leasucs away. thc si~l~plcst   CIS 
wwld hc altered to thc point of huon~in:  ah~> lu t e ly  unrcct~gnizahlc. 

That the difiicully we had me( with. c x h  tinlr wc \vantcd 10, uul a11 exzlc'l 
rcpm of  thu cventu t h a ~  had h a p p n d  in any lhzatzr of action that we visitcrl in 
China. 'I'hc missionaries who l iwd with thc hluslin~s had ~ i v c n  us dianlctrically 
rlppr~scd as.wssnlcnts of  he rrdc o f lhc  principal aclors of lhu balilc. as corrlparcd 
to thosc we could ohhi11 from thcir colleayuus in the ckst of thc provini-c. On both 
sides lhcy lacked thu nlzans toch~x-k and to a~ccrtain for ~ h c ~ ~ ~ s c l v c s  the rciility of 
~ h c  accu~ations nr the Fxts nf war which thc puhlic rumors depicted. By ~ h r  facr 
t h ~ t  onc liocs in a czrtain cnuin>nmcnt. clnc cnds up sharing its rallcors or i13 
sympathies. Our prcwncc in thc rcgion yavc rise. in its tunl. to s l r any  runlors and 
incndihlc exa~gc ra t io~~s .  of which I h a w  alrcildy riled cx;irnplcs. 

Facing this u~~ccrtainty. [he rcadcrcim understand how dinicult i t  w ~ s  ~scl~ilrtin~cs 
to assess thc conduct we should maintain ~-i.v-ri-~~i.' m i l i i l i  comnrandcrs. The. 
struggle was clltircly supported hy the locals. allion: whom ~ h z  impcrialis~s o C  
yesterday tllicn wcrc ~ h c  rebcls of 1onlorn)w. Convcrscl. ~ h c  civilian nrandarins. 
whn twrc all strangers to thc pmvincc and incon(cshhly loyal to thc C I I I ~ ~ I K .  

wzn. without authrwily and prcsti2c and thcy wcrc trcmhling for f c i  thai thcir 
head would hc omcrcd a s  a tokun I<> thc opprlsi~~g pfiy. This k i n g  thu caw. rhc 
nriorily of [hem thought i t  mow prudcnl n t l  lo  occupy thcir post a l ~ d  to wait. ill 
smnc nuiphhring province. for the cnd of the slilorm lo uulllc. The viceroy hi~nsclf. 
who had hcen ntlnlinatcd as a rrplaccnicnt for thc L r r o ,  adoplctl this wisu 
tcmpori/;ltiun by his own cxall~plc. Thi: ccntral power. which f ta  srvcral yc;n 
had not pivrn a sign of life. ncvcrthclcss wnt nloncy. arnis and supplies to hala la- 
jcn upon thc inlcrvcntion of Mr. de  Lallc~i~ilnd. W-c s~i l l  trcmhlcd for Icar l h a ~  [his 
shipmcnt m i g h ~  hc k i n g  made to a traitor and the hous ind  rurllt)rs wc c-r)llcc~cd 
during our joumcy to 7i1-Ly conlirmcd uh in this irnpr~s. - -clon. 

I3ul it is only with rhr k n c t i ~  o f ~ h c  p ~ c c d i n g  ohsc rva~ io~~s  in mind 111;it I continuc 
to sivc lor~r irnprcssionsl rh' [his [ s f r u g ~ l c ]  day by day. 11 is i n ~ p n ~ k i h l c  thar a 
d rh i l~u i  i111d flawless histtjr). o f  !he war in Yunnan will cvcr hc wrirtcn. Ihc 1i11lc 
t h d  the reader will find hcrc. nlighl pcrhapb suficc Cur him to apprruiatc its dra~i~ilric 



intcrcst and thc novclty and thu originality of ~hc.  typus which it  rcvcald.  

Yans h-jcn appxarcd lo he a man [poswased] nf an cncvy  cqual tu that of Ma 
ta-jcn but hlcssed with a mom wcll-thought*ut strategy and a less whimsical nlilid. 
His outcr a p p c i a ~ l c c  had nonc of the brutality of a soldicr and d isp layd only his 
candor. 011 20 January wc paid our rcturn visit and wc wcrc pleased lo find at his 
plxc the clcpance nf furni~urc. thc Chi~lcsc luxury oCgucwl tastc which the ruinud 
Firrrlcrr of the viccroy rlC Yunnan was unable to offer us and which contr~stcd with 

thc pcwlr-quality riches and the upstart tune of Ma h-jcn's villa. A delicious rnral 
was se\~;.r.J in a plcxwnr hludoir. which was .wpamtcd h r n  thc rcst o C  ~ h c  p~ l i l c r  
by ;I g;lrdcn adorncd with rarc flowers and thc rniniatun: trccs in thc n-prtductio~l 
c ~ f  which thc Chinuw cxcellcd. While wc wtre eating mangos and srvcets. 
accon~panicd by the. unavoidilble cup of tra. our host displayed a tvholc coilcctiun 
oC European Ivcapons which had to ccdc in nrl respect to that of Ma ta-jen. His 
objcctivc was not to show them off to us. hut to asccflain thc n.31 priucs and ~ h c  
~ s p c c r i v c  merits o r  each system. Hc felt thdt in the battlc that would decide ~ h c  
btc oC thc prnvincu. v i c t 0 ~  would hclong to thc chief m=how trtnlps wcre arrncd 
with rapidly firing rifles. ?'he confidence inspired by the-w ncw _guns. mow so 

cvcn than thcir supcriori~y ovcr guns with hrccchcs. did ~ = o n d c r s  for !hc nlc>ralc of 
the soldiers. From this nloment. all his rffofls wcrc dirwtcd ~owards  attempting to 
pcrsuadc onc of us to scnd to Iirance an order of arms Lor his account. The arrival 
of thcsc arms w ~ u l d  i~llow him. in a dccisivc m i n c r .  to ~ w i g h  the balance more 
heavily and to ensure for hirnwlf ~ h c  prcpunderan~ role which was his amhition. 
Hut to which side was he l h ink in~  of tilling Iht. fate of thc war?Thit was what wc 
did not kllorr;. 

Hrnvcvcr. Mr. dc  Lagrtic. whose illness suc~il~xl  to dissipate during thc lirsl days 
of our rcsidcnct in Tong-tchoucn. ikll wriuusly ill not hcfrlrc long. Scrious 
symptoms of an afflicted liver rnanircstcd thc~~~se lvcs .  Hc had to slay in twd all thc 
lirnc. Thc journey Irorn Yunnan 10 Tong-Ichuucn. which hc had made in rlculc 
pain. had rxhial~stcd his l i ~ ~ c s .  'l'hc uninlcrmpted study of thc languagc and the 
cusloms. thc fixr of rni~undcrs~andings which might rcsult I~r)rn thc lack of 
intcrprutcrs and the serirws conslyllunccs that an crmr might h;lvc had Cor us. had 
cnccssivcly infla~lled his scnws and lit a raging rcvcr in his veins. His stmng and 
\:i:orr>us stmnp cnnstitution fcx~pht for a Ccw &days against ~ h c  i~~cvitahlc d~xision 
which his state dictated. I Ic I'clt pwat pain whcn hc had to admit t h a ~  thc evil had 
wt~n  a ~ t d  that hc was unable to cndurc furthcr cxcrtions. 



Funher li-ivcls in  IS and in Yunnan 

Hc c h a r ~ c d  IIIC lo  lulfill thu kind uf moral cngayclllrllr wc h d  made in \il~l~n;ln. 
IV complctc. rlur trilvcls hy an cxcuhio~l  to -1'3-1 ,y. I did 1101 hide from rnysclf thr 

Inany dillicultics involvcd in tlic [ask t h ~ t  hc y v e  a ~ c .  Without intcrprutcr. 1 hall 
not cvcn the rtrcoufic of hkiny wirh nlc the Annarnitt Tci. who was ahlc 10 write 
when n c ~ d c d   hat 1 was unahlc to cxprcss. Tci-s slate ol-health had includcrl him 
in thc pd (11- the cnpcditiron which was going in s111al1 doily s ~ q c s  irttnl -Ii>ng- 
t r h o u a ~  to Siu-tc-hmu. 10 ulnhlrk thew at last with Shilnghai as thc fi11i11 dcst ination. 
I was unahle to inspire in IIIY Iri~vcling companirnls lhc 5;tnlc dcgrcc~~fcr~rttidcni.i. 
which Mr. dc  I ~ p k  i11spin.d-a confidcncr which in an undcrlakillp cli-this ndurc 

the lint ctjndition for success. 1 c-rjunl'd rill rlicir gor~livill and IIIC~I. ~ C V O I C ~  

suppun. which indue-d did nrw fail to ~~ra!crializc. Ncvcrthclrss. 1 ilskctl Mr. dc 
Lgrk to give mc ivritt~11 inslructions wtiich rnigh~. while g i v i n ~  1111' ;1 gc~icrdl lint 
of cc>ncluct. give 111on' weight still III 1114. ilt~thtlri~y. I Ic' asLcCI IIIC 10 write tl1c111 

nlywlf-i~~lclto bring ~hc in  Ibr his signatun.. ' 

Thc authwitics r l f  T~ml~-tchoucn. b y  L I - ~ C I ~  and la-Iao-4.1' 1 1 t h ~  I;i~lcr 
hein:] r l~c  prclcct of thc city ). who had ~ C I I  i l ~ t i ~ r n ~ c d  01-our inlur~tirlns. n~adc. all 
possihlc cl lbns to SLOP us. Thcy rlcscrihcd 1111. dilngcrs that wc wrrr going to run. 
our iglltx~llcc in n-yard ro Ihc disp)silirm r)f rlic go\=cmmcnt 01- Xi-[ .y ~ o w x d s  us. 

thc r t~ads illl2stcd wirh handits. thc cpidc.aiic:. and thc Faminc which rcigncd in 
p i  of ~ h c  r c ~ i o n  which wc must travcrw. Sccins that they did not manag' rtt 

ct~nvilicc us ;lnrl attrihutillg Ihcir failure to r)ur insuCficicnt krlowlcdgc rjC thc 
lallyuiye. [hey wrotu to Fi1thc.r 1:cnrluil to juin in thc a l tu~~ipt  tr) dissuarlc us I'rrj~l~ 
our jo~lrncy. Hcrc is tht  Icttcr I rc.ccivcrl I ~ ~ ) I I I  thc \=irar. ~ h c  V C I . ~  cucnin? hrl'rln: 
our dcpanurc fra Ta-Ly. 

Sir. 
It woul~l  IK dcplorablc i C  Mr. .he ctl111111iindcr wcrc to kcrju~c seriously 

ill. tluriny thc last atilgcs of-a-iourncy its long as yours. I h o p  t o  [hi. ahlc 101 

pcmuildc rnywlf thitt it Tcw days r~fri'sl and ~ h c  wise c m  of~lhctor Jouhcrt 
will k sufiicic~it to rcston- Mr. de  Lagr2c to thc. k t  rlf hi5 slwnplh. 

Yana ta-jcn aad Kong ta-Iao-ye. your hwts  in Tr~ny-tchr)iic~~. h;ivc iviit- 
ten me ajoint Irttcr. -[-hew t w o p c h r ~ ~ s  dcu.ply rcgrct [hilt the\;. cdnnttl corn- 
lllunicatc with you wilhrmt thc hrlp 01-an intcrprctcr. which is illways awk- 
ward. t3ccausr. thcy say. it rvould k much casicr for t hc~n  tco trcat yuur 



rlohlc pcrsonalitics with ;dl thc dis~inution lhat is  due to thcm. Mr)rcover. 
thcsc gcntlcmcn brggcd mc to dissuade you from continuing your jc>urlicq. 
\?ia 1 loury-ly-tchcnu. Ihcy wish trl SLY 4.0~ go directly down to Siu-tchtx>u 
Cou. 1 r~yuust  you 1i.i111 (111 r r ~ ~ ~ f r ~ n . r ,  n t t  to go lo thc wcsl and 1 11.11 y>11 or 
~~r~rlr~r.itrrrd ~ w r  Irrr~-r, I J P P I I  rold 311 that yo11 might find to he thc nioxt pcr- 
su;~\ivc. 

i\fttr Ilauing convcycd my rncssilgc. 1 add-and this n.;~lly cornrs fmnl 
me-in view rjl-lhc hild faith ofthi: aud~clritics. you will mcct unusual dif- 
licultic~. i C  not insurmountahlc I)IICS. 

My iiltcntiun is c c ~ a i n l y  not to milkc mysclf d i s~g r~ r ; l h l c  by trm~hlc- 
wnlr cxhort:~tions hut if wr wcrc ;ihlc to find thc illcalls of satisfying our 
dcsircs witho111 displrasing the. ~llal~rl;~l.ins. ai thc same tilllc avoiding a I ~ H  
ol- tmuhlc and dangch. which arc easy to antiuipatc. would IVC not fccl 
happy ahout it'? .lhc Kincha-Kiang 3 flow=s past kltmg-kou. LC.. thirtccn 
lo Courtccn l ca~uus  iiolll Tong-tchoucn. G o  up to Mollg-kou. without cross- 
illp thc rivcr: follow it for !hrce to four hundrcd Icagr~cs. up iud  dowll rivur 
on ils hanks. mtlrr: nr ICSS ;I[ )=our dcsirc. thcli uonlc back tcl Tbn~-tchouull 
10 litkc thc r t rd  to Siu-tchcou tiw. whcrc you will still find thc same Kin- 
chil-Kiany. .5t~r,11tn~ 11ri.x t-;\-rr ~ I I  :Wot~,y-kott ot- ,yoit~,y t o  c,.i(ttt~it~t> i t ~ f i ) r j i ~ i ~ ~ r r ~  
J ~ 1 j . v  t111 SIIT~IIII. i ( ~ i ~ . i ~  171s 111r bor(l(,r 14. fiht~i, is  rtltrro.~~ 11rr .WII)W 111 (t1-q. 

And thcn. do yr>u not havc m lakc ilitcj account lthc fact1 that your 
hralth is marc or Its5 co~npn,miwd. so  t h a ~  this [co~ls i l l  looks cvrn Ilit)rrl 
scnsihlc'' 

Ytw would ohligc mc. plcasc. hy Ictting Inc k ~ ~ o w  what yrw dccidc. 
I rcspx-tlully ~;;llutc Mr. ~ h c  conllllallder dc  I .agiu. as  wcll as hi* l2i1r- 

Ic?;?; tmvcling c t ~ i n p i ~ ~ ~ i o n s  and 1 wish all ol- 4'011 thc' a ~ c ~ m p l i s h ~ l l c ~ l !  of 
your dcsircs. 

1 rcnlain with deep rcsp-I .  your very hulnhlc a i d  very o k d i c r ~ ~  wn?- 
ant. 

IVLS not thr oppwition oCthc (Ihilicse authorities inspircd hy thr imponi~ncc that 
they aalaihutcd to us and thc dangcfi that wc would run? Was tllcrc no r c ~ i s r a n ~ s .  
nu prllitiuill su~ccptihility at play'? The difficultirs which we \vould rncct ivith- 
wcrc they rcally insurniountable a s  tiathcr lknouil confir~ned so insistcntlq.'! His 
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pcsonal  opinion yicld~ul ttw cisily to vutsiclc prcssurc. his Cum had scmncd Itn) 
often wi thou~ base for mc lo  h k c  his rtssossrncnls al Ficc value. Tht sttlutivn hr  
prr1p)sl.d prtwcd how Iiulc hc was conscious of thc gwgraphic impr~nancr of our 
journcp Saying Lo cxplorum thil it wis lhc same lo  scc a rivrr at one pr~int ;IS 

sccing it at a p i n t  Iiliccn days march up strea~n. was reducing the *arch Cor the 
sourccs of  the Nile to ~ h c  di.wovcq of its mou~h. 

The: wader may ccminly think mt pwsulnpluous: ~ h r  i~ l adqu icy  of thr weumcnt 
of this Icttcr did nut sshaku my rcsoluticln at all. Now [hi1 I Ikllrjw all ~ h c  unknow~l 
sidcs of a qucslion which at  hat lime I had to assess Inore or less like a blind man 
and althoueh our journcy to Fa-Ly did not hy any rncans yicld the results that wc 
hopcd l i ~ .  I r t y r c ~  m1y one thing. i.e.. that 1 did not take more risks.' With thc 
prc-stige that Eumpcans s~i l l  pvsscswd in ~ h z > c  distant regirms. an cncrgrtic and 
prudcn~ willp)wcr must u~~dz r l ake  and obtain cvzrythi~~p.  

1 comrnuniuatcd thc contcnls oCFalhtr Fcnouil's lrtlzr ~ ~ C ~ ~ I I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ C ~  cle I ;~grCc. 

"Jh) you persist in Icaving7" hc a s k d  rnc.' And when I said Yes: "You 
right." hc said to  mc. --hut he uarcful 10 come hack 111 the first scrir>us dil'licul~ics. 
You must allow for the faliyuc wc art: all I'ccling. the littlu physical ul'l'llrjn orwhich 
rw an: still cdpahlc and the disctluragcnicnl and n~clral wtarincss which s t ~ ~ l l c  rjf 
ynur companions arc. l'ccliny already." 

I submitted thc draft insrructions which the cornmandcr had a 4 c d  rnc lo wr i~c  
and 1 hclic\=c 1 should summarize them hcrc: 

Mr. C m i u r  will ltavc on 30 Jar~uary. accc>n~panicd by Mcssrs. Iklap~rt i . .  
Thorcl and dc U,une and five men of thc cscorl. Hc is going in t hc dircc~ion 
of Kincha-Kiang and of Pechou-Kiilng. ivhcrc he will cch1~u.t cc~mn~crrial 
i~nd  gcr>graphic information and. at thc samc timc. all in1c1lipcnc-c 1h31 can 
climify thc sitl~iition c>C thc Muslim m a s  oC thc west. I b l l o w i n ~  thc nature 
of his instn~ctions. Mr. Garnirr. will dccide to prncccd to l i - l  .j= or to 1.i- 
Kiang. alicr rcqucsting authorization in wri~ing trl do so. l h u  aim of [his 
part uf the journey will hr: to spccify as much a s  possihlc. a11 that c(>nc;cms 
~hc .  I a - t s a n g  Kianp (the M c k o n ~  rivcr). its origins and irs navigahili~y. In 
any casc. Mr. (;arnicr must rcturn LO Siu-~chcou li,u hy thc cnd of April a1 
thc latcsr. 

If at any gi\=cn rnommt ol'thc journcy. Mr. Garnicr h-licvcs that hu i-m 
easily r r x h  a pclint cjC thc Mckong. whichcvcr it Illay bt. hr will p r t~cc t l  



Chapter 9 

iklonc. and in thc most cxpditious ~ r ~ a ~ ~ r ~ c r  possible. fi 

Mr. dc Liiprk underlined thc last pdm~raph.  The rcconnaissancc of a print of the 
h4cko11 river situated in lhc vicinity of  T i k t  would crown our long journey in a 
brilliant way. l h a t   nus st hc Lhc principal aim I musl w t  for mysclr. It wr>uld havr 
k c n  easy for mc. ~mvcling alone. to reach it in vrp -  little timc. Mr. de I -agrk  thus 
wct~nnlnnlendcd mt. i f  rhcrc was nr, danger. to leavc my cumpanionns and my escort 
khind .  to savc them unncccssarq. fatigue. Hc had only decided to attach a 
considcrablc fracticln of  the rxpedition lo  this mission k c a u s c  hc helicvcd that a 
nucleus of dc t c rn~ ind  mcn ran smaller risks than an isolatcd traveler. Ifthc dangcrs 
which had h*n t#rccast vanished. 1 must gn alonc to save timc i~nd  arrive in Siu- 
tchcou before ~hc  rains. 

I did nrlt surmiw t h ~  the signzlruru which Mr. dc Lagkc aflixcd undcr thcsc 
instructions on 28 January was to hc his last act as thc chief of the enpcdilion. 

Ih~ lor  Jouhcn. the sailrlr Mouello and three Anna~nites rcmained with him. 
ACtcr exchanging a last h;mdsh;~ke with us. he gave us a rendezvous in S iu- ich<~~en 
fou. wherc hc would prrlcc~d as sorm as he had rcuovered io preparc thc hr3;1ts 
nrudrd tbr our rcturn. 

I h c  day 01- Cyhincsc New Year had htvn 25 January. This annual celebration 
was hcld with grc;l~ solemnity in China. Commercial l i k  was inkrmptcd for wvcral 
days. Thc nlemhcrs of rach family gathcrcd in imnt oC richly dccordlcd dorncstic 
altars lor intimale fcstivitics. Public gamcs, tireworks and dazzling merrymaking 
cnsucd fbr a morc or less Inngcr tinw aficr lhis indoor contemplation. In thew 
circumstances w t  had wrnr trouble findin: pones. Our l u g p g c .  which was rcduc~xl 
lo thc slr~ctly ncccssary. luckily needed few proplc: ninc Inen u=cn: c ~ l r ~ ~ g h  instcad 
of ~wcnty-fivc o r  thirty. N'i. coded up by tinding them thanks to Ydng h-.jcn i ~ n d  
with the pmmiw of a high reward. wc wen: q u a 1  in numhcrs: four oKticcrs.' two 

T-d~'als and thrcc Annamitcs. all m=cll m c d .  healthy and dckrmined. On 30 Janr~i~ry 
we stancd oul. deeply saddened by thc state in which wc left Mr. dc  L a p &  but 
still having gtKd h o p  Crw his recovery. 

Conling out ofthe vallcy of the lbng-tchoucn we passed a s~aall.  wcll-cultivated 
plain whcre the hcd of a torrcnt. which was highly walled in. formcd a kind of 
slrcct Iivo or thr~ '~ '  111ctcrs a h v e  thc p u a d .  Fmm the sidcs ofthi\ street nurllcnjus 
canals led off. which distributed water to thc Iiclds. Hcrt again. thc p;iricnt 
industriousnuss of thc workers hrul t ransfonn~d ;I wwrci'ul and dcs~ rua ivc  force 





into ;I source c>C li.rliIity and wcalth. This plain was plc;tsi~~g Ir, thc cyu. R u ~ ~ c h c s  01' 
ycllorv linwcd hltw~nil; mined with thc s o l i t q  white or purple ct>rr>lli~s of  t h t  
opiunl poppies. F n m  thu pxak ;it thc end (11. [lllc plainl. wc saw ;I ciccp lurrow ill 
the ondulatins s ra  of rntumtiaills which stotd oil thc hr)rizon. This w;ls the valley 
of the Sluc Rivcr which was ciillcd the Kin-cl~ii Kians or ~ h c  "Rivcr with thc 
grlldcn sand" ill lhis part of Chinil. 

\VC dcscrndcd  he flanks iwllich slopcd a1 ion>=-fivc dcsrcts)  ol- schislow 
imlrlll~i~ins covcrcd w i ~ h  calcarccws ot~tcn>ps irnm~uiiatcly frozen i~lorlg thc slopcs. 
Thc continuous destruction r>f~hcsc  n ~ k s  under thc i~ction of thc sun and thc rain 
ohligctl thc pcasallt5 tr)  cunsirucl a pnl(cctivc ivall a ~ u u n d  cach liuld. housc 311d 
path. Yowl~cn: Illrlsl man l i g h ~  agilinst a 111ilri: dcstruc~ivc na1ui-c thitn hcrc. 

Aftcr two hrw-5 01- dcsccndinp i l l  z i ~ m ~  fashion. rvc pot 1il t l ~ c  hrwtorn of a 
~rlurt~w l;.c)rgc. Thr: wiltcrs rd'a hr~iliilg tcjrrcnr wcrc h l r ~ w  [IS and thc n~ittc.con~inu~ul 
tl;uiginp. along a k-c~~ical  wall wliich supported ~ h c w  flanks oCthc plil~rau. riddled 
N-ith tll\:incs. [TIlc consrtuctirm (11.1 this route had to51 prtjdigious cflons. In sc\;cr;ll 
plilccs. thc picbiia had ~ T I I  i r~s~~f l ic icnt  lo u u ~  inlo the r t ~ k s  ;ink1 i t  had hcrn 
~lcccs~ary  Ir) u w  ccplr)si\-cs. 

Thc cr)lrlni/irl: and commercial ahililics of  111r Uhincw pcoplc w-CK rc\:calud . . 

bg thrsc yiganliu \vt)~.ks: withoul an\-. govcrnrncnl Iiclp. ;I 1c.w 'tti~inluilitics. a licw 
h;lnJli of nlcrrhants. m a n a ~ c d  to lriumph over hogc r>hstaclc~ tc) establish 
conlnlunication lirlrs and lo hrir~g out ~ h c  produuls c~f t l ~ c  mosi in;~uccssihli. rcgio~ls. 

On I1 Janu:iry. at olic oi thc hcnds of the hangin: nmd. wr uhscn:cd lia thc first 
I ~ I ~ I C  ~ h c  Kin-chi Ki;~ng. rolling. six hun(lrcd rncrcrs Mnw us. with clcar. d~u.p 
ivalcrs. The ~cjrn-nt whuw hanks wc had dcsccndcd Ilr>wcd a1 our f ~ = r  illlo a river 
which was none c~rhcr than thc Li-t;ng hn. thc vallcy oi which w;.c. had IDIIowC'Cf li)r 
3 while whcn yoin: lo 1-one-tchr>ucrl. I h i s  rivcr rali pilri~llcl with tllr big river. 
which carnc frt~111 thc. south-wcst. ~ h c n  rnrandcrcd towards thc 1lu11h dcscrihil~g ;I 

largc k n d .  In thc llliddlc of this hcnd. the Li-talig hh~ mixed its 11lir)i. rcddish 
walcrs rvilh  hi: hluc wavcs o f ~ h c  Kin-cha KL;LII~ which it d i r t i d  lor nlon: tha~l  ;I 

inilc 

N ~ I  sinw thc tilac ut' klarco Polo had a trdwlcr s w n  Ihc Hluc. Riucr so far lir>111 
ils 111outh. ' 

In thc cvcning wr sltpt in hi<>n~-kou. it big rnarkc~ Ir>\vn sjtu:~lcd or] ;I small 
plalrau. twt;.u hundwd nlctcrs ah)ve the river: there wc Cuund hmana tn'cs. sugar 
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cane. in a word. tropical vcgettatinn. .4t 5 p.m. the len~pra lurc  wix lwzllt); dqrccs.  
That very morning. wc shivered on thc platmu in a cold of four to l ivc dcgrccs. 

In Mong-kou the ~rouhlcs which Father I:cnt>uil hid prcdictcd hcgm. Thc locill 
authorities rcmained invisihlc and I was unablc to obtain the portcfi 1 nccdd .  \Vc 
had to engage thc pr~rtcrs who had cornc with us from Iilng-tchoucn 111 a very hish 
pricc [to ur)ntinuc( up to IIouey-ly tchcou. an inlporiant city fiuc days' march 
away im the othcr side of the rivcr. 

On 1 February. we crossed thc Kin-cha Kiany. A krrybnat. which was ablc to  

carry a I r ~ d  01- tiftecn t c ~  twenty tons. movcd continuously up and down hctwwn 
rhc twc) banks nf thc rivcr in h n t  ot- Mong-kou. The rivcr was more than tu=o 
h u n d r ~ d  nlcrcrs widc a1 this point. The sped of the current was ahtwt IWO knots 
an hour and in the rniddlt of the river 1 did not touch thc hlttom at twenty mclcrs 
dcp~h. Thc rise and fa11 of thc water was 1c.n mctcrs. 1)espik this apparancr  oC 
easy navipbil i tp they wid that mpids. a short distance up rivcr and dom=n rivcr oC 
Mrmg-kou. prcvcntcd navigiition. 

Sctting foot on thc lcft bank uf thc riucr. wc cntcred thc g r i t  pnlvincc of Sc- 
tchoucn. After four and a half hours of difficult progress on stony paths t r ~ c r l  in 
z i ~ z a ~  Fashion on thc flanks 01- the moun~ain. wc had harcly diskinred ouficlvcs. 
hilrizt~ntally. tmrn a ston); outcrop of thc hank of the rivcr hut wc had cli~nbcd to a 
hcighlol-morc lhan ~ w t l v c  hundr~xl mclcrs and wcre ablc lo SLY Lhc Kin-cha Kianp 
a s  a n a m w  hluc ribhull only. I.ong qucuus of  pedcslrians and huasts rlt burdcn 
sprcid out from thr  ~ d g c  ofthe rivcr t r ~  thc urcst 01- the p l ~ a u .  whcrc a great cold 
ri'ig11~4. Thc sun. which drcsscd thc water of the  r iwr  and thc large Ic;ivcs of  thc 
hana~ia trees with silwry shadows that maintain& a mild tcrnpcritureat thc hotlorn 
of this narrow vallty. sh~lnc  wi~hout power w hrillianuc. on thc plalcau. 

- h u  next diiy wc c r ~ n t i n u ~ d  our jnurncy across a region with dcup ravillcs. all 
thc mads of which ivcrc no~hing bur an ulicnding succession ilfbrcak-ncck climbs 
and dcsccnrs and all thc su l l~n~ i t s  of which gradually row Lo rhu ntlrlh or thc wcht. 

Tw=o days of  snow ntlw canlc to incre;lsc thc hardship of the journcy. 1ilaki11= thc 
sharp slr>pcs. thc sl ippcq paths cut in the ruck and the ~>rlkcd. slicky red soil 
horribly ditlicult. l h c  slow. dillicult prryrcss ill- our n1an.h durinr tllust. dip 
ctmvinccd mc h a t  wc must nM. at any pricu. Ict ousclvcs hc ovurtitkc~~ ia thcsc 
rnoun~ains by the rains of t h t  spring. Ihc scason when thc rrmds wcrc ahst~lulcly 
i~npassiiblc l i ~ r  Incn uarryi~lg Inads. lb rcducc r)ur hardship and inurci~sr ~ h c  spccd 



oCclur proyrrss. I had h u g h t  thrcc horscs in Mum-Lou. and during ~ h c  next stagc 
thcsc in additirln to thosc wc hrought Cmm Tong-tchoucn pnwidcd mounts ibr two 
pcrsons. I'hc rci~dcr will probably find that cvcn undcr thcw cco~~ditions and aCtcr 
all the hardship wc had sul~krcd. wc ~ravclcd in a way that u=xs llttlc in ~~~~~~~ancc 
with our situation and as 1111'11 that had tu h mow ~ ~ o ~ ~ o ~ n i u a l  with lhcir p u n t  than 
with thcir lcgs. But past pric'at ions hid n~adc: us c~unomira l  and hard undcr durcss 
and IYC did not want trl abuse thc p u h c  oCthc Chincsc authuritics. 

On 3 February we p s w d  thc h i~hus t  point wc were cver to rrach during our 

whrllc journcy. Thc hm>rncter indicat~ul an altiludc of mow thin three tht~usinci 
mctcrs. Thc n:~lives ivho inhabited thcw heights rrucivcd us with open bursts 01- 
laughter. Wc probably I r ~ ~ k c d  like ~ h r  lnosr comical b c i n ~ s  in thc wrwld. Thcy 
wcrc dn.st;lul in goat skins and huddlcd around a fire lit in thc snuw. 

At night. aftcr a loll! dcwcnt. we arrived in thc village of -l-wng-hi-p;~. s i l u a ~ d  
in a hcnd of  the valley at the conl1ucnc.c of two rivcrs. A pa11 of  snow c o v c r ~ d  the 
landsuapc Hut. despite rhu wci~ther. urlnsidcmhlc liveliness rciguecl on rhc. road 
and in thc villagc: long convoys of k a s t s  01- burden contested the entrances to thc 
hrwtclrics. 

In Tsang-hi-p~. a few Christians came lo us and made thcmsclvts k ~ ~ o w n  hy the 
s i p  of the cross. Thcy talked to nlc ahout F i ~ h c r  Lu. ;I Chincsc pricst who lived 
nmr I iong-pou-so. at thc conflucncc oC the Kin-cha Kiang and the prcat affluent 
which had ~ h u  nmne Y a b n y  Kiang on thc maps. hut which was cinl led PC-uhc>uy 
Kiang w the "Rivcr with whitc w:'a~cr+' in the wuntry itself Certainly hccausc of 
my ignt~rancc of the languigc. I did nut ohlain suCCicicnt inror~uation to send a 
Icrtcr to this young pricst. whcm Father Fcnouil had mcntioncd to us and who 
111ipht rcndcr us great service its an in~crprctcr. 81 the llrxt stop)vcr. t h a ~  of Tchans- 
tuhrlu. I was luckier and I leanled from other CYhristia~ls that the rcsirli'nuu oI'Fathcr 
Lu was in the villasc r1C Ma-chang. thin\;' Icagucs rn>m Honz-pou-so. 

I-'~OIII Tchang-lchou onwards. thc country pwscntcd a less wild appearance. the 
slopl's kcitrnc lcss stccp and Inore cultiva~ed. 4'hu wide. prclty vallcy. in which 
thc town of liouuy-ly tchrou stord. bcgian to opcn up in Crcln~ of us. Thc rrafiic: was 
wry Pus?. We constandy mct convoys with w11, cclal. pelts. c-r~ppcr. and substances 
u a d  in d y i n g  and in mcdicinc. Traveling in thc unit dircclion a s  u s  wcrc cmav;lns 
I ~ ~ d c d  with cotton and cotton clo~h.  liouey-ly ~chixlo wxs L., aery c~mrnsrci;nl (own. 
which appcilrcd I-a- a h c d  of us. irs rod n ~ f s  shining on thu ;dn~irahly cultivated 
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banks of a pretty river which ran tcj thc south. In lhis dircrtion. rhc rnounrains w=cru 
lower and we knew intuitively that at rhc hor i~on  thc l q c  vale of  Kincha Kimg 
owned.'; To thc nonh. k h i n d  lhc town. a high mountain dispIaycd its crown of 
snow. on which the outlinc of  thc crcncls and Lhc c lwk  towrrs o C  I Irwc'y-ly tchcr~u 
shnnc in thc sun. 

As wc zntered the outlying districth. two men with red hats came l o  mect us: 
they had been sent to us a s  guidcs by thc mandarin u C  the placc. l h c y  tcn)k us 
through the entire town firm south to north and bmught us Lo a big hosrclry situated 
on the other sidc. Ilcspilc ~ h c  mcrrymakings oTNcw YM'S Day. which wcrc siill 
going on. the town appxared to k a market town of first rank. 11 was a l w  a 
considerable warch<~uw of  rncrc-handiw and a placc of rnanufacturc for saddlcs. 
harnesses. and travel and coppcr utensils. Thcrc wcrc mines of hc lattcr metal in 
rhe immcdiatc vicinill=. 

The mandarin aC Houcy-ly tuhcou wnt rnc a fcw gifts won as we arrivcd and 
the next day 1 paid him a visit. Our dificultirs in undcrshndinz cach olhcr cut thc. 
mccting shorl. I p v c  him to understand my intention uCcntcrin_r Muslim turritory. 
My host tried to dissuade rnr from his. paintin: for rnc the darkest picturc o C  thc 
danger I would cncountcr. It w i s  impossible to dcfinilcly enter unknown m d  prhaps 
cncmy country withoul havins scrious ;md prcciw inftlmitirm on hc stale r l T  thc 
r c ~ i o n  and ~ h u  rcspcctivc situations of the fighting parties: my inexwriencc of thr 
l a n g w y  prcvcnt~rl mc from obtaining this. In my caw. I niistrustetl m y  information 
givcn to mc hy the Chinew authorities. Thus, I sent a letter to Father Lu. to k g  
him in the narnc of his bishop to have a ~ncctinp with us in Hone-pou-so. a point to 
which I wis proceeding. Between him and me, the Latin language was a means ot- 
communication morc within n1y reach than Chincsc. At the same tinw. cxccpt for 
three of them whose intention it was to remain with us, I sent back rhe porters who 
hid accompanied u s  from Tong-tchouen. and I gave the most reliable one nf them 
a letter for Commander de  Lagke. 

U'c uwd our stay in Houey-ly tcheou to conlplete the equipping of our c a v a l ~ .  
Chincsc merchants arc the most skillful in the world at duping buycfi. even their 
rcllow ci t i~cns.  What is there to say of their deceit and duplicity when the buyers 
N=crc forcigncrs and they passed for mandarins? The asking prices were tea times 
the real prices and if you thought you had bought a new object. you were complctcly 
astonishd lo see it replaced by an object that was already used or was broken. 
Despite all the vigilance of hlr. Iklaportc and Mr. rlc C=m6 who had taken c h a r y  



of these purchaws. they ~ ~ ~ a n - d ~ c d  to make them xucp l  hrckcn hits and torn horse 
covers. The lattc-r were of Russian rwigin. 

Wc lefi Hrlucy-ly tcheou on 7 Fchruxy. accompanied by t w o  or thrcc Iuw- 
rank in^ olticers. ordcrcd by the mandarin of the place to transport our luggage 
and attend to our n n d s  up to Hrmns-pu-so. We ascended the vallcy of a sn~all  
affluent of thc 1Ioul.y-ly tchenu river, h c  calcarenus walls of which w=crc broken 
up by hizarrcly shaped cxravations and which orfered pleasanl miniature 
I;mdscapes. V c q  high a h v e  thc hanying path along which we   rave led. lhcrc wrrc 
a I i w  cavus. r u n ]  which a finu linc of water m7d. Small gardens. a Ccw hhoses 
and a p;lgcnla stood a1 the entrance to the cave. rhc dark depths of which made a 

u canieo. striking contrast with thcm and transformed lhcm inlo a c h m i n ,  

Attcr having traveled over one or ~ w o  peaks, h r n  [he heights of which the 
valley of the Blue River appcmd again o shorl dishncc away. M=C k a v c r s d  a 
fonitird pcak which dominated the plain ot-Hong-plu-so and [thc fortiticalion ot-1 
which rormcrly was clowd by a gate. l'hc Iattcr was now broken down to rhc 
ground and the fortificalion h id  k e n  dismanlld.  New inns had lwt.cn condructcd 
at every comer of the rrlulc.. I would say thllt life had started again aftcr  he long 
inlcrmption of thc war. 

Thc chicf r>C thc village. whcrt: wc slopped to change porters. had prcpmed a 
light mcal in yreal haste Lo which he personally invited us 1. rnccting us] many 
leagucs away from the placc. Whcn Iraveling you arc alrvays hungry. Thus we did 
honor 10 thc table of thc r .~or t~-wand we x k n o w l d g e d  his attcnlirln by presentin: 
him with a WI of gildcd Kuolz cutlery. 

I h e  exptscd hillsides to ~ h c  aluth. which wc dcscznded. and the Iowcr altitude 
pmduccd a significant c h q c  in the flora of Lhc country. in which Mr. Thorel 
redisco~e~d thc major plants which were prevalcnl in Xicng Hans on thc banks 
of thc Meko~ig. In Hans-pu-so. where wc arrived the day a f k r  our departure 
from Houcy-ly Icheou. wc  wcrc scvcn to eight hundrcd meters hclow thc plateau 
and thc presence of thc river- only a few kilornctcrs away. noticcahly increased Ihc 
tcmpcrature. This was a lucky circumstincc for mc: since Hrlucy-ly ~cheou I had 
hccn afflicted with a thtmcic muscle pain which sometimes hindered my bwathins 
and c a u d  me almnst intolerdble pain. I was obliged to have rnysclrsupported hy 
two h n a m i t e s  in ordcr to continue walking. especially in the mwnrains. and for 
a while I had femd h t  I must stop thc journey. A rest of thrct: days in Hong-pou- 
so  and the rVam air I breathed madc mc recover complclulj-. 
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IIong-plu-so was a hig market mwn on thc. hanks of a small rivcr. thc int~rdin;~lely 
widc bed of which scatkrcd stones all ovcr ~ h c  plain. Quite a big dctachmc~it ol 
troc~ps was garrisoned thcrc when we arrived. Thc Whites. or hluslims. had 111adc. 
a salient ot-Sc-rchr)ucn and had been pushed hack. with losses. Thc banks 01- thc 
river which w m - d  a s  the fronticr hctw=ccn thc latter pmvincc and Yunnan and 
which ran tcn kilometers away from IIong-pou-so. werc cow-r~d with loniti~ul 
posts. hu i l~  cvcry two I ~ i g u c s  and gullrdcd by i~lipcrial trm~jps. 

The low-ranking rlI1iucrs who esconcd us from I Iuucy-ly tchcou. had difliculty 
in ~nllking room for US in the villagc galkrq.. Muroovcr thew was. apart lmnl thc 
military chictk whom w=c inco~lvenienccd. mrmrc curiosity than ill will. lhc fcs~ivitir?; 
lilr New Yrar wcrc still going on and a1 n i ~ h t h l l .  the musicians of the awa arrived 
tr) give us  a w ~ n a d e  in the courtyard oC our Irdgings. togcthcr with a co11lici11 
trinsvestitc performance by rhc light a f  toruhcs lor which thcy carncd a s ~ ~ ~ a l l  
reward. 

On 10 Februarq. wc visited on homchauk thu conlluence of thc Kin-chi K i a q  
and thc Ya-long Kianp. one of thc rnrst intcrcsting and imporhnt gcographjr;11 
p ~ i n t s  ofour journey. Ir was zituatcd Crlurtccn kilo~~rztcrs west-nnfih-wss~ of Hong- 
pu-st>.  Thc Kin-cha Kiang WLS fm frc1111 being cncloscd. ;ts it was in hiong-kou. 
and we reached it by a vcry s l i ~ h t  slope: s111illl dcnudcd hills hortlcwd its bank>. 
Thu rivcr came from the south-west. then d c s c r i M  a suddcn curve which dircctcd 
i ~ s  ctlurse to the south rcn dcgrccs east. I t  was at  thc surnlilit ol- [his cu rw that i~ 
rcccivod the Ya-lane Kiilg: the latter camc Cmrn th t  11r)rth and m=as cncbscd 
k ~ w c t n  pcrpcndicular rtwkq. banks along which n o  traffic was possihlr. Its ividrh 
was more o r  less thc smne as that of the Biuc River and its currcnt was Fairly 
strong at this timc of thc year. I was unabIc to mcasurc thc dcpth of thew two 
rivers: it was very grcat. As in klong-kou. thc rise was tcn mctcrs. With 
i~stonishn~cnt. 1 ohwrvud that thc Imal peoplc thcrc pave the nanlc Kinxha Kiang 
to the Ya-lrmg K i a n ~ .  i-e.. rn rhe afflucnl. and PC-chouy Kiilng to the principal 
river. [I; Irom thc point of view OK the volume of thc  watcr. wc mi@ at firs1 sight 
hesitatc hctwccn thew two rivcrs. thr  appxarallce of thc  t ~ = < )  valleys i~n~~ l~u l i a t e ly  
showcd which {>nu should have Lhc name Kincha  Kiang. 'rhc mouth o r  thu k'a- 
long Kiari~ wa?; a kind of accidental hrc.;lk in the belt of hills which hordcr~xl thc 
I ~ I u L '  River. Thc orographic configuratio~l of the country did no1 Iravr a rnon~cnt's 
douht that this rivcrcanlr from ~ h c  wcst and uot the north. klorcover. Ihl' i~lhahitants 
of h c  ur~nflucncr kncw that thc onc thcy called the 1%-chrm Kiang wits lhc niorc 
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important ot. the two fwrn the earlicr dcvclr~pmrmt r ~ l  its coursc. This anomaly 
stems lzss singular. if we r ememkr  that in China thc names of  rivcrs XI' always 
1-31 and thcy changc ccvry twenty Imgucs. A liuli: higher. for cxample in the 
viciniry of Li-Kiang. thc Kin-cha Kiang had h k c n  on ils n m u  again and it was the 
Ya-long Kiang tn which thcy gavc ~ h c  name Pc-chou K i n g .  

A fcrr_vbmt opmted right ilt  he mouth of the Ya-long Kiang. It was rlnc rlrthc 
lsourctls oil revenue of the mandarin of Houcy-ly tchcou: l i~ a hrlrsc you paid t\i-.rl 
hundred s r r j ~ q ~ r t - . ~  (a little more than one franc. according to thc c x u h i c  ratu o f  
the s[~pi.yar at the rime rvc crossed) and for a tr;lvclcr nlonu. sixty s r r e q ~ r c , . s .  

011 r t~uming  liunl this trip. I received a short rnessagc in Latin from t:ilrhcr Lu 
who annrlun~~xl his arrival in Hong-pw-.so and his visit for the day aCtcr cclchralins 
his mass. 

i ic  was in timc iilr his mcctinp. Wc saw a frail. young man. distinguished and 
dii'lidcnt. Scvcn ?;can: before he had come back from the seminar). at R)ulo Pinang 
I Pcnang Island. Malaysia. T n n .  nole] and was then placed in c h q r  of his doublc 
parish 01-Ma-chang and Hong-pou-so. His friendly manner wnjn inspircd in us thc 
iiullcst confidence. The details he gave us of the state of the country werc not 
mncoumging and confirmed in certain respects what tthc Chincsc authori~ics h id  
wid. The d i n ~ t  road to TJ-1.y was never closed to tradcrs hul the Muslims turned 
buck without fail all travelers who arrived empty-hankd. \X1'c m d  h t i r  first outposts 
some hundred li t-mm thc athcr sidc of rhc riwr. AI this lime, thc road was >o 
intested with robbers that thc t r d c r s  gathcmI in c i d ~ ; l n s  of c i ~ h ~ y  w a hundrcd 
per~plplc to travel. Ihc c l r ~ c s t  Muslim chicfw;~s hc one in Yonp-p~. but the country 
hctwmn this town and Sc-tchoucn was in a sorry stitc of dcvastlltiun. Gangs of 
five hundnrd men k longing  io all sides w t  abut looting what thc arlnics had 
spared. klor~ovcr. thc r t ~ d  from hng-pc. t r ~  Ta-Ly w;ts closod and the n~andarin 
of Yong-pc did not have authority to givc passp~rls for travel outside his nwn 
~cr r i t r~ iy  11 likely thal, if we r~x-civud his permission to go to Yong-F. hc 
would detain us in this town until the miva l  of orders from Ta-1 ,y. 

Fnr a while I had hccn hoping to go to thu nor~h. avoiding a s  much as possible 
conbcls with thc Muslim authorities and ~rying  lo  rmch a point un the Mekong 
xituzlted in ' l ik t .  t;rom thcrr 1 would have [ r i d  lo uomc back by Ta-tsitn-IOU i~nd  
thc vallcy of thc h4in Kiang to Siu-tchcou fou. This journey. which would have 
allow~ul us tcl makc a rcutlnnaissancu orthe cr>urse ottthe hleknng and of thc Uluc 
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River, up to the thirtieth degree of northern latitude, coulrl ortlinarily hnvc hccn 
complctcrd within the time lirnit which Mr. cle LagrCc had set, i f  we avoided any 
hold-ups and m:rdc long marchos. I admit that wc had to drop this amhitioil\ pliln. 
I t  was impol;qiblc to :\void Yong-pc hy going in that dircctiun. Farther north than 
this town i~nrl. ovcr tile wliolc arca between Ning-yuen foil and 1-i-Kiang, tlicy told 
uc, the couti~ry hclonged completely to Man-tsc or Lissuu natives. who ditl not 
allow any foreigners in their mountains. Ilirccl communication hctwccn Ta-tsien- 
leu and Ifouey-ly tcheou had hccn suspended for sevcr:~l years and we found nohdy  
who would agree to accompany us in this direction. 

Plate 33 A Lisson rnnn c117cl womnn (dr-cr,\jin,y I?\' Jotirf-Lcrrr~~, hlrsecl n r t  o 
skrtcli L. Drloporte). 

Since we simply had to obtain an authori~ation from thc Muslim autlioritick to 
reach the Mckong. it would be better to try to obtain it in Ta-Ly. Thc i l l  will of an 
intcnnediary might lead lo an irreparable failure; his good will might c o ~ t  too 
n~och. In either case his intervention was a considerable loss ortime and our days 
wcrc numbered. Thus. I decided to  go to Ma-chang. visit the deposits of coal 
which the people had ralkecl of in thc surroi~nding area and then proceed to Tau- 
touy-tse. a snirill Catholic mission directed by Frrthcr Leguilcher ;I lkw leagues 
north of'Ta-Ly. Thc new information which 1 would ohtain rroni thiq miscionary 
would determinr: the fi~rther routc to he followed. 



Fdthcr Lu had left us for a while to  consult with the mandarins ofthc place in the 
neighhlring hall. I heard a few crics of  raze which I did no1 takc scrirlusly. As long 
;l., thc cclcbratiuns wcrc p i n y  on. usually saw officials thcnlselves fail [to 
ohcrvcl the rules of tempcrancc and the proper tone of voicu. Father Lu came OUI 

soon thereaftzr locrking rather upsct. Nevertheless. hc confimcd that no thin^ to 
wlrry me had h s p ~ n r d :  n quarrel with drunks. hc said. I Ic asked my permission 
to leave u h  to attcnd t c ~  his dutizs in his parish. Wc agrccd to meet for thc cvcninz 
mcal to fix all our plans. finally. 

A frw hours later. he wnr me a shon note telling rnr thc order 01-the Chincw 
chicf of Ki~vu-ya-pin. a border p c ~ t  commanding Ma~hmg.  immcdi;ltcl_v recalling 
all thc Christians who had accompanied him. to coun1c.r the attack of a body oC 
Muslim tror~ps whnse a p p r r ~ c h  h;ld bc-n signaled. "I'his having happened." hc  
addcd. "I dare not stay in the count+- and I'm leaving for Ning-yuen fbu. regretlinz 
that I cannot be nf any furthcr hclp to you." 

This suddcu farewell stunncd mc and at lirst 1 was unahlc trl understand thc 
rrdwln for it. The next morning I visited the young pricst. who was in tears. -1'hr 
coming invasion of his community W ~ S .  hc told me. the only rrrtson for his fright 
and sorrow. I made ul7i~rts lo rrrassure him and to pcrsuadc him to accompany us 
to Mdxhang. He objected that thu timc had come to makc his pastoral visits and if 
hc. put these off any longcr. the bad weather. which wluld make this impossihlc. 
would mive .  I promiscd trl write to his bishop. but I won yaw that the reason that 
hc gave for leaving us was not the real one: indLrd, hc admitted that thc prcvious 
cvcninp he had had a rnw with the chief of the villapc. who had reproxhcd him 
kYehemently for x t i ng  as interpreter to foreigners whom every gtmd Chinese nus t  
hate. and he f c m d   hat another such sccnc would occur. I explaincd tcl him that 
we were official gucsts in China. armed wilh letters the value of which he. more 
than any other pcrwn. was able tn judgc ;md that if they Jlc)wcd ~humsclves to 
cornmil such n wanton insult tou,anis us. I would obtain punishment for it. At that 
moment a Icttcr arrived from Father LEguilchcr confirming the plan to attack the 
border ~ 1 s t .  of which they suspcctcd the Muslims of Yong-pl.. hut it advised the 
youne pricst to remain al his PI. This counsel and the dcsirc to bc useful to us 
ovcrcamc his fright. We all left f ~ e  %kchang together at ntnjn. 

.4fter hwinz  ~ r o s s e d  over in the fcrryhrat of Ya-long King. w fullowed the 
left hank of thc Blue River. the cnur.w of which was winding and which l i~ t le  by 
Iittlc hcxamc enclosed from this point onwards. Neverthclcss. it appeared to be 
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b u t i t u l l y  navigahlc fern hls-chans to IIong-1x1~-.w. and cvcn a li~tlu klrn;. rhc 
fbrmcr. triflic by boa1 would hc vzry easy. This itinerary was cut shun hy a vcry 
considerable rapid%. alluost a watzrt-all. Filrallp thc Bluc Kivcr betwccn Li-Kiang 
and Mong-h)u was cmly uscd for thc transportatirm of lay,, cut in ~ h c  forests 
surrounding the formrr of these two ci~ics. Even then they had to hrc-ali up thc rifts 
to cross thc ripids and it [somcli~ues I happcned that pieces of wend broke during 
transit- 

A little hcforc arriving at hlachang. \t.c visitcd yallzrics dug tbr coal mininz 
alons the banks of thc river itself. Thcy were dug rlut from Layers o C  sandstone 
whish. a icw maers  a h w e  the watzr levcl. The sccpage which tuuk placc rryuircd 
conlinuoos clcxing \vork. 'lhc coal extracted was oily and shilly in naturc. hut i~ 
was scr a rcnxmus  and it pruduccd so much dust l h a ~  they wcrc oblig~xl I{) trmsform 
it into cukc first. This was done in a fumacc with h v c ~  openings. In thc ucntrr. large 
p i ~ r e s  oCctril wen- placed: ~ h c  circumfuwncc was liiled with dusl. -1hc wholc wa5 
made wet. then thc lire was lit undcrncath. Whcn thc prtduction of smoke had 
ucawd. thu transformation into cokc was finished. This coke wcrr callcd r r ~ u r  Icrrr 

in Chincsc. It was sold in that place for onc Crmc pcr hu~ldred kilograms. Thr 
natural cmal was ahout half that pricz. A littlu dislantrc from Ma-chang. in !llc 
mountains. thzn. wcrc othcr mining ga1ier:rics which Mr. Thvrcl u=cnt IU SCC. The! 
were vcry widcsprcad: the coal was of bcttcr quality and thew no 5ccpyc.  \Vc 
h c i d  nothing ahr~ul accidents with Firc-damp. 

The Christians of M a - c h m ~  canlc to 111cet us oli horsehack and our nurncrtbus 
cav;llcadc c a n e  clattering into  he lnng main strclct which Cun~lcd the vi l la~c.  I! 
had k e n  partly hurnurl down sonlr t irnc ago by a y i g  o r  thicvcs and it was not yct 
ctmipletcly n.stc)rcd frolll its ruins. The co~nbustihlc lnil~cral [hat ivas uscd rcquimd 
~ h c  use of uhimncys cvcpwhcrc. It lvxr the firs1 timc. for a long tin~c. thiu wc liild 
WCII roofs i lhrncd with this chnrminz cxcrcscuncr. 

The next day was mmkct day Natiws Crclni thc ncighhwing rncmunhins d r w c n d ~ d  
in uro\vds lo sell thcir t i i d  stuffs and we were able to study ncw human t p c s  a l ~ d  
costu~ncs. This rcgion was vcry rich in populations of ~nixc-d origins. First of 311. 
thc Pa-y. whose I alrdiln o r i ~ i n s  I h a w  already indicat~ul aild who. togcthcr with 
~ h c  nzighhori~lg trihcs. the 7klnu. thclkmu. the Arrclu. the. Didjou and the I.ou-rsr 
wcrt disscminat~vi from Ya-long Kianz up to Ihc viillcy of thr 1raw;ldclp appciarctl 
agaill. Othcr raws. with a ctlniplctcly diffcrcnt origin m d  a diffcrcnt langua~c. 
appcarcd closcr to  the rual indigcnt~us pcoplc: thcy wcrc ~ h c  I-liia. alsr, callcd 1%- 
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lolo or White Lolo, who had a hair-plait like thc Chinese and whose wornon hi~rl 
their hair rlividcd into two plnits; the He-ldnlo or Rlnck I,(~lo who wore thcir hair 
long and I~clicved they wore superior to the forriier. Finally. there wcrc tlic most 
ungovernable, thosc on whom the customs ofchiriese civilization had cxcrtctl the 
lcilst inllucncc so l'nr ;lnd who were known by tlic n:mic of Lissnu ant1 Man-tsc. 
Some of tliesc tribes nppcnrcd to posscss n vagile rclntion to sornc races of rhc 
nor-li of tlic Ass;~m vallcy and pcrl~:~ps also with Ilic Knle of lndi:~ ilntl with tlic 
Mons nf I'egu. The nnmcs which the Cliincsc gave to 311 thcsc natives had only :I 

vnguc nicaning ''I and slioulrl not hc i~scd f i~r  a scrioi~s classificntion. Tlie p>puI;ltions 
to wliicli thcy were applied cnnsidcrctl them extrcmcly l i i~ r~f i~ l  inst~lts. The I,olo 
c;illcd tlicmselvcs hy the name o f  tnrr-kirr (autouhthonnus. indiycric~t~s pcoplu) cx 
I ( * / I ~ I I - . F ~  (roref:~fhers). Mr. ~~~~~~~~tc had the grcatcst dificulty in dr;lwing any I-  
kin. Tlie n;itivcs hclieved thar all persons whosc Scali~rcs wcrc reprorlucctl woulcl 
fill1 f;~tally i l l ,  



Thz vicinity of Ma-chang was inhabit~ul by wolvcs which h c a r n r  \-.up daring 
during the winter and devastated thc Fdrmyzlrds. Thus. flint Funs or canridge rifles 
were s o u ~ h ~  alitr in the country. l h c y  loid us that ~ h c  wolucs had no Iixr of-brccch 
guns which wen. pivcn away h>= hc i r  tdor. the prescncc of which they immcdiatcly 
scnsc. 

The ncu=s of thu Musli111 i~ttilck from h n g - p c  still k i n g  coni im~ul .  I followcd 
thmugh with my plan to go .otr,-fa-Ly by thc most direct red. Thc last letter Crom 
Fathzr I-cguilchcr to Father 1.u had thc advantage uf informin: us of thc prcscncc 
of this fellow c i t i~xn  in Tou-touy-tw. It hid also removed all our doubt\ about thc 
aswlncd mi\=al of Europeans in .l'a-I,y. of which there had hccn talk carlicr. l'hcsc 
1iurt)pans wen. in lact h1al;lq.s who nranul'actured hrnhs .  it was slid. on k h a l f  of 
the sullans. 

h t h c r  1.u made it easy fur us to find thc porters wc n ~ ~ d c d  to u~ldcnillic !his 
journcy. At rhc .WIIIC time. he c n p s c d  a pun;-cyor and major-domt). a 1i)nllcr 
of M?r. Ch;lvtau. by thc name of Tching-eul-ye. who was uscd tu cstahlishin~ 
official rclatit)~ls and ~ = h o  kncw how to talk to mandarins. lIis dcvotion lo our 
causc would hc Ilhovc any r c p n ~ x h .  Father Lu told us. if wc could ~-ccunr.ilc his 
interests with Ihc sympahy  hat he illready iclt for us. \'I. Five him an advance of 
tcn t r r i ~ l s .  proillising him a monthly gratuity in accortlancc with hi3 scniccs. 

1 scnt a 1ctlc.r tt1 Mr. dc  la@c tcllinz hi111 01-nly final decision and the reasons 
which motivatud it and. on 16 Fcbruap- wu crttsscd the Rluc Kivcr onc Inrlrc tiilnc. 
A lone and dillicult climb brought us to a height of thirtccn hundlrd mcrcrs at 
which Ma-hang was situatcd and thcn to IWO thousand mcturs which was the 
a v c r q c  al~itudc of the linc of summits (11-the highest plateau. Wc had sumc trouhlc 
in finding a shcltcr for thc night in an isolatzd farmhouw. situatcd at the top of  thc 
hc i~h r s  which domin;tted thc right bank 01-the river. sccinz us. the inhahitants ilcd 
and lcli only ;ill nld woman hchind 10 rcccivc us. 'khingxul-yc easily con\=incd 
hrr  rlf our i~~tcntiuns. Shc callcd thc fugitives hack This t in t  rcilc~ion was hardy 
calnlud down than Mr. dc C m k .  who was in charsc of t;tking carc of our hr>rscs. 
caused a ncw scandal. In Chinuse hc~uscs we almost always Ii~~lrid empty coi'ii~~s. 
wbich wcrc dcsrincd fur ~ h c  n1ahtr.r of thc h0u.w. Thcy nlildc it their busincss I(> 

acquire this 1;1st rcs~ins  place r d l y  and you cr~uld not yivc aoyonc :I grcdtcr sign of 
alL~'ction than by prcsilnti~ig this iuncml girt. In thr ahxencc of troughs. Mr. dc 
C;mP wanted lo makt use of a coffin carclcssly placcd ondcr a shcd to Iccd his 
horws. Whilc hc was dcsprrately pulling at the cover. which rcsis~cd all hi3 cflims. 
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thr ~nistrcss of the house. completely in trars. came rn k g  me to stop him Cmm 
breaking it o p n :  the pnjprictrr of the cnrlin was already at rest in it. 

The ncat day. at l e x t  Tor a while. we followcd a crest which was covcrrd with 
pinc Irccs. thc cxploitatian o r  which was undcrtdien enrrgctically hy rhu I~K-al 
wood-cultcrs. N'c passed a village of I-kia. whose houscs. handicrafts and 
agriculture ~crtilicd to their lon_e contact with the Chincsc racc and we cntrrcd 
Muslim icmtory in the cvuninp. The country was w r y  sparscly populated. hut its 
a p p r a n c c  hccmle morc p i c tu~squc  and Icss duvastated. The s l o p >  wen. Tr~rcst~ul. 
Shrubs flowering row-bays and tufts of camcll ix h u n ~  over the c d ~ s  of the 
tomnLq. Our journcy w ~ s  n r u ~ x ~ s s i o n  of almost pcrpcndicularcli~~lh and dcw;clnts: 
il would have hecn difficult to find rhrw hundred mctcrs uf f l a ~  terrain. But our 
cxcrtions htund a ctjrnli~rhhlc asylum a1 night and our appcrilc ;I substanrial mual. 
Our nuw nrajor-domo did a manclous job and tmnsCorn~cd thc timid i111rahit;ints 
of  thu prwr h-hamlcrs whcrc we Imlgcd into a s  many wm-allta. Hc was suwly a 
hishop's valet: his ohsc--uiousncss and his tendcr cart  did not ]cave hiin 1Dr one 
sccrmd. From the mrmznt ui-our 3TTiviil a1 a stopovur. all ~ h c  hcnchcs and ~ i ~ h l c s  
and cushions oT the villagc wcrc rcquisitioncd to nrakc our k d s .  Tchingcul-yc 
wcnt lo thc kitchcn which sccrncd the 11loht commtdious to him and i~nn~cdiatcly 
had Ira ~ ~ r a d c  which hc himwl C o l ~ c r c -  "20 thc zrc;lt 111en". ' ' 

On 1'3 F rb rmy .  ivc rcjoinrd the r t ~ ~ d  which wcn! Crtn~l Hong-pou-st) diluctly to 
-1.3-I-y and which our visit lo %Ia -chm~ had cnuscd us tct Icilvc. l 'hc tralilc was 
\=cry busy and after m isolation of a fcw days. wc imnlrdiately round ou~xclvcs in 
;I larsc ~ r ~ u p .  

LV: travclcd on thc banks of thc t'c-maho. a t-airly big rivcr which callic. fm~n 
Vat>-tchcnu alld ~ h c  valley r)f which was dcnscly inkahi~cd. It bvas thcru !hilt we 
>an: the Muslin1 f ;~g flying for the first rimc. 

A customs post. cst~hlishcd on thc IcCt ha~ll; of thc rivcr. inildc I ~ C  convo;Va 01- 

~lsrchilndisc going to lh-1,y. pay dues: I notiucd cilscs of guns. paper and silk 
cloth kin: opcncd in a kind of ollicc in thc ope11 air. madc of lr;i\~cs. I:mhrellas. 
tohilcco and haskct wtjrk, cornilig finm Hong-wu-so. cornplctrd this comrnc~i i l l  
flow. Caravans of horws Itudcd with salt went in thc opplsitc dirccticm and camc 
tinm thc f a n ~ r n ~ s  s a l ~  works 01- PC-yen-Isin. Thc >vl(licrs attiachcd to thc uustoln> 
p s t  saw Ua pass with turiosity. hut thcy addressed not a sinplc qucstim to us. In 
the cvcnillg ivc arrived at thc villa2c OC Ny-ki - t i  whcrc a Muslin1 r~fficcr. dcckcd 
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out in a doublc jackct ccjvcrcd with giiudy lace-work. prcscn~cd himself- 10 us. 
c ~ r w ~ c d  hy a icw sstandid-bcarcrs and thc nrlisc oC numcmus fin-crackers. He 
was poli~r but vcry cur11 iuid askcd to scc thc Ict~crs which I ww ka r ine .  I asked 
him in my  tun^ through Tchi~lg-cul-yc. whethrr hc pr)swsscd sufficient authori~y 
lo guxanliT my ii-u. circuliltir>n up to Ta-Ly. as long as the contents r lC my P;LSSP(III~ 
appcarcd wtisfactury to him. He instructed nlc that in PC-you-ti. rlur ncxr ha11 and 
in the town ul- I'in-tchoucn. where we must i ~ m i ~ ~  in four days. thuru wcrc mow 
imponant rlfHci;lls than hi~nwlf. to whuw dccisio~l I 111ust submit myself. --It is to 
thcrn." I answcrcd. -'I will show my p;lsspr>ns." Hc inhisrcd on sl-cing ~ h c ~ n .  1 
d c c l a ~ d  t h a ~  I war, ttxl high placed a n~andarin and he trjo low rankin: an officcr 
fur nlc to asrcc lo  such a mark of  dcfcrcncc. Hc thrratcncd to d r l ~  nly d c w u n . .  
I s ~ x t c d  to lauzh and I a m u s d  mywlf by showing him our wcapns .  rspl-ciall~- 
r)ur rcvolvcrs. I Iis ~stclnishmcnt was :real and hr told mc that curn i l l  Ti-L! the;\- 
did not possess anythins like thcrn. 

:Ucr  a lone rnt-ctin~ which Ix~lcd into thc night and whilc all 111y c o ~ l ~ p a ~ ~ i o n s  
wurc sleeping. he rc.1irc.d without d ~ ~ i s i o n .  dixp1e:lsctJ hccausc hc was unahlc to 

litrur 111c to ziuc in hut also a l i~t lc  intirnidatcd. l h c  ncnt morning. at 5 a.m.. wBcn 
wc wcre preparing lo  Icavc. hc carnc. hack with a fi.w ar>lclici.s and rcrlrwcd his 
dc~ l r ;~~ id .  IIc tr)ld rnc 1h3t ~ h c  chicC in PC-you-ti would r~rr.i\.r adviur fn)m him to 
anust lrlu if I did not granl his rc-qucsr. 

Tchins-cul-yc. jrlincd in his plcas. 1 rlid I I O ~  ;In>wcr bur p tvc  tlir c~rder to dcp;lr~ 
~ I I  a iiml tonc and he rcspxtCully slcppcd asidc ;is wc pilsr~ul. 

The s n t w  ;.urprisc.ci us on  thc mad. \Lk hiid ru Icavc thr valley rjl- thc PC-ma-ho lo 
frjllow thth alrll.;~ small aIllucnt which wcnt up quickly anlidst s r ~ ~ i l l l  c1ii1ili.c rjfhills 
with rounded tops. At ~ h c  c r o s s - n ~ d s  thew 5onldinlcs nfir high yallnws. rln which 
sadly a corpse W;LK htngin:. whilc f a c i n ~  il. a fcw hunliln hcilds wciu i~upalcd rlr l  

har~lhrlcl slicks. Liswlu p o p l c  drcswd in shccp '~  hidrs ivi11l;l.d ahuut hcrc and 
t1lc1.c C ~ I I  111~' slr~pcs. thcir bows in thcir hand. lorlliing for thi: nlusk J r r ~ .  [:%fo.st.lrrrs 
~rm.~-r.lr~fifr.r-rrs. Trm. no~c].  Aiicr a very long and rlifficult 111alr.h w t  amvrd ~ I I  PC- 
vou-ti. ;I p r ~ l r  \-ill;igi: bu i l~  on tliu brights which twrdcrcd ~ h c  \-allcy. Thc lot\-. 



poorly built houses were covered with disiclintcd pl:inks Ihr tilcs. kept in plncc 
with hi? stoncs, which allowcd thu nlelting snow drip into tlic intcrior. It  was h:trd 
to fintl il dry pli~ce to slurp. As for the Muslin1 chief-of whose prcscncc I had burn 
advised. lie did not nppo:lr in  person. he mndc do with sending us n goat and eggs. 
I sent two piasters. a knil? and sonie necdlcs in exchange. 

Plate 37 A Iilrnqrttl 111orr or1 rlir rlrrrrl f r ,  fir-I,\+ f~lr.lr~~.iti,g hv L. l ~ ~ l ~ r p o r - r r ~  fi.ottr 

l l l r l l~r r~ .  

Thc next day wc continocd to nscenrl the valley. which hcc;lrnc narrower and 
n:trroulcr, 11 was j u s ~  3 kind of hollow rratlle on the Ilanks or  thc chain. at tlic 
sunitnit or which wr ilrrivctl. At the point wlicrc we traversed it, it was close to 
thrcc tl1ous:rnd mctors high. 'Thc nppclsitc flank h e l n t ~ ~ c d  to the hnsin of the Pe- 
yen-(sin rivcr which we passcrl the ncxl clay. Its reddish w:Iters were deep c n o u ~ h  
to allow cusy navig;~tion. Almost imrncrlii~tcly wc Icl't this villley to take 111:1t ol':ln 
nftlucnt ol'ttie Icft hunk. at tlic hottom of which run a torrent with olcnr watcrs 
which stacked up i t b  rapids as far as the cye rcachctl to thc south-wcsl. Wr i~scendcd 
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its course b~ a very picturcsquc mad on thc flanks and socm \fc wxhrd thc p i n t  

whcrc it split into an infinity of small hrcloks flowin: in all dircctirms. Fhci~simts. 
thc quia hosts of these solitarq. vallrys. walkcd atwlut grively on the snow. Mr. 
Dtlaportc brought one down with a gun shot and wc wcrc drlightrd by its rich 
colon. Nohndy among us wit< _gcn>d cnrlugh a mologist to r~cr>g~~i/lc in this Fame. 

the beautiful bird that was called a Yunnan uhicktn or h d y  An~hcfit's phea>ant. 
M-2 thoueht it a discovc~ and horn then o~~wards we were thinking about hrnv to 
take a living or stuffcd spcu-irncn (Ifthis maynificcnt s p ~ i e s  back with us to France. 

Some distance from thcrc. w c  psscd a new dividing linc of thc rvatcfi. A s111;lIl 
post with wjldirrs w;ls placed at the very top. W-c warrn~d oursclvcs for njmu lime 
at their hearth kfnrc undcmkin~ thc Fairly steep dcsurlit which \v~uld lrad ur 
into thc p l a i ~ ~  of I'in-tchoucn which opcncd at our CLTI. I t  offcn.d the rllrKt distri'ssirlg 

sicus t)f- devahtiltion. At thc fclot of all thc hills which marked its crtntours. thrrc 
strn-ld fornwrly Iaro,c villazcr which d i s p l a y ~ d  thuir whitr hor~scs ccwjufltisbly in 
thr rice-ficlds. in ~ h c  ccntcr of thc plain. Thew villa~cs were now only hr.;lps of  
n~ins ill ~=hich hen. and thew sornc ncw carpentry work was beginning to rise up in 
scafftllding ayainsl hlackcnrd walls. Straw. hastily laid out. rrpl;icctl thr col1;lpscd 
roof% and tilcs. The mad was strewn with debris. Thc inhabitants had barricdsd 
thrrnwlvcs amidst thc ruins c l C  thrir houses and had built. artwnd c ; ~ h  hamlct. 
rarthcn ivalls duful~dcd by spikes made of sharpened young pine trees I srrippcd of 
~hc i r l  hranchcs. 

I h c  trwn of Pin-tchoucn which was built ;lt thc end ot-this plain on Ihc hanks of 
thc fi-Ian-ho. msc up no lcss ~L'Y;LSIJIL~ 1111idst hautiful cntps. i\ ~.ccr l~ lg rcpaiwd 

citatlcl. with hiyh walls lunl~tail~iilgl Irwpholcs and sum>undcd hy ;I maat fillcd 
with wdcr. msc to thc norlh of  thc. town and offercd ~ ~ ' I l - t h o ~ g h t - r ~ ~ ~ t  dclcn>i\-c 
mcasurcs lie a country in which thc hesicging iun l i rs  usu;il Iy had clnly crutk rnuskcts 
at their disposal. I t  was thc first pliicc ill which we would iind kiusliln chicf3 01'3 

certain irnpr~rlanc-c and ill which wc might 111cct serious ohs~ i r l c~  tcl ~ h c  ctjntinudtion 
uC our journrp Inlrlicdia~uly alicr our ias~allil~ion in thc nlost cr>lnftjrtahlc inn of 
rhc. town. wc rccrivcd the vihit from thc cornmandcr ol'thc ritadcl and snmc of his 
oficcrs. 1 gavr: thc111 the latcr of thc I A I O - ~ M I ~ ~ .  I t  si.cmcd to makc them treat us 
with grcit cstcur~l. A Ccw gifts made their cunqucsl and I was wsurd from then 
r)~iw;~rds 11f rtraching Fi11hc.r I-cguilchcr withou~ hindrmcr. 

W c  Icft thc hasin of the river of Pill-tullt)ucn ;IS wc had done with dl thaw wc 
tra\=crs~d sincr: Yyada-~i. i.c.. by I~L '  villlcy nt i l  liilcr;~] atllucn~ u=hich wc. asccndd 



to ~ h c  dividing linc of thc waters. From thcrt wc discovewci a rather beautiful 
horizon: at our Curl s trurch~d Ihc undulating imgulular valley oClhc I'icn-kio: Ilhrwc 
the im-gular umwns wilh nun); ravines. which hrlunded it in the west. msc thc 
faraway snowy tops of thc nlountains of 1-i-Kiang in the north and thc chain which 
hnrdcrcd Ihc lakc of lh-Ly in thc snuth. w c  wcrc still far rronl I'icn-kio. a big 
markrt town which had k e n  thc ccntcr of a rich and flourishing rc~i r ln  before thc 
wdr. But our i~~~pa t iunuc  to mcct a Chincsr priest. Fathcr Fang made us quicken 
our h i l y  marches. 

In thc rvcninz we reached his homc. d t c r  a march ot- ten hcwrs. IIis wx, thc 
only inhahilahlc house in thc villapu. which had tnwn horribly ckevashlcd. Vc.5 
clow hy a big c l u n  shcd scnud  xs the chapel for thc slnal! Chin2.w parish. Father 
Filng was ahscnt. h u ~  our major4onio. Tching-cul->:c. vzry stwn informcd him of 
thc arrival of '-the hip hnchmcn" .  Hc arrived hastily. Having left thr c u l l c ~ c  in 
Poulo Pinang lorlger ayu than Iiathcr 1.u the Latin l a n g u a ~ c  had h d c d  mom fronl 
his rncmory and. in thc kginninz.  hc had somc Lrt~uble in palking with us in this 
laneuagc. Wc wcrc only a day's march from the rcsidencc o C  Fathcr Lcpuilchur. I 
wmtt  a short letter r o  the lattcr to annrluncc ihu arrival of thc Frcnch Commission 
and Father l imp sent il the samu cvrning hy nnc of his C:hris!i;ins. 11c rrlatcd ill a 
few sin~plc sad words the dislrcss of this unfor~unatc country. cxpowd to thr' 
incursions of the Whites 01-I>-Ly. the reds of Kicou-ya-pin and of = I - chap  and 
~ h c  mtivcs of the rnounhin. who a l k r  having ~nadc  common causc with thc Muslims 
now madc war againsl t hem This w;ls the fourth li~nc. hu add~xi. that he h~d rebuilt 
his drt!clling. 

For rather a lung timc kvc had hccn mom awarc of Ruddhist celchratinns than ol- 

~ h c  rolzmnitics ol- the Christian calendar. The ncxt day w=c lcarncd in thc mass 01- 
I'a~hcr ).:an: thllt l r n t  was kzinniog: wc recuiv~d thc ashes in [hi. company of 
srmc worshipptrs. '‘Once ~ h c  mass was finished. wc s ~ t  off. not m:ithout Icaving a 
Ccw sc~ovcnirs ot-our pilssagc. as wc did in hlai-hang. in the small church. 

i:i. unxscd ~ h c  sizahlr rivcr. which f l~l l ;v~d thrrlugh thc Pien-kio plain froill 
mrth 10 M I U I ~ .  clvcr a pxtty stone bridgc: half thc ricc-tirlds- iormcrly cultivated 
on its banks, wcw abandoned. I Icrc and thcre hlrauhcd honcs mxkcd the plact rlf.  

;1 f i ~ h t  or an assassination. On tht  upps i t e  slopcs somc sugari.anc ticlds wrrc 
turnill€ p u n .  bul wc siwn lcli them k h i n d  t o  cntcr thc higher arcas whcrc wc 
a y i a  mct hu cold. In the afrcrnotln we passed over a ncw pl.ak si~uatcd at  n hright 
of thrcc thousand mrtcrs and kvc began thc dcscenl ayiin. Onc 01- the pr~rtcrs 
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indicated IO Inc. some hundrcds of meters k l o w  us. a snlall plateau which hrlllg 
about half way down on thc flank of the mounhin. h ftw regularly alignrd t rws 
and a Fmup of houses. a h x u  which towcrcd a cross. t~ltirely c o v c r ~ d  it. This H-3% 

the mission. I started to run 31 hwak-neck spccd on the pllh ~ i g m g g i n ~  dowll and 
stmn wiaw ;I man m=i~h a long heard. who WAS cxaniining me attcntivcly fnjm thc 
edge of thc plateau. 

A few minutes later. I was with him: "You mi: Father Lcguilchcr." I said tcl 
him." --bWcs. Sir." he rcplicd aficr some hesitation. 'land you surcly anntlrlncc 
Lieu~cnmt  Cimier from whom 1 have just rcccivcd a letter." 

hiy clrahus. niy bearded facc. nly rifle and my rcvolvrr made mc Itn>k likt a 

loc~tcr in the cyus 01-the pricsl. Evidently it  was not at all how he had imagined a 
naval officer. 

"I am. F~thcr.  thc writer elf thc 1~ttc.r.~- I rcplicd. smiling. -'and I sct that you ~ k u  
mc for my wn-ant. Bur what do you expect:' We carnc froill ajar and i~  hi^\ hcrn a 
long ti111c sincc wc w ~ r c  able to put on nsw dothcs. I t  is not yrw. is i ~ .  who rcprr~achcs 
u s  for our pm)r apprarancr'.'-- 

We exchanged an e~llo~innal  handshakc and 1 intnwluuc-d him 10 [he mcmkrs of 
thc Commission ax  thcy arrived. 

Wc had becn marching now for clcvcn days without intcrruptiun. Sincc our 
dcpzlrturc fmm Saizon. w t  had never accornplish~ul such a Ionz and [iring itinerq:. 
Our porters m=crc cxhaustcd and %IL Udap~mc war aftlictcd by icvcr. In  ihe hrjusc 
clCF;~~hrr Ixguiluhcr we found r c l ~ i v c  co~nron. and the tranquilli~y and mst which 
we needed so much. " 



Chapter 10 

We tieptlt~fi)r  K{-[~v-Tlwfir.sf mwpt iotz h~ the .v~ltfitr 
vcrs r.oIrli~11- A sudcl~n char lgr  it1 his irlrrtrtiot~s torr-clrd.~ 
14s- -We huw to I eu~ je  Trr-L! in grecrt ha.%-fr-1~luident.s (!f- 
our  wft~-t.at-- We w.crr.lr E ~ z t - ~ o r r ~  withoul h t l t ~ x  L I I I C I L . ~ P ~  

With a few words Father Leguilcher brought us up lo date con thc situalion: since 
thc rebellion hc had not s c ~  foot in -Fa-Ls and hc hid his prcscnce in thc urluntry as 
much as possible. Thc alrocities and the eaac~ions  of the Muslims s~i r red  a 
unanimous f~x-ling of hatred everywhere. Howcver. the terror that thcy inspircd 
was ttno grcal for pcoplc simply to shake off. A Tew chicfs of h l n  tribus were still 
resisting in the rnoun~nins and it was with them that thc priest and his Christians 
had sometimes to find refuge. I explained thc objective or our journey to him. The 
lctter of r~x-ommendation of the Lcr (~-pr~p  OC Yunnan sccmed to him a sufficicn~ 
p~xsprlrt. With thc help of thc prestige (of Europeans. the Yuen-r-hntli or sultan of 
Ta-1 .y would prnhahly not see foreigners. whofie scienti fie and commercial mission 
could not harm him. in a had light. Aftcr due cx~nsideration. Father I.c_ruilcher 
dm-idcd to accompany us to Ta-Ly and to run with us the chances of a favorable 
n ~ r p ~ i o n  which certainly would have fmunare rasults tbr his parish and fcw himself. 

At the font elf thc mountain on which F a ~ h e r  Leguilcher livud, there lay the 
small village of Kouang-tia-pin. A Muslim citadel defended it. 11s commander let 
us know that it was the mandarin of CIiang-kounn, a fortified city thirty-two 
kilometen away from 'I'a-Ly on the hanks of the lake, who would be in charge of 
trnnsmitting our request Tor an audicnce to the sullan. I sent an express courier to 

take it to him and I a l w  wnt the lettcr of recommendation of the Luo-p~pii .  Aftcr 
a rest of twenty-four hours in Tou-touy-we, wc s c ~  oftagain on the rt~ad. 

On 29 February. from the heights of the peak which boundcd the small valley of 
Kouang-tsa-pin. we discovered thc' lake of Ta-Ly, one of the rnrost beautiful 
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landscapes givcn for us to admire during thc journey. A high chain of mountains. 
covered with snow, ronned the background of this painting. At their fcet, the blue 
waters of the lake lay across the plain in a mass or low places covered by gxdcnx 
and villages. A short dcscenl brought us to the vcry edges of the lakc, around 
which we circled by the north to rcach the eastern bank. The numerous villages 
that we saw wore the cruelest traces of devastation. Only the crops seemed not 10 
have suffered at all and they appcared to be flourishing. At 2 p.m.. we presented 
ourselves at the gates ofthc fortress of Hiang-kouan which. built at the foot of the 
lakc and at the foot of the mountain itself. completely blockcd the way. The 
mandarin of the place told us that he declined to let us go any further beforc thc 
,arrival of a reply from the sultan. 

Plate 38 A Muslim mufti uf Tcr-Ly   draw in^ by Janet-Lnti~e, h n s ~ d  on a 
photoat-apll). 



Chapter I0 

While waiting we had to install ourselves in a small i~ h a t e d  outside thc city. 
The curiosity of h e  crowd was more contained and lcss troublesome than il had 
been in thc Chinese part of Yunnan which we had already travcrsd. The few 
Christians who had accompanied Mhcr  Lxguilcher. trembling hDcausc of the 
dangers to which the latter happily cxpwcd himself in our wmpany. kept him 
informal about the remarks of thc pm>ple and tried to daducc thc reception that 
would be given to us. Thus singular rumors =ached me con~inually and. since I 
was uscd lo the ridiculous inventions for which we had uftcn been the pretext or 
thc object, I attached l i ~ l c .  imporlance to them. Again ihcy repeated that a short 
while ago. sixteen E u r o p c a s  and four Malays had come lo Ta-Ly itself to takc 
charge of the production of bombs for the sultan. Having not been able to keep 
thcir promise. the sixteen Europeans had been put to death and the four Malays 
had been dekncd in chains while for a similar fate. They addcd. pointing 
to us: "Thme there will surcly be more capable." The work of the expeditirm's 
artist. ' who p l x d  himself on a protruding m k  to sketch the pantjrama of the 
lake. gave rise to? hundred comments. "Why hlic the image of our country and of 
these mounhins," they said. "if it is no1 lo conquer it more easily?" 

In order not to aggavalc rhese suspicions. I had to hold my questions and lake 
the Fates1 pprccautions to obtain the ~ C W  geographical and polilical details that 
were indispnsable to fie. 

Thc next day. ;. 4 p.m.. Lhc rcplly h m  Ta-1.y finally arrived: it was favorahlc. 
The mandarin of Hiangkouan apologixd. cven as he handed it to us. for having 
kept us this long. This politeness seemed to t~ a gmd augury to us. 

On 2 March in the rntjrnin~ we resumed our jwrncy. We traversed H iang-kt~uan, 
thc walls of which hathcd Lhcir foet in the waters of thc lake on one side and. on hc 
other side. scaled thc mountain which rose straight up and made this namlw gorge 
extremely easy rn dcfcnd. Bcyond this. the bank of h c  lake stretched out again in 
a magnifimnt plain on which the city of Ta-Ly- was situated. At the southcm end of 
the lake. the moun~ain came down again to thc odge of the water and produced a 
second pass, which was also defended by a fortress. i-e., that of Hia-kouan. Hia- 
kouan and Hi*-kouan, surrounded by crenelated and solid walls were two 
veritahlc g a b  to Ta-Ly. These two wclldefended passes wt>uld k impregnable 
and thcy wwld leave n o  other routc than the lake by which to rcach the city. 

A wide, p a v d  road ran direct1 y thrc~ugh the plain of Hiang-ktm lo Ta-Ly- The 
mandarin of Hiang-kouan gave us an cscorl of ten soldiers, ct~mmanded by a young 
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oficcr wwich a gentle, pleasan1 face wi~h whom my first relations were excellent. 
This esulrt went ahead of us h a u s e  of thc slow p w p s s  of our porters. During 
the march. unsettling rumors reached mc again. All the priest's Christians dcserted 
one aficr the othcr. Our prim did no1 seem too reassured themselves. I had to 
maintain thc smicrest walch on thcm. 

At 3.30 p.m. rvc arrived at thc town's nonh gate. Wc found our ~scort  there and 
we irnmodiately entered with them. In a matter of scconds a huge crowd amaqsed. 
following us down the great avenue which traversed Ta-Ly fmm north to soulh. In 
the cenlcr of thc town and in b n t  of the residence of the sultan, a cwnelated 
building with a dark, forbidding appxmance, we had to stop for a while to parley 
with IH'O mandarins who w m  sent to mmt us. Ihring this stop, we were surrounded 
and pushed by the crowd and a soldicr snatched the bat from one of us. ' surely so 
that the sultan, who. they said. wa watching us from the heigh~ of a balccmy of his 
palace, muld ktter sct: his face. lhis insolence, which was immediately punished 
by a punch which bloodied the f x c  of the agressor, resulted in indcscribablc 
turmoil and risked provoking a fight. The two mandarins slanding in between lus 
and the crowd] and the determind posture or our Annamites, who had groupl 
around us and who had unsheathed their dm-bayonets, neverthclcss stoppEd the 
hmtile gestures of the crowd and wc managed without further incident to reach thc 
Turnen which had k e n  assignd to us ax lodgings, h a t e d  at thc southern cnd of 
 he city, outside the wall. 

Irnmedia~cly after twr arrival a higher-ranking mandarin than all those we had 
seen so far presented himself a5 the official envoy of thc sultan and requested on 
his behalf to know who we werc, whence wc came and what was Lhe purposc of 
our visit. 

I answercd through thc intermediary of Father Leguilchcr h a t  we wcrc sent by 
the French government to explnrc the country watered by the 1-an-lsang Kianz. 
and that. having arrivd in Yunnan a few months ago, wc had learned that a new 
kingdom was being formed in Ta-Ly and srt we wantcd to salute its chief in ordcr 
to prepare, if he so desired, to set up cornrncrcial and frimdly relations between 
France and himself. I gave some expIanations a b u t  the scientific aims and 
absolutely peaceful character of our work. Finally. I apologi7sd lhat I only had 
gifts of low value to offer the sultan and that I was unable to present the o f i m  of 
the mission to him in dress uniform sincc we were forced by thc length and the 
difficulties of our journey to shed almost all our luggage. I ~ c c i v e d  the gracious 



answer thal I should fear nothing in this rcspxt and hat whoever we were wc 
would he wclcc>mc. To avoid any surprises or misunderstandings, I asked to know 
ihc c~iquette for the reception. ?Icy told me that it was the custom to makc Ihrw 
deep bows lo the sultan. Upon my objecticln that the French deplore this fashion of 
salu~ing, and that. even ri.~4-1:i.r a sowreign.  he salute consisted of a simplc how, 
thcy agreed to allow our pmodum h u ~  thcy exacted the promise thal ntlnc of us 
would bear arms. 1 then ct~rnplaincd about the insult which a ~oldicr had offered to 
a rncmbcr of the mission, insisting on our status as envoys and on the gravity of 
this outrage. They tdd mc hat  Ihe sultan had already scvcrcly punished this 
insolence and such an act would no1 happen again. 

Aftcr exchanging a few more wclrds. Ihe sultan's envoy retreated. leaving us 
delighted with his cordiality and his fincssc. 

Smn hc camc back with a fa-seu, i-e., one Lhc eight high dignitaries who 
ct~rnpowd the supreme council of the sultan. Both demanded that I repeat h c  
cxplanalions which I had already given on thc subjcct of our mission. I did this as 
c l d y  as possible: -Thus you have no1 expressly been sent to Ta-Ly by your 
wvcrcign?" I answered. "How would this bc possible because when we left thcy 
were unaware in Francc thrtt thcrc was a king in this city?" Thcy then lxgged me 
lo cnlrusl to them the Chinese lcttcrs of which I was the bearer fnr thc king of Se- 
tchouen to show them to thc sultan: I agreed. They retired and scxlrned as much 
satisfied as the first timc. 

Wc spent this fmt night in Ta-Ly rathcr quietly. It was my intention to allow my 
traveling companions a rest nf .wvcral days in his city and to go alnnc with Father 
Leguilcher to the edges of the Iang-tsang Kiang. 'from which we wcrc rmly four 
days' march away. I would thcn havc ascended this river to the hrdLr of Li-kiang 
f w  where the rest of the mission, a f r  having recovered from the hardship of the 
forced march that we had made since Tong-tchouen, would havc joined me. 

Thc ncxl morning, by 9 a.m., just aas 1 was lrying to collect all the necaTsq 
information for this plan, they camc lm~king for Father Leguilcher on bchalf or the 
sultan. At the same time, they let rnc know that perhaps the latter would not rcceive 
me that day. The priest did not comc hack till noon; his face was dcqly upset. The 
sultan refused to see us and a d v i d  us to Icave the next day by the samc road that 
we had come. He had .wid: 'Tell these foreigners that thcy can lay hold on all the 
countries which hordcr thc Lan-tsang Kiang but that they must stop at the borders 
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of my kingdom. They can subject thc eighteen provinces of China bul the one that 
1 govern, will give them morc trouble than the rest of he kingdom." IIe had added: 
"Don't you know that harely a few days ago I had put to death three Malays? If I 
spare the livcs of those that you accompany, it is out of respect for their quality as 
foreigners and for the letters of wornmendation of which t h y  were the hexers. 
These arc  turned to you. Even if hey had been able to draw the mountains and 
measurc  he depth of my watcrs: lhey will not manage to cclnquer them. As for 
you," thc sultan had cnded, softening his tone, "1 know your religion, I haw wad 
its btwks. Muslims and Christians are broth~rs. Go back home and I will make you 
a mandarin so that yuu can govern your people." 

During h c  whole- mecling the pricst had remained standing, wi~hout being ahlc 
to say anything, besiczed by questions [from thc crowd.] to which they did not 
cven expect an answer, shouted at and hooted by thc crowd. In vain. he requesld 
that thc bystanders bc sent away so that he might speak morc openly. It had k n  
agreed mfl to listen lo him at all. 11e energetically repudiated scveral tirncs the 
label "Englishman" which he heard around him. 

To what must such a sudden ahout-lum be attrihuM! Surely to the military 
entwragc of the sultan, to whom a scientific and disintexstcd motive musl be 
entirely unbclievahle. A power that was h r n  nf rchllion, [with] hc object of thc 
repulsion of the rnasscs whom it overloaded with laxes. living only by teme and 
crimc. must be suspicious and crucl. Our official relations with the Chincsc 
authorilics placed us. in regard to hem, in a delicate position which justifid their 
defiance. Finally, dcspite all our asscnions to the contrary, the assumption that wc 
werc Englishmen had played an important part in the decisiclns which had k e n  
made h u t  us. since the Muslims of Yunnan wcm not at all willing to entertain 
relaticlns with thosc from India, who deeply h a d  the foreigners dominating them. 

This aq.s&ion sccmcd to contradict the exccllcnt reception which the linglish 
mission oTMajor Sladcn m i v d  a fcw months laicr h r n  the Muslim authorities 
of Tcng-yue tchcou. It was very well possiblc that this reccplion was entircly due 
to a desirc to repair thc bad irnprcssion Europms must havc gained fn)m Ihc 
reception of the Frcnch Commission in 19-Ly. Distinguishing between Wcstern 
nations in Yunnan was very difficult and they awnbed the gratest solidarity among 
thcm. Their prcetig. I havc often said. rcmained greal. A letter fwm Father 
Lcguilcher, dated Maxhang. 24 March I R69. informed us that after our departure 
Ihe sultan h i  swmed conclmed about thc consequenws of his poor r q t i o n .  



Hc had the walls of Hiang-kouan and h w  of Hia-kouan built up by three meters 
and made a study of erecting batteries on the banks of the lake. Thc monastery 
with the three towers, which was situated at the foot of thc mountain north of Ta- 
Ly, having attracted the attention af Mr. Delaporte, who had drawn it, they had 
built two or three small fofls on thal side. 

On thc other hand it seemed unlikely to mc hat  the governor of Teng-yuc, an 
official a p t  of the govemment of Ta-Ly and in frequent relations with it, had 
heen ignorant of the of the French Commission in Ta- I ,y in March, and 
that he had been sincere on 30 Junc in affirming several times to Major Sladcn that 
this Commission had been attacked by hustilc lribes in the surroundings of Xicng 
FIong and the majority of its m c m h  had died. 'In this I can only see an intention 
lo shift the blame for an attack which migh~ have been planned hy thc Muslims. in 
caw it was successful. 

Finally, I must remark that all the attmpts of Major Sladen to mn~inue his 
itinerary to Ta-Ly were in vain and hat, dcspite the courtesy of the reucption 
which he received in Mwmcin [Modmein]. in the end, he has not hccn successful 
in going beyond that border town. 

Thc suddcn change which had mcurrad in he sultan's intentions towards us 
might havc k o m e  even more pronounced. kspi tc  our small n u m b ,  the firmnrsss 
of our at~itude, our weapns the powers of which they exaggerated and on accr3unt 
of which wonders were told and, finally, thc pmtige of the European name which 
had pncuated to Ta-Ly, stopped them from going to the last measure againsl us 
on occasion. But passion might soon overcome prudence and fmrn one moment 
to Lhc next we might have everything to fear. Nevertheless 1 resolved, dcspik the 
contrary advice of Father Lcguilchcr, not to bring forward the morncnt xl by  he 
sullan for our departure. 

Thc whole afternoon long a g a t  numbcr or Muslim officials camc to look at 
us, rnoliva~ul by curiosity or by the desire to watch w r  conduct closely. nut of 
prudcncc, we had to abstain from obslrr-ing. from drawing or from wriling. I 
transmitted to the sultan our regrets for thc crude mistrust he entertaind for us 
and I cnclosed the gifts which I inkndd for him, despite the enky t h y  might 
incitc. especially a Lefaucheux revolvcr with all its accessories. 

Ry 5 p.m., thc sultan called the chief of our cscott. Smn thereafter he camc 
hack and told me that he had receivcd thc odcr to take us  back to Hiang-kouan he 
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next morning. He showed me a sealcd letter which hc had to give to thc mandarin 
of that town at the same time. 1 enlisted this excellent young man for our cause by 
presenting him with some gifts and I agreed that cilrly in the morning we would 
leave and avoid crossing the city. I reared that. the hostile attitude of the sultan 
being known, thc crowd would only show itwlf to be hostilc and that some 
ovcr~ealous soldiers would try to takc advantage of this to satisfy the hidden desire 
or  their chief, without compromising him. 

That evening. I had the gum, which I capped niysclf, loaded with rhc greatest 
care. 1 indicated to my men what thcy must do in casc of an alert. 1 assured myself 
of thc loyalty of our luggage porters by promises. 

Plate 39 A gong in  n pagorlcr ( O r n u ~ i n ~  by J N ~ I P I - ~ I ~ R P ,  hnsed clrt a skerrh of L. 
D ~ l o p o r i ~ ) .  

The night passed in worrisome waiting. They had placed a guard at our door 
and wc wcre followed when we went our. At any moment, I expected an order 
countermanding our departure and transforming our seclusion into final captivity. 
Ar I I p.m. one of the high-ranking mandarins of thc s ~ ~ l t a n  was scnt to ask u? 
which njutc we intended taking to return. I replied simply that I did no1 know the 
answer. The night passed without athcr incident. 



Chapter 10 

The next day, at 5 a.m., we sct OH, well armed and well gmupl.  We skirted h c  
city of Ta-l .y lo the south and cast and marched almost withoul stopping the thirty- 
two kilometers which scparald us fmm Hiang-kouan. 1 was in haste to gct to the 
other side of this fortification which. as one may remember, completely barrcd he 
access to thc plain. Just as we were about to pass the town's first gate. the captain 
of our escort slopped us and said that he had been orded,  until new orders from 
the sulhn arrived, to ludg us insidc his passage, in a small yutnrn which he 
pointed out to us. 

I pretended hat I took for an offer of courtess what was surely a diguisud 
imprisonment and answered t h a ~  after the reccpion in Ta-1-y. it was impossihlc for 
mc to accept hl: hospitali~ of lhc sultan. Nevcdcless. not wishing this precipilous 
retreat to look like a flight. 1 addcd hat. if the mandarin of Hiangkoum had any 
communications for me, I w ~ u l d  wait in thc small inn wherc we had lodgcd when 
we carnc. 

The Muslim offificcr protested thc scrioious resprmsibility he assumcd by allowing 
any modification of an order he had received. hut I insisted, clcarly resolved to 
force the passage, if need be, hcfm he was ahlc to alert the garrison of Hiang- 
kouan. Whilc he galloped olT lo inform the gwernor of thc town of the conflicl 
which had ariscn. I quickly pushd my small column through the gates nf the 
fortress. which wc traversal without new obstacles, and a few minutes latcr we 
found nursclv~.  as I had promid .  camping in the designated inn, [his time having 
open and f ~ y :  countryside before us. 

We were barcly there than thc governor of Hianz-kouan had Fahcr kguilchcr 
calld.  He wantcd to offer a huge prim for a revolvcr similar to thc one I had given 
thc sultan. He had also received w order to providc us with a new cscort and two 
mandarins to accompany us to thc horder and to sct Ihc stages nf our itinerary. Wk 
had to sleep in Hiang-kouan and wait for the next day  ill the arrival of the mandarins 
and their escort. 

I answered that I might give arms as a present. but that I did not scll lhem and 
thar. during my journey, I expectd lo keep my f d o m  of action and that I would 
take no account of thc cscorl and the mandarins which thcy wanted to scnd with 
me. I gave a first p m f  by leaving ha t  very evening to reach Ma-cha. a village 
situated at the riorthcrn end of the lakc. 
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When leaving Ta-Ly, to reduce thc serious m q u e n c e s  which might resul~ 
from a desertion by our porters as a consequence of a scuffle with Ihc crowd, I had 
shared the most precious or most indispensable objects of our luggage among ~ h c  
four Annarnilcs of the escort. Mr. Dclapoae had taken with him a gold ingot of 
fifteen hundred francs, which at that lime was h u ~  half our forlune. ' He Ins1 il on 
the journey bclween Hiang-kouan and Maxha. Whcn he realized h i s .  we retraced 
our steps but all our .warching was in vain. Thc road which followed the hank of 
the lake was very busy: our ingot had easily found a new pmpriclor. 

On 5 March we continued wr journey. The fatigue of our pmrs prevented us 
from doubling our march and amvc that evening at the preshytcy or Tou-touy- 
tse. the iwlated location of which could be msily defended with the help of 
Christians and which would shelter us from immediaw pursuit and give us sum 
time to brcathe. We had lo stop at nightfall at an inn of the rnarkct town Kouang 
tia-pin. Our arrival was immodialely communicated to thc commander of  he 
neighboring citadel, who had Falhcr Leguilchcr infomed thal he must come to 
him. The latter told me of his livcly fears ahout  he result5 of this intewicw. The 
commander of Kouang-tia-pin might have m i v e d  orders to separate the small 
group of foreipcrs from their interpreter, so that the): Icf~ to themselves and not 
knowing the languagc or the customs of the counuy. might more easily fall into an 
ambush. On the other hand, we were obliged to pass undcr the walls of the citadel 
to rcgain the mountain and thc road to Se-tchouen and it was imprudent to break 
c~pl:nly with thc p s o n  who mmmanded it. We simply let him know that the evening 
had progreswd too far for a visit but thal the next morning Father kguilcher 
would XCL-t his invitation. This  ply did not satisfy him at all. Three soldicrs 
camc back awn thereafter and brutally tlrdered the pricst to follow them. Thc 
poor missionary, in an agony of w i ~ h  fear, belicvod his last hour had come. I Ee 
considered i~ as dangernus to resist as lo obey. He had compromised himself for 
us: 1 had thc duty to makc a decision for him. I rntm forcefully rcpeated the rcply 
which we had already sent to the mcsscngers and I begged them lo be satisfiad 
with this. They insistcd with all the astonishment and insolence inspired by a 
resistancc 10 which thcy were not at all accustomed. Temfied by their threats, 
which hc understood hdter than wc did. Father hguilcher w a n d  to follow thcm. 
I held him back while our Tagals and the Annamite seqeant pushed hack the 
soldicn. The latter rclired. cursing that they would come back in force and that 
our heads would soon be on stakes in the mar kc^. We werc &ginning to y t  so 
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used m this internprance of language that it ma& li~tle impression on us. Howc\,er, 
we did not take the indis~nsable pcautions lcss seriously: each man received a 
revolver in addition to his rifle and Father Lepilcher himself agrccd to bear arms. 
I had all the s m t s  to the inn g& and we passed the night awake. Ihcre were 
only tun of us h u ~  each having a revolver and a rifle. we had seventy bullets to fire 
before we had to rel~ad our arms. That wa5 suficienl to hold a Muslim rcgirnent 
at a respectable distance. N o m y  showed up. 

Early next day, after having made all our pojrlers go ahead of us and having 
given hem a rendezvous in Tou-touy-tse, we escorlcd Father Leguilchcr on 
horsehack to the gate of the citadel. I informed thc commander of the fort that lhe 
priest had cornc lo pay him the visi~ that he had requcslcd, but that the inkmiew 
should not last longer than len tninutcs. If, aftcr lhis timc. Ihe priest had not come 
back, we ourselves would go and sarch for him. Our assurance was indeed intended 
to upct  peoplc used to w i n g  everybody tremble in front of thcm and for whom 
this kind of language was z frightening novelty. The commander of the furl simply 
informed Fahcr W i l c h e r  that hc had received the order from Ta-Ly to cscort us 
to IIK border. The prics~ gave him the answer that I had already given to the govmr  
of IIiangkouan and his negotiator did not insist on more. He cven beggal him to 
b d  off the meeting, fearing, hc added 'lo go beyond the time fixed and to cause 
thc great men to h o m e  impatient". ' An hour later we amvcd at the residence of 
the priest where we look t\KO days' resl, made necessary by the hardships and 
upsets of the preceding days. 

On 7 March a new messenger from the fort came to beg Fdther kguilcher to 
mme "alone" to mange the slages of our route with the Muslim commander. We 
nahrrally considered this communication as never having arrived. 

h p i t e  the speed with which wc had to make the journey from Ta-Ly, I had 
becn able to collect sornc interesting information on thc region. its inhahitants. its 
resrlurces and its commerce. 

?kc lake of Ta-L3., situated at an altiulde of more than two thousand meters, 
meaxured about Ihirty-six kilometers from the north to thc south, with an avcrage 
width of ninc to ten [kilometers]. Its depth was very considerable: in somc places 
it was deeper t h d  a hundred metcrs. There appeared to be wmc islands in the 
soulh-eastcm part. Thc lake was at a highcr level than the neighboring rivers and 
its infiltrations could fwd tho= which hclonged to  he basin of the Blue River 
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Plate 40 A snrlptrrred cltnir in a po~nda ((clrtru)ing by H. Catet~occi. hl~srd on o 
skrtrlt of L. D~lrrport~). 

mixing with the ancient populations or the country. Thcse former Chincse 
immigrants were trcnted with contempt by the pure Chinese and an antagonism 
resulted from thic; i t  had in no small measure contributed to the Min-kia staying 
neutral, at the beginning of the stmgglc between the Muslims and the Imperials. 
Rut. artcr sornc time, thc clespotihnl and the violence of the masters of Ta-Ly 
exasperatcd thesc peaceful people and led hy an energetic chief. Tong, the Min- 
kia campaigned successfi~lly against the Muslims for a long timc. Tong was killed 
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in an encounter in 1866 and the victors pursud his family with a ragc of which 
few examples were known. Tdy, these disr>rganized peoples in Ihc immediate 
vicinity of Ta-Ly had no chief and with trepidalion bore the dominitlion of the 
sultan. The Pen-ti especially inhabited the plain of Tong-tchouen lo ~ h c  north of 
thc lakc and the district of PC-ycn-tsin. They had a completely different costume. 

Under diffcmnt names. the Lolo or the representatives of the original race 
inhabited the summils d the mountains and hcy did not accept my authorily. 
'Iheir depredations made the population of thc plain tremble. Ccrtain districts of 
thc area around Pien-kio paid to one of their t r iha ,  called the Tcha-su, an annual 
rent which was a sort of insurance against thc rustling of animals. This rent however 
did not protect against all damage and the insurd had only the right to half of the 
value if their animals wcrc taken away. 

The Xktan clcment began to play a m e r  role in the cthntqyaphy of this 
region. It was cerlainly to this human offshoot that we must a~tach the Mosso 
tribes that inhabited thc upper parts of thc valleys of the Blue Rivcr. the Mekong 
and the Salween. Perhaps wc can also see in them the remnants of thc population 
of the kingdom of Tou-ran which existed in h c  ninth century on thc borders of the 
kingdom of Na-tchao or Ta-Ly. 

I will simply enumerate the principal mixcd tribes of this part of Yunnan: the 
Tchong-kia. or i@dly fmm Kouy-tcheou: thc Pa-sou, inhabiting h e  vicinity of 
Li-kian; the Larm-jcn. on the right bank of thc Lan-tsang-Kiang, five days to the 
north of Ta-Ly '" and thc Si-fan who were disseminated on the rn~ntiers of Se- 
tchouen and Yunnan. This laxt tribe still had. whcn we passed thcrc. thc dissolute 
morals which Marco Polo indicated in the thirteenth centur)'. 

-lhe Tibetans maintained numerous relations with a country. parl of which had 
formerly been dvminaul by them. They ofkn went on a pilgrimage to some places 
in thc vicinity of Ta-Ly. Among these we should mention the Thc-long or the 
"stone cave". a rnagificcnt cave of stalacdtcs. situated four Icapcs  to the south- 
easl of Kouang-tia-pin. It was one of the mosl venerated places of B c  region. Its 
height was that of the nave of a cathedral; its length reached h~ kilometers. 
Mort than a hundred families found shelter in it during the war with the Muslims. 
They extracted sulphur from it. 

The trade of Lhc west of the provincc had hvo main wllcts before the war: onc 
towards Burma by Tcng-ywe tcheou and Barno: the other by Xkt. .lb Burma they 
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cxported rhubarb, copper, flints for guns, musk and gnld. in exchanzc for cotton. 
The caravans gathered a1 Hia-kouan. at the southern end of the lakc of Ta-1.y. In 
two days hey arriwd in Yun-tchang; in six days in Tong-yue tchcou; in nine days 
in Mefou. At this p i n t  there was a Pa-y customs post, subject to China: scven 
days dtc r  Mo-fou onc would arrive in Rarno. The Rurrncse cuqtoms levied a t i~he 
on the imprted pnducts. It was payablc to Ava, in mmey or in kind. The Chinese 
customs levied thrce-tenths of a ~tzel F r  load of cotion in Mn-foo. 

Despite thc efforts of the Muslims to keep this kade routc open, thc uncertainty 
and the arbitrariness of their domination and Ihe r o k r i e s  of the Kakhyen trihcs 
which inhabited the m a  between Bamo and h e  b r d e r  of Yunnan. had more or 
less reduced the commercial traffic in this direction to nothing. l1  The cotton 
neces-say for Chincsc consump~iun had k e n  imprted fmm the ccntral pmvinccs 
of China and trials with the culture of this textile had been madc in the hottest 
parts oTYunnan. As a result of his,  a flow [of trade] from Ta-ly to Sc-tchouen and 
the ntmh-east had been established. The greedincss and the commcrcial 
perscvcrance of thc Chinesc had not been disheartend. either by the war. or by 
the slate of thc roads. While in Europc the halting of all mde  betwccn the 
belligerents was  he unavoidable conscqucnce of a stall: of war. in China thc lrade 
continued amid the battles and wmed to k an occasion for thc mandarins to face 
up to the costs that they brought with thcm. The population did not at all rollow 
thc pvernrnenL5 in political conflicts Thcy stayed t l u ~  of them as much as possible 
and this manner of acdng in no small measuru contributed to extending the 
rckllions. The rebellion nT Ta-1,). wtluld have had no future if. as uzr>uld have 
happened in a Europzan country. all communiuations with the rest of the Empirc 
had been prohibited. Thc Muslim government had reali7d Lhac it must maintain 
commcrcial relations with Se--khoum at any pnce. and it abandoned its habits of 
exactions and violencc towards thc merchants' caravans. Although. in order to 
stage an act of independence frnm Peking, it had ordenxi all its suhjmts to lel thcir 
hair gnw. and although it prohihitcd emigration, it had allowed the rncrchants and 
the Chinese portcrs, who camc T m  out~idc. to prescicrvc their hair plaits. which 
was thc distinctive mark of thcir origins. l'hc barbers in h e  villagc of Ninung- 
poung-lse, locatud close to thc customs posl established at the p i n 1  of entry ro the 
Muslim ~crritory- khad plenty of business cutting the hair of all tho% waho entcnxl 
the kingdom of Td-Ly, or all those who managed to gct out. The former wcrc keen 
to kccp the dislinctive mark which would allow thcm lo return home, thc latter 
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were kecn to rcpssess [the symhl  vTj their nationality and to acl out of hatred for 
their oppressors. The mandarin of Pin-lchouen, on whom thc customs post of 
Nioung-pung-tse depended, had h e  strictest orders to pn)loct the caravans of the 
merchants. If these were rnhhcci by h e  Lolo or by gangs of vagrant soldiers whn 
wandcrod the countryside,  he villages closest to the thcater of the crime had to 
pay for h e  damage caused. It was unnecessary to add that thc tax imposed was 
always higher than thc loss suffered by the rncrchants and that the authorities lhus 
gainod a double d v a n t q c  fmm the protection givcn Lo trade. 

lhey cxponed tea from Pou-cul and salt from the salt wtlrks of the province to 
Se-tchoucn by way of the road of Nioung-poung-tse. They impnod cotton cloth, 
haberdashery. porcelain, crudc earthenware, urnhrcllas, hats and other objects of 
kskct-work and white cmjpcragc. 

The exchanges between 'li bet and Lhc kingdom of Ta-ly ctmsislod of knuung- 
lien. a hiller root which was very much used in Chincsc mdicine. woolen cloth, 
deer horn, run (of bears and fnxcs). wax, resinous gum and hc oil of nuts. These 
g l o d s  paid a due of onc t.sie~~ per load in Oue-si, a Mwso town located on the 
border or Yunnan and % k t .  The products imported fmm Yunnan entered duty- 
k c  into Tibet. Thew were: tea, cotton cloth. rice wine. sugar. haberdashc~ and 
i mnmongerq.. 

Thc industrial production or hc kingdom of Ta-Ly had diminished a great deal 
since thc war. It was importan1 from the metallurgical p i n t  of view. The copper 
mines of Long-pao, Ta-kong and Pe-iang were the most important of this region, 
in which there were also deposits of gold, silver, mcrcury, iron, lead and zinc. In 
Hwkin they produced p a p  ram barn-. They formcd bundles of equal length 
with the fihers from his  plant which wcrc crushed and macerated in limc. Then 
thcy were placed in an oven in contact with steam and lhey heated this for twenty 
days. Then thcy wcre exposed to a cold walcr stream and then they wcrc again 
placed in layers, in a second oven. F z h  laycr was covered up by a plaster madc of 
lard and p flour. After another hiling they obtained a paste which was spread 
out on a lattice wtwk in excessively thin laycrs which were dried in the sun. Thus, 
sheets of a rather crude and unevcn hul very resistant paper werc ob~ained. 

I n  Ta-ly, gold and silver were exchanged at a ralc or one for twelve. Tbc mat 
of donkeys was vcry much appreciated and considerable quantities were schd Ihcre. 
Hunting tor musk deer [Moschus mo.~:hifem.~. Tran. note] was one of the grcatcst 



[sources of rcvcnuc for the mountain p p l c .  Musk was snld in thc plxc  itself for 
its own weight in silver. In the valley of lhc Pien-kio. there wcrc numerous sugar 
mills. In Ho-tchang. north of Rouang-tia-pin there wen: kcnle and imn basin 
rnanuFacturcs. They said therc wax alw platinum in this arca. 

A littlc txhind h e  presbytery of Tou-touy-me. we ohsenad a long vista of the 
Blue Kivcr, which opened to the north. On the left bank thcrc was a market, to 
which thc Kin-cha-Kiang had givcn its name and where the n ~ d  which came from 
Yun-pe ended. 
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Plate 41 
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Isirlnrp Frrrt,~, o Clrr.i.sti(rri rroi-ic.c trlr+rrii.iri,y 1 7 ~  Gilh~rr, hcrs~(1 nrr rr slirtrli 
nporfr j. 
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Frottt EI - LY to  Sui,q(~t~-Re~itrt? I(> I i ~ t ~ , q - t ( ~ l ~ o ~ f ~ ~ t ~  

Thc Failu~.c of our juorncy lo  1-a-1.y had ct~mpromiscd ~ h c  pls i l io i l  of Fathcr 
Luguilcllcr who could not stay in thc country any lrlngur without dingcr. Nillc 
indi\:idu;~ls. four of whom wcrc Frcnchmcn. had a p p r c d  d;lllgtrl.cx~s enough lo  
1hrci1le11 thr' sullan. mcnacing cnou~h  for h im to fuar disposing of thcnl by f0rc.c. 

hut i~ f i c r  ~hc i r  (lcparlurc thc missionary who h i d  wn-id as their intcrprclcr and 
puidc wtjuld k withr)ut prrltccticln from his swift vcllgcance. Father lxeuilchcr 
undcrsrcnjd this and dcspi~c his rcluulanct 10 leave his parish. hc agreed lo  jo in us 

in Sc-tchcou Cou. whurt: wc had agr~'~'d to 111czt Con~mallder de I.;lrlrec and nrar to 
which ~ h c  vicm aprlstolit of 't'ull~ra~l rcsidcd. Wc left together on 8 March. &-spill: 
our liccping hisdsparlurc WL-rc~. thc Chrisiian familics who wcrc closcsr w n s d  ir 
and u=crc upset. The pricst hddu the111 Lui'well i n  ~voching words which ~n;ldc. 
thil111 WL'I'P. 

1'athi.r 1.c~uilchcr took with him only a young r)rph;111 ~ h o m  hc had adopted 
when he was vury young a11d who had not lcft him sincc that timc. This yr)uiy 
novice. by thc nainc o f  1sidr)rt Fa11g. rcl~dcrrrl 11s nun\;' wniccs subs~-quc.n~ly by 
his intclliycncc and dcv t ) l i ~~ l .  

On 15 March aficr a r~pid man-h without scriuus incidcn~. wc wcrc h x k  in the 
~ r r r i ~ o r y  oC~hc Irnpcrials. P~ssing thc custo~lis post o l  Nioung-poung-lsc. Ikithcr 
I .c~uilchc.r war rccogni/xd arid pr)illttd out by :I soldier. Kcsiding in thc country 
for many \..cars and no1 hcing 3 rridcr. hi: did not have the right tn lcavc Muslim 
lcmiory tv i~ht~ut autht>ri/ i~l iv~~. 

Folll~natcly. our Annamitcs wcrc ncar the priest and thc Ireatmen1 they inflicted 
on thc. in l i~rmcr dissuaded his ctlmpil~liuns from o p p s i n ~  our passagu: thcy 
rcspcctfully salutud us on our way. 
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Plate 42 Eldm-ly r7nti1~ ttv)rrrrrr in K.11ntrg-sin (dr.crrt.in,q i ~ y  Jctnrt-Ltrw~r. hosed 
r?rr ( 1  skptch qf L. D ~ l ~ ~ p o t - t ~ ) .  

The next day, we left the road wc had followed from Ma-chang and went directly 
to Hong-pou-so. We did not leave until we had written to Father Lu to tell him of 
the arrival of Father Lcguilcher and lo arrange a meeting in thc lattcr village. Wc. 
arrived early in Tchang-sin. a small market town which was very buxy. We receivrd 
a good reception thcrc and the authorities congratulated 11s on gclling our of Ta-Ly 
sale and sound. 

Tchang-sin was situated to the wcst, and closc to the line of sutnrnils of the great 
chain which radiated from rlic ccnrcr of Yunnan to (lie nut at the contluencc of thu 
Kin-chang-Kiang and the PC-chouy-Kiang. Some kind offair was going on in thc 
village and i t  had artractctl all the hill tribe people from the surrounding arcn. 



lire>rn thcm you could have composed the most varied and strangest gimut of 
human ~ypcs. from the Chinese juggler with an intelligent Icnlk md a c;lp;lblc 
casualness who amuscd a large circle of  s p - h t t l r s  xuund  him with his jests and 
clcvcr ~ r i c b .  to the old native crowncd ivilh Icavcs and stccped in wine 
liquor who had come to sell thcir hcrnp clrwh in Lhc markel. Thc ncxt day wc saw 
the same spectacle in Can-tchou-tsc. a village on ~ h c  opposi~c flank of the chain. ar 
a height ot- two rhousand fivc hundrcd mctcrs. Nomen from Si-fan. with thcir 
original berets with silver chains and tassels at the sidcs. ltlokcd quil t  well next to 
Chinese and Min-kin from this m a .  From Can-tchou-tse onwards. we descended 
lo a low valles warm and well cultivated. whcrc hc lown of Sen*-kay was located. 
The chief of the m a  of Che-lou-li r c s idd  Ihcrc-the name given tn [he region of  
which Ta-yao-hien was thc ccntcr ;md on which thc saline works of I'e-yen-tsin 
Ilcpcndcd. Chr-lou-li mcant 'lhc sixteen tamilies" or "the sintccn triks.. and it 
alluded to the specific or_g;mii- tio on of hc rcgion. At the time of the Muslims' 
nrw)l~. Lhc indiscnous chief of Ta-yao, called Pen-tse-yang, asscmhlcd the hc;ldmun 
of the m a  and incitud hcm to rcsis~ance. raised militias and fought stcp by slcp 
agiainsl thc invasion. Ovcrmn by numbers, he yielded twice to thc slorm and sr)u_rht 
rcfuzc in Sc-tchoucn. But he rebounded with new energy. and rcc~cupicd Ta-yizlcl. 
k-vcn- sin. Yuen-ma and Tou-ouen-sieou. '[he sultan of Ta-Ly had 10 t w a ~  with 
his weak advursaq. Somc sorl of tacit truce was agreed: thc Chc-lou-li wcru 
rcspn-t~xl by the Muslims and Pen - t~e -~ang  p l a c d  nt, t ~ b s ~ c l c s  in the way of 
l r d c  hctwccn Ta-Ly and Se-tchouen. Thanks to thc cncrgy of one man. the valley 
of the PC-ma-ho was thus preserved from the dcvashlion and looling which ruined 
thc neighboring areas for several years ;md Scn-wkay, which Pen-tse-yang had 
chosen as a residence and whcrc hc a uihdcl built. looked most lively and 
prosplrous when we passed it. A play was k i n g  pl-rformed in the open air and 
had attracted a crowd. Aftcr our insh1l;llirm in the principal pagoda. Pen-rse-yang 
paid me a visit. Ourjourncy to Ta-Ly h i  given then] a high opinion of ourcouragc. 
Our passport from I'eking appearcd to tcstiry ttl a hi_gh-mnking official position. 
Proud of  the victory they had won, although completely abandoned by the ccntrd 
authorities. the dignitaries of thc rcgion rclt that the emperor owed them gratitude. 
They imazincd thal ' lhc p a l  Frenchmen'' were his friends and they suhmittcd a 
perition to me demanding h a t  kn-IW-yang reward them for what ihey had achicvcd. 

The Christians of the placc also camc to ask my protection: the authorities wmtcd 
ro force them tn dr~nak money for thc maintenance of pagodas and for the thcatcr. 
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I hi~d no problem in having them cxcnipted from all contrihutionc fur \uch purpo\cs. 
Pcn-tqe-y;ln,~. begged nic ro slay some timu in Sen-o-kay to asullrc myself o f  ~l lc 
Ilouri\liing state ancl  lie gocld :~rlmini.;trarion crf'thc rcginn and lie in turn hunderl 
nic some demands for rcwarcls l i ~ r  the cliirfh who wcrc under his ordcn. 

Plate 43 A C/~irresr,jrr,~,qIi~r it1 Tc/~rtrrg-.virt (rlro1l.it7,q I?)' . / f I t l ~ ~ - k l l l ~ ~ l ' ,  / J ~ I S P ( /  or1 rl 

ski,tr.h r f  1,. Ilrlrrport~). 
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Krt~rnt to I i~ t~<q- f t . l~o r i t> i~  The cl~~tni.vt~ r!f' Crl~l~tn~rtr~I~~r CIP 
/ A  I,~IX;P-TIMJ tr~i.~.viotr of L.m.y-ki-Sii I -1t.11~0i I i iw  

t ~ t ~ r h r r k  0 1 1  tire R l u ~  Riint>r 

Dcspitc. thc rjhjcclions of t ln-tsc-yay. left Sen-n-k;ly the IIZ~I d;ly. to thc 
wund oCnumcn,us salvos of muskcts. the top of the hills ikgiainst which the 
lown r cpwd .  iw discovcrcd thc valley the Rluc Rivrr i~gain. ~-UIIIL'~CIIIS rice- 
fields dcsccndcd i n  progrcssivcly widening steps to the edge of the water. W e  
crtt5w.d the rivcr in a Ccrr).b~;l~ and ~ h c  samc ddy arrivcd in Hung-pou-so. Thc1.e 
w;Li il gwat movcmcnt of tnwps on the K M ~ .  Iht. Htuls. they told us. had cvcrywhere 
~ o l i c  0 1 1  thc ollknsivc agiain. Thcy bad won some sucucsscs in rhc ccntcr of thc 
provil~cc.. Thc ~ o i v n  of Tchrlu-hiring had fallcn inlo thcir hands i~gilin. . . . Their 
\:iutoriss wcrr due to thc. presence oCwvcnty well-arn~~ul I lurnpxns in thcir ranks. 
tllry add~d. Our arrival w;~\. surcly.  he rmly serious foundation for thc lattcr rurntjr. 

111 f Irl~~?-pr>u-so wc round rhc d i l i ~ cn t  I d h c r  I .u who. in Ihc lighr uf the prcstigc 
with which wc wcrc now nryxdcd. nt, Irlngcr fc i~wd to admit to us t l ~ c  h;wl tl.eiilnlrllt 
that thc. ~ s r ~ r ~ g - ~ t ~ r l f t h c  v i l l a~c  had rnadc him undergo and 01-which he hiid hidden 
part whcn wc i'irst PL<SI'~. Thanks to the suppm c l C  Fathcr 1 .cguilchcr. 1 was ilhlc 

to addrcss a dctailcd cornplaint to thc mantiarin of Houcy-li tchcou. .lhc lilttcr 
pn~111iwil.J Inc correct and swift justicc and hc h~=tcncd  to pw t  thc edict c l C  thc 
cn lpn l r  in h v c ~ r  clCthc Christian rclieion in the v i l lay .  Mr. Ihorc l  paid a v i s i ~  l o  
~ h c  cr lppr Jcpr~sirs of Tsinxhouy hrl. cxploitcd mmc distance 10 thc north of- 
Houey-li tchfi~u. This lllill~ was <>nu r>i' thosc thal prtduccd ~ h c  pd icu lar  quality 
of cclppcr knt)w;.n ;IS pc I I H T ~  or "wllitc cr>ppcr+'. I havc alruady said. 1 hlicvc.. thar 

in Houcy-li ichcuucr)ppcr utt~isi ls wcn: ~nanufxlurcd. They wcrc wjld by weight. 
at thc raw of- ilhrlul two II;~IICZ I)L'T kil~1pa111. Tlir lilhlr cvst douhlcd the pricu of 
Ihc primary rcsuu~c .  

:2 :wit liu~ilhur of w>ldic.rs wcrc passine th rou~h  tloucy-I i tchc.r)u. mrn i  ng Cronl 
Tong-tuhoucn. Wu 1ric.d to ohtain somc inforlnation ahout thi. part 01. Ihc 
Co~nulis>ic>n wc had k f t  ill thu Iattcr city. Thc informalion rhc); 2ak.c us. conl'uscd 
;III~ co~itradictt~ry. rlrrluwd i n  us thc most crucl unccrtaintp Acct,rrling 10 onc (11- 
thc~n Mr. dc I - i lgr~k had alwady WI out l itr Siu-tch~ulu Crw: auc-ordin? trj others hc 
w;~s s l i l l  ilnwcI1 ~II Tolip-tchouun on 9 M m h .  
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On 15 March they :~dvised mc of his dcmise. This was dcnicrl tlir next day. 

1 spucded up our march and on 3 1 March we arrivcd at Mong-kou. The II~:II 
news appeared to be confirnied. They evcn told mc that Dr. Jouhcrt 1i:lrl Icli Tong- 
tchoucn f'or Siu-tclicou. I imrnctliately sent two ccwrierr, one to 'li>ng-tchoucn to 
lind out the tn~rh. tlie other on thc road to Siu-tchcou lo join Dr. Jouhun. il'ncedctl. 
nntl to tell him of our rcturn. 

I uscri my tinic in Mong-kou to try to make a reconnnissnncc (~I'the coiirw o l  ~ h r  
Kin-chi1 Kinng, down river from this point. and to conlkni dctaik of 11iu dillicultic< 
of navigation thcy had told nic of. They werc true. I3a\\ing tlic rapid5 c:rllcd 
Chouang-long, which was nhout six niiles from Mong-kou, my boat h:df filled zrntl 
I noted that Lhc W ~ V C I  of tlie river reached two meters in height. Tlic\c r:ip~d\, a\ 
well as alnin\t all tlic others we lnct :n fi~r as Siu-tchuc~u. werc uatrserl hy thc 
cc~llapse of the rocky cliff\ which cnclosed thc river, in ttlrrl cau\cd by torronl\ 
which ft>rmcd during tlic rainy scason. 

Thc Chinecc governnicnt had fonnerly used quitc largc silrils of money to olcar 
away thesc rr~piils. ' 
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On 2 April. the rncsscngzr I had dispatched to'li~ng-tchouzll reiurncd to Mom- 
kou. with a Icttcr from Dr. Joutrert. l'he doctor infmrncd mc that Mr. dc  I q r C c  
had succumbed on 17 March to thc chronic livcr affliction fmm which hc had 
suffcrcd for a Ion_e time. Dr. Jouhcrt had crc-ctcd a small monument in thr  yardcn 
of a pazoda si~uatzd outside and wuth-rast of the town. ' 

Mr. dc I~srCc hid rcczivcd the last information 1 hid  sent I - ~ > I I I  Hong-pu-u).  
whcn I lumcd towards Ta-Ly and he had ;l?;kc;cd ~ h c  doctor to write to tcll mc that hi: 
apprrlv~d of my ducision. Thih letter had nrvcr rcachcd nit. 

On 3 April 1 IcCt loscthcr with Father kgui lchcr  and k;lt very evening arrivcd 
in Tong-tchoucn. The rcmaindzr of the expedition joined us thc next day. R'c wcnr 

together a ~ a i n ,  hut. alas! thcrc was a coffin with us. 

If thc dcath of  a rcsp-ctcd chief always causcs pain. hrlw ran I dcscl.ihc thc 
regret we lklt [at the passing oil this chief who had shmd with us two yran of 
danger and suffering. casing the latter and braving the fon~ler. Moreover in this 
hourly intimacy. a1T1y:tion had accompanied the wspcut that hc ilispircd! To pass 
away after overcoming so  Illany difticultics. lo rcach thc p a l .  afrrr thc privations 
and strugelcs w=crc rcplaccd by the joy and triumphs of thc return. seen1c.d un-just 
and a cmrl  dwisicln 01- fate. we reflected with a deep feeling of- hittcmcss. how 
heavy this hcrcawnlc~~t  was. and how it compromis~d the I-mittul and glrjrious 
rcsul~s of ourcommon work. #k rcalizcd how much wc would miss thc m o r ~ l  and 
in rc l l~~ tua l  qualitizs oCCnmmandcr dc Lagric.' Among [he men 01-thc cw-om. thc 
feeling of our inlnlense loss was aculc and unanimous. Nohody had uippr~iatcd 
rntlrr: than thcy the high spirits and moralc of their chiet; his good will. kindncss 
and the gcntlzness ofhis character. Thcy rcmcrnbcred hurl;. patiently Mr. dc  Lagkc 
h;d worked. during thc wholcjoumcy. to mcet their needs and ~ l i c v c  huir  hardship. 
Alscl. as soon as I exprcsscd the intention of carrying with us thc h)dy of thcir litc 
chief. they oilbrcd to carry it thunisclvzs. dehpitc thcir obvious weariness. 

lhe precarious situation nl- thc country. tthc abwncz 01- all missionaries. of all 
Chris~ims who might undcrbkc lo p a r d  the toinb o r  p r u t ~ r t  it from profanatioll. 
made nic sure that in a fcw ycars theru would be no vcstigcs lcft of it. To11g- 
tchwcn might fall into hluslim hands and this change in religious authrxity nlighr 
rcmr>vc such weak guiaran1tYs as the grxd will orthe Chinew authori~ics r~ITcrcd us. 

1 did not want to risk a desecratirln of ~ h c  tomb, so iusulting tu our flag md so 
painful to his cherished mcrnory. 1 rcmlvcd to exhume ~ h c  hwIy and to h a w  it 
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transpor~rd to Siu-tchcou Cou. l h i s  i~inct-ary would trt: cx~rcrnely dil-ticult md painful 
hccauw of the suhshntial weigh1 of Chinesc uollins. thc sh t c  of the r r ~ d s  md the 
moun~ainous naturc of ~ h c  rcgion. Rut from Siu-tthcou Cuu on. convsrscly. thc 
t r i lnspo~a~iun of thu cottin LO sonic French t c m l o ~  was wilhout ohstx-lc sincc 
thc j o u r ~ ~ e y  could bL. madu cnlircly by watcr. 

i t  nppucd lo mu that the colony of Cwhinuhina wtjuld hc happy to ~vl;'cluomr 
thc rcmains d t h c  man who had opl'ned a ncw and fruitful trade mute Cr)r it: thilt i t  
would want to honor the mcmory of his many achievcrnc.nts and naMc undurilnci.. 

Yang ta--jcn had IcC! Tong-tchoucn a few days helore tcl take conlmund r > i  his 
tnmps. Up to thc IXSI he had shown thc most ~ '~~lpa thut ic  dclcrcncc and h;irl 
f x i l i t a t d  by all mcms in his powcr thc dimcult [ask 13r. Jouhcn had to fullill 
;iCtcr the drrnisc of thr czpllditicm's leader. I .writ Yang ra-jcn a small Lcl;~uchcu?t 
rifle which I had c m i c d  throughou~ thc joumcy and which he had \;cry much 
admind at rwr firs1 111ccting and in a 1cttc.r I uxprcsscd our drep gratitude lo  him. 
Konz ta-lao-yc. who rcplaccd him in Tow-tchoucn. hclpcd nlc to o h ~ a i ~ i  i ~ t  low 
cost the tr;insporl of the Mr. dc  L a g r E s  cofli~l to Siu-tc-hwu lot[. - h i s  tra~isp>nation 
shtwld hc cr>mplctcd in thiny days maximuill lur the surli of- onc hundrcd and 
twrnty to~1.v. payihhlc upon miviil. 

O n  5 April. the s ~ ~ l a l l  expedition i~ttcndcd th t  cxhumatirln r)f thc hldy o1'1hi'ir 
chicrin full arnls. Thr tomb crcctcd b): Ilr. Jouhcn was transli>mlr.d into a cc11r)tnph 
and 311 i i ~ s c r i p t i ~ n  i11 Frcnch nlcnt ioncd the s i ~ d  cvcnt wllich this r ~ i u ~ ~ u ~ n c n t  
c r~ rn~~ ic~~~c l r a t cd .  

On 7 April w c  IrCt Tong-lchoucil to rcturn at I~ISI .  LVc wcrc all i ~ t  thc rnd of our 
strength. The hralth of our csctlri cqwcially wits dccply co~~~pmnl i scd :  of  hi. 
Couflccn pcoplc who now C O I I I ~ O S L ~  the cxpccli~irjn. halC~ve1.e nficn ill with tkvcr. 
Sr~rnrt i~ncs I had thc Al~narnitrs ~r;t~~?;poricd in chain  by prlrtcr?. to ;~vr~id  ally >low 
doiv11 in owr r n m h i ~ ~ p .  .lhc riiins wen. co~niag: rvi: had to st clul orthis ~t~crunt;lintwc 
regio11 

The prlp~~liltions of [hi: town and t)f thc plain l i ~ r ~ n c d  scparalr races. whirh rwrc 
distingui>hcd fro111 thr Cyhincw ill thc strict scnw hy thrir Iliiii.dos and by thcir 
pronu11~-iation. Wc h a w  m c n t i m d .  in thc chaprcr on thc histrnry of Yunnan. th;i~ 
thc T r>~~g- t chouc~~  jell had nrain~aincd their intlcpndcncc Cor a long lirl~c. I h c  
cnvinms clt-~li,ng-tcht~ucn WCK inhitbitcd hy Y-liia. l h c  nud wr Iijllr~wcd trnucrsrtl 
a plateau Icss dew~rcd  in apFa1anr.c t h ~ n  tlic ~.cgicln separating Yunnan ~ ~ O I H  k n g -  
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tchoucn. which was intcrspurscd by a few slonp shallow ravines. Wc n ~ d  a carman 
of merchants f n ~ m  Kiang-si. Thcy were looking for a lead salt. whose Chinesi: 
name is r,rrrrr~-r~rrci and which is used in the pmluction nf porcelain in thc south of  
Yunnan. Thc pcoplc from Kimg-si were the most prodigious ~nigrants of ('hima 
and th t  nliljority of the great inns that we met with in the uitics or on thc roads 
wcru mmigcd hy thcnl. 

.Acc-r)rding to the ordzrs of the authorities of Tong-tchouen. all the mandarins 
ruling the mar kc^ lowns un our rc~ute had to honor us a'i guests nf the empcmr and 
envoys of a friendly nlltioo. Uniurtunately. 1 was unable to bring rnysclf to a d o p ~  a 
manner approprialu 10 nly situation as chieCof the French mission, which I noiv 
was in the cycs of the Chinese. I continued a s  in thc past to walk on f(n31. rnosl 
cmC~un a p d  frcmm our small caravan. Thc nccd tn mainlain a rcgular pace so  a\ to hc 
ahlc 10 cslilnatc the distance covered. and to isolate mywlf to avoid chattins and 
Jistri~ctions. often put me t-ar ahead. Thus 1 pnswd through thc villazcs inuryni~rj. 
mow concerned with consulting my sca c-clrnpms and my watch than with ~ h c  
curious gestures ot- the t-arrnes. M y  hrlrsc. which I rtwlc rm imp~r lant  occasions. 
wrvcd for the tired rncn of thc cscorl on thc rtrd." This lack of show so~ncti i l~cs 
bnlught ahout amusin2 accidcn~s. On 8 April thr: mandxin of Yc-~cht-sin. an tofticii~l 
with hluc insignia. believed he had to wait l iw me at a gwat dishncc from lhis 
s~nall  v i l la~c .  Sumlundcd hy a numcruus uscon. hc ins~allrd him?ielCllt the edgc of 
the rr~ild. e a d y  to comc and salulc the chief of  thc French mission a s  soon as hr  
appcarcd. Hut. as usual. I was \-.cry l'iu ahcad oCthc cdunln and delighted to cxapc 
undcr his nose from all thc hr~nrlrs that hc counlud un prcst~lt i~lg to 111~. Swing nic. 
his whole cnlourzly started to laugh. \'cry h r  irclnl assuming thal I was ~ h c  "hip 
man" that ~ h c y  had to wait for. they took mc Tor thc purstr who was going Iilhrad] 
lo p w p w  the Itdginps. My half-Chinese. hall--t'un>pcan garb. my stranp. kardc-d 
appriiancu. w r y  much allivencd the spirits of the blue button and his followers. 
If I did not uodcrstand them. at lmsi 1 guessed without dificulty lrhc wnsc or1 thc 
jokcs t h q  wcrc making ahnut me. I quietly walked on and srwn p t  lost in rhc 
streds of the tow=n. while the mandarin slill waited on ~ h c  rtmd and in vain askrd 
my prortcrs and Ihc other people of our cxa\-"m succcssivcly m m h d  p s r  
w h a v  Ngan ta-jen was.' Finally. Father Irguilchcr arrived LO put an cnd I<) his 
wailing. but hc  flunl~nuncd him cvcn rnurc bj= tclling him the tru~h. Thc prwr olliuial 
thought that I must hL. cruclly ollicndcd. I Ic camc hack in  has^ 10 apr)losizc 
and caltn r l r ~ w ~ ~  my irritation with gifts. 



I laughed hrrrtily 111 his discomfiture and the next day. when wc Icft the town. 
he salutcd my d e p a u r c  with nluskrt salvos at thc right (irnc.. 

In Kianp-ri. on 9 April. p~ssed thc Ngi~wu-ran. a rivcr with d ~ ~ p  fast wittcrs 
which flowed into thc Kin-cha Kiane lwelve luagues liorn this point and draiued 
the whole part of thc plateau of l'unnan hctwecn Siun-~icn and Ouci-niilg. A 
kryhrmt was installcd on a cable which wa.. thrown h e ~ w w n  thc twn hanks in 
Kiang-ti. On  he sex-ond day. we cntcrcd the ?reat plain of Tchao-tong. aCtcr having 
wcn deposits 01- pxat and mth rx i t c  in htil-tsm-COU. This plain was v u q  well 
culdvatcd. Opium poppies clccupicd large Irc'ts of- land. Hut the s m d l  brooks 
which llowcd hcrc did not always furnish sul~fi~-icn~ u=atcr 1br thrir a~riculrur;ll 

On the tc-nth. aCtcr clirnhi~tg the hrishts which sum,undcd the coursrr of the 
Kgicou-nan Kiang. wc cnlcrcd a great plain which was interrupted by scvcral 
irrczular ch i l l s  oC small hills. In thc evcning. in ihc smnll village of Tau-gucn. 
whcrt ivc were to p ~ \ s  thc night. we found a Irw-rauking mandarin sent lo mecl us 
by tht  authorities olTchio-ton:. This city was thc political capital of o n e  of thc 
thrcc sub-divisions or  r i t i ~  rlfthc province (A-Yunnall. thcri~{r:-frro ( k ~ n  of ~hr. cas1;t). 
Thr trm-tiri (dcputy-grwcmur of [he pnlvincc j and 1hcfi)rr (prufcct of the district I 

werc ahwnt bccausr thcy were in ~nourninp when passed. " 
On 1 I .April wr c - n t c ~ d  Tchao-long. whcrc thc hiur rtrc-rivcd us  vcry cordially. 

in thc ilhscncz nf  he a~andmins rcprewntiny the prcwincc and the district. 

hk installcd o t ~ r ~ l v c ? i  in thc pn-shytcr!: of an indigmous pricst who was in 
chnyc d- lhc  s~nall  parish ofthe city. Thc crt~wd. as usual. disp1qc.d grcat curiosity 
and inln~sivuncss. Wc had to rcqucs~ guards from the intcrim.#i)a and ~ h c  pustin? 
of a bill scquzstcring ~ h c  arclunds  four rcsidencc. The fclrr-hi~~l.  the ;1Clmi11istra1(w 
of rhc xplu-ilk district of Tuhar~tcmg. paid us a v i s i~  as somn as we arrived and 
invited us ior dinner the r~cxt cvcning. The mcal had at Ileast fuurtcsn coursrs. 

without counting thc cucumber scuds. thc ta~~gcrincs and the lirchis whiuh w m t d  
as cntrks. All thc wmc. here was nothins nciv to 1 mention] to gounncls ta ;lmatcurs 
r)f thc ccctntric [cuisincl. znccpt lor p i g ~ n n  eggs which 1 found cnqui>itc and a 
special type of lish. caught in a nearby lake. which had a very special rastc. D u r i n ~  
thc ~ncal. the w=umen of clur host at~cnlively waichcd the f x c s  uf thc forcigncrs 
thrr~u,uh i1 scrcell. 'I'hcy couldn't help laughins morc than onct at our clumsiness in 
using thc chopsticks and thcy 111ust p n h ~ b l y  h;wc wondrrud at p l~ lp lc  who. as  
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\k=itnesscd by thcir kzlrds. wcrc oCi111 aJvilnccd agr. undrrtakirlg such a lonz and 
dangerous journey. 

Tcha-tong. likc all othcrcitics o f ~ h i s  sizc in Chills. was surn)undcd by a Cortilicd 
wall. rectangular in shape and a h ~ u t  thrw kilonictcrs in length. Considcrahlc 
quarlc-rs lay lcnglhcncd thc strccts which cndcd at thc gates r)Cthc city to ~ l i c .  ntmh. 
thc casl and thc wcst. -1%~ city had ncvcr k u n  taken hy thc Muslims and its 
ppulat ion was consumd by a ficrcc halrcd Cor thc rchcls o f  TJ-Ly. h niilitary 
commandcr. scnt somc limc ape by Ma la-jcn and likc him i~ v~jtilry ol'thc Koran. 
hid brcn shown the dm)r by the inhahi~anls of -1i.hrlrl-tong. dcspilc his prtatsts oi 
104'3114' l o  thc crnpcnw. A l l  of ~hcsc cities ol-k't~nni~n kcpt thrir indupundcnt customs 
lluc to ~ h c  i i l t i~~ la te  111ixture ivhich had c~currcd hclwccn thc Cird Chinrsc ~ c t t l m  
and the viyorr)us indigunous p)pulatir)ns. I'hc annalz of- Ihc !vq.loagol dynasty 

i~icntionud the plu>plc o f  T 'hm~mn~.  o f  lilng-tchnucn and oCOu-li11g ;IS ibr~aio?. 
until ~ h c  snd o f  thc thirteenth ccntury. principlitics which adn~inis~cwd ~ l~rn lzc l~-cs 
and which sllor>k (off tllc wrali authilri~y r ~ f ~ h c  viccn));s o f  Yunnan i ~ t  cwry Ci~vu~thlr 
IIICIIIICIII. I n  ~ h c  vicinity oCTchail-ton: lived nativc irihcs which wcrc ci11lcJ H t l un~  

Miilc~ and which k l w g l . d  to thc sailic ~ypc  as ~ h c  Miat~rsc. 

Thr p1;1i11 01-Tchat)-tong was ilnc of thc l a y s t  we tmvcncd in Yun~~iln. It &a?; 
wry well uultivatd. Thc fic.lds of poppics sown Ir, pnxlucr r)piuul wrru widcspn-ad. 
Thc put~plc u t )~ l~p la i~ icd o fa  lack ofwarcr. l 'hc plain was only wi~tcwd. indrrd. h! 
vcc- silrall hrrlolis. alrlicl~t dry at certain tirnc.5 of thc ?car. It w i~s  rich with dcljrlsi15 

of F a t  i ~ n d  a~~th~auitc.  

:I snlall p n d  vcp- r i c h  in fish lay ttr thc stluth-WCSI. Wc did not 11;it-c a chanzc 10 

taste its prtducts. 

'Icharstconz was onc of thc nlr>st i n ~ p n a n t  sti~pcs ill thc ~rads wliich was dnnc 
hctwccn China and Ytu~nan. I iirpc corlrq:, t)f raw cr)ltrln. English or indiscnr)u.\ 
utotto~ u l o~h  and salt k o ~ n  Sc-tchouen mct thcrc wilh Ihc nlcliilz. cspcci;~lly l in and 
zinc. which wcrc 1ni11cd ill thc vicinily r>f  T~III~-~C~~UCII. ~ l l c  111cdi~i11;1l pr(Kiucts 
that wcre cr)llcutcd ~II tllr wcst oC Yunnan anrl rhc norlh clC-1-ihet and tbc 11csts o f  all 
irlwut (Con.rr.r- sitrr,~r.si.s) ivhich pro\=idcd 1hc.p~-lrr w i a .  It iz Lrlown t l ~ t  this i11~1't 
w i ~ s  ~ca r rd  rm st)~llc ki~irl of privet ivhich ~ r c w  in thc mt~unl;iinoi~s pans oi YLIIII~;I~~ 

and Sc-rchol~cn. then i t  was inovcd LO other trees. F~~t1r;lhIi: to thc ~~~JIICI~OII ~i 
n=ax. which wcrc ltlui~tcd i11 wan1ll.r regions. Thc. nests musi rn;ikc thc jot~rncy ;IS 
quickly as po\sihlu to prcvcnt the frcshly halchcd i1lzcc.1~ fwrn dying k t o r u  the!: 
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ilrrivcd at their ncw I r ~ a l i u l ~ .  'I'hcy werc placcd in hip baskcts sub-divided inlo 
sc\-cral conlpanmcnts and thusc who trawpjrtcd then1 oftcn c.r~vcn.d thirly or 
forty Irtapucs at ~ h c  dr>ublc to prescm-c thc fruit of thcir I;lhr)rs. 

I n  -li.h~(&lr~ng. we rcccivcd a letter Tmm h g  ta-jcn. thc niilitarq. ctm~mandcr 
rlf Timz-~acj who had rrcucivcd us in TUII~-tchoucn. I k informed nic of thc ~ w i p t  
r ~ l - ~ h c  rifle I wnt lo  him in nm~gnitirm ol- thc sen-iccs hc had n-ndcrcd tu Mr. dc 
I;lgn?c duri~lg his illncss and the hclp he had providcd to Ilr Joubcn. undcr thc 
dillicul~ and painful cin-u~r~s~anccs in which  he Iatrcr had found himslrlf. t'crhaps 
this ntPc would hc inluresling to read. I givc it as a siamplc of the style of wri~ing in 
('hima: 

thc VL'IXJUS~ hro~hrcn Ng;~n. Jou a l ~ d  LO. 'I 

1 have Irarncd by thc lcttcrs o C  ~ h c  nrandilrins Kong-yu-hong and T~ICI-tsin- 
isin. (ofj your fo r lu~~ i~ tc  arrival in Trmg-tchtwcn. I thank Ngan lit-jcn Tar 
~hc. riilc which he wnt IIIC. II is i~r~pc~ssihlc Tor nic to yay to which point this 
zift has pIcx<~d IIIC. I would h a w  had thc grcalcsl plcasurc i11 v is i l in~  1 [is 
Ilxcclkncy to cnpruss to him in 3 loud vnicc my grati~l~dc:  ur~lijnun;~tcly. 
tlic n ~ ~ c s s i ~ y  of r ~ p p s i n g  mywlf tcl Ihc cntcrpriws ol-the n.hcls impcrirwsly 
r r~a in  mc among lily soldiers. 

Allow me to cxprcss to you what a hcm~l'clt and dccp pain I Iclt a1 t h t  
dcalh 01- His Exusllcnc); the Frcncl~ cnvr~y La! I Hc did no1 fear to wcrificc 
hi\ lifc Car the grwd of  his ct~u~llr>=. tlis Inenlor?;. musl rellein arnonE thc 
~ilost illustrious. Thus 1 h a w  lcanwd without surprise t h a ~  Ngan 13--1c.n had 
no[ lvanl~ul that thc rrnlai~is r)f I .a would rc~lli~in in a fortip s o i l  and that hc 
dcsircd r o  t a k  them to his hcjmrland. Therufow. I h a w  given formal clrdcfi 
to7L)-tsin-1sin for him 10 plxc himsclf and all Ihc soldiers ;lnd the ncccss;lt).. 
prlrtcrs at your ciispowl. I havc joined all ufficcr t r ~  you to guard over you 
for ~ h c  mat of yclurjournry: hc must s w  to your cvtry dcsirc. 

I'inishi~~g. 1 n-new all nly rcgrc-1s ; ~ t  not k i n g  able. hccausc ol- my 
ahscnc-c. tooffcr you ~nq.wlfwhcn you return to Tong-tchoucn an hospitali~y 
which i s  worthy ol'ynu. I h a p  thar yuu ~vil l  auccpl rny qwlogic> and not 
bclicvr ill ill will on 111y part. I address thc most sinc.cn. wishes for your 
hcal~h ;IIILI for your hiippincss 10 yc~u. I rcspc t l i~ l ly  salurc you. 1 i w .  wilh 
~ h c  olclsl grateful hci~rl. y lu r  \-'cry hulnhlc hrt~thcr. 



Further Travels in I ~ n s  and in Yunnan 

This lcttcr was xcompanied by a hrau~il'ul black hor.w from the stables of Ym_r 
ta-jen. which hc scnl to me in exchange for thc rifle. The animal had k e n  led by 
hand from Tong-tchouen to Tchi - tong md m i v d  at the same time as thc 1cttc.r 
d his mwtcr. This letter and the gift tcstiticd to delica~c lieclings which their scndcr 
had not always practiced. I haw alruidy mentioned. I believe. thc rumors in ~ h c  
country ahout his venality. With money. thc Muslims easily reduccd thc mili- 
uornnr;mn&r of Inng-tat) to inactivity. These rumors were xccptcd and kliuvcd 
in Pcking, because a fcW rnr~nths after our passage Yang la-jen w3s rc1icvl.d of his 
functions. 

W e  gol out or thc plain nf Tchar~tonp hy pkssing ovzr a sniall chain of hills thc 
relief of which was low in thc south and much more pronounced in thc norlh. AI 
~ h u  foot of the nonhern flank. \w c n t c r ~ d  a narrow and winding vallcy domindtc'd 
on  all sidcs by calcarmus hills. tht sides r~fwhich often rose straight up. Numcrr~us 
vi1l;lgcs were spread out in all thc h n d s  of this valle, which waq watcrcd hy a 
small river. Others cnjwnrd ~ h c  hzi~fi ts  ol- their jagged walls. Thr wholc r q i o n  
had successively k e n  Iootcd hy thc Man-the. the Muslims, the Minrl-tsc. thc 
Tuhang-mao. '' the Ho-liclu, '' ncvcr mind the pillaging donc by impcrial soldiers 
>ent tbr its dcfensc. The  houscs along the mad w c ~  pcmr and dilapidated. Hew 
;Lnd them. heads uw-c sluck up on poles. The criminally cncuukd wcre fur rht 
greater part u n h t u n a t c  people who tried to rsc;lpc thc orders uC thc Chinew 
authorities and shirk r n i l i t q  .wrvicc. Despire the ruins cvcrywhcrc. thc population 
appeared ro hc I i c  in number and tmftic wa5 busy. Thc vallcy tork on a more 
and more piclurcsqul: appearance: the calcareous nlcks row in whitc spires or 
crowned all the hu r i~ons  of the Iandscapc with twiginal shipes. Here and there. 
white casradcs dcclicd rhr rnck walls with grccncry IT ~ h c  vcgcta~iun had been 
murc visorous. you would hdvc thought i~ a vallcy in Tahiti. '-' But the flora had a 
rntlrc and mvrc European character: wc cncounlcrud uhcrry and apple trees. 

Suddenly thc brook, whose banks we were following, diwppared.  The valley 
came to an und. the h o r i ~ o n  widened: six hundred mctcrs hulow us  a wide forested 
vallcy cjpcnzd up. We reached it by dcsccnding lhc zigzagging ramps of an 
cxccssivcly rapidly descending slopc. cut into thc rocky flanks of the plateau at 
thc cxtrcmity orwhich we had arrived. Ai thc lilot of h i s  sudden descent. a h i l i ng  
torrent escaped fmm a dccp cave and flowed into a big river coming from thc 
wcst. We left the plateau of Yunnan to cnlcr the low and warm regions or thc 
vallcy of the Rlue River. 



Chapter I I 

Plate 46 Mino-tsp of Tn-koirnn ( r l r n w ~ i ~ t ~  hy E. Rayarrl, hn.s~rl 017 a ski.tc.h of 

lA D ( ~ / ( ~ p o r t ~ ) .  



Furthcr Travels in Lilcx and in Yunnm 

Ta-kouan hicn. whcrc rvc arrivcd thc same cvcning. was a small vallcy 
picturesquely locatcd on thc r i ~ h t  flank of heights which hordcrcd lhc rivcr thal 
wu joil~ed. a rivcr ro which I I  had g i w n  irs namc. 

The hrluscs were ranged in ~ h u  h r n l  of an amphithcatcr. h l v c  and bclr>iv thc 
long strcct which Cwrncd th t  principal artcry and on which great anirnat ion rci~ncul. 
Thc p d g d a  where we m=crc put up was in the high scctoroCthc kwn .  From thc top 
oChc p a t  staircaw which led to the sanctuary. wu diwicrtvzwd quitc an ewtcnsive 
pant>ramil. A fully prcparcd nlcal myas waiting thurc lor us and the mandarin of thc 
place came the next day to pay us a visit. c l r a h d  in lestivc dn-ss. This official. 
although bclonzing to thc civil govcrnmcnt. wore a niilitilry hat as a mark of thu 
villor which hc had displi~ycd against thu IIulii>u. 

Tit-kouan had hccn tlccupicd by thc hluslims in 1861. Alirr thcir c.npulsic>~~. thr 
rrrnnants oC thcir gangs j u i~ l td  the 1.010 of  thc ~ n t l u ~ l t i t i ~ ~ s  and thcy Cortiiicd 
thcmwlvcs in Ckhuuua.  WIIIC tcn lcagucs to the south-wcst. 1:rorn rhcrc. thc! 
raviycd and p i l lqed  thc surrounding c.cluntry. Encrgctic mcasurcs appear to h a w  
hcen takcn to x ~ s u ~ ~ ~ b l c  a ~nilitar). forc-c capahlz of str)ppins thcw nnlbhurics: IIIC 
nu~licruus hcads which wc had wen cn~n)scd on hililhrx, stick?; alon, our rttulr 
wcw. thcy told us. those of d c w ~ ~ c r s  o r  rthcllious rccruirs OC thu Chinrw *:imy- in 
the r i~nks rj t '  which they had attemptcui to  rci.s~ahlish dixiplinc. 

On 17 April we wicl off a ~ a i n .  Solnr: dishncc norlh olTa-kor~iln. ncar thr \-illage 
tlC Kr)uilllg-hr~ki. thc rtlad C ~ C I S S L ~  thc rivcrc>vur a SUS~)L'I~S~OII hridgc. l h i s  was IIIC 
first o f  this kind that w r  had met in China: l a y c  iron chains were Cittcd i~ilr) thrl 
;ihutlncnts and t iyh~u~icd k t w c c n  pillars placcd ill il ccwrcspr~nding nlalillcr on 
both hides of thc riurr. I r t ~ l  hands rlttachd thc Ilcn~~ing to il. Thanks to thc lo\\- 
rlevalion oC thc suppu~line points. thuw hridgcs displayed a curvaturt: which h c n ~  
i r ~  thc oppositc direction to that oCEuropan suspended bridges and thty swilyrtl ;I 
gotni dral. Rut their huliditp which depundid in particular on thc fin11 csrablishn~cnt 
of thc abutmcn~s r)f thc hridsc. was in gtntral  s;itisfactr~q. 

!kli;lo-IW pcoplr inhabited thc hcights which duminiltcd 'Fa-kouarl ho 011 ill1 

zjdcs. At a g ~ a t  uluvatio~~ above thc road. at thc top r>C thc ovcrhanying r t ~ h .  tvc 
d i scovcd  admirably cultivated ficlds: wr ctiuld not gucss how they raised pbws  
up tr, thcw small pl;~t~.aus which worc purchcd on  top of pcrpndiuular wi~lls. 

cc>~lsidrrahlc rivcr. which ;~ppcarc.d tu hc. tlic priacipal mYatcrc-oursc o f  this 
cvholc hasin. carrlc tr) rcjnin thc Iicluang-hrl-hi; it tvi~s thc rivcr Co-kcwy. It p;tswtl 



'11-ISC' thn)ush a Kgic)~~ vcr\.. rich in rnclals. Thc silver-caWillg lrad mines of Sin-c- - 

ivcrc bnlrlus all ovcr China. Bcti~re the war. ~hc. driinagc pumps alollc prc~vidcd 
work fc~r rnori. than IWIVL' h u ~ ~ d r c d  wrlrkcn. The hydrographic rcgirnc ul' this 
zonc. cazcrly exploi~cd hy the Shincsc since lhe reign of Kic~i-long. had h ~ n  
cu~np lc rc l~  transformed by dcl icsht ion .  Thc cldcrs confirmud t h ; ~ ~  ciphty yrms 
ay1. they crtlswd thc Crskouy ho in  Sin-uai-tsr with dry Ccct. frcm stonc ro slt)~lc. 
Trdily this rivcr was 1101 fr>rtl;lhlc.. Much lowcr. in limg-co-kii~. ~ h c  men oC liliy 
vr~m 01- agc rcrallc.d having hc;ird liom their priind-parcnts that thcy fodcd  the 
rivrr ;md thal thc ~ r c c s  1i)rmc.d xchcs over the rivcr. It wax nrnv wvcn 10 eight 
Irlrtrrs dccp. On ~hc. ha11k5 oC~hc Trskrluan ho. wc round ctul mining. In Kiarl-tsc- 
pa. si1uatc-d a littlc distancc trl thu wcst. werc iron 111i11l.s and f b r ~ c s  pnducing 
ucjokins  IS and ~~ISI I IS.  which lvcrc cxptlrted m Sc-~uhou Lou. 

011 20 April wc arrived in I.3-oua-ra11. a hip. vc-r); active markc1 town whcrc 
n:~vigi~lion on rhc rivtr @an: a suspension bridge with a huge span crmn~x-rcd 
rmc hank 10 ~ h c  c~thcr. Iiir~oua-pan was an irnp)wan~ depot anti i~ N=L< tlic p i n 1  
w11~1.c I ~ C  rnclals l io~ll  Yunnan wcrc c~llbarkcd. L igh~  rncrchandisc Collr~w~d rhc 
rjvcrland r o u ~ c  lo  Siu-tchcnu fc~u.  The rivcr route required Iwcl nr three 
~rill~sshiprncnls. 11 was Fh~tcr and pcrhaps mon- CXPCIIS~VC. 

M.'c clnhakcd in hwoua- tan  on a hiy bcrat with a displxlc-c~ncnt d t h i r ~ y  to I r ~ t y  
10115 anti \i.c adrni r~d thc skill w i ~ h  which the Cyhincw dircctlrd these h r x y  vcssrls 
in ~ h c  p s w g c  ~ J C  thc rapids. Hy w ~ y  a ruddcr. thcy uscd huge paddles Cixrd ia 
1rt)nt. which they mancuvcrcd toyether to douhlc thc effect of thc r t d  and to turn 
rhu hla~ rapidly on a pivot in difficul~ moments. In two hours xvc reachcd Pou-cul- 
leu. a snrall port on thc IcCt hank of ~ h c  rivcr. which had chanecd its name and was 
ilrnv callcd the Houanc Kianp. 

While our h ~ t s  and part of our cscon continued their journcy in a h ~ a t .  w r  
went overland and cntcred ~ h c  small valley which I~ul lo the rcsidcncc rlC lhc vicar 
apt>stulic of  Yunnin. On this short stretch wc drnircd the most v a r i ~ d  and nwsl 
pidurcsquu land.scapcs: numcrous springs spnutud from thc calumtws walls of 
rbc valley and. f r c ~ ~ ~ l  fall lo Fall. they wer2 ahsc~rhcd hy a s i lvc~y mud and did not 
ra'h thc plain. Thc platciaus were s txkcd  up in several stages. and wen: ~~ 'c 'upicd  
hy rich cnlps and prelty dwcllil~gs. Ihe vallcy cndcd abruptly in a ~varc~-l-all some 
hundmd lllc~crs hi$ 

Wc climhsd a /.ig;l+ road CUI in thc vallcy's lcii llank and it was not without 
rn~rwion that we saw thc French tlag. display~d in our honor. on the llag staff of 



Furthcr Travels in Laos :md in Yt~nnitn 

Mgr. Punsol's houcc. Se\reral gun-wlutcs grcetecl our arrival and illi~(lt' our horc;cs 
rcar. A k w  moments Inter WL' had the honor of shaking hands with lllc vencrahlc 
prel;~tc who had lcft Francc in thc rcign oKCharloa X.  

Plate 47 A Ktrrr.11 riion (drrr\t*ir~x A. ( 1 ~  N P I . I ~ ~ ~ / / P ,  ~ N S P ( /  011 11 / J / I O ~ O ~ I Y I / ? / I J  



Chapter I I 

Tlic Co~liol~c \crtlcmcn~ nTl,nng-ki wav well siruatecl and pcri.cclly kct up from 
11ic clouhle poinl 01. vlew ot'~;ecunty and conimunicat~on.;. PI:iccd on a licigllt and 
\urrountlcd by \trong pal~c;lrlez, ~t wnk untoucl~cd :I\ yct hy all thc g i l n ~ ' i  ol 

Plate 48 A K~rrort ~~.onrcrrr (clrrrwirr,y /I! A .  (I(> N r ~ r ~ l ~ i l l r ,  hrrs~rl  err a plroto,qri~plr). 

240 



1;ur~her 1-rivcls ill Laos and i11 Yunnan 

i j i~br,r~turs which had dcvastatcd thc country Thc vigor r)Cthosc who inhabited it 
and the European arms thcy d e p l t ~ y ~ d  wrw. to tsll  he truth. tlic 1110~1 solid defcmcs 
it posscss~d.  Rear and lmpard wcrc quitc nulntrcws in thc naountains oC this part 

rlf Y~~nnan .  1% short dis~aracc tu thc cast-north-pa>(. on the il;a~~k c>C 3 hill which 
r~vc.rltn)kcd I ~ C  Htwang Kiang md which was callcd Tclinl-fong-cha11. sroorl thc 
r~ais~icln's sc~r~i~iiary and s c h t ~ d .  Thcy w r c  aur~lrled by a ruasonahly Iargt 1111rnhc.r 
of pupils. Thc yclung pricsts whu wcrc sscnl frcjrn Francc lo augrncnl thc s~i~fl-ol 'thc 
~iaission. uiular hen- to c ~ c r c i s c  ~ h t  difficult gy~~ll~iastics of the C1hinc.s~ language 
for wlnc  t i~nc.  In this unli>rtun;atc and truublcd coulltry. [his sn~all nuclcu!. rll- 
ditcatcd. coi1r;~gculus Inen cxcrcisrd ia \vhols~j r l~c  influcncc. 

With ii littlc cffurl and solnc r n r m  cncoura~cn~cnt.  thcy would hc ahlc. tu pn>viric 
scruiccs to wicncc that were xq irnprjnan~ a s  thosc thcy n-ndcrctl to c i v i l i ~ ~ t i o ~ ~ .  
One 01- thc missionaries ol- Long-ki. Mr. de Chiraignon. had ~r i~u l  t o  rs~ahlish ;In 
o h w r ~ a t c ~ r y  and hc had determinud the latirudc of'thc scminary using the Irngth of 
~ h c  shadow. for want of mow prcciw means. I have oftcn rugrcttcd t h ~ t  htw~ks and 
instrunlcnts wcrc not Crctly pnwidcd to thcW iworkcrs of gcwd will. for w-llonl thc 
work was a real consdation for thc deep isoli~irw in which thcy livcd. Thus thc. 
rciaclcr must 11ut k surprised at hnw littlc zcographic knowlcdgu wc pnsscs  r ~ f  
rcgions in which Europcao rnissionaiies h a w  h e n  living for morc than two 
cc11111rics. -' 

In Lrjng-ki 1 w;~. givcn a Ictter from Mr. DAY-. thc Flpnch consul in Han-keou. 
iaddresscd to  Mr. dc LagrCc. Mr. llahry had l e m c d  ahout rlur mivitl in Chilta anrl 
hc had h;astcncd to send his congratulatio~ls to the chicf of thc French missir311. 

In l thcn-fongchan dle missionaries gavc u s  ;a small ki  cub which wi~s  only a 
few wscks old when it had bcen caushr by a hunt in thc patcrnal dcn. Tllc 
sum,undin_r mnun~ains wcrc inhibited by thrw spccics 01-hcar ivhich thc rhincsc 
dcsisn;ltcd by thc names of  K l ~ t - ~ r o ~ r  Iricln~. I ~ r o  hir~trg iand 7>11 hio11,y. lhc l a s~  
spxics.  whohc narnc nlrant "thc 111iln km"  was thc mosl kamd  and Farc risc lo 
thc most hntastic storics. The Trrr hio1r.q knew. they said. how to I~nitatc the 
;and voice of Inan and in this way ~ n ; ~ n a g ~ d  to lurc into thcjr dcns tral-clcrs who 
wcrc naive cnoush to hclicvc in lhcsc Cricndly drmrl~astri~tions. Thcrc wen. also 
leopard whose spclttcd skin oftrn servcd as c a r p s  in the J-OI/IPI.,~. 

Thc k ; l r  cub oC-rc-hen-lt111g-cha~i was happily weicr~ncd by our Anraamitcs and 
in~n~cciiatcly r)vcrwhclraard with attrntic~n. Its agil i~y and intrtlligcncc enlrtlraincd 
us for thc r c s ~  of thc jounaey. In Sha~yhai .  Fa~hc r  Lkavid. a xicntist wrlrking in  rhr: 



1111spital. whosc rlarnc wm well know11 in thc natural history world. -" rrdd me t h a ~  
it k1on~c-d lrl a spccics by thc naillc ot- Ursrrr ril?c~icrr~rrs. Unfoflunalrly. this pn l r  
anirn;~l that 1 intcnd~ul dunatillg to thc l'aris zoo. died on arrival ;[I SLIC'Y f-rom I ~ C  

heat of thr v r y g c  up ~ h c  Rcd Sra. 

LVc Icft our hods  on 25 April. F;~thcr Ixguilchcr ohtaincd fro111 Mpr. Ponsot 
pcrnlision accrmpany us trl Siu-tc11rou. LVc joincd our h r ~ l  and our t s c c ~ l  ivho 
wcrc wailiny a short distancc i ic l r l l  Tchcn-fon~chail .  ARcr an hrlur ;md a half of 
ilavigatirjn. ivc rcachcd Sin-[an whcrc w;.c had 10 carry out our firs1 shclrl 
t r i i~lsship~r~t~lt  and whcrc. a prlrtcr and ;I p'pulation 01-airsrncn livcd. T h r w  rapids 
r ~ ~ a k c d  lhc 1i111ils of Ihc pro~inccs  of Sc-~chr,ucn and K ~ n n a n  on ~ h c  Icli h;lnk rlf 
the I l o u a n ~  Kiang. On thc right bank. the. hrmlcr was hishcr. at th2 \ i l lay- of 
Tonp-ctt-lay. Half an hour in a b r ~ ~  liorn Sin-lan. thcrc was a s~u-onrl rapids. 
called Ki~wu-lung-tan or -'rapids 01-thc nine Dra~ons". which w;kx mow lhan half 
;I I c q u c  ~ I I  length. l h c w  rapids N=CK cauwicd cithcr hy a suddr~i  iacrcasc in thc 
s l o p  r)f lhc terrain or hy a span1 of rrlcks which happcncd pass t h r o u ~ h  ~ h c  hcd 
oi'thc rivcr. In the village of Kicou-long-tan. wc chosc the hrla~ which had to takc 
uh at last 10 Siu-~chculu-IUu. It rvas wad?. a1 5 (1.111. An hour lalrr we rcachcd I I o u a r ~  
liii111~. 3 snlall lrlwn. whc1.c u=c stdycd t h ~ .  nisht and whcrr. 111c curicjsi~y 01- tllr 
cnlwd and thc inwllclluc of the hoys ohliycd us tu seek rcc-ouhc to Ihc mandari~l of 
thr pl;ri.. 

Early in the morning oCthc ~icxt day. wc conti~lucd our navigatio~l on  thc. Hrwang 
kianp. to ncar ils conflucncc w i ~ h  thc Bluc River. Kocky outcruph matic. rhc. wdtcrr 
h i 1  arid thr currcnt racc. Our br~at?; had to makc vigorrws cffurt\ lo achic\:c this 
clangcrnus PJSY;L~~' without rnish~p: thc s~ni~llcst  cmlncous ~nrxcmcnt  of lhc tiller 
rvould low the wssrl.  Thew wcrc. thc la51 diiillicultics: im~~~cd i ;~ t c ly  ~hcrralicr kvr 
rnlcrcd rhc ca1111 wilcr?; of thc Kin-ch;h Kiang. Opprwitc the nlouth of  ~ h c  Houilng 
Kiang thcrc was ;I big villasc on thc k f l  bil~lk. Ngan-pien. built in ~ h c  pl;~cc w11crc 
Ma-hou Cou. the old district capital. had k c n .  

At-lcr thrcc and a hall- hours sailin: on the Rluc Kivur. w t  i~rrivcd in Siu-tchwu 
fou. This city. which was  he most populous of all rhosc wc li)und and which 111ight 
h. ,IVL -.. ah)ul  rlnc hundred and fifiy thousiinrl inhabitants. ~ v i ~ s  huilt at thr ut)~~llucncc 

with thc M i n ~  Kiang. a river flowinp (~OIII Tchen-tclu. thc capital o1'Sc-lc-houen. 

Uonxyucntly. fro111 thc comrncrcial point uC view. it w;~s ill easy rclationship Ir, 
thc ccrllcr of this rich pnwi~~cc .  whilc rln thc othcr sidc. ~ h c  I Io~uang Kiang and the 
Y1111nan ho hn lush~  hcre thc prtducc d k'r~nnrrn. In Siu-tcherlu Cou. iw saw thc 
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milling around that is so charactcrislic 01- C:hincre crowds in a11 thcir itctivi~y. 
whereas clscwhcre w t  hild found lhcnl cnfwhlcd by the disaslcrs of thc rvilr. It wrls 
not that the trade in this city was unal lc tcd  by it. Thc interruprion tt) ~ h c  mctallic 
ow mining in Yun~ran had rerntlvcd onc c>C its prirnc rewurccs. C o p ~ r  which. 
hcfo~-c: the hluslirl~ rekllion. was stdd in Siu-tcheou for ciehl to ilinc rlrr*l.x ita one 
hundred Chincsc pwnds. c-rat eiphtecn when wc passed lhrt~ugh. Opium from 
Yunl~zln. which was more or Icss all that wkx ccon~umcd in this pi1.1 ot Sc-tcho>~~r~l. 
cached a price (11. tour f r r ~ 1 . v  Wr k i l rq rm.  The incrwc  in the pricc c j C  ricc. 10 

which thc gowing  of rlpiurll pjppics had cuntrihutcd a p a l  dcal. was alsr) \-cry 
ct)~lsidcrahlc. 

Thcre was one spccii'ic rckxon contrihutinz g~viltly to the livclincsli of ~ h c  citk 
whcil rvi. arrivcd ill Siu-tc-huou frnu. 

Thc uimdidlltcs f t s  the military h;tucitlal~rt.atc. gdhcrcxl in Siu-tc-hew Iiw. would 
not itlluu= such a riirt: c\=cnt as the prcsuncc of Europcan ha rh i~ r i a~~s  within thc 
walls of [hc city tt) pass withrlut making a prolit out of it. Thcsc iorcigncrs. wht) 
had h c n  able to trilvcsc a rcgion as trouhlcd a?; Yunnan withou~ incident. a i d  
whow weapons and hearing had k n  sufficient. dcspitc thcir smilll numhrr. to 
makc thc r~doubtahlc sulta11 oil-3-1 y rusplrt them. rhusc. silme fnrciencrs shot~ld 
nut cal)ect thc s;alne immunity Cn31n the youny nlilriial clitc oiSs-tchuucn. p h c r c d  
to bid for Icorltcst en[?- to) thc first class 01- the Chincw 111i1itay ~ u d .  Thry 
wc3uld lilw to SLY thcsc tclmhlc Eurnpcans against whrlm they elight onc day hilvc 
IV fight. Face tu Txc ;met f r u n ~  close up. 

At thc gate of ~ h c  paycwl,~ which the authriritics r)f thc city had yivcn u\ ;is 

lodgings. 1 rwyanixlsd a strict watch to w r ~ i d  the imp~rlunitics of thc crnwd. Thc 
crnwd's uurir)sity-for thc c i t s   his w;~s  ;I ncw garnc- IcJ them to scr who 
could ect pas1 the guard imd reach us. One of ~ h c m  manilgcd this undcr somc 
pn-lent o r  other: hc ~ o t  into our sitting i u ~ d  dining rmtln. 1 WLS alrlnc r>r r;~lnlost 
alone al work thcrc. Thc cadet started to I ~ l l o w  all my ~novclncnts. nrll Irking any 
opp) r tu~~ i ty  to break all ~ h c  rules of ctiqucttc for the bcnclit oC thc srrvants and 
Chincsc st~ldiers u=ho hid come tcl show their dccp scorll for the barharia~ls. 1 first 
asked hi111 to I~ilvc: hc laughed in my taw. 1 pushcd him ttj rhu clr~lr. Hc threw 
hirnwll- ~ > I I  inc. Hut two Annamitcs. who had come to 1114' call. g r a h k d  him and 
hcld him down. The pcwr cadct was Cumins with rilgc: m d  yelling a n ~ r i l y  but 
ncvcrillc!css h c y ~ d  pi~rdrm and asked to hc lct ~ o .  But thc insull was trn, p a r  to 
let pass. cspcuially in I'ronl of 111- 'hinrsc public. I had a rcw rvitncsscs cntur 5 0  



that the punislinient of ~ h c  gt~ilty man woulrl be seen to hc donc and I had Iiim 
given ten cuts oftliu cone on his hnrc hack, which drcw blood. Then I Ibrgavc hini 
:uid scnt him out. hot11 i i lr io~~s and scarred. "The rclntively ~ c n t l c  rcbuke I had 
given to his insul~s made a great stir in [lie city. Wise peoplc [bought Illat I had 
rcactcd 1130 ~iiildly to  his hrainlcss young man who lint1 hrokcn all [he rules o f  
Chincsc liospirnlity with no provoc;~~ion, Thc cadets sworc to n\lenpe thc loss 01' 
filcc I li3d inllic~crl on tlicir fricnd. The walls wcrc covercd will1 posrers tlirc.urcning 
us f'oreigncrs. They invi~od everyone with spirit to conihiric in dealing our justice 
to this hand ol'ailvcntorcrs. It was important for the honor ofthe Cliincsc that no 
lbreign dcvils should loiivc Siu-tclieou il I '  Ive. 

1 informctl tlie ~~rel 'cc~ of the city of'thcsc threilts. Rut  I rulictl rri~~cli moru on tlie 
tlccision and vigilance of nur T:igals and Annamitcr; than on thc Chinese a~~tlio~.i~ics. 



Furtlicr Trnvcls in Lnos and in Y~lnniui 

On 5 May wc gatherecl for n dinncr to hid f:~rewell lo Ilic French p r i cw in Sia- 
tcheou who constituted alrncl'it the entire staff ofthe missions of Klnnun ;inti western 
Se-tchouen. The soup wiis h:iruly scrved when tlie guards tolcl tile t1i:it a Jarre 
Froup was at tlic door of  llie pagocla dcmi~nding to spcak to Ngan ta-6en. 1 went 
into tlic li:111 and had thu inipalicnt pcoplc. whose crics I liuard, intcrrogi~tcd. They 
told rnr that :I mcsscngcr had tnmc with nuws from Yilnnan which I would hc very 
intcrustccl to know. I c)pcnctl one o f  the rloors and stcppctl outside. saying that tlic 
mcsscnper was wrlcnmc and that lie had only to come nnd speak to mc. A great 
silc~icc lkll, then sutlrlcnly Ihur or live inrlividuals stcppctl frtlni thc crowcl anel 
towards me with lances, sticks and cven planks nncl hcnclics frtlni the nciylihoriny 
houses. Rur i l t  the sarrie tinic, bchind nic. fe>ur or five snbcr-hayoncts appcarcrl. 
\vhich irrinicdiatc.ly made the aggressors turti tail. This liappctitd very cli~iclily. ilntl 
hefhre I had even h:~d time to draw my swnrcl. the Annilrnitcs qi~ickly chargetl in 
front o f  nic and the scared cro\vtl stalled 11ecinp in all directions. 

Al l  our companion4 had conie running on ha~r ing thc tiol\c. more Itiylitcncd 
than we were, and begged LI\ to call olT our nicn wlio wcrc at I.~\L o f  lidling into 
'iorne amhush hy pursuing the people. Hut tlie gunrclc were so enraged ;II t l i c \ ~  
people who were enjoying Ihcmselves hy lorment~ng them clay and n~glir. [hilt thcy 
would not I~sten. They came hack to the lodgings only when thcy hiul co~iiplctcly 
clcarcd tlic ktrrct arid the tcrror they in'ipired w;l\ such that all tlic house\ srayc~l 
shut for ~ I i c  r t ~ t  ( ~ f  the cvcning and night. rhe whole town \o qulct that n.e ~iiiglir 
havc hccn in thc dcscrt. 



Tht~s wc did no1 find amon: thc iluthoritics 01-Siu-tchcou fo11 thc s;ullt ccmliali~y 
and cunccrn as wc had rnct in k'unnan. Thc populalirln shorvcd 3 1lir)rc inlrusive 
and ri.lcntlcss ct~ritlsity. 'rhc>c new cr>llditic>ns hcu;uilr worw and wtmc as wu 
came closer to lhc L'CKIS~. 

111 Siu-tchcou I ~.cnlcd lwo junks li>r our rcltlrn. rlnc for IIIC i'scorl. thc ~ h c r  for 
the ofhficsrs. They wcrc to hki: us only as far ils -Ii-hung-kin feu. ~ h c  c o ~ ~ ~ m c r i i a l  
cclller of Sc-~choucn. On 15 %lily. Mr. dc. Lagr5~'s coIl-111 arrivcd in Siu-lch~uju l i tu 
and wits immcdia!cly p u ~  on onc of thc junks. 'I'hc ncxt day- LW hadc hi-cu=cll to 
thc \vorlh>= rnissiollzlrics of Sill-tchct~u Cuu. Fathcr L.cg11i1cht.r. rvhtl hild shard our 
hardships for murc than iwcl IIIOIII~S. was thc 1351 tu  shilkc hands with 1hc 
Comrnissir>n. Nic said i'mwcll-perhaps grnd-by- our cycs f i l lcJ with tcars. 

Thrsr farewells luckily i v c ~  iiot Iny lasr dci~lings will1 Fi1thc.r Lcguilchcr and 
CVCII 1tH1,1\;' I still h o w  onc day tu wc  his grwd pricst ; ~ga i~~ .  to whon~  wc had 
iokiilgly given thc title c~l'cxpl.di(ion chaplaill. Hc wxq w ~ ~ t  nlc ncws scvcri~l limes 
sinrr my rcturn to France. 

T11c rciltlcr wi l l  perhaps ntlt ht unhappy to rc i~d  hcrc a Ikw cxlracts Iir)~n thcsc 
Icltcn which confirm tllc gcud impression thar thc Frc~~ch  Con11ui5sion Icfi whrrc\:cr 
il ~ ~ s w d .  Thc n.;llJtr will also I ind sonic intcrcsting details ol-lhc plili~ill si~uation 
tlC I'unllitl~ in thcrn which ccjrnplc~c thc slop- o f  thc journey;;: 

I st;~ycd a 1o11g limc ~II Lr l~~g -k i  alicr yrlu Icfi. my dcitr commander. hut ~ h c  
burins quict did not go rloxv11 wcll with 111~'. 1 nyaincd 111y n;ltur;il v i ~c j r  
only when 1 rcturnd l o  111y old srylcc~l-livi~lg. So I scl c~ff. crossing lorrcnts 
at gwat risk. climhiny IIIC htccpcst s l r > p .  dcsccndillp pnu-ipilous ~avinc.s. 
Id lowing Ucl-kouy rtrads thi11 wcn: pcrhaps cvcn Inow bur~lpy lhan thosc 
we travcl~ui togcthcr oi which you surely must havc k c p  a had rncrnrq. I 
havc scca il formidable ll(n,d taking thc hanging bridgc and a p a t  nu~llbcr 
of-housrs of I -a t~oua Ian. M y  honc wils ca r r id  iiwi~>= by thu ctlrrcnt whun 
i t  swain acmss a ravine and i t  had tcrrihlc Fall over a prctipicc. In sho~l. 
if I haw not lcft any hlorlrl on I~L '  bushes o f  the mad. 1 havc larded ail 11iy 
palhs with an abundance oC swcal. 

Therc I was then back in niy k l o v c d  Si-tau. quite unhilustcd. i t  is  

truc. hut. thailli CicK1. Cull 01- l i fc and ccjurilgc. The coiiclusion wllich scei~is 



i~pplrqwiatc to draw= lrom this nrw pcrugrination will no drnlht pivc you 
plrasurc. You rcrncmkr. do you nol. ~ h c  anxious w l l r ~ l i ~ l ~ s  c~l-ccrkai~l pcr- 
sons a ~ l d  thc C r m  that thcy [ r i d  to inspire 111c with. You will ply dcilrly. 
thcy lold mc. crming hack alonc. iitr the triumphil~~t pmgrcss you 111ilcl~ 
with thc French 111issirn1 i~cn>s> thc 1 ~ ' 1 ~ i t c > ~  oClhc Chincw mandarins. Well. 
thcw pprcdiutions have luckily p r r ~ ~ c d  hlw: cvcry~vhcrc I m=as wcogni/cd 
as thi: intcrprctcr r,l- thc enpcdition. I havc rccci\=cd. f n m  hl th  high and 
low to~lly cxpl-cssions nt-gtmi will and sympathy. 

YLJU r c m c ~ n k r .  dcar Mr. Ciarnier. that I hr)pud lor the hcst. YUII will hc 
happy to know what happcncd. I u=itl give you an rxamplc. You havc not 
forgotlcn thc v i l l a ~ c  of  Kians-ri. Whcn 1 ruturncd then.. thc fltnd5 had 
blakcn thc painter ol'thc Ccrryhtx~t md w t  it adrili. Tht rivtr lrad hccu l~c  a 
wal torrcnl. A daring. hul ~ r c c d y  tursIlrall held thc travrlrrs lo  rilnsoII1. For 
his pall. IhcTsrln~-yc finrd him. '"Thcirquam.1 rvc~it on and rnl i11ld ~ h ~ i l t -  
cnrd lo hold us up. MI)I.C (hill] il hundwd pcoplc wcrc waiting and cursing 
31 ~ h c  l'c~)t OC this steeply rising llailli which c11111kd togclhcr by wadin? 
thrr lu~h s1rq-110 our wi~islits. The br~arrnon wtuscd lo lakc rhc~n across. undcr 
~ h c  prctcxt of tlic mandarin's rjrdcn. "lhkc me over alonc." I told him. 
"+and I will go to thc mandarin lo scrtlc this mattcr." 1 Ic quickly did this: 111y 
card ;tnd IWO c i~pn l~s  did thr trick. The ~nandarin who rcmc~nhcrcd that I 
hiid i~ccr,~nprlnicd you. zrantcd a11 l h a ~  I asked hi111 will1 pcrl'cct char111 ilnd 
i i I I  tllc a~r l rhants .  whr, wurc finally ahlc ro cross thc rivcr. c;tnlu to rkull; 
me clh~sivcly . . . . 

In -I-a-l,y [l*kithrr Lcguilchcr :rcontinu~d]. tour hriuf i ~ p p r a r i ~ ~ ~ ~ r .  h;ld C~ILISCJ 
g ~ a t  agitalion. Irnm~xfiatcly alicr clur drpanurc ihc Muslims ill~pllrmcntcd 
rligantic dcfcnsc works. Thcy had p.rfoc~ ty cth.'i~'rvt.d ill1 thc ZLCICIICS lh31 
Mr. h lapr l r tc  had drikrv~l and ils ~ h c y  r spc~ i i~ l ly  rcmilrkcd Hian$ kouan in 
his drawirlgs. they had h g u n  to rilisc ~ h c  walls ol- Ihis place three mctcm 
and alsrl t h r~s t  rof Hia kcwan. of which thcy wcrc convinced you alw tclol; 
thc grcwnrl plan  sing hi~ltwulars. On thc moun~ainsidc. they have built trvt) 
~icrv l o r~~ l id i~h lc  fonrcsscs kcausc  thc monaslcry with [hi: thn-c ioivcrs 
attrilcltcd your alrclltion so  much. 

Finiilly hccausc thc Iircnch arc trl bc C1'3rc.d much by sca as 011 land. 
thcy havc made plans to construct all i ~ l o ~ i g  thr cdgr of thc lakc. Imm 
H i i l ~ ~ g  h0t1i11110 Hia houan. one hundn-d c-rlaslal ha~tcrics. Thcsr: wlrlis arc 
uTcnt. thcy wid. hcu;iuw N ~ a n  ta-.icn will stnlrl crtlnlc bi~ck iI t  the head of 



an arlrl.  A coincidc~rce which nright validatz this rumor is thc ct)a~irtg 10 

Yunnru~ with his wcilpons rlC a nlan callcd Dr~puis. 3' . . . You u11dersl;lnd 
tl~al with such disprmitions and thc suspicious naturc of thc Eil~~hlims. I 
cannot rciurn t c ~  lny old parish. Iifr~rcover. thc Enelish cxpcdition Ii~si yr;u 
has bccn for IIIC a ncw ; I I ~  tmuhlrsonic cumplica!ic,n. ~ 1 h c . s ~  prntlcmcn 
wcrc carrying a Icttcr lor Inc and thc sultan zot  10 know it .  . . . Pcrhaps you 
will not k tmuhlcd hy havine wlme details on thc nlovcmcnts of- thc Eng- 
lish tr~vclers. The. cxpcditiun conducted by Captain Sladcn has arrivcd. 
aftcr Illany ciiflicultic~ and hold-ups. ill thu f i~x(  h o d c r  town uC k i l ~ u ~ a n  
which thc Uhincsc call -lc.nz-yu tchrou and the B u r m c s ~  icM-mcia. It h i ~ s  
hccn r~ rc ivcd  iv1.111 by thc Muslim chicf of this town. Tlic t < n ~ l i s h  h a w  
madc arrilngemcnls wirh him to il'isurc t h ~  h e  passazc of mcrc-halit cara- 
v m s  and Sladcn has azrccd in thc namc of his sovcrcign t~ send a mission 
to Rangoon to ratify and cornplctc a ctlnvc~ltion outlined in hfo-incin. Hut 
in Ti-1 .y thcy say clearly that the sultan has lijhidden Mr. Sladen to co~ i -  
linuc his journey and thal hc has ordcrcd him to lcavc . . . . 

1 1  sum up  the news that I rccuived scvcral months azo. 1 crmcludc 
that thc Muslinis arc lusillg ground z v c ~ - w h t r c .  l 'hc pl;lin nf l'ong- 
tchang itsclt- bclonss lo thc Reds and the Whitzs rcrnaillcd hcsicgcd in 

thu c i t y . .  . .:' 

Thc rnrlsl wccnt ncws prtxlaimcd rhz success oK thc 1mpuri;ll ~rtnjps i l l  Yunnan 
and cr~nlinncd tmthcr Lcpuilchcr's lcltcr. It was mosiiy thanks m  he f-:umpl.an 
arms and artillcry which thc virrrc>y :'dCthis pmvincc had br>ughi and ro thc help of 
a few Frcnch~ncn hrtlupht by Mr. Dup~ i s .  As I ivritc thew lincs. only thc c i~ ics  of- 
Tcnz-yuc tchcou and Tzl-I.? still helong [o the rckis. :‘The laticr had wnt a rnissir~n 
to llngland to win th t  British govcmlncni to [heir causc. 11- thcy got thc hclp they 
rcqucslcd. it would bc a disasicr lor civilizi~tion and col~llncn-c ill thcsc intcrcstine 

I will now hricfly rclilrc our joorncy Cn)~n Siu-ichcou lbu 10 Hiin-kcou. W e  
untcr~d a rczion which had already h e n  visitcd hy E r ~ r t p x n  travclcrs ;uld on 



Plate 51 A rrrrri~v of'Rrrti-hori-ltrrrr ~rlrrr\lirir. Iw Gilh~rr ,  ho.\t,tl (111 [I \Xptrh of L. 
D ~ ~ / ( l ~ ~ ~ l l - f r ~  j. 

which rccorils wcrc already nvailahlu." From Siu-tchcou on. thc rivcr slowctl 
down, and at this sc:isnn, shallow waters flowed in lonp meanders. A few islands 
ntid honks intcrruptcd its coursc. Thc towns wcrc husy ~ui t l  crt)wdcd. Vill:~~cs. 
murkct lowns and citics succccdcd each orhcr continuously. N;~\ti~;~tion w:~s husy 
anrl rm hot11 hanks oCthc rivcr nutticwits s i t i ~ i n ~  hoa1rnr.n puIIc~ljunks which alr.rc 



i~wcndinp IIIC rivcr. Uctwccn Siu-tclwou and Ki;ln~-~igan. wc Xaw many cirlcarcous 
cilvcs on 111c hciyh~s which dorniaatcd ~ h c  rivcr. Formcrly they scrvcd as tonlhs Crw 
tf~c h.li111-1zc populiltions to  whom this rcgion Iwlr>ngcd. The 'Lhc-choui ho whiuli 
tlowcd illlo Ihc. Grcilt Kivcr:' in ha-ki. hnwght big quantities d n=md ii)r thc 
cr)nstructian yards uf 1.0~-tuhcou. lrom thc r~lnunt:~ins ofKouy- t~-hco~~.  Ihc la t~cr  
city. wl~crc wc mivcd on 10 May. was thc residcncc of ;llrrr~-,vtri ordcp~ly-wvcmtlr  
r>C 111~ prr>vincc. It srtnd a1 ~ h c  cunflucncc with thc TwnpKi;vg .  a ercal rivcr 
u=hich travcrscd thc plain oCTchcn-lou. thc capi~al  of St-tchuucn. It was thc cclltcr 
oi'a cunsidcr;lhlc tradc invt~lvins salr fro111 Ihc mines at -I'w-liou. This place wiis 

Ilmlclus all over China for its salinc water ivclls and its oil wclls. Thc 1attc.r were 
soutics uf ~ t n ) l z u m  which suppl i~d  thc f i~r l  Cur ~ h u  tvap j r a~ i r~n  tof thc sn11y tvatctli. 
The crlrmicm ~ricthtds OC thc C'hincsc and thc way they drill thc WCIIB.  t h ~  dcpth 
r)f which cquillcd thal of  our arlcsiaii wclls. has allrady bwr i  dcscr ikd  lo~ lg  ago. 
I nwd no1 rcprlrt this hcru. I an1 happy to adti t h a ~  th t  pilllgs o1-Tch;ine-nlac). who 
arou~ld 1 Xh7 i~lvilrlcd Sc-tcllr~l~cn. set thew pc-lnllcunl wurccs alight. - lhc lirc s p r d  
scvrrill li'agues ilrt>und and lastcd wvtriil months. Thcy managed lo uxtinguish 
~ h c  lliancs arid rcsurnu ~ h c  intcmptcd cxploilalicll~ of ~ h c  siklinc wr~rks only by 
hribing a Iarzc ~ ~ u r n k r  oi' unfijrlunates i1 lo1 r ~ f  ~rwrrcy to brave lhc burning sclil 
and air fillcd with s~iiokc and lla~ilc\. in order to throw wct hlankcts ovcr rhc 
opunirlps from which the pctrc)li.um spoutcd: and thus thcy cxtit~glrishcd 111c firc. 
Mom than a hundred pcoplc dicd in thew aucolpts. 

1 uailnol think thilr in the wholc of Eurttpc wc could lind tcn piwplr w h o ~ ~  wc 
r n i ~ h l  prsuadc  for moncy trI face ccrtai~l dcalh in this w=ay. BUI no olhsr 1,ac'c 
pusllcs crlnlcnlpr tbr lire ;LS l i ~ r  as thc Clii~lcsc do. Lut somuhtdy ilssurc the futurc 
of a pocw lnan's wilc and children and hc will agree at oncc. cvcn wi~houl sad~lcss. 
to a ~ilost appalling drdth. 

Ncvcrthclcss thc silll~c C:hirlcsc. capahlr of true heroisnl in ~ h c i r  public: life. 
hardy iri timcs of sufkring. w i ~ h  n o  fcar of death. had illways held thc profession 
ol-arms in thc utmrlst contempt. Soldicrs could only hc r~r ru i tcd  fru111 Ihc d r c ~ s o C  
thc population and thry l iwd in conqucrcd country cllfthc land thitl it was their 
duly I<) dclcnd: and  hey oCkn rdn awa>= in kittlc. lhc l i X t  of cduuatctl p o p l c  whn 
hnvc hravcd dcah for tell in^ their tyrants thc truth runs long thrr>uzhout lhc histo? 
uf Chinil. Rut war hcrtlc?; arc abwnt from thih list. 11 ur~ l ld  ntw hr- c ~ h e ~ i w  ilclnc 
c-ijnsidea thu vcq- gwat superiority which this narion had ovcr:111 [he othcrs amund. 
-1hu cnwrnous rcswct arising fron1 this arid thc dcuply i n p i n i d  kcling that it 



tiurthcr Trivcls in Laos and in Yunnan 

was by I;lr thc superior raw,  aruund which all clthcrs wcrc ct)l~tcnt t o  orbil as 
satrllitcs. h;ld assuapcd [how touchy scnsitivilics ~ = h i c h  arc ~~laintainrd rlwwhcrc 
b~ Iilorc closcly halanccd llrvcls nf attainrncnl. -lhc .Monpr)l Mlllchu conquests 
had ncvcr seriously thruitcned the [rue autonomy clC~hu culture. The srntimcnl of 
pairit,tism is horn liolll the consciousness of dangcr and. historically. the Chincsc 
h i~d ncvcr nwdrd  to lci for their indcpcndcnc-c. Frttin thcri: dcrivcd this complctc 
ahwnuc of nii1it;lry qualities. this mord  slidc which wlcgatcd thc most ntthlc sidcz 
OF thc soul tc~ the second rank: self-dcnial. disintcrcstedncss and devotion arc 
rlutwciphcd by cgotism and cupidity. :' 

I.ou tchcou gave its nanic ro the rivcr which w;kx inrliscriminatcly callcd f o m  
lhis p i n t  Ta Kiilllp. "thc G r ~ i l ~  Rivci ' .  or LOU Kiang. 'Thc I3luc Kiuur+'. Frt~lll Lwl 
~chcou we l i l ~ ~ n d  In;llly seams ol 'ct~al on  thu banks ol- thc rivcr. man; of which arc 
lnincd. 

C)n 1 1  May wc discmhrkcd in Tchrmg-kin feu. This city. thc commurcial ccnlcr 
oC Sc-tc-houun. was built in thc form of an alllphithcater ;il thc con1lucnc-c. of thc 
?real rivcr and it11 i~npjrtant  trihu~luy which came 11om 1'30-kine. 11s pc~pulatio~l 
could hc. csti~natcd 1 thrcc hundrcd thousand souls. Wc had to rcpc.1 hostilc 
d c i ~ l r ~ ~ l s t r d i n  r,Cthc cnlwd which thrcw stoncs at thc junk carryin: Mr. dc L;ipCr-> 
c.r)CCin. Our Allila~llitcs itrrcstcd onc rlfthc hooIigi111~ ;~nd  i~idcd h!- two m c ~ l ~ k r s  of 
rhc. Co~ll~~lission.  rcvolvcrs at  the r c a d ~  I trwk thc wpn,ha~c t h r t ~ g h  !IIC crowd to 
r11r C h i ~ ~ e s c  aothnri~ics. wking ~ h c n l  fur e x c m p l a ~  punishmcn~. M.5 stayed ill the 
vast ;~nd comCort~blc. rcsidcnuc of My-. Dcsfl?chcs. ~ h c  vicar apt)s~olic of ci~stcrn 
%-tchol~cn. His hishop's palace. dcstrt>ye~I in u rirw. had k c n  rcbuilt by thc Chincsc 
govcrnrncnt which had spied no c n w n w  trrl makc it safe and convcnicn~. I l i ~ h  
rvitlls p~ - r ,~c~ tcd  it Cntrn the n.si of ~ h c c i t y  and wc rc-laxcd. in the s l ~ c l ~ c ~ - c > l ~ ~ h c  Fri'at 
cnur~yards which hrr~ughl air and liphi insidc. ill scuurity and trilnquillity which 
our p n ~ c d i n g  tcrrttrs llradc L I ~  apprcciatc dccply. Whik  th t  Chrihtians of Tchrmg- 
kin h u s i d  ~ h c ~ ~ l s c l v e s  with finding us a layc.jul~C which would rcplacc thrlsc that 
had hrr>ught us. ;tnd ciiny us to Han-lii.ou. I sen1 a report ii>r ~ h c  governor of 
Cwhinchina lo Shanghai. telling him of Mr. dr Lagn2c's dralh, thc main incidents 
which had 1narLed our jt)urncy lo -1.3-Ly and d o u r  cr,~i~ing return. 

Tchong-kin Crju was  he biggest Chinese city h a t  wc had cvcr -In. Although it 
had rrsc-ciwd visits frc3m a ticw I<uropuns. t h ~  curiosity of thc cmwd WLS far iroln 
satisfied and we saw a rcnewal of the sccncs which. so  far. had mark~xl our pwsayc 
in cvcry pc)pulous center in C:hina. Thcy allnost tcwk i~ turn as irouhlcson~u ;IS in 



Lin-npn. whcrs 1 was suhjcc1c?d. thc rcildcr WJ?; rcnlemkr. 1t1 i~ virlual stollin?. 
Thc h a t s  charlercd in Siu-tchcrlu lcli us in Tuhong-kiu. whcrc iw could r ~ x i l y  
lind a big junk which would hkc  us down thc river withoul a ~lcil;. ~ransshipmcn~ a x  

far as tlan-khu. whrrc Eurtlpcnn steam navigation hz ins .  While waiting for this 
his junk to hc pul ;I[ our dispos;~l. whcthcr hy thc Irxal authorities. or t h t  
missic~warics. we staycd at a city inn. 1 placed t h ~ c  Al~~ l i l~n i l r s  r ~ l  gu;lrd rwrr thc 
crjffin oCC:omm;mtlcr dc Lag&. which wi~5 cn~hurkcd on (he smallcst elf our wswl\. 

W:i. had hccn bawl! a quilrlcr of all hour at the inn when I was tcild that a brawl 
hiid hrt1kc11 out hctwccn the A n n a ~ ~ ~ i t c s  ya rd ing  the junks and thc pr)pr11;1c'c. They 
h;id t h m w ~ ~  stoncs at ~ h c  coffin. Our mcn. having c a u ~ h t  onr of thc. hr~~ligizlns. had 
lied hi111 up and wcn. holdin: hi111 in t h ~  brig. Hoivcvei.. a menacing croivd was 
pthcring on thc h a ~ ~ k  and s ~ v r ~ l c d  likely IO sst thc prisoncr li-cc. Accr>nlpanicd by 
Messrs. I ) c l ap r~c .  dc Cam2 and IIVO rnrll of the csccln. I wclit to ~ h c  plaur. iVc 
had SOIHC prohlcllls in jostling t h m u ~ h  th t  crowds t h a ~  tillcd thc narnjw city streets 

we ~ravcrscd. lZ~l occan of h b h i n g  hmds scc~hcd un thc sloping hcach k t w c m  
rhc t ~ i l l l ~  and the h n k  of thc rivcr. Brtrkcn sh(wts. clamor a11J menacing cries 
3row from it. Fnm timc to timc a icw stoncs splashed around our junks. Thc laltcr 
wcrc some dis~ancc Tmnl the hank and on ~ h c i r  h ~ w s  wc ailw our h~~n i~ rn i t c s .  
slandinp uprieht. thcir wcapons at rcst. impassive. 

Whcn I V ~  arrivcd. the crt~wd hrtkc ri111ks and silencc fcll. Wc wcnt straight 10 

thc juilks: I congriitulatcd the Annarni~cs on their rcsoli~~ion and I h;trl ~ h c  p1i.wnc.r 
disrmbark. I gave him 1t1 undcsrand thal thc Ica.xt c e =  Tor help or atlc~lipt to cwapc 
ivould pct him a hullct in thr hcad and rve ttnjk hi111 I~ilc'k 10 1111' inn w i ~ h  us. 'l'hc 
s~anlcd  cro\vd. slill silcllt. Ict us pass wi~hout daring lo  clr>sc in thcsc Cikc 
Ctmigncrs who hravcd thrir fury will1 nnluch audacity. Thc cmwd lilllowcci us tr) 
the dtnjrrliur~r rcsidc~icc which shul in lhcir faccx. without stoppine us. 1 infornicd 
thc ltwal ;iuthoritics oC thc insult rvhich h;lrl h x n  oTCcr~d to a I:rc~i~.h nf1iCcr's 
cuffin. AII insult evcr~ mow scriuus k c a u s c  tuf ~ h c  rcvc1vnc.c for thc mcmrjry of 
thc dcd in China. I wa\ ~ r d y  lr) dtliver thc guilty man intr) thc hands ol-his na~ivc  
j i d p s  i i  they ucwld itssurc rnc that he \\!r~uld later get the punishma~r hc dcscn.cd. 
7 k  Ii-lri-hitv~ of the city g v t  nic an cvksivr: answer: his dislikr of Ilumpcans. 
thcy told us. W;LK nr>ttorious ;md rvc clr~uld not expcui much Trr~m him. -1ht rrtlwd in 
front r)f thc inn grew cvcr nlurc menacing. Traffic could nu longcr pass. Thcy 
worked rach other up ayainst this hdt iu l  of forcipners who dared arrcst a cit izcn 
of Tchonz-kin. Thc Tcw Chincsu Christians who had uonlc on behalf 01- thc 



rnissicmarics tt) uiicr ~ h c i r  scn:iccs. k g c d  nlc to ~ u h n ~ i t .  \Vc had t c ~  yirld for lkar 
of  rcmaini~y prisoners. in our turn. So I rclcawd my prisoncr to the li.lri-l~it~n's 
soldiers. It is ~norc  ~ h a n  pmhahlu [hilt they d e l i ~ m t c l y  Ict him sscapu i~iro thc 
crowd. The iltmosphcrc calmed down little by littlc. Whcn n i ~ h ~  fell. tvc wcnl ill 
clowd chairs to thc C.Xholic l l l i ~ ~ i < ~ l .  It was situated on lop r>C 0111' OC the hills. on 
the s lows ol- which huddlcd [hi. city's houscs. in ~ h c  Crjm of ail a~nphithratcr. 
displaying thc crcnclatcd linc uC its haltlcnlcnls. In this L-;I~II~. vilzt ~vhirlcncc ivc 
a_ra i~~ lbund ~ h c  st$ itudc and trimnqui Ility t ha1 thc lunacy and ~iladi~cs\  of t  hc ci-t)~v~ls 
nladc so pnu-ious. cvcr si11cc we had amivcd in China. Mgr. DcsflCchcs. thc \=icar 
ap>>tolic oC caslcm Sr-luhc)ucn. was on an episcopal .jrlunic. He rcturncd two 
daj=s later and olfi.wd IIIC a~ncnitics or his rcsidcncu with cortlial warmth. which is 
gritcfully rcrncmbcr~d. Thanks lo his ability and cllrrgy. Ihc mission of Tchong- 
kin prcjspcr~d 111iglltily. 

Tllc hiehcst authoritius ol-thr pnwincc held rhc vicar in cstcrln a l ~ d  dclcrcncc. 
llgr. I>csfliu-hus k11cw IIUN= 10 dcflcct prcjudiccs. instcild of a~tilcliiny the111 hrad 
on. His aswssmrnt of nlcn iilid t h i n ~ s  in China hcspol;~ all rqwn 111ind. dcvoid of 
passion. Thc influt~lcc which such rncn dcplr)y~d art~und thcmwlvcs was cn~incntly 
kncficcnt  and could cr~~itrihutc to a Itwering of hi: banicrs which exist h c l w ~ ~ n  
China and Eurrlw. \Vc dcplon-rf. for hl lh uiviIi~ation and religion itsell,  hat llirrc 
wcrc not Inrm,: of !hc~~~. '"Thc rnissic~nariss had sliowil [ U A  ia I Sou-tchrou a Chinusu 
pamphlet that was 111ost i~~solting t o  Europuans. ill1 thc ~nixsionae= acts oi'Christiruls 
wcrc inlcrprctrd thew as  q u i ~ c  l(~arhsrn11u. Eacll mis~ion  on principls nlai~ltai~lrd a 
catechist. a Inca1 medical doctor whrl travrl~ul Ihc cuuntrysidc lo p d d l r  rc111cJic5 
whiIu haptizillg any childrcn hc hulicvcd to he in  n~orral danecr. if the r)ppr~rtunit); 
prcscntcd itself. According to ~ h c  Czlthc~lic t-aith. thcsc were so II~;LII_V l i~ t le  k ings  
savcd Cmnl linlho and scnt to pardisc.  I1 was 1101 surprising I~ ; I I  [his placticc had 
app~arcd lo k fatal trl thc health of the childrcn. Thus. the p ~ r n p h l t ~  of which I 
spdx vili ticd the Christian hapli/.cn as agents paid by Eurcqxans to collect thc 
brai~ls. eyes and hearts ~ l f  drad  children. The aulhor allcgcd rhal thcy m d c  
mcdicincs from thew suhstanccs. "Hc hirnwlf has ~ W I I  witness 01- thcsc sa~anic 
preparations and can tcsrili tr, the crudeness of thc customs and thc onthinkahlc 
depravity of the Wcstcrn h i a r i a n s .  Hc has l iwd in uttncubinagc u=ith thc Quccn 
of Engli~nrl hcrwlf. who naturally. was \..cry fla~tcrcd lo  attracl thc attcntirlns of a 
son of t hc Crlcslial Eillpirc." " 

In ucntrast tr)  his absurd filth. intundud c111ly to rliscrcdil E u n l p  ill IIIC C ~ C S  01- 
thc Chinese public who read it. Mgr. Lksfli.chcs showed u s  a pa~llphlcl wrirtcn in 



a complctcly rlppsitc win. in which the author countcrcd a n t i - E u m ~ a n  prejudices 
with iniini~c ernd wn.se and high spirils and stressed the benefits clC all kinds 
which would prow from friendly relations with us. tinally clcxly confirming the 
supcricd~y of us foreigners in all industrial crafts and warfarc. 

Whcn Europcan commerce. which a) far has been limited tn the CIhincss of thc 
cornst11 provinces. has opened up direcl accuss to the interior. the k n r f i l s  which 
thc Chincsc will derive from it arc ~ h c  h c s ~  argument against xxcnophobia presented 
in thc Tchong-kin [Sou-tcheou. I-kin. notrl pamphlet. This city was thc ~ d c  uuntcr 
of Sc-tchoucn province. Its population. which was ahnut 300 000 souls. and its 

wealth wcrc pmvcrbial. and am surc to incrcasc tenfold. 11;'hen the physical and 
pliliual obstacles still opposing hc development of stcarn navigation on the Rlue 
Kivcr diwppcar. Indeed, the river h;ts rapids and gorges k l n w  Tchong-kin which 
impede. without rcndcring impossible. the opening up of ripid con~municatir~n 
k t w t r n  the CWSI and the vcp- borders oC Xbet by way oC rhis magnificent river 
N I e q .  

Myr. Dcsfleches. whn had k c n  on a pastoral journey. did not w i v e  in Tchong- 
kin until thc scvcnteenth of May. Hc was willin2 to repay the sum which hc Ma ta- 
jun had loaned us in Yunnan md which I was to transfer. on my mival  in Shanghai. 
to thc acctlunt ot- the Missions Emangkrcs. 

W i h  all the unsettled af fa is  oC Lhc Commission thus finally ~akun  urn of. we 
left on 18 M;ly Tor Han-khu. W e  spent thc next night at Fou-tchcou. aconsidcrable 
c i ~ y  a l  the mouth of the Kian Kiang. a rivcr flowing from Koui-sang. thc capital of 
Koui-~uhmu. 

On 70 and 2 1 May. we stop@ in -Ichoung-tuhcuu md in Uuan hicn. In Tchoung- 
tchcrlu, an imponant city on the lcft hank rlT  he river, between 'khong-kin and 
Koui-lcheou. I mct the Chinese Ihornas Kb. who was to remain atiachrd li>r twtl 
).cars. in his capacity a s  a well-rcad man. to the scientific mission over which I 
pnrsidcd. It was already pitch dark when r ~ u r  junk tied up  at the quay rlC Lhc city. :I 
Chincsc who spoke Iat in fluently aslid to speak to me: he tr~ld me that since the 
pries1 who managed Tchnung-tchcou parish was away. he felt. as catwhist. i t  was 
his duty to offcr us hrlspi~ality and put himself cntircly A our disposal. Our rmrns 
wcrc r c d y  in the preshytcr). and s d a n  chairs awaited us on thc quay. I was touched 
by the opcn manncr and intelligent air of this youn_r Christian. While declining his 
kind often, 1 dctainud him Cur a while to talk. Hc had thu peatest desire to go ro 
Europe and 1:rancc. 111s i~nagination prcscntcd thc.w Western regions wherc his 
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reli_gious masters had originated in thc brightest ccoltmi. For my part, I fclt acutely 
the n c ~ d  to have a wcll-read Chincst: at my side t o  help translate thc written 
dwurncnts which I had broughr k k  from our journey ~hrough the C'~lcstia1 Empim. 
and to inject Iwal color and truc impressions ahout p p l e  and thinss into the 
story- The most accurate memories easily k o m c  indistinct whcn. back in nnc's 
homeland, one musl fight s ~ t c r s p k  against the familiar. to descrik clearly and 
impartially counlries that arc so different from onc's own. Only thc contmtin_e 
opinions of a foreigner allow one to re-est;lhlish balance and to appreciate 
impartially w h a ~  one has smn. Thus 1 propscd to Thomas Ki,. my new-found 
partner. that hc come with us to Saigon. I had no doubt that  he governor of 
Cochinchina would agree to pay him ID hclp me with the preparation of the wprt  
of our expedition. '" Thnrnas accepted eagerly and asked fnr a fcw days to put his 
affairs in order. We were ahlc to continue our-iourney without him: he aran~cd to 
meet me in IIan-khu. 

Shortly aftcr our departure from Tchoung-tchcou. we met four prics~s from the 
Missions Etrangeres who were going up river in a small heal. headed for Sc- 
tchouen and Kongtcheou. Thcsc young e~angclists, very fresh Tmm the Saint- 
Sulpice, had already adopted Chinese drcss. They had been plxcd in the carc of a 
local catechisl assigned to answer for thcm everywhere and to redress their 
ignorance of  he languagc and customs. Chincse Christians undertake the fnrmcrly 
very dangerous  ask of escorting European priests to the intcrior at their own 
expense and with great devo~ion. We hearlily welcomed our compatriots and wishd 
them g o d  luck. That same cvcning. in Ouan hicn, we pas.& thc l q e ,  comfortable 
junk of Ihc Anglican missionaries who. we were told. wcrc going to Tchen-ttm. the 
capital of Sc-tchouen. Thcsc gentlemen wcrc happy, instcad of preachins thc 
Gospl ,  to sell Chinew bibles at very law cost everywhcrc they went along their 
route. I w u l d  neverthclcss be vety surprised if the hihlcs that had k e n  spread 
around in this manner madc a single Christian convert. Thc Protestant missionaries 
re l id  too much on providence tn enlighten the minds oftheir readers. In any case. 
this mcthod of proscly~ising was easicr and entailed fewer complications for 
diplomacy than that to which the Ca~holic priests Icnd ~hemselves. 

On the olher hand, thcrtl are no people more fond of wading than the Chincsc 
and it waq fbr this reawn rhat the Hnl y Scriptures of Europe excited holh their 
curiosity and their interest. 



Chapter I I 

Plate 52 Thomas Kii, the Chine.7~ interpwtcr n f r l r ~  carrrmission (dmu~ing hy 
E. Ra)lord, /?clsed on n plznto~raph). 

This passion for reading explained the influence exerted by the literate classcs 
in China. Rut this institution, entrusted with every political and administrative 
function, and to which peoplc wcrc recruited hy examination, had sadly decayed 
from the idea that people had gained of it forrncrly. Over-respectful guardians of 
tradition. resentful of any innovation, the educated class had greatly connived at 
thc disastrous isolation in which [condition] all the living forces of the country 
had decayed. The highest principles arc comtptcd in application. if they are never 
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put to the test and without nowlty in any dch lc .  Constitant harking hack to the PLS~ 

disuoumges innovation by condemning all pnjgrcss as "building castks in Spain". 
No new ideas, no progress can come from the exclusive. reptilivc dudy of classicd 
hooks and muicnt tradition. Fnlm this soil. which was initially rich but in tirnc. 
cxhaustcd. n civilization had sprung up that withered on thc vine. Atter rcjccting 
anything from oukide wirh scorn. educated Chincsc today resisted the intnduulirln 
of Eunjpum ideas i-mrn Cur. Their instinct told them that Lhc vain superiority [hat 
they had displiyed before the masses and thcir presrigc. bui l~  up over so  many 
centurics. would s w n  wither if e n p s c d  to the glzur: r>C modern scicnut: and so. 

rearing ad.jus~mcnts would hc needed to prcwme  heir position. they prcfcrrcd 10 

delay Ithcsc] by all possible means. 

There no~hing w absorbing or uselcss as  he labor undcrhkcn by a C:hincw 
to rcach the hish position which the title hml-lit1 or doctor conrcmd in China. 
AAer long years of study. whA has he leamcd? IIislo~. mcdicinc. scicncc'! Norhinp 
a1 all useful. and he does not urn about thal: hc is just learning to read and now h t  
will havc [hi: key t o  all treasures in his h i s .  But h d l y  d t c s  he poswicss it 
completely than he dies at the risk. leaving behind a reputation for great crudi~ion. 

It is surely true that thc i k o p p h i c  writing orChinese is one oC~hc most pc~wurI'ul 
rcmons t-or thc miscarriage of their civili7ation. I b i s  hieroglyphic mtdc  of rendering 
thought which sccms at firs1 more natural than he breaking down into sounds 
pcrmirting. with thc help of stsome thirty s i p s ,  hc inscription (>Call ~ h c  emissir)ns 
(lithe voicc. has drawn thcm into a system or amazing cornplcxity. in which thcir 
ingenuity wcms to revel hut who* study k o m e s  more d i f i c u l ~  by the day. lbc 
ideas t h ~  you can absorb from the peculiar s i~nit icancc of a single idcoyram arc 
always rathcr l i~ni ted  and absolute ahs~raution is only possihlc with addcd 
conventions which art. s l r~w to develop and always h a w  a conluscd scopc. In arty 
CM. how many b lank t s  would smothcr a willingness to think i C  i t  must lilc and 
retain rnorc than thirty thousand dit'tcrcnt signs k f o r r  manilksting itscli to ~ h r  
outsidc world! hlnmlvur. to read thr  works of the ancients casily. hc must know ;I 

considrrahly I q e r  n u m b  still! I t  is very hard to express an); new i&a or scitntific 
t5ct clcmly. if i t  can hc done at all- Mrhphysical speculation. which is not a Chincsc 
talent. and exact scienc-c. ftlr which thcy have. by ~wntrasl. a marked abili~y. achicvc 
only foggy intrrprctation. or at Icast rcnriin arbitrary with such a mode ol-writ ins. 

Education. which was widcspreid in China where thc smallcst villagc hid a 
schmml and whcrc totally illiterate ppculplc werc much r iwr  than in 1;uropl.. i v i ~ s  
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thus rcduced tcl I c m i n g  to red. Thew w=crc rnally gradation5 in nlasrering this 
first r>l'sciences and thc rcsplctful admiration of the public was rcscrved for those 
who. rcachinp thc top of the scicnuc. could hesitantly wad or stumble thrrwgh the 
old buoks. somctimcs even without a diutimary. ?le  mandarins could do this and 
MI they wcrc hcld in public esteem. How=cvcr. nothing was more just. because only 
they could cxp l in  the laws. rcad the uniperor's orders. wnd Izuers, in hricl'handlt 
~hr: Cinc brush which laboriously puts thought on pipur without risk of ~ h c  
trt~uhlcsomc arnhi_ruitics which an ienorant person would commit. 

Suppose for a rnorncnt that the la t in  a l p h i k t  \'err: univcrsilly admitted in 
China and that th r  principal Chinese and Iiurtlpuan h l k s  wcrc writtcn in rhis 
nranner in thc l a n ~ u i g c  of the mandarins. In fifteen days a child could lcarn to 
r u a 6 t h e  cxpcrimcnt has alrc;ltly hccn donc. A whole world of ideas and ncw 
f ~ ~ l i ~ l p s  would cnl i~hten  this p o p l c  who arc so  fond of wading. who tcHlzly paw 
their livcs spcllinz out words. It \i.ould hu like a trail of  fire trwcfiing the whole 
E~npirc and the invincible prcjudiccs which me today mainmined so cardully hy 
ccnain litcrate pxplc .  the grurl~cs. hatrud and contempt huilt up over Ion: a ~ c s  
1.i.v-8-ri.5 forcisncrs. all thosc hrricrs which makc China a world hzrmctiually 
clowd to cxtcrnal influcncc, would fall ;L\ if by magic. Ihc only cwn t  c o r n p a ~ ~ b l e  
to so grc;~l a wlcial rcvcllution would hc thc invention of  printing in Eumpt. 

Mk h l i c v c  this is t h t  prinlc rcmcdy that 11lust be prcscrihcd for this sick 
thc only onc that can muse it from its lahargy and immtlhilily and put 

it in toi~ch with the outside world. Thc day this antidotc is applicd 1111 a largc scak. 
thc grcat i~r i~ tncmts  lituracy. who t ~ d a y  pcramil- rcsist;lncc t o  proprcss and 
whew tl~radcnuc. incrraws daily. will Iosc all prcstigc. 

W h i l ~ ~  thc Chincsc art: k t t u r  inforrncd ahjut  the West. thcy will untlurstilnd its 
sup-rior pow-cr. Whcn rvliiti(~11~. by ~ I O W  rnllrc fr~qucnt. ill thc sanlr. tiune h a w  
hught thcnl what immcnx profits thcy can cxpcct. thcir Ikcling as a 1111iqll~' niticln 
will prt~hably hr: rchrlrn. Thcir intrlligcncc and practical scnw will s m n  show 
~ I I I ' I ~ I  (he 11ccd 111 tizhtcn rhosc hnnds which fom~crly hcld thc rnrcJ I ~ i r t r ~ l r ~ ~ ~ l f i ~ t ~ ~ i l i t ~ . ~  
tozrthcr. as 111uch to pursuc thr comrncrc.ial and industrii~l stnrgglc to cvcryunc's 
gain. as for resisting ~llilitiiry a5saults and ~l~ilintainin? the right to sun-ivc as an 
indcpcndcnt racc. Ttday. the imrnensc resources ot- their vxst Empire arc spcnt 
ai~l~lcssly and dcspwilcd by corrupt c~fficials. Wisely used. thty would suCCiuc. trl 
pli~cc China irnmcdialtly on a Icvcl with the most pwcr fu l  European nations. 
tiivcn the spirit 01- initiative and cntcrprisc its population pr>sscsscs. this urluntry 
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only nccds able administrators to .see its wounds heal themselves. It has already 
made an appcal to European badcrs to tight the Icprosy of bribery which gnaws 
away at  it and this first trial has been c r o w n d  with succcss. Such is thc way in 
which it must persevere with thc support of Huropc. to re-establish stability and 
pcauc in its provinces. In Europlan schtnjls Chinese who will break with thc 
traditions of the past will w o n  be educated. and will Iecl that thc h s t  rcmcdy lor 
thc misery of ovcr-popullltion and thc sudden changes in rc-c~nomic balance which 
trmslntc in the interior to frightful human uphuvals. is In thnw open wide rhc 
g;ltcs of the kmpirt: to industy and forcign trade. ro cncouragc cmigrzltion which 
would lalax brine h c k  to the native turfa wralth of new ideas and fruitful crafts.'" 

Hut it is tinlc to end   his digression to take up thc story of our joumcy which in 
any case is nearing ils cnd. 

Fmm Oum hicn. the river narrtlwcd between two iwlls of n ~ k s .  A violcnt wind 
opptscul our progress. Wk arrived in Loui-rchcou fou on thc twenty-wcond. at 9 
p.m. This city. huilt on a narrow plateau thirty to fony ~nzlers  abnvc thc rivur. was 
cnci rc l~d  on all sides by hish mountains. Ils surnlundings wcrc rich. wr were told. 
in mcbl  orcs. There was a custon~s p s t  hex .  In 1866 it charged an cxcisr duty d- 
six pcrcent on the \.aluc of p o d s  imprjncd into Sc-tchoucn and a little lcss for 
~ o c x l s  cxport~4. Thc most imprwtanl product of the provincc waq rdw silk. At that 

t imc. it anr~unted to sixly rw &vent). thmsand kilos and this sccmcd small ccm~prull 
to thc province's tatial production. The customs post ot- Knui-tchcuu then yirldcd 
fnjm tcn to tm=elvc millions pl.r year. 

In Koui-tcheou tbu wu paswd a few plca.rant hours with ]:ather Vi~i~lqot. a 
n~issionary apostle. He poin~cd ru t  10 our geologist thc intcrcsting palcrmtologiual 
n-mains which w c ~  u t l n ~ i ~ i c d  in the raves of thc vicinity. 

We left Koui-tchwu in the afternoon of23 JVlay. Very scion. dctwn r i w r  from thc 
city. thc rivcr was nlorc and more enclosed. High rocks msc up vcnicdly 011 its 
hanks. Its w i d ~ h  shrank to Icss than onc hundrcd meters: its dcph was vc.r)- Frat  
and thc current very weak. Tht Ir~wpaths. which  ill thcn hlld nln along Lhc banks. 
now disappcar~d. Almost continuous easterly winds hvowd Ihc a*-cnt of hrmt5. 
which suhstitutcd sails for the t<lwrupe during lhis scason. Other trdvulcrs hihave 

alrrady dcwribed ~ h c  nwc-inspiring appcxancc rlf thc Bluc Rivrr in the region of 
the rzlpids. IIigh walls clC granite or of lava hcmn1c.d in ils warcrs. thc width of 
which nam>wcd to  onc or two hu~ldmd mctcrs. whilu its Jcplh u=as grclat. Sr>~~~ct imcs  



thc still wllters prcsentcd n po l i sh4  surface which reflected the mchllic color of 
the nuirhlmring rocks; sromctimcs it foamed and hrclkc on the rwks which rose 
suddenly a h v c  hc surhce. Sometimes I w  siw,] gracious bcll-towrs ending in 
calcareous sp~rcs. which overhung the h d  of thc river. and pagtdas. built in the 
shiidcnvs nf big trws 111  he entranccs tro udvus. ap~ared  hcrc and thcrc on the 
flanks of the m o u n ~ i n s .  softening m d  enlivening this rough. solitary landscaw. 
Powerful walurfalls tumbled fnm the heights of the rclcks and sometimes forced 
our junk to kmp closc in to bank. l 'he currcnl was too weak tto utluntcract the wind 
that hlcw had-on but this helped many boats t o  asccnd ~ h u  river to Se-tchourn. 

On 15 May. at 9 p.m.. wc cmcrgcd from this rntluntint>us 7one: the r iwr  w idcn~d  
suddenly into thc vasl plain of 1-tchang, the district capital of H ~ H - p c  province. I t  
was pleasant for us a f ~ c r  traveling a whole ymr  in the mountains. to scc thew low. 
green hanks. with many boats and whiic pagoda$. We spent all thc ncnl ~norning 
rigging up ourjunk: wc could no longcr dcpcnd on the cumnt.  which was now tmj 
weak to carry us further down rivcr. Thc width of the river. ncmly two kilometers 
here. cnah l~d  u s  to use h e  wind. cvcn when it was blowins in the opposite direction. 
Thus by tacking about we reached Chachc,  a trade city at  Lhc nlouth of a ran31 
linkinz all thr small Iakcs k t w c c n  this city and Han-kku. Thc canal pn~vidcd a 
much shoncr rtlulc than the r iwr  to reach the la~ter placc only. Very big junks. like 
ours. continued to desccnd thc Ta Kianp.'" which dcwribcd huge c u n c s  which 
made the journty three timcs longrr md was [therefnrc] drnost deserted. 

From Kinp~chcou.  rhe river flowcd sourh in an  uncnding .wries of meandcrs 
which Icngthcn~d the journey MI much that pcople had givcn up using this n~u tc .  
Ihc canal linked Han-kku d i ~ u l l y  to King-tcheou acnoss a region strc.wn wilh 
lakes and ponds. Unforlunately. our junk w;ts too hie to frlllow this narron= shallrlw 
routc and wc had lo  lollow the cndlcss k n d s  of the big rivcr . . . The wind hlcw 
against us and increased thc duration of our journey cvcn rurthcr. In C)u-chc. a 
trading lown on the left hank. a little down river from King-lcheuu. we wcnl x5hrlrc 
for a whilc but we had such a welcomc from the population hiai we hastily rcpincd  
ou r junk  if we had not donc a). wc would have becn Lorn to pieces. i'c wcrc cazcr 
to visit mort  civilized cities and friendly penplc anrl no longcr wantcd our rlmsmzn 
lo slop at night. On 2 Junc. at midni_eht. passing thc mouth of Iake'I 'ongtin~.'~ the 
rivcr huca~ l~c  somcwhit livclicr. Two days latcr. at 9 p.m.. we wil~ul  amid the 
forest ofjunks which r a i d   heir innumerable: masts before Han-iane feu. a city at 
thc confluence of thc 11x1 and the hng-trlc. opposite Han-keou. lirom thtn:  we 
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could see the high masts of Arncrican clippers corning to take tea. -1hurc w i s  no 
moon and it hn-amc luo dark to prtlcwd amid so many ships. We had to anchor. 
This nigh1 .wcmcd like a ucntury lo me. Early nuxt nlvrninp \k.c scf sail. Befrm 
long I recognized [he F-umpxan conces~ions: 1 couldn't take my cycs off thew 
houses. thcsc ships lint4 up before me: I would havc happily s t ~ t c h c d  out my 
hands to trjuc-h them. to a5surc rnywlf that thcy wcrc real. At X am., wc moored 
bcforc h c  Frmch cnnsulati: where we found thc most gracir~us hospitality 1-hc 
joys of returning tinally h y a n .  I will always rcmenlkr  the cxtraordimlr). feeling 
that night when 1 s l c p  hc~wtxn  dazzlinz white sheets. It was rlvur two years since 
1 had cnioyud such luxury. 

In Han-kiulu. I found thc Chinew Thomtts Kd, who had pwccdcd us  hy way of 
the lakes. On c~ur arrival in Saigvn, Admiral Ohiur conlirn~cd my agrccmcnt and 
attached him to thc Mission. Since then hc has rctumcd to China. aftsr a s t a ~  of 
cightccn niollths in 14ris and thc Ministcr of thc Navy has ~ i v c n  him ;I big gold 
rncdal as a token of iippr~x-i;ilion for thc scwiucs hc rcndcrcd to me as a tran?;lator. 

Mr. Ciudnaud. Mr. IYhry's cha~lcellor. u=zx  ovcrsccing thc consulatr ill Han- 
k k ~ u  111 this timu. He did us the honcm with a fricndlincss and gord will that wr: 

havc not forgotten. l h c  European coluny. which had bccn cxpccting us Ibr a Ions 
time. &=as most wclcornin~. I am especially happy 10 cxtend my at'fcctionatc ~hilnks 
tn Caplain O'Krefe. thc capuin 01- thc lIrn.rx.. We relcascd thc hcavy junk on 
which we had ?iililed morc thin clcven hundrcd kilr>n~dcrs since Tc-honp-kin feu. 

In thc h x h r  was one nf thosc rapid steilrncrs which ply bctwr.cn Han-khlu ;lnJ 
Shanghai. Such cilw ot-rnovumcnt had paswd into ~ h c  wurl(1 of drams for u5. I t  
w;~. some time kforc w=e could hclicvr it  was real. We left on I 0  Junc 011 all 
Amcriran sttarner. thc PIy111t~rrrl1 RrlrX-. Thornax Kb rvho had p rcc~drd  11% to Han- 
k2ou c m h k ~ u l  with us. On 1 1  Jullc we dmppd anchor in the port ol'Shangh;li. 
Fricndly hospitality awaitcd us at thc Iircnl-h consulale-gcncral. IVc fount1 in 
Madame Breliicr de M o n t m t l r i .  all the charm and clegancc uf 1:r;mcc. the uw of 
which. alas! wc had lost The "barbarians" whunl she thcn n ~ c i v i l d  arc happy hcrc 
to rcslify to their 111o5t rcspcctful admiration o r  hur. 

1-hc Iircnch cr>lolly in Shanzhai kindly h o n o ~ d  our s~llall group oi'cxplr~rtfi. A 
dinncr which was givcn for us by ou1. lellow countrylllcl1 ; ~ v c  us thc. ohancc tn 
thank thcni lilr lhcir enthusiastic and p~triot ic  r~xcpticl~l. 

Iln 19 June. ~ ; . 1  lcfi Shrln~hai  on ~ h c  lincr of the Mcssagrrics (Maritirncsj. thc 



Plate 53 The romh nf Crjrnll~nnder de  Ln,qrF(> in  Sczi,pt~rr ( r J r r ~ ~ ' i n g  I?! H. Cntenrrc-ci, based on a sketch of 
L. Dell~porte ). 
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firpllir. We arrived in Saipon on the twenty-nin~h. Rear-admiril Ohicr. thc 
governor of French Cochinchina, had only thc day hcfort rt~civcd my rcpri rlC 

Mr. de Lagrk's demise. This loss was deeply felt in the colony whcrc his mtrmory 
and line qualities were cherished by all. 

High honors were accorded his remains. which were buried in Saipn ctmticr).. 
A small rntmumunt cornmcmoraicr to his day this gallant soIdicr of Iirancc. If  
mything can con.wle his relatives. it is he thought thllt hc d i d  on tthc nirlst nr~hlc 
licld of endeavor: that of science and civilir;l~ion. 



Conclusion 

by 
the Editors of LP Tr~irr rlu Monrk 

Intcrrupied by the 1187(1 Frincr&crman] war. and dulay~d thrcc t i~ncs  by the 
material obligaticms impt,sc.d on rwr ditors by thc prcpmtion of rhc Official 
Fuhlic;llion of lhc C'cyrg~ if 'Ei~~lr~rrrfiot~ prl Itrh-Chiire, ~ h r  s c p x i l r  wprt of thc 
cxpdit ion ends here and it has hccn reid. wc have cvcry mami  tu k l icvo ,  with a 
Icsitin~ate intcrcsl . . . 

In addition 10 ~ h c  awards Icmed sc~ iz l i e s  have givcn to the two chiefs OC the 
expedition. . . . w t  nlust add the nicdal, s cp ra t e  from the wgular cc)mpctilion. 
which thc First Intcmational Gzryraphic ConCcru~~ce. r n w t i n ~  at Antwerp on 14 
August 187 1. ks lowed  upon Mr. Ikincis Ciamier and the cross of officer ot- ~ h c  
Legion ul'Honor which a dccm of-% Januq-  1872 grant~ul him for his '+cx~~ptir>nal 
wrviccs". ' 

Thc Official hhlicat ion ivas hircly liuihhcd when. wilhc~ul taking the vacalicln 
which yza of unrcnlitting ivork and the tivc rnunths o r  !he I'aris siege when thc 
hcmism oi thc Navy Corps hxiamr legendary.' should have ma& him nccd. Mr. 
E Garnicr g a j n  dcparted Crlr China I<> cxplorc. one of the nlost interestin: and 
lcast knuivn rcgions of Ccnlril Asia. 

The prcl'llce of W I ~ ~ I , ~ P  rl'I3.1~1lonrriot1 c.11 hrrlo-C'l~ir~v. ivrittcn a1 sca on 3 (h - tok r  
Ixst. tndcd like this: 

The rcadzr may li surprised not to  find a trca!iw or at  lcast somu indica- 
lions in this work on certain gctlgmphical questirwis which determined our 
i ~ i n c r q - .  1 haw intentionally omiltcd the infomiiltion 1 h a w  oh~aincd on 

the - l i k t a ~ i  part oC some oC thc grcal rivers of I~ldochina. My inii)rnrition 
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thruw no dccisivc light whatrvcr rm this most imporlant and certainly least 
u n d c r s t t ~ d  prrhlcm of  Asia's ~cography. 

1 w i t  to t r y  huforc puhliuation, to complrlc thcm inside Tiht.  

The intrepid lriveler had thus d~u-idcd 10 punutratc into T i k t  and to n.w)lw thc 
question. as yet still undecided. of ihc oricins of thc _rrcat rivcm that watcr India 
and Indwhinii. The reader knows what is the prcsenl svatc of this question. 

Thc pkatcau of Tihst. which is a sr~uthcm branch oC the huzc massif oC thc 
Himalayas. forms in the center of Asia a kind of tcrmcc. thr cdgcs oC which arc 
chmac~crizxd by u n i n t c m p t d  high chains oC rnrluntains to thc north. wcsl ;inJ 
south hut which slupes lo the ci1s1 and kcds lllost r>f thc rivers draining rhc snow- 
melt. Thcre. in ;I space (dlcss than sixty lczlgucs. thc Brahmaputra. rhc lrrawddy. 
the Sdween. the Mekrmg and the Xmg-tsc-Kiang. ctr.. n r anqc  to diy r>ul a p;lssa?c 
and cant dccp Ct1rrow5 i l l  thc colt>ssal upthrust which has nl far ctln~ainrd thcrn. 

Onc of thcsu riven. thc. Yare-tsq-h). which riscs not far Cn)m  hi: sclllrccs of 
thc Indus. is Inrtre rctrr less known to thc holy city of Lh~va.  thc capihl or-Iihc.1. i.c.. 
over a roursc of abut rrlic thousand kilornctcrs. It has rcc-cntly hccn dcscrihcd up 
to this point by ;m Indi i~nl~~~wtl i t  who was trainsd by Captain Iblontgomcric. in thc 
use olohscn-aiion instrumtnts. But hcyo~id Lhasa. thc yco~raphc.rs arc. rc.duccri to 
cnnjc'c~ urc. 

This powcrf~ll r i \ = c r 4 o c s  it turn imrncdiatcly to thc south Ir, hccornc t h r  
Brhnlaputra and to llrlw into the Gulf of Bcnyal'.' Or. convcrscly. Q)cs i t  conr in~~c 
its cttursc: lo thc c;L<~ and encircling rhc mountains oCKhamti. tr, thc north of- Hurnra. 
docs it few illto thc Irrd~addy:' C;c~yr;~phy still hcsihtcs and cannot answer with 
precision. 

Chincsc dt~urncnts.  uwd by thc Jcsuits. and 1. H. Hr>t~ro,uipnt>n d'A11villc iyn~s. 
lnaliu ~ h c  Y-art)-tsanz-h) the hcad ol'thc Irrawaddy. I>alrynlplc. and Kloproth. who  
rcptwrcd that ~ h c  k n d  oC thc r iwr  is o n c  and a half tlcgrc~.s furlhcr cast th i t r l  

d'.41lvillc Ird ~lra i l i~a in~d 10 S U P ~ I ~  this rhcsis. and mon- nucntly t51hcr Iksgrwlins. 
\i=ho is onc c~f thc Ccw misshnarics involvcrl in scientific rcsr;irch and with whrlln 
Mr. F r ~ n c i s  Gmliicr has hy:n corrcsprrndin? for ~ h r c c  ycam. also suhscrihcrl to  
this opiniin~. 

Thc  opposite hyphhcsis .  m=hich stalcs Ihat t h c  h ro- t sang- lw Ilo\vs i ~ ~ t r j  thc 
Llrahmaputra. has hccn supported by tu=o C)ricnl;ll schrdilr5: C o l m r l  Yi~ls. c)f 
t h t  English corps of cnyinccrs and Mr. dc S:~inr-hl;~rtin. According lo thcm 



the Yaro-tsang-ho. the Djaihong. in Assam. and thc Brah~naputra ar2 nnc and 
thc samc river. 

This quustion has stirred pxssiond~e polcmiu since 1820 k t w c c n  English ; h a n d  
Iircnch scholars. 11 appears to hc resolved "in theory" in favor o r  the latlcr 
hypothesis. IIoweecr. the direcl proof. tinllowing on an eye-rvitnt.rs r~bservation, 
is still I ack in~  a ~ l d  thc explorer whr, manages to cxtahlish it will render a airst class 
service to science. 

It is lo rhc solution of this pmhlem which is. as  wc have just stated. also that uf 
~ h c  origins o r  a e  gnx t  Asiatic rivers. that Mr. Francis Gamier u=ants to dcvotc 
h i n ~ w l f  ?'he difficulties arc substantial. Rcutmlly. an intrcpid English tnvclcr. 
Mr. Cooper, hw [ailed in two succcssivc attempts to penctratc into Tik.1: thc first 
was madc Cronl India. he wcclnd from China. ;\ rcrrihlc civil war. provoked by the 
insurrec~ir~n oi the Muslim population. is drvis~ating h c  large Chincse p ro~ incc  
of Yunnan. on the fmnticr of the rcgion under study. 

Mr. Francis Gamier. who has bccn ahle to asscss all the obs~i~clcs.  during his 
first journcy. his high hopes for his atlempt. IIe is dckrminrd to dcvote all the 
time n e c e s s q  tt1 this undcnaking. The hlinistcr of thc Navy has donated ~ h c  
ncccssaq- ~yuipment and seems williup to wnd mure, if nced bc. Thc Socidtk dc 
Ckugmphic dc Paris will hc taking cm of gathering sufficient rcsourccs tc~ thcilitat~. 
thr intrcpid traveler in an exploration whosc results mu51 exccc-d those alrcidy 
obtained by thc French Commission. In the meantime. Mr. F. Garnicr is proposing 
to stay in IIan-k5nu. in the ccntcr of China and to undertake thc study of the 
hydm~raphy of thc rapids nt-thc Uluc Riwr. which hcgin at this p i n t  and conlinuc 
for mow than threc hundred and lifty kilomctcrs k t w c ~ n  I-tchanz fclu and Tchong- 
kin lbu. thc cummcn-bl center of h e  rich province of Sc-~choucn. This hydmpriphic 
survey will call attention to h u  nced to 19- out stcam navigation h r p d  Han- 
khu. Tradc bctwoun Shanghai and this h&r. thc lasl that is open In liurt~pcans 
on thc rivtr. is stili cmied out for the rcacrpm by indigenous h a t s  but amounts 
ncvcrthrlcss to hundreds of millions o r  Crams. Silk. vcgctahlc wax. mcdiuinal and 
dyeing p r d u c ~ s  descend thc Fang-tse and come m IIm-kcou for hartcr alrainst 
crltlon cloth and fleece of  En~ l i sh  and ilmerican twigins. 1-hc s i ~ u r i t y  which wnuld 
comc from a complctc substitution of ~ h c  indigenrms h a t i n g  by steam nivi_e;ltion 

simn i n c r c a . ~  knli,ld trmsaclions that arc already vsry impomnt. You 
migh~ cven q u c  [hat Europixn exports will only make rnorc progress in China on  
this condition: we mu51 c ~ p ~ t  it t o  xtagnatc until the day wc havc xqui rcd  easy 
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acccss to thc rich and populous plains of Sc-tchoucn. The trider who has the first 
FXKI mapsoof this part of the Blue Rivcr at his displsal will be the k s t  prepared 
for thu development of rapid transport. Also. hc will have the most decisive 
a~urncnts  to obtain the opening up of ~hl: river bcyond Han-kiou from the 
government in Peking. ' 

Another mcmbur ufthc French Commission, Mr. IDclq~jrlc. bringing ~ h c  results 
gathcrud by the explorarion of the Mckong tn fruition. m d  in particular the 
reconnaissance of the Ho-ti Kiang. an f l u e n t  of  the Songxvi or  he river of Tong 
King, done by Mr. E Garnier on 27, 28 and 19 November 1867, proposes to 
asccnd this laltcr watercourse to its source. 

Much lcss imporlant than the big rivers of China and Indo-China. the Song-coi 
dcrivcs a special value from its geographical It~ation. Our set~ling of Cochinchina. 
and our command of the Annamire kingdom, makc thc clpcning up of a natural 
n;lvigablc waterway gning from the castcm coast of Indo-China to the heart of 
soulhcm China. especially worthwhile. It is not indced tha~ great rivers ascending 
from Indo-China to Yunnan arc lacking: the Mekonp, the Irrawaddy. the 
Brahmaputra, at least by its eastern afflucnts. would bc suitable to penetmte China. 
but they are irnprxticahlc ovcr half  heir course: the Brahmaputra becausc i~ 
suddenly turns west: the Irrawaddy hccausc it is not navigable over half its course: 
the Mekong kcausc it k~vcrws  the pestilent forests of Ims .  and gcts Fillcd by 
reefs and rapids and is lost in a hcd st) cncased and so deep that we were unahlc 
any longer to follow its hanks. Conversely. the Song-coi ap~m to hc navighlc 
up to its source. 

At the beginning of last ycar, Mr. Francis Gamier drew the attention of the 
Socikte de C'kognphic dc Paris lo this imponant prospect. ' 

"11 is especially now when it is important for Francc to crcate new natural 
resources tbr herself." he said, "thal il is timely to use those which the route of the 
Song-cvi offers our export business." 

Thcw words mused strong sympathies. The cmincnt cxpltmr had drawan a map 
of the cwnlry tha~ was to be studied comprising the space dclincatod by the corn 
t i  Lhr: Brahmaputra and the Yang-tse Kiang, in ordcr to hcltcr a u r d  a grip on the 
SUIC of the question. He r m l y  pladcd thc~xusc for this complementaq exploration 
with h c  Saciety, which immediately voted a sum t i  six h o u m d  francs. to be used 
for the journey that Mr. klaporte agmxl to undcrlakc. 



'Ikc Ministcr of Public Education has. as a follow-up lo this first donation. 
opcnod a crcdil of twnty ~housand francs for the same undcrldiing and i~ has 
hccn announced tha~ the governor of Cochinchina will provide a subsidy at Ieaqt 
as hie, from thc special resources of our utjlony. 

Moreover. and this is a rare and surprising thing in 1:rmce. priviitc industy has 
chnscn lo take its first steps on this new road the commercial irnp~rlance of which 
has hcen outlined. A rncrchant. Mr. Dupuis. using the information _eiven to  him by 
Mr. F. Gamier. and which this explorcr has sincc included in the official publication 
d L ' r ~ j ~ i p ~  d 'ExpIorrrtiotr rrr Indn-C/~ine, has left Saigon with two small steam 
jolly-hats and has managcd to pEncuate into h a m  from the rnt~uih of thc Song- 
coi and to get as far as Lin-ngan, an imporlant city of Yunnan.' 

It is  his Fact of the navigability of the rivcr which Mr. h p u i s  want3 to  pro1.e 
scicmtifically. A young hydrographic enginwr of the Navy musl accompany him. 
A geologist is also par1 or the expodition. It is unncccssary to add that together 
wi~h  all thosc who arc interested in scientific progress and rhe honor of our countrv. 
wc extend the most sincere wishes for the success of these new zxplorations. 





Footnotes itre both f o m  the maguine LP Tour du Mop& and fmrn  he 1 885 Popular 
Edition of W~yuge d'Exploratinn e t ~  hdn-Chine. Some notes have been shortened 
and adaptcd for this edition. "Author's note" refers to a note originally made by 
Francis Gamier; 'Tran. note" refers to a note of thc translatclr; the othcr notes 
were made by l h n  Garnicr. the editor td the 1885 Popular Edition. 

Chapter 1 

I. See De Paris uu fiber, pp. 187. 195. 
2. This geographical indication is worth noting and could certainly be utilixcd 

later in the interesr of trade wilh IndwChina. 
3. We have already drawn attenlion to the fact that Francis Ciarnicr often spcaks 

of the river in his description of the Mckong as if he were descending its 
course, when in rcality he was ascending. It is a voluntary allusion which 
makes the task of the narrator, but pehaps not that of the d c r ,  easier. 

4. A contraction of the pali names of h k ' ~  cities, Kernurnfa and Tunkabnu~. 
(Author's nr~tc) 

5. In spi~c of these modest assessments and this voluntary tcming down, the 
importance or the get~graphical work of Francis Garnicr is great. Leaving 
aside the drawing of the map in the slrict sense, which is  eniirely his work. we 
can present his contribution to thc measuring of the routc covered for the first 
time, as follows: 
--points that werc measured up by Francis Garniec. ........................ 5,069 
+ints that were mcasured up by Commander de lag& ............. -1.1 80 
--points hat werc measured up by Mr. Dclaporte ............................... 450 
-pints that werc measured up by Mr. Jmbert ..................................... 30 

6. Seenr>ic3. 
7. This page is one of the most pcdect samplcs of the writing talcn~ or Francis 

Garnicr. We have already indicated in passing somc of these episodes. painting 
completed. in which colors and imagination cnmpete for supremacy with 
precision in words and with a rrue sensc of language. 
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Chapter 2 

1. Even Commander dc Lagrke himself protested at the short-sighted meanncss 
of hc colonial government ! 'The scntence which follows makes no hmcs about 
Francis Garnier's opinion. It is a conclusion that thc rcader ha5 long boen 
c x p t i n g  ! 

2. Colonel Yulc. a distinguished Orientalist, who= principal work concerns the 
travels of Marco Polo. rcmained in  contad with Francis Garnier by 
correspondcncc until the last days of his life. Scc: the August 1 873 issue of the 
gographic magazine, Oreun Higlnvflw. 

3. I k l ieve that I have already mentioned that h i d e s  their indigcnws name. 
place names in Indo-China have a pali namc. often brrowad fmm some city 
in India which is the origin of the religious traditions of thc region. (Author's 
note) 

3. The Laotians count by lunar months and h e y  number thc days from the new 
moon to Lhc full m o o n A i s  is what is d l d  the waxing moon--and from thc 
full mcwn to the new moon.  he period of the waning moon. (Author's notc) 

5. This war; the second timc ha t  Dr. Jouhcrt suffered from thc same diseaw. 
6. 'I'hcse notes on thc Tong King rivcr and the inft~rmation below on this 

commercial route explain why Francis Gamicr advised Mr. dc La@ again51 
leavins the Mekong valley to explorc the Se Coi. In his eyes the geozraphic 
prohlcm was solved and i ~ s  practical demonstration was ntlt important enough 
to distract the Commission from it5 official goal. 

7. Ihe same idea can also be found. cxprcssed in mow Familiar terms. in this 
paqsage taken rmm the book 1le Paris ou 7 i k t  (p. 158): ". . - 1  had rcsulved to 
makc an excursion of a few months to hc center of China and lo try to rncasurc 
up the hydrography of these Famous rapids which above Hm-kiu~u. seem to 
block steam navigation on the rivcr for a distance. I went on this trip alone, 
wi~hout an in~rprcter. without European sewank. That is certainly the best 
way to sinic.i:e oneself and to lcam the language: hcre  is no instructor like 
necessity. . . ." 

8. They were going back to thc departure point and. consequently, here they 
were certainly descending thc river rather than ascending it. 

9. See nntc 6. 
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Chapter 3 

I. Soe De Puri.~ aa Khr, note on Francis Garnier, p. XIII, in the ndc. 
2. 1 took thcw details from Bt~w,ring's work on Siarn, volume 11, page 364, filling 

them out with inhmation collcc~ed on the spot. 
3. A kind of banyan tree with longer, strongcr and darker Icavcs than those of 

Ficu.~  mligi(l~11. (Author's note) 
4. nus document was probably _given to the uxplorers by monks. 
5. A Rurrncsc city on the Irawaddy. 

Chapter 4 

1. See p. 55 or his diary in thc Pcrrli~~met~taq Papers of 1869. 
2. 1;rancis Garnier had actually taken in the 1860 campaign. A first class 

cadet on h t d  Le Duprrk. commanded by Captain Bourgeois (ttday Vice- 
Admiral and State Cr~unselor). he distinguished himself by brilliant action on 
its arrival in the China was. On the rect~mmendation of thc LP Duperr$s 
captain. h e  cadet Hias altached to the gencral staff of Vice-Admiral Charner, 
the commander-in-chief of thc squadron and soon after was pmmotcd lieutenant 
on merit. (See the psthumous book L)e Paris au 7ikt .  pp. 85- 108, for thc 
report on an cpisode in this campaign.) In January 1861, the young licutenant 
left Woosung for the gcncral staff office Saigon on the transpod ship Lt. Jura. 
He was twenty-one and for the first time was to set foot on Indo-Chinese soil 
where hc was to win fame and meet an early dmth. 

3. One might say it was a Mcrovingian story? 
4. S w  thc Official Publication, pp. 4 10,45ff. 
5. Chincsc calligraphy is indcpdent  of the sounds. See also notc 3, Chapter 5. 
6. See ahuvc and De Pari.7 au Ebd, pp. 98ff. 

Chapter 5 

1. Tujen literally means "big man" and ii is only an honorific designation always 
added to Lhc names of high oficials in China. Tu luo-ye (old grand-father) is 
thc name given to lt~wcr-ranking officials. 

7. We should not forget t ha~  this story is dated 1867 and since then. English 
guns m d  German cannon have appcarcd in China and transformed the 
weaponry of the Celestial Empire's army. 

3. To understand this paxsage properly. one must remcmkr that Chinese writing 
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is used in Annam and t h a ~  the characters which are known to the A n m i t e s  
and used by thcm. are d as easily by the Indo-Chincsc as by the Chincse 
thernsclvcs but with a different pnmunciation. In other words, the Figura~ive 
charactcrrcpresents thc same idea in Annam and China, but, it is not consbwd 
into thc same sound. Scc note 5, Chapter 4. and De Pwis uu Ehr,  pp. 381 ff. 
and I# Pays d'Aanattl pp. 142. 154. 

4. Sin= the return ofthe French expodition. Fathcr D e p d i n s  has ddermined 
the exact position of Jcrkalo. the Titxian village situalod on the left bank of 
thc Mckong river, as 19 degrecs 2 minutes and 30 seconds norhem latitude. 

5 .  See hc: trtudy entitled DP kt coloni.~[~tTj)~r de Iu lanchi~~chine (Chailmcl. 1865) 
for Fracis Ciarnicr's opinion of Ihc immorality (lithe opium ~dde. pp. 27ff. 

Chapter 6 

1. An allusion tn thc Franco-German war. 
2. Ikspite the improvements which China has made to the armament of its 

mldicn. who today possess reputing rifles and long range cannon from the 
most renowned European rnanuracturers, and despite the eITorts of thc 
instructors specially engaged by h e  Chinesc government, i ~  may be that thc 
present Chinese m y  is. in general. not much beltcr than the pangs described 
by Francis Garnicr. It is recruited fmm the pclorcst class. paid little or not at 
all, and essentially lacks the organization. strict discipline and especially thc 
m i l i w  spirit, essential to an m y .  in the m t h m  sense nf thc word. 

3. Wc will see later h a t  the assumplions of Francis Garnier were w l l  founded. 
4. The Chirlesc ounce is approximately 37 grams. 
5. 'I'hc IIet i  Kiang. the principal branch of the Tong King river! which has becn 

mentioned alrcady. 
6. Llescripfioa de LI Chine, volume I. p. 25 1. 
7. A name the Chinese give Lo Burma. 
8. Tu-jen is an honorific expression that literally means "big man" and is add& 

in China to the name of persons of an elevated rank. Tcr loo-ye. "old 
gmndfather", is h e  qualification that is givcn to the name of the lower-ranking 
officials. (Author's notc) 

9. This information was communicated to Mr. Dupuis when the Commission 
passed thn3ugl-1 Han-khu. To suppon lhis contention wc reproduce part of a 
letter written by Dr. Jaubct to Francis Gamier in January 1872, whcn h e  
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Mckong C:ornmission was considcrcd to have h l d  the trail of h i s  new 
commercial route via the Tong King river. 

Cacn. 2 January 1 872. 
My dmr Gamier, 
I do not see any inconveniencc in your addressing the Geographical 
Society on the journcy of Mr. Ilupuis. This journey is bur the result of 
thc one that wc made and it n1as ~*iude on\-y upon our itrdicutiotts- When 
we passed Han-kEvu, I ralked to Mr. Dupuis, my fcllow citixn, of thc 
possibility of an important trade in arms and other European pmducts 
with Yunnan and I indicated to him, uccmrding to your usstrr-smmt. the 
rrlute by say  l ~ f  thc Tong King river. as a shortcr and easier onc and 
moreover I put him in touch with Yang ta-jen. . . .. etc. 

Jr,ukrt 

10. 1.e.. Hanoi. 
I I. ?-he Rcd River. 
17,. See thc study "on the new uummercial mutcs with China" by Francis Garnicr 

in thc Bulldin de la .51x:iPt& dr GCogruphie of February 1 872. 
13. Tr, bcttcrrealize the valuc of these consideraiions and of their quasi-prophetic 

chwxtcr, one should ntd forget that thcy wcre written in 1868 and 187 1. 
14. It is useful to mcntiun h c e  that Francis Gamier, ohcying the pmprictics of 

rank and his respect for Mr. de Lagrke rmcc more, attributes to him alonc, all 
thc credit for the reconnaissance which he himelf  performed and for which 
thc greater part of ~ h c  honor was duc to him. Moreover. it is enough to quote 
hcrc part of the rcpont to the governor of Cochinchina by Mr. de Lagkc at his 
time to appreciate what role each onc played in such an irnprtant discovery. 

6 January 1 X68. 
A qucslion of the grcatcst importance ariscs here: wherc does the naviga- 
hilily of the Songcoi begin'! Can it scn-c as the trade link between Tong 
King and Yunnan? To resolve this question, I sent Mr. Gamier to explore 
thc river with orders to discover the truth and rejoin us in Lin-ngan, while 
~ h c  Commission went directly to Lin-ngan. Becausc rlf the ill will aT the 
population. this oficer could only dcscend a distancc of some forty milts, 
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hut the information that he nhtaincd and ~hosc that I collected myself were 
suf i c i e~ , f i~r  us. Six days to the south-south-cast of Lin-ngan there is a 
marka town called Mang Khtl from which the Songcoi i . ~  nanrigcrble u11 
the wuy to the sea. To this markd. still on the territory of Yunnan. and to a 
few others situatcd down river. on Tong King snit thcrc gather. Laotians. 
inhabitants of Kouang-si and of Yunnan, natives from the rnt>unlains and 
Chinese fmm Canton who bring European rncrchdise  there by the sea 
route. The discovery of this route will no doubt k onc of hc most useful 
results uf our journey . . . . 

De I a g e e  

We quote the text of this rcpnl from the official dispatch h u ~  whcn Francis 
Garnicr was still living we saw Ihc small register of corrcspndcncc with  he 
governor of Cwhinchina and there we fnund thc actual dran of the report. 
writtcn in Mr. de Lagrke's hand and we made a meticulous copy of this 
document. It had scvcral corrections and the writcr had a rew times changed 
his mind by crossing out and replacing unconditional alXrmation with a less 
formal statement. 

Thus. instcad of writing "the information that hc obtained and thmc that I 
collected myscl f were su j ic i~~ l i f i ) r  us". Mr. dc Lag& wrote, "were suflciei~t 

i m  w.~ol~ne the que.sticm pusd."  Well thcn, thc question was precisely to know 
whethcr  he I b t i  Kiang, or the Song-ctli. could serve as a trade link hctwccn 
Yunnan and Lhc sca. 

W c  felt that this was a diffcrcncc wonh mentioning. Mr. dc Lagkc no doubt 
feared lo be too certain, hut in ac~ual fact he be1 ievcd thc qucsdon was resolved. 

Chapter 7 

I .  About hO kilograms. 
2. Mr. de I-agGc. afkr  intending for some timc ttj rcturn via the east. took thc 

advice of FI-dnci~ Garnier and. in acctodanuc wilh the offici d instructions. 
went north. 

3. In 1871. 
4. It is the C'hammmps. The Chinese use thc f i k r  from the sheath of thc lm\.cs 

and thc hill tribes use them as ct~als to sheller themselves frrom thc rain. This 



palm trcc which is b t h  a uwful and an ornamental trcc with a pleasant 
a p p a n c c ,  has recently k n  introduced in the Soulh of France. (Author's 
nolc) 

5. Mr. Dupuis was h is  marshal's agent (Marshal Ma ti-tai) in Frdncc. During 
thc siege of Ta-Ly fou Mr. Dupuis was alrcady Ma's arms supplicr and the 
latter providod soldiers of his guard to prolmt commercial opcrdions across 
Tong King. See the very interestins and wmprehensive h k  by Mr. Hippoll* 
Gautier, 1 2 s  1;ranpi.s uu Tonkin. pp. 80. 1 M. 

6. IAcr, wc will see that Francis Gamier. heading thc Mckong Commission, 
mamgud to penetrate into Ti-Ly fou in January 1868 and that our explorers 
ran pcat dangem there. Latcr still, in 1873, when MA la-jcn laid siege to this 
city again, Francis Garnier, hack in China with the in~nt ion  of penetrating 
into lib& wanlod lo make Ta-Ly his f is t  stopover and assist thc ti-tcri for 
som time. Wce-Adrninl DuprC, thc go~~wnorof Cochinchina. was well aware 
of the prestige that such an intervention would give to French influcnuc and 
he facilities it would provide to the travcl projects of Francis Camicr. hc 
would haw to supply two gunboats thal ctluld be dismantled, and to launch 
them on I A c  Ta-Ly each having a nakay cannon, with firepower cnough lo 
roducc the capital of the ncw Muslim kingdom to ashes (Six Lhc posthumous 
book, De Paris uu lrbrt, notes nn pp. 65. 1441. 

7. 'lhc d i w ~ e c ~  wording of this pssagc clearly outlines the rolc tdand the attitude 
takcn by our missionaries and it cxplains Lhe reprisals thcy suffcrcd. See the 
cridcism and praise of Francis Gamicr in DP Paris au 7iher. 

X. !kc De Pun:%- uu Khef. pp. 26 1-65. 
9. See De Pari~ au Tibet, p. 396. 
10. Thc Muslims. as wc will sct: runher on. formed two pa~ics.  one hostile and 

the other loyal to Ihc ucnlral government. 
1 I. In 1870, at thc beginning of the siege of Paris. At this lime, Francis Ciarnier 

was attached to h c  Navy Office of Maps and Plans, where he was preparing 
the Official hhlica~ion of the Vrjyage etz 111do-Chir~e. The terrible events that 
followed a fcw wwks later made him leavc his s c k n l q  role for active service. 
He was firs1 appointed as cornmandcr of a gunboat on the Rhine, then of a 
leading launch on the Seine. Anall y, despi tc his youth and relatively low rank, 
hc h n m e  C I I  aide-decamp and srwm therear chief of staff to Rcar-Admiral 
MCquct (ttniay Vice-Admiral]. cornmindcr c ~ l  thc cighth sector of the h e a  of 
Paris (Monmuge ) under the hcaviust bombardment. 
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12. Francis Gamier, who spoke he kitchen Latin of the missionaries with a 
remarkable facility, becamc at this timc an excellenl interpreter frw the 
Commission in its relariuns with the Chinese Christians. 

13. The rrrd is worth from scvcn to eight francs in our currcncy according lo the 
cxchangc rate. 

14. See the Hulleti~r dc la SociPtP tie C;t!o.qr[~phie. Februiuy 1872, for he article 
by Iirancis Garnicr that we havc already cited. "Des nouvcllcs routes dc 
commercc avec la Chinc-". 

15. Sec Lip Piiris au Tibet, pp. 397, 799. 

Chapter 8 

1. Sec De Ptiri.s uu -fiber, pp. 22627. 
2. See 1k Prrris au Tibet, pp. 3893 1 1. We believc thal we should indicate thcsc 

two purlraits as a sample of thu writing talcnt of Francis Gamier. 
3. Scc De Prrris au fiber. pp. 23 1-32. 
4. Approximately 5.000 francs. 
5. Wk have already .said that Francis Ciarnicr, basing hirnsclr on the ofifilia1 

instructions which the Commission had received befnrc its departurn- 
instructions to thc cffect that fhcy had "to ger>gqhically dc t~mine  the cwrsc 
of the Mekong by a reconnaissance pushod as far as possible-'-kept heading 
north, and draftcd and himsclf wrote. in the Commission's register. the 
instructions dat ing to thc journey to lh-Ly which Mr. dc Lag& had asked 
him to present to him for his signature. 

6. It should k clearly undurstmd that this Idler was wri~tcn in Chincsc and not 
in Arabic as Mr. de Cam6 says in his report. The h o  p p u  did not know he 
latter language exccpl for its namc. 

7. Francis Gamier was pcrhaps the most dauntless walkcr of the Commission. 
He always went on Jin>l. compass and watch in hand. to measurc thc stretches 
cove& more accurately. 

8. Hcrc again is an episode that is  characteristic and which proves that in China, 
more so than anyherc  else, the word or Danton is always true. 

9. Tong-lchouen is in cffect quite closc to the Yang-lse Kiang bul a part of thc 
course of this rivcr is not navigahlc for large hargcs. We will sec below that 
cc~nlinuous navigation is no longcr possible from Siu-rcheou fou. This is wh~rt: 
thc Commission went by river aftcr [heir return from Ta-1,y, hut first they had 
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to traverw a rough and mounlainous region and makc a new journey on foot 
lasting ovcr a mr~nth. Ihc exact spot wherc Tong-tchouen is located on the 
Blue River has given rise to confusion. It has been said that afier the 
commander's death, ail that Fr~nc i s  Garnier had to do was to takc the rivcr 
route which would bring him to Elan-kku without any e f f d  or dificulty. 
This ignores thc difficult journcy from Tong-tchoucn to Siu-rcheou Tou that 
he xcomplished, bearing Mr. dc Lagrtk's coffin, and the navigation problems 
Ihat occur betwmn Siu-tcheou and Han-kum. 

10. An allusion lo the sicgc of Paris in 1 870. 

Chapter 9 

1. Chincse provinces arc subdividd into sub-provinws, called ruu, the governors 
of which haw severalfi~u or dtpartmcnts under them. Yunnan is subdivided 
into three fan.- Nan-tao. or thetdu of the south with Yunnan as rhe capital: Si- 
tan. or the tan of the wcst, with Ta-Ly as h e  capital and'lijng-tao, or the lam of 
thc cast with Tchao-tong as capi~al. ( Author's now) 

2. !kc note 5, Chapter X. We should not crilicize thc propriety or mocksty of this 
passage. Thc journey toTa-l,y, undettakcn with a vicw to finding thc Mekong 
again and following iLs course through, into Xkt, amounts to the unrelenting 
qucst of lirancis Gamier. Thus it was normal for Mr. de La&e to ask him to 
inwri it in Ihe official instructions. This fact seems to hhavc been ignored and 
it does not figure in some repons of this interesting episdc. We have seen thc 

register of thc Commission with our own eyes and wc confirm h a t  hcse 
instructions were written in thc handwriting of Francis Garnier himself and 
only signad by the chief of thc mission. 

3. This is  ihe Blue Kiver which lower dnwn takcs the name of Yang-lse Kiang. 
4. C)ne more characterisiic passage which demonslrates thc perseverance and 

care which Francis Gamier brought lo his work. See & Paris au Kbet, p. 
171. 

5 .  Does this question not clearly indicak the part that Francis Ciarnier playd in 
thc joumcy to Ta-Ly? 

A. This paragraph reveals the secret desire hcld by Francis Gamier and also 
explains the second attempt he ma& in 1873 which he hoped to renew  he 
next year before events in Tong Kin3 called him back lo Saigon. 

7. Messrs. Francis Gamier. klaporte,  Thorel and de Came. 
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8. This pride in achievement is understandable and it is still astonishing h i 1  this 
feat of exploration. seminal for science. and glorious for the country. has been 
barely known or appreciated in France till now. whereas they usually glorify 
so eagerly the works and success of foreign travelem, whether scientists or 
geographers. 

9. ?he Blue River, pp. 554 and 557. 
10. Kia mcans racc or family in Chincsc: I means barbarian or forcigncr. Lolo is 

a general name u s d  withr,ut distinction for almost all h e  non-Chinew 
populations. (Aulhvr's note j 

I I .  A manslation or the word "tujen" which in China rollows Lhc namc of all 
high-ranking persons. 

12. Scc De Puri.5- uri Ebet. pp. 261 -62. 
13. The spacific excursions of Francis Garnier, especially the one from Oubon to 

Pnom Penh and back to Houten, have shown what an untiring walker he was. 
Here. his ardor d his c x c m p l q  hchavir,r had onw morc cncouragad his 
companions. 

Chapter 10 

I . Mr. Delaportc. 
2. Mr. dc Carnk. 
3. Thc Carnhdia rivcr or Mekong. 
4. Scc Major Sladen's Report in the Purlui~rwntuy Pujwrs of 187 1, p. 96. 

IAulhor's note) 
5. One can see that rhe honor of having preceded England in  a gengraphic 

exploration in which this nation had surely a more immediate interest than 
Frmce, was of especially significance to the narrator. 

6. We noted earlier that Mr. Iklaporte was not only an untiring artist but also 
the adjutant of thc C:ornmission. Hc wa5 also c h q d  with replacing Iir;mcis 
Ciarnier in his geographic work, and wc arc cspia l ly  indcbtcd to him for thc 
mcasurcmcnt of ~ h c  Mckong txlwccn Pak Moun and Kbmarat. Sce P ~ I  I of 
the Mekong k:xploration Commission Rcport. i'ra wk it1 Cumhldio ard Lan.~. 

7. A lranslation of tujen. 
8. It is this daring rrx-onrlaissance of a rcgion which no othcr European had so 

rar penetrated. and to which no traveler has come since the visit of the French 
Commission,  ha^ camcd Fran~-is Garnicr the medal of Quccn Vicloria (Patron's 
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rncdal). awardd by the Royal Geographical S t ~ i d y  of London in 1 870. 
9. Which is hcrc called the L a n - t s q  Kiang. 
10. The Cambodia rivcr or Mekong. 
I I .  It was to retrace h is  route lhat Major Sladen had aimed for, this wxs the 

object uf the ahrtcd attempt rcfcrred to in note 4 ahow. 

chapter I1 

1. Thc Blue River. 
2. S w  note 9, Chapter 8, on the pmhlcms of navigation on the Yanglse Kiang 

hclwwn Tong-tchouen and Siu-tchocju fou. 
3. This pagda belongs lo the mincrs' guild. Its Chinest: name is Kong otian 

miuo. (Author's note) 
4. See notc 7, Chapter I.  One gath~xs from thc emotion ~rlntained in this passage 

whal resptful  affection Francis Gamier hcld for Commander dc Lag&. 
5. This arduous joumcy across the mountains lasted rmc month. with dificullies 

of all kinds. We reitcrate this point becausc, as we have already said. it has 
been pasenred as if Tong-tchouen lay heside a navigable rivcr and that after 
the dcath of Mr. dc Lag&. thc journey no longer presented any difficulties. 
See also rhe preucding p a p  ror Francis Gamier's words on this. 

6. Aftcr Mi. de h g r k ' s  death, Francis Gamier kcame the ch id  of the mission 
in accordance with the inslructions and also k a u s e  of his rank. 

7. My Chinesc name. (Author's note) 11 is not thc cxact translation of thc name 
Gamier ('iVgun r~ie-' means ''peacchl heritage"'-see lle Puns au Eb~r. p. 
259)- but is the transformation into Chinese style, which consist3 of joining 
thc obligatory epithet. lhc meaning of which we have already indicated in 

note 8, Chapter 6, to the first syllable of the name modified according to the 
local pronunciation. 

8. It is known that on the occasion of the docease of their relatives Chincsc 
omcials stop functioning for a ccrtain time. For a fathcr m a   moth^^. mourning 
lasts thrm years. during which lime they rclurn to ppriale life. (Author's nolc) 

9. This is thc Chinese transliteratitln of the firs1 syllables or my namc, the namcs 
of Dt. Joubert and Father Lcguilcher. 

10. The m c  of the prefect and the deputy-prefect of Tong-tchoucn. (Author's 
nrdc) 

11. Mr.deLag&. 
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12. This is thc name they give, in the interior of China, to the rekllions known by 
Europeans as Lhe Tdiping. 

1 3. Gangs of aimless plunderers comprising all the wretched and s ~ c l c s s  poopkc 
that arc the result of the civil wars. (Author's note) 

14. Wc havc already mentioned that Francis Garnicr had visilud thc Pacific and 
thc South Smq at the beginning of his career. 

15. The excellent observations made by Father h ~ g d i n s .  an qmstolic missionary 
in Tihct. who had received observation equipment and htnjks fn~m his Emily. 
pmvc he great advantage one could obtain from ~ h c  leisure-timc activities of 
~hcsc  hardly pioneers of civili~ation. I t  gives rnc , w t  satisFaction to note that 
thc Stxi616 de -gaphie de Paris has sent I:athcr Dcgodins. at my request. 
a mwquring device as a reward for his work as a gcogrdphcr. (Author's note 
See De Prrris cru l i k t ,  p. 398. 

1 A. Today a correspondent of the Institute. See I>e Pari.~ nu Iihet, pp. 67. 398. 
17. The name of the wcstcrn parl of h c  province o r  Yunnan. 
18. Situated on the borders of the Ngicou-nan-Ki-. hlwoen  Tong-tchouen and 

Tchao-tong . 
19. A lower rank of the Chinese military hicraruhy. (Aulhor's note) 
20. Indeed, Mr. Ilupuis st& his commercial relations with Ma ta-jen at this 

time and he brought him arms, which the lattcr nccdcd ucry much. We refer 
the reader to note 9. Chaptcr 6. whcrc we reproduced the text of a letter 
addressed by [Dr. Jouhert to Francis Camicr when the latter was preparing to 
recommend the ulork of Mr. Dupuis lo he Sociktc de W o p p h i e  de I'aris. 

2 1. We recall no doubt that the Rcds arc  he Imperial trmps and the Whites the 

Mahornmedans. (Author's note) 
23. Since then. the capturc of Ta-Ly fou (May 1873) has been announced. 
23. Part of this itincraq- (from Tchong-kin fou to Han-keou) has been uarcfully 

studied, from thc point of view of hydrography and comrncrcc, by officers of 
the British h'avy and rcprcscn~alivcs from the Chamber of Commcrcc of 
Shanghai. aftur h c  passage of the French Commission. (Author's note) 
1 a e r  (May-Aupst 1 873). Francis Gamier made a hydrographic study of thc 
river. fmrn Tchong-kin fuu to I-tchang fou. See De Puri.~ uu Tibet. p. 343. 

24. One understands that this is still the Yang-tse Kiang. 
25. Thcsc considerations give a special significance to Ihc p r w n l  war ( I  884) 

which started with thu ncw occupation of Tong King by French Irtnjps. 
26. Scl: UP I'c~ris uu 7ibe1. p. 267. 
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27. See De Pur i~  au Tiber, pp. 1 82-85. 
28. This translator lranslatcd into kitchen Laiin thc manual on metallurgy which 

figurcs in thc second volumc or the Oficial Publication. the Frcnch translation 
of which was done by Francis Garnicr. 

29. Sec lk Park uu met, pp. 365436, and especially the note on p. 381. This 
passage is onc that we gladly recommend to politicians and cconornists. Thc 
war which k g a n  in 1884 gives it, moreover. a very special significance. 

30. This is still thc Blue River. 
31. A lake explored by Francis Garnicr in 1873. See Ile Pitri.~ an Ebet, p. 172. 

Conclusion 

1. At the suggestion of the H a d  of thc Mission. a decrce of thc same day also 
awarded this high distinclion to Mr. Delapom. This young explorer was 
norninatul knight on 10 August 1 868. on the return or lhe exprsdition to Francc. 
as well as Mr. Thore1 and Mr. de- Carnk. The latter traveler died sorm after rhe 
cvents of 187G7 1. horn an illness that thc hardships of thc joumcy and thc 
privations of thc siege [of Paris by the Germans1 have- combincd to make 
fatal. Dr. loubert, who took care of Mr. dc Car& un~il his l i t  morncnt, also 
distinguished hirnsclf during the war, in thc provincial ambulance scvice. C)n 

this occasion hc was nominated officer of the Ixgion of Honor. 
2. Mr. Francis Ciarnicr was chief of staKto thc admiralxommander of the eighth 

sector (Montro~uge), thc most heavily bombarded area [of Paris by  he 
Germans]. Mr. Delapork was also attached to a sector during the siegc of 
Paris. 

3. See h e  J o n m I  o#Tciel of 20 March 1873. 
4. Bulletin de la Suciiti de G k q r u p h i ~  (February 1872). 
5 .  Revue poliriqrde er l i t t h i r e  of 25 March 1873. 
6. Jo~trnul nflriel of 10 May 1 873. 
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peditions scnt to the IndoChina region to explore trade nmtes. The French 
expedi~ion compiled a wealth of new information. drew up maps. and p n ~  
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local p p l e .  This second volume contains the report of the Commission's 
travels in Upper 130s and in Yunnan. It ends with the return of the Uommis- 
sion via China and reporis on the dramatic Muslim uprising in Southern Chi- 
na. Several aaltempts tn idcn~ify I& mutes on hc Mekong nf thc Commission's 
most famous member, Francis Granier. arc also included in the report. 
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Thc first and third pans of the Commission's Keport. Tmvels in CadMia 
and Part of l a o s  and A Pictorial Journey on the Odd l N ~ b n g :  Cambodirr, 
1-K and Yunnan aru wprtrarely available from White h t u s  Press. I 



Furrhet TmveL~ in Lnos a d  in Yunnan is the w o o d  part of t k  

Exploration Commission Repo~t ( 1866- 1868). one of the most imponah\ t-A- 

peditions sent to the Indo-China region to explore trade mutes. The French 
expedition compiled a wealth of new information. drew up m;tps, and pro- 
duced a substantial number of engrhvings of pjctureque views and of colorful 
Iwnl people. This second volume contains the repon of the Commission's 
travels in Upper Laos and in Yunnan. I t  ends with thc return of the Cornmis- 
sion via China and reports on the dramatic Muslim uprising in Southern Chi- 
na. Several attempts to identify trrtde routes on the Mekong of the Commission's 
most famous rnernkr. Francis Granier. are also included in the repon. 

The first and third pans of the Commission's Repon. Travels in Cambalk 
and Parl of laos and A f i tork t  Journey on the Old Mekong: Cambodia, 
b s  and Y u n m  are separately available from White Lotus Press. 
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