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Scattcrcd through thc highlands of thc So- 
cialist Itcpublic of Victnam arc divcrslic cth- 
nic p p u p  that numbcr khvttq~ 3 W ) . f M M )  
and onr: nlilliw~ pcoplc. T ~ L - c  highlandcrs 
and thcir ant-mtors urhv scttl~rl this crucial 
arL2 arc thc subjects uf Gcrald Hickey's 
conlpnh~msivc and faxirlating rn~dl?. I lickcy 
trams thc cthnohistory of thr. ccrltral high- 
hnds, wing svurccs that cncompass archc- 
ological data. Khtllrr and Virt~~tn;lmcsc an- 
nals, French administracivc a n d  ~nilitary 
reports. and his own personal obscrvatio~i.i- 
klc. dismvcrs that. dcspltc tlicir vari~ul cul- 
tural backgrounds. thc highla~ldcrs sharc 
many cotnnlon traditions and value; they 
arc villagc- and familydric~~tcd pwpk who 
earn thrir livelihood, practicc thcir ntu:~l bc- 
lids. and form thcir political sys tc l~~s  in a 
similar rna1lnc.r. 

Frcr thr h~rej t ,  thc sr-c-vnd vt>lumc of this 
twwvvlumc study. traccu; thc history of 
thcsc plwplc fmnl 19-54 to 1976. Hickcy rr.- 
latcs that with thc C ~ n c v a  Ag~c't'nic-nts oi- 
1954 the highlandcrs toutid thcillsclvcs ~ I I -  

dcr Vi~-tnamcsc rule, classifi~d as one of sc\?- 
craI "L-thnic mitioritics" \-ho would h a w  tu 
bc rc~roupcd and rcslztlcd in orclcr to bc- 
comc assimihttd. Enragcd l~ighla~ld Itadcrr;. 
in n-taliation, fvr~llcd a political nlovcnlcnt 
- thc first timc that their r-thno~~atiorlal~sm 
had takcn this fonn. 

By thc early 1CMA)r; r n l c ~ v ~ r l  Cotll~r~unist  in- 
surgcnq- had ushcrcd in a pcriod ofhighlalid 
militancy against rhc. Communist ruhcls. 
Sooil a h ,  thc Vicrtiat~l War s\v~-pt through 
thc mountain country. bringing devastation 
in its wdkc. Highland Icadcrs rallicd to 
b l s tc r  thrir thrcatcncd social and cuu~~oriiic 
programs and to dcvisc rclidctTvrts frjr thc 
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PREFACE 

Early it1 1963 I was approached by the RANI3 Curporatiorl about return- 
ing to Vict~lam with the pr,ssibility of cc~ntitluing rcsrarch on thc pt-oplc of 
thc ccntral highlands. I was at the timc. near thc cnd of my temporary 
appointmc~it in thr. Southeast Asia Studies Program at Yalc Univcrsity, 
atid therc wcrc othvr academic pr,ssibilities. I had crlmplctcd my portioti of 
thc book Eth~lic Crotrps of iWainlattd So*ikel~st Asin (thr coauthors were 
Fmtlk Lc Bar andjclhn Musgravc.), and Yalc Univcrsity 1'rr.s~ had acccptt*d 
thc manuscript of Fillqe in ViPtnaln fix publication. Most of my cc~llcaguc-s 
adviwd mc to rcmain at a university and pursuc an acadcnlic carryr. An 
exception w a s  Paul Mus, thc noted savant of Far Eastern civilizatio~> who 
had bccn born in Victnam and who had taken an active political role in 
trying to end the Indochina war  through p-aucf'ul negotiations. H c  
thought such a decision should tx. bascd on whcthcr or  rlot one chose to 
participate in tllc cvt-nts c ~ f  history, and he dr.scritxul to mr- somr of thc 
cvclits arising out nf his own i ~ ~ v d v c m r n t .  Thc intctlt. I think, was to 

illustrate thc clcmcnh ufdrama, frustration, and pcril that such a rolc might 
hold. I shall ever grateful for his wisc words. 

My  intcrc3t in the people of the ccntral llighla~lds was first stimulated in 
1953 whcn I was in I'aris on a fellowship to rcscarch thc vthrlcllogy of 
h~dochlna. 'Inhis intcrcst was hrighta~cd in 1956 whcn, as a mcmkr of thc 
Michigan Statc University Victnam Advisory Group, I had the occasiorl to 

visit thc highlatlds and hrg-in actual ficld rcscarch- I also bccamc acquainted 
u=ith some of the youngcr highland lcadcrs and thcir rising spirit of 
cthoonatio~lalism, a rc-ponsr to Saigon's attempts to integrate them into 
the Victnamcw cultural sphcrc.. I sailed frum Saigotl in IJcccmbur 1959 
with a strong desire to karn morc about the central highlands, its pcc~plr, 
and its problcms. 



By 1963, with insurgency sweeping thc. Victnamcse countryside. thcrc 
was cnnsidcrable concern in Washington over thc diuffcction of thc 
mountain people (who occupicd what was cr>nsidrrcd a "strategic region") 
from thc Saigon govcrnmcnt. It was this situation that prompttd the offcr 
from RANI3 to return to Virttlam and conduct rcscarch among the 

highland pcoplc. Under an arrangcmcnt with RANI-) 3t1d the Advancrd 
Research Yrtjrcts Agency (ARPA), which was financing wjmc RAND 
projccts in Vietnam, I continucd rcscarch in the highlands from February 
1964 until March 1973. 

Ilcspitc thr violencc uf the Victtlarn war during that period. I was able to 
gathcr ethnographic data with a focus on the historical cmcrgcnce of an 
interrthnic grnup leadership (part of which is rcprwntt-d in thc kinship 
charts in h s  vdurnc). I also functioned as an unc~ficial intermdiary 
bctuyccn the highland Iradcm and Saigon (particularly thc Amcricm mis- 
sion). Some time was devoted to historical rcrscarch at  the National 
Muscum and the Institutc of Historical Kesc-arch. Scvcral visits to Yhnom 
I'cnh enabled valuable contacts with Khmer oficials and dissident highland 
leaders. In 1972 1 became a member of thc National Academy of Scicncc's 
Committee for the Study of the Effects of Hcrbicidcs in Vit-tnam and 
conducted rrwarch on thc use of thcuc- chemicals in the highlands (thc 
rcsults arr summarizrd in this volume). 

Aftcr leaving Victnam I wcnt to Corndl Univcnity as Visiting 
Associate Profaor  of Indochinrsc Studdics in the Southeast Asia Program 
and thc 1)cpartment of Anthropology. Between 1975 and 1977, a fello\v- 
ship from the Woodrtnv Wilson Itltcrnational Center fix Scholars located 
at thc Smithwnian Institutio~~. Washington, D.C., allowcd mu to continut- 
research at thc Library of Congress. thc State Llepartmrnt, thc I3ufcnst. 
DL-partmcrlt, and thc U.S. Army Ccrltcr of Military History. Much of the 
manuscript was cornpletcd at the Wilson Ccntcr. 

In gathering data on thc. rthnohistory r~fthc central highlands frt~m 1954 
I was assistcd by highland people too numcrous to mcntion. but I would 
like to estmd particular thanks to Y Thih Ehatl, Tounch Hail Tho, Nay 
Luett, and Y Char Hdok. Others who hclpcd wcrc Michael Brngc, 1)r. I'at 
Smith, rcscarchcrs ofthe Summer Institute of Linguistia. ehr prir-sts of thc 
Missicms Etrangks dc. Pans, and rnrrnhcrs of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance. Lrlgistical support was grnerously providcd hy the US. Agency 
for International Ilc;.t.lopmcnt: the U.S. Spccial Forcr-s; thc U.S. Military 
Assisc~nc-c. Command, Vietnam; and thc ARl'A I<r-scarch and Develop- 



ment Field Unit. In Saig~m, my cEorts to rrpresunt thc views of highland 
Icadcrs were aidcd by Ton 'I'hat Ticn, Tran Nhu Trang, Janice Hoppcr, 
Virginia Callahan, Ambassador Ellsworth Bunkcr. Eva Kim, William 
Colby, Nicholas Thornr, Philip Habib, John Kirk, and Thomas Burkc. I 
would like to cxprcss my gratitude to Joan Allen, Guido (Yogi) Ianiero. 
C;cu,rgr Tanham, and Rita McDcrmott of thc. RANI1 Corporation for 
their support during thc war years in Victnam. I also would like to thank 
Arthur T. Hadlcy- fix financial assistance during thc final phase ofmy work 
in Vietnam. 

' 1 % ~  Earhart Foundation of An11 Arbor, Michigan, gcncrt,usly providcd 
valuable support in finding a fcllllnwshp for Tounch Hall 'I'ho to spend a 

pried as my rcscarch assistant in Washington and in granting a subvention 
for thc final preparation of this book and thc companion work. Mary 
Connor assistcd with the preparation of the manuscript, which was typcd 
by Joan Allcn, Tazu Wamcr, Rosalie Fonoroff, and Dorothy Hagc-r. 'She 
maps wcrc drafkd by Christopher Muellcr-Wille, Dan Grccnway, and 
William Hczlrp. Nguycn Val1 Tam did thc kinship charts. Michael 
DcMctrc assistcd with the photographs. At Yalr University Press, the 
professional guidance of Adrienne Suddard and Edward Tripp has becn 
invaluable in transforming thc manuscript into the book. 

I would like to thank my family, particularly my mother and my sisters. 
Cathcrinc. and Carolc, for thcir support during the long pcriod of research 
and writing. 

Finally, I would like to cxprr-ss my most hcartfrlt gratitude to the peoplc 
of the central highlands for thrir unfailing kindnr-, their courage, and for 
everything I learned from them. 



t>n 21 July 19.i4. thr finill scssion of thc C;crlcva Confercncc witnessed thc 
signing of a cc-AW-6rc that brought to an cnd rhc f ight i~~g that had raged in 
Indochina si~lcc 1943. For all their historical siilgr~ifica~~cc, thC agrrcmcnts 
will bc rc.mcmhrrcd as very curious. -To hgi~l with. the first part of thc 
dtlcurncnt, the "Agrcemcnt 011 thc. Ccssatiot~ c l f  Hustilitics in Victnam," 
which prclvidcd filr thc craw.-fin- (with a dcrnarcnriot~ linr a t  thr 17th 
parallel dividi~~g Vicrnarn into two "temporary rcgronpnmlt arcas") was 

signed by cmly military, #tot dipbrrlntk, rcprt.scntativcs of the French and thc 
Vict Minh. -1hc "Final I)cclaratit,n," which fiformcd thc sccond part of the 
agrtremcnts, concrrncd political arr;lngcmcnts, and in a vaguely wordcd 
passagr. callcd for gcncral clcctio~~s to be hcld on 2 1 July 1956. Howcvtr, 
dc.spitc the fact that thcrc werc at thc crfonfetinct' delegations from France, 
Britain, thc Unitcd Scat-, thc Sr~vict Union, thc l'r~~plc's Republic of 
China, Camb~dia. Laos, the State of Vietnam (whosr hhcad was thc former 
emperor, Bao Dai), and thc I)c.mocratic Rrpublic of Victnam (whosc head 
was Viet Minh lcadcr Ho Chi Minh), t to  onrs<qntd the Final I'lcclaration. I t  
was in rffi-ct an urlsigned treaty.' 

Furthermore, l=irtt~onl, thc political and territorial cntity that was thc 
sbbjcct of the agrccrnrnts. had tlc.rTcr existed as such prior to 2 1 July 1954. 
Thc bordcrs had bcrn c.stahlishcd by thc French and thrre were large arcas 
within thcm that historically had nrver known Victnamcx- rule. Thts was 
true of much of thc ccntral highlands, thc. southcm portion of thc moun- 
tain rangc rvc- knc~w in  English as the An~lam Cordillera or Annarnitc- 
Chain. (Thr French call it the Chaine Annamitique, while thc Victnam~se 
know it as thc Truwrlg S m ,  "Long Mountaiils".) Although this n-gion 

I .  ]t~wpl~ t l u m n ~ t ~ .  -1 L>r.z,p~r~ Eft~b.1111td. 2 x-01s. ( K n v  Ymk: Fnxi~.rick 4. Pracgt~. l!Niij, 
2: It24 -39; hmard  hll.  VVFN.II#I t t ' inwss  JIt.i3-6$~(Nt'u= York. Lundun. ~ t l d  Washi~ytun: Fm&r~cl; 
A. Pmgcr. 1%6), pp. 69-Tt;. 



XIV Itrrrodrrrri~~n 

geographically has comr to be known as the "Vietnamtw central high- 
lands," in thc past thc Victnamcsc contrt~lled only thc rastrrn fringe. (This 
is discuswd in the companion vt~lumc., Sons ofthe itf~~rt~tt~ita: Etk~o/ririrtory of 
tire Vietnnnlew Centrnl HiqI~lflndr to 19-54.) At the time of thr Geneva 
Agrt-rmc-nts the central highlands were, as a rcsult of a 1950 French decree, 
dassifit-d as a Crown Ijomain directly undrr Bat) Dai but not part of the 
State of Vietnam. For the people of that mou~ltain region, the dccision at  
rxneva to includr their homcland as part ofan ill-defined Vietnamese zone 
south of the 17th parallel would p row momentous in thc years to comc. 

The highlandcrs arc radically different from the lowland Victnamcsc 
in that they speak languages of thc Mon Khmcr and Austronesian 
(Malayopolyncsian) linguistic stocks and physically rcscrnblc othcr 
Southeast Asians of similar linguistic affiliation, such as thc Cambodians, 
Malays, and Indonesians. Although divided into many cthnic groups (scc 
appendix A fix population figurc-s), the highlanders &arc many stxiocuF 
rural characteristics that historically havc sct thcm apart from thc more 
advanced Cham, Khmer, and Victnamcse. This book traces the cthnw 
history of the central highlands and its pmple from 1954 (following thc 
Geneva Agrmcnts )  to 1976 (the formati011 of the Socialist Rcpublic of 

Vietnam). A major thesis here, as in the first book, is that for a long pcriod 
of time the mountain peoplc have bccn dcx~cloping a common cthnic 
identity. It has been a process of socioculturaI change attributable to a 
numbcr of  intcrrclatcd ccnnomic, political, rdigious, and grt~graphic fac- 
ton, all of which arc- rrflcctrd in the events of history. An examination of 
the events prior to I954 reveals that co~ l taa  among thc highlandcrs 
thcmsclvr-s and with the outside world was a major catalyst in sustainit~g 
the process of ethnicit).. It calls to mind a similar phcnomcno~~ that 
occurred among some indigenous groups in the Americas who wrrc. 
identifwd by Europans with whom they camc into contact as "Indians" 
and who in timc camc to idtntify thcmsr.lvcs collccti~~cly as such. 
However, in the caw of the highlanders no  comparahlc trrm has bc.m 
adoptcd. Outsiders with whom thcy haw had contact invariably had 
gtnrric designations (sometimes pejorative) for thcm.' Since thc carly 

2. Thc V i c t n a m ~ ~  alW+s urcd thc Imalnc. ("~arag~.'), until r~ucnt tinmcs ahcn  pulitiml 
r spdirnq= rcplacrd it with EXhq B k  7 b 1 y t : q  (.'highIaTtd cumpatntla") and T& 711h SG 
("ethnic minowitin'+). h*mm-in!: inam thr Virtrizmru. t h  Fwnh ti,r A I[*IIR tirrlr rvirrrcd t o  thr 
highlandem a5 " I t s  .Moir." finally changing rn rhcir own :\ftw~r<pard! ("highlandcm" or "muuw 
taimrs"). Tln- Camhrlians ra1lt-d all upland pcvplc phtzorr,~ r u r = a ~ : ~ ~ ' l -  Thr ttighlarid<r?i havr. wmr. 
conirnon ~ C S ~ ~ I ~ L I O I I T  filr crrraill lnw13nd pmp1~.  .lhc Vietnam- art known ar k-tw~r. a ~ l d  rhc Lao as 



19SOs, for example, the French tcrm :i4ottta~tzt1rds ("mr~untainccrs" or 
"highlandcn") has gained wide acceptance in the Wet-particularly 
among journalists-but not among thc highlanders thcrnsclvcs. Many 
upland groups have in thcir languages grnrric cxprcxsions h r  all of thr 
upland pcoplc, and in rcccnt years the Jarai term r3tra Chrr meaning "Suns 
of the Mountains" has gaincd favor among highland Icadcrs (scc bclovr.). 

Yre-I 954 ethnohistory also rrveals thc. importance of Icadcrship, spccifi- 
cally thc emergence of an intergroup dite, to thc. process of t-thnicity. It is 
the Icadcrs who are recorded in histories; it is the leaders with whom thr 
outsidcrs must deal in ConCacT situations; and it is the leaders whr~ dc-fintr 
such contact for thrir own people. Ultimately it is they who arc. the primr 
moxycrs in cthnonationalism. 

Thr archmlogical record and historical lrxicostatistics contain rvidcnce 
of primordial tics the highlanders had with the Cham, Khmer, and 
Victnamc-sc, whrx socictics wcrc transforrncd by thc Indian and Chinese 
great traditions. Thc first glints of cvidcnce of contact arc found in Cham 
historical accounh from as carly as the fifth century concerning tribute paid 
by thcir rulers to the Colin of Peking. Thew accounts describe highland 
prtducts such as prccious woods, elephant tusks, and rhnoceros horns, 
thereby suggesting somc Cham-highlander trade. The first explicit men- 
tion ofhighlanders in any historical rccords is found in Cham epigraphs of 
the mid-twelfth m t u r y  which relate how their armic3 pcnctratcd the 
highlands. Oral lcgends preserved by somc of the uplatld groups that had 
submitted to Cham domination describe changes in their lcadcrship and 
thc tributary relations heir chcfi had with thc Cham kings. Historical 
accounts of thr Khmcr and Vietnamese focus on thr tributary rclations 
their rulers had with two powerfill jarai shamans--the King of Firc and 
the King of Wat~r. T h m  rclations cndcd in the mid-nineteenth century 
when Norodom asccndcd thc throne of Cambodia in 1859 and when the 
Frcnch conquered Victnam during thc rcign of Tu Duc (1 8M - 1883). 

The arrival of the first Frcnch missionaries at Kontum in thc. middlc of 
the nineteenth century ushcrcd in an era of ever-increasing contact among 

h. T h r w  h1~11larul plrlplr w-hri h s w  had crmracr w=ith rhr Khmcr call t h c n ~  Klrr. For tlw- Cham, 
hwcirr. thew arc scvcral d c s ~ ~ l t a r i o l ~ r .  The- Kula+sp-akin~ hwups as well ar rhc !Llnong. Uahr~ar. 
jarai (w-r o i C h C o  Rw). and RhadC (wt5t of .Milrak:) <-all thrm h i r ~ ~ .  w-hilc thc cartcrn Jmai slid 
Rhadi-. t h  Chru. and Koglai  micr t r l  tllcnl xr Cl~wr. O n  th< wrstcr~~ sidc ofthe ~nuur~tx ir~r .  thc h n c h  
are known x I'rar!q. a d  cm thc rastrrn ri&. they arc c a l l ~ d  (.I V i c t ~ r n < ~  tcrm). T h c  (3hi1wre are 
knuwn as Khkh on  thc w-rern sick- and Lm un t h  castcrn side of the n~ountnirls. Indians (usuaIly 
rncrchntr in mans) arc callcd l'dw~. 



thc highlandcrs thcmscl~~cs arid bctwc.r.11 thcm and 111c ol~tsidc world. 
-Toward the C I I ~  of thc crtitury whc-11 the Frc~ich adrninistratior~ ;~ssumcd 
cu~ltrt,l ovcr thr. wntral highlands (invoking thc tributary rclatiu~~s bc- 
twwn thr Court of t4ue and the Kings of Fire slid Water as a ratirlliale ior 
tllcm to act as protrutors of Aniiam to justify this rno\..r) highlatid kradcr- 
ship began to undrrgo vast changes. Initially thu Frrnch sl.tt1r.d oti a 

strategy ofusitig thc local chicfi (some of rvhom had bc-elr idctitificd in the 
accounts of Frrnc-h cxplor;ltio~is) as ii~tcrmcdiari~s hetwrr-n the ccllotlial 
administration and thc i~idigenuus popul~tion. 111 additir~t~ to their tradi- 
tional raponsibilitics thr. crhicfs were l~tlw burdcticd with such thitigs as 

collcctic~~i of taxcs and or~allizing w r v k  labor LIT Fretlch prujects- 
nt~tably thc construction of "p~ictratic>n routes" ainlrd at opctling thc 
region for cconornic csploitatitm. l'llc Frmch prcsc~lcr. also mca~it thc first 
towns 3t 13211 M c  J'hunt, Kontum. and I)alat, and a few primary schools. 
Thc c-hildrcu of thc cliicfs wcrc predominant anlolls the students, and by 
thc 1920s thcy kcamc thc first highland teachers, civil sr-rvants, and 
technicians. -1'hcy rc-prcxrltc-d a IICW typc of  1r.adr.r-unr. who had fa- 
mi1iarizr.d hirnsclf with thc latlgnagc. and ways of thc cobt~ial admini% 
tration whilc retaining his tit3 and identity with the villagc u)cir.ty h ~ m  
which he catnc. But thc intnlsion of thc French. their land-grabbing, 
con;.i.~-s, arid taxes, stirrrd an undrrcurrcnt of rcxntment and with it. the 
first rcal manifestation of highland ethno~iatior~alisrn in thc h r m  of thr. 
bizarre I'ython Grd movcmr~rt that swept largc. parts of thc mountain 
country 111 the latc 1'330s. 

World War 11 brought a rr.lativcly quiescent pcriod to the I I I O U ~ ~ ~ ~ I I S .  

O n  !) March ]!#=I.?, howcx~r,  the Japaiiesc took over thc. administration c~f 
Indochina, plunging thc highlalldcrs into a long night of intrmatiunal 
conflict. The world that had cxistcd prior to that date va11ishr.d forcvcr. 
With thc rnsuir~g Indochirla war thr highlandcrs bccamr. "a prwplc in 
between," as somc joined the Frc-r~ch and some thu Vist Minh, but most 
f o l ~ t ~ d  themselves unwittitlg victims of thc struggle. Noncthc.lr.ss, during 
thc war, highland lcadcrhip undc-rwc~~t significant changes for two rea- 
sons: thc Frcnch dccicidcd to improvc secondary-lcvd education and there 
was an irlcrcaw in marriages among ditr. familicx both withi11 and among 
ethnic groups. 

111 an attcmpt to win grcatcr support among the highlandcrs, thr French 
dr-cidcd ttr) improvc secondary schools by ~rstahlishing the CoIl&c Sabaticr 
in Ban Mr  -1'hurlt and providing scholarships to thc prrstigious Lyck 



Ycrsin in 1)alat. Most of thow whrl bc~iefitrd werc. of tllr elite E~milics. At 
thc CollL-gc Sabatirr thc Rhade studctlts inclu~dcd Y Thih Eban (scu. chart 
5.2) and Y Ju Eban, two fi~undcrs of the Bajamka Movemr~it (discuswd in 
chapter 2); Y C h o ~ i  Mlo I h o n  I)u, latc-r a controversial lradr-r; and the 
flamboyant militant, Y Kdruin Mlo c2.24)-), who prtrfrrrrd c-ailing lnmself 
Philippc Ilrot~in.  Other Rliadi. rtudcrlts wcrc Y Mo €ball (5.7), Y Klotlg 
Adrong. and Y Jut Buon 'l'rl (1.19). The last two arc' now in thc United 
States. Thc Jarai at d~c. xllool i~icll~dcd Rcom Anhot (3.1 2) a ~ l d  Nay Blim 
(2.25). both ofwhom would latrr srrvc. in the National Asw-mbly: and Nay 
Luett (2.26), thr future Ministcr for I)c\.c.loprncnt of Ethnic Minoritirs. 
Clthers were Kcom l'ioi (2.2 I), who bccamc a tmchcr and subsrqu~c~~tlg an 
army otficer (his brother Rcom Briu followed the V i t ~  Minh and later rose 
to the rank of gcncral in the C:clmmunist forccx); and political activists 
Ksor I)u11(5.8). Rcom Perr (3.131, and Siu Nay. One Bahnar student was 
I liup (1.20), grandson of Bcr, the first highland civil servant, and another 
was Hiup's brother-in-law, Paul Nur ( I .  13). who wt~uld brcomc the first 
Minister for Dcvclopment of Ethnic Minoritirx. Two Mnong Rlam a t  the 
school were (known by thcir Khadi. names) Y -1'ang PIlok and Y Char 
Hdok, who would rrceivr a batrhc.lor's degret. in the Ui1itc.d States. 
Anothcr rvas Bun Sur, who latcr vvould study in Paris and bccomc a 

provincc chicf 111 Cambodia. The Chru studcnts includcd Tounch Yoh 
(4.10). Tounch Tor1 (4.1-+). and Tounch Han Tho (4.2). who now is in the . . 
United Statc-s. 
and Toplui K' 
I * - - - -  - . - 

Ksor Ilun, Rcom Anhot, and 
Stmng bonds of friendship wrcrc formcd among thc young highlanders 

at both schools. Although intermarriage among elite families already was 
taking place, thrsr n ~ w  friendships rmdtcd in an increased numbc-r ofinter- 
marriages. Each of the genealogies prcsentcd ill chans 1. 2, 3, 4, and 5 
began to mlargc, and it was inevitable that thcy would link togcthcr. Thc 
result was onr vast kin network rstcnding ovrr a wide temtory and 
incorporating clitc families of the Bahnar, Scdang, Kcngao. Jarai. Khadk. 
Mno~ig Klam, Src, Lat, Chru, and Uru. In addition, a licw spirit o f  



xviii l t r h d ~ l i o ~ ~  

cthnonationalism arose among this group of young highlanders, who were 
soon to cmrrge as thc Iradcrs. Thcy would prove an cfftctivc forcc in thc 
dark days that lay ahead. 

With the Gcncva Agreements thc highlanders found themsrlves undcr 
Victnamese rulc and contact betw~wl thc two groups quickcncd, resulting 
in a dramatic 11cw phase of cthnonationalism that initially was pulitical in 
character and thcn bccame rnilitatlt. With the 195.3 r~tablishmrnt of thc 
Republic of Vietnam under Prr-sident Ngo 13inh Ilicm, highland leaders 
k a m e  cnraged whm their people were classified as "cthnic minorities" in 
thcir own mountains. Anxious to build South Victnam into a viable 
politica1 entity. Ilicm concludcd that thc ~ ~ h n i c  minorities (highlanders. 
Cham, Khmer, and Chincsc) would have to k assimilated into thc 
Vietnamese cultural spherc. Thc 1957 Land Devclopmc.nt I'rngram was 

dnignrd to attain the dual goals of dcvcloping thc highlands economically 
and bringills mrxlcrnization to thc highlandcrs by r~wttling massive 
numbcrs of Viet~~amcsc in thc rcgion. Thtr reaction of the highland lradcrs 
was a political movemcnt that was more spiritrd than sophisticated. but 
significantly it was the first time that cthnonationalism had takcn the form 
of political activism, and IIiem's attcmpts to shattc-r it wcrc of no avail. 

Uespltc thc intrusiorls of thc land dcvdaprnent schrme, thc prriud 
following thc Geneva Agrmrncnts was a rclativr-ly peacehl time whcn thc 
highland villagers could move along the trails and f i d m  their f elds without 
Gar. It would be remcmbcrcd as a happy tirntr. It endcd all too sorm at 
thr beginning of the 1960s whcn the rcncwcd Communist insurgncy 
brought dark clouds of cr3nflict. and the highlanders again found them- 
selves "a peoplc in hctwecn." Latc in 1961, as wcurity crumbled in 
highland provinces, thr Amcrican Ccntral Intclligcnce Agcncy (CIA) 
launched a villagc dcfcnse program in Ilarlac, and it soon pro\.cul success- 
ful. This reprcscntrrd the first direct American involvemcnt with thc. 
highlandcrs (which made thc Saigon governmunt uneasy). When in mid- 
1.462 the program was takcn uver by thr- U.S. military it was changed into 
an offtrnsive opcration, setting the courw for futurr American stratcgy in 
Vietnam. 11) the hope that the Americans wcrc supporting thcir cause, 
some of the highland Iraders h-carnc activc in the program. Thry failed to 

rcalizt. that the Americans' interest in thc highlands had nothing to do with 
cthnnnationalism-the Americans, likc thc French, xverc simply using the 
highlanders fi,r thcir oxvn cnds. 
By l%4. insurgency was rapidly intensifying into war. Suddctlly. in 



Scptcrnber a new movcmrnt orgatlizcd b!: some highland leaders and 
officcrs of the Royal Khmer Army from neigllboring, Cambodia appcarcd. 
This morrcmcnt was rcsponsible for violrnt mutinies in f iw  upland Special 
Forces camps, settlcmcnts that had grown out of thc villagc dcfensc 
scheme.. As if reflecting thc tctlor of the times, highland ethnonationalism 
had becomc militant, and it was arl utlcxpectcd turn that produced shock in 
Saigon and Wasllington. Ahcr the troublc. in the camps subsidcd (thc rcbels 
set up thcir hcadquartrrs across thc border 111 CIambodia), thc Victt~amcse 
government madt. lukewarm cfforts to gain thc support of the nonrcbel 
highland leadcrs. With United Statcs forccs rnob~ng into thc rnouilcains in 
increasing numbers. sccurity of thc xgion becamc a primary concrm in 
Washington, thus Amurican prrssurc was cxertd on the Saigon g0vr.m- 
mcnt to satistjr the demands of the highlanders. Nc~otiatiu~is with the 
rckls were begun. but draggcd on  without any accommodation cvcr 
being reachcd. Some social and economic programs werc annuunccd, but 
irnplcmcntatirln was slow. Thcrc also was a small muasurc of progrcss 
made in giving thc highlandrrs morc political participation both in Saigon 
and in provincial administration. Early in 1966. a ministry with vagut. 
responsibilities for "ethnic minority dcr~clopment" was cstablishcd with 
Paul Nur (1 -13) as minister. 

Although the rrbcl and nollrebrl lcadcrs shared the samc cthnunational- 
ist ideals and maintaiiicd cc~mmunicatir>n. the division wcakcncd thc 
highlandrr callst a t  a time when conccrtcd cfforts a ~ i d  mat~ifcst solidarity 
werr important. 'I'hc Victnamcx ofhcials would only ncgotiatc seriously 
with anyone whrl clcarly had a mandatc and rllc Americans wcrc uneasy 
in situatiotls wllrrr. thc locus of power was not very well dcfirlcd. 
Furthcrmtlrc, the highland pcoplc now nrrdcd strong leadrrship to sustain 
thcm as the Victnam war swcpt into the mountain cclutltry like a typhoon. 
Unlike the Indtxhii~a war, this conffict was w a g 4  with the most modcrn 
weaponry. Jr t  fightcrs appran-d from ~lowhrrt. all roo often whrn in- 
nocent vil1agcrs wcrc going about thcir daily husincss. Evcn wclrsc were 
the B-52s which could ncithcr be seen nor hcard, u~lleashing dcstruction 
hitherto undrcamtd of by thc pcoplr. of thc mountains. The Communists 
mounted night assaults on villag~x, breaching thc wcak defensrx within 
minutcs and using pcrladc-s (and in o ~ l u  case flamrthrowurs) against the 
womcn and childrm huddlrd in bunkcrs. Only thc tow~ i s  had some dcgrct: 
of security, and with the Tct OKc'cnsive c-arlv it1 1968, Ban Mc Thuot, 
Plciku, Kuntum, 3 r d  Ihlat  wcrc cngulfed by thc war. 



A glimmcr uf hopc in the gathcriiig darkness camc with th 
appointmt-nt of Nay Luctt (2.26). a courageous and 
mi11istr.r for ethnic minority d ~ c l o  d him col- 
kagu~v  such as Touneh Han 'Tho and uutt turned 
thc ministry illto a ccntcr of cthrloilatiu~lalism whcrc mountai~i cuutltry 
lcadrrs gathcrrd and participatcd in planning. In an atmosphere of ocw 
enthusiasm they wt nut to bolster thrir threatened social and cconomic 
programs and dcvisr- relicf efforts for the highland victims of thc war. Thc 
Icadc-rs also x-ricmsly discuxwd thc st-lection of a common namc for all thcir 
pr.oplt., and r lnn Cltu. "Sons of thc Mountains," wcrnrd the likcly choicc. I t  
was a time whcn the procc~s of cthnicity was reacllir~g a point of culmi- 
nation, but timc was running out. 

13uspitr new enthusiasm and rrrlcwcd hopc. Nay 1-uctt and his col- 
1caguc-s werc wcll aware that the worsenit~g war could threatell thc very 
existcncc of thcir pcoplc. Unitcd Statw military units wcrc rapidly 
withdrawi~~g, 1'-avit~g thc drfcnsc rjtthc rcgirm in thc hands of ill-trained. 
badly led Victtlamese troops who, Nay 1,uctt was corivincc.d, had no will 

highlands. Hc thcrcforc proposed thc .-=-** 
-... ut thc. Victrlamrsc 

not consider thr idea. Hc also propowd a plan to rcgrtmp a11 of thc 
surviving highlanders i11 thc provir~ccs of Kontum, Plciku, Ilarlac. Phu - - 

Boll. Tuyrn I h c ,  and Lam Ijung, but the Saigon govcmmcnt was ct~c~l to 
thc schemc primarily bccausr. many Vict~lamesc military and ciViliall 
officials covetcd thc rich land in places like I >arlac. 

Then suddcnly on 30 March 1972, thu Communists lau~~chcd a swccp 
ing, dck~astating offcrlsivc. As their troclps attackcd strategically important 
places it] thc highlands. the fighting and H-32 bombing drovc wholc cthnic 
groups from their traditional tcrricorius. Cl)verwhclmtd by thc violc~lcc. 
and an i~lundii t io~~ of rr.fugccs, social and ccont~mic programs that had 
t ~ k e n  ycars to build, crumbled o.r~crnigl~t. Thc disruption was such that in 
the wake of thc oEr11sivc. thr esisti~lg eth~loli~lguisric maps of thc high- 

had now cclipscd thc arugglc to maintain 
ethnic idrntity. 

Ironically, thu scrir= of cvcnts that led dircctiy to thc fall of South 
Victilam bcgan it1 thc highlands on 10 March 1975, whcn the Corn- 



mur~ists, with collusion of somc highlaild lcadcrs, attackcd and capturcd 
Ban M c  Thuot. This lcd to thc fatrful dr.cisi.ir>n by a group of Viett~arncsc 
gcnrrals t t ~  abandon Kontum a i d  Plr.iku, precipitating what probably was 

the worst blordbath of thc war and the total collapse of the Saigoo military 
h3rcc-s. Cl)n 1 May 197.5, the Communist troops c~ltcrcd thc capital and thr 
Virtnam war was cndrd. Pc'acc., howcvrr. did not rcturll to thc highlal~ds. 
It soon b ~ a m c  apparent that the ot't-promised autonomy f i ~ r  thc high- 
landrrs was only a propaganda plc~y. Worse still, Hanoi immcdiatcly bcgarl 
implementing plans to rrscttlr. largc. numbers of Vietnamrw it1 uplar~d 
6' economic zt~nes." Thrrr also were announccmcnts in rhrtoric r c m i n i ~  
cent of the Diem era ahjut nrograms to scttlc thc "nomadic" mountain 

wople in " d e n t a r ) .  villag~.\." At the same t i r n e ~ ~ ~  

R;R;F *G&;;U;ri . ~ - o s e ~ & k ~ ; i i ~ - $ ; c t ;  ----. - - .. . - , 

_ . " f k u L r h e  ~ . f h e s p d . ~ -  -*-:-. . - .. . - m. groups, fled:into the fornt where they b w W + . a  .e&s 
_1- - . . .. --. . 

ek0,YF-t-  
in July 1976 (22 ??cars aficr the Geneva Agrccmcnts), thc two Victnams 

wrrc unific-d into the Socialist ILcpublic of Vietnam. Now thc Hanoi 
rrgimc would hc frcc to isc~latc and Virtnamize the highlands. It1 thc 
villagcs thc highlanders will cxpcrirncc a transformation of thcir tradi- -- 
tional ways and an ebbing of their ethnic idernity, but as long as thcrc arc 
Sons of thc Mountains who havc chmcn to carry on thcir wag of lifc. frcc. ill 
the forr3t, that ethnic identity will continue to exist. 



TIME BETWEEN THE WARS 

By Septcmbcr 1954 thc guns of the Indochina War had at last fallrii silent 
and, with this, French rule in Victnam was ended forcvcr. Vietnam itsclf, 
how-cvcr, was divided once more as it had been throughout most of its 
history. North ofthe 17th parallel, Ho Chi Minh hcaded a govcrnrncnt in 
Hanoi again, and the Democratic Republic of Victnam (usually callcd 
North Victnam) began to cvolvc along Communist lines. Initially, thc 
situation south of the Dcmilitarizc.d Zone was Icss clear. As Ngo Dinh 
h e m  (who had agrcrd to  form a ncw government in Junc 19.54) secured 
his control of thc. administration by the cnd of 1951, it kcarnc. increasingly 
appan-nt that a non-Communist government would hold sway in the 
south. This was rcalizcd in October 1955, when thc Republic of Victnam 
(better known as South Victnam) came into king.  

Thcsc cvcnts were to bring swreping changes f i ~ r  the peoplc of the 
mountains. 'Ihe central highlands became part of the territory of South 
Vietnam, i-e., the Itcpublic of Vietnam. and the highlandcrs, now otfi- 
cially dmiignatcd +Xing-Hio T h ~ v n g  or "Highland Compatriots," found 
thumselves-along with thc Cham, Khmer, and Chinese-in thc newr 
catcgory of "cthnic minoritics." As part of his goal to attain national 
intc~ration, I3ic.m adopted a policy of assimilating thc cthnic mirloritics 
into the Vietnamrse cultural sphcrc.. This illvolvcd decrees and practices 
drsigned to imposx urn thr highlanders the social institutions and cultural 
traits ofthc Victnamcsc. It was an effort at erasing ethnic boundaries, and it 
was to have a profound cffcct in thc highlands for many years to comc. 

Nonrthcless, the 1954-58 period was to bc remembered as a pcriod of 
peace when the highland pmple could movc along paths and roads and 
work thcir f i d s  without fcar, when the young ccdd plan to establish 
families, clear ncw lands, and build new housc-s. By and largc it was a 

n.lativc.ly happy time, that time between thc wars. 



W i t h  Ilis appointmrxit as prin~c n ~ i ~ l i s t c r  ill J r l~ lc  1 931-. 1)icrll bccarnc bcad 
c ~ f  thr guvc'rnmcnt and, t k l l o w i ~ i ~  thc cnactmcnt of thc <;r.~~c.va 
Agrccmmts in July  fiurt~d hin~sclf rnling ;dl tcrritrlry south of thc 1 7th 
pnrallcl. 13). Scptcmhr. hc~wcvcr, it was cvidcnt that his r ~ ~ l  authority was 
n~i~lilnal. I'nrt elf thc rcason was that, in thr. south, power did not rr5t in thc. 
state. Thc French policy of "dividc-and-rulc" hnd dispcrwd pr3wr.r arntmg 
compc.ti11g Gctir>t~s-thr- army, thc prllicc. thc sct-rct scrvicc, and intcrcst 
grtjups surll ns Frct1c11 and Chincsc busi~lcss circlcs or Victllnmcsr landlr,rds 
with cxtcnsivc holdirlgs i r r  thc Mckrlt~g rivcr dclta. 111 additinn, con- 
sidrrablc p0wr.r had br-cn put in thc h;~nds ofthr. Uinh X u y n  (origi~~ally a 

band af nvcr piratcs that dcvclopcd into a Matin-likc orgarfizstic~o that 
controlled gamblit~g and vice as ~ ~ ~ c l l  as thc pdicc. and security filrcc-s in 
Saignt~) and two rclativcly new religious mc>vcnlclrts with territorial 
cnclavcs, thc I ioa  Hao and Cao llairts. Furthcrmorc, tht. Vict M I I I ~  had 
not withdrawtl a11 ot'its pr~litical cadres, and thcsr cndrcs, bccnusr. of their 
triumph rwc-r thc Frcr~ch. crjoyrd a ccrtnin prr~tigc :c.mt>ng thr pr~pulation. 
Also, 1)iern had i t ~ h ~ r i t ~ d  a rlatir~t~al ccrmonly badly disruptrd by thc war. 
Thrrc. wras widcsprtrad Jamagc to  systems of ctlmmunicatior~, and vast 
areas of paddy ficldr had been ahandol~~d  by pcasallts who tlcd to thu urban 
arcls. 

Ilirrn's first priority was to gain ctjntrtjl rlf the army, aid his struRglc to 
do st, brought out both thc inhcrrnt wc.aklicss of his opponc~its and his 
rclianw oti thr. U~iitcd Statcs for his survival. Although c.cc>nt>mic- intrrrsts 
rcmait~cd well cr~trelrchrul in South Victrlam, thc Frct~ch military prcwncc 
thrrc had long bCco dcpcndcnt 011 Arni-tica~~ fir~al~cial support, and thcrc 
had hccn a cot~cornita~~t shift in political influcncc. Aficr thc signing of thc 
G c r ~ ~ v a  Agrcemcnts. the United States bcgari to put pressure or1 France to 
liquidate all track- of colorlialism ill Vicalam. such as support of thc Binh 
Xuyctl. I 103 I-iao, and Cno Ilaist armics or thc rolc of  chicf nf statc created 
for i3ao Ilai. By Scptcrnbcr 1954, Victrlamcsc. French. and American 
~ r p r c ~ ~ l t a t i v r x  had workcd out some diminution rlf Frcnch cot~trol. O n  7 
September. Gr.nr.ra1 Ely, high ct~mrnissirlncr and ctjmrnal~drr of Frcnch 
forccs in Indochina, t~irncd ovcr the Norodonl Palac-e, seat of the high 
corn missioner, to lkrn (who rcna mcd it thc Indc~ndence  Palace). Four 
days later, tfip~nsibility for the administration of justiw, thr police, 
sc-curity. public safety, and civil aviation was vr-stcd ill thc 111cm govern- 



mrnt. It also was agreed irl principlr that as r l f  1 Jatl~~ary 1955 Vietnam 
would have thc right to issuc its clwn currency. Command ~ F t h c  National 
Army was t r a n s f ~ r ~ d  from thc Frrnch to thc 1)icm government. Thc 
Unitcd Sta t r~  Military Assistance Advisory Group (M AAC;), which had 
bcm formcd to supm;.isc the dc1ivr.r~ of'arnls and cquipmcnt to the French 
army. assumed the task of trair~il~g thc Victnamcsc army. All p ~ r t i ~ s  sgrcrd 
that aid funds h m  thc Urlitcd Stntc~ rvould go dirrrtly to thc Vietnamese 
governrnerlt. Firially. Frarlcc agrcd tcl withdraw its Expeditionary Cr~rps 
on wqucst from thc Victtlamcsc gcwcmmctlt. 

Sr.ptemkr also markcd thc beginning of a turbulcllt pcriod for thc 
I1ir.m govc-rnrnctlt. E~rly in thc month, (;cnrral Ngl~ycr~ Van I linh, chief 
of staff of  thc Victnnmrw army a i d  soil of fbrmcr I'rimc Minister Nguyc11 
Vat1 Tnm, bcgan making public statcrncllts ngaillst 1)ir.m. -1-hc rcst~lta~it 
conflict almt~st led to a coup d'Ctat by I linh, in lraguc with Hitih Xuycn 
lradc-r LC Van Virn. that wol~ld have bbrught Uao Ilai back h n i  Francc to 

hcad the govcrnmrnt. But Dic~n. demonstrating a remarkable ability at 
plitical mal~ruvcring, rallied support from IIoa Hat, and Cao Ihist 
Ieadcrs-it was rumorcd that American funds wcrc uscd to purchasc their 
loyaltim-particularly from Cicneral Trinh Mimh Thc. lcadcr of a Cao 
I)aist faction that W : X ~  cct~~isidc.red a "third forcc" bctx\~cn the Communists 
and French coH3bomtors during the Ir~dochir~a Wsr. Mmnwhile, grc~wing 
American influence and support for IXcm was c'roding Bao Dai and 
Gncral Hinh's pnsitions, and by 1 Octobcr 13cm fclt strong enough to 
rcjcct Hat3 llai's "advicc" that hr takc Gcr~cral I Iinh and Lc. Van Vim into 
the cabinet. Bao Ilai thereupon summoned Hinh to Francc for "const~l- 
tation." With this "victory," llicm's position a t  thr In-ginning of 1955 was 
ccjnsidr.rably stronger than it had bccn six months previously, but it  still 
was far from u~lrhakablc. 

1)iem's nrst  priority was to rcmovc thc Uinh Xuyen. Hoa Hat), and C a o  

Ilaists from thc. political arrna, and his stratcgy wa.. to  play the lcadcrs of 
thrw "srcts" against otlc ar~othcr. I k had rrtaincd thc support of somc H o a  

Hao and Cao I ) A I S ~  Imdcrs, and in January 1 !)5.? hc won to his side Colonel 
Nguyen Van Huc, chlcf of staffundrr the Hoa Hao gcncral Tran Van Soai. 
Soon after, the Carl tlaist Gt'ncral Trinh Minh -Ihc. rallied to 1)icrn's side, 
bringing with him a force of 5,000 mcn. 

Diem thrn moved against thc Rinh Xuycn in an cffvrt to brcak thrir 
contrt~l of the Saigon policc forcc and srrurity service. Whcn, latr in 
January, it came time to rencw thc liccnsc. permitting operation of thc 



Grand Monde, the Binh Xuyen gambling casino in Cholotl whch was the 
primary sourcc of Binh Xuycn rcvcr~ulls. thc governmrmt refused to do so. 
In retaliation for this and similar harassments by Ilicm, a group of Binh 
Xuyrn, Hoa Hao, and Cao 1)aist lradrrs formcd a "spiritual m~ion" and 
dispatch4 a dclcgation to Can~lcs to convince Bao I3ai that he should 
remove. 1)irm. O n  22 March they issued an ultimatum to Ilicm, drmand- 
ing that a ncxv tlatio~ial govcrtlrncnt bc formcd within five days. Ilicm 
cautiously rcjrctcd it on 24 March (and was rrpnrtrd to havc quickly 
hought thc loyalty of Gclleral N g u y m  Thatlh l'huotlg, comma~~dcr-111- 
chicfrlf thr. Cao Daist ft~rcc-s). 011 ILI! March Diem ordcrc'd paratrtlop units 
(some of which wm. ccr~rnposd of mrrnbcrs of thc Nung cthnic group 
from the highlands of northern Vietnam) itlto the Binh Xuyen head- 
quarters. Armcd conflict would havc takcn placc if it had not bwn for the 
intervention of General Ely, who frared for thr safety of the numerous 
French civilians in Saigon. 

April 1955 was a month of crisis fbr Diem. Some ofhis strong supporters 
quit thc govcrnmcnt, forclrlg him to form a junta with his brothcrs Ngo 
ninh Nhu and Ngo Ijinh L u y n  as we11 as other kinsmen. 'I'hcn Bao Dai, 
taking advantage of the fact that parts of the Mrkong river delta and the 
western provinces remained in the hands of the Hoa Hao and Cao Daists, 
issued a decree making pr+Frcnch General Nguyrn Van Vy the chief of 
staff. At the same timc, hc issucd a11 invitati~~l to nicm to come to Canllcs 
fix "co~lsultatiotl." Dicm rufuscd. and on 23 April, whcn cvcryonc ex- 
pectrd him t c ~  re-sign, hc an~lounctrd that gr.nera1 rlrctions wrluld be held 
withi~i thrrcr clr four months. C3n 27 April, the gclvcrnmcnt issurd an c3rdr.r 
stating that, after a forty-eight-hour time limit, the Binh Xuyrn troops 
wtluld bc. hrbiddrn to circulatr in Saigc~~i-Cholon. The hllowing day the 
govrrnmtnt and Binh Xuyctl troops clashrd near thc. Binh Xuyrn head- 
quarters between Saigon and Cholon, causing ~txtcnsivr damage to the area 
and inflicting hcavv casualtics on thc civilian pclpulatir>n. Ilicm's forces 
won thr day. This was folloxt.c.d hy an attcmpt on thc partofGcncral Vy trl 
seiw control of the army, but hc was b1orkc.d by General 7-y and two 
colonels, Tran Van I)on and Duong Van Minh (both of whom would be 
lr-adrrs in thc 1963 coup d'ctat that topplrd 1I)icm). Thcsr two colonels 
were pr~pular with thc Victnamc-w military and, thr ncxt day, were 
promoted to the rank ofbrigadier grnc-ral. 1)ic.m'~ army pursucd the Binh 
Xuyen units into Saigon's suburbs while govcrnrnrnt army rlcmrnts 
clashed with Hoa Hao forces in thr- delta. 'lkr Cao Daists elected to 
surrcndcr. Again Ilicm had cmcrgcd victorious. 



Ilicm's victory ovcr thc oppositiorl consolidatrd his political positiorl 
and won him ncW supywlrt from thc. Amcrica~ls. At  thc samc time, the 
French position in Vietnam steadily wcakcncd, and thc demise rlf colonial- 
ism bccamc incrrasingly apparent. In May 105.3 Gcncral Ely was relieved 
of his ct~mmand, arid a ncrv Amcrican ambassador, G. Frcdcrick Kcin- 
hardt, arrivrd in Saigon. Also in May, thc Frc~ich c-ommand agrc-cd to 
rvithdraw its fbrccs from tllc Snigon-Cholon arm. Ilicm, mcanwhilc. wt 
about laying the groundwork h r  thc rcmtlval of Uao 1)ai. In Jlulc hc got 
thc Council of thc Iloyal Family in Huc to dcprivc Hat, Dai t>f his 
prrrtjgativc-s, and tlcr couiicil also propnscd that IXcm bc. c.lr.ctcd prcsidcnt. 
On 7 July, Ilirm wt thc datc fur general elcctio~~s for 23 C>ctohcr 1!153. It 
was to bc a mntcxt betwee11 Bao I>ai and Ilicm and the results wcrc 
prcdictablr.. 1)ic.m won by an ovcrwhclmil~g majority (hc claimcd some 
98.3 percent of thc total votc cast).' Aficr thc. c.lc.ctirln. hc proclainlrd thc 
Rcpublic of Vietnam. 

I'rrxidcntial ordi~~arlccs datcd 23 January 1956 creatrd a Cot~stitutional 
Aswmbly to draft a tlcw constitution fix thc ltcpublic of Vietnam. 
Elections fijr rncrnhcrship wrrc hcld on $ March 1936, with four rlfthc. 123 
wats to go to highlandcrs (KC map 2). 'I'hr3se elected to fill them were Hiar 
(1  -7). the Uah~iar tcachrr from Kol~tum; Y Ut  Nic Buon Rit. the noted 
Rhad; tcachcr from Ban M c  Thuot; Itamnh Pok, a Jarai from I'lciku; and 
K'Krc. (4.5), a Srr~Chru from 13alat. Thc new ctconstitution was ct3mplctcd 
and promulgated by I'rr~idcnt llicm (111 26 October 1956. at which timr. 
thc C:c>nstitutit~nal Asscmbly bc-came the first Icgislativc assembly for a 
term of thrcc ycnrs. On 29 I)c.cc.rnbc.r the assembly approwd thc appoint- 
mcnt of Ng11ycn Ngoc Tho as vicc prc.sidcnt." 

THE POLICY OF ASS1MILATIC)N 

In his cffnrts to makc thc llcw statc viablc, 1)ic.m faced a number of social 
and cconomic prtjblcms. As was the casc with many newly indcpndrnt 
states ill pst-World War I1 Sc~uthttast Asia, one of thr major challmgtx was 
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tn achieve a national intcgrarirm nf thc. many and varied cthnulinguistic 
groups. Dicm's rcsponsc was trj  try assimilating thc ethnic minorities (thc. 
highlanders, Cham. Khmer, and Chincsr.) into thc Victnamcsr cultural 
sphcrr. Ihc-rr was 111 his adoption of this policy an of Victtlamcw 
chau\i~~ism. In addition. his pc~lic y rtflected the notioa, prcvalrnt in many 
Southcast Asian capitals a t  thC time, that it1 0rdc.r to attain national 
itltcgration, tic3 to kit1 groups, villagc-s, religious xcts, and rthnic groups 
(particularly cthnic mitioritirs) must be rcplaccd by loyalty to thc state. 
Clifford Gcr tz  has argucd that "considered as socictics. the ncw states art. 
abtlormally susct-ptiblc. to serious disatTcctiot1 h a w -  on primordial attach- 
rnenh."-' He a d d 4  that thcsc "primordial attachments" (a term hc bor- 
rowed from Edward Shils) havc comc to bc rrgardc.d as compctitlg with 
civil attachmr~its to the state.' Ncithcr Gwrtz nor Shils fwls that thc two 

loyaltics arc. intrinsical1 y antitllctic. For thcrn, thcsr. primordial attach mcnts 
arc part of thc fabric of thc. society and thcrcfnrc can alsu bc. part of thc 
fabric of thc new statc.. For Gcertz, what is rcquircd is an "integrative 
rcvr11ution" that would bring about an adjustment of primordial and civil 
attachments, making them compatible. Ethnicity, in this cvcnt, would br 
lrgitimizrd, so that the solidarity and "ct~~iscir~usncss of lurid" associatrd 
with it arc cxtrnded into the "drvclopit~g social ordrr" of thc new statc. 
- 1 % ~  individual, in eK-ct, retains his cthnic id<-ntity and comcs to dcvclop a 
loyalty to the state. Without this integration, Ciccrtz warns, thcrc can bc a 

disaffwtion leading trl political disintcgratirln, partition, or irrrdcntism. 
Unfi~rtunately. leaders in man): of thc nrw states failed to rccognizc this, 

sccing cthnicity (particularly in the caw of  rninoritirx) as sr~mrthing to be 
done away with in order to haw national intcgratior~. This vicw was-and 
still is-held not only by political leaders but also by many social scirntists. 
Connor points to a tendency among scholars concerned with "nation- 
building" throrirs rither to ignorc. ethnic dixycrsit!: or to trcat rth~lic 
identity "as merely OIIC of a number of irnpcdirnc~lts to cffcctic=c. state- 
integration." "To the dcgrcc that rthiiic- identity is givcrl rcctcog~iition," 
Connor cc11itinur3, "it is apt to bc a vlmcwhat unirnporta~lt and cphrmcral 
nuisance that will u~lqucstionably givc way to a common idcntity uniting 
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all inhabitants of thc statc., rcg~rdlcss of cthnic hcritagc, as moden] com- 
rnu~~icatiorl and trarlsportation link thc state's various parts morr closcly." 
Noting that ifthis p r t ~ c r ~ s  of "modcrnizatirln weru cffcrtivc, the numbcr of 
statcs trt~ubled by cthnic disharmony ~ r o u i d  bc 011 thc dccrcasc," he citcs 
the contrary cvidcncc of ethnic mi~lority political movcmcnts among rhc 
Basquc-s, Catalar~s, Brcttms, Scots, and South Tyroleans in thc. well- 
cstablishcd European s t a r ~ s . ~  Numerolls othcr cxamples could bc drawn 
from other parts of thr world. 

In thc same vtin, Barth writrs that culturc contact and change arc 
bet-oming morc widcsprr-ad "as depcndcncc on the products and insti- 
tutions of industrial societies spreads in all parts of the world." But, he 
adds, "the important thing to rccog~~izc is that a drastic rrduc-tion of 
cultural diffrrcncr-s bctwccn A n i c  groups docs not corrclatc in any simple 
way with a reduction in thc cjrganizatior~al rc-levancc of cthnic identitics or  
a brrakdown in boundary-maintaining prrlcc.sws."6 In othcr words, mod- 
cmization does not mean incrrasrd assimilation. Oiem's attempts to in- 
trgratr thc. hghland cthnic miilority through a process of assimilation, 
therefore, could rc~ult in ct~ntributing to the rise rathcr than the demisc of 
ethnic identity. This, as will bc discuswd bclorv, is cxactly what happcncd. 

In a conversatio1-1 cnnccrning Diem's policy for assimilating the high- 
landers, formcr Vicu Prcsidc-nt Nguycn Ngoc Thrj pointed out that, from 
the timc hc assumcd the role of primc minister in Junc 1!)54, Diem felt that 
French influcncr in the central highlands (see maps 3 and 4) had to hc 
climinatcd. The Crown Domain instituted by shc Frrnch was in Diem's 
words a "lcgal fiction" which only garre thc appearance of Victnamrx 
control while, in reality, thc French maintai~lcd their hegemony ovcr thc. 
region. using the Crown Domain tt, keep the "Kinh" (Vietnamcsc) out of 
the highlands so the Frcnch cc~uld "develop plantations and cxploit the 
valuablc minerals." It was thcrcforc cssc-ntial to do away with the Crown 
Domain as the first step toward integrating the highlands into the national 
framework. Aftcrurard the administration uf the region would have to bc. 
rcorganixd, and then thc "primitive highland plrople would havc to be 
civilized," i-e., Vietnamizcd. 13ic.m believcd that the highlandcrs were 
"intelligcnt enough to be assimilated into thu Victnamese type of village 
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life," though he was wary of tht- Rhadi, whn, because thcy had "Cham 
blood" tended to bc "devious." Nguyen Ngoc Tho stwssrd that Dicm saw 
economic development as anothcr means c ~ f  integrating thc highlands into 
the state and envisaged this taking place in a "progrc.ssis~c way-nrithcr 
too rapidly nor trw slowly." Sincc the region was sparsely populatcd, 
Diem dwmrd it necrxsary to movc Victl~amtw fiom the ovcrpopulatd 
coastal provinces, where "thcrc is too much sand and not enough soil," 
into thc uplands. T h c  Vietnamc-x scttlers would have a rr~lc in the cctr 
nomic dcvclopmcnt. and they wr>uld also bring Victnamc~c culture to thc 
indigenous p~wplc. Barcly a month aftcr bccoming prime ministcr, Diem 
got Bau Ilai to surrc.ndrr his special pwers  in thc administration of the 
highlands and cight months later, un 11 March 1955, put the central 
highlands (still with thc Frcnch dtrslgt~ation YMS from Pays iMorrtficqnard du 

Sud) undcr the administration of thc Saigrln government. That same day 
he promulgated D~rrec No. 61 appointing a govcmmrnt dcIcgate for thc. 
highlands and replacing all of thc French rtsidcnts with Victnamcsr pro\?- 
ince chicfs. Thc ilcw dclugate was Toll That Hoi, thc f5rmc.r Quan Dao in 
Ban Mc Thuot, who took up rcsidencc in Ilalat. 

Establishing a Victnamcsc administration in the highlands was to pmw 
no easy task. Thew already was a shortage oftraitled pcrsonncl for all lcvcls 
of thc administration in thc lowlands duc to the failurc of the Frcnch to 
prepare thc Vietnamcse for indc.pmdencc. Tt-, make rnattcrs more difficult, 
thrrc were very few Vict~~amcst: who had had any administrative- cx- 
pcricnce in thc upland rcgons. Furtht-rmore, the rcmote uplands hcld no 
allure fix thc avcragc Victnamcsc, who still regardcd the rnountains as the 
ahodc ofcvil spirits. the placc whcrc "poisoncd water" (nu ci r &c) flowed in 
thc streams, a rcgion pwpled by -savagrs. 

Thc program launched by thc Fnnch aficr their return to train rnorc 
highlanders fbr the administration was still in an incipient stage nfdevrlop 
ment. Thc Colltgc Sabatier in Bar1 Me Thutlt had at this timc only art~und 
sixty students, and in 1954 thc Frcnch had h g u n  sending a fcw highlanders 
to the Schiml of Administration foundcd the year hcforc in Dalat. Among 
the first students in the Highland Section thcrc were 'Tc~uprong Hiou (4.4), 
a Chru who had been strving as sector chief at Dran; Ya Yu Sahau. a Chru 
school teacher; and Y Blu Nic Suon-Dricng, a RhadC who held scvcral 
administrative posts at Ban Mc Thuot. 

Amcrican aid at this timc was being administered in Victnam by thc 
United States Opi=ratiom Mission (USOM), all o u t ~ ~ o w t h  of thc old 
Spcial Technical and Economic Mission which was later subsumcd in the 



Agency for Intcrnational I~rveloprncnt (All)). In April 1'355 Michigan 
Statc. Univcnity, which had a contract with AID, signed an agrccmcnt 
with the Victnamesc gowrnment to providc profcssors and other special- 
ists in policc and public administration. Some of thc profcssors werc 
assigncd to thr Sch~ol of Administration KO assist in developing its pro- 
gram. The schuol was movcd from llalat to Saigon in July 19.55 and its 
namr changed to the National Institutc of Administration. Onc part of the 
Ilay Program of the Preparatory Scctic~n (a two-year program) was 
composcd of mcmbcrs of cthnic groups from thc northern (they were 
rcfugccs) and ccntral highlandsmi 'I'he group that bcgan training fbr the 
11955-56 pcriod includcd Y Dhuat Nie Kdam, a Khadi. who became a 
wcll-knoxvn administrator in Darlac; Y Chon Mlo I>uon nu, also a Rhadi 
who latcr became active in the Ministry for 11c.vrlopmcnt of Ethnic 
Minorities; and Rct~m Rock (3.1 I ) ,  a Jarai from Cheo Reo. The Third 
Class for thc 193-57 period had Pierre Yuk (1.12), who becamc active in 
thc Kontum administration; and two young Chru lcadcrs, 'I'r~uneh Han 
IXn (6.3) and Trjunrh Yoh (4.1 0). Thc 1937-58 group also had two 
Chru: Boui Ngai, who 1atc.r brcarnc an administrator in thc Danhim 
valley; and Tounch Han Tho ( 4 3 ,  who became thc bcst traincd highland 
administrator. 

But thcsc small gains in administrative training were accompanicd by 
some disruptix~c changru: in the highland education system. Early in 1935 
the 1)ircctoratc of Education for the Southcrn Highlands, which had bcrn 
undcr the w-crvtary general of thc Crrnvn Domain, was takcn ovcr by thc 
Victnamcw and in 0ctobr.r 1956 was put undcr the Department of 
Education. Thc. 1959 govcrnmcnt mar~ual statcd that "the dircctoratc aims 
at promoting thc national culture, spreading thr use of the Vietr~amcscr 
language in the Highlands, and dcvcloping the various branch- ofstudy to 
help the mountaineers co~ltributr to the work of national rcctlnstruc- 
tion." Subjects such as French history and geography wcrc rcplaced by 
Virtnamrre history and geography, and Vietnamese languagr instruction 
replaced not only French but also training in thc muthcr tongues. 
According to one RhadC teachcr. Y Torh Mlo Duon Du @.I), thc newly 
appointed Vir~namc-sc. inspector for cducation in the highlands had all of 
the teaching materials in thc Khadi language burncd. 

In August 195.5 thc secondary schools in the highlands urcrrc- turned over 
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to tllc Vjct~~arncx go\ycr~imc.nt. According tc~ Tou~lch Han '110. thc 
Colligr Sabatirr w a s  renamrd thc Nguycn I lu  School arid chc. curriculum 
k-carnc Vietnamese. Virtnamtlse also bccame thc language c ~ f  instruction. 
hrcing most ofthe highland st~idrt~ts xvho wcrc not vc.rsrd in the language 
to leave school. Srr stud~mts K'Briuh (4.1 1) and his brt~thcr K'Broi (4.12); 
Mnong studcnts Bull Sur. Rhadi- Y Gum Buon Ya (who Iatcr became a 

mdical doctor). and Nay Ba; a Jarai (who later studicd in Japan). all went 
fur further study at  thr LycCe Ycrsiil. whir-h cor~tinucd to bc run by the 
Frcnch Cultural Mission. 

While rcducirlg Frctlch influrncr: in the highlands, Ilium rr%nrtcd to a 
French-created institutioti. thc Oath Ccrcmony, which hr held at Ran Mr 
Thuot in June 19.75 to achitrvr a public display of support by lcadcrs from 
various ctl~nic groups. Among thc highland "chiefs" summunrd finr it 
w-crc. Siu Anhot, thc Ki~ lg  of Firc; Nay Nui (2.1 I) ,  thc cldcrly Jarai lcadrr: 
Y Ut Nit. Uuuri Rit, the Rhadi who was the first highland schoo1mastc.r; Y 
Ulicng Hmok, a Rhadi. civil servant; arid Touprol~g Hiou (4.4), ths Chru 
leadcr. The format of the cclcbration was basically thc same as it had been 
in thc past. llicm sat in thc place oflonor that previously hiid been occupit-d 
by Frcnch ri-idcnts (such as Sabatirr) and officials (such as Admiral Dccous, 
Admiral d'Argrnliru. and High Commissioner Br>hert), as well as by Llao 
llai. Thc. clcphants "saluted" and the president, aEter having alcohol from a 
jar poun-d over his kct. sipped frorn rvcral jars. But now the oath of 
loyalty was sworn not to Francc or to Bao 13ai but to thc Republic of 
Victnam. 

The crntral h~ghlands had officially becr~mc a part of the national 
territory of thc Republic of Vietnam on 23 Octt~bcr 1955, thc day of thc 
Uao Dai-llicm elections. Thm days Iater a prcxidcntial urdcr axvardt-d thr 
National Ordcr Medal Fourth Class to Ama Kham Suk, thc tcknonymr~us 
designation for Y Kro Khuc. che ncphcw of thr old Muorlg-Lao chief 
Khunjnnob, who had k n  the first chief in the Ilarlac area to collaborate 
with the French at thr end oKthe nintrtccnth century.' Khunjanob's sister 
had married a Mnong Reh, and Y Keo was thcir son. When Khunjanob 
retircd as judgc of thc Ilighland Law Court in 1930 (he dicd in 1953), 
Y Km (AIM Kham Suk) replaced him. 

The same presidential order awarded National Drdcr Medals Fifth Class 
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to Y Ut Nic Buon Rit. the Khadi. who was the first highland schotllmastcr; 
Y Blieng Hmok, a Khadt civil scnrant; K'Krc. member of the 1)alat city 
council; and Touneh Han Dang, the Chru leader who had wrvcd fijr a lnng 
time as judge in thc. highlander law court in the I3anhm valley. 

Changcs in thc Vietnamese military organization during this pcriod 
affcctcd the highlander military prrsonnc-1. Thc. Virtnamcsc army that 
Diem took ovcr in 1954 numbered 200,000, but the Unitcd Statm I Icfcnse 
Ilcpartmmt, which was providing military aid (including thc MAAG 
advisors), wanted it rcduccd to &5,(M)O. IIiscussion with Iliem resulted in 
agrccmcnt on an army of 150,000, thc. 1c.vc.l at which i t  rcmaind until 
1961. I~uncanson notes that due t o  French tradition and Amcrican advice. 
thc Victnamcse army was r~rganiwd with a crlnve~itional command struc- 

ture. There was a gencral staff and a ficld army divided into thrcc corps (in 
1962 it incrcascd to four corps) and seven divisions (in 1962 this was 
incrrasrd to nine divisions). Most divisions were subdivided iiitr) turcr 

battalion rcgimcnts instead of brigades. l o  

According to Touneh Han Tho, by the end of 1955 the highlander units 
that had brtrn in the Frmch army were being reorganized and integrated 
into thc National Army. 'l'he highlanders urerr in thc 4th Military Zonc, 
and the 7th Uattaliot~ (composed primarily of Chru, Src, and Maa), 
numbering around onc thousand men, was intcgratcd into a rcgimcnt of 
thc. National Army. 'I'hr battalion's headquarters was moved from Dalat 
(where Bao Ilai had wantcd it ncar his palace) to the airfield (servicing 
hla t )  at Licn Khuong. Captain -1-ouprong Y a  Ua (4.91, the Chru battalion 
commander, was replaced by a Vietnamesr captain in January 1956, but 
the. ncw command- did not actually assume his new post until April. 

At the begnning of 195ti, whrn Tai-spcaking rcfugccs from thc north- 
ern hghlands began arriving in thc Licn Khuong aka, thc 7th Battalion 
was orderrd to assist them by clearing thc forest for settlements and paddy 
fields. Tounrh Han Tho rclatcd how his half-brother Touneh Han Tin 
(4.13). a lieurenant, joined with a Vietnamese lieutenant interested in the 
highland ptroplc to organizc somc villagc-improvement projects in thc 
Danhim vaHey (e-g., an irrigation projcct in the villagc ofCado). The two 
lieutenants then wrrltc to Lt. CoI. 1 Iuynh Cong Tinh, dcputy commander 
of thc 4th Mhtary Zone, asking for thc usc. of highland military personnel 
to participate in thr villagc projccts. O n  25 June 1956 Lt. Col. Tinh wrotea 



letter of approval and also notificd thr military cr~mrnanders in Haut 
Donnai provincc to begin projects to help the highland villagers. Diem, on 
a visit to the area, was impressed with thcsc cfforts and askcd Lt. Col. Tinh 
to submit a report to him concerning highland village projects. A report 
was prepared by Tinh's secretary, Nguycn Van Long (who used the 
pseudonym Nguycn Trac ni, undcr which he later wrote many works nn 
the highlanders for the governmcnt). and Touneh Han Tho claims that this 
led to the formation of the Nha CGng-'1-5c Xi-Hei Mien Thuqvng (liter- 
ally "Bureau for Highland Social Work" though usually callcd thc Bureau 
for Highland Affairs) on 3 July 1957. It was locatcd in Ihlat. and Lt. Col. 
Huynh Cong 'Tinh kuamr director (the following ycar he was namcd 
province chef of Dong Nai Thuong as Haut Dontlai was now callcd). 

SOME MOVEMENT TO NORTH VIETNAM 

While t h m  changes werc occurring in South Victtlam, highlandrn sym- 
pathetic to thc Vict Minh wcrr mt~ving to Nrmth Vietnam in accordance 
with the Geneva Agreernt.nts. In 1957 1 was told by wjmr KhadG that 
brtwcrn 3,000 and 6,000 had "gone north" with thc Vict Minh, although, 
in view of data gathered since that timc, thcrsc figurn wt~uld scrm high.' ' 
Other sources estimated that arnutld 6,000 highlanders went north with 
thc Vict Minh (out o f  a tcltal of 140,000); they were mostly Vict Minh 
military pr~sc>nncl and thrir farnili~u;.'~ In North Victrlam thcsl. "rc- 

groupccs" from the southern rnint~ritics bccamr the rr%ponsibilitv of a 
newly formcd Minority Comrnittcc under the dirwtion of General Chu 
Van Tan, who was a Nung Icadcr in the Vict Minh rntjvrmcnt. 'The 
Minority Comrnittcc also was rtrsponsible for the autotlomous zorles in the 
northern highlands. 

Hiar (1.7), a retired Bahnar school tc-achcr, rrlattrd how one of his best 
students, Thicng (1.18). was among thc~sc. from Kontum who clru-ttd to go 
north with the Viet Minh. Thimg was bort~ in 192 1 ,  of a Bahnar mtjthcr 
and Vietnam- father from Bong Son in Uinh llinh province. After 

I 1 .  Thir: and o t k r  inhrmatiun Katlirrcrl in s t9.57 ilrlrl trip tw rlw h i ~ l ~ l ~ t ~ d s .  WJS ctmtai~wd In rhe 
MichiS~t~ Statc L'nlivcmity Victlnm Advisory Ciruup; "I'rcliminary IL1-~.tml1 ILcpwt LIII thl- I'MS." 
Saigrln 1%7. n~inlro~raplicd. p. 29. 

14. "L'Hirtquccr lan~cntablcc~tdr d'un millir~il dcri?igiisJu nord." 1fn~riz,~rr.r, Erlitirln SFcrhlr. 
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studying with b a r  at the Franco-Bahnar school in Kontum, hc conti~~ucd 
his studies a t  the Collige dc Qui Nhon. In 1943 he retumcd to Kontum. 
married a Vietnam- girl, and was scrving as dircctrlr of a new school 
in Ilak To when the Japanese occupicd the province. He returncd to 
Kontum, which wassoon taken over by thr Viet Minh. When Thicng went 
north in 1954, hc was accompanic- by a Bahnar student namcd Theuh. 
mar  rcpomd that in 1956 he receivcd a Itrter (delivcrcd by hand) from 
Thimg, who i n f o r m 4  hs formcr teacher that hc was in Russia studying 
medicine. Later, Hiar addcd, thcrc was a rumor in Kontum that Thieng 
had bccome a doctor. Thicng's brother, Tul, bccamc. the second husband of 
Pher ( I  .22), the daughter of Bcr (1. lo), who was thc first highlander in thr 
French colonial civil scrvice. 

It appcars that somr of thc highlanders going north went overland, but 
many of thcm also jr)urneycd to Qui Nhon whcrtr they boardcd ships for 
the voyage to North Virtnam. Chw of these was Nay Barn. a IIroy (a 

subgroup of thc Jarai), who defected from the Vict Cong in 197 1 and was 
intcnric.wc-d in S aigon 111 1972. He was born in 1939 in thc village of Buon 
Lai Hoi in thc mountait~s of  w-atrrn Phu Ycn prt~vince (now Phu Khanh 
province). He recalled that when he was a small boy he saw Frrndi t roop 
come into his village searching for Viet Minh. Around 1952 thc first Viet 
Minh cadrc came to the villagc. All were Victnamrw, and initially they 
only ir1dulgc-d in anti-Frcnch propaganda. stressing hour the Frcnch had 
exploited the highlanders, using thrm for comtc. Thcy also rclatcd how 
Frcnch troops stole chickens and pigs from the highland villagers. 

Subscqucntly the Viet Minh established thc first school in thc. village, 
with Vitznamese instructors trachng thc Hroy languages, which they 
spoke fluently and for which they had deviscd an alphabet. Thcrr was no 
instruction in Vietnamcsc. Thtr pupils also studird "Highland Culture" 
which for the most part consisted of singing and dancing. Ham studied at 
the school fix two years, bcmming litcratc- in the Hroy language. I luring 
this pcnod the village was homb~d by Frcnch aircraft oncc and, although 
no onc was injured. a housc was burned. On srveral occasions, however, 
Frcnch army troops camc to thr. villagc searching for thc Vict Minh (who 
had gone into the forcst). The officers wcrc French whilc thc rest of thr 
troops werc highlanders, Cambodians, and Moroccans. Barn tlotcd that 
the officers bchavcd wcll, but hc clairncd that somc of  the soldiers forced 
villagr. girls into the forcst where thcy r a p -  them. 

After the Gcneva Agrwments thc Vic't Minh urged fhr villagers to go 



with thcm to North Vietnam. I t  was, thcy said, a beautiful place where thc 
govcrnmcnt would assist them in settling. If thc villagers remained in the 
south, the Vict Minh warncd, thc Frcnch would comc and burn their 
houses. Of the apprnximatcly two hundrcd villagers (some forty houw- 
holds), Barn, onc other young man namcd Y Ho, and a RhadP visitor tiom 
M'dmk named Y h m  wrrr thc. only onc-s to go north. Togcthcr they 
walkcd ovcr the mountait~ trails to the port city of Qui Nhon where they- 
Exlarded a Frcnch ship bound for North Victnam. Barn rccallcd chat thcrc 
wcrc around eighty highlanders on the ship, including Bahnar. Jarai, 
Rhadi, Mnr~ng, Jrh, Scdang, Hrr, Katu, Cua, Kcyong (this may hc a 

subgroup of the Halang), and some Koho-spalung prwple (sty map 2). 
They landed at Ninh Giang whrrr they rrmaind fijr onr month brforc. 
goil~g to the rlewly founded Southern Ethnic Minorities School at Cia 
Lam, close to Hanoi. 'There were Wl students from the wntral highlands as 

well as Cham and Khmer studcnts. The six-year program that Barn 
followed included Vietnamese language (no other language was taught), 
and studics in Victnarnae culture, history, and geography. During his timc 
there, he met Nay l>cr (?.I?) and Nag I'hin (?.19), both nf w h o m  had 
gone with the Viet Minh in 1945. 

AnothrrJarai who went north in 1954 was Kwr Wen. Hc. drfrcttd from 
the Viet Cong in March 1968 and was interviewed in July 19712. Hr had 
been born in the Mount Ju area south of Cheo Km around 1938. Onc day 
in 1949 the Viet Minh entrred his village and trwk him away with thcm. 
They told his kinfolk that he would only be gone for six months while he 
went to school (he did not return until 1965). Betwtxn 1949 and 1934, hr. 
worked as a courier for the Viet Minh. Following the Geneva Agreements, 
Ksor Wen was sent with otherJarai to Qui Nhon where they were put on a 
Polish ship enroute to Haiphong. After they disembarked, they were takcn 
immcdiatdy to the Southern Ethnic Minorities School, where they rc- 
mained for a primary schor~l education. Wrn rc.cal1c-d that thrrr were 
around 4,000 studcnts, and thc highland groups rc.prc=cmtcd includrd the 
Jarai, Khadk, Bahnar, Hru. I'acoh. Cua, Katu, Scdang, I Jalang. Jch, Srr, 
Maa, Mnong (several subgroupings including Chil), 'I'ring, Lat, Chru, 
Stieng, and Chrau. Hc described the same curriculum as Nay Dam, adding 
that they also received political indoctrination (much of whlch was anti- 
Ngo mnh I3cm propaganda). In addition, at the advanced lcvcl, they had 
training in use of compasses and map reading (he noted that most of thc 
maps were made in China or Russia). Ksor Wcn rccallcd that thc timc at 
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thc highlanders, Cham, Khmer, and Chincx-. In January 1955 Ho Chi 
Minh appcarcd befon. a gathering of 600 drlegatc3 representing 65 minor- 
ity groups from all ovcr Victnam and announced plans for autonomous 
zones to be cstablishcd in the northern highlands. On 2'3 April 1955 the 
Thai-Meo zone was inauguratrd. It was named for thc Tai-spcaking and 
Mco (Hmong) groups inhabiting the zone whch covcrcd an arc-a of 19,000 
squarc- mill3 (nearly one-third of thc total area of North Victnam) in the 
northwestern portion of thc country. In May 195.5 an administrative 
committee with 24 mcmbcrs (2 Vietnamese and 22 minclrity pcclple) was 
formcd to run the zone. Vietnarncsc. how-cvcr, hrld 51 pcrccnt of thc 
administrativr posts in the zone. O n  I O August 1956 a second autonomous 
zone callcd Vict-Rac was c-stabhshed in the northcastcm portion of the 
uplands. Chu Van Tan, dircctr~r elf the Minority Cornmittcr, was  named 
president of the zone. In this zone, 72 percent of thc administrative 
positions were held by mcmbrrs r~frninority groups. In March 193 7 a thlrd 
zone called Lao-Ha-Yen (becausc i t  was in the Lao Kay-Ycn Hay arra of 
highland Ha Giang province) was frlrmed. Its highly divcrsc. ethnic 
makeup, however, made it ungovernable and in March 1959 it was quietly 
abolished. ' 6  

In South Vietnam, Ngo n n h  Ilitm faced a number ofsocial and trconomic 
prr~bltrms in his effort to build a new national cntity. Onc of the most 
pressing problcms rc-sulted from the vast influx of rrfuges from thc north 
following the Gcncva Agrcrrnents. By the time this movcment ended, it 
involved betwcm 900,00() and one million pcoplc-. According to the 
General Commission for Refugees, somr 15,000 ntlrthcrr~ highland 
people were among thc refugees. Of thesc. 15,000 were Nung (most of 
them part nf a French army division). 1 .I)IX) Muong, 2,001) Tai-spcaking 
people (Black Tai, Whitc Tai, and Tho), and 6CK) ~ a o .  ' ' 

One way the Saigon govcrnmrnt hoped to cope with the rcfugcc 
problem was to settle large numbcrs of them (all of the Muong. Yao. and 
Tai-spcaking bm~ups in addition to many Vietnamcsc) in thc ccntral 
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highlands. I t  was noted prrviously that from the timc he bccamc prcmicr 
Ngo llinh Ilicrn was conccrncd about integrating the highlands into thc 
new state. He envisaged h s  being donc through cconomic dc\~c.lopmtmt. 
Bui Van Luong, who srn~cul as Commissioner General for Agricultural 
I~c~~clrrloprncnt (also as Minister of the Interior and Minister of the 
Economy), pointed out in a 197 1 intcrvicw in Saigon that llicm drew 
hcavily on the 1952 Bao Dai shcmc for cmnomic dtrvclapmmt of the 
central highlands. One aspcct of the Bao  llai scheme that particularly 
appralcd to Diem was thr relocation of large numbers of Vietilamwe into 
the mountains to provide labor for thc cconornic dc;.clopmcnt. This would 
rc1icr.c population pressures on thc coastal plain of ccntral Vietnam. The 
highlands also would bc a likely placc to scttlc many of thc rc.fugtrfi from 
North Victnam. Moreover, Ilicm thought that having anti-Commu~iist 
Catholic rcfugtrcs in thc sparscly populated arras wt~uld bring a measure of 
sccurity against Vict Cong infiltration and movcmrnts. Luoilg noted too 
that thc. Victnamc.sc prints in Ilalat and Djiring (see map 3) were very 
favorable to the influx of northern Catholic refuges to swcll their con- 
grcgations. Luong addcd that anothcr aspect of thc Bat, Dai scheme that 
Diem liked was the idca of "sc-ttling highlanders in permanent villages" (a 
reflc&vn of thc. rrrtmcous notion that the hghland people werc nomadic 
or serninomadic) . 

A dcmr dated 12 July 1955 creatrd the Directorate of Economy for the 
Wghlands of Central Vietnam, to be located in Dalat. Initially, it was 
under the delegate fix the hghlands (Ton 711at Hoi), but on I January 
1956 it was put undcr thc. Department of National Ecr~nomy. Among 
other things, one of& main functions of the directorate was to implement 
the econr~rnic dc.vrlopmmt prtlgrams fix the highlands.18 

Ordinance No. 57 datcd 2:! Omtober 1936 initiated a new land reform 
program in South Victnam. The aim was to increase agricultural produc- 
tion, permit a marc cquitablc distribution ofland, and make it pxsible for 
tenants to become small landowners. ‘This legislation also provided thc 
basis fix ncw "land &vclopmcnt" programs. Thc. Commissariatc. General 
for Land Development was established on 23 April 1957. This agcncy was 
organized like a ministry directly undcr control of the president and vicc 
president. The official government report on land dcvclopmc~lt statcd that 
the primary aim of land dcvelopmcnt was to bring largc arcas nf thc. 
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Mckong river dclta and thC crntral highlands under cultivatiotl so thcy 
could contribute. to thc ~lational eco~~clrn~."  I t  claimed that clf thc 
5,700,000 hcctarw in the ccntral highlands only 109,000 had b L C ~  - . ex- 
ploited by thc French admir~istration. Thr  report notcd that undcr thc land 
rcform law the Victnamcsc. scttlcrs in the highlands could bc givr.n title to 
thc- lands thcy farm. 

Thr  rcport alsn strcsscd the wcurity aspccts of the program, ~ioting that 
the sparsely populated parts ntthe highlands near thc urrTtcrn bordcr ~ ~ ~ c r c  
amcnable to k i n g  used as "hidcwuts h r  Comml~nists and subvcrsivc 
elements." Thcrc'hre, the report addcd, "the creation of land dcvrlop 
mcnt centers with having expcricnct in the anti-Communist 
struggle wdl ercatly contributtr to an cifcctive control system in thrw 
regions and assure wcurity in the village of the hinterlands." 

In additioli to rcscttling northcm rct'ugcm and pcoplc from ovcr- 
crowded lowland arcas. the Land 1)cvclopmr.nt Program for the highlands 
included among its goals the transformation of the agricultural mcthods 
and lifestyle of the indigcr~ous population. Thc r c p r t  stawd: 

Thc Land 13evrloprncllt policy is t o  i~~citc rhcm [thc higIlla~ldcrsl to group in 
ccntem ~~~~~n by rcast3n of thcir clr>wncss to thcir chd habitat and to get used, 
little by littlc, to a scdc~lt~ry lifi' with IICW agricult~~rdl mc.thods, such as 
clearing with machincry. usc of chemical fertilizers. cultiv.~ticl~~ ~~Fiildustrial 
plants. ctc., to takc advantagc t o 1  social orgarlizations sudl  as disprnwrics, 
matt-miry hospitals, schouls. ctc., ill a rr--r>rd to havt a stcadlcr and r=;i&-r lif;.. 

Financing of thc Land Development Program was donc. through the 
national budget. with loans madc available frum thc National Agricultural 
Crcdit Office to thow being scttld. Thcrc also was assistance from foreign 
statcs, particularly thc United States and France. Somc American aid was 
dircct, with dollars made available for purchase of machincry and fcr- 
tilizcrs. 1nrGrcct American aid was channeled through counterpart funds 
for suhprojects. Fmlch technical aid was administrrd through the 
Colombo Plan. Matcrial assistance was giscn by voluntary agcncic-s, such 
as thr Catholic Rrlief Serviccs and CARE.20 By latc 1956 implcmrntation 
of thc Land Dcvdr~pment l'rc~gam had begun. Bui Van Luong rccallcd 
how Col. LC Van Kim. who had bccn chef of staff for the 4th Infantry 

19. Rcpublic of Vi-tnam. Curnrniutinr C;t.nrral flr Land I'k-vclr~pment, 7'lw IV,lrl. g!t L,~rrd 
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("Montagnard") llivision duri~lg the lndochina War, was appointrd thc 
govcrnmrnt reprmcmtativc for the program in thc highlands. Givrn his 
cxtcnsive experiencr with highlanders during thc war, it was thought that 
he would hc adept at administering thc program. His hradquarters was 
established at  Ban Mc Thuot. 

A report dated 22 January 19-37 and prepand by a mrmhcr of the 
USOM Agricultural Division staff rccomrnended that "there should be a 
clear, just policy regarding Montagnard rights."21 It notcd that "the 
Montagnard trihcs by tradition haw ccrtain rights to the land," adding 
that "it is our understanding that such rights haw ncwr been formally 
defined and r~mrdccl.'' Pointing out that failure to take the highlandrrrs' 
land claims intc) consideration could result in disaffection to the Com- 
munists. the report suggested three "major steps." Thc first was "payment 
of ownership rights," and the scrond was "opening of newly cultivatcd 
lands to the Montagnards as wcll as to thc Vietnamcw and in a manrlcr 
suitable to thcir customs." Thc third was "teaching through dialect- 
spcaking agents prrmancnt cultivatiun tcchniqucs." 

The vicurs cxprer.wd in this r c p r r  did not reflrc-t those t o f  cithcr most 
American officials in Saigon or srjrnc. influential foreign advisors to 

President Dicm. In his assrssmcnt that thc western province and the 
ccntral highlands UI-cre "serving only as hideouts to hostile guerrillas" the 
Chief of the Ilivision of 1Lcfugc:r.c Resettlement for USOM rcflcctcd the 
prevalent lack of knowltdgc of thcsc regons so rrmr~vcd from saigon.l2 
Similarly, Wulf Ladejinsky, an advisor to Ilicm. described thr ccntral 
highland as a wiIdcrness "little marc than Baa Dai's hunting prcscrvc" 
whcre "virtually none but nomadic tribesmen lived."23 

On 16 February 1957 an agrcrmcnt for Ammican support of the 
"P.M.S. Land 13evelopmcnt" project was signed by thc acting dircctor of 
USOM and a high-ranking Vietnamese It dlrscrihcd thc P.M.S. 
as an arm in which "ninety perccnt of the inhabitants arc tribespeople who 

21 - '-Ibliq= Kcg~d ing  [.and I lr~=cl~~prncnt Prtjrr-rs." rnimcographcd. Un~tcd S L X L ~ S  Clp-ratiuns 
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practice a rudimentary and extremely wasteful typc of cultivation." The 
Unitcd States agreed to provide $1,053,070 for fiscal year 1957 whilr thc 
Vietnamese agrtrcrd to contribute the piastcr cquivalcnt of $2,288,992 
(these were counterpart funds gencrated by the U.S.-financed commercial 
import program). Schcdulcd to hr$n in March, thc project called for 
resettlement in 1957 of 2,500 families (approximately 12,5(Hl pmple) in 2.3 
villages on 3,730 hcctares of "land belonging to thc National Domain." 
These new vihgcs would be located near Uan Mc Thuot and Buon Ho in 
Darlac, An Khc and Kannak in Binh Dinh, and Cheo Rco in Plciku. The 
initial scttlers wcre to be from overpopulated portions of the ccntral coast, 
with each family receiving five hrctarcs. Another goal of this first phasc in 
the Land 1)cvclopment project was to bc an "attcrnpt to aid autochtonous 
highlanders." This would bc achlevcd by "orirnting thr highlanders 
towards grouping intn communities and rational exploitation of their 
lands." 

According to Bui Van Luung, thc. Highland Land I)rvelopmcnt 
Program was launched with an "agricultural fair" at Ban Me Thuot on 22 
Fcbruary 1957. 0rganiu.d by Lc Van Kim, thcrr were floats, bands, 
speeches, highlanders in thc-ir "native costumes," and an elephant race. Thc 
gala air, however, was shattrred when a wnuld-be assassin brokr through 
the crowd and fired a pistol at Ngo Ilinh Ihem. The bullct missed thc 
president, but struck thc- minister of agriculture, seriously wounding him. 
'The captured assailant was described as a "Communist agent bcnt on kill- 
ing 13iem." It was then clear to m e  that the program would have problc-ms. 

W e  in Paris on a fellowship in 1953-1954, 1 was ablc to gather 
considcrablr data on the highlanders in various library collections. Most of 
the available matcrial had bccn written by French missionarim, administra- 
tors, and military ~ o n n d ,  and it included folklore and history (much of 
which was reported in the carlic-r volumc). In March 1956 I went to South 
Vietnam with the Michigan Statc University Vietnam Advisory Group 
(MSUC). As part of MSUG's studics of govcrnmc-nt ministnc~ to rrctlm- 
mcnd reforms, I traveled to Ban Mc Thuot. Plciku, and Kontum in June 
1956 with thc goal of interviewing some civil servants in the Z'rrjvincial 
Information Srrvicc.. My Virtnamcw assistant and 1 flew on Air Victnam 
to Ban Mc Thut~t where w c  conducted i~ltcrrirws (most of the personnel 
were Vietnamcsc.). I was also ablc to visit surrounditlg Rhadi villagm and 
begin taking mmr- ethnographic norcs and somc photographs as wcll. 

For the first time 1 cxpcrienced thc. unfailing hospitality of thc high- 



landcrs. Also, for the first time I saw the rousseauean late afternoon xrne  in 
a highland village when the air is still and a thin veil of smoke from the 
evening cooking fires settles amidst the longhouses and luxuriant foliagr all 
around. Villagm walk in silence, returning from the fomt and fields with 
their backbaskcts laden with wild fruits. vegetables, and edible flowers. 
Villagers also gather by the ncarby stream to bathc, whilc downstream thc 
elephants frolic in the water against a backdrop of rich grwn bamboo 
grovcs. 

Long-established Rhadi. Kpa vilIagc-r, normally havc hctuwm 20 and 40 
longhcmws, invariably oricntcd in thc same direction. Likc all houscs of 
highlanders, thcy arc constructcd on  piling (which prevents wild animals 
from cntcring as wclI 35  allowing good ventilation and in some caxs is a 

measure against flooding). The Rhad6 housa also reflect thc common 
highland pattern ofc-mploying locally available building matrrial (roofing 
of tin and aluminum wcrc latcr to bc uscd widcly as a result of American 
programs). The framc of thc houw commnnly is of d i d  hardwood logs in 
the case ofthr Rhadk (elephants arc rcquircd to haul thcm). Bamboo is uscd 
cxtcnsivdy for floors (in Rhad6 houses there is one layer of bamboo logs 
ovcr which split bamboo is placed, providing a floor mat), partitions, and 
external walls. Roofs arc of thick thatching. Many windows (which can bc 
closcd with bamboo screens) allow light and ventilation in most highland 
houses. 

1 was to rcalizc later that the Rhadi houscs. with their striking scale, 
ayle, and construaion, arc thc most irnprcssivc in thc highlands. Thc largc 
hardwtd  frarnr. is of hand-hcwn logs chat arc fit togcthcr on the ground 
and then r a i d  as barns wcrc on Ammican farms in the past. Divination 
drtermi~ics thc sitc of the housc and also i s  involved in house construction 
among the RhadP. Whcn a location has bwn adjudged favorable, an 
offcring of seven grains of rice, wrapprd in cloth on which alcohol and 
chicken blood have poured, is made to the spirits. Hardwood timbcr 
is sclccted not only for its fine quality but also with rcgard to omcns. For 
cxamplc. a treu on which a certain type of orchid grows is avoidcd, and if, 
with thc first strikcs of the ax, watcr runs, the tree is not felled- 

A propitiatory offering prrccdcx cclnstruction and, if an elephant is used 
in transporting logs, a ritual is held to protect the animal frr~rn accidents. 
Ihor  to the placemtmt oftht. large columns which crmstitutr thr piling and 
main support of the structure, a chlcken is offered. Usc of "male" and 
"fc-malc" bamboo in certain combinations is well defined in the construe- 



tion. When thc houw is thrctr-quarters complctcd. a ritual offrring is madc 
to the spirits. and when the principal hcarth is finishc-d, a chckrn or a pig is 

slaughkrcd. When thc housc stands ready for the family to move in, a 
thrcc-day cclrbration is held with a pig and buffalo sac-rificed to honor tht 
mistress of the houw. 

While thcst: ideational principles are important in thc housc site and 
constructiot~, thc final ritual honoring the mistrcss of thr hrlustt signals thc 
importance of social organization in the floor plan and social use of the 
hnuw. Most houws in the highlands arc sharcd by rntlre than one nuclcar 
family (parents and childrcn), and some aspccts of thc kinship system. 
particularly prcscribcd rcsidcnct-, affect the housc form and interior floor 
plan. Generally, among thow highland groups that havc unilinral descent, 
i.c., dcsccnt traccd through either the fcmalc linr (matrilineal descent) or 
the male linc (patrilineal dcsctmt), the living arrangcmcnts in the housc 
tend to bc morc rigidly dcfined than they arc among those who tracc 
dr-sccnt through both the male and fcmale lines (bilateral dcsccnt). For 
those with unilincar dcscent there is a prescription for the married childrcn 
to remain cithcr with thr wife's parents (matrilocal rrxidcnce thc rule a h c n  
dcsccnt is matrilineal) or with the husband's parents (patrilocal rcsidmcc 
the rule when decent is patrilineal). 

Among those with bilateral dc-sn-nt-this includrx thc Mon Khmer- 
spc-aking Bahnar, Rengao, Scdang. Halang, Jeh, and Hrc, as wdl as the 
Austrnncsian-speaking Jarai Arap and Jarai Tabuan (sce map 2)-thc. 
pattcrn is for married chddrcn to rcadtr temporarily with both scts of 
parents (ambilocal residence), cr.cmtuaHy settling with one nr thc other 
dcpcnding on where they arc nccdcd. Many of them establish thcir own 
houwholds (neolocal residence). 

'fie RhadC.Jarai, Roglai, Chru, Mnong, Src, Lat, and Chrau-speaking 
people havc matrilineal decent. In each ofthosc grrjups a house is nccupicd 
by an extended family. consisting of parents and thcir marricd daughters 
with their families. In most instances these groups havc longhouses, thc 
lrngth of whlch is detcrmincd by the number of nuclear families in thc 
residence. The Bru, Pacoh, Katu, Stirng, and M a a  h a w  patrilineal descent, 
but they do not have longhnusts. 

At the front of the Khadi. house there is a  lark^ log veranda (adring) 
reached by ascending steps hewn in a log or a wood plank, very often 
decorated with carvrd female breasts. Vcrandas of varying sizes arc found 
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in most highland houses and they serve a variety of  fi~nctions. Tools and 
chicken baskets arc rtorcd there, and the veratlda provides an cxcellctlt 
place for sunning paddy, cotton, coconut shcllr (uwd for kindling), and the 
many kinds ofroots and bark uscd in making alcohol. A common highland 
sccnc i x  a woman or  girl hi~sking paddy on thc veranda. This le  donc by 
placing the paddy in a hardwood mortar and pound~ng  ~t with a long- 
handled wooden pestle. 

The female breast motif 15 repeated on the beam over the main portal 
and thc crossbeam in the center of the house, along with lizards and buKdo 
horns. Immediately inside there is a large room ( t t t n ~ q ~ n l r )  which contains a 
hcarth and benches of  varying length hewn from hardwood logs. A large 
drum, used on ceremonial occasions, is suspended from the rafters. As in all 
highland houses, the area along the walls is devoted to storage, and in this 
largc room fimily belongings Are kept. Bins contain paddy for the fnrnily'r 
usc, and there are baqkets, the most cornmon of  which are those with 
shouldcr straps so the barket can be worn like a knapsack to carry such 
thingr as paddy, wild fruits and vegetables, purchases from the market, 



f rewood, and gourds ufdrinking water. As in most highland houscs, there 
are the incvitable alcohrd jars arid gongs. bath highly priu-d pmtigc itc-ms 
that reflect thc relative wcalth of thc family. 

Jars for making alcohol vary in sizc and in quality. Ge~tcrally, the older 
jars arc considered to be of great value and many of thcm arr said by the 
highlanders to datc "from the time of thc ancc-stors." Most of the old jars 

- 

haw a worn dark brown or black glaze, and some would surely command 
a good price in the world antique markct. Occasionally one also tincoun- 
t m  large blue and whce porch in  jars which havr excellent glazes and art 
work. The Rhadi differentiate betwwn "maic" and "femalc" old jars, and 
both the Rhadi- and Bahnar have myths that describe chc ancimt jars as 

once having bcrrn live animals that inhabited swampy arcas. Upon bcing 
struck with arrows, they wcre transformtd into jars. Normally the old jars 

ncvrr leave the house, but among thc Stieng highly valued srunx jars are 
w r y  often part of thc bride price, so they move from one family to 
another. Ncwc-r jars usually havc a light brown glaze and a dragon motif 
o n  the side. Thry are produced in coastal citics by thc Victnamcsc and 
shipped to thc highlands in trucks. 

Jar alcohol is normally prcpared through a procrxs of fcrmc.nting rice, 
and occasionally some highlanders makc it using maizc.. During the 
Vietnam War it was discovered that the bulgur wheat distributed through 
the Amrrican aid program made quitc palatable alcohol. Among thc 
Rhadi Kpa, the first step in chc alcohol preparation is to mix a fermcnt 
(k'pi) consisting of ricc flour, wild ginger root, and bark from two kinds 
of local trccs. The second stup bcgitls by boiling partially husked rice, 
which is then sprcrad on a large circular flat baskct and placed on  thr 
veranda to dry in the sun. Aftc-r it is dricd, somc ofthc fermcnt is powdcr~d 
and mixed with it. The third phse  involves placing a mixturc rlf rice bran 
and broken husks on thc bottom o f a  dwp baikct, thm pouring thc mash of 
cookd  rice and fermcnt over it. The remainder of the basket is fillcd with 
more bran and husks, and thc basket is lcft to stand for a day or two. Thc 
contents of the baskct an. poured into a jar, urhich is scalcd with banana 
lea\-cs and allowcd to stand for at least onc week. 

Jars of alcohol arc integral parts of all highland ccrc-monics and celc- 
brations (which oftcn takc plactr in ths h o w ) .  Traditionally, all of the 
highlanders wrcrr animists with large panthmrls of sp~rits of varying kinds. 
Most groups havc spirits thcy call yattg, or a cognate word thereof, 
regardless ofwhcther thcir languagc is of the Austrrmesian or Mon Khmer 
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stocks. Thc religious practitioners includc shamans and sorcerers, and some 
grr~ups havc witchcraft. Family heads and village leaders organize and 
often officiate at rituals, which are held on innumerable occasions. Rituals 
mark rvrry phase of a highlander's life as well as the planting cycle. When 
sickness or misfortunc strikes, rituals arc held to propitiate thc spirits, and 
ritual welcomes arc accorded visitors to a village. 

Throughout the highlands there is a similarity in the format cjf cue- 
monies associated with the spirits. All of them invt~lvu invocations to 
explicit deititrs, accompanied by offerings of food and a jar (or jars) of 
alcr~hol. Somc offerings may invol\ye slaughtering a small animal such as a 
chickm or gnat but an important ritual requires that a pig or buffalo be 
killed. Buffalos are tied to a stake and slaughtered slowly with sabers andlor 
spcan. Thc flcsh and blond of thtr animals arc served in the feasting, which 
also involves all of the guests drinking alcohol through bamboo tuba 
directly from the jar. 

All during such rituals, a row of men play the gongs, and their haunting 
music often can be heard when wallung through a highland villagc. Thc 
Khadt Kpa havc three typcs ofgongs. a11 ofmctal with upturned rims. The 
wry largc gong, callcd clmr. givc.s nff a rcstlnant sround whrn struck with 
the woodcn hammc-r. Small in size but similar in appearance arc thc knah 
gongs that always are in sets of six, with cach gong having a name that 
indrcates its relative size. 'The third typc of gong is callcd chitlg, which has a 
circular indentation in thc ccntcr whcrc it is struck. In the past, these gongs 
wcrc obtaincd it1 Cambodia and Laos; thosc made in Cambodia are called 
chinf kur whlc those of Lao manufacture arc known as clrirrg 1m. In rrcrnt 
time, thc Rhad6 havc bought only Victnamcsc gongs (chin,? y t r m ) ,  which 
they consider inferior both in strength and sound. 

Many Ithad6 rituals takc place in the main room ofthe house. The area 
immdiatt.ly inside the entrance is wdng bhok where visitors are wclcomcd. 
U7dng t u q  is the middle section of the room whcrc rituals takc plam and 
jars of alcohol are tied to stakes. The rear of thc room, firtif tntrie, is whrrc 
the fcrnalcs gather during thc cclcbrations. This drnx not imply that they 
play a Icsscr rolc, howcx~cr, brcausc in the highland societies with matri- 
lineal drscrnt (the IthadP, Jarai, Chru, Roglai. Mnong. Src, Lat, and 
Chrau-spcaking pmplc) womcn play an important role. The womcn take 
the men in marriage. and chc couple rcsidcs at thc. hridr's housc. The eldest 
female in rcsidcncc is the hcad of thc howhold and has ownership ofall the 
family gtoods (house, harwsts, animals, and land). At rituals held in the 
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house, she normally has an important role, such as making tllc nffcr~ng of 
gratitude to Yang Mdic, thc IXhadC Ricc Spirit in 3 posth;~rvcst ccrcmony. 

The sectioii ofthe I<hadi. house to thc rear of  thc main room consists of a 
long corridor containing licartlir cln onc sidc and on the other a series of 
small compartments (ndrr pit) wherc Limilv members sleep. Tlic first 
compartmcrlt is occupicd by thc cldcst fcmalc and her husband and 
children. while each rcrrlnin~ng compartment is allotted to the other 
fcmalcs and their fimilies. The last compartrncnt ir rcscrvcd for single adillt 
fcmalcs. At the rear of  the house. is a small rntrancc uscd only by I~ousehold 
mcmbcrs. 

In each compartment there are the personal belonging5 ofthc occupants. 
Clothes are kept in baskets. Here orlc is apt to scc the long-handlcd ax with 
3 small, vcry sharp blade that is the most common artifict in the highlands. 
Highlanders carry these axcs with thcm a5 tlicy move thmuph tile forest 
bath for protcction atid for cutting srly wild edible fruit or  vegetable they 
may cnct~untcr. These axes arc used also to fell trees. split wood, hew 
timber, cut and shave rattan, dig roots out of the fields, clear brush, and 
break earth. 

Traditionally highlanders produced their own wcapotis, tools, mats, 



baskets, and clothcs. Cotton isstill widely grcwo, and while srlmc highland 
womcn make dyls, most thread and dycs now art purchased in local 
markets. Weaving. hourcvcr, still is a wtmnan's activity and the Rhadd 
lcmms arc. sc-t up Efitlwr in t h ~  maill rrwm or u~ldcr thc house (whcrc wrx~d is 
stored and whcrc pigs oftcn are penned). MCII wrave mats and baskets and 
make tools and urcapons. 

Hunting. trapping. and fishi~lg haw always been sourccs of important 
food suppkmcnts in the highlanders' diets. Wildlifc abt~unds in the high- 
lands. Rig gamc indudes tigers, clcphants, panthers, scvcral kinds of wild 
oxen (including gaun and kouprcys), and various typcs of brars. In the past 
thcre wcrr rhintxc-ros, but none has bee-n s t -m  sincc thc 1940s and they arc 
thought to be extinct. 1)cc.r are plcntiful as arc wild boars. porcupines, 
jackals. ottcrs. mt>tlgocm.s. harcs. skunks, and squirrcls (including flying 
squirrcls). Thcrc arc. many diffcrcnt kinds of wild cats, among thcm thrcc 
typcs of civcts-madagascar cix~ts, binturongs, and palm civets. Langurs, 
rnacaqucs, gibbons, and the common Ithesus monkey swing through thc 
forcsts. On the edges of somc lakcs and rivers thcrc arc crr~codiles and other 
reptilr-s, including wveral typcs of lizards, pythons, and cobras. Rats arc 
trappcd. roastrd, and eaten. Thcrc also is a grcat variety of birds, among 
thcm numrruus kinds of phcasants, quails, falcons, hrrons, ducks, hawks, 
caglcs, vultunu, harriers, aancs, rails, coots, painted s n i p ,  and owls. 

Traditionally, crossbows. spears. sabers, and kni-\?es were used in warfare 
and in hunting, although nowr the highlanders arc apt to use firearms if thry 
are obtainablc. Still in usc arc. various kinds of traps and snarcs and fish traps 
fashiancd out of split bambm and rattan. Fishing nets are made in the 
villages, and they also can br purchased it] thc market towns. Many 
highland villages haw onc or more specialists in working metals purchased 
from Chinese and Victnamcw- merchants (although during thc Vietnam 
War mctals from Amwican army junk piles and also from bomb cratcrs 
myre ured). These specialists produce spcarhcads, knives, sabcrs, ax blades, 
plowshares, and othtr metal parts of fami tools. All of thcmsr weaporls and 
tools are stored on the rafters of the houw. 

As in all highland villages, the Rhadk rely on their ficlds and kitchcn 
gardrns for their rim, vegetables, and fruits. Highlanders farm upland dry 
rice in swiddens, and nhrre  there is rclativcly level land and available water 
sources they cultivatc wt-t-rice in paddic-. Although the swiddrn method 
varies from onc highland group to another and cvtm within individual 
groups, there arc somc basic common charactrristics. Exwntially, it i s  a 



system of rotating agriculture wherein during thc dry season (for high- 
landrrr locatcd in areas affected by the southwest monsnnn this would & 
January through March, while for thow in thc path of the northeast 
monsoon it would bc- from Junc to August) a glven field is dcarcd. and thc 
cut wood and brush arc dricd and burned. After the rains bcgin, thc 6cId is 
farmcd. The duration of thc farming pcriod depends on thc adjudgcd 
fcrtility of the soil. Following the farming period, thc firld is lcft to fallow 
until a new growth has appeared, and then it is cultivatcd again. 

The selection of a newr swiddcn is never haphazard, and highlanders rely 
upon a knowledge ufthc forcst and soils passed down through generations. 
'fir laad&, for example, consider rcd soil good for growing rim hut avoid 
sandy soil. The Rengao judgc grcyish soil to be the bc3t fix upland dry rice. 
The Bru and Katu view the prrscrncc of largc trees to be a sign of soil 
fertility whilc the Jarai regard thc rxcrcmcnt from a certain typc ofworm 
as an indication that the earth is idc-a1 for ricc farming. Some groups 
combine their careful scrutiny of soil and flora with divination; among the 
Mnrlng Chil, for cxamplc., somc mcn slccp on thc prospectivr sitc. and will 
farm thc arca if they have a "favorable drcam." 

In all of thc highland groups the division of farm labor is the same. Mrn 
fcll the trees (usually, largc trccs are left standing) :)while thu women and 
children cut thr brush. Men rake the debris into pilcs and burn it, carefully 
guarding the fires. Thcrc is somc variation in planting. With somc groups 
the men broadcast the s d s ,  and with othrrs thcy make holes with dibblc. 
sticks, aftcr whch thr women filllow to plant the seeds. 

I'addy fields are found in rrlativcly Icvd marshy arras, vallcy hnttom 
land, volcanic depressions, and on hillsidc tcrraccs. The Lat, who livc in rhc 
vicinity of Ilalat (the name means "Lat Water"), arc the only highlandcrs 
who practice wet-rice cultivation exclusively. Locatcd at a high elevation, 
thcir paddy terrauy swrccp up the slope of Lang Uian Mountain. To the 
southeast, thr Chru have paddy fields on bottom land and in terraces. Thry 
have an elabr~ratc- irrigation system that taps watcr from the tributaries 
feeding the llanhim rivcr and channd it through a systcm of canals and 
dikcs. Every Chru village has a "watrr chirf," who is responsible for 
mustering villagers to clear the canals and rrpair thc dikcs before each 
planting season. 

Highlandcrs farm numerous secondary crops in the swiddens, stlmr- 
timcs in paddy fields. and in thc kitchen gardens located clow to thc houws. 
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The Rhadt Kpa devote a section of the swiddcn to maize whilc the Jarai 
and Katu plant maize betwccn thc rows ofdry ricc. Another common m p  
is tobacco, which most o k n  is grown ncar the house. Kitchen garden 
crops include squash, gourds, pranuts, tomattux, various kinds of beans, 
Icttucc., pumpkins, lemon grass, taro, ginger, onions, mushroclms, carrots, 
garlic, yarns, cabbage, chili peppers, cucumbcrs, pineapples, manioc, and 
sugar cane. Banana trecs abound in thc villages, and usually there are somc 
lime, orange, coconut, guava, jackfruit, graprfruit, papaya. mango, and 

avocado trees. Kapok trcn and areca palms with betel vines climbing the 
trunks are found in many villages. Coffcc t r m  uftcn grow ncar some ofthe 
Rhadi Kpa houscs, and thr Hre and Cua like to cultivate tea plants in their 
gardens. 

When we finished intcrvicwing in the Hsn Mc'l'huot area wc dccided to 
visit Lac Thien (mllcd I'ostc du Lac by thc Fn-nch) farther south. Along 
Itoutc. 2 1. there was a succrx~ion of Rhadi. villages of the Hih subgroup. It 
was interesting to notc that away from thr influence ofthc town, most of 
thc m"n wore nnlv thcir traditional loirlcloths while thc women went 
about in long skirts hut were barc a h v e  the waist. A small river had to bc 
crosscd o n  a f m y  p l e d  by- mcn, and thc country brcamc thick with 
forcsts. Suddcnly there was the lake at  Lac Thirn, beautiful in a primeval 
sctting of green mountains, rrflecting the blur sky in its still waters (there 
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were crocodiles in thc marsha at onc cnd). 
Thc Victnamt-sr district information officer took us to a t~carby Mnong 

Rlam village, where we wrrc invited to 3 huffalrl sacrifice. Sratcd on 
floormats in the main room of a longhousc. w c  drank from the jars (the 
mixture had a smokcv flavor) as an elderly man poured watrr into it to 
measure the prcxribcd amount of libation. Charltirlg an invocation, thc 
eldest woman of the longhousc placrd bracelets around ou r  wrists (chis 
turnrd out to bc a common part of celebrations to wclmmc. visitors in 
societies with rnatrili~~cal dr-scent). 

Aftmvard thr district chicf insisted wc visit Bao h i ' s  hunting lodge, 
located on a promontory above the lakc. I t  presented a stark contrast to the 
Mnong Rlarn villag. Thr dirt road suddcnly gave way to a crmcrete drive 
lined with Rowers and ahead loomed a Frcnch-stylc chalrt. Inside thcrc was 
a largc main rmjm with cumfortable furniture and in one corner was a 

small bar. t-lung along the walls wcre game trophics-a gaur huad and 
elephant tusks. A tigrr skin cok-crcd the floor by thc fireplace. A sizable 
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generator supplicd eltx-~ricity for lights and air conditioners in thr. bed- 
rooms (wherr ncatly curtained windows l o o k 4  out over the lakc) as well 
as for a walk-in fie-r for game in thc- hascment. 

From Ban M e  Thuot we flew to PJeiku (the small airport was located 
near the largc Catecka tca plancation and also served Kontum). Ihc Jarai 
Hodrung, like the Rhad;, trace descrnt through thr fcmalc line and 
rnarricd coupltrs rcside in the wifc's parents' house. TheJarai longhousc-s, 
huwcvcr. are not as solidly constructed as thost. of the Rhadi.. Many of thc. 

Jarai in the vicinity of Pleiku farm paddy ficlds located in volcanic deprr- 
sions, and thty also have large hcrds of clttlc that graze on thc plain of thc 
Pkiku plateau. 

Although the visit to Kontum was brief; we wcrc able to visit villages 
adjacent to the town. The Bahnar Jolong and Rcngao trace dcsceilt 
through both the malc and femalc lines (bilatcral descent). Kcsidence 
consequrntly is not rigidly defined. Both Bahnar and Rcngat~ h o w s  are 
rectangular and constructed on piling. There is a largc room with a hearth 
for receiving visitors and holding rituaIs. Several rooms behind arr family 
quarters. The traditirlnal Hahnar houscs are of wood and bamboo with 
thatched roofs. In the Konturn area most of the villagers arc Christian and 
the hr~uws have cowred verandas, tilc roofs, and mud and straw wattled 
walls, reflecting outside (particularly Vitrtnamew) influence. Nun-Christian 
villagrs have the traditional men's housc in the ccntrr of the wttlrment. 
Constructed on piling, these structures have high, sloping thatch4 roofi 
okcn graccd with symbolic dccorations. Inside there arc. scvcral hearths but 
no partitions. Young, unmarried men and boys sleep in the men's housc. 
and it also is a gathering placr for village mala. The eldrrs crlnvcne there, 
and the walls oftm arc covered with skulls and othrr symbols of ritual 
sacrifices. In many villages the men's ~ O L L W  is taboo for females. 

Agriculturc in the immediate vicinity of Kontum is unique in the 
highlands. Along the Bla rivcr the Bahnar Jolong and Rengat~ habye 
extensive fields o n  higher ground where thcy cultivate rainfed rice on 
permanent fields. Thr-e fields arc farmed for five or six ycars, after which 
they arc left to fallow. Whtn wild growth appcars, thr fields are fenced in 
and used for pasturage. 

Whcn I next wcnr to the highlands in March 1957, it was at a time whcn 
Victnamcse govrrnment programs for altering the mountain people's way 
of life were just &ginning. O n  the dric-c. up Route 20 from Saigon thc 



rccncry changrd from thc lush, flurial countryside iicar Birn [Inn to thc 
son~ctimcs harsh tcrracc zt~~ic. with i t s  twistcd fi~rc.sts. As Routc 20 con- 
tinued in a ~~orthc.astr.rly dircctiorl. it bcgan to ascend t l c  Blao platcau, and 
a t  Kilomctrr 113 thrrc. were curiaus huge rocks a i d  thc first highland 
villages tcf the Maa. Otl thc platcau wrc.rc thick f~>rcsts. scattcrcd Maa 
villages. and thc trx cstatcs with thcir twat rows of glistc.ning plants 
f~>llowing chc gentle contours of the land. Wc stoppcd at thc. National 
Schut>l of Agricdturc. Forcxtry, and Animal Husbandry (built with 
American aid in 195.5). There were eleven Khadi. students from thc 
vicinity of Uan Mc. Thuot being trained in a program designcd tr) bring 
m d c r t ~  Lrming rnrthods to thc highland people. 'lhcw students wcrc 
acccptcd at thc school with only a primary school certificate whilc thc 
Victnamtsr were rc.quirc.d to  h a w  secondary school diplomas. Training 
for thc highlandrrs was dr~cribcd by thc school's director as "practical," 
i.c., it fijcuscd on the usr of light agricultural machinrs. chemical Ccrtilixr, 
and rotation elf crops. 'I'hc hghland students leaving the school would 
brctlrnc "agricultrlral agrr~ts." cach ill charge of a tcn-family "rnrxIr.1 
village" to which highlanders would be moved- Among other things the 
agents would maintain modrl gardens it1 somc x~illagcs. -1hc director 
euplaincd that by thc cnd of 1937 t h t ~ t .  would bc thirty "model villages." 
and with thcir mtdcrn firming methods thcy would be examplcs for thc 
highlandrrs of thc standard of living thcy might achicve. Each modcl 
viHab'c would have two hundred fail ics,  and rach family would rccciw 
two hcctarcs (each rcscttlcd Vict~lamcsc Kamily was to receive fjvc I~cct- 
ares). Thc dircctor also explained that primary school cducation fur high- 
land villag~x was being revamped. All instruction would be in Vietnarncsc. 
With thc assistan= of USOM, a 1,600,000 piastcrs (the nficial rate a t  that 
tirnc was 33 piasters to the American dollar) projcct was btring launched to 
crcatc 117 primary school classes in Kontum and Plriku to bring Viet- 
namese education to thc highland villagers. 

From Rlao, Routc 20 mntinutd to ascend past cxtmsivc tra cstates to  
Iljiring, af'tcr which it wound through thickening rain f o r ~ = t  whlch sud- 
dcnly gave way to pintr fi~rests in the coolcr air of thc higher elevations. 
With its profusion of chalets. Dalat might have k n  a town in thc Frcnch 
Alps. and the Vietnamese secmcd curiously out of place (the chddren had 
a healthier color than thcy did in Saigon). Thc marketplace, its stalls 
crammed with tempting frcsh vcgrtables, reflcctcd thc town's function as a 



ccnter for truck gardening. Highlanders could be sten here and therc. 
carrying portions of tree barks. on which sprays of orchids grcw. to the 
market where Victnamwe buyers transported thtrm to Saigon. 

Thc Chicf of the Regional Directorate. for Agriculture outli~lcd the 
goals of the agricultural drvelopmc.nt program bcing implemcntcd. Hr. 
first pointcd out that the population of the mountain region n a s  sparsc and 
that thc highlanders only u d  the sxuiddrn mcthod, which hc considercd 
"backward and wasteful." His plan was to wt asidc 200 hcctarcs in each 
pmvincc for resetdemcnt of 200 highland families- h c h  family would 
rrrccir.cr onc hcctare for farming under the guidancc of Victnamme and 
highlandrr agricultural agcnts. If the highlanders rrfuwd to mtwc to thr 
ntw villages, the province chief would ban swidden farming, Icaving thcm 
no altrmativc. but to movc. 

Early in April 1957 1 organized a firld rcwarch trip into thc highlands 
(with Frederick Wickcrt of the MSUG stad) to gather data on indigenous 
land trnurc systems. Among thc Vietnamrw and Americans in Saigon 
there was a currcnt notion that it was not necessary to wt~rry about 
highlanders' land claims in implcmcnting thc Land ~uvclopmcnt Program 
bccausc tllcy had no land tenure systems. Wickcrt and I intcndcd gathering 
preliminary it~forrnation to dcmonstratc. that such tcnurc systcms did 
i n d d  exist, and we also hoped to discuss with highland lcaders some ideas 
for rcsolving the land qut-tion. Approval for this rcsuarch was obtained 
from Wesley Fishel, Chicf Advisor for MSUG, and also from the 
Victnamm govmmcnt. Thc comrnunicatio~~ from the Sememry of State 
at thc Presidency, however, rccomrncndcd that anyone going to thc 
highlands to study Vietnamese-highlander rdations should talk only with 
thtr province chicti rather than with "local pc.c>ple" in nrdcr "to avoid any 
possiblc rnisundcrstanding." 

Kiding in a jccpstation wagon with a Virtnamtrsc drivcr who callcd 
himsclf Masourin, w c  drovc. nc~rth from Snigon on Route 13 to mach 
Itcmtc 14, passing tlrough the territory that had bccn dcscribcd by some of 
the Frcnch explorers (such as Gautirr) in thr latc ninctccnth ct-ntury (see 
map 3). Routc 14 was in bad condition due to the nc.glc.ct rlf thc war ycars. 
I t  wound ovcr chc dry, rolling cnuntry of the Stieng, passing Mount 
Bara. which rose like a largc mound cox~rcd with scrubby Farther 

25. Np~).c-n Hou Chau. thc Sccrrmry orStatc at f l ~ c  I'~c'TI&.II[->= LLI th- CIliicf Adsirlr uFMSUC; 
(Saipn. 2 April 19ii). 



north, there were massive rain forcsh r ~ f  mixed growths that crowded one 
another in the strugglc to reach the sunlight. Tangled vines and orchids 
clung to the massive hardwood trees. At Trois Frontitrcx (named for thc 
three frontiers of Cmchinchina, Annam, and Cambodia that once con- 
vcrgcd hue), there was the wcathcrtrd monumcnt to Hcnri Maitre, thc 
Frcnch explorer and writer who in 19 12 had bccn slain by the much-fcarrd 
Mnong chicf Pu Trang Lung in a ntrarby village. Thcrc a l w  was a small 
nondtrscnpt wttlemcnt of wood and thatch4 houscs and shops, onc of 
which was a restaurant boasting a mrnu of venison and other wild gamc. 

As Route 14 continucd northeast in the direction of Ban Me Thuot. the 
fi>rr.st gave way in placcs to Rhadi- villages with rhcir rows of longhouscrr; 
and granaries on  the edgc ofthe settlements. Childrcn (somc ofthcm nude) 
scampered about, and on thc large verandas of the main entrances to thc 
houses, womcn worked, weaving cloth or husking rice. Along tllc road, 
h g b n d  men, uromcn, and children walked in singlc. file. 'Ihe men carricd 
crtfisbc~ws and machews whilc the women had backbaskcts filled with 
gourds c f  water, produce from thr forest, or fircwt~od. As the vehiclc 
passed. they invariably stopped and bowrd, a gesture: of rcspct that the 
Frcnch had expected. 

Koute I4 entcrcd Ban Mc Thuot from the south, passing through Ruon 
Alc-A. whcn. the Christian and Missionary Alliance was locatcd (see map 
6). On the hillside by thc road stood the chrcc "Italian villas" that G r d o n  
Smith had constructed in 1950. Looking likc the "villas" one might have 
wen in California or Florida in the 1930s and 19905, thi-sr houscs sccmcd 
imptessive in this setting. In h n t  of them, a carefully trimmed lawn 
graccd with a largr traveler palm swcpt down to the cdgc of ltuutc 14. 
Farthcr on, the road pasu- the sumptuous hunting lodge of330 Ilai.  It was 
a largc rambling building in a Europc-an style (refcrrcd to by thr local 
hlghlandcrs as "lr palais"), set in a tropical gardrn and surrounded by a 

high wall. In the town thc road was shadcd by mapiticent gnarlcd old 
trees. O n  thc right side was the provincial administrative headquartcrs, a 

collection of masonry buildings with tile roofs. Thcy reflected a Frcnch 
provincial stylr adapted to the tropics: a veranda with rococo touches, 
French windows, and high ceilings with fans. The former risidrtice was 

built on piling and had a largc vcranda hidden by multicolored 
bougainvilleas. 

Farther along was the sports stadium where the Oath Ccrcmonifi were 
hrld and where the rccent "agricultural fair" had taken place. llrhind the 



stadium wns thc imprc-ssivc gucrt lodgc of' Bao 1)a1 (called the (;rand 
Bullgalow). a largc, hardwood adaptatiorl of ;I Rhadi. k~t~~housr . .  I t  was 

now occupied by thc Anlcrican military advisors (MAAC;) to the 23rd 
Ilivision, rvhosc hcadqu~rtcrs wcrc Ic~c~tcd ~cs rby .  As a rcsult the <;rand 
Bungalow had takcn (111 thc look oFan Arncricm~ n~ilitnry garrisoll. Part of' 
chc garden had bcmmc. the "motor pool" with rows of jccps and othcr 
military vchiclcs. and thetc. werc thc. innumrrablr. signs idr.ntif>yi~~g ofhccs. 
quarters, the mess hall. and clubs. -Illerr wrrc thc. incb=itahlc high icl~cc and 
military po1icr.m~-n guarding thc only cntratlcc. CIlosc. by was thc iormcr 
Groupc Scholairc Antomarchi (now called the Nguyrn I l u  School), con- 

sisting of somt- framc buildillgs il~tr.rspc.rscd with Rhadt l o ~ ~ g h o ~ ~ s s  that 
served as dormitorir-s. I'hc schr~c~l dircctt)r's ~ C ~ ~ I S C  rcs~rnbl~d a French 
chalct. 

Beyond the stadium to the 11orth was thc Victr~nmcsc quartcr. tllc ccntur 
ocwhich was thc market, a crowdrd cdlwtion of stalls and stands cox~crcd 
by a TOOK Around it wcrc. thc. usual Chincsc twt~tr l r icd  shop houses built 
of masonry and low, onr-smricd Vic-tliarnrx shops with tile rrmfs. Thew 
also w-crc somc Indian shops. alnlost always specializing in clrlth. Some of 
the Chincsc and Vict~~nmcxc vcrldors catered c.xdusively to highlandcrs, 
selling new alcuhol jars. sets of gongs, fish rlcts, and mctal for making 
implements and urcapclns. Thc Victnamusc residential section was a jumble 
of small frame houscs crnwdcd togcthcr. 

Wic-krrt and I werc rcccivcd hospitably by the American military 
advisors, who provided lodging. Immcdiatcly, wc began interviewing 
some 
chief. 

of the prr~vi~icial officials, hcpnning with thc Victnamtw pruvincc. 
Hr 1amr.ntc.d that thc highlandcrs working in thc administration 
trailled in Frrnch and were not litrratc in Victtlarn~x (it is notcd 

M o w  that several ofthr. highland civil servants had studicd in I iuc and Qui 
Nhon). As a result, the province chief notcd, "o~ic. Victnamw clcrk is 
worth three highland clc.rks." ' Ihr  highlandcrs. hc cmphasizcd. must learn 
thc V i c t l ~ a r n ~ ~ c  languagc and ways (such as wearing Virtnamcsr c1otht.s). 
Thc p n w i ~ ~ c e  chicf explained that he had nrl crlntart with thr Highland 
Law Court, rclying illstead on hs highland ax~istants Y Blicng Hmok, 
Y Ilhuat Nie Kdam, and Y Blu Nic. Muon llricng to dcal with any 
problcms arising in thc court or in any ofthc. villages. Onc currcnt problcm 
conccrnd the Vietnamcw traders (about thirty of them) that the prrlvincc 
chicf allowed to circulate in Darlar. They uffcrtrd villagers attractive 
articlcs rhc highlanders could not afford and this led to conflicts. AIM), the 



A RhadC proprictrcv o f  rli~n land 

provlncc cli~cf war annoyed at what hc described as the highlanders' belicf 
that they owned all of the land and everything on it. Confl~ct ensued when 
Victnamccc sought to settle on land or fish in some of  the streams. 

We met with the three highland asri~tants the prnvlncc chief had men- 
tioncd. As was nntcd previously, Y Blieng Hmok had studied in Qui Nhon 
and subsequently worked in the French administration. Whcn the Viet 
Minh assumed control ofthe highland5 in August 1945, Y Ulleng was one 
of the highland leaders who jolned them. Not long after, however, he 
rcturned to his civil service post a t  Uan Mc Thuot. Y Dhuat Nie Kdam had 
received training in Huc, and in 1!)54 Y Blu Nie Buon IJncng war among 
the firct highlanders to study at the Administration School 111 Dalat. All 
three, therefore, wcre wcll verscd In thc Vietnamese language. From them 
wc obtained information on thc Rhadi  land tenure system. 

According to Rliadi. legcnd, thc original owners of  all latid were 
rncmbcrs of thc Nie Kdam clan, but since thcy did not work hard in their 
fields they wcrr fnrccd In time to relinquish land to other clans (all RhadC 
clans are organized into two phratries-the Eban, which includcs c l ~ n s  
with other names sucll as Hmok, Aytln. Buon Krong, Mlo, Hdok, Kbunr, 
Kn~il  (or Knuol), and Hwing, and the Nie, which includes clan names 
beginning with "Nie" and thc Buon To). Clans c la~m ccrtain territory, the 
boundancs ofwhich are known to mcmbcrs. Thc guardian oftliis territory 
is thepo Ion (proprietor of thr  land), and this normally is the eldest female of  



that part of the clan that claims ownership and lives in the territory. She 
protccts the land for thc clan, designating u.ho can fa1 m, hunt, f k ,  and cut 
timber in thc territory. She 31~0 has a numbcr ofduties, such as marking thc 
boundaria of the land, periodically performing rituals for clan ancestors, 
and dcaling with any violations of clan land. 

Wicke~t and I wcrc warmly adcomed by thc American missionaries, 
Revercnd N. l<obtrt Ziemcr and Revercnd Edward Mangham. (Gordon 
Smith, who had founded thc mission, and his family had moved to a new- 
mission thcy were organizing for the World Evangelization Crusade in 
Danang.) W e  discussed thc rclations betm-ccn the highlandrrs and 
Vietnamcw, and the two missinnaries outlincd some ofthc complaints they 
had rcccivcd from RhadC in their congrcgation. They conccrnrd the claim 
that Victnamese u-ere scttling on land owned by the RhadG, the collapsc of 
thc villagc medical program clrganircd hp thr French, the supcrimpsition 
of a Victnamese administrative system on Rhad6 village's without regard 
for indigenous leadership, and what the Khadi considrrrd the arrogant 
actitudc of the Vietnamesc in general. The missionarirs also agrccd to 
provide us with Rhadi. interprctcrs to visit villagc-s. Wc interviewed in 
Buon Air-A, Buon Kosirr, and Buctn Pan Lam, all in the vicinity of Ban 
Mc. l'hur>t. Thc villagers, likc thc Rhadt civil wrvants, cmphasizcd that 
they did not daim all of the land but only ccrtain territoricx that WCrC rvc.11 
delineated. 

Although our intrrviews wcrr focused o n  land tenure and othcr aspects 

of Rhadi society, thc intervicwce invariably began to complain about 
thr Virtnamcx. As the missiat~aries had indicated, thcy wrrr conccrnrd 
about Vietnamcw taking land claimed by RhadP. In mid-1956 northern 
Vietnarnrw rcfugccx werc scttlcd in two largr villagcs (i la Lan A and Ha 
Lan B), located along Routc. 14 thirty-two kilomctcrs north of Han M c  

Thuot. Thc villagers citcd casrs o f t h w  sc-ttlers and other squatters moving 
onto land that Rhadt villagers had cleared in preparation for planting. 
'T'htre also was rrsentmcnt among the villagcrs and civil scrvants ovcr what 
they considcrrd discrimination against thcm in the administration. Thosr 
working in the provincial serviccrs had been traincd by the French. md 
now that thc administration was Vietnamizrd they fclt alit-nated. Thr large 
influx of Victnamese was cicarly a thrcat to thc Khadi, who fcarrd that 
thcy wtluld soon bc outnumbcrcd. 

The Rhadi. bdlagers also voluntccrrd information on the "Virt Minh" 
(as thcy continued to call the Vict Cong). Thcy said that "many" (estimat~s 



were around 5,000 to 6,000) from Darlac went north after the Geneva 
Agrremrnts. They also said that Rhadt and Vietnamese guerrillas wrrc 
operating in the morc rcmotc parts of the prorincc. There were reports of 
Vietnamc-sc. cadrcmm completely adapting to Rhadi ways, such as wear- 
ing loincloths and brcsking thcir tccth (which the Rhad; traditionally did 
in a puberty rite). Communist propaganda continud with the same thernc 
of "autonomy for thc highlanders" as it had during the Indochina War. 
Broadcasts in Khadi. and Jarai uycrc hcing beamed to the highlands on 

Radio Hant~i. 
Ovcr an incredibly bad mad, rvr. journcycd to Ban Don where we met 

with Y Keo (Ama Kham Suk), the ncphcw of Khunjanob and judge for the 
Ban Mc. Thuot highland- law court. He w a s  a plcasant, stout man who 
worc a Lao sarong and livcd in a Lao stylc house. He proudly displayed his 
French mcdals and awards and explained that he travc.1c.d to Uan Mc Thuot 
for fivcdayscach month to hrar cascs a t  thr court. H c  alm outlincd thc land 
tcnurc system of the Rhadi.. da t ing  it tn thc kinship system as thc others 
had donc. As we were le~ving, elephants wTc.n. gathering by thc housc. and 
Y KLW pointed out that thcy urould so011 form a trade caravan to go to 
southern Laos, inquiring whcthcr wc might be interested in joining it. 

Back in Ban Mc Thuot, I met with Father Roger Bianchetti, a mcmbcr 
of the Kontum Mission. who was training young highlanders to cultivate 
c o f f ~ ~  and prnccss the beans for sale. He c-chord the samr views as thc 
American missiclnaries concerning the highlanders' complaints about thr 
Vietnamcrc-. tic. madc the observation that the highlandc-rs felt likc "cr~n- 
quered prr>plc." 

Luaving Ban Mc. Thuot on Rnutc I4 in thc direction of Plciku, Wickrrt 
and I stoppd near thc northern Vietnamese refi~gee villages to visit thc 
small group of p u n g  Americans spoilsorcd by the International 
Voluntary Srrvicc-s (IVS), ;I private organization that had bwn fimndcd in 
1953. The purpose rlf  IVS was to rccruit trained technicians to work in 
ruraI drvrlopmcnt projects. and in 1956 1VS signed a contract with 
USOM for volunteers to comc to Vietnam. Thu small group in the 
highlands illclud~d thr first voluntrcrs to arrivr, and thcy had bcgutl work 
in Fcbruary 1957. Initially they had agricultural and nursing programs for 
the Virtnamcsc scttlcrs, and subsequently they began working among thr 
highland villagers. Evrntually theY organized thc Ea Kmat Sccd 
Propagation Cxntcr Ilcar Han Mc Thuot. and it grew into an important 
agricultural developmmt station. 



North of Iluon Ho (scc map 4) I<m~tc. 14 ran through thc heavily 
rvoodcd, rocky Mount Ilrch pass (whrrr in 1954 thc French army Mobilc 
Group IOU had suffcrd its last ambush by the Viet Minh). Jarai villages 
k g a n  to appear along the road as it ascended a grwn and undulating 
plateau that swept up to the Hodrung peak (a sacred place for the Jarai who 
bclirvc that it was at this pcak that thcir anccstors cmcrgcd from the 
subtcrranca~~ world). Not far from thc pcak was the town of Ylriku, which 
in I957 was a small town with only scvcral thousand inhabitants. Much of 
it was hidden under pines, the only trees in the vicinity. 'l'he province 
chicf's houst: (thc former r k s i h e )  was built on piling and had a large 
veranda. Nearby was a collection of Jarai Hodrung longhouscs. A 
Victnamcsc scttlcment had sprung up  along Route 14, with opcn-front 
shops, a small markct, and a gasoline station. 

In l'lciku, Wickert and I met with provincial officials to discuss their 
views on thc current situation and land dcvclopmcnt. The Victnamcsc 
province chief (who not long aEwr was killcd in an automobilc accidcnt) 
dc-cnbcd relations bctwccn lowland and highland pcrlplc as bcing wry  
gcwd. Highlanders in thc civil wrvicc participatrd in social gatherings with 
the Vietnamese. The province chief himsclf wcnt to highland village 
cclt-brations, where hc. ate the food (noting that hr did this in spite ofit not 
bcing "sanitary") but hc only prctcndc.d to drink from the jars. It was, he 
felt, nccc-uary to show rcxpcct (although he admitted that hr did not like 
thc-ir habit of going about half n a k d ,  and hc. wished that the men would 
wear trousers instcad of thc bricf l o i~doth ) .  Thc provincc chicf drc1arc.d 
that land tenurn was a problem kcausc thc Jarai (whom he dcscrihcd as thc. 
only ethnic group in the provincc) only claim thc land they arc farming 
and they move constantly because of their farming methods. 

Interviews with highland civil servants and villagers proved the prov- 
ince chief wrong. In addition to tht. Jarai, Pleiku also had numcrous 
Bahnar. Farming mc-thods varied from swidden to permanent paddy 
farming. Permanently used land, such as paddy fields, gardens, and house 
sitcs, is considered family property and is inherited through the female line. 
A family has usufruct of its swiddrns whrthtrr they arc. bcing f a r m 4  or arc 
fallowing. 

As in Darlac, many of  thc. highland vi1lagc.m and civil sc-rvants wc 
cncnuntcrcd complaincd about ill trcatmcnt by thc Victnamcse. 
Vietnamese soldiers sometimes entered villagrs to steal animals. In thc 
Ple~ku markrt, Victnamcw would pluck fruits and vcgrtablcs from thc 



highla11dc.n' backbaskcts. 1llitc.ratr 1iiglllandc.r~ wtrc cotlstantly bcirlg 
chc=ltr-d by mr.rchnnts hccnuw they could not understand thc numbers c m  
tht ncw piastcr notc~. As in I Iarlac, wmc of thr civil scrvants c.xptcsxd thc 
vicw that thcy w-crc rclcgated to all infcrirlr status by th r  Virtiaarnesc 
tdiicials. 

North of I'lc.ik11, Routc 1 4 ran closc ttl Lakc Tr.~inc.ung. a placid body of 
rvatcr located it) a decp dcpressiotl. According to  Jarai legcnd. a Cham 
army invading the highlands was druwnrd in this lakc. Beyorid thc lakc, 
thc road entered thc twisting Mount Pao pass and dcxtnded into thc valley 
where K o ~ ~ t u r n  swcd on thc. bank ofthc 131a rivcr. Konturn had thc look of 
bAng an oldcr cow11 than any ocher in thc highlands. I t  also had a certain 
charm. Although none of the strrrts wrcrc. pavcd. thc row of shop-housrx 
by the old markct wcrc of wcathcrcd masonry and a fcw had rococo 
carvings. Thc tilc rm,f:~ looked as if thcy had cndurud many rainy scasuns. 
The rcsidcntial sr.ctk11 had widc strcrts, and thc Victnamcsr. houws wcrc 
large, with wattled mud walls paintcd whitc. or powdcr blur. Each housc 
\\?as sct it> a sizable plot, much clt^which was dcvotrd tu c-xtensivc vcgctable 
gardros, fruit trrr-5, 2nd patchcs of  flowr-rs. Somc of thc Bahnar villagc-s, 
such as KOH ltuhai, werr really part of the town, and their houscs with 
wattlcd walls and tilc roofs (but still built o n  piling) rcflccted thc long years 
of Vietnamcsc influuncc in Kontum. 

At thc northrm d g c  of the town alor~g Routc 14, the I I C W I ~  arrived 
Amcrican MAAG drtachmcnt was housud i n  tents. In tllc cwning they 
shnwcd ~ O V I L T  on an outdoor scrrr.11, attracting many Vietnamrw and 
highlandcrs (who, by their reactions, clearly sympathizrd with thc Indians 
in the western movies). 

'I'hc province chicf complained about thc lack of trained highlanders for 
positions in thc administration. The r~3ult was that only one of thc four 
district chiefs was a highlander. He also w~iced discontent cxcr the way thc 
highlandcrs (whom hc. describrd as "lazy") farmed. It was destructivc, and 
he pbnncd to end it by launching a fi~rrst conscrvatioli program. Tca, 
coffke, and pcppcr cstates could bc established in the province. 

Wc urcnt to pay uur respects to Bishop Paul Scitz, head of the Konturn 
Mission. ' f ie  bishop came down the steps of the large.. rambling Norman- 
style mission headquarters to greet us. A storm wasjust beginning. and he 
prescntcd a dramatic figure with his black soutane, grcying beard, and 
penetrating eyes. In his book-linrd ofice we discussed the relations be- 
twccti thc highlarlders and Victnamcw in Konturn. The two groups had 



lived in proximity for many ycars in Kontum, and thc bishop felt that it 
had k m  beneficial for thc highlanders. They had rctaincd thrir way of lifc 
but had learncd many things from the Victnarnese, such as better garden- 
ing and farming methods (hc n o t 4  that there was cxtctlsivc. pemanrnt 
field cultivarion by highlandrrs in the vicinity of Kontum). The high- 
landers. hc fclt, must dcvclup both socially and economically to avoid 
being o\-crwhc-lmed by the more advanccd Virtnamcsc. 

As in Ban Me Thuot and P l d u ,  thc highland villagers and civil sc-rvants 
were most ccclopr-rativc in prrwiding information on their land tcnurc 
systems. Thc Jarai near Kontum had thc same tenure as thc Pleiku Jarai. 
The Bahnar Johng, however, had villagc tcrritorirs in which thc residents 
farmed. The uw of this territory (land, streams, and trecs) was carefully 
controlled by the villagc cldcrs (krtr). Fields clow to Kontum that ~ ~ e r c .  
farmed permantmtly. however, bclonged to irldividuals and families. Thc 
Sedarlg also had village tcrritr>nt-s similar to thosr of thc Bahnar. 

The most imprt-ssivt. highlander tncountcrcd in Kontum was Paul Nur 
(1.13). a man with a brording air, who was bitter about thc V i c t n a r n ~ ~  
trcatmctlt of highland pcoplc. He was scrvi~ig as a schoolmaster, and hr 
cited cxarnplcs of highland civil servants and teachcrs hc-ing accordcd 
secotld class status by thc Victnamcx. Hc also said that male villagers wcrc 
rxpcctcd to d o  corviu. on roads for twenty to thirty days a F a r .  Although 
thcy \x~;.cn. suppored to rcccivc 40 pinstcrs a day, thcy 11rvt-r reccivcd any 
comptnsation. 

h~ ordcr to obtain somc data on Scdang land tcnurc rvc travdcd north- 
ward alung Route 14. Abok-e Kotltum thr- road pas=-d through thickly 
woodcd country past some Bahnar villages. At Kon Horing, a largc 
Scdang wtdcmcnt ncsr the road, thc schoolmaster prr~vided information 
on land tenure. W e  also obtained additional data in I>ak ?'o and in \~iIlagcs 
north ofthat town. The Frcnch prics:s 5om the Kontum Mission livcd in 
villagcs in this area. Thcir style of lifc was little digcrcnt from that of the 
highlanders around them. In onc village the French priest kindly invited us 
tr, share his meal of wild boar. In addition to discussing somc Scdang 
customs and some aspccts ofland tcnure, 11c relatcd the story ofhow he had 
hidden thrce downed U.S. airmen during World War 11. 

From Dak Tn urr rctumed to Kontum and then drove south on Rourc 
14 to the juncture of Itoutc 7 near Plriku and procc-eded to Ch-3 Keo. 
Routc 7 wound down from the plateau in a southcastcrly direction 
through country that was only sparstly forcstcd but had many cscarpmcnts 



and curiously s1lapc.d hills. Lrlcatrd at the confl UCIICC of thc Ayun and Apa 
rivers, Chm RLW was litde morc than a collcction ofJarai villagrx, most of 
them wtablishcd by mcmbcrs of thr clitc R c t ~ m  clan. the first to wttlc. in 
this arra. Thcre wen- a fcw small administrative buildings (Chco Rco was 
a district headquarters), a school, and somc Vietnarn~~ shops built of 
wattlcd walls and thatchcd roofs. W c  were grrrtcd by Nay Mnul ('2.17), 
a huskv man with a thick, large face (he was one of thc first highlanders to 
join the Frcnch army in 193 1). 1 Ic had marricd Rcom H'ban, daughtcr of 
thc timed Jarai chic-f Nay Nui CL. 1 1 ) .  Both arc good examplcs of thc Jarai 
bdicf tllat crrtain individuals arc faavorcd by a spirit called Yar~g Rong and 
consequently havc charisma (dh~rt). Such persons arc drycribcd as krriiih and 
are prcdcstind to kadr-rship. With both, this charisma was manifest in 
unusual physical strength and courage. This charisma enabled Nay Nui to 

marry a woman of the prr-stigious Kcrlm clan, and when this linirjn 
prowd auspi~ious hc arranged tbr Nay Moll1 to marry his daughtcr, thus 
establishing a pattcrrl in Chco Rco for mcn ofthe Nay clan to wcd wornr.11 
of thc- Rcom clan. 

Wc gladly accepted Nay Moul's invitation to stay at the very largc 
Ionghnuse that Nay Nui had built matly years bc-fi~rc (the oId chicf 1ivc.d 
across thc river with a daughter). Whilc thcre. w c  gathcred intijrmntion on 
the land tmurc. systcm of the Jarai in thc Chco Rrrl arca. Eswntinlly it is the 
same as that of thcjarai fbdrung a t  I'lciku: paddy fields. gardens. and 
house sitcr bclong to thc family and arc passcd down through the frmalc 
lint while farnilics haw a usl~fruct of swiddcns, both those bcing hrmcd 
and tllow fallowing. 

I also obtained some informati011 on thc King of Firc and the King of 
Watcr. Nay MouI rclatcd that t h  filrmcr resided in a village north of C h m  
ltcuj not fdr from Routc 7. Every dry seasrln hc made a tnur of villages in 
the region to prrtijrrn rituals aimed at bringing rain for the crops and 
warding off epidemics- 

From C:hm Rm we rcturncd tlorth on Routc 7 to thcju~~cturt. of Route 
19. which w c  took to the ctlast. Toward thc cnd of thc Illdochina War in 
19.54. the Frcnch army Groupc Mohilc I00 had sudered a series of Viet 
Minh attacks on this road. Now. thrw years Iatcr, &err still were burned- 
out hulks of military vehiclcs almost hidden in thc grwn forr-st grrlwths 
along thc road. 1 ICTE' and thcrc wtrrsmnll conc-rt-te mcmorials tn the fallcn. 
Wc ruachcd Qui Nhon and went south along thc magnificur~t coast via 
Nhatrang to Saigon. 



Sinm Ban Mc 'l'huot was schedulcd t r ~  be the sitr for somc of the first 
Land Dcvdopment Ccntcrs, 1 dccidrd to fi3cus further inv~xtigation on the 
matter of land tenurc on somc of the RhadC \~llagcs and clans invrdvcd. In 
May 1957 1 returncd to Ban Mc Thuot. ~ccc~rnpanicd by Price Gittinger, 3 

staff membcr of the USOM Agricultural I)ivison, who was conducting 
most of thc research for the proposcd land rchrm program. At Ran Mr 
Thuot we cc~nsulted with Ccllonel Lc Van Kim, director ot̂  the Land 
l)evelopmcnt Program in the highlands. An alert, intelligent man with 
considcrablc cxpcriencc in the region, Kim was very well awarc. 
of the problems involvrd in his program bccauw of Rhadt land claims. Hc. 
had hrcomc familiar with the Rhadi. land tcnurc. systcm, so hc had formcd 
a committee consisting of himself. several of his Vietnamcw officers (who 
wcrc ltrarning to spcak Khade], the district chicf, and some notabl~x from 
local KhadP villages. The Rhadt village of Huon Kroa nc3r Dan MC Thut~t 
was to hc the sitc of the first Land Dcvclopment Ccntrr. When the 
agricultural fair was hcld in February 1937, thc. romrnittrr. agreed to pay 
thc village 10,000 piasters for five hcctarc-s to uw as a drmomtration plot to 
indicatc that implcmcntation of the program was beginning. 

Gittingcr and I mrt with Khadt? civil servants and villag leaders t c~  
discuss the possibility of lalid h n g  sold or leased to the govcrnment. Thc 
consensus was that thr. govcrnment could take any land not claimed. Clan 
land. howcvcr, was inalienable according to Rhadi. tradition, but it might 
hc Irawd. They pointed out that somc of thr. French plantations wrtc on 
clan or villagc land leascd for ni~luty-nine ycars (a Atail ~rr~pky t l rbo~iqrr~) .  
They also tlcltrd that mnst r ~ f  the land around HUOII Kroa bclongc-d to thc 
Eban clan, and the crlrrcnt guardian (po Iatt) was an ddcrly woman namcd 
H'deo Ehan. 

We went to Buon Kroa, and the villagers provided an clcphant to 
transport us through thc thick fnrcst trl the swiddcn vryhcrc. the villagers 
urcrr busy planting their crops. We found H'dco Eban in thc middle of a 
field bcing sown that day, sitting amidst somr jars of alcohol. Nearby, 
some rncn urcrr. striking gongs that providcd a rhythm h r  rows of rncn 
who mowd along making ho1c-s with dibble sticks in the reddish mil. 
Behind them, womcll followed. stouping to drop sccds h m  3 hamboo 
tubc into the holrs. I'hcn, with thc scllid end of thc tube they pushed dirt 
into cach holr and tamped the soil. As we brgan discussing the land 
quc-stion with H'deo Ehan, the gong players and somc of the plantcrs came 
tr, join in the conwnation. 



H'dro Eban was annoycd bccausr wmc. of thc Eban land had ku.n taken 
Fur land devrlopmmt and she had ncwr bccrl consulted by LC Van Kim's 
mmmittcc. She and the others pointcd out (hat in the past paymcnts had 
bcm made to land guardians and vi11agcs (or plantation lands. Since 1951, 
h~wc\?cr, thtw paymcnts had ceaxd. OIIC marl stated, "nc. government is 
stronger than we, so w c  must d o  what it wants, just as w e  had to do what 
the French walltcd." I-l'dcc~ Eban finally sgrcrd to mmt with Kim's 
cornmittre to discuss leasing Ebari land, althr~ugh she was vague about 
what thc compensation might be. One villagcr noted that most Klladi 
were unfamiliar with cash, and traditionally land was rmtrd for such 
things as a pig, a large old jar, or a wtlmarl's skirt. 

Gittingr and I thcn consulted with various RhadP and Victnamese 
clfficials ( includi~i~ Y K m ,  thrjudgc living in Ran Don). A11 agrccd that a 
cornmissi:lon of Victnamcx atld Rhadi be ft~rrncd to negotiate with local 
village   lo tables and clan land guardians to work out thc land qucytion. We 
re turn4  to Saigon and in June 1957 subrnittcd scparate reports. Gittinger's 
report fi~curcd on Rhadk land rights, particularly in the Uuon Kroa 
situation. H e  recommcndcd that the Rhadi. land claims be honored and, 
rvhcrc Vietnamcx were to be wttlcd on clan lands, thc guardans be givrn 
compensation. Lr  Van Kim's comrrlittcu. was citcd as one means of coping 
with thcsc claims. Hc also poi~itcd out that a failure to r c ~ d v c  such land 
claims would gciirratc discontent among thc highlanders, making them 
more susccptiblu to Communist propaganda. In addition, he rcrommcnd- 
c-d that "USOM, on its sidc, should support such a gcncral land tenurr 
accord, and should make it a condition of its coiltinuing support for land 
dcvclopmen t projects. " 26 

My rcpclrt containcd thc same recommcndation concerning thc need to 
r m l v r  highlander land claims, and it also favored the formation of a 
commission such as thc one orgailizcd by LC Van Kim. Furthermore, it 
summarized thc findings on land tenure and related aspects of the various 
cthnic g r t ~ ~ p s '  social organization. on agriculture. and on Communist 
activitirs that had bet-n gathcrcd during both field trips. It also presented 
some of the vicvvs expressed by the provincc chefs and the highlanders 
regarding the Vietnamese. Includcd were some hstorical data that had 
been gathcrcd at cht National Muscum in Saigon. Sincc this rcport was to 

%. J. I'rirc C;ittingc'r. "~I~muw in Ban M c  -1hlu1t Land IX-vclopmenr I'rrjcm: Situat~nn and 
Rrra)mrncndaLit)ns (Summarv)." rnirncl>gr~phcd (Saigon, 18 Junr 1957). 



bc scnt to I'rrsident Ilicm and r ~ t h e r  governmcnt officials. it was dccided to 
have a Frcnch version."' 

According to Wcslry Fishcl. Chief Advisor of thc MSUG, Diem was 
very upsct by my wport. particularly chc section about the highlandrrs' 
attitudes toward thc Vir-tnamix. (Typical of thc dirca quotaticms mrcrc.: 
"'Ike Victnamm talk equality, but they don't mean what thcy say. In thAr 
hearts thcy want to dominatr us. Thcy are colonialists. 'Ihc Frrncll wcrc 
bad a t  thc mouth, but in their hearts thtry wcrc good" and "The 
Vietnamcsc think thcy all arc mandarins."). Ilicm 3rrangc-d a flight to Ran 
Mc Thuot, wherc, forewarned of his purpose, the pmvince officials had 
some Rhadi- notablcs whom they drtxw-d in Virtnamcw clothes greet him 
with a f c n  Vietnam~yr words at thc airstrip. Iliem rctumed to Saigon and 
told Fishel that thtr report was inaccurate. The highland pcople, hc said, 
bved thc Viecnamcw. and dcsired to cmtilatc them. 

But thc harshcst criticism of my rc-port (and Gittingrr's as well) came 
from Wolf Ladcjinsky, a land rcform "cxpcrt" for I1ir.m. Hr had bwn 
telling 1)icm that it was thc richcst region in Vietnam. At the MSUG 
r~ficcs hc ranted that the rcport "wx the worst ever issucd" by the group. 
"How do you expca the govcrnrncnt to dcal with t h w  children?" was his 
comment regarding my rrcommcndations for revolving land claims. I 
rctortrd that if he opr-rated o n  the premisc that the highlanders were 
"childrct~" he would not gct far in any dealings with them. Thtn he addc-cl. 
"They look out thc window and say 'I own all the land 1 see'," to which I 
respond4 that such a statement only demonstrated that he had not rcad the 
report. Gittinger's rc-port was withdrawn by USOM and lockcd in a saft.. 
M y  report, howcvrr, was allowed by Fishcl to circulate withnut changes. 
Noncthclcss, both Gittingcr and 1 wcrr in disfavor (imr of thr. few who 
supported our views was Bernard Fall). Worst of all, it was quictly agr~vd 
in the American mission that thc Land 1)cvelopmcnt Program would 
movr ahead without rcgard t i ~ r  highlander land daims. 

According to Bui Van Luong, it was understood in Saigon that com- 
pensation to thc highlanders for land expropriated by the govc-rnmcnt (this 
would not be a lcase but a forccd sale) wc~uld bc in thc ftmn of a watcr 
buffalo a r  a jar of ncc alcohol. Rcports from Ban M c  Thuot, ~ O H T X T ~ ,  

indicated that Le Van Kim was making cash pparncnts for land, and by mid- 
1!157 Ilc already had cxpendrd somc 30,OIN piasters in Darlac prnvincc. 



This information annoyed l'rcsidcnt Ilicm and his brother Nhu, who klt 
that thcrc was no nccd for ncgntiation or compclisation. Kim was rrrntn-c-d 
from his post (~ubsc.~uc-ntl~ hr bccamc. dirrcrtlr of the new Military 
Academy- in Dalat). 

The Land l~cvclopmcnt Program rnovcd ahcad. Thc centers were called 
Dinh DiEn, the same term used historically for civilian settlements ill the 
Victnamrsr "advancc southward." Now, in many rc-spr-cts, the "advancr 
wrstward" that had charactcrizc-d the eighteenth century expansiorl of the 
Victnamcsc into thc Mckong river dclta was continuing in the highlands. 
T h r  settlers included northern Catholic refugees. landless peasants from the 
coastal plain. Civil Chard pcrsonncl with their dependents and demobi- 
lizcd soldiers. As in the historical advancc southward, thc'rc' also wcrc social 
undcsirablcs and political cxilcs. Many rnovcd voluntarily and somr wcrc. 
lured to thc highlands with promism of fcrtilc land and idcal agricultural 
conditions. Thcrc were how, howcrycr. who wcrc forcibly rclocattrd. 

As of July 1959 thew wt-rc' 37 Land Development Centers-2 1 in 
Ylelku, 8 in Darlac, IL in Kontum, and 6 in newly established Quang Duc 
province. They had a total of 44,109 inhabitants, and 1 1.01 6 hcctarcs had 
h e n  dcarcd. In addltion to growing somc rice and kitchcn gardcn sccond- 
ary  crops, thc scttlcrs also wcrc cultivating ruhhcr, ramic, kmaf, cc>ffc, and 
cotton.2n 

Although thc highla~~dcr r~cttlcmcnt schcmc was mnsidcrcd to br part 
of thc Land 1)cvcloprnent Program. it actually had bcgun in 1955 whcn six 
nrw scttlcmmts containing somc 1,894 it~habitat~ts wcrc- cstablishcd (it is 
not clear whrthrr or not thcy wcrc war rcfugccs). By I95ti there wrrt. nine 
ncw villagcs with 2,800 pcoplc. With thc 19.57 Lalid Dcvr.lopment 
Program thc rcscttlcmcnt of highlanders incrrawd, and as of 1958 there 
werc 38 ncw cummunitics in Ilarlac, Plciku, Kontum, and Quang I h c  
provincm with 26.19 1 inhabitants (we map 5).'' 

As part of thc cffort ro bring Victnamm culturc ti] thc. highlands, many 
place names were c-hangtd during this p e r i d .  Cheo Reo bccamc Hau Bon 
and Ban M e  Thuot was now c~llcd Lac Giao (no one used eithcr of thcsc 
ncw namrs). Iljiring was changd to 131 Linh and Blat, to Bar] Loc. The 
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highlander law courts were not officially abolished, but Tounch I Ian llang 
dated  how the judges' stipends wcrc discr~ntinurd. -1'he intcnt apparently 
was to let thc courts languish in the hopc that thcy xvould fadr. away so that 
Victnamcsr. laws muld be put in to  cffcct among the highlanders. 

Some o f  thc Victnamc-sc. provincial administrstr>rs had their own mcans 
of trying to altcr highland traditions. In I Iarlac. thr province chief forbade 
thc Rhadi. to wear loincloths when thry cntc-rt-d thr town, requiring thcm 
t o  bc garbd in skirt and trousers. In l'lciku. tjficials ordered Jarai rcfugc:~ 
to build t k i r  new houses on thc grr~ulid, Vietnarnme stylc, rathcr than on 
piling as was  their custom. 



2 RISING ETHNONATIONALISM 
AND INSURGENCY 

The pcacc that had come to the highlands after thc Cicncva Agreements 
was all too bricf. Ethnonationalism, which for a long timc had bren 
stcadily growing, suddcnly i11tcnsifit.d in 1958 with thc appcarancr of a 
movcmcnt namcd "Bajaraka." a combination of the key Icttcrs of Bahnar, 
Jarai, Rhadi, and Koho, rcflccting a following drawn from the major 
ethnic groups. With a flag deigned to appcal to all of the prc~plc of the 
ccntral highlands, Bajaraka was the first explicitly political movement that 
had cvcr ariwn in thc mountain ct,untq7. Its birth marked the beginning of 
a long, somctimcs violent pcnod of dissidence. 

The md of thc drcadr a l w  witnessed a reappcarancc of thc Communist 

insurgency that had h ~ ~ n  as widespread as thc Viet Minh movement 
during thc Indochina War and that since 1954 had bccn quicscxrmt while it 
reorganized and rccruitcd. The Ilicm government called thcsc insurgrnts 
thc "Viet Gng"  (a shortcnd vrrsiilon of "Vitt Nam Ctjng Sin" or 
"Vietnamesc Cnmmunists"). In 1lc.cc.mbrr 1960 the movcmctlt formally 
proclaimed itsclf tc~ bc "?'hc. National Liberation Front of South Vietnam" 
(usually knt~wn as thc NLF) and described itself as bring indigenous to 
South Vietnam, indcpcndcnt of Hanoi (this proved to bc a fiction). AS 
fighting bctwccn thc Vict Cong and government forccs sprcad, the high- 
landers agaln found thcrnsc1vc.s caught in the cross fire. The sounds af vicr 
lencr, the appearancr of refugees on the roads, and thc burning villages all 
signaled the cnd to that flwting a f ~ r n o o n  of tranquillity bctwccn the wars. 

- W E  BAJAKAKA MOVEMEN'I' 

The Iliem government's attempt to craw ethnic boundarilrs as a rncans of 
attaining national integration was singularly unsucctu;sful. When. within 



the framework of "nation-building," such strategies as thr Land 
Development Program were formulated in Saigon, there was never the 
slightest suspicion that thcy might triggrr dissidcncr among thc highland- 
ers. As a mattrr of fact there was a grrat dcal to indicate that lliem and 
other high oficials in the gcwemmcnt frlt that the highlandcrs ought to bc 
grateful for the opportunity to lcarn Vietnamese ways. Among many of 
the Americans in Saigon-including sumc of thc- MSUC; political 
scientists-thc Vietnamcsc government's approach t r ~  the minoritir-s was 
vicwcd as d i c a c i ~ u s :  "nation-building" could bc acl~icvcd morc cffrc- 
tively by replacing ethnic loyalties with tir3 to thc state. My own view, 
rcflcctcd i n  my report on the highlands, was that fc>rctd assimilatic~n would 
only gencratc rc-stmtrnent. It would bc more advisable to allow thc high- 
landers and other ethnic minorities to retain thcir cthnic idcntitics and 
work out for thr.mselvcs a wdldefincd place in thc national framework. 
This would bc an "integrative revolution," to usc C~ertz's terms, that 
would bring about an adjustment of primordial-in this casc ethnic -tics 
and civil attachments. ' 

One group of young, educated highlanders felt thc policies of thr. Ilicm 
govmment rcinforccd, rather than rcducd, their scnw of ethnic identity. 
particularly the common idcntity ofbcing highlandcrs. 'l'hc rcsult was the 
first indigenous rthnonationalist movcmrnt to appcar in the ccntral high- 
lands. Barth sees such young lcadcrs as "agcnts of changc," members of a 
L. new ditc," i x . ,  persons "with grcater contact and morc dcpcndencc on 
the goods and organizations of industrialized socirties," and observcd that 
"in thcir pursuit of participatiull in wider social systems tn obtain new 
fi~rms of valuc" such agents of changc had three stratcgic3 opcn to thtm.' 
'Ike first was to btvrornc inccjrporatd in the largcrsociety. Thc wcond was 
to accept "minnrity status," in which casc thry would "accommodatc to 
and seek to rculuce their minority disabilities by cncapsularing all cultural 
differentiac in sectors of nonarticularion. whilc participating in thc larger 
systcm of the industrializcd group in the other sectors of activity." Their 
third choice was to cmphasizr tht-ir ethnic identity, "using it to develop 
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New Snm." in O M  Sxicrrm ad Ngir- S~dre=s, tcd CClithwcl Eiccrtz (New Y~wk: h. Frcr l'n-\r. IW3j. 
pp. 10s 5;. 

Y .  Frcdrik Ihrth. 1~ i~~nic  <;r,~ps mdBdff~~drric~ ~ 1 . 1 ~  Stvidl O r ~ ~ ~ i z a ~ i ~ ~ z  t ! [c~z t l~rm 1 1 f i w r 1 ~  (Htmon: 
Little. Brown. Iqfi9). pp. Y'I-33. 



ncw pc~sitions and patterns to organize activities in tho% scctors fbrmcrly 
not found in thtir s i c t y . "  

According to his analysis. in the first strattgy all cthnic group wtjuld 
"remain as a culturally conscn~ative, low-articulating cthnic 

group with lorv rank in thc larger social system." -1'ht: second would 
"probably lrad to an cvcntual assimil3tir,n of thc minority." Thr third 
strategy "gemcrates many of  the interesting movcrncnts that can be ob- 
scnrcd today. from natitism to new states." 'I'fie highlander agcnts of 
change settled on thc third choicc. 

Early in 1955 a group of higlllandcrs, most of them cmplovcd in thc 
provincial and education srrviccs, brgan to mcct in the KhadE villagc o f  
Buon Ale-A (\x?hc.rc- the Christian and Missionary Alliance church was 
located) to discum thcir gric\~ancc= against thc new govcrtiment of Ngo 
Dinh l'licm and thAr hops for the fiuturc of the hiehland peoplc. One of 
the group's organixrs was 3 young RhndC named Y Thih Eban (5.21, a 

stocky man with an ttasygoing manner that masked intcnsc fwlings about 
the survival of thr highlanders. Born in 1932, Y I k h  had bccn bruught up  
in Bum Ale-A and had spent considerable timc with Y 1'10 Ehan, thc 
talrnted RhadC tcachcr who joincd the Viet Minh in 1943 and dicd when 
hr left with the Vict Minh after the return of the French. In discussing his 
own background, Y 'Thih continually refcrrd to thc strong influence Y 
Plo's spirit and ctlurage had had on his dcvc-lopmcnc. 

Y Thih rcccivrd his primary education at thr Groupe Scolaire Ant* 
maruhi in Rnn Mc. Thuot and the FrancwJarai School in l'lciku. Aftcr 
rccciving his I'rimary School Certificate in 1!)49, he complrrted a one-year 
clcrical training cuursc at the Colltgr Sabaticr. Hr. became a Christiatl in 
1950, joining the Protestant congregation in Buon Alc-A, and marrirrd 
H'wick Nic I Irah, daughtcr of the respctcd Rhadt tcacher Y Toch Mlo 
lluon (5.1). It was Y Toeh's son Y Ham Nitr Hrah (5.4) who won Gordon 
Smith's praisc as his most adcpt Bible studcnt and whrl went on to become 
in 1 9 3  the first highlander tn br ordaincd a pastor in thc Christian and 
Missionary Allianct. 

In 1950 Y Thih hcamc an accountant in the 1)arlac Provincial Health 
Service, thcn under the direction of a French army physician. In 1955 Y 
Thih's fjmily was touched by the violmcc of war k ~ r  the first timc. His 
sistcr was serving as a nurse in thc I'lciku Provincc IIaspital and her 
husband was crnploycd in the I'ubIic Works. Whcn Kuntum fcll to thr 



Viet Minh, an assault was launched on t31ciku. and Y Thih's sister and hcr 
husband w u c  killed. 

Af'ter the Geneva Agreements, Y Thih found himsclf increasingly con- 
cerned about the future ofthe highland people. As the Vietnarncse influx in 
Darlac began, his concern turned to anxiety. He sought other highlanders 
who felt as he did and did not have to look very far. There werc thc same 
discontents and fears among his fellow highlanders who were emplogcd in 
the provincial wrviccs. In the Health Service they included Y Say Mlo 
Duon nu, Chief of the Personnel CJfftce (his sister's son. Y Wang Mlo 
Duon 1311, had joined the Vict Minh and rcmaincd with thcm); Y Ilhua 
Buon nap. a clerk; and Y Mot Nic Kdam. a malc nurse in thr Anti-Malaria 
Unit. All were RhadP. In addition thcrc wcrc two Bahnar. l'aul l)oi and 
Michcl I3ong. both clerks in thc province hospital. In the Education 
Service thcrc was Y Mo Eban (5.7), an afhnal kinsman of Y Thih's wifc.. 

This was the beginning of the Bajaraka cthnonatic~nalist movcmrnt. 
Blumer has described the initial stage in the formatinn of 3 spccific social 
movement as arising when pcoplc arc rcstlcss and uneasy: "Thry arc 
susceptiblr to appeals and suggestions that tap their discontent, and hencc. 
at this stage, the agitator is likely to play a n  important role." Y Thih was 
just such an agitator. bringing tngcthcr othcr highlandrrs in small group 
meetings in Buon Alr-A. At the first mertings, hcld carly in 195.3, thcy 
rxchans~d rxamplcs of discrimination against highlanders and outrases by 
thc Vict~lamcsc army. For cxamplc, military pc-rst~nnel would enter vil- 
lagcs to carry away animals, fruits, and garden produce. 'lhey even entered 
houses to steal sleeping mats, blankets, and personal bclnngings. In onc 
incident, when the villagers complaincd. thc soldicrs boasted that nrlw that 
the Victnamcsc rulcd thc highlanders they c-rwld do as thcy pleased. 

After several such meetings. thc group hrgan to discuss courses ofaction, 
finally settling on a plan to Form a sc-crct organization called LC Front pour 
la LiEration dcs Montagnards, which thry referred to as the FLM. Y Mot 
Nie Kdam was clccted prcsidcnt. and Y Thih became swretary, while Y 
Say Mlo I h o n  Du assumed the role of treasurer. Late in March 195.7 Y 
Thih nrotc a long lc-ttcr in RhadP to President llicm outlining what the 
highlanders expected of the gnvcrnmrnt. I t  rcquc-stcd an official govern- 



ment policy of rcsprrt fur highlander customs and traditions. Thc high- 
landers should also bc allowed the flag that had b t ~ n  authorized for them 
under the  crow^^ Ihmain of Uao Ilai. Thc 1cttc.r contained a plca for rqual 
trcatmrnt of highlanders and Vietnamese in thc civil scrvicr. and called for a 
wttlrmcnt of thc highlar~d pcwplc's land claims. Y Thih warned that thcrc 
might be Commu~lists among thc northern rcfugcc.~ rntnring into thc 
highlands. Y Thih addrcsscd a c l t~ ing  comment t c~  Ilicm himself: "You arc 
a f-athcr like a tiger and a mothcr likc a tigress; you care for us, but at the 
samc timc )?<)u claw us." (This usc of analogies draw11 from their own 
milieu was characteristic of thc highlandc-rs.) 'Ihc lcttcr was scnt by rrgular 
post, and copies were disseminated among the provilicial services in the 
highlands. Therc was 110 rcsponse or reacticln. hourcvrr, and Y Thih and his 
group could not drtcrminc whether or not 1)ic.m had received the lcttcr. 

Thc FLM gnmp continued to mwt during 1956, alcl~ough no activities 
urcrc undrrtakrn. At the beginning of 1957 the Health Scrvicc was re- 
organilxd and most of the FLM mcmhcrs were transfcrrcd to othcr 
provinces. Hut. instead of wcakctling their small movement, this change 
served to sprcad thc FLM net over a widcr area as the dispcrscd members 
rccruitcd new- membcrs. They all, in cffc-ct, became agitators. Y Thih was 
sent to I'lciku, when. he immediately formrd a new "sccrct cimnmittee" of 
othcr highlanders who sharcd his views. Among thcm were Y Bham 
Enuol. assistant to the Chicf of Agricultural Services. and Y Ju Eban. a 
fcllow xv.r.orkc.r in the hospital administration. Y Bham was horn at  Buon 
Ale-A in 1913. Hr. studied at the Francrhlthadb School and later a t  the 
Christian and Missionary f i a n c e  Bibls School. In thc c-arly 1940s 
Empcror Bao I la i  had launched a program to provide advanccd agricul- 
tural training for highlanders and Y Bham. accc~mpanird by another 
Rhadi, Y San Nic. was scnt to Tuym Quang in northern Victnam for a 
thrce-year course of studics at the- Ecole Nationalr d'Agrirulture. O n  his 
return to L>arlac, Y Bham was given the position ofTechnicd Agrnt in the 
Provincial Agricultural Scrvicc. He soon g a i n 4  the reputation of being a 

very capable and rcliablc civil servant, so hc was given cikd servicc status in 
the Cadre Indochinois of the colonial admitlistration. Y Ju Eban was born 
around 1935 in the villagc of Buon Tong Ju ncar Ban Me Thuot. A k r  k 
education at  thc FranctrRhadi Schod, hc took a position in thc. adminis- 
tration as a clerk. 

The new mcmbcrs in I'lciku includcd two Jarai: Siu Sipp. a h o  worked 



in the Pleiku district administration, and R'mah Liu, a sccrctary in thc 
Province Hospital. Siu Sipp was horn around 1927 at 1'1c-i Jut ncar I'lciku. 
After primary schord he joined the French army, attaining thc rank of 
srrgc-ant. Hc had just lcft the army and taken a position in the adminis- 
tration when he met Y Thih. R'mah Liu was born around 19Y9 at the 
important villagc of Plei Kly, south of Pleiku town on Route 14. He had 
studicd at the Franco-Jarai Sd~ool and the CollPge Sabaticr brfc~rt. jc>ining 
the administration. 

Of the other members in the original FLM group, Y Dhua Buon Dap 
was transfcrrcd to Ilong Nai Thuong province while Paul Doi and Michel 
I h n g  movcd to the hospital at Kontum. They. like Y 'Ihih, began to 
recruit new members of thc FLM. At the samc time, thc Ban Mc Thuot 
group continued to function and expand in mrmbrrship. 

According to Y Thih, recruitment for the FLM was relatively easy 
among highlanders who were c x p d  to the new Victnamtsc prc=nctr 
be~auw they were usually discantcnt. This was particularly truc of cdu- 
cared highlanders, most of whom werc employed in the administration as 
civil servants or teachers. ' 1 % ~ ~  werc French-trained, which nowr was a 
liability, and thcy cxperienccd a strong fecling of alienation in the new 
Victnamcsc schcrnr of things. Iliscontcnt also was spreading among high- 
land students. Touneh Han Tho rcports that in 1955, when hc was 
studying at the Colli+- d'Adran in Ualat, he and hs fdlow highlanders 
would mcct in thcir rooms to talk about thc changes taking place in thc 
region. (They heard much about this from their parents when they visited 
home.) The foll~awing ycar, when hc was at thc Lyck Ycrsin, Han Tho 
and othcr highland studcnts dccidcd to form some kind of organization. 
Onc of those advocating some kind of action was N a y  Luett (2.261, the 
brightat of thc highland studcnts at thc Lyck. 

Nay Luctt was born in May 1935 in Bon Mc Hing. south of Chco Rm, 
to a villagc family of rnodcst means. His mothcr. Nay Hyoi. xvas a Jarai 
Mdhur and his fathcr, Kpa Tlam, was a Hroy. As a child. hc displayed a 
remarkable brightness, whch was interpreted as a manifestation of kdrtih 
(the charisma attributed to thc spirits). This attractd thc attention of Nay 
Moul (2.17), the Jarai Ieadcr in Chco Rco. Iic arrangcd with Luctt's 
parents to takc thc boy to live at thc largc Rcom longhousc. Luctt studied 
at  thr Chm Rco primary school and thcn a t  thc Francr~Bahnar School in 
Kontum and in Ban Me Thuot at the CollPge Sabatier. N a y  Moul made it 
possible for hsm to enter thc Lyck Yersin. Hc also arranged a marriagc 



between Luctt and his daughter Rcom Horn, in keeping with the pattern 
of Nay malrs marrying Rcom females. 

Recruitment among the educatcd highlanders was successful not only 
bccauw of thrir disct,ntrnt but also becausc thcy cithcr knew onc anothcr 
or knew about one anothcr. Many had attended thc sarnc- schools- 
particularly in Kontum and Ban Mc Thuot. In addition, thcrc wcrc 
interlacing bonds of friendship, and thcrc also was an increasing number of 
rnarriag~y taking placc among the clitc familit= ofthe Bahnar,Jami. Rhadc, 
Chru, Lat, and Src (as thc kinship charts indicate). Thcsrr interpersonal 
relationships as wcll as the common awarcrlcss of their highlander ethnic 
idcntity in the hcc uftheir growing domination by thr Vietnamese. whom 
thcy rcgardrd as aliens in the highlands, provided the basis for the strtmg 
csprit dc corps that Blumer feels is so important in the initial phasc of any 
social rnt~vcrnent.~ 

Early in 1958 the Uan Me Thuot and l'lciku groups merged, and a ncw 
ccntral cc>mmitttrc- was fi~rrned. According to Y Thih, everyone reasoncd 
that sincc Y Uham Enuol was the cldcst (hc was born in 19 13) hc should hc 
prcsidcnt. The vice prrsidrnt was Y San Nic, who had studied at thc 
agriculturr school in Tuyen Quang with Y Bham. Y Thih was namcd 
secret'ary general, Siu Sipp bccamc trrasurc-r, and Y Ju Eban was appointed 
liaison agent with the other provincial committccs. Y Bhan Kpuor, a 
KhadG lieutenant in the army, bccamc rrprcx-ntative fbr the highland 
military pcrrsonnd. and Lt. 'Touprong Ya Ba (4.9) was app~inted com- 
mandcr of thc FLM's Etat Major (military headquarters). 

Y Dhon Adrong was n a m c -  rcprewntative of the highland students. Hc 
had been born in Buon Emap, ncar Ban Mc Thut~t,  around 1933. Aftcr 
cr~rnpleting his primary school training at tllc Groupc Smlaire 
Antomarch, he was acccptcd at the Lyde  Ycrsin in Ilalat and gained the 
distinaion of being the first highlander to receive thc First Baccalaureat. 
He taught in Ban M c  Thuot and in the mid-1930s was named Director of 
Primary Education at Lac Thirn (Poste du Lac) district in southern Darlac. 

Representatives for each highland province also wcrc srrlcrtrd. Paul Nur 
( I .  13) was the only representative of Kontum, but Ilciku had a delegation 
that includcd Siu Plung (1.23), Rahlan Yik, Siu Djit, and Siu Ja. lhc 
Ilarlac ddrrgtion was headed by Y Bih Alm, a filrmer civil servant who 
also had bc-cn in the Ciarde Indochinoise and had followed the Viet 
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Minh. latcr bccrlrning a Vict Cong lcadcr. A15n in  the I3arlac dclcgation 
'I~ICC was wcrc Y Ilu Nic. and Y Mu Ebatl (.i.7). Ilong Nai Thuong pro\ ' 

rcprwntcd by two Chru--Tou~~ch Yoh (4.10) and Tc~uneh l'han, a clrrk 
in the mtdical service-and a Lat namcd K'l'rh from thc Ilalat I-'olice 
Scnicc. 

&low the province lcvcl thcrc was a ct~mmittcc for cach district, and 
within the district a cr)rnmittee for cach canton. A canton normally had 
about nine villages within its boundarirs, and each village had 3 ccommittee. 
Y Thih claimed that a t  this time thc movrmcnt had an estimated 200,000 
followers. Among them wcrc- civil servants, schorll tachrrs. military 
pcrwnncl, mrmbr-rs of the police force, studrnts, and ordinary villagers. 

On 1 May 1958 the central committee. gathered in Plciku tn dccidc. 
future strategy. Addressing thc gathering in Khadb, which was ur~dcrstood 
by many ofthc educatcd highlanders who had studied in Han Mr. Thur~t, Y 
Jhih prr~pr~sc-d that they call their organization the Bajaraka Mowmcnt, a 

namcdcrivcd from the key lcttrrs in Bahtlar, Jarai, Rhadi. and Koho. This 
was accepted, as was Y Thih's design for a Bajaraka flag. Thc flag katurrd a 
rtd circle dualistically symbolizing thr "red wil of thc highlands" and "the 
blood shed by the highland p ~ l p l c  in their struggle for sunrival" set on a 
green background rcprrxnting "the grccn highland forc-sts." At tllc upper 
left corner were four whitr stars for the fi~ur highland provinces nf 
Kontum, I'lciku. Ilarlac, and Haut Donnai. (Thcy prrfrrred the French 
designation Haut Dunnai rathcr than thc. Vietnamcsc Ilong Nai Thuong.) 
The five p in t s  on each star rcprcscntrd the five districts in cach highland 
province. 

Afttrward the grievances of thc highlanders against thc ccntral govern- 
ment were aired and duly r~co rdcd .~  First, they cxprcssrd rcwntment at 
thc loss of thc. wmiautrmomy thcy had cnjoytd under thc Frcnch, and they 
ntltcd that this changc of status had takcn place without heir having b c ~ n  
consulted. Subsequent complaints were listed undcr explicit headings. 
such as "ccot~omic" (which includcd landstabbing and chcating by 
Victnamtw tradrn), "political" (the superior attitude of thc Victnamcw), 
"administrativc" (lowc-r salary and status for highlanders in the civil 
service), "military" (Vietnamcsc enlisted men gvcn  higher status than 
highlandcr t>fficers, no highlandcr had been acceptcd fix training as a 
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commissionrd or noocommissioncd officer sincc 19.553, and "sccurity" 
(highland villagers had morc to fear from the Vietnarncw army than frc~m 
thc Vict Cong). Additional headings werc "justice" (rescntmmt at thc 
abolishment of the highlander law courts), "culturc and language" (dis- 
continued training in highland languagc=s, inadequate schools), and "social 
welfare and public health" (a highlandcr only received 25 piasters pcr day 
for the samc xvork done by a Vietnamcsc iior 45 piasters, highlanders wcrc- 
badly trcatd in the provincc hospitals). 

At this meeting Y Bham Enut~l presented a hrrnal request for highland- 
c-r autonomy-. Hc. alul announccul that the minutru; ofthc mccting would bc 
includrd in a lettcr that would be scnt to all highlanders working in the 
administration. Thc mceting, in many respects, signaled the progression of 
the movement from its initial phase into a stage offormalization. Thc esprit 
de corps, so essential to this progression, had been gcncrated in thc first 
phaW. Rc-Iated to this, thc- in-_group (highlanders) and thc out%roup 
(Victnamew) had bcm dc-fined. By carly 1958 thc morale ofthc movement 
was developing signific~ntly. At the mccting the wrongs and injustices 
wcre aired and rccordrd, and thcre was amplc expression otxvhat Blumcr 
calls the "conviction of the rectitude of thc purpose of the movement," a 
conviction intrinsic to r n ~ r a l c . ~  Thcrt: also was all increased structuring of 
Idership  and formulation of grtoup idmlogy. As Blumcr points out, 
"without an ideology, a social movtrment would LTope along in an 
uncertain fashion and could scarcclp maintain itsclf in the facc of pointcd 
opposition from ouhide groups." Although it was not statcd explicitly at 
the meeting, thc c3wnce of the Bajaraka iduology was thc maintenance of 
thehighlandcr ethnic identity. This was strongly manifest in Y Uham's call 
for highland autonomy. It also was symholicrally exprcsscd in the Hajaraka 
flag. which interestingly did not contain such items as at1 dcphant's hcad or 
cnxsbow as did the Frcnch-formdated scals and military unit emblcrns. 

As the Bajaraka Movement bccame morc active, it was insvitablc that 
the Virtnamcsc scrcurity policc would bccnmc aware of its rxistencc. 
According to Tounch Han Tho, onc source of information on the 
movemcnc's activities was indiscretion by somr of the highlanders in the 
gendarmerie. The school for training the Gcndamerie Nationale in Llalat 
had been startcd by rhc French in the rarly 1950s and the program had becn 
continued by the rhem government. Some forty highlanders-one of 
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whom was Siu Plung ( I  -23)-had graduated from the school by 1!).?8, 
and some ofthcm joined thc Bajaraka Movcmcnt. In May 1958 they began 
circulating lctters written in the local highland languages outlining the 
goals of the movement. At this time Han 'lho was working i l l  the 1 3  Linh 
(Djiring) administration as part of hls training at thc National Institutc of 
Administration. Onc of the lettcrs fcll inti) the hands of the Victnamcse 
because the highlanders had naively written on the envelope in French, 
"Not to bc smn by Vietnamese." I t  was translated by a highlander in the 
dice,  and its contmts wrrc. transmitted to thc prvvin~ial security service 
and to Saigon. 

Tounch I ian  Tho claims that when news of the dissident activities in 
Dong Nai Thuong provinu. reached Saigon, it was decided to bring about 
somc immcdiatc administrative chmgcs as onr means of coping with the 
situation. Thr  result was a dccrcc datcd 19 May 1958 dividing Ihng Nai 
Thuong into the provinces ofTu)..cn f)uc, with its administrat~vc csnter in 
M a t ,  and Lam Dong, which had Bao Loc (Blao) as its capital (see map -3). 

One South VictnamcW report claims that dclivcry of t h s  letter co thc 
security scrvicc prcapitatrd an in\?cstigatinn.' Some "foreigners" also 
wrrr  implicated. This report asscrts that in 1957 a m c m k r  of thr U.S. 
Embassy staff named Francis S. (a rcfcrcnur tr) Francis Sherry of the CIA 
staff), "who made frequcnt hunting trips in the highlands. made contact 
with Y Bham, Y Thh. and Y Preh" (Y Preh Buon Krong. affili~ted rvidl 
thc Christian and Missionary Alliance in Buon Ale-A). Thc report also 
statc-s that in September 1957 Y nham met secretly with "fi~rcign Catholic 
priests" and with "advisory officers" in Bar1 Mc 'Thuot, Pltlku, md 
Kontum. 
Y Thlh related how, early in 1958, members of  thc Bajaraka committee 

in Ban M c  Thuclt drew up a petition intended for Praidcnt llicm asking 
for autonomy. First, however, they showcd it to Father Rogcr Bianchrtti 
of the Kontum Mission. Hc advised against their asking for autonomy on 
thc grounds that the highland people were, in his upininn. not ready fbr it. 
H c  warned that if they sent the rcqurst to the president thry might find 
themselves "in a wasps' ncst." They thcrcforc drc idd not to send the 
petition. 

'I'hr first Bajaraka effort at taking direct action to gain the movcmcnt's 
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goal of autonomy trwk place in early- August 1958, \+-hen Y Bham dccided 
to write a Ictter (in French) appc-alit~g to thc heads ofthc American, British, 
Frmch, Indian, and Laotian diplomatic missions in Saigon to intcrvcnr 
with thc Virtnamc-sc govrrnmrnt o n  behalf nf thr highlandcrs. 'rhc lctter 
outlined some of the highlanders' grievances. Also, rmpllasizing that the 
highland ~ o p l c  had shcd blood in the strugglc against "the t-ncmy," thc 
lctrer callcd on  r h m  diplomatic leaders to support the causr of  highland 
autonomy. 

Thc lctters were rntrustlrd to Y Ju Eban and Nay Luctt (2.261, thc son- 
in-law ofJarai lcada N a y  Moul. It is r~oted above that in 1'3.57 Lulrtt was 
activr in organizing rhc highland studct~ts at the Lyciu. Yrrsin. In discussing 
tht- cvents of this perid. Luett recalltrd going to Plciku in Junc 1958 and 
mccting Y Ih ih  and Y Rham. IJc was attract~d to their views and joincd 
the Uajaraka Movcmrnt. H e  agrccd to asast in delivering the Ic-ttcrs, s r ~  he 
and Y Ju wcnt to Saigon. Henry G. Lcfcver of the Mcnnonitc Central 
Committee accompanied thc two highlanders to the U.S. Embassy where 
they met with Ambassador 1)urbrow. Luett and Y Ju explained thcir 
mission tn Durbrow, who p r t ? m i d  to discuss thc highlanders' complaints 
with Vietnamcsr gc>vcrnmcnt officials. Luctt and Y Ju duly dclivcred thc 
lettcrs to thc othcr embassies. Nay Lurtt pointcd out with a shrug that 
nothing came of chis effort. 

In Scptembcr 1938 two of Paul Nur's cadrcmcn were arrcstcd in J3ak 
To, north of Kontum. and this arouscd indignation among thc members 
of the Uajaraka Movc-ment. On 8 Scptembcr an ad hoc Liberation 
Committee issucd a Icttcr in Frcnch addreswd to Prcsidcnt IXem and 
signcd by Y Bham. It protested thc arrcxts and asked that officials be sent 
from Saigon to rcsolw the prr~blems in thc highlands. Y Mot Nic Hrah and 
Y Ilhon Adrong camcd the ltrttcr to Saigon whcre thcy delivcrcd it to  
Indcpendencc Palace. 1'hc.y- also distributed copies of the lc-ttcr to highland 
members of  the National Assembly. Copics also were sent to the province 
chiefs in thc highlands. 

T h m  actions precipitated the Bajaraka Movement's first crisis. The 
px7crnmcnt security fi~rces moved quickly to arrest those Icadets thcy 
considcrcd "dangrrous." Y Thih Eban, Y Bham Enuol, Y Ju Eban. and 
Siu Sipp w-crc arri-std in Plciku. Paul Nur was dctained in Kontum, and 
Nay Luctt was takm into custody in Chco Reo. Tounch Yoh, who was 
taking the Spccial C o u m  for Highlanders a t  thc National Institute of 
Administration, was arrc-srcd at the Ministry of chc Jtlterior where hc was 



getting practical expcricnce. Y Bih Also was detained briefly but rclcased 
bccause hc was in a provincial committee rather than the ccntral commit- 
tee. Y Thih wported that he was taken to Indcpendcncr Palacc in Saigon to 
bc questioned by Prc-sidcnt Diem. Howcvr-r, the prcsidr-nt was not 
available. so he was rrtumcd to  I'lciku. There, Ton That Ijinh, com- 
mander of thc Second Military Corps (he latcr was a rncmbcr of the junta 
chat overthrew Dicrn), met with Y Thih and asked why they had delivcrd 
the rarlier letter to thc American ambassador- Y Thih replid that thcy did 
it "becausr it is thc Americans who are driving thc automobilc." All of the 
arrested Bajaraka lcaders a c r e  scnt to IJalat and put in underground 
solitary cclls for thrw months. 

O n  12 October 1958 Y l lhon Adrong and Y Bih Alco scnt President 
Ihem a rrqucst, signed by 1,M)O highlanders, for the rr1case of the 
prisonets. They alsn organized a dcmtlnstratirln in Ban Mc Thuot. An 
estimated crowd of ?,MI0 streamcd into the town from surrounding 
villagc-s. and a Bajaraka lcadcr addrcsscd them, c-numrrating thc rncvances 
of the highland pcoplc.. Armored units of the 23rd Ilivision movcd in to 
dispcm the crowd. (311 27 October thc province chicf organized a mccting 
of Victnamcsc and highlanders from the civil scrvice at the Lido Cinema in 
Uan Me Thuot to dcmonstrate solidarity bctwten the two groups- At one 
point a Ithad6 namcd Y Wang. who worked in thc provincial administra- 
tive oficc-, stood up and statrd that if the Virtnamcsr and highlandrrs were 
"brothers" it had to be proven with deeds and not just words. 

O n  26 November 1958 thc jailed Bajaraka leaders werc taken to Hue. 
According to Nay Lurtt. Y Uham was put in the Criminal Srction of the 
prison, where conditions wcre very harsh. The othcrs wcrc in the I'olitical 
Srction. and conditions werc not much bettcr. Quartrrs wcrccrampcd and 
food was sparse-six grams of ricc and somc dried fish each day. Paul Nur 
requcstr-d an cxtra ration of ricc with which hc intmdcd brewing somc 
alcuhol, but he fillcd out the requcst incorrectly. It appcarcd that he w a s  
trying to cheat, s o  he was banishcd to thc Criminal Section. For those in the 
Political Section, conditions improved sbwly and they were allowed to 

leave thc compound for sevcral hours in thc evening. Y Thih used the time 
to attend religious wrviccs in a ncarby Prnt~xtant church. 

I liem was c~utraged at the highlandcrs' attcmpts to organizc an auton- 
omy movcmcnt. I'ounch Iian T h o  claims that Virtnamcsc staff mcmbcrs 
uf the presidency, wmc of whom had gone ttl the National lnstitutc of 
Administration with him, heard lliem rcfcr to the hlghlandcn as clrritq n6 



(a pcjorativc usage nf they). Whcn hc bccarnc particularly angry. he could 
be hcard sho~~t ing about thc born tl~-*y (highland gang). 

Vindictivr in his attcmpts to mush cthnonationalism among thc high- 
latldcrs. Diem immcdiatdy abrdishrd the Highlander St~~clt-nts' Section at 
the National Institute of  Adrninistratirln. 'Ihc Burcau tbr Highland Affairs 
was mo\~cJ from llalat to Hue. Highlanders in thc civil service and the 
military forces in thr uplands were dispcrsc-d in the lowlands. Y nhuat Nic 
Kdam. Y Chon Mlo lluon Ilu. Ya Yu Sahau, Boui Ngai. Tmneh  Han l'in 
(4.1 3). Tounrh Han Tho (4.2). Rcom Rock (3.1 l ) ,  Rcom Prrr (3. I 3). Siu 
Ilung ( I  .23), and I'icrrc Yuk (1.12) xvcrc all sent to Quang Tri and 
llanang. Some onc hundred military oficcrs and noncarnmissiot~cd 
officers wcrc sent to I Iuc for "re-education," after which they ur'trr. scnt to 
provinces in the Mekong nvrr delta. Y P'tm Knuol, Rcom Hin, and 
Touprong Ya Ba (4.3) urerc assigned to posts in Saigon. Highland army 
officers wcrc ordered to  take Vietnamese names. Trmprong Ya Ba bccarnc 
Truong Son Ha (Truong Son is the Vietnamrsr dc-signatior~ for the Annam 
Cordillera) and Y l'cm Krluol took the name Nguycn Van I'hicn. 
According to Touneh Han Thn, the ci\=il servants wcrc told to assume 
Virtnamcse names but refused to do st). Fcaring some kind of gcncral 
uprising among thc highlandc.rs, thc government a t  this timc ordered 
provincial offirriaIs to scizr all traditional weapons, such as crossbows. 
spc-an, and knivrs. 

Thcrc also were wjmc legal and administrative rmt~lts from thc. Uajaraka 
affair. A dccrett dated 12 1)cccmber 1958 and a memorandum d a t d  28 
May 19.59 stated that thc highlandrrs had a right to enjoy only thr producc 
of the land thcy cultivated, implyirlg thereby- that they did not h a w  the 
right of ownership. Administrative changcs wrcrc ordered with thc aim of 
bringing more Vietnamcsc functionaries and military personnc.1 into the 
region. A 23 January 19.59 decrce crmtcd thc. prrlvince of Quang lluc out 
oftcrritory that had bdonged to Bien Hoa and Darlac Construction of a 
ncw capital narncd Cia Nghia was begun in a remotc forcstcd area south- 
east of formcr I'oste Maitrc in the Mnong country (scr maps 3 and 5). Land 
Development Centm urcrc clustered around it. 

In Strptcmbcr 1959 ll i tm ordcrcd the telc-asc of Y Bham and Paul Nur. 
Y Bham rcturned to Ban M e  Thuot whew hc- began to agitate for a rcvival 
of the Bajaraka Movrment. Uoth Y Bham and Nur wcrc soon amstcd 
again. According to Y Thih. Y Ilham was takcn to thc Ban Me 'Thuot 
policc headquarters where clcaric chargcs were put under his arms, tern- 



poranlg paralyzing him. Somr of thc American missionaricr werc allrlwed 
into the jail to care for him. 

In the next National Assembly elections, hcld on 30 Ausust 1959, there 
wcre only two seats fbr highlanders, a s  against four in thc previous 
aswmbly. Thc two delegates wcrr Hiar (1  -7) from Kontum and Y Ut Nic 
Buon Rit from Ban Mc Thu~lt. Both were well-known tcachers and 
neither had participated in the Bajaraka Mo\ycmcnt. 

Thcrc- also was a tendency at t h i s  time for thc governmcnt to purposely 
underestimate the highlandrr population in ordc-r to minimize the impor- 
tancc of this segment of thc population. In 1958 thc governmcnt reported 
that the highlander population totalcd 455,592." ?'he combined high- 
lander populations in Dong Nai Thuong, Pleiku. Kontum. and 1)alat city 
(Darlac provincc was not reported at all) was estimated at 253,815, while 
the figurr for the uplands of the coastal provinces was fixed at 21 1,777. 
This compares with the 1943 cc-nsus conducted by thc French which 
reported a total highland ppulation of one million. Of this total, 494,000 
lived in Ilarlac, Kontum. Plciku. Haut Donnai (later ca1lc.d Dong Nai 
'nuong), and Phan Rang.' 

KHMEJL ANll  CHAM ETHNONATIONALIST MClVEMENTS 

During chis period, when ethnonationalism was spreading among the 
highlandsrs, movrmcnts similar to Bajaraka werc forming among the 
Cham and Khmcr Krom (thc Khmer living in Kampuchea Krom or 
"Lower Cambodia," i-e., thc. Mekang ri\-cr dclta provinces in Vietnam)." 
Diem's policy of assimilation of ethnic minorities was also applird to thc 
Cham and Khmer-and to thc Chinese. Attempts to impose Vietnamese 
cultural institutions on both groups gcncrated a grcat deal of rcxntment. 
and. as in the highlands, ethnonationalist movemcnts rcxulted. 

Evcr since their "advance southward" had taken them into Cambodian 
territory in the Mckong rivcr delta, the Virtnamcsc had been regarded as 
alien invxders by thc Khmer Krom. When llirm abolished thc usc of the 

R. Kinh-Ti- Qwic-Gia (.Ministry of thc Nariunxl Ecu~~omyJ ,  I ' i~~-r~~ll)s X ~ C ; i j m  7I1;w.pKi 
(Statistical Ye.~*or& ufvicrr~~nlj. vol. 7 (Saigrlli. Vi<m QuGc4ia Thring-KC. 1959j. pp. 18- 91. 

9. .4rmrraire ties ernrs-uss~~ii<: CmrhodAv. i.o.u. 1 > ~ M I U .  195.7 (I'hris: Editions IXloutrcmcr cr Haras. 
1953). pp. 66-67. 
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Khmer language and did away with Khmer sch<lols, Khmcr Krom antag- 
onism drtrpcned. Many Khmer Krom moved to Cambodia, and tho= 
\\*hi> rcrnained in Vietnam scnt their children to study in Phntjrn 13cnh. 
One rfiult of this situation was a wave of ethnonationalism among the 
Khmer Krom that cventually gavc nsc to the Strugglc Front ofthc Khmer 
of Kampuchea Krr~m, usually known as the KKK.' ' 

'This movemcnt had its ln-&?jnnings in thc latc 1950s whcn a Khmer 
Krt~rn monk namid Samouk Scng. a mystic who had spent considcrable 
tirnc among the monks, hermits. healers, and sorcerers in the Seven 
Mountains area in the southu.c-st corner ofthr Mckong river drlta, found- 
ed the Can Sen So (White Scarvc=).12 Namcd fix the whitr scarvcs 
(inscribed with cabalistic symbols) favorcd by its mcrnbers, t h s  orsani- 
ration had as its goal the prrxrvation of Khmer ethnic identity. Although 
the White Sclrvt-3 Movemlmt was small, the Cambodian govcrnmcnt 
apparently saw it as a potential countcrForce to the Khrncr Serei. a dissident 
mtlvcmcnt begun by Son Nguc Thanh, an  activist in the struggle against 
the French. Thanh left Cambodia a k r  the Geneva Agrccmcnts bccausc he 
considcrcd Prince Norodom Sihanouk, the nrur hcad of state, to be a 
collabrjrator. Bawd in Vietnam, the Khmer Si-rci bcgan conducting guer- 
rilla oprrations on thc Cambrdian sidc of tht bordcr. The Cambodian 
governmcnt, therefi~rc, lcnt support to the Whitc Scarves. 

In 1961 when Chau I k a .  another Khmer Krom monk from thr Sewn 
Mountains, assumed lcadership of thc White Scarves, he improved the 
internal structure of thc movement and increasrd rtcruitment among the 
Khmer Krom in South Vietnam. The name was changed to thc. Struggle 
Front of thc Khmrr of Kampuchea Krom. Chau 1)ara dem~ndcd that the 
Vit-tnamcse government accr~rd bccter treatment for the Khmrr Krom and 
grant this minority morc rights. In tirnc his demands became rnrlrc cx- 
treme. For examplc, at one point he asked that the Vietnam- allow 
"Lower Cambodia" to bc put undcr the sovcrcignty of thc l'hnorn Penh 
governmcnt. As the movement grew-, it built an armcd force estimated to 
bc around 1.500 mcn. and it also published two wcckly newspaprs. In 
November 1963 Chau Ilara was capturcd by Vietnamcsc govemmcnr 
forces. and this wtrakencd the movcmcnt. 

11.  The barkgruund on &a mnvt.rncnt is drr ivd firom a KKK doc~rnlrnt that was pivcn t r l  nlr by 
Khn1c-r Krum leadmin Phnom I'rnh in Auanst 1970. ' lh~r  dtxr~n~cnr. arlrtcll in Fnnrh. h d  no tirlc. 
~uthur. or publisher. 

12. I'u Kornbr~. hlundrr ufthc Ilap Lanh cult in thc IMW.and Htiynh PIIU 51. who h g a i ~  the I It- 
Hm wct in & 19Ws. also s p m t  much time in thr k v r n  Mount~im. 



A South Vietnamcsr ssourcc reports that in 1!)6;0 a movcmcnt callcd the 
Front for thc Liberation of N o r t h r r ~ ~  CIarnbodia was foundtd by Khmer 
Krorn.l3 At thc same timc a Front for thc Libcratirln of Champa was 
begun. Thrrr. arc indiratio~is thdt a figure acrivc. in the r-stablishment of 
both movcmrnts was Lt. Col. Les Kosem, a Cambodian Cham (also a 

Muslim) r~fficer in thr Royal Khmcr Army security forccs. The latter 
mowmcnt was intcndrd fbr the Cham populations ill thc crlastal provinces 
of central Vietnam and in the Chau Iloc and -1'ay Ninh areas. In 1962 the 
Front h r  the Likration of Nrlrthcm Camhdia  and the Front for the 
Liberation of Champa were. according to thc South Victnamcsc s i ~ ~ r c c  
notrd abovc, fused into the United Front for thc Strugglc of thc Cham. 
hnally, in ISCi3, the rnovt=mcnt was rcrlamed thc Frrlrlt f i r  the Likration 
ofthe South Vietnamese Highlands. also somctimcs known as thc Front ior 
thc Liberation of the Champa Higlllands. 

OUTBRf-AKS OF INSURGENCY 

Thc activities of the Bajaraka Movemcnt do not appcar to havu had any 
cffcct on thc implemcntatior~ of thr Land Devclopment Program. By 1960 
ovcr 60,000 scttlcrs. most of thcm V i ~ t n a m ~ ,  had been rclocat~d in thc 
highlands. It was noted above that in 1959 thcrc wcrc 37 Land 
Dcvdopmcnt Centcrs, and by 1962 thc numbcr had incrcawd to 1 17 with 
a total population well ovcr 100,00(). Thc increasc in thc Virtnarn~w- 
pnpulation of Darlac was considcrablc; in 1954 thcrc. \\,ere 35,000 
Vietnamw. must of thcm around Ban M c  Thuot and on plantations. By 
1963 this figure had riwn to 84,291, of which 24,867 werc in Land 
Devclopment Centers. Alw, it was estimated that by 1963 thc Vietnam= 
accounted for 40 pcrccnt of the total populations of Kontum, Plciku. Phu 
Bon. Tuyen lluc, Lam Ilong, and Quang Duc provinces.14 

Thc influx of Vietnamese into the highlands during this period was 

13. N P I ~ ~ I  -1.13~ 11;. "Nhit-k+ cic phong-trio tranhdju cba dring bii l~hu<rrrg" (Chronirlc of 
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madr easier by improved communications. As the result of a Virtnamcsc- 
American agreemrnt in 1954 to make the vast network of roads through- 
out the country usahlc again, rtlutcs 21 and 19 were complctcly rebuilt. By 
1960 thc 151 kilometers of Route 21 brtwccn Ninh I Ioa and Ban Mc 
Thuot had been refurbished by an American construction company. 
Whcrras in 1957 thcre were only an estimated 10 vehic1c.s passing daily 
ovrr this road, by 1960 there wcre -100.'5 

The Highlander J<c.scttlcment Program also continued, and hy 196 1 
there were 102 cenctrrs containing Ci.i,259 people. Hy the end of 1963 thcrc. 
wrrr 137 ccntcn with a total population of 90,000.'' This figure, ho-7- 
cwr. include many nf the refugees being gt-neratcd at this time by thc 
mounting insurgency cffort of thc Vict Cong. 

It was notcd prrviously that during my field trips to the highlands in 
1'356 and 1957. certai~l areas werc still c o n s i d d  "insecurc" duc to "Vict 
Minh" ( i . ~ . .  Vict Cong) presence. Thc. Vict Cong's activitiw, filr tl~e most 
parr, were restricted to rccruitmcnt and spreadit19 of propaganda among 
thc villagers in Ilarlac. Kontum. and Plciku. Subsequently, in Novcmbr 
1957, 1 made another firld trip into thc Katu ccmntry of Quar~g Nam 
province.. accompanied by Rev. Gordon Smith (who was intcrcstcd in 
expanding his missionary activities among thc Katu) and Pl~ilip Hodgeson 
from the British Embassy. Boarding sampatls in a village inland from Hai 
An (Faitbo). urc rno~~cd  into the tidal currcnt of thc T h u  Bon nvcr, going 
westward into tht  valley whcrc the ruins of  My Son, thc ancient Cham 
capital and rcligous ccrltcr (sty map 4.): wrrc. located. Procrrding into thc 
Cai river. we suddenly were in vrry hilly, hcavily formed country, with 
only a fcw very small Vic-tnamcse wttlcmcntr along thc banks. For three 
days the husky boatwomcn, standing in the back oftheir boats using nnr 
large oar, rrnvcd thc. sampans against the strong current. At the small 
village of Urn Ciang we obtaincd Victnamcsc hcarers and a wrood vendor 
who spokc Katu. Aficr a full day's walk in thc stifling hcat of chc. inland 
valleys w r  finally arrived at  a Katu village. 

The village had a stockade wall, the gate was closed, and there wrerc some 
freshly made bamboo symbols by the path, raising the question of whrthcr 
or not h e y  w-cre taboo signs. Thc wnod vendor went to thc gate whcrc a 
young man informed him that thc village was indetd taboo. The intcr- 



pretcr talkrd to the hcadman. who rclcntcd and said that we could cnter the 
village for a vcry short time. W c  would havtr to proceed directly to the 
mcn's houses. Insidc the villagc n o  one was to be seen and there was a 
stratigr quiet~~css. Iloors werc closrd, but wc cr)uld set: cym peering at us 

through the cracks of the bamboo walls. In thc semidarkness of the mcn's 
house, with its smell of smoke, and walls cr)vc-red with heads of buffalo that 
had bc-en sacrificed, the hr-adman sat on a mat. Anjund him was  a group of 
young men with long hair. They werc garbcd in vcry brief loincloths and 
clutchcd long Katu spears made ofhardwood with Bat, vcry sharp blades- 
the kind uscd in humat] sacrifices. Thcy all appcarcd to be somewhat tcnsc. 

'The hcadman exprc-wd dissatisfaction a t  havir~g "Frcnchmcn" it1 thc 
village, saying that the "Vict Minh" wrluld riot like it. Whcn asked ifthcrc 
wrcrc ally Vict Minh in the arca, he replied that thcy mrcrc. "back in the 
forest." adding that his brrjthcr who had "gonc to the north" had rcturncd 
and was with thc Vir't Mitlh. The hcadman complained that thcvillage was 
short of hod.  C h d o n  Smith said that if-his men \vent down to the riwr in 
a kw days thcy could get rice from a boat. (Hu had arranged earlier for a 
larger sampan to transport some relief ricr to thc marc rtmotc villages 
along thc rivcr.) The hcadman, howcvcr, shook his head, saying that he 
could not do that becausc "the Viet Minh would be angry ifwc took food 
from the French." Wc lefi thc village and went to a ncighhoring wttlcmcnt 
where wc rcmained a wcck brfore rcturniilg to 13anang. 

By the end of 1959 thc Virt Cong agcrits werc involvrd in an insurgmcy 
throughout the rural arcas in ~ie tnarn ."  In thc highlands, this creatcd a 
new situation that seriously affected the govcrnmcnt programs in thc 
region. I t  also brought about the first deep Amcrican involve-ment in thc 
highlanders' struggle to rctain their ethnic identity. 

Warner points out that thc Victnamesc army that had been formcd 
during thc 1955-1960 pcriod was gcarrd to cope with conventional 
warfare but not with insurgency.' HC nates that 1)ir.m graspcd thc lessons 
of the Indochina War and "struggled to pursuade thc Staa Ijepartmcnt 
and the I'cntagon that Mat) -1'se-tung had laid down his rigid rules for 
instigating a peasant revolt and that in South Vietnam all the indications 
were that thc first phase w a s  soon tn be fvllowcd by a more violent 

17. l h ~ r i ~ ~ g  rlw 1958-1959 p r i r ~ d  I w-ds < n g ~ ~ c d  111 A long firld study in thr Yu~~rrarncw vill~gc r d  
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scc<lnd." Warncr adds that thc responsibility for thr type of Victnamc-sc 
army that had emerged r~xtcd with Lt. Gct~cral Samut-1 T. ("Hanging 
Sam") Williams (head of MAAG) and his successor, Lt. r ~ n c r a l  Lionel C. 
McGarr. Warner cites Lucien Conein, an American obscrvcr of thc 

Indochina War, as saying that General Williams knew about conventional 
warfare but not insurgency. Conein rrported that "the Frctlch officer 
handling the in t~ l l i~ rncc  orgaliization rmbracing all thr Montagnard 
trihcs in chc High Plateau and thc Ar~rlarnitr Chninc offered t r ~  turn it all 
over to Williams. He was not interestrd. Hc didn't even lank through the 
filcs. When things got tough on the High Plateau. we didn't CVCII know 
where to begin. We had to start all over agnin, right from thc beginning." 

Pikc calls attention to the fact that, of all the ethnic minorities in South 
Vietnam, the l~ i~h la~ ldcrs  were "woord most strongly" by the Virt 
Cong.'' In the mountain arcas, the Viet Cong cadres were Victnamcse and 
highlandrrs who had remained in the south, and as of 1959 thcy wrcrc being 
joirlcd b!: highlanders who had gone north in 1954. Fall rcports that by 
19.39 thc Minoritis School in Hanoi was graduating some 1 ILO highlanders 
rvcry nine rnotlths. after which they wcrr rcturned to thrr south.'0 Pikt 
nntcd that these "infiltrating teams" into the south generally wcrc led b!: 
Victnamesc."' I Jc adds that thc bulk of infiltration by hlghlandcrs appears 
to havc taken placc in 1959 and 1960. 

Pikc also reports that thr mrxr common mrthod cmploycrd by the Virt 
Cong ill thc highlands was to scnd in a "pcnctration agcnt." usually a 

membrr of the ethnic group ctjnccmcd. Afitr this agent had laid the 
grr~undwork, thc "agit-prop" (agitation-propaganda) teams would amvc-. 

If things went wrll and the villagers were reccptivc, a team of cadrcmen 
xvtjuld movr illto the b~illagc to begin directing such a~tivitirs as organizing 
porters or guerrilla bands. At the same time, thcy would recruit high- 
landers to bc scnt to North Victnam or to somc training area in the south. 

Radio Hanoi broadcasts in Rhadi.. Jarai, Bahnar, and the Koho lan- 
guages ct,ntitlucd through this period. The main propagatlda thcmes wc'rc' 
that the Saigon govcrnmcnt did not carc about thr highlanders whilc thc 
Vict Cong did, and thrrc was the oft-rcpcatcd promisc nf autonomy. At 
the Third Congress of the Lao Dong Party in Septrmhr  1960, the policy 

19. I h u ~ l a s  Yskc. I-'ie~ C'am,t!y: 77~- Or.~~~~i:.sitw turd Th-heiplws a$tk 3.:'.lti~urdl Lihmdfirwz i:rtwir t~fSonih  
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of ovcrttirnwring the Diem government by force and of "liberating" the 
south rccci\ycd "quasi-formal cndorscmcnt."'" Subscqurt~tly, on 20 
L)cccmhrr 1960, "somcu~hc-re in thr sc~uth,'' onu hut1drc.d ddcgatcs from a 
dozen or more political parrics and religious groups formd the National 
Front for rhc Liberation of the South (usually callcd the National 
Likration Front or NLF). I'oint Vll of thc NLF's program stattd that thc 

. . . cnsurc thc right to nutcmomy rdthc uational minoritics. 'ro wt up, within 
the framework of thc grcat C~mily of thc Victnamcsc people. autonr)mr>us 
regions in areas inhabited by rninrlrity prlplcs. To cnsurc ~ - q l ~ n l  rights among 
minority nationalitir~. All nationaliric- havc thc right to uw and d ~ c l o p  their 
own spr>kc.n and wnttcn l i ~ n ~ u ~ g ~ x  and to pmcrvc or changc their customs 
and habits. To aholisl~ thc US.-llirni cliquc's prc-scnt policy *>Fill-trc-~rmctlt 
and fiwccd assimilatic~n nithc minrlrity r ~ a t i n r ~ a l i t i c . ~ . ~ ~  

Fall r rpr t s  that at this rime one of thc highlandcrs serving as a lcader of 
thc .southern highland minorities was Y Ngong Nir. Kdam, a Rhad; 
medical technician who had joincd thc Vict Mitlh in 1945. Y Ngong, who 
had been trained in Itussia and spoke fluent Russian, was serving in the 
National Asslmbly in l - i a n t ~ i . ~ ~  

In thc central highlands. Vict Cons rccruitrncnt lurcd several others 
who had b c ~ n  working it1 the administration. According to Y Thih Ehan, 
carly in 1961 Y Bih A h ,  who had bwn activu in thc Hajaraka Movcmrnt, 
suddenly departed from his village. whcrc- he had b m  srrving as headman. 
I t  was learncd latcr that he had joined thc Virt Cong. Nrlt long after. 
Banahria Ya llon (6.61, a Chru from thc Ilanhim vallcy who had becn it> 

the Viet Minh in 1945 but had returned to work in thc administration, 
joined thc Vict C~ong. ('Tounrh Han Tho contends that he had bccn 
sympathetic to thcir cause while wnrking with the government.) 
Soon after Y Bih Aleo joincd the Vict Cong, he was named vice 

chairman of the NLF Central Carnmittee I'rcsidium. On 119 May 1961 a 
congress of twmty-three highlanders in thr NLF rnct to form thc 
Cornmitccc for Autonomy of the Peoplc of the Western IYatrrau (Ijy Han 
TGc Tu Tr! 'I'iy NguyPn). rnclrti commonly known as thc Central 
Highlands Autonomy Movcmrnt. Y Bih Alcu, was elected chairman. Thc 
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wcrctary gcncral was R c ~ m  Briu (2.20). a Jarai teacher of the rlitc Rcom 
clan whrj later bccarnc a gcrlcral in the North Victnamrsc 

In January 1962 the esist~ncc of thc l'coplc's Revolutionary Party 
(1'RI') was m ~ d c  known. This was the southern branch of the C:ommut~ist 
Labor Party (Lao +13ng) in North Victnnm. although the PRP daimed to 

be indcpcndcnr of the northern party. Thc I'RP dcscribrd itsrlf as "the 
vanguard of tlrc NLF." As thc southern branch (of thr Labor Party, 
horvrvcr. thc I'RI' reccivrd dirrction from Hanoi through thc Crntral 
Of3cr. fbr South Vietilam (COSVN). Thr NLF and its military wing, thc 
Libemtion Army, wmc in effect branchc-s of thc PRI'. Thu rrltirc stnicture 
ofthc mnvcmcilt was urganizcd from thc national level to the hamlct Ic\~l.  
Attcmpts at mobilizing scgmcrlts of thc population wc-rc carricd on  
thrtjugh liberation associatio~ls that iunctiurled localIy. Thc. most imptlr- 
tant werc thc Farmcrs' Lihcratir~t~ Associatior1 and the Yrluth Lihratirln 
Association. In addition the NLF had twrl political parties, the Kadical 
Socialist I'arty and the Drmocratic I'arty. There also WLTC' spxi31 i~~tcrcst  
groups, including the Patriotic and I lemocratic Journalists' Association 
(intended for proffisionals), thr I Ioa Hao Morality lmpro\~cmcnt 
Association, and the Highland Autonomy Mo~ernent. '~ 

At the First Congrcx. of the NLF, hcld between Ili Frbruar). 3nd :< 
March 1!)fi2. Y Bill Alrw was clr~tcd chairman of the minorities comrnir- 
ttr.. Uurchctt notes that at this gathering thcre were Arcisions " t r l  saficguard 
the intmsts of minority peoples, with guarantees of complete quality in 
all fields and the creation of autonomous zones."'? He adds that, since 
most of thc ethnic minorities already wcti living in "1ibc.ratrd zones," 
these new po1icir-s ctluld bc put iiltu practicc immcdiatcly. 

Sincc its inception, thc Ilicm government had carricd or1 an anti- 
Conlmunist cfi~rt that intensified in thc law 1950s. In M a y  1935 thc 
Peoplr's 1)ircctivc Committr-c for thc Campaign of 1.Icnunciatic~n o f  

Communist Suh\~c~~ivu Activities organized the First National (Iongrcss 
of Anti-Communist I3cnunciation in Saigon, with rpccches decrying not 
only communism but the Genrva Agrccmcnts as wdl. A wcond congrcss 

3. I'ikc. 1'1t.1 I: .~I~.  p. 3 ) l ;  Cr-rnln~r<t~,~~ dcx r c l ~ t i r ~ u r  rxtCr i~uns dl1 Frt~tlt Nariotlal dc Lih;~;~~irlll  
du Sud Vicrrlm~. P m ~ m ~ ~ ~ l i r A  t f t r  : \ I C ~ Z ~ I , ~ ~ J I ~ ~ I I  k Lihkdriori &I .%rid L-iPIr~dm (SLIII ?-'it-[ 11an1: I ~ l ~ p n m ~ r i c  
Tran I'hu; 1!H5). pp. I. 3!1. 

2ti. Yikc. I'irr Cory. pp. 136 .i5; Unitcd Sratcs MISIOII ill Vktr~alrl. .-I Snrdy cfrlw (T~r~r~mrrri;r I'drry 
4S<n1tlr l'icrrr<ml (Satgon. 19tib;). pp. 1 23. 

"7. U'itfn-d Uurchcrr. 711t I : ~ ~ r r i t ~ t -  I4Zr: 71w I ruircd Sr,~fes irr I'irtrrar~r and 1 : ~ s  (N17h- York: 
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was held thc following year, and the report issued afterward claimcd that in 
thc highland provinces of Dong Nai Thunng, l'lciku, and Kontum, and in 
thc city of Dalat, a total of 7.1-1 interfamily groups had bwn formed, 
resulting in 60 Communists denounced and 149 dcfmting to thc govrm- 
ment. Onc upland hidcout was reported to havc contnincd !I 1 grcnadc-s, 17 
mortars. and 1 !.?,.SO0 rounds of amrnuni t i~n.~"  

The Communist dcnunciaticln drivc. resulted in the arrcst of snmc 
highlanders who had followed the Viet Minh during thc pcriod following 
the Japan- capitulation. One of those dctaincd was Touprong Hiou (4.4). 
HL' was nrlt rlnly accused of being sympathetic to the Communists but also 
charged with thc murdcr of a Vitrtnamese at  thc Quinquina plantation 
during the Viet Minh occupation. I liou was imprisoned at Chi I Ioa. ncar 
Saigon, and subsequently at Vung Tau and Ilalat before Ilc was rclcascd in 
1961. 

Thcrc also was, at this time, an incrcasc in the police and paramilitary 
programs in thr highlands. In 1957 a policc training school (adviscd by 
MSUG staff mc-mbers) was establishcd in Ilalat. About the samc timc thc 
1)irc~torate of Self-Defense in the Ministry of the Interior cstablishrd a 

training ccntrr in Ban Me Thuot for preparing vlllagc scIf-dcfcnw cadres. 
'This center also had a program for providing somc sclf4cfcnsc. training for 
civil s e w a ~ ~ t s . ~ '  

A 196 1 U.S. State Department rcport indicated that as of  that F a r  the 
Virt Cong had 8,000 to 9,000 organized troops in some 30 battalions 
upcrating in South Vietna~n.~' Thcrc were an additional 8,000 or more 
troops opentins under thc. Icadership of regular Virt Cong oficers at the 
provincial and district Icvcls. These figurcs, howcvrr, did not include thc 
"many thousands of village guards, political cadrcms. special agents. bcarcrs. 
and the likc." This rcport also n o t 4  that, with recc~~t  I'athrt Lao victories 
enabling thcm t c l  control much of thc Laotian highlands, infiltration from 

North Vietnam into the south had increased considcrahly. C a n  of such 

infiltration were cited. One cxarnplc described how a Victnamcv army 
c~ptration a t  Calu in nortl~crn Quang Tn resulted in capturcd documents 
indicating that some 1 ,%lo Virt Cong had infiltrated through thr local trail 
between Cktobcr 1960 and March 1961. 

%. Tllr Pc~~~lr.'?; I >irccri%-c C~orr1n1itu-c- for rhc C.1 ).C.S.A .. .-lrl~irurmt~~ts ~ h #  (7 i r~ rp i . ty1  ej 
Ihvrsri~ria~ OJ Colw~utrifl S~rbr,crsiv~ ,4.lni1,it;es ( S a i t p ~ ~ :  S c c r l ~ d  Nat~oml C o n ~ ~ r s  ( 3 1  Anti- 
Communist I knunciarir*~~. 1956). p. 1 13. 
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Ths report also citcd a n  October 1960 attack by a force of 1,000 Virt 
Cong against a series of South Victnamcse military outpr~sts along the 
hotian border in Kontum province. Onc Vict Cong unit, Company 3 of 

the 20th BattaIian. was made up largely o f  highlanders who had bccn 
trained in North Vietnam (they were Icd by Victnamw oficers). T h i s  unit 
concentrated iitx cfforts on the outpr~st at Ilak I3rtr in northu.crstc.rn 
Kontum. A f t ~ r  scvcral assaults on the post failcd, the unit moved back 
acrnss the border. Allather Vict Cong unit attackcd the village of Ilak 
Rotah. and during thc fighting four highland suldicrs of thc Communist 
force wcrc captured. Onc of thcm was Y Lon, who was mrntioned above 
in thc discussion about thc Vict Minh cadre moving nrlrth after the Genrva 
Agrccmcnts. When qucstioncd, Y Lon relattd that he was taken from the 
minorities' schtx~l rm I May 1959 to bc givctl special training it1 propa- 
ganda mcthods. l'hrcc wcckslater he was wnt by automobile to Vinh Linh, 
whcrc after thrw days of rest he and thirty ctdlcagucs set out on h o t  to 

crt~ss thc Ben Hai river in the demilitarized zone. Moving southward 
through thc mountains, Y Lot1 and his group rcachcd Mang Hon in 
northcrn Kontum around August. He rcmaincd there, visiting surround- 
ing villages to spread Communist propaganda, until hc was assignrd to a 

rcconnaissancc mission at  Dak Dru and I3ak Rotah where he was captured 
on 23 October 1960. 

Also in C'lctohr 1960 a company of Virt Cong attacked Tra Bong. thr 
ccnter for the cinnamon trade in thc Cua country of upland Quang Ngai. 
tn the savagr fighting that ensurd, 34 of the Viet Cong wcrc killed (seven 
of the dead had phott~~raphs of themselvrx in North Vietnamcw army 
uniforms). 

A South Vietnamcsr intclligcnce source ducumcnts the case of a high- 
lander namrd Nci (probably Nay) I'huong who was among thc infiltrators 
from Nnrth Vietnam.31 Hc had been born in 1936 in the highlands of 
Binh Dinh province (hls name would identify him as lami). In 1954 he 
joined the Vict Minh and wrnt to North Vietnam whrrc hr was assigned to 
the 120th Indcpcndent Wc-st Highlands Regrment. Hc was givcn military 
training and courses in ttlchniquc- of  political indt~tnnation (during 
which he met Y Ngong Nie Kdam, thc Rhadi who had bwn a leader of 
thr southern highlandcrs regrouped in thc north). In June 1961 he and 
thirty colleague-s were detachrd f h m  thc regiment and organized as 

31. Central Inu-lligrnm Ch~anizarion, "Natic>n:tl Intcrr~~gation Cxnrer <'A* No. 3'24i4. 9 
1)ccenlher 1%" (Saipun. 1x5) .  pp. 1 4. 



Infiltration Gruup 2. Entcring South Victnarn on 10 October lntil, 
Phuong was assigncd to  "production work" in Ha11 ML' Thuut district. 0 1 1  

2 May 1965 hc was caught in an ambush laid by the South Victnamcsc 
army and was taken prisoner. Yhuong outlincd somc r l f  the Vict Cong 
apprals to the highlanders. Cl)nc. r l f  the main p i n t s  was that the minorities 
in North Victnam had attained "autonomy," and this status would br. 
extended t c ~  tltc southcrn highland people wllcll thcg wr.rc. "liberatcd." 
Each F a r .  lcadcrs from the central highlands wrrc. wnt to North Victnam 
to visit the "autonomous zones." 

By the begit~ning of 1 !Xi 1 ,  the insurguncy \\?as intensifying. Roads in thc 
highlands wcrr again becoming itlsccurc. as the Vict Cong hlcw up bridges 
and laid ambushes. Thc highlanders found thcmsclves a peoplc ill bctuycrn. 
as they had bccn during the Indochina War. 

Early in 1961 while visiting a village outsiddc of Ban Me Thuot. a small 
convoy in which Y Ut Nic. Buon Rit. thc noted Khadi leader and mcmbrr 
of the National Asscmhly, and f'ormcr aswmblyman R'mah I'ok wrrc. 
r i d i ~ ~ g  was attacked. Both leaders xvcrc killed. During 196 1 thcrc also werc 
attacks on highland villas= by thc. Vietnamcsc Air Force (VNAF) during 
military operations against the Virt Cong. O I ~ C  such incidcnt occurrcd in 
Srptrmber 196 1 , w-hen VNAF fighter-bombcrs struck thr Mnong Rlam 
villags of Buon Rum, Burln Krong, and Buun Jar in Lac Thien district in 
southern Darlac. According to Y Char Hmok (a Mnrlilg Klam lcadcr who 
received an A.B. dcgrcc in the U.S.), thcrc was heavy destruction in all 
three vdages. Twcnty-fivc in Buon Jar and twcnty in Buon Plum wcrr 
kdled. In all three village thcrt. were many woundrd. In an eRort to obtain 
aid from the provincial authorities, leadcrs frrlrn thr villagcs wcnt to Ban 
Me Thuot where they sat clutside the provincc chirf's office for 3 w-cck 
before they rcccivcd any attention. Mcan~~hilc., in the three vlllagcs, more 
of the wounded were dying. Sister Benedict, one of the Benedictine nuns 

who ran a school for highland girls in Ban Mc Thuot, heard of thcir plight 
and rushed to the village's with two jccps load4  with food and medicine. 
When Y Char was told about the bombing, hr. wrote to Ngo Ilinh Nhu, 
younger brothc-r of and also political adviwr to I'rcsidcnt 1)irm. Nhu 
visited the villagcs and arranged to have somc rice ddiwred to the victims. 

Boulbet reports that carly in 1962 VNAF aircraft also actackcd some 
Maa villages with napalm.32 The village of Bordcc was struck, and as the 
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aircraft approached thc villagers bcgan to flcc. Somc, howrvcr, such as the 
mother of Maa leader K'Bruih. remained to guard th4r lineage altars and 
wcrc killed. 

Thc situation at this timc was gcnrrating an incrrasing number of 
highland rcfusc~-s, which brought t c l  an end the government's Highlander 
Resettlement I'rogram. In 196 l thc govcrnmcnt had authorized 128 
million piasters for the Commissariatr for Land Development to imple- 
m a t  a "thrcc-ring prr?jc.ct" that would involve resettlement of 150,IK)O 
highlanders living within wrtain radii of the existing Land L)evelopmcnt 
Centers. No sooner had tlle funds bcctl allocated than suddenly an c- 

timated ;t,000 highlanders in Kontum provincc bcgan Bccing thrir vil- 
l a ~ .  Thcscr rcfiugccs cithcr flcd to othcr villagcu or constructrd shacks 
along thc main routes. They liwd as bcst they could, with many of thr 
malcs bccorning labclrcrs in ncarhy Virtnamrsc. wttlements for very low 
u ~ ~ ~ c s . ~ ~  

Despite an effort to organize a Highland Villagc Youth Dcfrnsr. prrp 
gram in many upland arcas, thc flood of rc-fugces ctjntinurd as security 
began to worsen.34 In Quang Ngai. for cxamplc. Hrc. villagers ahandrlnrd 
their traditional tcrt-itonm in thc mountains to dr-crnd on valley towns 
such as Ha To, thc district hcadquartcrs. whrre. overnight, sumr five 
hundred refugees c ~ n v t r ~ c d . ~ ~  As of August 1962. when thc govcrnmcnt 
launched a drive to aid thr highland rr-fugr:t.cu (Catholic- Relief Service and 
CARE were already lending aid), there were reported to bc I 11,464 
highlanders who had left their villages. (Refugee figures on thc highlanders 
urcrc invariably Ir~w because. as was indicated abnvc, many wrnt tc) other 
villagcs rather than to rcfugc:c.c arras.) Thc highest numbers were in the 
provinces of Kontum (1  3.0 I?), l'lciku (?4,19!2), Quang Ngai (1 6,000), 
-1'uyrn 1)uc (1  0,68ti), Quang -rri (l.i,485), and Phut~c Lung (7,250). The 
rrlativrly Ir~w figure of3,623 rrfugc~s for Ijarlac rntjrc. than likely was due 
to the Village Defense System being implemented by the Americans 
around Ban Me l'huot a t  this time (see ~ I O U . ) . ~ ~  

33. IXrcctr~mtc E;cncral r ~ f  I~~tormatiolt .  "Thc Hichland R ~ + u ~ r c s "  (%ison. 1!)6Yj. pp. 13 15. 
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In spitc of the incrcawd insurgrncy in thc highlands during thc late 
1 S S k  and early 1 9 6 0 ~ ~  the activitirs oftht' Catholic and I'rr~trstant missions 
not only cclntinued but cxpandcd. Father ljamcau rclatcx that wllen hc 
first k g a n  to visit thc 13anhim vallry, in thc Chru country. thrrc. wcrc otily 
threc Victtnamere Christians living thew. Whr.11 some young Chru cx- 
prcsscd interat in the Catholic rc.lih.ion. Father 13arricau obtai~~ud pcrrnir, 
sion from the administraticln to bcgin prowlytizing in tllr valley. The 
priest soon found himsclf with an cvrr-itlcrcasing numbcr of Chru catc- 

chumrns. Aftcr thc. childrcn of TDIIIIC~ Han I h n g  (4.1) convcrtrd, the 
tiumber of Chru Chrisua~is swelled. Finally, in Fcbruary 1962. Han llang 
himwIf bccamc a Catholic. and practically a11 of thc Chrrr fid1owr.d his 
e~arnplc..'~ 

In 1959 D r .  Patricia (Pat) Smith arrivcd in the highlands wit11 thc goal of 
establishing a hrxpital for charity patients. She began to practicc mrdicine 
in tllc lcprosarium chat had been r-stah1ishc.d ncar Kontum by Sister Marie 
Louise o f  thc Sisters ofchar i ty  order. Witflir~ a few years I'at Smith had 
operlcd hcr own hospital on the cdgc of Kontum, 2nd it attmctrd highland 
patients from the wholc pri)vincc. 

Another significant dcwlopmunt For the highlanders during this period 
was the cstablishmmt of thc Sumnicr Institute of Li~iguistics (SIL) with i t s  

staff of Wycliffc Bible translators. In February 1!).56, SIL linguist Ilr. 
Richard Pittman met with I'rcsident Ilicm to explain his program of 
linguistic studic-s. prcpnration of litcracy matcrial in vcr~lacular languagrx, 
and Biblc. tr~nslation. Diem grantcd purmission fbr thc SIL to bcgin its 
project in South Viccnam. Thc fi,Hrnvirig Ilcccmber I lr .  Pittrnatl and 
David -1'hornas a m v d  to organize the prtljc-ct. which was to k sponsored 
by the Uniwxsity ofSaigon. Soon after, Milton and Murid Barkcr arrived 
to begin working on the languagr of the M w n g  refi~gt-s living ncar Ban 
Mc Thurjt. David and Ijorothy Thomas took up rcsidcncc. in Xuan Loc to 

begin their stildy clf thr Chr~u language- 
In 1959 additir~nal mcmbcrs of thc SIL arrived to begin linguistic 

research. (Evcryonc studied Virtnamcsc first.) David and Ihris  Ulocld 
mowd to Phan Rang to begin their work on the Cham Ianguagc while, in 
Darlac, Jran Do~laldson worked on Whitc l'ai. At Kantum, John and 
Ilcttl; Barker studicd Bahnar and, at Lac Thien, f knry  and Evangeline 
Ulood concrntrated on  Mnong Rlam. Ernest and Lois Let. did rrwarch on 



Itoglai. and Ralph and Lorrainc Haupers mob-ed to Song Be to begin 
working on Stieng. Whcrcvc.~ possible, the SIL nwarchrrs livcd in villages 
so they could immerse thernst.1~~~ in thc languages and ~ u l t u r r s . ~ ~  

Mom rrw.archc.rs nrrivcd dl~ring the next few ycars, and by thc end of 
1963 thc SIL was studyii~g sixteen 1anguagt-s. In isolated Khr Sanh in 
uplal1d Quang Tri, John and Carolyn Mi1lc.r studied Hru. At Konrum, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jamcs Cnclpcr warkcd on  Halarig, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Smith 
studicd Scdang, and rrxarch 011 Jch was bring d o ~ i c  by Dwight Gradin, 
Max\vcll Cobbr-y, and Patrick Cohen. At An 1)icrn. wherc thc U.S. 
Spt.cial FCITCCS had a post. Judy Wallace. Nancy Costrllo. and Eva Burton 
worked on the Katu language. (Subsequently, Eva Burton and Jacqudinc 
Maier cdlaboratcd in a study of Katu.) I11 Hue, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Watson cond~~cted wsc-arch o n  I'acoh. Among thc. ~iorthcrn highland 
n-fugccs near Dalat, Mr. and Mrs. Colin 13ay focuscd rm Tho (Tay) whilr 
Janice Saul and Nancy Frcibcrgrr worked on Nung. 

In 1!)62, howcvcr, the first movc aeainst any of thc Amcricarl civilians 
took placc at thu Christian and Missionary Alliancr leprosarium. located 
some twcnty kilomr.trrs from Bat1 Mc Thuot. A night raid r m  this instal- 
lation rcsulted in Ilr. Ardcl Vietti. Dan Gc'rbcr, and A r c h  Mitchell bcing 
captured. They wrrc ncvcr heard h r n  again. 

Anothcr development during this period was thc 1958 opening of thc 
University of llalar. cstab1ishc.d undcr Catholic sponsorship. It was thc first 
private university ill Vietnam and the first university in thc highlands. 
Initially, it offen-d only secondary 1c.vc.l courscs given by Frcnch instructors 
h m  thc Lyck Ymin. By 1961 thew wcrc fact~lties in Letters and Science 
and studcrit cnrollmrnt had cxcccdcd frn~r hundrcd-all Vietnamm-.'" 

AMERICAN INVOLVEMEN-r A N I l  THE BAJARAKA KEVIVAI 

By mid-1'36 1 the deteriorating situatiotl ill tht. highlands was a causc for 
wrious concern in Saigon, prompting thc Victnamrw government and the 
American mission to dcvisc ttlcw str3tcgit's fi)r maititaining control of thc 
region. Onc rcs111t wns a dccpcni~lg Anlerican invtjlvcmcl~t in the high- 
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lands, both d i t a r i ly  and politically. with thc CIA-sponsored Villagc 
Urfense and Mountain Sctlut programs- Another consequcrlcc was thc. 
government's launching of the ill-fatcd Stratrgjc Hamlet Progmm. 

concomitant with the intensification nf insurgency was an expansion of 
the U.S. aid program and thc U.S. military advisory effort. Thc actual 
strength of the U.S. military staff in Vietnam during the late 1950s was 
t r ra td  confidentially. Fall claims that as of 1958 thr American military 
personnel nurnbcrcd "wcll over a thousand t~fficers and men."" 
Duncanson, howcvcr, reports that when thr Frrnch military mission 
withdrew in 1956 thcrtr were reported to bc CiIj5 fureign military pcrst,nnel 
in Vietnam, half of thrm French and half Arncri~an.~'  He contends that 
the number of Americans rcmained more or less thc. same until 1960. when 
1.000 additinnal advisers were a d d 4  to the roster. He also points out that 
after John F. Kmncdy touk office in January 1961 the number of adviwrs 
"quietly triplcd," and by the end of 196 1 it had risen to 1,346. Hy latc 1962 
the number of adviscrs had increased to 9,'3Ci5. 

Thc first American military advisory program in thc. highlands began in 
1955, when MAAC; personnel wrcrc sent to the Combincd Arms School 
(Ecolc Militairc. Inter-Armes) at Ilalat. As was indicated hcfore, by carly 
1937 thcrc. were MAAG detachments a t  Ban Mc. Thut~t,  Mtiku. and 
Kontum. On 29 July 1959 1)ic.m signed a dccrm c-stablishing thc 
Victnamc-sc- National Military Academy in Dalat, and construction of thc 
ncw installation began the following yrar.42 

Both the Villagc Delcnsc and Mountain Scout programs camc about by 
a scrics of circumstances rathcr than as a result of any c~vcrall strategy 
dtrviwd by the U.S. Mission in Saigon. In an intcrvicw in Washington on  
17 January 1977, Gilben Layton, a retired U.S. Army cc~loncl who had 
bccn assigned to the CIA in Victnam, pointed out that thc Village Ikfcnse 
Program in thc highlands "just happened." In the late 1930s. thc U.S. State 
Department rcqucstcd the Combincd Studies Group (thc CIA's desig- 
nation in Vietnam) to obtain intelligence-particularly case studics and 
photographs-proving that thcrc was infiltration of Communist agents 
from North Vietnam. As a conscyuence, the CIA and its Vietnamese 
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counterpart organization, thc I'rcsidcntial Survey Ofice (undcrr control nf 
Ngcl Dinh Nhu), carricd out intrlligen~r-~ac)lerin~ activities in thc high- 
land border area. 

According to Layton, as thc situation worsened in thc highlands. thc 
upland cxpcricnce of the CIA Icd to discussions cor~ccn~ing the possibility 
ofwing highlanders to gathcr intrlligcncr o n  Vict Cong movements. 'I'his, 
however, did not lcad to the fi~rmulation of any plan to do st). During this 
period, Layton and his wife had k n  cntcrtaining some of the young IVS 
voluntt-ers in thcir Saigon home. Among these guests was David Nuttlc. 
who was involved in agricultural programs for Darlac provincr. He had 
plans for a "seed farm" hut nccdcd the funds to get it started. so Layton 
obtaind thr mrlncy for him. In July 1961, when thc farm was in its initial 
phase, Laytnn wyent to Ban Mc lhuot to visit thc project. This stirrcd up 
intrrcst in meeting some of the nccds of thc Ithadt. and Layton also met 
with some of the Victnamrsc intrlligcncc officers in Ban Me Thliot to talk 
about possible ways of gaining more support for the government among 
thc highlanders. '1-hs, in turn, Icd to similar discussions with Col. Lc 
Quang Tung, head ofthc t'rcsidcntial Survey Office and counterpart ofthe 
CIA station chief. John Richardson. 'rung had Icft thc seminary a t  Ngo 
L h h  1)itrrn's behcst and was givcn an army commission. H e  proved a 

loyal followtrr to Iliem and Nhu and thrrrcforc was entrusted with the 
Prc-sidcntial Survey Ofice, reporting dircrctly to Nhu. Mca~~while Layton 
went ahc-ad with a small medical program for Rhadt in thc vicinity of Ban 
Mr  Thuot, obtaining the st-rvims of a Spr-cial Fr~rccs scrgcant who had bccn 
trainrrd as a medic and was available. 

'l'hesr events Icd tt) a plan to launch a Village Defensr Program at Uurm 
Enao, a ]<had< village of about four hundrcrd inhabitants close to Ban M e  
Thuot in the vicinity of Nuttlc's wed farm. Approval for the project had to 
be obtained from thc palace in Saigon, and thls was the responsibility of LC 
Quang Tung. Accrjrding to former Vice President Nguyen Ngoc -1h0, by 
1961 both Diem and Nhu were becoming increasingly suspicious nf 

American intentions in Vietnam. There was littlt rapport bctwccn thcse 
two leaders and any of the high-ranking American t~ficials. Mormwr, 
given the Frcnch stratcgy of using the highlands as a political pawn, 1 Iicm 
was particularly sensitive about any foreign involvement in that rcbfion. 
Tung assured f irm and Nhu that the Americans worlung on thr Villagc 
1)efcnsc Program would cuordinatc everyhng  with his r~ficc. Thc 
Vietnamese, he said, would maintain control. Layton nottd that hc was 



taken by CIA r~ficial William Colby to talk about the prticct with 
President Dirm. 

Thc palace approvcd the program, so fijr xvcml wccks in October 1961 
Layton and Nuttlr met daily with thc Icadcrs of Buon Enao to explain that 
they needed their coupration. Such coopcration involved having the 
villagers denounce the Vict Cong and dcclarc thcir support for the govem- 
ment. In return, the villagcrs would rcceivc arms and training in dcfrnsc 
methods. Thc village leaders agreed, and by late 0ctohc.r the program was 
bcgun. 

C3n I November 196 1 the first volunteers appcarrd a t  Uuon Enao. Nonc 
wcrc from Buon Enao itwlf. Most wcrc. from a ncarby village that had 
bccn attacked and occupicd by thc Vict Cong scvcral wccks bcforc. Buon 
Enao villagcrs built an enclosure around the sc.ttlcmcnt (this was supposed 
to symbolize their mjjcction of thc Vict Cong) and they dug bunkers and 
constructed buildings for the training crlitcr and a dispensary. The trainees 
were taught to uw wrcapotls, to form an intelligence system in order to 

control movement into the village, and trl provide-an carly warning 
systcrn in c a r  of an impending attack. On 15 December then- was a 

ceremony a t  Buon Enao to mark the cnd of thc first training course. The 
traincn (who wcrc carrying spcars) urcrc presented with carbines. which 
they rcadily acccptcd. According to Y T h h  Eban, it was the understanding 
of ILhadk involvcd in this Village Defense Program that thc'y wm. given 
the weapons to kccp. 

Nuttle began to dcvotc all of his timc to thc program, and some 
highlanders who spokc English brcamc associated with it. One ofthern was 
Rcom H'un, daughtcr ofthc Chco Jarai lcadcr Nay Mclul(2.17). who latcr 
married the young Ithad6 Icadcr Y Kdruin Mlo ('L.'L,1-), who called himself 
l'hilippc Drouin. Another English-speaking hghlander who assistcd in- 
formally was Y Klnng Adrong (5.9). a mcmbcr of thc Protestant con- 
gregation. 

With Buon Enao ntlw considcrcd xcurc, thc Villagc lkfi-nsc Program 
was extended to neighboring villages. In addition t t ~  training village 
dcfcndcrs. thc program was expanded to provide training for a Strike 
Force of volunteers who would remain in Buon Enat, as a rcwrvc that 
could be rushed to a village being attacked. According to Layton, the 
volunteers flm~dcd into Duon Enar~. Thc prohlcm of possible Viet Cong 
infiltration was copcd with by having the chiefs of the villages from which 
the volunteers camr vouch for their loyalty to the govcrnmcnt. 



Layton noted that up to t h s  point thcrc had been no overall plan. 
I~ccisions wrrc. madc as situations unfi~ldcd. Thcrc was na rigid arganiza- 
tional structure for thc projcct. Layton himself "scrtlungcd" much of the 
nccdcd equipment and vchiclcs from Victnamcsc army dumps. As the 
expansion of the drfcnsc network began to takc place late in Dr.c.cmbc-r 
196 1, howcvcr, things bcgan to change gradually. Halfof the U.S. Special 
Forccs 1)etachmcnt A-35 (six men) arrivcd from Laos to assist in the 
training, serving as advisers to countrrparts from the Vietnamcsr Spccial 
Frjrccs (most of them highlanders) ." Ths quict dc\~clopment had great 
significance. It markc-d not only thc begnning of thc S ~ c i a l  Forces' 
prc-wncc i l l  the hghlands hut also another step in a dccpcning Arncrican 
military in~ol\~ernent in Victnam. 

During this period, thc CIA also was engaged in anothcr highlalld 
project farthcr north. According to a retired CIA o&cial prcfcrrcd to 
be unnamcd) intervicur~d in January 1977 in Washington. hc had been 
sent to ccntral Vietnam in September 1961 m asscss the deteriorating 
situation thcrc. In Hue, hc ct~ntacted Ngo Van Hung, the Victnamex 
major in chargc oof thr Burcau for IJighland Affairs. Thcy discussed what 
might be donc to cope with thc crumbling security, particularly in the 
highlands rvhrrc there was incn-asing infiltration from North Victnam. 
Since the Vietnamese major had bccn dcaling with thc highlandcrs at the 
bureau. he suggested somr kind of program to mustrr thcir support for the 

government. I Ic also raisc-d the possibility of highlandcrs bcing trained to 
gathcr intelligcncc and spread progovern mcnt propaganda. 

Thc CIA official and Major Hung w d r d  on a scheme to recruit and train 
highlanders in intclligcncr gathering and in ways ofsprrading progovcm- 
ment propaganda. Major Hung \*-as close to Ngo Oinh Can, brother of 
Ilicrn and Nhu, who functionrd as thc most powerful political figure in 
ccnrral Vietnam, so he sought his approwal for the projtct. Hc assurcd Can 
that the Americans would be invrllvcd minimally, and Can gavc his 
appr<~vd. 

This was the beginning of the Mountain Scout program (often callcd 
the Commando program). In November I961 thc first buildings for thc 
training center wrrc constructed in Hue, mid thc CIA obtained 6,000 
Springfield rifles from Taiwan. Thc province chicfs in Quang Tri, Quang 
Nan, Quang Ngai, Kontum, and Nciku wcrc instructed to sclcct "rc- 
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liable" highlanders in each district to be scnt to Hue. Thirty-five men, 
a11 known by their district chirfs and most of them vctcrans of the 
French army, arrived in FIuc fur training. All were givcn prllygraph tcsts 
(Tounch Han Tho. who was sewing in the administration at Quang 'l'ri at 
this time, reportcd that the highlandc-rs were mystified by thc polygraph. 
thinking it somc strange Amcricati magic) to ascertain that thry were not 
Vict Cong agents. Thc training includcd intelligct~cr gathering tcchniqlies 
(including usc of radios and map reading), infiltration methods, some 
psychok~gical warfarc principles. civic action ("hclpii~g villagers"), and uw 
of wrapons. 

'lke first group of 350 "Mountain Smuts" cc~mplt.tcd their training in 
January 11962. ?'he CIA official noted that he invitcd Ckneral Tran Van 
llon (who later was invol\ycd in chc o.r~rrrthrow of llicrn) to the ccrcmony 
celebrating this event, and Ilon shook his hcad as he c ~ p r c s ~ d  somc doubt 
about armins highlanders. ?'he trainees wcrc groupcd in teams of fific-rn 
men dividcd into three five-man units. and c-ach team srhc.ctc.d its own 

lcadrrs. As thc trams dispersed to their own districts. thcy were g iwn 
"gifts" (things like bolts of cloth) to hc distributed to villagers in the arras 

wherc thcy would be opcrating. The CIA official claimed that within a 
short time capturcd Virt Cong documents indicated that thr Mountain 
Scouts were rEectivcly harassing Vict Cung operations. It was reported 
that as a result thc nurnhc-r of Vict Cong in Kontum provincc dwindled 
from 5,000 at  the beginning of 1962 to 500 in March. 

In December 1% 1 half of U.S. Special Forccs Detachment A-35 (the 
other halfwas at Buon Enao) arriwd at  the 1 Joa Cam 'Training Center near 
llanang to begin advising on training for "spccial programs," one of 
which involvrd using higlllandrrs in pararnilitarv oprrations in rcmotc. 
areas. Eventually, this program was merged with the Mountain Scout 
program (scr: bclow). 

Tht. ycar 1.962 pmvcd a crucial ycar for thc CIA r-fforts in thc highlands. 
In addition, it was the tirnc when thc coum. ofthe Amcncan involvcmrnt 
in this region- -and subsequently throughout Victnarn-- would bc de- 
fined. Finally, during I962 and most of 1963, thc pcrreptions of the 
Americans (particularly thc CIA and the military mission), thc Virt- 
namese, and thc highlanders regarding this invt~lvcment m-crc most clearly 
manifest. Thcw wrying, and often disparate, perceptions contributed a 
great deal t c ~  the dire events of the decadc that followcd. 

The expansion of the Villagc Defense I'rrlgram in early I!162 resulted in 



40 additional Rhadk villages becoming part of the nctwork. Between 
Ikct-mbcr 1961 and March 1962 it insolx~cd an estimatcd village popu- 
lation of 14,00() with 97.7 rncn in the Villagc Ilcfcnse units and 300 in the 
Strike ~ o r c c . " ~  Layton notcd chat early in 1962 the Uritish Advisory 
Group (scr bclow) brought in some Australian army officers to participate 
in the Villagc I3efenw Program. 

By April 1962 thr Villagc Defense Program in Darlac was adjudged a 
success. K0a& and villagcs in the network arca had becornc. vcry secure 
and, as was notcd previclusIy, the numLr of highland rcfugws in the 
prtwincc was considcrablp lower than in the neighboring prcwinces. It was 
dccidd, thcrcfore. to cnlargc the defrnsc network. This, in turn, nccrssi- 
tatcd an expansion ofthe U.S. Special FOTCCS involved in thc program. In 
kbruary 1962 thcre was onr full Spccial Forccs A Jktachment (twrlvc 
rncn) deployrd in Darlac. As ncw training crt-ntcrs similar tcl Buon Enao 
opncd at Buon Ho, Buon Krong, Uuon Tah, Ea Ana, and Lac l'hien, 200 
new villages bc-came part of thr program. By August thew wrrr fibre A 
1)etachmcnts operating in the province. 

During this period thcrc were rrlatcd dcvclopmrnts that would havr a 
profound cffcct on thc futurc of the CIA'S operations in thc highlands. One 
such development occurrcd in February 1962 when thr U.S. Military 
Assistance Command Victnam (MACV) was established to replace 
MAAG. MACV war put under thc command ofCicncra1 Pad 11. Harkins, 
and it clcarly was grarcd for an expandcd U.S. military prcsence in 
Victnarn. 

Another dcvclopmcnt was the grrlwing hostility of the Vietnamese 
lcadcrs toward the Village Ikfense Program. In an intcrvirw held in 
Washington in January 11977, former CIA official Lucicn Conein pointed 
out that Gcnrrral Ton That Ilinh, commandcr of the I1 Corps (with its 
hcadquartrrs in Pleiku), was becoming increasingly uncasy over the cx- 
pansion of the Viliagc Ikfcnse Program. General Lr. Quang Tung, hcad of 
thr Presidential Survey Officc. functioned as liaison betwc.cn thc CIA and 
the palace, so i t  was he, rathrrr than Dinh, who had control over the 
program. According to Concin, Tung invited Ngo Xhnh Nhu and Ton 
That IXnh to a "highlander celebration" at Buon Enao. The villagers 
gathcrcd in their traditional cbthcs, buffalos wcrrc sacrificed, and cvcryone 
drank from the jars as gongs playrd in the background. Conrin described 



how, at one point in the festivitics. Ilinh took Nhu aside and told him that 
"the Americans haw put an army a t  my back." He then informcd Nhu 
that the Americans had armcd 18.000 highlanders. (Conein said that this 
figure was accuratc and it also had bcu-n a deep secret.) Nhu turncd his facc 
back to the crowd and worc a "coldly impassivr" expression. Clearly thc 
ncws had come as a shock. 

This event Icd to an attempt by Nhu tu gain more control nvcr thc 
Village Ilcfcnsc I'rogram (we below). It also was an important cclnsidc-r- 
ation in thc dccisiotl of thc CIA t r l  "grt out of the program." as Concin put 
it. In discussing this period with William Colby. who had hccn station 
chief and then head oE thc pacification program in Vietnam and later 
dircctor of thc CIA, it was pointed out that thc Hay of I'igs disaster that had 
takt~i  plaw in April 1961 was anothcr rcason for the CIA leaving the 
Village Ikfcn= Prr~gram. Since that event. Washington had been wry 
wnsitivr. about the CIA becoming irlrolvcd in any military or paramilitary 
opurations that might kcornc "anothcr Hay of tlgs." As the Villagc 
Drfmse Program began to expand, it frll into that category. This rcsultd 
in Washington meetings bc-tween the CIA (represented by Desmond Fitz- 
Gerald) and the Department of  1 )cfcnsc (rcprrwntrd by Paul Nitze). and in 
M a y  1962 it was agreed that complctc cc~ntrol of the Village Defense 
Program and other CIA highland opcrations would hc. turncd over to 
MACV in Operation Switchback, to hc cornpltrtrd by 1 July 1963. Initially 
the CIA rrtained responsibility for brlth the logistical and operational 
aspens of the program. The C I A  and MACV would ctlordinace every- 
thing with the newly formed Victnamcsc S ~ c i a l  Forcc3, which had grown 
out of the l'rcsidcntial Survcy Officc and was commanded by Gneral LC 
Quang Tung. Thc Villagc Ilefense Program now became thc Civilian 
Irregular 1)efensc Group (CIIIG). In July 1962 the U.S. Department of 
Dcfcnsc dccidcd to transfrr complrtr responsibility for U.S. Spccial Forcrs 
operations to MACV, thus making the army rcsponsiblc for American 
support of thc CllK;.45 

July 1963 markcd thc cnd of the CIA involvcmmt in thc Village 
Ckfcnw L'rogram and the Mountain Scout program farthcr north. The 
former CIA officials interviewed exprcsscd considcrablr bitterness at thc 
military takeover of their programs. (Conein refers to Operation 
Switchback as "Optration Switchblade.") They emphasized that the CIA 
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concept of these programs was that they would be "defcnsivc" in charac- 
ter. Intelligcncc gathering would bc involved, but no  offensive operations 
would bc mounted. The programs also werc political in that thcy involved 
winning more support for tlic Saigon government. Thcsc officials notcd 
that tlic American itlvolvcmcnt in the progranls was minimal, and one 
rcagnn the programs wcrc effective was that the Americans participating in 
them were not boi~nd by bureaucratic restraints. 

Layton pointcd nut that the MACV officers who canlc to take ovcr the 
Village ncfcnsr Program immcdiatcly asked for thc "TO" (the Tablc of 
Org~niz,~t ion found In a11 military units), so he had to dcvisc one for thcni. 
They also had inany questir>ns about logistical proccdurcs where no pro- 
cedures resembling those of  the army existed. For thcsc CIA officials, the 
worqt ~ f f e c t ~  werc that the takeover resulted in the programs bccoming 
"military" rather than "political" and "offensive" mtlicr than "defcnsivc" 
as they had bccn. As one CIA oficial put it, "they turned them into 'kill 
operations'." 

AF was indicatcd above, thc CIA operations in rhe highlands, as per- 
ceivcd by Vietnamese lcadcrs such as Ngo Uinh Nhu nnd Ton That Dinh, 
were fraught wirh danger in that thcy involved arming large numbers of  
highlandcrs. The Vietr~~mcsc still retained fresh memories o f  the recent 



Bajaraka affair and, furthcrmt~rc, thcsc wcrc pnjgrams ovcr which thcy 
had little control-- as was w i t n d  by the fact that thry were not s u p  
posed to know how many arms had been distributed. It is apparent from 
the fact that Operation Switchback provided f i ~ r  the integration of the 
CIDG camps and thc pacified villagm into thc Stratcgic Hamlet Program 
(which by early 1962 was being widely implemented in the lowlands) that 
d m  was the means by which Saigrjn would rrstore its control in thr 
highlands. 

The Strategic Hamlrt Program was another result of the cffi~rt in 1'36 1 
to cope with the crumbling security in rural South Vietnam. In June 196 1 
President Kennedy had sent a large commission headd by Stanford 
University professor Eugene Staley to Vietnam to review the military 
situation and Arncrican aid. According to Ruttinger, Staley's recomrnen- 
dations concerning rural pacification stirred interest in village defense. At 
the same time, "the Staley mission was largely rcsponsiblc for thc mis- 
guided zeal with which the strategic-hamlet program was ta~kled.""~ In 
Scptcmbcr 196 1 I'rtrsident Diem invitcd Kobcrt Thompson of thc British 
Advisory Mission (composed c ~ f  formcr British c>ficials whc) had bccn 
involvcd in thc cKort against Communist insurgents in Malaya) to con- 
tribute his opinion on thr situation. -l'he British Advisory Mission pro- 
posed a strategic plan that drcw o n  thc Malaya cxpcricncc. A rcsult of thcsc 
reports and the intercut they stimulated with Ngo ljinh Nhu was thr 
Stratcgic Ilamlct Program, which involc-cd. among clther things. dcknse 
enclosures for hamlets and organixd  xlf-dc-fcnx groups within the 
cr~mmunity. 

As the program bcgan to bc- widrly imp1c.mc.ntc.d early in 19ti2, thc 
results wcrr more apparcnt than real, dur to thr drsin. to have imprtrssivc 
f i p r s .  'Ihc Virtnamcsc had long sincc hccomc- awan. that numbcrs urcrc 
important to Washington. Often a strategc hamlet was creattd by placing 
a sign at the village entrance announcing that it was a "strategic harnl~t ."~ '  
In the highlands, all of thc Iand dcvclopmcnt ccmtcrs and highland rcfugee 
camps bccamc "stratcgic hamlets." 48 
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Thc highlanders' pcrccption of thc American involvemc~lt in the high- 
lands di ffcn-d conslderabl y frc~m the pcrccption of thc CIA. the Amrrican 
military, or Victnamcw lraders. The highland lraders who had becn 
inxwlvcd in the Hajaraka Mrlvemcnt saw the American presencc as a buffer 
between thcmwlvrs alld thc Virtnamesc govrrnmcnt. 'l'he Americans 
u ~ u l d  provide 3 shield of protection behind which the highlanders could 
carry on their cthnonationalist activities. 

Although most of thr Oajaraka Icadrrs had kn arrested or dispersed 
in thc lowlands 111 1958, one who rcmained in Buon Ale-A-prr>bably 
k-cause he was affiliated with the Protestant Missirm and was not a civil 
strnyant-was Y l'rch BUOII Krong. According to Layton, when im- 
plementation of the Uuon Enao pruject began late in 196 I ,  Y Preh began 
to "hang around." He appearcd to have good relations with thr villagers, 
and hc provrd to be a hclp in draling with them. Meanwhile, Y Thih Eban 
(5.2). who still was imprisoned in Hue, wrote on 1 May 1'362 a letter in 
English to Frcdcn~k Ndting, thc American ambassador in Sai~on .  asking 
his intervention with Prtrsldent 13icrn in obtaining thr release oEthr jailed 
Bajaraka leaders. Thc letter also was signed by fellow prisoners N a y  Luctt 
('1.'Lti), Tr~uneh Yoh (I-. lo), Siu Sipp, and Y Ju Eban. Y Thih's brother-in- 
law. a mcdical technician in Hue, took the letter to Ban M r  Thuot, whcrc. 
he gavc it to l )avid Nuttle. Nuttle. in turn, delivered it to Ndting, who 
brought i t  to the attention of President Diem. Y 'I'hih reported that IXcm 
at first disclaimed any knowledge of thc highlanders' irnprisonmcnt but 
finally agreed to have them released in thrcc months. On 18 August 1962, 
as promised, thc group that had signrd the Irttcr was let free. 

Y Thih and Y Ju returncd to Ban Mc Thuot. Y Thih's friend Y l'rch 
secured a position for him as an interpreter a t  Huon Enao. Y Ju Eban found 
a job as interpreter in thc ncwly opencd USOM ofice in Ban Me Thuot. 
Nay Luctt went to llanang whcrtr he was accepted as an intcrprctcr for the 
U.S. Spccial Forces and was assigned to "spccial operations" in the camp at 
Kham lluc in the remote interior of Quang Narn provincc.4Y Siu Sipp 
returntrd to Pleiku, and Touneh Yoh found a position in thc ?'uyen Duc 
provincial administration. 

According to Y Thih thcre were many Bajaraka sympathizers among 
the highlanders in the Village Detmsc Program. He lost no time reorganiz- 

49. 1 \isited thlr camp in 19134 and w-z rr~ld that Nhw lI>inh Ili<rn had the rxccllcnt ainmp built i u  
1962 st> he could visit Kham I h c .  Hr a l w  had a staruc ofrhc Bltswd V~rgin plarcd 011 a nearby hill 
whcrc hc a ~ n ~ l d  go and spcnd days in ptaycr. 



ing the Bajaraka committee, whch included himsclf, Y Prch Butm Kmng, 
Y Dhon Adrong, Y Nam Nie Hrah, Y Kong Eban, and Y Ilu Nic-all of 
thcm Khadd from the vicinity of Ban Me Thuot. Y Thih and Y Prch 
alrrady had had considcrablc cxpericnce with the American missionaries. 
and thcy fclt that all Americans would be as sympathetic and helpful as the 
missionarir-s. 

In October 1962 Y Thih requested the Americans at Buon Enao to 

interudtr with thc Vietnamese government for the release of the r1thc.r 
jailed Bajaraka leaders. He stated that the movement would drclarc. its 
suppr~rt of thc government and drop its demand for autonomy. Nothing 
came of this. 

During this pcriod of diminishing CIA control ofthe highland prriects, 
thc U.S. Special Forcc-s operations in the CIIjC; program increased in other 
parts of thr mountains and in somc loxvland areas as well. By September 
1962 the CIDG program in narlac included 200 villagcs with a total 
population of around 60,000. There were 1,500 trained Strikr. Force 
personnel and 10,600 village dcfc'n~ militia. As of thc cnd of 1962 thc 
CIDG program had 24 U.S. Spccial Forces dctachmcnts scattered through- 
out Vietnam. Of thcsc, thcrc wcrc M A 1)ctachmcnts on temporary duty 
from 1 s t  Special Forces Group in Olunawa and from the 5th and 7th 
Spcial Forcm Group at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Each A Aetachmrnt 
had twcIvc mcn, and they advised a counterpart team of twelve men from 
thc Victnamcsc Special Forces. Both teams collaborated in recruiting and 
training a Strike Force and hamlet militia (as the village defmders were 
now called).50 

Curiously, a number of the A Detachments in the highlands wcrc 
locatcd in sites that historic ally^ had bcrn r>ccupicd by Frcnch military 
installations (see maps 3 and 4). In December 1962, clnc A I ktachrncnt n a s  
establishrd in an old Frmch fort above the small town of Khe Sanh in the 
Bru country of Quang Tri province. Another dctachmcnt was at Tra 
Bong, thc cinnamon trading ccntcr in thc Cu3 country, and there was one 
at Ba To in the Hre area of Quang Ngai, where, in thr ninctrrnth century, 
the Vietnamrw had a Son I'hong fort that was taken over by the French. A 
CIDG camp was lucatcd at llak I'ck, urhcrc the Frcnch had had a political 
prison in the 1930s, and another dctachmcnt was established at Ban Don, 
Khunjantlh's dcphatlt trading ccntcr, which also was tl~c location of the 
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first French military-administrative post a t  the turn o f  thc century. Cheo 
I<m was anuthrr location for an A Detachmrnt. 

Later. A Ilctachmcnts were established at thc old Son I'hong fort sites at 
Gia Vuc and Son Ha in thr Hrr country, as urell as at 13ak To. Plateau Gi, 
and Kannak, where the Vict Minh had attacked in 1954 just bc-fi~rc thc 
Mobilr Group 100 dcbaclr. Finally, dctachmcnts werc sent to Bu Dop and 
Bu Gia Map. both locations of old Frcnch forts built in the 1930s during 
thc effort to pacify thc Sticng and Mnong areas. 

In Septembrr 1962 thc Ilarlac province chef agm-d t r ~  accept rcspotlsi- 
bility for 32 of the 214 villages in thc Buon Enao complex. T h s  was in 
kccping with the plan tr> intcgratc CIIIG-controlled villages into the 
Strategic Hamlct t'rogram. According to Kelly, thc Victnamcsc govern- 
ment had arranged a very strict schdulr for thc turnover in Darlac, but the 
American special Forces comrnandtr at Bucm Enao was not shown the 
plan in a d ~ a n c c . ~ '  There was somc. apprchensiot~ on the part of the 
Americans involved that a suddcn changc would stir up resentment and 
discontent among the highlanders. At the end of 19612, hc~wcvcr, thc 32 
villages wrrc under the province chief in namr only. H c  was unable to 
support them, and so thc U.S. Spccial Forces continued to be rc3pc1nsiblc 
for logistical support of thc villages and the pay rjf the Strikr Force. 

Vietnamese concern over the largc number of weapons in the hands of 
the highlanders n-sulted in efforts late in 19W to rcpossrxs the rifles. Kclly 
points out that thcn. was great difficulty in acheving this goal brrcausc thc 
highlandcrs had bem given the wcapons with no explanation. From their 
p i n t  of vicw. they had rc.criwd thc guns to defend their villages, so they 
could kccp thcm indefinitely. Duncanson reports that various schcmcrs 
wcrc dcvised to get back the weapons, such as "exchanging" them h r  farm 
tods. He contends that thew mcthods only realized about 2,000 of thc- 
guns.52 

Kclly points out that during Operation Switchback thc Vict Cong 
mountrd an increased numbrr of attacks against the ClUG camps and 
~ i l l a ~ c s . ~ ~  The worst attack camc on 3 January 1963 at Plri Mrong, locatcd 
in the Jarai Tobuan country west of Plciku. Two reinforced Viet Cong 
companies, with the assistancr. of an cstimatcd thirty-three "penetration 
agencs" in thc Strike Force, attacked and ovcrran thc camp. 
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By the cnd elf 19Ci2 there was cor~sidcrablc tcnsion among the high- 
landers in thc R u m  Enao program over the turnorycr of thr vil1agc.s and 
attempts to rctrievr the weapons. In January 1!)63 rrpcwts reached Layton 
and the Americans a t  Buon Enat, and also General Nguycn Khanh. 
ccmnrnandc-r of the Second Corps Area (thcrc wcrc. now four corps arcas in 
South Vietnam), that thc Ijarlac and Plciku Bajaraka committr-rs had 
decided to join with thc Virt Cong after rising in rcbc1Iion. Layton and 
other CIA mcmbcrs met with Y Thih and Y I'rch, both of whom 
disclaimed any knowIcdgc of a n  impending revolt. They cxplaincd that it 
was possible. how-ever, that Y Bham (who still wasjailcd in Ban Mc Thuot) 
may have ordered an uprising without their being informed. Laytoll, Y 
Thih, and Y Preh flew to Ylciku to mc-rt with General Khanh. The two 

highlandcrs wcrc afraid that they would be punishcd but wcre pleasantly 
surpriscd to find that Khanh had arranged to bring Y Bham and Paul Nur 
(I. 13) to the mwting at thc general's house. Y Bham assurc-d Khanh that 
the rcports of a Bajaraka uprising were false. Siu Sipp joined the mccting. 
and afterward hc callcd a meeting of the I'lriku Bajaraka crmmnitter to 
dcnouncr thc Virt Cong. Three wecks latcr hc was ki1lc.d by the Viet 
Cong. 

According to Y Thih, on 1 February 1963 hc. rcccivrd word from Y Rih 
Aico that hc would bc willing to meet with Victnamcsc oficials if Y Bham 
wcrc rc-lrawd. Y 'I'hili. Y Prch, Layton, and some of the Victnamcsc 
associated with tht Buon Enao project made arrangrmcnts to have Y 
Bham and some of the Victnamc-sc meet Y Bih at  the Yang I'rong, the 
Cham tower in western Darlac. Brfon. the meeting, howevcr. Colotlcl LC 
Quang Trong, commander ofthc 23rd Ihvision at Ban Me Thuot. lcarncd 
of it and ordered VNAF aircraft to bomb thr l r ~ a l e  of the towcr. (It is not 
known whether the tower was hit.) Y Ejih a a s  unharmed, and he sent a 
message to Ban M e  Thuot accusing the government of bad faith. Layton 
also received a letter from Y Hham containing the samr accusation. 
Through his "contacts" with the Viet Cong he scnt a lcttcr to Y Uih 
denying that he and thc othcrs who had madc the arrangements had had 
any knowledge of the attack until after it took place. 

Ilunng the first half of 1963, Operation Switchback continued, with 
more villages being turned over to the Darlac province chief. In spitc of his 
not b r i n g  able to support the first 32 x ~ i l l a s ~ s ,  a wct~nd group of 107 villages 
were put under his control by 20 March l!Ii3. Thc following month 604 
of the 900-man Buon Enao Strike Fr~rcc. were designated by the provincc 



chicf as "border surveillance" troops and moved to Ban Mr  'l'huot fijr 
"indoctrinaticln." Another company of Buon Enao Strike Forcc was set to 
open the new camp at Uu Prang, on  thc Cambodian border southwest of 
Ban M c  Thuot in the Mnong country. Kclly reports that thw-  movcs were 
drcided upon unilaterally by thc Vic-tnamese with no "psychdogical 
preparatinn" of the Strike F ~ r c c . ~ "  In addition, the removal of the troops 
lcfi thc Burm Enao complcx without a Strike Forcc during thc hours of 
darkness. To nlakc mattcrs worse, on 30 April 1963 the provincc chief had 
assumed thc responsibility for paying thc Strike Force, hut as of 26 July 
thc-y still had not rcccivrd any mnncy. ?'he health workers a t  Huon Enao 
also werr without pay. A serious situation was narrowly avoidcd when the 
American Special Forces providrd back pay fbr both groups. In describing 
these evmts, Kclly notes that "the problems encountered in turning ovcr 
the Buon Enao projtrt to thc Vietnamese provcd to be thc same problums 
which arose c \?c r~  rime turnovcr was attempted in thc CIIX program." 

Farther no&, Clpcra tion Switch back alscl 1-s being c~rrird ou t  tn thc 
Mountain Scout program. By mid-1963 the CIA had turned over com- 
plete control of the program to thc Special Forces. Thr  CIA, houvuvcvc.r, 
continucd to support cadre programs in the highlands. In 1962 some of the 
CIA pcrsonncl from HHL' had gone to Pleiku and organized a newr 
Mrluntain Scout training ccntrr. According t c j  l'ouneh Han T h o  (4.2), hls 
brnthcr Tounch Han Tin (4.13), an army captain. was assigned to this 
ccntcr and had a staffofhighland military pcrsonntl. (In 1964 Touneh Han 
Tin died of fever.) ?'hr CIA provided financial support and advisers. 
Kccruits came from all ovcr the highlands, and after their training they 
wrrc. wnt back to thuir native areas whcrc they were under thr direction of 
Victnamcw- and highlander military officers, who were repr~~nta t ives  of  
the Burrau for Highland Aff:dirs in cach province. 

With the Americans out of the Ruon Enao project in Junc 1963. Y Thih 
and thc othcr Bajaraka leaders dcpartcd. Y Thih found a position at Buon 
Sar Pa. a new Spccial Forces camp that had j u s t  opcncd in the Mnong 
country CICX ti) the Cambodian bordcr. At Buon Sar Pa thc.re were othcr 
Bajaraka members. so in thc cvrning they wodd gather t r ~  discuss f'urthcr 
mows and ways of getting Y Uham released. One scheme was to raid the 
Ban Me Thuot jail, frec Y Bham, and flee into Cambodia. Also, at Buon 
Sar Pa. Y Thih becamc friendly with a Mnong-Lao from Ban Don with 



the Rhadcized name Y Klong Nit: who was a distant kinsman of Y Kco, 
the ncphrw of Khunjanob. Y Klong joined thc cvcning discussic~ns, which 
now bcgan to ccntcr on the possibility of the Bajaraka pcoplc establishing 
some kind of contact with the Cambodians. Thc time might crmw when 
the Bajaraka members would havc to scuk refuge, and Cambodia would bc 
thc idcal placc- for it. There were many Mnrlng and Cham in Cambodia 
who would w-clcomr hghlanders from Victnam. Alst,, Cambodia was a 
neutral country that had gven refuge to othcr pmplc. f l t~ing Vietnam. 
such as Nguycn Chanh Thi aftcr his ah>rti-\~c. I960 mutiny. 

At Buon Sar Pa, Y Thih organizcd a Bajaraka committee, and as if to 
reflect their mood it had a military cast. Y Nam Eban was sclcctrd to bc 
camp commander, Y Mut Hwing kcamc. battalion commander. whilc Y 
Krong Eban and Y Em Nic w-crc. intelligence agents. In addition, thrrc. 
were two supply men and a radio operator. Y Klong Nic was namcd 
liaison agent with thc Cambodian governmat. 

Meanwhile, events in the low-lands wrrc. creating a situation that would 
drastically a f f ~ t  thc futurc Amrrican involvement in Victnam. By early 
1963 it was clcar that thc Ilicrn regime was headed for troublc. On 2 

January here was the military drbaclc a t  Ap Bac in the Mekong river dclta 
whcrc a wcll-cquippcd govcmment force of 2500, supported by hrlicop- 
ters and bombers, failed to dcfcat a band of 200 Viet Cong. In May thew 
was a clash btrtwcrtrn Buddhists and policc in Huc during which nine of thc 
demonstrators wcrc killcd. Buddhist leader Thich Tam Chau demanded 
compensation for the families of the victims and punishment for those 
rcsponsiblc for the dcaths. The government, hawc\ycr, rrjcctrd these de- 
mands. Anothcr monk, Thich Tri Qumg, cmcrgcd as Icader of a new 
Duddhist movement to confront the govcmment, and on 30 May 1963 a 

largr group of Buddhist faithful marchrd in a Saigon demonstration. Thc 
situation bccamc morc tcnsc on 11 June when an cldcrly monk burned 
himself in the center of Saigon to protc-st thr government's trcatrncnt ofhis 
confreres. 5 5  

At the samr timr there was a widening gap bctwc~n Saigon and 
Washington. In a 1972 intervicw. formcr Vice President Nguycn Ngoc 
Tho expressed the view that nr, one in thr Amrrican mission undcrstcxjd 
Diem and Nhu, and by thc samc tokm neither Diem nor Nhu understood 
or trusted thc Amcricans. karing that the U.S. was cln thr road to 



expanding the war in Victnam. Diem and Nhu had begun to makc 
overturn to the Viet C~onll;. Ry early 11963 thr); wcre in the process of 

out some kind ofaccr~mmodation with thc Viet Cong that would 
lead to a coalition government and end thc conflict. According to Tho, the 
Americans became aware ofthis, and it was one ofthc primary rcasons they 
btgan to look tbr mmc means of  toppling thc Diem government. 

In mid-August Ambassador Nolting was replaccd by Henry Cabot 
Lodgc. On 2 1 August units of thr Victnamcx Special Forccs cornmandcd 
by Gcr~eral LC Quang Tung raidcd Buddhist pagodasin many citit-s, jailing 
thousands of monks and killing somc. Three days later a scrics of studcnt 
demonstrations began at Saigon University and within days over 4.800 
demonstrators wcre a r r c ~ t e d . ~ ~  

Thcse events precipitated a srrics of planncd coups and counttrcclups 
that involved Ngo Ilinh Nhu, various Victnamesc generals, and some 
American oficiaIs. The coup d'icat that brought down thc I3icm govern- 
ment on 1 Nowmber 1'963 was led by generals Ijuong Van Minh; Tran 
Van Don; Le Van Kim, who had k n  chief of staff of thc French army's 
4th Infantry Division, thr so-called "Montagnard Division," during the 
Indochina War and also dircctor of the Highland Land I)cvelopmcnt 
Program; Tran Thien Khicm; and Tot1 That Ilinh, who had served as 
commandcr of thc Second Corps Area. Thc coup also involvcd 
Ambassador Lr~dgc and thc CIA'S Lucicli Conein. As a result ofthe coup, 
Ngo Dinh Diem, Ngo Dinh Nhu, and LC Quang Tung wcrc. ~xecuted.~' 
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THE FULRO M O V E M E N T  

The coup d'ctat that topplcd the Ngo 1)inh 13icm go\;Trnmcnt on 1 
Novcmbcr 1963 was a blow to  South Victnamrse nationalism in that it 
brought to power military officers, all of whom had supported continued 
French rule befbrc 1954. In thc highlands, howrver, this went prompted 
an upsurge 111 ethnonationalisrn as morc Bajaraka lcadcrs were frcrd from 
jail and sought to revive thcir rnovcnlcnt. This cffort ~nfortunatc.1~ was 
blunted by the intervention of Cambodians-of Cham and Khmer Krom 
origin-who, in leaguc with militatlt Bajaraka activists. forrnrd a nm-  
movement. the Front Unifi; de Luttc- des Raccs Opprimks (United 
Struggle Front for the Clppressed Raccs). -I'his movcmmt, betccr known 
by thc acronym FULRO, made its abrupt appearancc in September 
1964 with a rcvolt that burst h r t h  in five Spccial Forccs camps. ?'he revolt 
brought to thc highlands a ncw era of armed dissidcncc and at  thc same 
time madc highlander ethnonationalism a force to bc reckoned with. I t  also 
Icd to the emergence of new, more militant lcaders within FULRO and 
within the Vietnamcsc government who wcrc preparcd to assert chcir 
rights and preserve thcir ways. A ~ ~ o t h c r  phase in thr growing identity of 
being "Sons of the Mountains" had bcgun. 

ORIGINS OF -[.HE FIJI-KO MOVEMENT 

Following the coup d'ktat, Gcncral Duong Van Minll signrd a prtlcla- 
mation abolishing thc presidcncy, the 1956 constitution, and the rcccntly 
elected National Assembly. A Revolutionary Military Council took ovcr 
the rcins of govcrnmcnt, and gcncrals Duong Van Minh, Ton That Ilinh, 
Tran Van Ilon, and LC Van Kim bccame thc lcadrrs of thc ncw junta. On 4 
November Diem's vicr president, Nguycn Ngoc '130. dcclarrd hi msrlf 



primc minister in an cffort to maintain the structure of  govcrnmcnt and 
avoid cxccssive disruptiotl. I'o1itic;tl prisotlets were rrlcasrd and nationalists 
who had left Victnam returned. l ' h r  junta invitcd most of them to join a 
newly h m c d  Council of Notables in a11 effort to wcld some political unity 
among the disparate prllitical groups. ' 

According trl N~wycn Ng~>c Tho, chert- was sonic concern in the new 
government abrlut the problems that had plagued the highlands sincr 
19.58. An cKort to ctlpe with thc. situation took place late in Novcmbcr 
1963 whrn C;rncral Do Mau. Political Comrnissior~er of the Armed Forces 
I<cvolutionary Coutlcil, draftcd a series ofproposals fbr progranls to better 
the lot of the highlanders and generate murt coopcratintl bctwccn them 
and the central govemmc-nt. Onc schcmc involved setting up a Comrnittcc 
on Highland Affairs, which wt~uld bc composed of reprrsmtativcs of all 
highland ethnic groups. Nonc of thcsc proposals. however, was actcd 

At the same time thcrc wcrc initiatives by wmc. highland Icadcrs.J~~st 
afier the coup d'kat. the Ijarlac Committry of Bajaraka ctjmmissioncd Y 
Thih Eban to scnd a rncysagc ofcongratulations to General Minh. Soon thc 
committw dispatched another mcssagc, rcqucsting the new gnvc.rnmcnt 
to rele~w Y Yham Enuol and Paul Nur from jail.' As a mult. Nur was wt 
free and subuqucntly became Deputy Prtlvincc Chief for Highland Affairs 
in Kontum. According to Y Thih Eban, Gcr~eral Minh was w r y  distrustful 
of Y Bham and rcfuwd to grant him frccdnm. 

It was noted c-arlicr that in mid-1963 thr rcvivcd Hajaraka committee a t  
Buon Sar Pa Special Forccs camp had decided to cstablish contact with the 
Cambodian govcrnmcnt. According to Y l'hih Eban, Ccncral Nguyen 
Khanh. commander of thc I1 Corps (the country now was divided into 
fijur corps), had brcomc awarc of h s  and early in January 1964 scnt Y Sen 
Nie Kdam (3.1 U), a young Rhadi oficcr in hs xrcurity Corccs. to I'hnom 
Pcnh to ascertain what contact had been made b e t w i ~ n  thc Cambodians 
and Bajaraka. Born in 1943, Y -%-n had bccn educated in Ban Mr Thuot 
and had cotlvurted tc) Catholicism. I lis sister was married to R'mah Blui, 
son of theJarai lcadcr Rcorn Rock (3.1 1). At t'hnom I'cnh, Y Sen met 
with Lt. Col. Lcs Kowm, a Cambodian Cham security of iwr  in the Royal 
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Khmer Army who, according to Y Thih, had been involved in the 
formation of the earlier Front for the Libcration of Northrrn Cambodia 
and thc Front for the Liberation of Champa. Lcs Krwm and Y Sen 
discusstrd the Bajaraka movrmcnt, which Koscm had been following with 
great intrrest. and hc cncr~uragcd thc young Rhade to becomc an active 
mcmbc-r in it. Shortly after Y Scn returned tcl Ban Mc Thuot, the 
Vietnam- police went to Y 'Ilih's housr in Buon Alr-A to arrest him, 
but his parcnts informed tthcm that Y Thih was a t  thc Spccial Forces camp. 
Y Tbih noted that the pl icc  were reluctant to go thcrc, so he rcmainrd 
free. 

In April and August 1970.1 intcrvicwed Les K r x m  in Phnnrn Pr'enh. A 
tall gangling man with a long hcc and expressive, largc hands, he admitted 
that for a long time hr had bccn active in dissidrnt movcmcnts among thc. 
Cham and Khmcr Krom and that in 19G4 hc had becornc involved with 
the highlanders. Hc was candid in his dislike for the Vic-tnamesc, whom he 
virwed 3s invaders of Cham and Khmer lands. L= Kosem was particularly 
dose to Lon Non, brother ofLon No1 (who Icd the March 1970 movc that 
d r p d  Sihantluk), and to Khmer Krom lcadtrrs as wcll. All of them had 
studit-d at  the Ly& Sisowath in Phnom I'enh, which had bc-come a 
fountainhead fbr anti-Victnamesc scntimcnt. Thost from the lyck shared 
the \ision of the Cham kingdom and Khmcr empirc k i n g  restorcd some 
day. This, they fclt. could only bc rcalized through the extinction elf the 
Vietnamcsc, so they considered the war in Vietnam a blcss~ng. Formation 
of dissident movements in Victnam among the Khmcr Krom, Cham, and 
highlanders (to whom he kcpt referring as "110s pctits frC=rcs. lcs 
Montagnards") were an csscntial part of thc plan. 

111 January 1964 onc of the first sizahlr meetings of hightand leaders 
organized by Vietnamcsc authorities was hdd. According to 'I'ouneh Han 
Tho. Lt. Nguyen Van Nghiem, 3 psychological warfarc officer assigncd to 
the 23d 1)ivision headquarters in Ban Mc Thuot, had obtained permission 
in l)cccm?xr 1963 from his superior, Col. Vo Van Trong, who was in 
chargc of highlander rmttlement in I>arlac, to convrnc a meeting of 
highland Icaders. Prior to the meeting, Tuyen Iluc province lcadcrs, 
including Touneh Han Tho (4..'1), Tnunrh Han Din (4.31, Tounch Han Tin 
(;1-.II1), K'Kre (--1.5) K'Diang (a Lat judge and undc of K'Krc), and Ya Yu 
Sahau. prepared a letter addressed to Ckntrral Minh requesting the govern- 
mcnt to restorc the highlandcr law courts, Icgitirnizc highlander land 
claims. allow highland languages to bc taught, and to frtc all highland 



political prisoners. Everyone prcscnt signed the letter, and K'Krt., the 
delegate For the Ban Mc Thuot mceting. camcd it with him. Before the 
meeting. K'Krc had showcd the Icttcr to the D a r k  drlcgation, which 
included Y Dun Ksor (5.8), Y Ilhuat Nie Kdam, Y Ulu Nic Buon Dneng, 
Y Blieng Hmok, and Y Dhe Adrr~ng (5.10). All of them signcd it. At the 
meeting, on 8 January, K'Kre read the lcttcr to Col. Trong, who promised 
to take up thc matter with his supcnors. 

Meanwhilc., during the first wc-k  ofJanuary 1964 Y Bih AIco and other 
highlanders in the Highland Autonomy Movemcnt wcrc among the 150 
representatives attmding the Sccr~nd Congress of the NLF in Tay Ninh 
province. Among other things, Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho callcd for a 
negotiated settlement hllowing the withdrawal of American military 
forces. 

On FJ January 1I164 the ruling junta in Saigun was overthrown in a 
cnup d ' h t  headtrd by General Nguyrn Khanh. According to Nguycn 
Ngoc Tho, Gncral Minh, who likc Ijicrn and Nhu became. uneasy at  the 
detrpning American involvcmcnt in Vietnam and thc intensification of 
the fighting, had by late 1963 made contact with kinsmen and friends in 
the NLF. The objc-ctivc was to make arrangements for a political accom- 
modation leading to a cr~alition government, thereby avoiding any cxpan- 
sion of the war. But, Tho cxplaind, the Americans found out and wcrc 
angry. He addcd, "They (particularly Mr. McNarnara) wanted a military 
solution." 

Khanh was supported by Grnrral Tran Thicn Khicm, who had been 
involvcd in the overthrow of Ilicm and was now comrnandc-r of thc 111 
Corps, and Col. Nguyen Chanh Thi. a lcadcr of a 1960 mutiny attempt 
and recently rcturned from exile in Cambodia. They moved quickly, 
scnding generaIs Ton That Dinh, Tran Van Don, and LC Van Kim into 
houw arrest in Ualat. Nguycn Khanh bccamt primr ministcr. General 
Iluong Van Minh was appointed head of state, and Southern Dai Viet 
leader Dr. Nguyrn Ton Hoan returned t c l  Victnam to become vice- 
premier.4 

On 1 1 February 1964 General Khanh ordcrcd the immediate release of 
Y Bham Enuol. In a discussion concerning thcsc ewnts while Khanh was 
visiting Cornell University on 6 Decembrr 1973, hc cxplained that he felt 
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that hc undcrstrmd the highland problems hrtter than most Saigon Ieadcrs 
bccause of his background. He had been commander of Mohilr. Group 11 
which had ht-m inwdved in highland operations in 1!)54. Also. as com- 
mander of the 11 Corps hc had met with Y Bham and othcr Bajaraka 
leaders. After hr became prime minister. Khanh said. l c  thought it wax 
timc to a\;-c the highlanders all opportunity to assume some responsibility 
in thc administration. 

Frdlowing his rclcase. Y Bham was named Ilcputy Province Chief for 
IIighland AEairs in Darlac. Although he was closc-ly watched by the 
province wcurity police, Y Hham began to meet with Nay Luctt ('2.2(i), 
who now was working as an interpreter for the USOM n-prcscntativc in 
Cheo Rco. to discuss thc future of the Bajaraka movcment. Meanwhile, at 
Uuon Sar Pa, Y Thlh Eban was moving ahcad with plans to contact the 
Cambodians. According to him. in March 1964 he sent Y Klong Nic to 
mc-et Ccd. Les Kosem on thc bank of the Dam river. a dividing line 
brtwecn Vietnam and Cambodia. Y Klong carried with him a request for 
Cambodian hdp should the Vietnamese police move against any of thc 
Bajaraka leaders. Les Kowm rcplied in a letter t r l  Y Hham that his govern- 
ment would respond i f  such a need arose. 

During this period the Khanh government was making attcmpts to 

formulate programs that would mect the highlanders' necds. Sornr statf 
oficcm of the 11 Corps commander C;cneral130 Can 'rri pn~duccd a book- 
Irt cntitlcd '17ie Il<~lrla~r&r Issue i r r  Virtt~mn which became thc basis fr~r new 
highland policies. Esscntiall Y, it advocated programs fur improving the 
highland pcnple's standard of living and call4 for a new organization to 
deal with highland affairs, i.c., to replace thc Bureau for I Iighland Affairs, 
which did little but monitor cadre programs supported by the Americans. 
As a rcsult ofthis booklet, on 28 April 1964 Prernicr Khanh issucd an order 
inviting fifiy-ninc highland rcpwsentatives to Saigon to discuss chc needs 
and desires oftheir pcople. Among thrm uycrr Bajaraka activists. including 
Y Rham Enuol, l'aul Nur (I. 13). Y Dhc Adrong (5.10). Nay Luett (2.26), 
and Touprcmg Ya Ba (4.9). Other lcaders includcd I'ounch Han Tho (4.2), 
Tnuneh Wan Tin (4.1 3), and Y Chon Mlo Duon Du. 

Therr also were some leaders from more rcmote ethnic groups in mn- 
tral Vietnam. Clnc of thw was Anha, a Bru from Khc- Sanh in upland 
Quang Tri province- Hc had bccn born in 1930 at Ta Cong, a village near 
Khe Sanh. Whcn he was intervicwd at  I B  Cong in M a y  1964, he related 
that the Frcnch wife of Felix Polin, one of the local coffee- planters, left hrr 



husband (he also had two other "wi\~cs." one Vietnamrsc and one Bru) and 
took up with Anha's fathcr, a Bru Icadcr. Madamc. Polin wnt Anha to be 
educated in Huc at the same school her son I'hhppe was attrnding. Around 
the age of twcnty, Anha joincd thr French army and aftcr the French 
departed hund a position in thc administration. Follorving the anti-Diem 
coup d'ctat, hourcvcr, he was jailcd as a " ~ ) I c ~ ~ s K . "  Relrastd early in 196.2, 
hc bccame Deputy Ilistnct Chief for Highland Affairs. 

Clthcr rcprc.sentati\ycs from central Virtnam wcrc Dinh Roi (who latcr 
would be electcd tu the National Assembly) and Major Dinh Np, both 
Hre from the Re rivrr sallcy nf interior Quang Ngai province. Dinh Ngo 
was born art~und ISM in Son Ha, inland frnm Quang Ngai city, whcrc his 
fathcr was a well-trdn local Icadcr who owned "many slaves." When he 
was interviewed in Quang Ngai inJunc 1964, hc admitted that he had 
(1-ncd twenty da\?n hi mselfl He also relatd that in 1 95-1 he was involvtd 
in a Hrr uprising against the Vict Minh who were occupying the Re river 
valley. Hc. claimcd tllat as many as Fi,000 Vict Minh werr killcd. In 1964 
Major Dinh Ngo was in charge of thtr Kcgional and Popular Forcrs among 
the Hrc. and he was considcrcd a lcadcr in the R r  vallcy. While we were 
talking, a l Ire and his thrcu. sons from a vdlage near Gia Vuc appeared at the 
door, explaining that thc Vict Cong had attackcd his village and hs thwr 
sons WCTTL' injurcd. One had an arm missing. thc othcr two had bandagcd 
fwt. Thr Amcrican Special Forccs had arrangtd h r  their treatment a t  thr 
hospital at Danang, and now they wcrc trying to return trl thcir villagc. 
II inh Ngo took them ill, giving them food and cold drinks. T h c  boys had 
ncver seen ice and registered strung dislikc of it. 

On 5 May 1964, fivc days b&rr thc mcccillg of highland Icadcrs. 
Khanh signed a dccree upgrading the Bureau of Highland Affairs to a 
1)ircctoratc of Highland Affairs undrr thc Ministry of Defense. Hc named 
Lt. Col. Nguycn I'hi I'hung of tht Crntral Intelligencr Organization as 
hcad, and thc Iieadquartcrs was movcd horn Huc to Saigon. O n  9 May thc 
highland representativts mct with Premier Khanh. According to 'I'ounrh 
Han Tho. thcy prewntcd him with a request fix a rcviryal of the stahtt 

pafliculier that had k - n  prornulgatcd by Bao Dai on 21 May 1951. This 
documcnt strcssed the n ~ v d  fc~r a "free evolution" of thc highlanders with 
the government aiding them through socioeconomic dc\yclopment pro- 
grams. It called for grratcr participation of highlanders in the adminis- 
tration. It also guaranteed thc continuance ofthe highlander law courts and 
the right of highland pc-,pic to own land. 'l'hr rc-prcscntatives also asked 
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that thcy h- allowed to orsanize 3 "spccial force" of thrrir own to provide 
security for the mountain region. 

This was the first timc that highland leaders had had the opportunity to 
communicate directly r o  the head ofstate thcir dcsirc. to maintain their own 
ethnic identity. I t  also signalrd the willingntrss ofan cvcr-growing number 
of highland lcadcrs who werc not Hajaraka activists to voicc thc -me \.icw-s 
as thoxr in the movement had. In addition. this gathering senred as a means 
ofsprcading ethnonationalist sentiments among lcaders from more remote 
parts of the highlands. Both Anha and Major IXnh Ngo cxprrssed thcir 
contentment a t  meeting thc leaders from Ban Me Thuot, Kontum. I'leiku, 
Chm Reo, and llalat. Both said that they agrrttd with the things thesc mm 

drrmanded of thc government, and thcy had carried ncws of thcsc cvcnts 
back to thcir own provinccs. 

1 had rrrturnd to Victnam in January 196.1- with the intmtion of 
conducting additional research on the highlanders for thc KANL) 
Corporation. Until approval of the project crluld be obtaincd hr~m thc 
Advanced Rcsrarch Projccts Agency- of the Department of Ikfcnse, I 
agreed to do a study of cross-cultural communication bctrvmn Amcrican 
military adviscrs and their Victnamest: coun t~ r~a r t s .~  This rrsearch tcwk 
me to many parts of rural South Victt~am, and I took the opportunity to 
gather information on the highland leadcrs. 

111 May 196'4 1 visited Khc Sanh in the Uru country ofupland Quang Tri 
just bclow the demilitarized zone (KC map 4)- I staycd in the Special Forces 
post, located in an old French fort above the town, which was set in a 
beautiful grcrn valley. Khc Sanh was \,cry small. but thr stone bridgc and 
small shops gave it thc lrw~k of rural France. Closc by werc scwral French 
coffkc r-states (the cclffw from Khr  Sanh w a s  rcputcd to bc thc. best in 
Indochina), one of which was run by Phlippe I'olin, whose fathr-r had 
rcwntly been killd on Routc 9 by the Vict Cong. Philippc explained that 
his fathcr had k g u n  thr plantation in 1904. building his stone houw and 
also planting the avocado trcr, still heavy with fruit, that stood ncxt to the 
entrance. 

Thcrc must have h c ~ n  a timr. when thc beauty of Khc Sanh was 
cnhancd by tranquillity. but that time was long gonc. Uy early 1964, 
fighting around the town in the grccn fnmts had prompted l'hilippe to 
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send his wife and children to live in coastal I-Iur. Thc Bru had been flccing 
their villages in thc mountains, wttling along Route 9 as bcst thry could. 
ltccciving wrnc hclp from the government, thcy wcrc now building new 
houses, and some werc farming in thr nearby hills. To the west of Khc- 
Sanh was the Lao Bao pass, thc historic invasion route, and there thc ruins 
of chc nnttlrinus Lao Bao Frcnch political prison were obscurcd by the tall, 
waving clcphant grass. Thc Lao village nearby looked exactly likc thow 1 
had m n  in thr Mc-kong river valley. 

Aftcr lcaving Khc Sanh, I visited other remote Special Forccs camps 
located in the highlands of central Victnam. At Ashau thrrc. was  a small 
settlement of Pacoh, and at An Ihcm (where thc Frcnch had had a post) 
there was a village of Katu refugees. Thcrc also nrcrc Katu refugees in the 
northern end of the 'Ih Rau valley. inland from thc Hai Van pass. between 
Huc and Ilanang. I stayed at Nam Dong, thc small Spccial Forces camp 
located on a rise surrounded by chick f~~n-st .  On the morning of6 July 1964 
a rc-inhrcrd battalion of Viet Cong. ncwly arriwd from North Vietnam. 
attacked thc post. Icaving nvo Americans and a largc numbcr of Vict- 
namese dcad. In thc vicious fighting, the entire post was dcstmycd. 
(Thc ficld notcs I carried with me were burncd.) The Amcncan tram 
lc-adcr, Captain Kogrr Ilonlon (who was badly wc~undrd leading the 
dcfcnsc of thc camp), was the first American in Victnam to receive the 
Congrcssiond Mcdal of kiant~r. 

Tra\ycling farthrr scluth in July 1964, I found thc town of Chco Rm 
(now the capital of Phu Bon province) had grown considerably since 1957 
dur to thr influx of Virtnamw civil servants and military pcm~nncl with 
their families. AI..u, there were land dex~elopmcnt ccnters in the vicinity of 
Chco Rm, increasing thr markrt functions of the town. A main strcct had 
developed and was lined with shops. most of which wcrc owncd by 
Chincsr and Indians. At the Sprcial Forces camp. located in thc Jarai village 
of Bon Beng four kilometers from the town, there was strong Bajaraka 
influence among the Strike Force, which was composed of jarai and 
Bahnar. 'I'wo of the leaders were the intcrprctcrs, a Khadi named Y 
Kdruin Mlo (IL.24) and Kpa Doh, a Jarai. Both were handsome young 
mm, born in 1937, and educated in Ban M e  Thuot. Y Kdruin Mlo always 
called himself PhiIippe Drouin. and in thc camp the Americans called him 
"Cowboy" because he favorcd tight-fitting clothrs, a belt with a large 
brass bucklc, and a sizablc hat. Kpa Iloh's name became "Pardo" for the 
Americans. l'hilippc was married to Kcom H'un, daughter of thc jarai 



leader Nay Mod  (2.17), making hlm thc brother-in-law of Bajaraka 
activist Nay Luctt (2.26) who was working as an intcrprckr for USOM in 
Cheo Reo. Nay Luctt rcportrd that Philippe treat4 thc girl badly, often 
beating her, and thcp soon wtrparated. Subscqucntly, the girl had wverc 
mental problems. 

In July 1964 wmc- drastic changes began to takc place in the Bajaraka 
movement that wcre tn bring a new and militant phaw in highland 
ethnonationalism. Y Thih Eban was ordcrcd to leave Buon Sar l'a and 
becr~mc. llrputy Province Chicf for I Iighland Affairs at 3ao Loc (Blao), 
capital of Lam Dong province. I Ic lcft Y Dhon Adrong in charge { o f  the 
Bajaraka ct~mmitttu- at Buon Sar Pa. Soon after, a Bajaraka dclcgation 
consisting of Y Dhon, Y Nuin Hmok (who later was killed in Cambodia), 
and Lt. Y Nham Eban mct with Col. L a  Kosem and Col. Urn Savuth of 
the Royal Khmer Army at a post in the hrest ofthe Cambodian prtlvinctr 
of Mondolkiri. According to a South Victnamrw source, Les Koscm 
succccdcd in convincing Y Dhon that he should mcrgr the Bajaraka 
Movement with thc Front for the Liberation of Champa and the Struggle 
Front of thc Khmcr of Lowrr Cambodia (the KKK).' Lcs Kowm and Y 
Dhon then designed a new flag with three horizontal stripes of grwn, red, 
and blue and thrcc stars rcprwnting the Cham. Khmcr Krtmn, and the 

hghlanders. 
According to Kstx Kuk (5.1 l), who spcnt a long time in Cambodia with 

the highland dissidt-ts, a French "adviscr" (whtlsc- name he did not know-) 
to Lxs Koscm in Phnt~m Penh was responsiblc for thcx developments. This 
adviscr told Koscm that the only plausible stratcgy for the Cham and 
Khmcr Krom was to merge their ethnonationalist movcmmts with thc 
Bajaraka in ordcr to make one concerted effort to achitvc their similar 
goals. 

Mcanwhilr the Victnarnew govcrnmcnt was continuing its cfGorts tc) 
gain mow support among highland lcadc-rs. On 25 August 1964 a 

govcmmcnt-sponsored confcrcncc hr highland representatives was held 
in I3alat. Each prr~vincc of the 11 Corps wnt a dclcgation that submitted a 

list of what they wanted of thc government. These lists included a widc 
range of health programs (additional hospitals, dispcnsarifi, and villagc 
mtrdical strrvices) and an education program. They also rcqucstcd that more 
highlanders be appoinccd to tht- administration. 
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'Ihat same month. Gtncral Nguyen tiuu Co, commander of thc I1 
Corps, Formed a comrnittcr consisting of Lt. bIgu).cn Van Nghiem, 
Captain Touprong Ya Ba (4.9), Captain Y I'em Knuol, Y Chon Mlo 
Duon Ilu. and Siu l'lung (1 -23) tn organizr a gathering ofhighland lcadcrs 
with thc goal ofcxpressing thcir "aspirations." Thc- mrcting was hcld at the 
new ARVN Officers' Club (callcd the Phuong Hoang or "Phoenix") in 
Pleiku. The Rhadt delegation inc1lidc.d Y Bham Enuol, Y Dhc Adrclng 
(5.10), Y Soay Khuor (1 .I  l ) ,  Y Chon Mlo IJur~n Ilu. and Y l3lu Nie 
Buon-13rieng. The Bahnar uyrc Plerrc. Yuk (1  .12), Paul Nur (1.1 3), and 
his maternal uncle, Hiar (1 -7). Siu I'lung (1 -23) was the only Jarai, and the 
Chru lcadcrs wrrc Tounch Han Tho (4.2), Touprung tliou (.$.4), and 
Touneh Han Tin (4.13). K'Biang. the Lat judge, also attcndcd. 

According to Touneh I Ian Tho, thc rrprcsmtativcs again prtrscmtcd 
t b i r  q u c s t  that thcsra~rtrparticuli~r of Baa I)ai be reinstated. Y Bham was 
thr spokc-man for thc group, and hc particularly emphasized the right of 
the hghland peoplc to have titlcs fclr the land thcy claimrd and thc right to 
thcir own courts. Hc- also asked that a sprciaI secondary school (Iike thc 
College Sabatier) bc established f ix  highland students. 

On YO Scptembcr I964 Saigon was jolted by ntrws of revolts that had 
broken out in highland Special Forccs camps. Violencr struck at  Butln Sar 
['a and Bu Prang. both closc tto the Cambodian bordcr southwcrst of Ban 
Mc Thuot, and also at  Han Don. the old elephant trading ccntcr. Thrrc. was 
trtmblc too at Huon Mi Ga, southeast of Ball Me Thutjt (scc map 4). At 
Buon Brieng, northeast of Ban Mc Thuot, a rcvolt was avcrttrd by thc 
quick thinking of the American captain (wr hclow). According to Kpa 
Doh, who was interviewed at l'hnom Pcnh in July 1970, thc revolts had 
been plannrd by Col. Lcs Kosem and Col. Urn Savuth with thc aid of Y 
Uhon Adrong and Kstx Ilhuat, a Jarai from Chco Keo who had many 
contacts in the camps affected. 

In a latcr discussion of these rvcnrs, Tracy Atwood, who had bc-rn an 
IVS volunterr, dcscribcd how he had been caught in thr. Uuon Sar Pa 
revdt. At the time he had bccn running an agricultural training ccntcr at 
Iluc Lap district town, and on thc evening of  19 September 1964, while 
visiting the S p r d  Forces camp at Butm Sar Pa, he dccided to spnd the 
night. Around 10: 00 in the evcning a Rhadt battalion cornmandcr camc 
into the American quarters and said, somcrwhat incoherently, that there 
would be "tmuble" that night but that thc Americans would not be 
harmcd. C~ptain Charlcs Darnell, hcad of the S ~ c i a l  Forces tcam (it was a 



"split" team of six men with thc other six at ncarby Bu Prang) gave 
Atwood a carbine and told him that ifanything happcncd hc should go to a 

bunker. At 1 :00 A.M. on the morning of YO September Atwood was 
awake~icd by shouting, screaming, and shooting. He reached for the car- 
bine but it was gone (the diss~dcnts had cakcn it). Whcn hc rc-achd the 
front door of thc hut, hc hund himself face-to-face with several high- 
landers. One shouted in English, "This is our night! We're going to kill 
Victnamcsc!" 

Thcy took Atwood to thc "team hr~usc-" (whrrr the American tcam had 
thcir office and mcss), which was built on piling. Just as they were going up 
thc stairs. Atrvord was startlcd by angry shouts accompanied by bursts and 
flashcs from an automatic urcapcm. One of thr highlanders was emptying a 
clip of ammunition into thc back of a Vic-tnamrsc interpreter undcr the 
veranda. The rcbcls pushcd Atwood into the main room where the six- 
rncmbcrs ofthc Amcrican tram were gathered. Shortly afterward. Y Ilhon 
Adrr~ng camc ill and sat down, placing a flag over his knccs. Hc cxplaitlcd 
that thc camp had k-cn taken over by the Unitcd Strugglc Front f i ~ r  the 
Opprrsscd Kaces-FULRO-and hc pointcd to thr thrcc- stars. noting 
what thry represented. Thrn he read a "FULKO manifcsto" stating that 
thc aim of thc revolt was to rctakc thc tcnitory that the Vietnamese had 
"stolrn" from the highlanders, the Cham, and Khmer Krom. Atrvood 
noticed that there were some references in the tcxt to "Amcrican imperial- 
ists," but Y Dhon carefully skippcd thcm. Thc manifnto was signcd by Y 
Bham Enuol (for the highlanders), Chau Dara (for thc Khrncr Krt~m), and 
Ponagar ( h r  the Cham). Y Dhon informed thc Americans that the 
FULRO troops werc going to attack Ban Mc Thuot. and if thcy tund 
into Radio Han M c  Thuot at 7 : 00 A.M. thcy would find it in the hands of 
the rebels. Y Dhon then departed. 

Outside there was continued shoc~ting as thr Vietnamese Special Forces 
team defended itself in its quarters. Thc cook brought the Americans some 
coffee, and Captain Damell reached thc Bu Prang camp tcam on the radio. 
Lt. Webb, commander of  the Bu l'rang tcam, rrrportrd that the Americans 
still had control ofthe camp but that most of thc Strike Force had gone to 
Trois FrontiPres to meet FULRC) troops coming from Cambodia. He 
speculated that they might be planning to attack Gia Nghia, capital of 
Quang Iluc province. By G:W A.M. the shooting had cndcd. Thc 
Vietnam= camp commander was tied to thc flagpole, hut all of the 
Victnamcsc Spccial Forux team had been killed and thcir brldics thrown 



into the latnnc. With thc camp under their contrt>l, the FULRO agents 1c.d 
most of the Strike Force in thc direction of Ban Mc Thunt. At 7 : 00 A.M. 
VNAF aircraft (T-28 and AlE fighters) began to buzz thc camp, but thcy 
did not open fire. 

At Buon Brieng a differtmt situation unfolded. In his account of it 
journalist Howard Sochurck drscribed how on the morning of 20 
Scptcmber 1964 Captain Vernon Gillespie was informed of the events 
taking place at Buon Sar Pa and Bu Prang.' Without hesitation hc sum- 
moned Y Jhon Nir, a Rhadi. battalion commander, and his bur  company 
commanders. When thcy arrived at the mess hall, Gillrspic was firm. He 
intbrmcd them that a rcvdt had begun, quickly adding that he was in 
charge of thc camp. I k told Y Jhon not to move against any of thc 
Vietnamcse. saying, "To kill thcm. you'll haw to kill me first." If there was 
any disturbance in cht- camp. he pointcd out to Yjhon, it wouldjeopardize 
all of their livcs. "The Vict Cong havc infiltrated this camp," hc noted. 
"You and I both know it." 

Y Jhon pondrrcd thc situation and then su~gcsted tn Gillcspie that sincc 
he and thr American alrcady were "brothers" bccause they had performed 
an alliancc ccrcmony, they might havc anothcr ritual to ally thcmselvcs 
with Captain Truong, the Victnamcsc camp commander. C;illcspie agrc-d 
and Y Jhon obtained the services of a shaman from a nearby village- 
ilrcssed in RhadC loincloths and shirts, Y Jhun, Gillcspie, and Truong 
participawd in the alliance ritual, which involved thc slaughter of a pig and 
snmc chickrns and crremonial drinking from srvcn jars of alcohol while 
thc shaman placed brass bracelets around thrir wrists. The strategy had its 

desired effec~, and a revolt was avemd at Buon Uricng. 
By midmorning of M Septembcr a tocal of around 3,000 Strike Fr~rcc 

membcrs were in revolt. Thcy had movcd on Ban Mc Thuot from Buon 
Sar I'a, Ban Ilon (whcrc the Vicmamcse were hcld prisoner), and Buon Mi 
Ga (where most of thc Vietnamese had d n  killcd). They captured thc 
radio station south of thc town and occupied somc villagtrs, such as Buon 
Enao. According to Atwood, at about 10 : 00 A.M. some ofthc camp leaders 
still at Buon Sar I'a asked For an Amcncan to go with them to Ban Me 
'Thuot. Captain Darnell voluntr~rcd. and t h y  dcparted in a jccp. In Ban 
Me Thuot thcy picked up Y Ju Eban, who had h e n  working as an 
1ntcrprect.r for USOM, after whch thcy wrnt to the houw of Y Bham 
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Enuol, who got in the jccp. 'l'hey remrned to1 B u m  Sar l'a, and Y Bham 
went into the team hut  to have coffec. Soon a jeep full o f  rcbcl soldiers 
arrivcd and took Y Bham down a road in thc dirrction of Cambodia. 

In midmorning of thc. first day of thc revt~lt (20 Scptcmbcr), a jeep spcd 
through the center of Ban Mc Thuot as sorncone thrcw nut leaflets. The 
lcaflct, written in Frcnch. was a "declaration" by the "fligh Committee oi 
the United Struggle Front fnr the Opprcsscd Kaces" stating that the 
highlands had been overrun by  "expansionist Vitttnamcsc" who werc 
pursuing a "systematic genocidal policy." It citcd "ten years of suGring," 
specifying that "our leadcrs ha\-e been shot, our historical monuments and 
tcmpltx have been bombed, and our schools have beer1 closcd." Ucuause of 
these things, the leaflet dcclarcd, the highlanders, Cham, and Khmer Krom 
jolinrd in the Unitcd Struggle Front far thc- Oppressed Itacc.5 so that they 
might "cope with the Vietnamcsc imprriahsts who arc supported by the 
Amcrican imperiahn who strrk to drag all Sr~utheast Asian countries into 
their block of war." Thc document was signed by Y Hham, Ponagar. and 
Chau Dara. 

I a a s  in Danang whcn news of thr revolt reached mc. late on  20 
Septcmbcr I!)ti4. George Tanham ofthe RANI 1 Corporation was mccting 
with Ambassador Maxwell Taylor and General William Westmorcland in 
Saigon. They asked mc to go to Han Me Thuot. Thc following morning I 
flrw to Ban Mc Thuot in a Caribou cargo aircraft. The airstrip near town 
was empty and thc streets of Bat1 M e  Thuot w-crc quirt. At thc Grand 
Bungalow the Amcrican wnior military adviser informd me that thc 
revolt was continuing. althr>ugh the radio station had bccn reoccupied by 
the Vietnamese sccurity police. Col. John Freund, dcputy senior adviser of 
the 11 Corps, had bem sent to Buon Sar Pa to deal with the situation. Thc 
rebels still threatcnd to attack Ban M c  'l'huot, and their first ultimatum 
was that all Victnamt-se must lcavr the highlands. 

Atwood was still at Buon Sar I'a on 21 Septcmbcr 1964 when Frcund 
arrived by hrrlici~pter. Freund and llarnell, the tcam leader, met and later 
told the Americans that "we arc p i n g  to act likc wrc arc. in charge hrrr." 
h e u n d  mountcd the veranda whcre some of the rcbcl Icaders in thc camp 
had gathered. Spcaking loudly in Frcnch. he shook his finger in the face of 
Y Tlur, a Ithadi interpreter and revolt leader. Atwood and some 
Americans who had come that morning from Ran Me l'huot decided to 
depart. As thcy were driving along Route 14 thcy paswd some of thc Buon 
Sar Pa armps en route back to the camp. Not long aftcr Atwood and thc 



others left, the rekls suddcnly dccidcd to hold Frcund. thc Amcrican 
Sprcial Forces team, and some Vietnam- civilians hostage. 

Thls created a nLw and tmsc situation. Victnamcsc lcadcrs in Saigon 
already were rankled at having thc FULKC) Rag flying over the camps. 
Thcre were reports that, upon hearing of thc rc.\.olts, I'rcrnicr Khanh 
blamed the Americans for the trouble. brcausr it was they whn had armed 
the highlanders. Genrral Wcstmorcland dispathcd Gcncral &n Sternberg 
to Ban Me Thuot tcl make sure everything was cnordinatcd through 
General Nguyrn Huu Co, t l  Corps' commander, and General Hoang 
Xuan Lam, commander of the 23d Division. 

On Tuesday 22 Septembrr Sochurc-k and I wcrc o n  our wag to find Y 
Blicng I Imok at Buon Pan Lam near the airstrip whtrn uyc cncuuntcrcd 
Captain Barry Peterwn, a young Australian t~ficrr who had k n  working 
with thc Villagc Ilefense Program and now was organizing yrmng Ithadt 
into a CIA-sponsored village cadre that had its training ccntcr in I'lciku. Hc 
was accompanied by onr of his young Rhadk Icadcrs. Y Jut Buon To 
(1.19), son of Y Soay Kbuor (1.1 1). who had k n  rlnr of the Ilarlac 
reprewncativcli at various meetings with government officials. Y Jut was 
marrird to H'rcc Ebm, sistcr of H'mct Eban, who had married the Bahnar 
leader Hiup (1.21)). Hiup's uncle, Phem (1 -1 7), had takrn another sistcr, 
H'bum Eban, as his third wife. Peterson and Y Jut led us to I3uc~n Enao, 
wherr FULRC) troops from Buon Bricng and Uurm Mi I3a had sct up a 
local hcadquartcrs. They were in the prows of improving thc dcfcnscs, 
digging new bunkcrs and trcnchcs. The leader of the camp outlined 
FULRO dcmands. They wanted one Icadc-r fix all of thc highlandcrs to 
rcprcscnt them in Saigon. They also wanted foreign mditary and e c w  

nomic aid directly channeled to tile highlands. Finally, they dcsircd a 
special highland military- force, traincd by the Americans, to provide 
security in chc region. 

Concerning the events at Buon Mi Ba, thc Icadcr said that the 
Victriamcw thcrc were slain because of the great hostility that had built up 
against thcm. Hc was aware that Premier Khanh had mct with highland 
leaders, but he was nut imprcssrd by thc many promises made by the 
government. FULKO, hc addcd. felt that the government had to br 
gcjadcd into action. "We had to wakr the slwping dog," hc concluded. 

That afternoon William Bcachncr, the rcgional director for the Political 
Scction of the U.S. Embassy-, and I met with Gcncral Sternberg to discuss 
the situation. Aftrrward we flcw to Saigon. First we went tu MACV to 





On 23 September General Kichard Depuy (who hati hccn involvcd in 
Operation Switchback) was scnt to Ban M e  Thuot to cope with the 
continuing crisis. At thc Grand Bungalow he formcd an ad hoc committrrr 
that included Bcachner and mc. Word had come in that Y Bham was 
willing to meet with government reprcwntatives and a favorable rcply was 
sent by General Co. Meanwhile, the hostagm at Buon Sar Pa w-crc still 
being hcld, although Frcund was allorvcd to have radio contact with thr 
Amrricans at Ban Me Thuot and a mrsscngcr was allowed to go back and 
forth by helicopter. Thr following day I'remier Khanh arrivcd in Ban Mc 
Thuot as an indication of his growing impaticnce. Aftcr he departcd in the 
afternoon, generals Lc Van Kim and Ton That Dinh were rclcascd from 
house arrcst in Dalat to go to Ban M e  Thuot as Khanh's represrmtati\-cs. 

That rvcning, at their requcst, General l k p u y  and I wcnt to mrrt with 
them and Gcncral h a n g  Xuan Lam, commander of the 23d Ilivision. LC 
Van Kim recalled how hr and I had mct in the highlands in 1957, and he 
arkcd how I thought thc uprising could be rest>lvcd. Fortunately, I had 
preparcd a writtrn plan, but bcfore I prrscntcd it I rrvicwcd briefly some of 
the background (Illem policies and so forth) that had lcd to thr dcvelop 
mcnt of cthnonationalist movcmcnts among the highlanders. Then I 
outlincd what 1 would do to cope with thr situation. First. to avoid hrthcr 
violenctr, I would continue ncgotiating with FULRO. Second. 1 would 
announce a m i c s  of programs that could be implemcnted immediately to 
meet some of thc outstanding nec-ds and desires that already had bwn 
expmwd by highland lcadcrs. They would includc such thing as restoring 
the highlander law courts. allowing indigenous languages to be taught, 
reestablishing coursm for highlanders at the National Institute of 
Administration, and naming qualified highland civil servants to mow 
rcsponsibIc positions in the province and district administrations. 

I also cxprcssed my oplnion that it would be bcttrr to deal with a wide 
spcctrum of highland leaders. This could bc done by calling a congress of 
reprcwntatives from every cthnic group and FULRO once thc revolt had 
subsided. It would be held in Plciku. I passed Le Van Kim the writtcn plan. 
Thc two Victnamr~ generals cxprcssed approval and tclcphoned Prcmicr 
Khanh in Ilalat t c ~  read him thc plan. Gcncral Depuy and the Vietnamese 
;>ficers shiftcd to a discussion ofhow to cope with the continuing revolt. It 
was agrwd that a &ow of form was necessary, accompanied by a cutoff nf 
;upplies. 



0 1 1  26 Scptcmbtr a letter written in French arrived hum Y Ilham saying 
that he rcgrcttcd nut having ct>mmtinic~tcd furthcr about his propowd 
rn~~ting,  but, he stipulated, such a rnt~ung could o~ i ly  takc place if the 
Vietnamcsc were removed from Ban Mc. Thuot. Thc American mcssmger 
bringing rhc lcttrr n u t 4  that at Uuon Sar 1'3 thc. rebel who wcmed to br in 
chargt. was a "bearded Cham." Whilr discussins thrw events with mc at 
Phnom I'cnh i l l  1970, Col. Lc.s Kosem admitted that hc was the bcardrd 
Cham. Hc had gone to thc camp to dircct the FULKO oprrations. and he 
had dealt with Freund. Hc l augh4  as hc rccallrd thr situation. saying, 
"Please givc my regards to Col. Freund." 

LC Van Kiln was called back to I h l a t ,  and Khanh arrivcd in Uan Mc 
Thuot to confer with -1'c)n That Dinh. Unknown to the Amcricans, thcy 
decidcd that military action would haw to k takcn. No congrcss or any 
other concc3sions to the higldandcrs could hr rnadc until the revolt was 
complctcly resolvcd with thc Vietnarncw hostagc-s frccd unharmcd. 
Shortly after midnight on 27 Scptrmber 1 !164, Freund sent word to Ijepuy 
that hc had just k n  told that Khanh had secretly given the order to attack 
Buon Sar Pa at 9:00 A.M. I)c.puy gatherd his ad hoc committtrt: in his 
quarters. I L was angercd at what hr considcrrd to bc a "double cross" by 
the Vietnamese, who had agrccd that no military action would takr place. I 
expressed thc view- that pcrhaps it was a ploy by Khanh to guad thc 
Americans into action. ' f i e  "sccret" was l r ~ k e d  to Freund so that Dcpuy 
would haw to get thc hostage- released and end the dissidence. 

Dcpuy formulatd t\+-o xhrmes to gc-t the hostages frccd before 9 : OU. 
Thc first called for Freund to get Y Tlur to gathcr everyone at  8:00. 
Freund would thm announce that hc was going to free the Vietnam~x 
hoscagcs, afier which he would take a crowbar and spring the lock on thc 
prison compound. Meanwhile hclicopters dispatched fmrn Ban M e  Thuot 
would arrive just as thr prisoners were relrased (if the rebcls had not 
restrained Freund or, worse. killcd him) to pick them up. Thc second 
stratcgy called for sixty-eight U.S. Spccial Forces mcn to attack the camp 
(which was defended by o w r  three hundred well-armed highlanders). 
Dcpuy then consulted with generals Lam and IIinh, asking that they 
refrain from any attack on thc camp until all of thc hostages wcn- freed. 
They telephoned Khanh in IIaIat and he agreed. 

At daybreak, it appcarcd that ground fog might delay the departure of 
the helicopters, but by 7 : $5 thcy were ablc to leavc. Mcan~vhilc, a t  Buon 
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Sar I'a, Y Tlur had gatlirrcd cvcryonc in the center c d  thc cmip,  and 
Frcund tnadc his dcclar~t~oti .  In the tense atmo5pherc, hc wrcnchcd tlic 
lock, opcninf: t l ~ c  prison comp~u t ld  just ac tllc hclicoptcrs sppc;~rt.d. Y TILI~  
and the FULIIC) troops wcrc immobilc as tlic Vietnamcw hostages mn for 
tlic hclicoptcrs. Arrangcrncnts liad bcrn rnnde for Mnjnr Touprtmg Ys Rn 
(i1.l)) t o  go to Buon Snr 1'8 with General Dcpuy. They arrived ;IS A R V N  
i~riits a t  D t ~ c  Lap began ninving in tlie d~rcctiori of tlic csrnp. Ya 133 
cxplsined to the FULItC) lenders that thc ARVN troops wcrc coming and 
t h a t  thc Iiighlandcrs shnuld not open firc. o n  them or  it would set off a 
bloodbath. All o f  thc Atnericanc boarded tllc warting hclicopters and, 
unw~ttingly, lcft Yn Ha bcllind. Ya Ba cxplniried afterward that Iic pleaded 
with the FULRC) troops to remain calm and had very anxious moments 
when the ARVN commander critered thc camp. Thc FULRO Icadcw 
agrccd to havc their mcn m c k  their arms nround t l ~ c  flngpolt.. After they 
liad done co, I'remicr I<hnnli entcrcd and, assisted by Y Tlur, lowered thc 
FULRC) flag. He announced that amnesty would bc grantcd Y Tlur and 
ntl~cr agitators sntl that tlie FULRO troop$ would be sent to Ban Mc 
Tlluot tbr reassignment. 

At the othcr dissident csrnps. tlic xituntinns wcrc rcsolvetl as AIXVN 
units movcd in to assumc coritrtll. With thc revolts now cndcd, the 
Victnarnc~e govcrnmcrlt annnunced that new highlard pmvince and 



district chic6 would be appointed and a congress of highland leaders 
would bc convened in I'lciku. Major Tcmprong Ya Ba was promoted to 
Lt. Colonel." 

Y Bham Enuol and his fi~llowers, including many of thc. Strike Force 
personntrl from the camps that had bccn in dissidence (estimates ran from 
500 to IL,000), wcrc rcpr~rted to havc moved to thc old French military 
post at Camp LC Rolland in thc neighboring Cambodian provincc of 
Mondulkiri. Y Bharn's group of assistants includcd Y Dhon Adrr~ng, 
Y Uhan Kpuor. Y Ju Eban, and Ksor llhuat. In addition, his leadership 
attracted some young, educated highlanders who subscyuently went to 

join FULRO in Cambodia. Typical of thcsc were Kpa Dnh, the Jarai 
interpretcr from the Special Forces camp at Bon Beng, and Ksor Kok 
(5.1 I ) ,  nephew of Ksor l lun (5.8), who was a leader in Ban M e  Thuot. 
Ksor Kok was staying with his uncle whilc attending secondary school in 
Ban Mc Thuot, but he abandoned his studies to join FULKO. 

A FULRO document datcd 17 October 1964 outlined thr l'rovisional 
Govcrnmcnt of the "High Plateaus of Champa." ' 1)iscussing the various 
FULRO designations, such as the High Illatcaus of Champa. Les Kosem 
pointed out that a t  onc time the ccntral highlands had bwn pan of 
Champa. This hegemony cndcd with thc southward expansion of the 
Vietnamcsc and the defeat of the Cham in 147 1. According to thc FULRO 
document, the president of the Council of  Ministers was Y Dham Enuol 
and the first vice-president was Y Dhon Adrong. Y Ju Eban, one of thc 
foundcrs of the Bajaraka movement, was first vicc minister of foreign 
affairs. The first vice minister of agricultun- was Y Ilhc Adrong (5.1 O), 
ourncr of a coffee cstatc ntrar Ban Mc Thuot; Y Wick Burm Ya, who later 
scrvcd in the Lower Houw of the National Assembly, was the vice ministcr 
of health. There also was a Ministry of Finance, a Ministry of Information 
and Psychological Action, and a Ministry of Youth, Cults, and Social 
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Action. Most of thc. othcr positions in thc provisional govcrnmcnt were 
held by Cham (Cambndian Cham fi>r the most part) or Khmcr Krom. 

THE I'LEIKU CONFERENCE 

'Ihc FULKO revolt took placc at a time when thc govcrnmcnt of Nguyen 
Khanh was b m t  with problems duc to growirlg opposition, mostly from 
Buddhists. After the coup d'ctat hy Khanh inJanuary 1961. the Buddhist 
Icadcrs had organized the United Buddhist Church, wit11 monks occupy- 
ing most of thc high positions. 'I-hich Tri Quang, who had bcrn a 1c.adcr in 
opposing IIicm, was secretary gcncral of the Clerical Council, rcsponsiblc 
for mattcrs of  faith and doctrine. Thich Tarn Chau bcr-amr dircctnr nithc 
Ilharma Institute, charged with sccular affairs. The Khanh grlvcrnmcnt 
gavr the Buddhists wrnr land in Saigon for thc-ir 13harma Instirutc and the 
administratio11 also incxascd thc numbcr o f  Buddhist chaplains in che 
army. Noncthclm, the Huddhists wcrc bccomiilg incrrasingly critical of 
Khanh. 

Thrrc. also was troublr brewing bctrvccn the Buddhists and Catholics. 
who had bccn strengthening thcir militant wing. Early in 1964, thcrc wcrc 
Catholic marches and countcmarchc~ on fcast days, prditicral annivcrsarics, 
and Sundays. To makc- matters worn. Khan11 began to havr trouhlc with 
his Southern Ilai Vict supporters. 'I'hinking that Amcricnn support of 
his gowrnmcnt was unqualified, in August 1964 Khan11 produccd a 
"Provisiclnal Charter" which wadd, in c f f ~ t .  havc girm him abw1utr. 
pcl-crrs. This sct offdrrnt,nstrations and riots ill Hue, Danang, Qui Nhon, 
Nhatrang, and Saigon. By Scptcmhcr thcrc was open conflict bc-twc~n thc 
Buddhists and Catholics." 

The FULKO revolt was disquieting fi,r thc Americans in Saigon and in 
Washington as well. Not only did it come a t  a time of internal turmoil in 
Vietnam but also at a rntlmcnt when American military invtdvcnicnt was 
deepning. The Tonkin Cdf bombings had taken placc on 5 August, and 
thcrc. was a stuady incrcasc. it1 Amcrican military pcrsunnc.1 in Victnam. (Uy 
thc end of 1964 thcrc w-crc 23,000-an incrcasr of i,.i(K) during the 
yrar.)" The situation was rendered even more complicated duc to an 
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Amcrican strategy that rclattd the Tonkin Gulf bornbillg and prtjcctcd 
futurc. burnbins of North Victl~arn a, artainr~~ct~t nF political stability in 
South Vietnam. 111 tllis context. thc FULItO uprisieg and dissidrncr. cock 
on added sigrli ficancc. 

According to the I'cntagon Papcrs, o n  18 Angust 1964 Ambassador 
Taylor cabled Washington rccomrncnding that "a cnrcfully orchcstr3tc'd 
bombing attack" on North Victt~am bc undcr takcr~o~~ 1 January 1965 in 
relation t c ~  two courses of action. Thu first would be to uw thr' attacks as an 
inducement "tu pcrsuade thc rcgimr of Cen. Nguycn Khar~h to achieve 
some political stability." 'Ihr second would bc to bomb the north regard- 
less of whatever prtlgrcss Khanh had made it1 ordcr to prcvcllt a "ct~llapsc 
of national morale in Saigon." I' 

A sccrst memorandum dated 5 C)ctrlber 1964 from Undcrsccrctary of 
Statc (>urge W. RaH to Secmtary of State Ikan llusk, Sccrctary r j f  
I>cfcnsc Robert McNamara, and Prcsidcnt Johnson's Special Assistant for 
National Scct~rity Affairs Mdicorgt. Uundy rniscd many questions abolrt 
the prcmiws of a policy of military actinn ag~inst Nrlrth Vietnam.' One 
was "Wol~ld action against North Viet-Nam incrraw political cr~hesivc- 
ncss and improvc morale in South Virt-Nam x, as to strengthen the 
government bnx?' Expressing doubt that such action would havc that 
dcsircd effect. Ball cited the FULItC) rrvolt in Scptcmhr as clnr of thc 
disrupting political ec=ents that took placc nfivr the Amcrican bombing of 
North Vietnamese instdlations followirlg thc. Torlhin Chlf incidcnts in 
August. Evcnh early ill I965 (ser below) prove that Ball's argument was 

rqectcd. 
On 2 Octobcr l!KB Premicr Khanh and a group ofhigh-ranking Vict- 

n a m m  oficcrs held a large news confcrcncc. at the Joint <;enera1 Staff in 
Saigon, which 1 attended. In reviewing thc svcnts that had led to the 
FULRO uprising, Khanh stressed the rolc ofthe Americans in building thr 
CIDG program from the Ruon Enao projcct, pointing ou t  that by the end 
of 1963 thc-re were 20,000 CIDG troops. all armcd by the U.S. Spcid 
Form.  Now, he added, there was  the recent revolt and "capturr" of 
Y Bham Enuol. Going ovrr the latc Scpttrmber pcriod day by day. Khanh 
said that thcrs were "fbrcigncrs and Communists involvrd in the trouble," 
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and hc emphasized thr importnnt role ofthc Victnamme army and air force 
in bringing thc rcvolt trj  an  end. 

On  1 5 Octohcr 1 %.I thr confcrcrlcc ofhighland leaders that the govern- 
ment had promiscd opcnrd in Plriku at thc I'hocnix C>tficcrs' Club, locatcd 
under thc pine tree-s whcrc Jarai longhouws had stood in 1957. Along thc 
road, banncrs in Virtnamcsc and Khadi. warned that "Vietnamese and 
highlanders must oppose the dark plots ofthe neutralists. Communists, and 
foreign clcrnents." Thc schedule of  the conferrncc callcd for eighty high- 
land delegatc-s to mwt with C-kncral Ng11)7rn Huu Co and Major Ngo Van 
Hung, chicf of thc IXrectoratc. for 1 Iighland Affairs. on the aftc-moon of 
thc. I.itli. The following morning General Ca would meet with "xlccted 
Americans." including all ofthe USOM representatives from the highland 
province, to disc~iss United S m t e  support for programs in the highlands. 
That afternoon the highland delegates would mwt with Premier Khanh. 

As if m rcmind thorn in Pleiku of thcir presence, rln the morning of thc 
15th the Viet Cong attacked chc C I l X  camp at 1% Il'lim. south of rhc 
town. Bqinning with a shclling attack. thcy assadtcd scvc~l villages in the 
vicinity. causing some 2,WO Jarai to fler into thc surrounding countryside. 

Highland dclegatcx included Bajaraka and FULRO sympahzrrs as wcll 
as politically inno~uous civil servants. Thc I'leiku dclcgation included 
ItahIan Bcr~ (2.1 .I-), who had marritrd Nay Nui's daughter Rcom H'but. 
thc former wifc of Virt Mirlh lcader N a y  I3r.r; Sill Plung (1 -23); Ksor Clai 
(3.1 O ) ,  who latcr becamr a judge; Nay Blim (2.23), a hturc. member of the 
National Assembly: and Kwjr Kham (3.19), a FULRO supporter. Another 
Jarai grt~up rcprescntcd I'htl Bon prr~vincc. It induded Nay Luett ('L.'LCi), 
his father-in-law* Nay Mrlul(2.17), Captain Nay Honh (2.23), Kcom Perr 
(3.13, and Itcorn Krk (3.1 6). The Kontum dclegatioli had Hahnar leaders 
Paul Nur (1 -131, his brothcr-in-law Hiup (1 .'LO). and Picrrc Y uk (1.12). 
'Ihc. dclcgates frtlm Ihrlac includcd K w r  l lun (.5.8), Philippc. Ilrouin 
(Y Kdruin Mlo. 2-24], Y Dhuar Nie Kdam, Y Blitrng Hmok, and Y Char 
Hdok (a Mnong Itlam school tcachcr). Reprewntativcs from Tuycn I3uc 
prowince were Touprong Hiou (4.4)- his brother Lt. CoI. l'r~uprotlg Ya Ba 
(+-!A), Touneh Han Tho (4.3, his half-brother Touneh Han Ilin (4.3), and 
Ya Yu Sahau. Anha was thr only Bni ddcgatc, and the Hn. were rep- 
rwntcd by Majrlr Ilinh Ngo and Ilinh Roi. 

Most ofthcsc ddegates wrcrc dreswd in natty dark suits with white shirts 
and dark tics, but other cthnic group rc.prcscntatives wcrc garbed in a 
combination tlf tradtional clothcs (usually shirts) and western dress (usu- 



ally trousers). The first morning they met with Genera1 Co and each group 
presented its "aspirations." The lists were somcwhat long. so that cvcning 
many of them met and agreed that the list of needs and desires expressed by 
the Darlac delegation wr~uld be presented to Premier Khanh. Essentially, 
the llarlac delegation askc-d fix a govcrnmrnt policy that would respect the 
customs and traditions of the highland people and for programs that xvould 
raisc the standard of living. It spccifird that thm. goals wrrr embodied in 
the smt~a particlilier that had been promulgated by Bao Dai and should be 
adopted by the present government. It also outlined the necd for mow 
highlanders in the provincial and district administrations and thc right of 
highlanders to own land and have their own law courts. Indigenous lan- 
guages would be taught in the primary schools. Thr Darlac ddtrgation also 
requested that more highlanders in the military rervices be promotcd to 
officers and noncomissioncd ( I ~ ~ C L ' Y S  and that a 25.000 to 50,000 highland 
military force with its own flag (the French text uwd the wordf;nrion-a 
guidon or pnnant) br formed. It also asked for sprcial consideration for 
highland students applying for entrance into secondary schools and uni- 
versities. Finally, the delegation wanted foreign aid destined for thc 
highlands to bc adrninistcrcd by highlanders din-ctly rathcr than bring 
channeled through Saigon. 

On the afternoon of thc sccond day. 16 Clctclbcr 1964, all of the 
delegatrs gathered whilc Prcmirr Khanh a d d m d  them, calling for unity 
between highland and lowland people and warning them to be on guard 
against Communists and colonialists. He also promised that the govern- 
mmt would rt-pcct the highlandcrs' customs 2nd traditions. Khanh thcn 
rcvicwcd all of the requests, stating that thc govcmmcnt would act on all of 
thcm cxccpt thosc concerning forcign aid and thc Formation ofa highland 
military force. He also announced chat prior to coming to l'leiku, hc had 
signcd at] ordcr placing the 13ircctoratc of Highland Affairs undcr thc 
prime minister, thus ~ a t i ~ f ~ i ~ g  the desire for representation a t  the high 
lcvcls of government. Lt. Col. Touprong Ya Ba would bc thc new chiefof 
this directorate. 

Standing apart from all of thcse cvcnts. Y Thih Eban lcfi his post at Bao 
Lrxr late in Novcmhcr I964 to takc another position at C;ia Nghia. Upsct 
by thc violcncc of the FULRO rcvolt. Y Thih wrote to Y Bham to cxprcss 
his fmlings. Hc urged Y Bham to rcturn to Victnam and kg in  a ncw 
cthnonationalist movemcnt calld thc Mouvcmcnt d'Uniotl dc la Nation 
Indipendente, using the acronym MUNI. Nothing came of chis. As of thc 



end of 1964, highlander ethnonationalism was identified with thc 
FULRO (heavily influenced by Lt-s Koscm and the Cambodians) and thc 
Highland Autonomy Movement (a vchicle of the Communists). 

IN~TENSIFICATION OF Tf IE CONFLICT 

Iluring chis period the opposition to Khanh incrcastd as Buddhists and 
Catholics continued t c l  mount dernonstraticlns. Late in Octobcr 1964 
Khanh was forcd to turn o v a  thc rcigns of govc-mmcnt to Phan Khac 
Suu, who becamc head of statc, and Tran Van Huong. who assumcd thc 
rolc of prime minister and minister of the armtrd forces. Buddhist and 
studcnt groups in Hue and llanang. however, rehscd to accept the lradcr- 
ship of Huong and Khanh's Provisional Chartc-r, so thcy continucd to 
agitatc. On 20 Drccrnber Khanh movcd again, arresting the members of 
the High National Council which had k e n  provided for in the Provisional 
Charter. Hc. quickly formd a new Arrnrd Forces Council. This did not 
bring about any stability, and in mid-February 1965 Khanh stcpped down 
and, soon aftcr, departed for Paris. He was rcplaced by Air Force General 
Nguycn Cao Ky, chairman of thc Armed Forca Council. A ncw cabinet 
was fumed by Dr. Phan Huy Quat, who bccame the new prime 
minister. l4 

In his discussion of thfir rvcnts &le visiting Cornell University 
in Daxmbcr 1973, Khanh attributcd his diminishing support by the 
Americans late in 1964 to hls opposition to an expansion of the war and a 
continuing buildup of U.S. forces. He 11otcd that on the occasion of the 
lunar new year rarly in 1965 he had publicly prtrdictcd that the war would 
bc over by the end of thc year. This, hc said, was b a d  on the fact that he 
already had made contact "with tk other side" in preparation for making 
an accommodation with them. 

Khanh rrlatcd that on 7 February 196!5, aftcr being informcd of the Viet 
Cong attack on American military installations in I'leiku, he flcw to that 
city to find Cencral Westmoreland and McCfi~rgc Bundy already thcrc. 
Khanh claims that they informed him of thcir decision to recommend 
bombing of North Vietnam to I'residenc Johnson. Khanh strcsscd that he 
had been infomled: his opinion had not bccn solicited. O n  9 February 
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President Johnson ordcrcd reprisal attacks on North Viettlam. Soon aficr. 
according to Khanh, Ambassador Taylor tr.lcphoned him and told him to 

leave tllc ccluntry. Khnnh said hc rualizcd that he had either to rcsign and 
leavc ar to "submit to Washingtotl's dccisioli." 011 15 February thc Armcd 
Forccrs Council announced that Khanh's govcmmc-nt had cndcd. and o n  

thc 21st hc- resigned and lcft thc country. On 13 Fcbruar). I'rr-sident 
Johnson had givcn thc order for the sustained bumbing (of North Victnam, 
an opcratiorl crdc-named Rrdling Thundcr. 

During this prritd, thc first use of American jet figlltcrs in military 
opcratir)ns brKan. According to Wcstmoreland, iri mid-Fc-bruary 1965, 
"aftcr Iirccssary clearance had hcrn obtained from South Vic.tnamc.sr' 
ofhcials," twenty-four I157 Canbcrra bombers attackcd Vict Cong posi- 
tions in Phuoc Tuy pro\~incc.'%vt lcmg after, o n  24 February, twenty- 
four F100s, B-37s, and hclicoptcrs were called ill by Wcstmurcland to 
relieve an entrappud Spccial Forct=s unit at thc Mang Yang pass (whcrc 
Mobilc C;rt>up 100 had been amhushrd in 1954). It is inrermting and 
pcrhaps significant chat thc first Amcrican bombings authorized by the 
South Vietnamese government wcrr in areas inhabited by highlanders 
Chrau-speaking people in the first instance and Jarai in thc second. As a 
matter of (act, throughrlut the Vietnam War, Amrrican advisers pointed 
out that in the highlands approval rlf the province chiefs n a s  rcadily h' riven 
fix bombing of highland villagrs but rarely for assaults on Victnamcw 
villages. 

According to Y Thih Eban, carly in 1965 a faction within FULRO led 
by Y Ilhon Adrong bcgan to take a stand against what it cunsidered to bc 
the too moderate posrurc of Y Bham Enuol. Y Ilhon was supported by 
younger, more militant mcn, inclutGng Kpa I h h ,  Y Uhan Kpuor (who 
had been an AKVN licutcnant). and Y Nham Eban (also a former lieuten- 
ant). In spite of this, thr movement was making great gains in winning 
support among the highland people, particularly arnrlng those in thc 
varirmr military and paramilitary organizations. Some wcrc cvcn going to 
Cambodia to join the FULRO forccs, which at chis time w-crc said to 
numbcr arr~und 2,000. The reputation of the movement and of  Y Uham as 
a notablc highland leader was spreading among all segments of highland 
socicticrs, and, as was indicated txforc, Icadcrs from the smallcr ethnic 

15. W. C. Westmurclalaud. "I<rp*r~*m~ Oprati*>nsin South Vic~nan~:J.~nuary 1964-func IWi8." in 
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Srnups were carrying ncws of FULRO to the morc rcmtltc areas. Thcsc 
dcvrlopments served to sprcad an ;iwarencrr of thc highlander ctlinic 
ident~ty. 

At this tirnc FULRO bcgan to receivc npcn support from thc govrrn- 
rncnt in Cambodia, and accnrdirig to Meycr t l i i z  W R ~  due to (;enera1 Lon 
Nnl's "grandez idtcz politiques," one of  w l ~ ~ c h  was for Catnbodia to lcad 
all Mon Khmer peclple in a struggle against the Vietnarncsc.' Thiq support 
was rnost graphically dcmonstratcd lntc in February 1!165 when the 
Cambodian govertlmcnt crrrivc~lcd a Conference of  Indochinesc I'eoples at 
Phnom Penh. In addition to inviting the North Vietnamese and Vict Cnng 
(one of the dclcgatoz war Y Bih Alco), a group of FULRO rcprcscntatives 
led by Y Bham also attcndcd. Y Bham acldrcqscd tlie conference, bcgin- 
ning hiz zpeech by identifying thc FULRO g r o ~ p  as one c~f thc  "Austrien" 
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dtrltrgation. The tcrm Austrien had begun to appcar in some of thc 
FULRO communications to the Vietnamcsc government, and its mean- 
ing was not clear. Meycr claims that Lon No1 devised it from the word 
Austroasiatic, the designation for thc stock to which thc Mon Khmcr 
languages (Cambodian and some highland dialects) belong. Mryer sees it 
ax a reflection of Lon Nol's notion of hmsclf as the "occult chicf of all the 
'Austriens.' " In 1970, hourever, Lcs Kosem contmdcd that he had dcvised 
the term from Austroasiatic and Austronesian (another designatirln for 
Malayopolynesian, the stock to which somr hlghland languages belong). 

The main part of Y Bham's address was a rcview of thc history of thc 
Austrirn pople. emphasizing the fricndly relations among the high- 
landers. Cham, and Khmcr. There was a reference to thc King of Watcr 
and the King of Firc, and Y Bham noted that the latter was guardian of a 
sacred saber, the hilt ofwhich was hcld by the Cham whilc the Khmcr had 
the sheath. Thcn Y Bham ddarcd  that the Austrims wtrrt. now struggling 
with the "American impridists" and "South Vietnamc-w colonialists" to 

attain their freedom. His speech endcd with lavish praise for "Samdcch 
l'reah Norodom Sihanouk Varrnan." ' 

A photograph taken during the confcrsncc--and shown t r l  me in Ban 
Me Thuot by Y 13hc Adrong-recorded thc prtrstrnce of a group that 
included Sihanouk, Lcs Kosem, Y Bham, and Y Nuin Hmok. According 
to Y Dhe. the Vict Cong and Nrn-th Vietnam- were careful to keep Y Bih 
Aleo (around whum they always had guards) from meeting Y Bham. 

Meycr rcports that by this time FULRO leaders werc wcll installed at 
Sen Monororn, the capital of Mondulkiri, where they wcre receiving 
material and financial aid from the Cambodian govcrnmcnt.'"n an 
interview hcld in 1970 at Phnr~rn Penh, Les Kmcm and Col. Urn Savuth 
described how Vitt Cong rcprcx-ntatives Y Uih Aleo and Kcom Briu 
('2.20) apprt~ached Y Bham in March 1963 with a proposal to makc 
FULRO part of the Central Highlands Autclnomy Movcmcnt. They 
explaincd that the highlanders would have autonomy when they wcrc 
"liberated" j u s t  as the northern highland pcople had autonomy. They had 
this in a written document which they wi-rr willing to sign at that tims. Y 
Bham and the FULRC) lcaders declined, but during 1965 they wcrc 
approachtd again scveral times by Vict Cong agents. 

17. " l l i ~ o u r s  tlr S. E. Y Uham T;~iur>l. Chcidc la Ili-ligatiou du FULKC)." . - lprr  Klzrntr rlr I'rprrr 
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According to Ksor Kok (5.1 I ) ,  who, it was noted above, joined 
FULRO just after the revolt. and now lives in tire United States, the 
Viet Cong avoided contact with FULRO in Cambodia because, if there 
had been any conflict between the two, the Cambodians would have 
stopped supplying food to the Communists. Inside the borders ofVietnam, 
howcvcr, FULRO and the Vict Corlg often claslted. Kok carried messages 
from the FULRO headquarters to Ban Me Thuot atrd was attacked by the 
Viet Cong sevcral times in Vietnam. According to Kok. FULRO had at 
this time betwccn 5,000 and 6,000 troops in Cambodia (all of them either 
Rliadi or Mnong) and around 15,000 dependents. 



Kok also ruported that once the highlanders became c~rganizcd in 
Cambodia thcrc was somc conflict between Y Uham and his primary 
contacts with thc Cambodian government, Lcs Kosrm and Urn Savuth. 
They insisted on having thu thrcc stars on the FULRO flag rrprcsrnt thc. 
Front for thc Liberation oflower Cambodia, thc Front fix thc. Libcratic~n 
of Champa, and thc Front fijr thc L-ibcration of Norther11 Cambodia 
(Kampuchca Nord). Y Hham rcscntcd having the central highlands con- 
sidered "Northern Cambodia." Latcr, Lcs Kowm and Urn Savuth changed 
the designation to the High Platraus c ~ f  Champa (Hnuts I'latcaux du  
Champa). 'I'his did not sntisfy Y YBham, who wantcd thc highlands rcfcrrcd 
to as the Hauts Plateaux Montagnards. 'l'hey e\=cntually rc-st11vc.d their 
differences by settling on the Front for thr Lib-ration of the Ikga-Cham 
I Iigh l'latcaus (&fa is a shortened form of Anak Edr Ga which in this 
context means "sons of thr mountains"). This brcamc. the FULILO trrm 
for all thc highland peoplc. 

On 29 April 1965 I'rcmicr Ngu)..cn Cao Ky wnt a Ictter to Y Uham and 
on thc samc day U. Alcxis Johnson, Ileputy American Ambassador, writ 
a companion lcttcr. In his communique Ky invited Y Uham and his 
followers to "join in the common struggle against thr Communist 
aggressors," promising them "appropnatr positions in Govcmmcnt insti- 
tutic~ns at both the central and local Icvels to cnabk thcm to semc the 
country." The  Amcrican Icttcr cxprcssd the hopc that Y Rham and 
FULKC) uwuld rlcct to cmpcratc with the Vietnam- government. Since 
thc U.S. Embassy had been receiving communications from Y Bham, the 
letter ended with thc rcrnindcr that the Amcrican government "cannot 
fr~rmulatc any suggestions conccrnirlg the requests made by Mr. Y Bham, 
because this is regardrd as an  intc-mal mattrr bctwccn the Victnamrw 
gorrrrnmcnt and Mr. Y Bharn ." ' 

If it had k n  seriously bclicvcd in Washington that thc bombing of 
North Vietnam and thc oustcr of Khanh would bring about internal 
stability in South Victnam, thc situation in the first half of 1965 did not 
bear this out. 'Ilc grwcrnmrnt oflh. Quat and Grnrral Ky farcd no bcttcr 
a t  dtraling with Buddhist discontents than had the Khanh administration. 
To makc rnattm worse, security in the rural areas, particularly in the 
central highlands, was fast dctcriorating in spitc. ofthc incrcascd Amcrican 
cffbrt a t  organizing "pacificatinn" programs. 
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Part of thc American cffort at creating stability in the highlands was to 
assist the Vietnamcw govcrnmrnt in implcmcrlting thc. programs that had 
been prorniscd thc highlanders at I'lciku. In order to do this, USOM 
crrated the M c e  of Montagnard Affairs, the head of which was Lamar 
Prosser, who had kcn USOM representative in lJl$ku. (The hlghlandrrs 
normally wcrc callcd Montagnards by the Amcncans, who pronounced it 
"Mountain Yards" and oftcn shortened it to "thc Yards.") Prosscr im- 
mediately bcgan a survcy of the various ministries to determitlc what was 

br-ing done on programs for thc highlands. After his rcscarch, he related to 
me in March 11964 that at thc Ministry of Education he had been infi~rmcd 
that highland studcnts wcrc. now exempt from all fees and that ncw 
boarding schools (there already were 35 in 9 provinces) wcrc bring 
planncd. Highland languages would hr taught in primary schools when 
primers were available (thr SIL had alrcady bcgun preparing somc), and 
thc Normal Schtxd in Uan Me Thuot was bcing expanded. Hc found that 
the mattcr of highland land titles was gic-cn to the Directorate of 
Agriculture and Land I>evelopmcnt in the Ministry of Agriculture. 
I'msscr was told that the problem was that the hq$landers wcrc- "srmi- 
nomadic," all ofthrm practicing swiddcn farming. Nonethclcss, thrrtr was 
a plan to give families five to eight hrctan-s. Prosser was also told that the 
highlander law courts were going to hc. revived and rcorganizcd. 

Proswr reported that thc 1)ircctoratr ofHighland Affairs, now under the 
primc. minister's ofice, had not chang~d appreciably from whcn it was 
under the Ministry of Social Wrlfarr or the Ministry oflkfinse. It still had 
no functions othcr than rlperating boarding schools and the Technical 
Training Ccntrr in Hur, both financed by thc CIA. It had ofices in 
turcnty-two provinws, but the personnel wcrc attached to ARVN, and in 
many of the oificcs there were no highlanders. 

The year 1965 brought thc full impact of the war to the highlands. By 
the beginning of 1965, according to Westmorcland, an estimated 1,000 a 
month wrcrc infiltrating fmm North Vietnam." Thcy included elements 
of the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN), the North Vietnamrrsrr army. 
(The North Vietnamac ncvrr admitted they had troops in South Vietnam 
until thcir victory in 1975.) In July 1965 there wcrc thc "first tentative 
reports" of somc typc of participation by PAVN in Viet Cong operations. 
In Dcccmbcr 1964 thc I'AVN 95th Regiment arrivcd in Kontum and by 



the cnd of Fcbruary 11965 i t  had been joined by the 32d and 101 st 
regiments. 
Among thc infiltrators wcrc highlander r e g r o u ~ r  who had been 

traincd in North Vietnam. One of thtrm was Nay Wen, whose movement 
north was described earlier. Nay Wcn had bccn trained in mdical caw and 
was working at the Bach Mai hospital near Hanoi. Early in 1965 he and 
ninctmn othcr highlanders who had received varied training in political 
propaganda, photography, and cnginwring were put on a special "Cadre 
Ilclcgation Truck" that Iookcd like a large jccp and drivm southward for 
two days and nights, rcaching a placc in thc mountains. From there. they 
walked on forrst paths into thc mountains for three months and tw-enty- 
five days. Nay Wm entcrcd thc south somiwhcrc in Kontum province, 
walking southcastcdy through l'lciku provincr into Phu Tuc district of 
Phu Don provincc. Finally rcaching thc Mount Ju area whcrc he was born, 
he organized a small dispensary in a thatched hut hidden by trees. In 1966 
he married a local girl. In 1967 the Americans bombed thu dispnsary. He 
thm rcturncd to his natal village, but chc Vict Cong camc and pcrsuadcd 
him to go with them again. 

C<~mmunist propaganda had greatly intensified. A favorite technique 
among the Stieng was to sing propaganda songs, one of which urged the 
villagers to makc bambrx~ stakes to place in paths and to dig traps-as the 
Stieng had done to harass the Frcnch in thc 1930s. It wcnt: 

Comrade Sticng, strivc to strike the invaders 
As we catch spies, w c  smash, wc strike! 
Wr= diligci~tly rnakc stakt-5. make traps, 
Dig trenches, dig ditches 
Everyone, fmrn old men to young ~hi ldrcn.~'  

Early in l9ti.i I began research an the highlanders for the RANI) 
Corporation. One of the goals of thc project was to detcrminc thc 
socioeconomic needs of thc highland pcople so as to forrnulatc programs to 

mt-rt these needs. I began an ethnographic survey. visiting all parts of thr 
hlgldands that were accessible, to gather the wide rangc of data ncccrssary 
for understanding the context in whlch these socioeconomic programs 
would function. Also, much tirnc was spent with highland lcadcrs getting 
their views on the subject. This Icd to an additional study of highland 
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It-adcrship above thr village level and resulted in the gencaloges sum- 
marized in charts 1 to 5. 

In February 1965 1 went to Kontum and spcnt considcmble timc wid1 
Paul Nur (1.13). the Assistant kovincc Chief fix Highland Affairs. Kontum 
had changed somewhat since 11957. The town now had its own airport. 
(Previously they had uscd the airstrip at the Catcrka tea estatc.) It had paved 
strccts and thc main part oftht. trlwn had new shops and a modern market- 
place. Nur described thc situatir~n in the provinces as "serious," noting that 
Communist activity had incrcascd considcrably. Hr blamed it on thc influx 
of Victnamcsc wttlers. saylng. "Where you have Vietnamese, you have 
Vict Cong." I accr>mpanicd him on -.isits to villages north of Kontum 
town in the vicinity of Koute 14, where Nur had bi-cn organizing a Force 
de la Jcunesse Montagnardt. (Highlander Youth Force) among thc vil- 
lagers. (The word "youth" was uscd rathc-r loosely, since some recruits 
were in their fortics and fifties.) Thc funcdon of this force was not only to 
provide village defmsc but also to mount operations against any Viet 
Cong units that might come into thc area. 

On Route 14, tcn kilomctcrs north of Kontum. the bridge had bccn 
blown up by thc Viet Glng the prcvious week. We continued to thc- large 
Rengatao village of Kon Trang MonG where we urcrc greeted by a group of 
village chiefs who had gathered thcrc to meet with Nur. Sitting on small 
carved rattan and bamboo stools, wr drank from thc jars and ate roastrd 
chicken and fish while Nur talked to the chiefs. ScbrcraI of the chiefs said 
that the Vict Cong had recently come into thcir villages. With them were 
Victnamcse with northern accents and they wcrc dressed in uniforms. Onc 
chef told how some of them had said that they wcre "army regulars" 
(cl~inlr guy). Turn of the chick noted that the Viet Cong werc accompanid 
by wvcral big, light-skinned orientals who had "large feet." 

Nur talked with the chirfs about the Youth Form and we departed. On 
the way back to Kontum, thc sun began to wt. The forcst turned bcautiful 
nuancc5 a[ green and gold. It sccmed paccful, but as thc light faded the 
darkness brought with it thr mcnacing chill that is the curse ofa placc in the 
throes of guerrilla warfare. 

Nur was planning a n  opr-ration south of Kon Trang MonO on 6 March 
1965, and hc sought assistance from the MACV contingent in Kontum 
(located in a large compound where the first MAAf; adviser tents had been 
in 1957). The American advisers, howevcr, were not interested. On 
7 March the scnior adviser and thc district chief were rn route to I lak To 



on Route 14 whcn not far from Kon I'rang Monk thtry were ambushed by 
thr Viet Cong. Thr same day news rrached Kontum that Communist 
forces had attacked the district headquartcrs a t  Dak Sut, north of l3ak '1.0. 
Some 400 Jch refuges had cc~nvrrgd on I)ak Sut. 

Nur felt strongly that it was necessary for highland lcadrrs to kecp 
pressing for the programs that had bccn promised at the Aciku mmting. 
He and other lcadcrs had been invited to Saignn in January 1965 to discuss 
with some of thc i~ficials at  various ministrics some of thcsc programs. At 
the Ministry ofJustice thcy had talked about reestablishing the highlander 
law courts, and at the Ministry of Rural Affairs thcy discussed land titles. 
(Some of the delegates from Darlac had brought copies of Sabaticr's 192.5 
land tcnurtr report.) Thcy also had met with Lt. Col. Touprong Ya Ha. but 
Nur noted that the highlanders regard4 him as a spokesman, not a leader. 
There was a joke among the IlhadC that Ya Ba, a Chru. had only rcccir-.cd 
his promotion because thcy, the Rhadi, mvt~lted. 

O n  15 March 1965 thrrc. was a Convcntiun for Administrative and 
Military Affairs in Saigon sponsored by the Directorate of Highland 
Affairs. Many of the highland leaders who had becn at Reiku were flown 
to Saigr~n on CIA-financcd h r  America aircraft. Thcy met again with 
officials horn various ministries to discuss programs that had been prorri- 
i d  a t  Plciku. 

Ever sincc the CIA had become involvd in the Hurtrau of Highland 
Affairs in 1961 to organizc the Mountain Scout Program, its continued 
financing of the burcau's activities gave CIA staff members an increasing 
d r g m  of influcncc. In April 19G.5 the Pleiku Training Ccntcr (whch had 
k n  enlargcd in 1962) was cxpanded and renamcd the Truong Son 
Training Ccnttrr. Lt. Col. Touprong Ya Ua oficiatcd at the opening 
ceremony. Mcn from highland villages who had been sclccted by their 
district chiefs were sent to thr center to hc trained in gathcnng intclligrnce 
and spreading prt~governmrnt propaganda as well as organizing com- 
munity developmmt projects in agriculture and village health. The es- 
tablishment of the Truong Son Ccntrr also bmught out some ofthe latent 
conflicts in thc 1)ircctomte of I-Iighland Affairs and plantcd some of thc 
seeds of corruption that would plague the highlanders' representation in 
Saigon for a long time to comc. 

According to Touneh Han 'Tho, when Ya Ba had been named head of 
the directorate in October 1964. his appintmcnt had been wclcomed by 
Major Ngo Van Hung, who had bwn the original head of thc Bureau for 



I JiphIand Affairs befortr his demotion to dcputy when Nguycn I'hi Phung 
bccamt. chirf nf thc 1)irc.ctorate for Highland Afhirs in May 1964. I iung 
was onc of a group of Vietnamcsc who had becomc inr~olved in highland 
affairs because they saw it as a mrans o f  attaining upward mobility. They 
regardcd themsc.l\~cs as superior to thc highlanders associated with thc 
burrau and thc dircrtoratc and saw the highlarldcrs as pcoplc thcy could 
manipulate. Hung, therefore, fclt that he could tasily influcncc Ya Ba. 
Soon aftcr hc assumed office, however. Ya h a  replaced him as deputy with 
Capt. N g u y  Van Nghicm (anothcr ambitious Victnamcsc). Nghiem was 
a close friend of Victrlamese cthntjlogist Nghiem 'I'ham and of Nguyen 
Ihng  'I'huc, a p r o f ~ - o r  in the Faculty of  Lettrrs. Thcy had plans for 
organizing a highland students association and had suppc~rtcd Khanh's 
naming Ya Ra as director. 

Chagrined at being rcplaced, Hung accuscd Nghiem of straling 1 .jO.n00 
piastrrs of Asia Foundation funds intended for highland students' scholar- 
ships. Hung also accused Nghlem of being a Communist sympathizer. 
Nghiem a a s  jailed for two months and transkrrcd to Mytho. Hung 
rgained his position as deputy of Ya Ra and becamc. involvcd in the 
organization of thc Truong Son Ccntcr. Conflict betwm-n Hung and Ya 
Ba arose, huwrwr, when Hung sccurcd the services of Ngoc IXeu, a 
Vietnamese contractor (and closcr friend of General Co) to build the ncw 
centcr a t  Pleiku. Ya Ba had wanted the construction done by a friend of his 
brother. Toupmng Hiou. This ultimatrIy lcd to Hung's resignation in 
Novcmber 1965. 

One graphic sign of the dctrrioratitlg security situation in thc highlands 
was thc crumbling of the Land Drvdopmcnt Program. In discussing the 
failure of chis program, Bui Van Luong, w h o  had bern in charge of it 
k-twccn 1956 and 1960, voiced the opinion that one of the main masons 
the program had faltered was that llicrn was in too great a hurry to 
implcmcnt it and rcalizc results. Luong favored establishing the land 
develr>pmcnt centers in acctrssihlc arcas so that thry could rcccive the 
necessary support in their early phases. Luong, fur c-xamplc, wanted she 
ccnters ta be built along Routr 19 just west of Pleiku first and thcn 
gradually cxtcnded farther wcst as the initial crntcrs became self- 
supporting. Diem insisted, however, on locating the first centers a t  Iluc 
Co, closr to the Cambodian border, and thrn built the subsequent centers 
closer to Pleiku. The isolated Duc Co centers bccamc targets of the Vict 
Cong, and by mid-1965 most of thc settlers had flcd. 



An Auguqt 1965 report of  the Ad Hac Committee on Land I>cvelop- 
ment Ccnters-it included representatives from the USOM I'rovincial 
Operations Office. the MACV I'acification Planning Off~cc, and thc 
Vietnamese Directorate for Land I>cvelopmcnt-presented s very dim 
picture of the state of this program.2z Following the toppling of the Diem 
government, people began lcaving the land dcvelopme~~t  centcrs in large 
numbcrs. Of thc peak population of 274,954 in 225 centcrs throughout 
Vietnam, 35,000 ~mmedintcly quit the centcrs. During 1964 their popu- 
lations diminishcd by 25-50 percent. As of Ailgust 1965, nut of  thc 23 
centcrs in Pleiku. only 5 wcre under government control. In Phu Bon. Ci of 
thc 7 werc "relatively securc," whilc in Darlac only 7 of  the 30 werc 
controlled by the govcrnmcnt. In Q u a n g  Duc, 4 of the 9 ccntcrs werc 
securc, and in I'huoc Long, 4 of the 26 ccnters wcre irnder government 
control. 

In thc highlands, those lcaving the land development centcrs ~rsually 
went to thc nearest towns. Ban Me Thuot, Plciku, and Cheo Rco cx- 
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Ccntcrs" (Sa~gon, Augllst 1065). 



pcricnccd an influx of thew refuge=, who built ramshackle settlements 
with poor sanitation facilities. 'The intensification of the war also grnrratrd 
Iargcr numbers of highland refugees, although they tended to avoid the 
towns. Many went to other highland villagers-whew thcy usually had 
kin. In May l!)Cij a t  Khc Sanh the district chicf rcportcd that thcrc m-cre 
4,000 Bru rcfugccs along Routc 9 outside the town. He also pointed out 
that, of the estimawd 14,000 Bru who had lived in villages in the Khe Sanh 
area, some 6,000 had cithcr movcd into Lar~s or gcmc into the Vict Cong- 
controlled arcas. In the rcfu~ye villagcs of Lang Troai (380 families) and 
Lang Van Chuoi (45 families) on the Laotian border, some of the Bru 
explained that one advantag of going to the Viet Cong-controlled zones 
was that there was more land for their swidden farming. They added that 
200 villagers had departrd for thc. Viet Cong zonr thc. prc-vious w c ~ k .  

At Llanang the province chief admitted that hr had declared most of 
highland Quang Nam a "free strike zone for VNAF" and added, "That 
will takc carc of our Katu pr~blern." '~ Moving farther south, it was 
apparcnt that thc refugee problem was universal in the highlands. In 
remote Gia Vuc in the Re river valley, there were 3,000 Hre who had 
come down frrlm thr. hills. At Plateau Gi, the small Montlm cthnic group 
found it necessary to movc its villages closcr together. In thc southern part 
of the hghlands, the Mnong, Sticng, and Chrau-speaking pcoplc wcrc 
moving as rrfugc~x. 

The worst situation, hourcvcr, was ill Ko~i turn province, whcrc by latc 
Junc sccurity had crumbled, giving rise to conjecture in Saigon and 
Washington that the Communists wrrr going to "cut thc country in 
half"-as the Viet Minh had tricd to do in 1934. All of thr roads in the 

T3. At this tinlc Nsnry Cmr~.lln. thc 511. s t ; l lTn~rr r i~r  working r111 tht- Katu Idngu;lg,~-. and I had 
becn ubtainingcthnr~raphic inhrmation on that gmup fnlm a Katu buy about 16 )Tars old who had 
bccn wh-oundcd during 3 skirmish hetwwn Vict CrrliR and Spc(;~l F~wt-t> I ~ X I ~ .  I IC was J I liKh Karu. 
from a rcmtlrr area near rhe Lao borda.  Nancy h l  hvn crlnrlurt;ng rcw-arrh with th g r l a l  rlfdrvisinC: 
aKarualphabct. 21~d thv b y  IlaI km ~ i ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ s i n h ~ a t i o n  s h ~ u t  Katu sucicty. Hc had rurprisld us by 
dcmibing r r r r d  paddy fields (3 relatix~ly sophi~ ica t~r l  t y w  <*ffanllin&. W ~ L - I I  anyunc wllu had 
v in t~d  t k  Katu arca had found only rWiddcl~ ct~l t ivat io~~.  W h m ~  wc ~ A c d  if his prlple had alwa)?; 
farmed that w ~ y .  Iir just smilcll aln1 th~rnrrl sway. Lart-r in s d i r r ~ ~ r i o n  about tlir lnm's I ~ o u ~ .  hc 
awr~nkhcd us hy &itla thc pc11 ~ t l d  writing a %ntc-ncc w-hich rrc-ad. "W11r-r~ i s  rlly n l t t r  bnlrhcr a ~ u l  
strtcrl" Hc uwd thr  sxnlc diacritic~l mark5 as thr. V K - t n a r ~ ~ r ~  trl i ~ ~ d i r : ~ t r  vc)u-c~ diffc-rc~~c~r. I Ic- kxnlcul 
a~ id  nrlrcrl that I had w-rittcn similar twmr h r  "oltlrr hrtnht-r" and '-rlldcr sist~.r" thr c1.1~ k-futl- (11?;1tlg 
Nancy's or~hngraph~).  It t u n l d  t*ut that I r  h ~ d  :I 6-omplrw alph~hvt. wtrir11 N.lnrY judB%l u) h- wt-ll 
cL<*nc- Whcn wc ~ ~ h d  w h t ~  hc L d  I c a m d  t o  w=ritc. hc just smilcd and lru~licd a w q .  It  would appear 
thac ~kw- iunrlr-atittns had hrn intrudmd anlorlF tlir K ~ t u  by tht- V i ~ t n ~ m ~ C u r n m n n i w s .  thc unly 
outsitk-n who had hu.11 ill the H~gh Kam arca ill 25 ycars. 



Iiighlands wt r r  subject t o  roadblocks 2nd ambu~hes. I11 Kontum, Picrrc 
Yuk ( I .  I?), I'aul Nur ( I .  l S) ,  Hiup (I .20), and Hill ( I .  16) all lamented that 
i t  was very reminiscent of 1951 whcn the Viet Minh wcre nicn.~cing thc 
town from tlie north. As then, tlie Victn;ln~csc civil servants wcrc evacuat- 
ing thcir families. Priccs wcre rising by t l ~ c  day, and csscnt~als, such ns ricc 
and gasoline, had to bc brought in by air. Tickcts for Air Vietnam flight$ 
were scllirlg on the black rnnrket at itiflatcd prices. T l ~ c  highland Ie,~dcrs 
llotrd that reft~gccs were flooding into thc Toiim;lmng vallcy atlrl into IJnk 
To and that Vict Conp wcrc appcnring in villagcsjoct ourqidc of  Kontun~. 
Thcy ant1 their Emn~llcs were makin2 pl;lnq to flcc across the Rla rivcr if 
necessary. as they liad in 1951.. 

Thc SIL liad just opened a new linguistic rcscnrch ccnter in Kontum for 
their Uiblc translntiori work. Located on tlie northcrn edge of thc town. it 
wns 3 ~01Iectior1 of  small, simplc I~ouscs arv~ltld n cciltral hullding that  
scrvcd as a meetins plncc and 1ibr.iry. StafFmcnibcrs arid thcir families who 



had b t ~ n  living in rcnlotc plnccs such as Ilak To, I h k  Pck, and Ilak Sut had 
cvacwted to Kontum, where they continued their rcscarch with infor- 
mants. Like evcryone else in Kontum, they dug deep bunkers. 

At the Minh Q u y  Hospital. Ilr. Pat Smith workrd long hours to treat 
the increased flood of sick and wounded. A tall woman with a strong face 
and short hair, she explained during a cogee break that when shc first began 
to practice in 1959 shc had encountered many problems. The most serious 
was thc hostility of the shamans. who sprcad the word that she had "bad 
rncdicinc" that wot~ld cause harm to any who used it. This had a deadly 
effect, because the villagrrs still wcrt. dubious of anything alien, such as a 
western hospital. As a rc-sult, she would gct only paticnts who had tried all 
ofthe traditional means to bc hralrd, and ct:onwquently many of them were 
ready to die when thry got ct, hrr hospital. Shc persisted, and slowly more 
and more sick highlanders began coming to the hospital. As most of them 
rcturned to their villages cured, it became known that the "big grand- 
mother" had "powerful mrdicine." She clearly was in harmony with the 
spirits. Initially most of her patients were from the Catholic Bahnar villagcs 
near Kontum, but in time patients, many of them carried by their kinfolks, 
began to make their way to Minh Quy frtjrn very remote parts of the 
province. 

Fortunately, when the influx of patients began, Pat had moved to her 
new installation on the rdgc of Kontum not far from thc Ilak Ula. I t  had 
two wards, each with 100 beds, built around a surgical suite. Pat was 
assisted by several Bahnar nuns and labratory technicians she had trained 
as well as by a youngjarai namrd "Scotty" who had bt-tm trained by the 
American Special Forces. Scotty had adopted their slang and expletives 
tm, c-g., at a birth he once said in front ofsome prim visitors, "130~. that's a 
f- good Iookin' baby.") 

Now that Pat's hospital was successful, a new problem arose. Well-to-do 
Victnamcsc such as the wives of the province chief and the A R V N  
commander sought medical treatment and demanded preference. Pat 
cxplaincd that hcrs was a charity hospital and that if they insisted on being 
seen they would haw to wait likc the othcrs. Thcy wcrc outraged at this 
and claimcd she was anti-Vietnamese. 

By late June the wards had k c n  filld and patients were being put on 
mats laid on the floor, which in any case many of the highlanders prcfcmd 
sincc thcy wcrc unaccustomt-d to the high beds and werc afraid of falling 
out of thcm at night. It was curious to we some ofthe elderly male patients, 



wearing their loincloths, smoking thc-ir hand-carvcd pipes, and surroundcd 
in bed by their familiar objects-water gourds, woven rattan backpacks, 
knives, somctimc- crossbows, and food wrapped in banana leaves. 'The 
patients' kinfolks camped around thc hospital. Pat provided somc largr 
army tents for thcm and they turned the arca into a village scene with 
cooking firc-s, wash hanging on lines, and naked children scampring 
ah11 t. 

South of Kontum, ncar Routc 14, Sister Marie Louisc ofthe Sistcrs of 
Charity was dsu experiencing an influx of paticnts a t  her lcprosarium. A 
small, wiry woman who spoke very rapid French, Marie Louix had k g u n  
her leprosarium in the mid-1 950s and there now wrre around MKI patients. 
She pointed out that beforc it existcd, lepers in the Kontum area wcrc 
expelled from thcir villages to live alonc in the forcst. With hclp from 
Bishop Scitz, Marie Louisc built wards on piling in the highland fashic~n. 
Each ethnic group had its own ward. 'l'he central buildings were for 
therapy, and, since thew were a great many dependents, Maric Louise 
constructed a spccial pavilion where the children studied and played. I t  was 
a light and airy structure with a n  intcrcsting winding stairway that Marie 
Louise had copied from a magazinc photo of a stairway a t  Orly Airport in 
Paris. She was completing a chapel that had decorativc ironwork with 
motifs borrowed from Scdang and Rahnar weaving. I t  also had impressive 
murals depicting highlanders which had been painted by Sister Boniface, a 

talented Benedictine nun who had bccn trained in art and architecture in 
Paris and Vienna and who was the great-granddaughter ofErnprrror Franz 
Joscf. The leprosarium was sclf-sufficient in food except for bread, which 
thcy baked with USOM flour, and this was reflect4 in the exccllent lunch 
Marie Louisc strrverl-steak, frenh fried potatoes, b a m h  shoot salad, 
and a deswrt ofavocado with a sweet syrup from a trce in the nearby forcst. 

The Communists' stratcgy in thc highlands had changed considerably 
from thc 1957 days when their guerrillas wcrc. successfully blending with 
the local population. never ~sclrting to violence. Pike exprcsscs the vicw 
that, following thc appearancc of the American programs (particularly the 
CIDG program) in 1962, the government sidc attracted more highlanders 
than did chc Corn rn~n i s t s .~~  The rcsult was a "harsher approach that in 
turn not only furthcr alienated the rnontagnards but also drove 3n c s  



timatcd 100,000 of thcm out of the highlands." With thc intr<~duction of 
13AVN units, thc. harshness of the Communist tactics increased. This, 
combined with the equal harshness of A R V N  mcthods and the all-to* 
oftcn indiscnminatc bombing by VNAF and thc Amcrican air fi~rcc, 
produccd havoc in areas of the highlands caught in military operations. 

O n  1 July 196.5 ['AVN and Viet Cong units attackcd and capturcd 
Toumarong district town in the beautiful valley north of Kontum. Thcy 
also launched assaults on I3ak Sut and Ilak To. Air strikes were called in 
against 'Soumarung because the Communists capturcd two howitzers. 
Within days, refugees from the arca bcgan to p u r  into Kontum. 31aes and 
trucks filled with refugees and their belongings crowded Koute 1.4. and 
many others hurried along on foot. Michacl Bcngc, a fi~rmcr IVS agricul- 
tural workcr now with USOM, quickly organized a relief program h r  
them, and I'ad Nur flew to Ilak T o  to organize aid for the highlanders 
convcr~ing on thc town. 

Kcfugccs from Toumarong who brought their woundcd to l'at Smith's 
hospital related that the Communist attack bcgan with heavy shelling of 
the town and nearby villages. The highlanders fled in the night, grabbing 
blankets. a few cooking pots, and some ricc. Thcy ran through the thick 
forest so fast that many tore their flesh on thr trcc branchru; and brush. 
Somc had sprains and broken ankles. Onc old man with a strange ailment 
that was afkcting his flesh had carried his grandson while his clrr.11 son 
clutchcd his arm, pulling him as they fled. The child and the son had held 
the old man scl tightly that thrir blue handprints remaincd on his arm. 
Trcatmcnt of this ncw flood of patients was rendered difficult by a lack of 
many basic medicines and other ncccssitics. A Bahnar couple stood by with 
anguished looks while their little boy. who had had typhoid and then 
developed pneumonia, brrathed the last of the oxygen in thc hr~spital and 
quietly died. 

In Kontum thc townsplroplc were being organizcd into sclfdcfcn5~' 
units, sandbags wcrr pilrd around houses, bunkcrs urcrc being dug, and 
windows were mped. Gasoline was available only to officials, and some city 
generators had ceased to operate. Onc quiet aftcmrx~n Mikr Benge and I 
were having lunch in a small Vietnamcse restaurant o n  thc main strwt, 
now empty of vehicles, when two trucks belonging tr] a Chinese transport 
firm in Saigun rolled to a stop in front of a Chincsc gcncral foods shop. 
Since all of the roads to the highlands were cut by thc Communists. we 



wcrc astonished and went to scc what they w-ere dclivcring. 'I'hry werc 
unloading dcluxr fimds, such as cans oi importcd French peas. lichrcs in 
syrup, Frcnch winc, and Cholon brandy. I'hc drivers smilingly trdd us that 
thcy had comtr from Saigon via Ilalat, Nhatrang, Ban Mc Thuot, and 
Pleiku. What thry did not say-and what everyone knew-is that they 
had paid the Communists to gct through the roadblocks. 

At the SlL center, languagc rcscarch continued. and I workrd with 
scb-cral of thc staff and their informants, collecting ethrlographic data. I also 
met with some r l f  the staff to discum some ~nthropological conccpts and 
field mcthods. although ou r  sessions w-crr disrupted by artillcry fire from 
the 22d Ilivision headquarters and thc din of hclicoptrrs at the nearby 
MACV compc~und. O n  4 July 1965 thc- SIL staff organized a modest cele- 
bration of Independence Day, scrving lemonade, cake, and sand~richcs. 
Mike Hcngc and I attended and. as urc ate, American jct fighters swoopcd 
over to bcgin air strikrs against repclrttd Communist positions around tcn 
kilometers north c ~ f  Kontum. Thcy urcrc thr first Amcrican bombers in 
operation that anv of us had seen. 

The appearance of Arncrican jets over Kot~turn was a rcmindcr of the 
U.S. military buildup that was taking place. On 8 March thc 9th Marine 
Expeditionary Urigadc had arrivcd in Ijanang from Okinawa to providr 
security for the largc airbase. Thc U.S. Army's 716th Military Police 
Battalion had arrived in Saigon cln 21 March to guard some American 
installatir~ns in the face ofincwased Communist terrorism. (On 30 March a 
car full of plastic cxplosivr~ was detonated a t  the U.S. Embassy in Saigon.) 
In May the U.S. Army's 1 73d Airborne Brigadc had landcd at Bicn I Ioa, 
whcrc thcy pitched their tents in a ntrarby rubber plantation. Soon aftcr. 
additional Marinm and Seabees landcd at Chu Lai to dcvdop a major base. 
By  the end of May the U.S. forccs in South Vietnam surpassed 50,000- 
22,500 Army; 16,000 Marincx; 10,000 Air Forcc; 3,000 Navy. 

Early inJuntr the 1st Battalion nf the Royal Australian ltc-giment arrived 
in Vung 'l'au, while the U.S. Seventh Fleet Task Force 77, composcd of 
aircrafi carriers, destroyers. and cruisers. took up battle stations in the 
South China Sea to pro\+& air and naval gunfirc support for Amcrican 
and al1ird ground forces. In rcspjnsr to a rcqucst from General West- 
moreland, B-52 bombcrs from the Strategic Air Command's Third Air 
Ilivision on Guam appcarcd in the skics ovcr South Vietnam for the 
first time on 18 Junc I !It35 tto bomb Communist positions in War Zone 1). 
a heavily forcstcd arca northeast ofSaigon in the tcrracc rcgion. O n  28 Junc 



thc 173d Hrigadc lau~~chcd its first majclr operation against thr 
C:ommu~lists i l l  Z ~ I I C  13. 7'hc foll~nvitig n lot~t l~  CIIC 2d Rrigadc of thc 1st 

Infantry I )ivisirln arrivcd and cstablishrd a basc camp at I )i An, just outside 
of Saigorl. O n  29 July thc I st Brigadc of thc 1 Olst Airborne. 1)ivisi;lon 
landrd at Cam Itanh Hay. Thc dny bcfbrc, l'rcsidcnt Jclhtison had ordered 
the U.S. hrcc3  in South Victnam to be i~~crrawd to 125,000 and stipulated 
that additional trnrlps ~ ~ ~ o u l d  hc sent if n c c c ~ s a r ~ . ~ ~  



4 INCURSION O F  THE 
VIETNAM WAR 

Thr strange and, in many rcspccts, uniqur character of thc Victnam War is 
illustrated by the fact that, unlikc most wars in history. it had n o  starting 
date. Thew was thc insurgency of the early 1960s, which, during the 
19ljs-titi pcriod whcn Amcrican forces bccamc activdy involved, becarnc 
"the war in Vietnam." Soon, howcvcr, a t  some indctcrminatc time when 
thc cffccts of thc. war began to bc Rlt in the United States. cvcryonc began 
calliry: it "the Viet~~am War." It was to becomu thc mrjst contrrwersial and 
thc longest conflict in Amcrican history. 

For the hgldanders, thc Victnam War was thc latcst phaw of thc 
conflicts that had hccn visited upon them sincc 194.5 by the "~ivilized" 
people from hcyond the mountai~~s-the Japanc=,  French, Victnamcx, 
and now the Americans. With only a brirf respite in betwccn (1  954-60), 
the Indochina War and thc Victnam War camc likc hugc thunderheads of 
the rainy season, cmitting frightening flashcs and sounds as they s~vcpt 
everything in their paths. Hut of thc. two, the Victnam War, with its 
modern, sophisticated wcaponr)., proved a storm of greater fury. 
Morcobrcr, it uras a fury c r n t a d  in thc highlands (thr Indochina War a a s  

fought mostly in thc northern lughlands) as thc American forces and thc 
Army of thc Rcpublic of Vietnam (ARVN) clash4 with the Vict Cong 
and thc I'mplc's Army of Vietnam (PAVN). 

In the midst of this intensification ofthe war. I l r .  Quat rcsigncd as hrad of 
the government on 8 June 1965. turning over his mandate to h e  Arrncd 



Fnrces Council. On IS June (thr day after thr first B-52 mission), Air Force 
General Nguyen Cao K y  took over Chc' goxw-nrncnt. He formrd a rllrec- 
torate undcr the authority of thc Armed Frjrces Council and organized a 
military Committrc oft National Lcadcrship. Ky appointed General 
Nguyen Van Thiru titular hcad of statc and General Nguyen Huu Co thc 
ministrr ot^defenw. ' 

Just bcfore the cnd of the Quat  administration. formal contacts betwrcn 
thc governmmt and FULRO had been established. In May, a lettcr from Y 
Dham to the 1)arlac province chief, Col. LC Van Thanh, had proposcd that 
a mceting between FULRO and government reprewntatiws br arranged. 
It was agreed upon and on 6 June, l'hanh, Reachntr (the highland rcportcr 
for the embassy), and an Amcrican major met a t  Ban Lion with FULRO 
reprewntatives Y Ilhun Nir (a middle agcd Rhade who had bccn in thr 
Ilarlac administration) and Y Sen Nic Kdam (3.18, who had Icft the army 
to jnin the rnnvement). A letter from Y Bham outlined thrcc demands: a 
flag (jinion) to represent all highlanders, a highland army of 50,000, and a 

conference in the Philippines o r  Thailand to bring togcthcr FULKO and 
government delegations. 'Thanh accepttrd the letter and promiscd to pass it 
on to his superiors. Nothing was concluded at the mrc-ting. but it opcned 
negotiations bchveen thc dissidents and the government. 

In spite of the fact that Americans --ere inuolvcd in this mccting, thcre 
continued to be suspicion of Amcrican rnotivrs by the Victnamcsr Icadcrs. 
This suspicion was heightened by an incidrnt that occurred in mid-July 
and was describcd in a booklet that apprarcd later in I965 undcr the 
authorship of General Vinh Loc, the I1 Corps ~omrnander .~  On I6 July 
General Lam. commandcr of the 23d Division. was informed that 
FULIXO mtrmks Y Sen Nie Kdam. Y Ngo Ruon Ya, and Y Yreh Ruon 
Krong (from thc Protestant Mission) wcrc meeting with llorsey 
Anderson, a CIA official and advisrr to the nircctorate of Highland Affairs; 
Capt. Barry Pctersrm. an Australian army rlfficcr and adviser to the 
Truong Son Program; and Beachntr at hs housc. Also prcscnt was  Nay 
Luett. of the Dircctoratt. of Highland Affairs. Lsrn telephoned the house 
and asked to speak to Nay Luctt, his way ofletting the group k n o w  that hc 
was aware of the mceting. 

I- 1km111s J. I)II~CA~SL>~I. C;~Z'PIIII~~I .md Kr~wIr~rim~ ill I -Yr~ t r . z t t~  (New Yurk: Fn-dcrit-k A. I'rwgcr. 
l%lij. p. 351. 

2. Vilth Lnr-. 7 B r S 4 ~ l l r r l  :\fo~,ct~~rnfJ;lr A~rrmromy. 1;14.RCl (Sa~grl~~: 1.c Trat~g Arl Qum. 19fi5). 
pp. 4W-50. 



Virtnamtw resentment of this gathering lcd to a mrrting in Ban Me 
'Thuot o n  30 July of (k~icral  C o  with Gc~~cral Wc=tmt>rrland and Philip 
Manfull, Politic~l Coullselor for thc crnhassy. Crl accused thc Americans of 
bccclming too involved in the FULRO affair. 1 ic dcmandcd that Beachner 
and I'ctcrson hc rc.mtwrd h m  the highlands and that Andc.rsunls activities 
bc severely restricted. The ncxt day thc two wrn- transferred to Saigon. 

In July 1965 the Political Scction of thc American Embassy decidcd to 

hrrn a Montagnard Committee made up of rcprcscntatiws from the 
I'olitical Section. M ACV, CIA, USOM. and thc U.S. Information 
Scrvicc. 1 was invited to hc thc. only nongovernmcnt mcmkr. Tkr 
pl~rposc of the cclrntnittcc was to rxchangc. informatio~~ 011 cvcnts in the 
highlands and formulate recommcndations for thr American Mission 
concerning ways of improvir~g rclatiotls bctwren thc. highlanders and the 
Virtnamesr government. 

O n  23 July 1965 an armcd clash between FULRO and ARVN w r y  
nearly occurred at the BUOII Brirng Special Forces Camp (whew, during 
1964, Capt. Gillcspie had awrtcd an uprising). Accordirlg to Y Ilhc 
Adrung, some FULllO troops weru in thc Ban I>o~i-Uurmg Brieng arm 
to provide security for another FULRO-govcrnmcnt rnwting. As they 
came close to the camp, the Victnamcw commandc-r called in an air strikc. 
Angered by this, somc of thc Rhad; in the camp ticd up thr camp 
commander. disarmed thc Vietnamese and Americans, and lrt the 
FULRO troops into thc post. Somr of the FULRC) went to Ban Me 
Thuot, whcrc thcy contacted Carolyn Chiswold, a Christian and 
Missionary Alliance ?outh worker who was reglrdcd as a close friend of 
the highlanders. Shc arrangcd fix them to meet with Gncral Lam. . f i ry  
agreed to Ict sclmc. ARVN trcwp into Buon Brieng ns part of a truce. Oncr 
in the camp, howcver, the A K V N  commander had the FULKC) t roop 
arrc=tc-d. Mcanwhilr, thc American senior adviser to thc 23d Ilivision had 
c'lcments of the U.S. 173d Airbornc Ijivision brought to the Ban M e  
Thuot airport to stand by in case they wcrC nccdcd at 13uon Uricng. Thc 
captured FULRO troops were reported by G e ~ ~ e r d  Vinh h c  tc? have 
"rallied" and wcrc scnt to Iluc My for training in the AKVN.3 

General Vinh Loc. a tall p c d y  man with an  imperious air (hc likcd to 
point out that hc was a mcmhcrr r ~ f  the royal family), was dislikd by thc 
highland leaders. who considrrcd his attitude toward them condescending. 

3. Ibid.. pp. 43 - -H. 



At public ceremoniw, Vinh Loc likcd to wear a Rhadt shirt. When I askcd 
Y Chon Mlo nuon Ilu what  hc thought of it, he rcplied, "It is like the tiger 
that cats thc shccp and then wears its pelt as a shirt." Chagrined at the 
FULKO demands, Vinh Loc let it be known that hc. favc~rc-d a "hard line" 
with thc dissidents. Meanwhile. negotiation. brtwwn FULICC) and thc 
g:c'vcrnmcnt Icd to an agreement to have a FULKO dclrgation installed at 
Ban Mr Thuot whcrc it could pass communications from Y Bham to Col. 
l'hanh, who would act as government representative. Soon after, Y Bham 
sent Gcnc-ral Vinh Loc two letters in which he demanded a "pays libre 
Dega-Cham." It was n o t 4  prcviously that the term Uex,~ means "sons of 
the mountains," Y Bham's designation for thc. highland pr t~plc .~  This 
infuriated Vinh Llc, and on  25 August hc callcd a prcss conference at  
Plciku to dmouncc the FULRO demand for an independent statc. fix thc 
highlanders. 
I k  FULRO dclcgation set up its headquarters at Buon Ale-A, just 

south uf Ban M e  Thuot, in a large frame housc with a wide balcony in 
front that gavc it the aplxarance of buildings in the Amrrican west during 
thc ninctccnth century. The delegaticln was lcd by Y Ilhc Adrong (5.10). a 
tall man with white hair who owned a coffee estate of ten hectares; Y Tang 
I'hok, a Mnong Klarn who used a Rhad6 version of his namr; Y Ngo 
Bum Ya; Y Prch Buon Krong; and Y Sc-n Nic Kdam (3.18). 

On 13 September the FULKO delegation met with Cd. Thanh, who 
outlincd some of the achievements since the Pleiku conference. 'Ihc Junior 
Military School, for sons of military personnel, had opened in Pleiku and 

38 highlanders had graduated from the Thu T)uc OfTiurrs Training Gntcrr. 
The 1958 and 1959 decrees inhibiting highlanders from owning land had 
been abolished, and a drcrec datcd 22 July 1965 provided for reestablish- 
ment of the highlander law courts. A ncw normal school, financed by 
American aid, was being constructed near Ban M r  Thuot and thc ncw Y 
Ut Technical Training School (named for Khadk lead- Y Ut Nie Buon 
Rit) had opened in the town. Y Ilhc thcn prcsmted Thanh with FULRO 
requests. They included the flag, the military fi~rce, and thstatut particulier. 
In addition, he asked for a General Commission for Highlanders to bc 
located at Ban Me Thuot and participation by highland lcadcrs in any 

futurc international conference concerning the fate of South Vietnam- 

4. Nurrnan C. La Bric. "FULROI Ihe Hirrory nf Pnlitic-a1 Tension in thc Suuth Vietnamew 
Highland-." M. A. thcsis (Univtnity 0fMusachwm. 1971). p. 84. L Hrir was thc- U.S. Embassy 
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this latter reflecting the resentment often expressed by highland leaden that 
they were not represented at the Geneva Conference in 19.54. Thanh 
promised to relay these demands to Saigon.s 

In spite of the FULRO-government negotiations, tcnsions were in- 
creasing in the highlands. Early in September there was a clash between 
highlanders in a Regional Force unit and Virtnamcx Rangers in Plciku. 
Not long after, a =man FULRO unit appeared in the vicinity of the 
Special Forces camp a t  Buon Ea Yong in search offood and medicine. Two 
battalions of Vietnamese marincs wcrr scnt to the area. surrounding the 
FULRO troops who surrendered. At thc samc time, a rumor sprcad that 
200 highlanders had been poisoncd by Vietnamese at a cclcbration in 
Dalat. 

Considerable concern over worsening relations between the high- 
landers and Vietnamese was cxprewd at the cmbassy Montagnard 
Committee meetings at this tirnc. As a result, somc committee members 
and 1 worked out a scheme for programs to meet the nccds and desires that 
had been expressed by highland leaders at thc various meetings. We 
emphasized the importana of some kind of highlander political reprcsm- 
tation in Saigon. A hgh cornmissition under the prcmicr wmed to be thc 
answer. This would give the comrnissioncr flexibility in deahng with thc 
numerous ministries invoh-ed in prrlgrams for the highlands. It also would 
give the commissioner direct access to the hcad of the government. Thc 
plan was prcscntcd to the crnbassy committee and it was agreed that it 
would be givcn to Ambassador Lodge, who could takcr up the matter with 
General Ky. Weeks later thc committee was notified that Lodgr did not 
consider the matter important enough to discuss with Gcncral Ky. 

Early in October 1965 Paul Nur led a group ofleaders from the Hahnar, 
Sedang. Jarai, Jeh, Rengao, and Halang ethnic groups in Konturn province 
to mcct with thc province chief and cxprcm what they wanted of thc. 
administration. Prior to this mccting Nur had explaincd that, while not a 
rncrnbcr of FULRO, he was sympathetic to their goals, which he felt were 
thc goals of most highland people. At the meeting, therefore, thcy outlined 
many of the same requmts that had been voiced by thc FULRO leaders. 
They did, however, emphasize thc land question, noting that some of the 
newly built military and administrative compounds ~vcrc o n  land claimed 

5. 1Lcpuhlic of Vietnam. Adnninistrativr CHficc uf llarlac hlvinrT. ~'Ik4inutcs on the Mcltinl; 
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by some of the highlanders. 'Ihc province chief replid that thc govern- 
m m t  was concerned about thc land qurstion and titles were being given 
out in somc areas. 1 had just witnessed a land title distribution ccrcmony at 
Ilalat. After spcchcs by Prcmier Ky and Vinh Loc, the f i ~ r n ~ c r  gave out 
titles to fiftcen villagers, tcn of whom were Vietnamese. Also, the titlcs 
wcre for squatters, allowing the government to expropriate the land at any 
time. Similar titles were pvcn out  in villages near Ban M e  Thuot. 

Iluring thc last half of 1965 the war worsentd in the highlands and 
American troops became involved in operations thcre for thc first time. As 
Westmc~rcland put it, "thc tactical picture in the central Highlands during 
this period was not encouraging."' C3n 18 August thr Communists 
ovcrmn a Special Forces camp in Ilak Sut district in northern Kontum. Of 
the 250 CIIX troops there, only 50 escapcd with 8 of their American 
advisers. On 14 Septembcr the 1 st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) amvcd in 
An Khe, the first American combat unit to br assigned to thc highlands. Its 
arrival was protected by the 1 st Brigade of the 1 01 st Airborne Division in 
Operation Gibraltar, which involved clearing Route 19 from Qui Nhon 
to An Khe. thc first large-scale American military opcration in the 
highlands. 

In Octohcr 19G.j  the Y A V N  launchd a majur a ~ r a t i o n  in the high- 
lands. It had assembled threc regiments-the 32d, the 33d, and the 66th- 
in western I'leiku and in adjacent Cambodian territory. On 19 October 
they attacked I'lci Mt Spccial Forccs camp. 4.5 kkom~tcrs from Plciku. Air 
strikes wcre c a l l d  in by the defending Americans while ARVN units 
arrived to countrrat~ack. 'rhc I st Cavalry Division providcd support for 
the ARVN. On Westmorc-land's ordcrs, thr 1st Cavalry launched a 
"search and destroy" operation against the PAVN units in western I'lciku. 
This resultcd in a month-long campaign known as the "battle of the Ia 
Ilrang Valley." The peak of the fighting took place betw-ccn 14 and 19 
November at the base of Mount Pong. In Pleiku, we watchcd helicopters 
bring back bodies of American soldiers, and somc ofthe highland leadcrs 
there shook their hcads, saying that it reminded them of the Indochina 
War. By thc end of Novemhcr 1965 American military strength in South 
Vietnam had reached a total of 148,300. 

By Novcmber it was clear that the FULRO-gcnwnrnent negotiations 
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were reachng an impasse, and at thc Montagnard Uommittcc mccting at 

the cmbassy i t  was rcpr t rd  that both Vinh Loc and Cctlcral Co wcrc. 
advocating military action against FULRO. Thcrc urcrc. also growing 
complaints among hghland Icadcrs that thc. 1)irertorate of Highland 
Affairs, which should have been playing an important rt~lc. was not doing 
anything. In addition there also uras some spcculatic~n that the govcrnmcnt 
really was not intc'rcxtrd in having strong lcadcrship at thr dirrctorate. Lt. 
Col. Touprr~ng Y a  Ba was an amiable man but an incffrctual leader. Nay 
Luctt was capablc and intelligent, but he had been sent to Ban Me Thuot. 
whcrc hc cqxnd a small office for the dircctoratc. According tr) Touneh 
Han Tho, the situation a t  the directorate was madc worsc- by Major Ngo 
Van Hung, who was trying to underrniilc Ya Ha. Hung advocated 
replacing Ya Ua with Major Nay Lo, a Jarai I Iung he knew he could 
rnanipulatc. I-Ian Tho  noted that N a y  Lo was not rcgardcd as a strong 
Ladcr and hc would not have made a good dircctclr brrcausr he did not 
speak Vietnamcsc very xx~ll. Han 3'ho illustrated this with an amusing 
story about how Nay Lo visited a hghland school in Ijalat where the 
childrcn had been w r y  w d  trained in Victnamcw. Nay Lo addressed 
thcm, intending to say, "I am the reprcsentatirrc in charge of highland 
affairs," but he uwd the wrong tones for "highland affairs" (rhiywg ve) .  
saying instead. "I am the rcprcxmtative in charge ofloving female breasts" 
(thwp.r~d v 4 .  'Thc children began to giggle. Then Nay Lo lamented that 
thcrc was a lack of funds for bcttcr food. He intended adding, 
"Nonetheless, I hope that you arc enjuying the sparse fare," but again he 
u d  thc wrong words for "sparse fare" (w khd), saying instead. 
"Noncthclcss, I hope that you are enjoying thc dncd manure" ([A khfi). 
The chldrcn were rcduced to ~~ncontrollablc fits of laughter. 

Early in Novcmbcr 1965 the Directorate of Highland Affairs was 
movd from a bar- military compound ou~sidc Saigon to a neglected 
budding on Nguycn Ilu Strcrt, just behind the Indepcndencc Palace. The 
b d d m g ,  which still rctaincd traces of formcr clcgance. had been the 
principal Masonic tcmplc in Saigon during the French period. 
Subsequently it had servcd as headquarters of Dr. Tran Kim Tuyen, who 
had becn in charge of Ngo Dinh Nhu's secrct scrvicc. Shortly after the 
movc, Ya Ba was inform4 that Hung had bccn passing information about 
FULRO to Vietnamese Studcnt Movement newspapers, so Iiung was 
dismissed. AcmrrGng to Touneh Han Tho, this ended some of the conflict 
within the directorate, but ncw trvublrs arose. The Vietnamcsc staff at the 
directorate launched a protest because thcy dislikrd the new headquartcrs. 



claiming that the building was hal~rltcd. At thc slmr timc. YA 133 bcga11 to 

cxpericncc prohlcms with his nrw houxr, ltxatcd near the dircctoratc on a 
main struct f~cing the ctld of I Iuyc~l Tran Cong Chua Strcct. The 
Victnamtx- quickly pclir~tcd out that the mail1 door of  thc houx fawd thc. 
trifurcaticll~ of the strccts, thus cnabling cvil spirits to c.ntc.r. Yn 13a bccamc. 
wry  upset alid had thc mnitl ctltrarlcc moved to a sidc d t h c  h o ~ ~ w  but thc 

problems persisted. Finally hc moved to an apartmcrlt. 
As FULRC%govcrninr.t~t rclntions duterioratrd, thcrc wns an i~~crcased 

flood ofcommunicntiot~s and lcttrrs horn Y Bham to Anlcrican ofticials in 
Saigon and Washingtcln. Most uf thcm explained thc goals of'thc move- 
ment and tllc "aspir~tions" of thc highlnt~d p~ople.  I'ypical was his lcttcr of 
8 Novcmhcr 196.5 to l'residentjohnst~~~ that ruvicwcd the "autont,~nous" 
status that had h c n  accr~rdcd thc. highlanders by the French and thc loss of  

this autonomy under Ngo IXnh 13ic.m.' Y Hham notcd that thc. pcu,plc of 

Ikga-Cham belunged to thc "frcc world" and therc.fi>rc dcscrvcd the 
support of thc United Statcs in rcalizitlg the goals that had hccn madc 
public. Lrttcrs to I'resident Johnson fijllowcd on 9, 10, 1 1 ,  2.5, and 27 
Novcmbcr. There also wc.rc Icttcrs to the American ambassador ill Saigon 
and to the Scrctary Grneral of thr Unitcd Nations. 

On 15 1)c.cembc.r I met with Y 1 )ht. Adrong and Y I'rch Buon Krong at 
thc FULRCI dclcgation's house in Buon Alr-A. They were wry  dis- 
cnuraged and angry They pointrd out that thc intensification of thc war 
had made life difficult for the highland people. Villages wtrrc bcing 
bombed by thc Americans and VNAF or wcrr getting caught in thc 
military operations that were increasing. The Communists rmtcrcd villagcs 
to exact their "taxcs" and force young mrn to go with them and AllVN 
came into thr viIlages to steal. The govcrnmcnt made many promisrs but 
did little for thr highlanders. Then they infijrmcd mc that talks betwr-cn 
thcm and the govcrnmcnt had broken off. Col. Thanh aild Vilih Loc 
claimed h e y  rvcrc too "busy" to KC' thc FULKO representatives. Y Ilhc 
warned that the prcxnt situation could kad to serious trouble. I returncd to 

Saigon the following day to notify some mcmbcrs of the Montagnard 
Cotnmittee that thcrc was a chance that trouble might erupt in thc 
highlands. O n  the morning of 17 1)cccmber the wcond FULl<O rcvolt 
began. 

The first indicatit~tl that atlother uprising was in the offing was on 16 
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llcccmlxr, when a group of thcn FULRO cadrcrncn who were arrcstcd at 
1'lciku revealed that on 17 Drcc-mbrr there wodd bc attacks by FULlZO 
forces against the town and Special Forccs camps. According to Y Thih 
Eban, who a t  this timc was working in thc C;il Nghia administration, the 
order to revolt came from Y Bham. It was the result of anger and 
frustration over what thc FULRO lcadcrs considered Victnamese du- 
plicity in not keeping thc promises made at Plciku in 11964. They felt that 
the Vietnamese govcrnmcnt was indiffcrcnt to the highlanders' needs. Y 
Bham had wnt word to his follnwers in ARVN, thc CIDG. and the 
Regonal and I'opular Forces, and he explicitly instructcd them to avoid 
bluodshed. 

At Gia Nghia, Y Thih led thc FULRO forces numbering 60 men (all 
from thc Regional Forces) and moved on thc town, defended by four 
ARVN battalions. Whcn the proviricc chief realized that FULRO was 
ready to attack, he ordered his forces to withdraw from Gia Nghia. Y Thih 
said that hc and his men werc astnnishc-, and they askrd George Caspard, 
the USOM representative, if they could usc his radio to contact the 
dclcgation in Ban Me Thuot. Y Thih also contactrd the provincc chief, 
who promiwd not to arrest any of the FULRO contingent if hc and his 
trcwps were allowed to reoccupy the town. Y T h h  agrecd and it was 
arranged that ARVN would "capture" Gia Nghia. After a staged "shdl- 
ing," the FULRO forccs let the army takc thc prwincc headquarters. Not 
keeping his word, the provincc chirfordered Y Thih and his men arrestcd. 
Gaspard was expeiled from thc prr~vince. 

At thr Rci joring Special Forces camp in l'lciku province. thc Strike 
Force was reported to lx in a position trj take over thc camp, but whcn 
expectcd ordtrrs from Y Bharn failed to arrive, rhr situation returncd to 
normal. A similar situation occurred at thc I'lci Mrong Special Forces 
camp. At Lac Then, in Darlac, FULRO forurs approached thc Spccial 
Forces post and tried but failed to enlist the aid of the Strikr Force for a 
muve on Ban Me Thuot. >'he worst incident took placc thc following day 
whrn FULRO elements in the Regional Forces attacked thc hcadquarwrs 
of Phu Thicn district, north of Chm Reo. In the fighting, 35 Vietnamcsc, 
including civilians, were killed. Some of the rcbcls went to the Mai Linh 
Special Forccs camp, expecting to rcceive support. but were arrestcd. Nay 
Moul (2.17) and Rcom Pioi (2 -2 1) were sent to thr camp to dcal with the 
rebels. 

O n  the morning of 17 l~cc~mber, Prcmicr Ky, Vinh Loc, Ccncral Co. 



and: Lt. Col. Ya Ha joined Amcrican officials at Pleiku f i x  the opening of 
the new Truong Srln ?'raining CImtcr. Just as thc ceremony rndcd. news of 
the revolt was receivrrd. Ya Ba rc-portcd that Ky bccame vcry angry 
kcause he had h e n  discontent with thc 1v3y Vinh Loc had been handling 
the highland situation. Vinh Loc, tbr his part, blamed thc Americans for 
the uprising. As thry were rr tur~iir~g to Saigun, General Co told Ya Ba that 
the Americans had done a "w-crct survey" of minerals in the highlands and 
found many valuablc chiiigs such as plutonium. Cu addcd that the 
Americans. likc the French, wanted control of the highlands. 

Vinh Loc ordrrcd swift justicc for the rcbcls. A military tribunal was 
organized in Pleiku, and late- in IIcccmber bur of  the rcbcls were uon- 
dcmned to death. 'I'hey died in public executions. Fifteen othcrs, including 
Ksor Kham (3.1 9), wcrc given jail scntcnces. 

The morning of thc revolt I rcccived a trlc-phone call in Saigon from 
Philip Habib, l'olitic~l Counselor for thc American Embassy, asking me to 

meet him. He was cnncernc-d ~ 3 b - r ~  the events in the highlands. particularly 
since Arnrrican combat units wcrc now oprating in that region. HL' 
cmphasizcd that it was essential that thc FULKO matter be rrstdvcd and 
asked for my views. I had brought thc paper that Montagnard Committec- 
members and I had prepared months bcfore, and I gave it to him. We 
discussed thc points in it and I dc-partcd. 

The effects ofthc rcvolt werr fdt  for several months after the cxccutions. 
Among thcsc. a rumor that the ghosts of thosc executed had appcared to Y 
Bham demanding revengr sprcad through parts ofthr highlands. Vinh Loc 
implicated the Communists and thr Cambodians, accusing the latter of 
supplying FULRO with arms.8 This accusstion was rhc result of a news 
release from Phnom l'enh dated 19 November 1965 that listed thosc in the 
ncw Administrative. Committee of the Association of thc Austrien 
~c'c~lc. '  It included Ung I Iong Sath. president ofthc National Assembly, 
and ru.o dcputy primc ministers, Cencral Lon No1 and Son Sann- Another 
prominent Cambodian leader on thc list was Im Tam. The vice-prcsident 
of the committee was Y Bham Enuol. In a spxch at  Phnom I'cnh on 27 
Dmmber Sihanouk dcnicd that the Cambodians had g v c n  arms to 
FULRO, claiming that his government was "tot) poor" to arm the rebels. 

Not long a k r  the revolt, thcrc was a crisis in the FULKO leadership. 



According to Kwr Kok (5.1 I ) ,  two young FULRO leadcrs, Y Srn Nie 
Kdam (3.18) and Y Ngo Uuon Ya, had gaitled thc confidence of Y Bham 
Enuol. They bcgan talking against Y 1)hon Adrong. They clairncd that the 
violcncc of  thc rcvult was due to Y I3hon. and they convinced Y Bham 
that Y 1)hon was going to destroy the FULRO movement. Enraged, Y 
Bham ordcrcul Y Dhon executed. Hc was buried up to his waist and thcn 
killrd. His body was thrown intcl a river to be dcvourrd by the fish- Somc 
of the FULRO leaders had bccn wmewhat wary of Y Sm.  remembcnng 
that hr had been an intclligcnccr~fficer in thr ARVN and in 1964 had gone 
to Cambodia to gathcr infrmrnati~n on Bajaraka filr General Nguyn 
Khanh. It was not long brforc all of thc FULKO leadcrs bcgan to rt-alizc 
that both Y Sen and Y Ngo were spies for the Victnamcsr government. 

In spite of thc criticism that had bccn lcvekd against him, Vinh Loc's 
pr~sition at  the beginning of 1966 was strongcr than it had been previously. 
He was given control ovcr the I)lrcctoratc of Highland Affairs and im- 
medatcly ordcred its headquarters r n o x ~ d  to Pleiku. leaving a small staffin 
the Saigon ofl~cc. Vinh Loc then movcd against some highland leaders he 
suspected of having bc-n involved in planning the Decembcr revolt. Siu 
Plung (1 -23) and R'mah Liu (an early Bajaraka leader) wcrr arrested, as 
was Y Thih Eban, who was scntcncrd to fibre years oflabor. (He served hvo 

and w a s  releawd.) 
Most of the Han Me I'huot delegation hurriedly left for Cambodia. 

Early in January 1966 I met with a group of pro-FULKO leaders, includ- 
ing Y Char Hdok and Y Chon Mlo fluon nu, at the house c~f Protestant 
pastor Y Nguc Buon Dap in Buon Ale-A. Word had just rrachcd Ban Mc 
Thur~t that the village of Buon Ea Mur, nrlrthwest of the town, had been 
bombed by Arncrican jet fighters. Thcy had made two pas- at the vdlagc, 
dlstroying nine langhouw and badly damagng six othcrs. There were at 
least thrce dead and many wounded. Amcrican aircraft also had just 
bombed Buon Kram, some 1-5 kilometers southcast of Ban Me Thuot, 
destroying ten longht~uses and the school. The leaders printed out that thc 
loss of life was bad cnough, but the families also lost thcir houses and 
possessions. including their valuable gongs and jars. The news saddcncd 
them and they said that the Vietnamese were invading the territory of the 
highland people with the aid of the Americans. "Why are the Americans 
betraying us?" one of thcm askrd. They said that the U.S. Spccial Forces 
were hiring capable young men who should remain in school to be 
educated- They added that thc Americans would turn on the FULRO just 



as they had a t  Uuon Brieng in September and at Mai Linh during the 
December revolt. Onc of thrm said that thc French had been forced by the 
United States to give thc Victnamcsc indcpcndence. "France gave birth to 
the baby. Vietnam," hc added, and then inquired, "Why does a powerful 
nation like the Unitcd Statcs lct the Victnamcsc baby push it around?" 

Afscr returning to Saigon, I had a mccting with Gcncral Wcstmorcland 
to dlscuss ways in which the worsening conflict betrvern FULItO and thc 
govcmment might lx rm~lvcd. I pointed ou t  that, despite the disruptirms of 
the war, there were programs that had bccn p r o m i d  the highlanders that 
could bc implemented. Thew would includc such things as instruction in 
indigenous languages, rrvival of thr law courts, and distribution of land 
titles. Wcstmorcland asked if I would meet with C~ncral Co and I agrccd. 

C;cncral Co, at  our meeting in his c~ficc thr following day. lamented that 
the approach to the highland problem takcn thus far had not been success- 
ful and asked what I thought cc~uld bc donc. I cxprcsscd the view that there 
was need for the govcrnmcnt tn demonstrate good faith so as to improve its 
imagc in thc highlands and that h s  could btr donc by implcmcnting some 
of the promised prcJgrams. I outlincd somc of them as I had done for 
Ccneral Wcstmoreland. Co agreed, and said that hc w-ould allow cach 
ethnic group to haw its own flag. T h c  highlanders are Iike "big children," 
Co obscrvcd, adhng that he could not br harsh with thcm. Still, hc 
concluded, one must be firm with thrm or thcy would take advantage. 
According to Charlcs Mohr of thc X e u ~  York Titnes, following the 
Iltrcrmbcr revolt, generals Co and Nguycn Chanh Thi  were highly critical 
of thc "blundering" by Vinh Loc. '' Co met with Wcstmoreland to ask his 
opinion on how to deal with the FULRO problem, and Westmoreland 
suggested hc talk with me. Afier our meting the U.S. Mission prcparcd a 
mcmorandum suggesting a series of prtlgrams dealing with the highland 
law courts, languages, and land titlrs. Thr purposc n a s  to present this to the 
Vicmamm government. 

Mohr also reported that Gcncral C o  privately asked I1hilip Habib, the 
embassy's political counselor. to interctrdtr with I'n'mier Ky to haw the 
Directuratc of Highland Affairs turned over to Co, but Habib dcclincd. 
I'he State llcpartment, which had been following the situatinn closcly. 
asked Ambassador Lodgc to rake a strong stand with the Vietnamese 
govcrnmcnt. urgng it to make good thc promises made to the highland- 
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ers. The Statr Dcpartmcnt fclt this uwuld bc justified by thc in\~olvcmcnt 
of American combat t roop  in thr central highlands. Lodge rcfuscd to heed 
thcse instructions on the grounds that American-Vic-tnamcsc rclatians 
wcrc already very saained. At the end ofJanuary, howcvrr, ,Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk, who was visiting Saigon, had a trvrnty-minutc chat with 
G m r a l  Ky on thc subject. Also, accordng to Mohr, "Premier Ky and 
other South Vietnam- officials were again prc-sscd on thr subjrct by 
Americans at the Honolulu conference early in February." This was the 
mccting of Ky, Thieu, and Co with President Johnson, Dean Kusk. and 
Kobcrr McNamara. 

As a rcsult of these developments, on 21 February 1966 Premier Ky 
announced that a new war cabinet had been formd and that onc of thc 
ncwly crcatcd positions was to be a Commissioner for Highland Affairs 
who u.ould scrvc as head of a S ~ c i a l  Commission for Highland Affairs. 
Paul Nur ( 1.13) was named commissioner. Onc of the principal goals of 
the ncw commission was to aid in the government's irnplemrntation oftht. 
programs that had been promised the highlanders. 

Lt. Col. Touprong Ya Ba was made assistant in charge of the Truong 
Son cadre program, and Nur appointed a Vietnamese named Ton That C u  
as special assistant. According tcl Tounch I Ian 'Tho, Ton That Cu was a 
kinsman of the wife of Lt. Nguyen Van Phien, who had bwn in thtr 
dircctoratc and was about to become chief of cabinet in the new commis- 
sion. A native ofHue, Ton 'I'hat Cu was a close friend ofCeneral Vinh Loc. 
His appointment came about because of Phen's advice that if Cu got this 
post it would ingratiate Nur with the general. Major Nay Lo was namcd 
hcad cdthc Truong Son Training G n t c r  in Plciku, and Capt. Ton That 
'l'u, musin of Ton That Cu, was appointed his assistant. Han Tho notrd 
that, since Capt. Tu had control of the ample funds provided the center by 
thc CIA, hc held the real power. A manifatation of ths was thc fact that 
Nay Lo had a modest office, wMe Ton That Tu had an ofice Han Tho 
dmcribcd as "fit for a general." I t  was hcrc that high-ranking Victnamcse 
and American visitors were received. 

In Saigon, Nur movcd into thc apartmcnt occupicd by Ya Ba and his 
family. (When Nur's dcpcndcnts arrived, thcrc was a total of 23 poplc in 
the apartment.) The first evening he called a meeting. Earliest to arrive 
were a group of hghland leaderspya Ba (4.9), his brother Touprong 
Hiou (4.4, Touneh Han 'Iho (4.2), Kwr Dun (5.8), Ksor Rot (3.20), and a 
Cham leader namcd Chau Van Mo. Spaking a mixturc of Frcnch and, 
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among the highlanders, Rhadi, they began discussing appointments for 
the new cummission. Soon they were juincd by Lt. Nguyen Van Phien 
and Ton That Cu. Victnamcse became the language of discussion. al- 
though the highlanders continued to speak Rhadd among themselves and 
the three Chru (Ya  Ba, I-Iiou, and Han Tho) madc cclmmcnts among 
thcrnselves in Chru. Ya Ba proposed that Capt. Nguym Van Nghiem 
(who, it was n o d  previously, had been in the directorate and was jailed 
whcn Major Hung accuscd him of stealing student funds) be named 
director ofoperations (under Ya Ba). Ya Ba also favored having Nay Luett 
(2.26) and Y Chon Mlo Duon Du assumc roles in Ban Me Thur~t as liaisons 
with FULRO. Ton That Cu opposed all of thcsc appointments becauw, 
according to Han Tho, he disliked all thmc men. Nonetheless, everyone 
agreed that thcy should br appoint&. There also was agrwmmt that Ngo 
Dinh Bao, a stout Victnamcsc who had worked in the dircctoratc as a n  
interprtrtcr, be named liaison with thc American Mission. 

The establishment c~f the commission marked a ncw phase in the de- 
velopmcnt of cthnonationalisrn among the highlanders. It involved thc 
fixmation of a small group of highland leaders that would come to 
represent thc highland people in Saigon. Unlike the expression of trthn* 
nationalism in Uajaraka and FULRC), this would not entail the cmcrgcncc 
of any organized movemcnt. Rather, it would take thc form of what 
Barn- and others call a social nctwork.' ' While all of tho% at thc meeting 
had previc~usly known one anothcr and had attended mcctings together, 
social links had bccn more or less rcstnctcd to those from thc same elite 
group (such as Ya Ba, Hiou, and Han Tho, all of whom arc Chru and 
kinsmen). The formation of this new social network within the contcxt of 
the cummission. and centwed o n  I'aul Nur, resulted in new- social links 
being formed. Thc network also was to be affected very much by the 
prcsence of thr Victnamese officials, whnw influence was to prove gcncr- 
ally balcful. 

This new phasc of ethnonationalism also brought with it the first 
rncaningful highlander presence in Saigon. Previously, Ya Ba was the only 
highIand leader residing in the capital city, but now more leaders began to 
spend time in Saipn. At first most ofthem prcfcrred leaving their familics 
in the highlands. The result was that they shared common quarters and 

1 1 .  J. A. Barnes. "k id  Nctwurkr," AddirnwWcslcy Modular l'ublications. Modulr- %, 1072, 
pp. 1-29, 



Oi Anhot, thc King of  Firc. .it hi< villagt. (I!)(-i6) 

thosc from different ethnic groups began ro develop closer social relations. 
They alsn were the first highland leaders to becomc sophisticated in thc 
ways of Saigon politics. In the corrupt wartime world of Saigon, this had a 
damagng effect on somr of these leaders. 

THE KING OF FIRE IN 1966 

In March 1966 1 encountered the King of  Fire for the first timc and had the 
good fortunc to be able to witness the ritual he performs annually during 
the dry season to bring prosperity and good health to Jarai villages. Since 
beginning intensive research o n  the highlanders in February l!)(i5, 1 had 
collected information on the King of  Fire, the King of Water, and the King 
of the Wind from a variety o f  sources, notably Ksor Wol (3.5), l~usband 
of Rcom H'nher (3.4), who was a rncmber of the elite Rcom clan ofCheo 
Reo. Kssr Wol was a n  "assistant" o f  the King of  Fire and firnctioned as his 
representative in the Chco Reo  arca along with Siu Ranh (2.15), husband 
of  Rcom H'blon. Whcncver thc King o f  Firt. visited Chco Reo. it was the 



KSOT WoI, : ~ \ ~ i ~ t . l t l t  of thc- King o f  Firr. (IOlifi) 

duty of his assistants to prcparc special shclter fc>r him outside of  the 
scttlcrncnt and make arrangen~ents for any rituals, i.c., provicle sacrificial 
animals and jars of~lcol lnl .  Thc  rolc ofnssistant to the King of  Fire requires 
long years ofapprcnticcsl~ip wit11 oldcr assistants. The renow~led Jarai chief 
Nay Nui (2.1 1) had hcld this position for a lorig time. When lie was quite 
agcd, hc tirrncd over his responsibilities to Ksor Scng. husband of  Rcom 
H'arcng (3.7). Ksor Wol eventtrally succccdcd Ksor Seng after being his 
apprentice for many ycars. 

Information obtained from Ksor Wol corrohoratcd some of  the in for- 
mation about the kings contnincd in French accounts. The King of  Firc and 
King o f w i n d  must be ofthr. Siu clan, whilc thc King o f  Watcr is from the 
l icom clan. In 1966 the King of  Fire was known teknnnyn~ously as Oi 
Anhot (grancifather o f  Anhot). His confrcrcs Oi Bo, the King o f  Water, 
and Oi C o  Ra, the King of W i t ~ d ,  l ~ a d  dicd in 1964. Tlierc was some 
reluctance to discuss whcthcr thc king is killed when he is on  the brink of  
dcath ns was reported by some French investigators. Subscqucntly, how- 



c-ver, somc younger Jarai indicated that this was thc case, although they 
noted that no one wnuld admit it bccause a tnurder chargc might bc 
brought by the Vietnamcsc authoritics. When a king dics, his body is 
burned on a pyre. The tecth, some boncs, and the heart (thought tcl bt. the 
abodc of the spirit through which the king dcrives h s  powrrr) are col1cctc.d 
and placed in a bamboo tube rrr a jar scaled with Icavrs. The conta~ner is 
then placed in a Jarai-style tomb peed with carved figures and s?rmbols. 
When a ncw king has been selected, the tomb ofthc old king is abandoned, 
an  event marked with a buffalo sacrifice and several days of drinking and 
celebrating. 

As Kmr Wol and othcrs describe it, the selection process f i r  a new king 
is not in conformity- with methods dcvcribed in some OF the French 
accounts. All o f  the assistants in the region of the Ayun and Apa rivcrs 
constirutc thc elders who make thc sclcction. Ksor Wol notcd that elders of 
the Ksor clan are particularly influential in the choice of thc new kings and 
in thc wlcction of tl~cir wives as wcll. 

Since the new king must be ofthe propcr clan, thc most likely candidates 
h r  succession arc- sons ofthc king-s sister. Following the matrilineal drscent 
of the Jarai, thry \ d l  bclong to thcir mother's clan and thcrcforr. of the 
samc clan as her brothcr. In thc caw <of Cji Uo, the King oiWatr-r, t l ~ c  likcly 
candidate was his sister's son, Rcom 1 lo, who was in fact latcr srlected. 
Altllough the King of Fire was still living. thc favored carldidatr-s wcrc his 
sister's four sons, Siu Choi, Sit1 Lung, Siu Punh (with the CIDG in 
Kontum), and Siu Jonh. Ksor Wo1 p~li~ltcd out that Siu Choi had a beard 
like his u~icle. thc King of Firc. and since bcards arc. a sigri of kdnrh. LC.. the 
favor of thc spirits, this would give him an ~dvantagc ovcr the othcrs. Wol 
added, horvcvcr, that SiuJotlh was litcratc it1 Jarai atid Virtnamcsc. 3 r d  this 
woldd bc 3 factor to consider in the wlcction. 13ut. hc concluded, in the 
final analysis, tlw determining factor uras wmc manifestation of the will o f  
the spirits. This would bc snme sig11. intcrprctcd by the ciders according to 
traditional Jarai ruligious beliefs. If. frlr examplc. rlne of the candidates 
should t~ struck by a sudden malady just aftcr thr drath of thc old king. it 
would likcly hintcrprctcd as a sign from the spirits that llc was the f~vorcd 
one. Normally the clficial wlccticln of thc ricw kings is rlnt madr until rhc 
formcr king has b r ~ n  dl-ad fijr scven );cars (which for thc new King of 
Wind wolild have b c ~ n  197 1) but 111 Scptcmbc-r 1969 Ksor Wol atlnclunwd 
that br-canw thcrc had been u~~usually hcnvy rains that caused floods the 
time was propitious for the cldcrs to wlcct a ~ i c w  King of Wind to rcplncr 



Oi Co BJ. Nlcy scllrctud his sistcr's son, Oi Born. Recalling the succc3sion 
of Kings of Wind, Wol rr-citrd thc Iiarncx O i  Co Ba, Oi Jom, and C)i K tco. 
Bcforc Oi Bo. the last King rlf Watcr. thcrc had bccn Oi Ilang and Oi  
Anuach. 

Thc Jarai often pointrd out that womcn arc rclucta~~t to be marricd to 
any of the kings bcauw the spirits associated with them are too pwcrful. 
If a new king is not mamrd (or his wit;. has dicd). thc cldcrs. particularly 
thr Kmr clan clders, select one for him. Oi C o  Ba, the King nf Wind, had 
bcen marricd to a uyoman of thc Nay clan. but whm he bccamr King of 
Wind he took a srcond \vifc from thc R'rnah clan because it had btx-n 
traditional for thc kings to bc marricd to R'mah women. When Oi  Allhot 
bccarnc King of Firc., thc Ksor cldcrs had to pay a woman from the R'mah 
clan to marry Ilirn. 

Kujr Wol rclatcd that tlir' King r l f  hrc. had thr hlndc of 3 sacrcd s a k r  
associated with a host ofspirits, and his powtr was dcrivcd from his rolc as 
guardian oEthc saber. He added that thc Cambodians havc thc hilt and thc 
Victnamcsc h a w  the sheath. Thr King of Firc is hrbiddcn thc flab of 
whitc cows. frogs, and rats or thc intr3tinrs of any animal. Wrll rcpcatcd 
thc legend about a prrvirlus King of Fire who was visiting a villagc. An 
animal was slaughterrd for a fi-ast. At a ncarby strcam, otlc of his hosts was 
washing the intcstincs when suddenly a largc fish dcvourcd thcm. Thc man 
bccarnc frightrnc.d, w j  hc. substituted largc ccnrthworms. Thc king atc thu 
dish. brrt that night thc spirits infnrmcd him that hc had catcn fbul food and 
he must ncvrr again consumc intcsti~ics or thcrc would be earth tremors. 
The. King o i  Firc's assistants share his taboos, and thry also havc thc 
privilcgc of smokrng his p i p  (which is fashioned out of a largc. bamboo 
root). Whcn the assistants visit thc. King of Finm's housr, thcy arc pernlittcd 
to drink water from his spccial gourd, cat frr~m his ricc pot, and drink from 
the jar with his tubc. 

0 1 1  !I March 1966 Robert Reed of the Christinr~ r t ~ d  Missionary 
Alliance in Chew 1Xco and I w-crc in the village of Buon So Ama Uiong, 
some tcn kiIomctcrs northwest of thr trlw~i. Wc. urcrc in  thr process of 
discussing marringc and rcsidcrlcc pattenn with a group of ~ i 1 l a ~ r . r ~ .  I t  was 
late in thc aftcrnrlnn. Suddenly some of the group brcamc agitatcd whrn 
thry ohscrvud some men moving along Routc 7 in front of  thc villagc. 
Onr  wurnali rcmarkcd, "I hopc hc docs not come into my house. It would 
bring us sickness." Bob Itccd itlquircd and found that they were referring 
to the King of  Fire. W e  went out to find the King of Fire standing in thr 



road with four men and a boy. Tht. king was an t-ldcrly mall with white 
hair and a trimmcd white beard. I Iis face was  brr~r~zcd arid wrinklcd and hc 
had curious cycs that had a somcwhat mischirvous glint. Hr. like tllc four 
mcn, was drcswd in a loinclotll and traditional J3r3i ccrenl~>~lial shirt- 
black cloth with the front dccoratcd with cmbroidercd slim horizclrltal red 
5tripr.s and twro vertical rows of  round brass buttons with thu back domi- 
natcd by a Inrgc cmbroidcrcd red square trimmed wit11 white. All worc 
tightly wound black cloth turbans. All but thc King of Firc carried bundlcs 
mntaining c-lothrs, cooking utensils, and wmc. hod. 

At thcir rcqucst (the Ki11g of Fire had mct Hob bcforc), w c  drovc thcm ta 
Plei Male1 farther cast, where the Mai Liiih Sprcial Forces camp was 

locatcd. Thcrc thc King oEFire intcndcd to pcrform rituals for thc villages 
in the vicinity t c ~  bring thcm rain fc~r thc ncur planting season and gcwd 
health. Thc Sprcial Forccs camp comnlandrr was Jarai, and hc askcd thc 
King of Firc to pr.rforrn a ritual to  bring good f o r t ~ ~ ~ ~ e  to his post. Thc King 
of Firc and his group installcd thcm~lvcs  outsidc thc village in a thick 
bamboo gmvc just above a sandy flood plain by the Ayun river. As wc 
wrrr departing, thc King oE Firc invitcd us to rcturn in the morning to 
witnc3s his rituaI. 

In the still heat of thc dry srrastln dawn, we rctur~lcd to tht nvcr bank. 
'I'htr King of Fire's assistant and sc>rnc of thc villagrrs hha sprrad out ruhbcr 
army ponchos on  thc floor of thc grove. Thcy also had hung somc ponchos 
on thr bamboo branchcx to k c ~ p  out the rays of the whitr sun that was 
. . 

nsing in a palc bluc sky. A large wovcn rccd mat was sprcad out fin thc. 
King of Fire. Hc squatted on it, smoking his p i p .  and motioncd for us to 
&an- thc. mat with him. This brought commrnts of approval from a grt~up 
of men sitting on the slope because it was considered a great honor. I had 
brought some gifts to present to  the king. My sister Catherine had sent a 
box of old costume jewelry that she had gathcrcd from kin and friends for 
me to give highlanders as gifts. I gave thc king a glittering pi11 and a brtjnzc. 
pendant on a chain, which he immrdiattrly put on.' 

The King of hre's "first and srcond assislstants" sat with him on the mas. 
The first assistant was a man ofthe Ksor clan and the srcond assistant was of 
thc Ro-o clan but was married to the king's wife's sister's daughter. Thc 
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photograph cdthc King of F i r  -=caring thc pcndanr. 



king rctcrnmd to thcm as hs "st~ldicrs." The first assistant relatcd that Oi  
Anhot had been chc. King of Fire since 1945. Hr pninted out that the 
Cambodian sor~crcigns uscd to prewnt cach lung with a n  elephant. A5 he 
talked, mcn from surrounding villagcs began to gather in or ncar the 
bamboo grove. Women appcarcd, but they stayed a good distance away. I t  
was rxplained that they feared thc powerful spirits associarrd with the king. 
One grrwp of men entered the grove carrying a large drum and some 
gongs. Onc of thrm identified himsclf as Ksor Na, a resident of l'lei 
Hahrong (also caUed Plci Ibtao). the king's villagr. (sw map 4). Another 
gong bearer also was from thc village. Thc othcrs were from tlie Special 
Forcrr camp. Thcy cxplaincd that the largcrt gong was the "rnothcr 

3 ,  

gong, the middle-sized onc was the "sistcr gong," and thc smallest, thc 
"child gong." 

Anothrr group of rncn approachcd and bowed i t ]  the direction of thc 
King of Fire. One stt-ppcd forward and presented thc first assistant with a 
polyethylcnc bag of tobacco. Anr~thcr put a brass bracelet on thc first 
assistant's wrist. Thc assistant passcd the tobacco to the King of hre, who 
did not speak hut pmduccd his pipe, filling it with tobacco which hc. then 
lit. Another grt~up of villagers brought a livc chicken and jars of alctlhol. 
Hacking down some bamboo. they stakcd the jars in placc and thm built a 

firr to cook thc chicken. A large cooking pot of rivcr water was placcd 
bt-fore the King af rin-, who reached over and took a shirt horn his bundlc 
of clothes. nipping a slwvc of  it in chtr watcr. he paswd it to the mrn who 
had b~u.11 preparing thc jars. Thcy wiped thrir faces and hands with it. 
Anrlthcr man passcd the king a glass which he filled with the water. 'fir 
man washed his face. elbows, and knws with it. 

Around tcn o'dock the gongs and drum began to sound. A t ~ c w  visitor 
approached thc King of Fire, giving him sorne money. Thr sccond assistant 
rxplained that this w-as an offering from the man's village. Thc second 
assistant and thr hoy busied thcrnselves building a firc on the sandy Aood 
plain to cook some ricc and choppd green vegetables. When the food was 
rc-ady, they placcd it on n large banana lcaf and put it near chc. jars, where 
thr first assistant had placcd some uncookcd rice, buffalo flesh, and cooked 
chickcn. Hc. lit a candle and placed bamboo tub- in the jars. Thc King of 
Fire came tbtward and, squatting, took a handhl of thc uncooked ncc and 
c-ast it ovcr the chicken and the candle. T h m  he held a ricc bowl ofwatcr in 
his right hand ovcr the jar while he chantcd. Setting thc bowl down, he 





chickcns were mokcd. The ritual by thc King of Fire and his assistants was 
repcatcd. At one point the king. who had drunk quitc a bit, forgot the 
name of a village and had to be reminded. As thc festivities continued, we 
talkcd with some of the villagrrs and thc men from thc Special Forces 
camp. They all kl~cr\nr about Y Bham and thc FULRCJ rnovcmcnt and 
exprcsscd strong sympathy with the goals of thc movement. Thcn some of 
thcm hgan  complaining about thc "American airplanes" that prtrventcd 
them from fishing in thc river. ?'hey rxphincd that Jarai villagrrs out 
f&ing in the river had bccn strafed by Amcrican aircraft, so many werc 
reluctant to venturc. bcyot~d thc trec~linrd shorc. 

NEW F U I - R M O V E K N M E N T  NEGOTIATIONS 

Cln 7 May 1966 I'aul Nur, accompanied by Lt. Col. Touprong Ya l3a and 
Ton That Cu (a crafty Virtnamc-scr ~ ~ 1 1 0 ,  becauw ( o f  Vinh Loc's insistence, 
was namcd assistant to Nur at the Commissio~l for Highland Affairs), went 
to Ban Mt Thuot whcrr thcy mct with Nay Luctt, Major Y Pem Knuol, Y 
Ilhuat Nie Kdam. and Y Blu Nic Buon Drieng. I t  had been arranged for all 
of thme leaden to meet with thr FULRC) reprt-sc-ntativcs, Icd by Y Dhc. 
Adrong. After thrcc days of discussions FULRO had scaled down its 
drmands of the government to four points. It wanted thr stntt~t pnrficuli~r 
promulgated. a highland flag (described as having thrce sections: the top 
dominated by a white crcsccnt and whitc star on a green background, 
bclow whch is a middle section of alternating blur and white vertical 
stnpcs, and then a solid red section), a highland military forcc (no site 
spccifi~d), and an cxpatlsio~~ of the commission to indudc morc cthnic 
groups' lc-adcrs. Then the dclcgations left tto report to thcir ruspcctivr 
authorititr. A second mcctiilg was held on ti Jun r  at which they agreed to 

form a joint liaison officc in Ban Me Thuot. Cxncral Vidl  Loc was 
reported to havc agreed with the demands. and thcy wcrc sent on to 

Premier Ky's ofice. O n  8 August, in 2 letter to Vinh Loc, Ky agrcvd in 
principle with thc dtmands. 

Ihr law s ign4 by Ky on 22July 19Mi providcd for a Constitutional 
Asscmblv and authorized FULRO mcmbers "who had rallicd to the 
gowrnment prior to 15 August 1966" to run as candidates it1 the election, 
srrt for 1 1 Septcmhcr. Befbre thc. August deadline, four FULItO members 
submitted thrir applications for candidacy. They were Y Wik Muon Ya, a 



lqhadi. from Ban Me Thuot; Y-Tang Phok, a Mnong Rlam from Lac 
Thien; JcanJc-m, a Uahtlar from Kontum: and Ksor Rot  (3.N), a Jarai from 
Chco KCO. Ksor Rot had been born in 1937 and had graduatcd from a 
junior military academy est~blishrd by thc Frrnch. I Ic joincd FULRC) in 
1%5 and now was a rrgimrntal commander along with his cousin Kstx  
Kham (3.19). who had k n  arrt3tr-d hllowing the I~cccmbcr 1965 rcvolt 
and sou11 would bc rclcascd. At onc point in I965 Rot  had b r ~ n  captured 
by thc Vict Cong, but hr managed to cscapl.. 

The. highlanders wcrc allottcd nine seats of the total 11 7. Two c~f the 
FULRO candidates-Ksor R o t  and Y Wik Buon Ya-wt-rc clcctcd, as 
was Nay Ulim (2.25). a Jarai from Chco Kro who was married tn the 
granddaughtur of the famous chief Nay Nui; I'cang, a Scdang from llak 
'1'0; Pang Tins K'Tc, a Lat from the Dalat area, whrrc. hc workcd in a 

hospital; and llinh Van Koi. a Hrc from the Re valley in Quang Ngai 
province. 

The combination of F U L l t O  and non-FULRO highlanders in the 
Constitutional Assembly symbolized thc fusing of viewpoints that had 
nowr come to characttriu. the highland Icadcrs. In tcrms of what they 
wantcd of  thc central government, thcrc. was no  distinction between the 
two. In the new assembly, thc highland dclcgates cooprated to try to gct 
a Highlander Bill of Itigbts (bawd url thc stilnrr pnr~ icrd i~r )  incorporatrd 
illto thc proposed constitution. Thry wcrc not succcssfu~, but norletheless 
thcir action reflected the extcnt to which ctht~onationalism had swept the 
highlands by mid- 1 966. 

111 mid-October 1966 Vinh Loc clrganizd a Inrgr. Highland-Lowland 
Solidarity Confi-rcnct. in IYciku to celebrate the second annivrrsary of thc. 
Plc.iku Confcrcncc a i d  also to "wt.lcomc." right hundrrd FULJXC) troops 
who wcrc going to swear loyalty to thc. govcrnmcnt. On a largc field 
blow thc hill where the 11 Corps hradquartcrs wcrc located. a number of 
t a t s  (supplied by the U.S. Army) and a reviewing stand, flanked by 
shelters fahioncd out of colorcd parachutes, were put in placc. O n  15 
October, thr right hundred "FUI.RO troops" amvcd oli Air Amcrica. an 
arrangement madc by USAID (as USOM was now called). and uycrc 
houwd it1 thc tcnts. A large c-olkction of highland Icadcrs also arrived. 
Thew includrd thc FULKO delegation from Ban Mc. 'I'hur~t, thc members 
ufthc. Conscitutional Assembly, thr staff of thc C:ommission lor Highland 
Affairs, all rlf thc dcputy province chirfs fix highland affairs, and highland- 



ers from thc Army and lloplc's Council (a short-lixycd cffort at  having 
somc kind of rcprrwntativc advisnry body to tllc gcwcrnmrnt). 

Victnamcsc oficials and Amcrican gurvts bcgan arriving rm the after- 
noon of 15 Octobrr. Riding into I'lciku from thc 11rw jct airstrip built by 
the Americans, thcy paswd ul1dr.r signs that proclaimd "Highland- 
Lowland Solidarity," and one sign (in English and Vietnamcst.) armou~lccd 
that "Big Brothrr Vinh Lot is mwt cagcr about thc future ofthc. highland 
peoplr." Somrtlnc must have cxplaincd to Vinh Lor thc. implication rlf 
"big brother" in Englih, h r  later in the day that portion of the sign was 
painted owr. Late in the afternoon VNAF plant3 began landing with a 
br\=y c ~ f  "hostc.ssc-s'' who had b r ~ n  r ~ r u i t e d  in Saigon nightclubs to 
brightc.n up the occasio~~. Their hcac=y makcup and gaudy miniskirts werc 
rcmirldcrs of thc 11t.w cabaret world thc war was bringir~g to Saigon. 

That c rc~ l i~ lg  a large dinner was llcld at thc I'hocnix Clficcrs' Club. 
Vinh Loc sipped champagnc at  the head tablc with a Victnamcsc singcr 
who was popular ill Saigrm (and was dc3rribc.d as "his latest girl"). She was 

garhd in a modish gown cut from highland cloth. The hostesses from 
Saigon werr seated a t  other tablru; with high-ranking Victnamew r>ficers 
and Amcrican oficials from MACV, USAID. CIA, and other agencies. Of 
all thc highland 1t.adc.r~ asx.mb1t.d in IJl&ku. only Nur and Ya Ba N-crc 
invited to the dinner. 'I'ht. entertainment began with a "highlander hshion 
S ~ O W ' '  that consisted of Victnamc= girls in vinyl vcrsiotls of highland 
clothcs. a parody that amuscd cvrryonc. Suddcnly Ksor Ilun apprarrd in a 

loincloth, Icaping around thc dance floor, grimacing at thc audience 
(particularly at Vinh Loc and Nur) and generally behaving in a simian 
manncr. At this point I lef't the party. Outsidc I cncountcrcd Tounch Han 
Tho, Nay Luctt, and some other leaders. Thcy vvcrc insultcd ac not having 
krn invitcd. At thcir quartcrs they cxplaincd that thc wholc cclc-bration 
was a fraud as far as thrY were concerned. Of the eight hundred "FULRO" 
troops, only around two hundred were actually members of the move- 
mcnt; thc remainder werc young villagers who had bccrl offcrcd a frcc trip 
to l'leiku. There was a good dt-a1 of unrest among them becausc thcir 
quartcrs had no water, they were not giwn blankcts, and thcir food 
consisted of rice and watery stjup. No highlanders were involved in the 
planning of the affair, which Vinh Loc put in the hands of Ton That Cu. 
Ksor Dun appeared and, laughing bitterly, announced, "I playcd thc 
savagc for them." 



T h c  fi~llowing m o r ~ ~ i t ~ g  I'rcmicr K y  and GcncraI Nguycn Van Thiru 
arrived (hey  were w-r~x-d a champagne breakfast rn routr) as did 
Amhassador Lodgc. Evcryonc gathcrcd on thc ficld hcforc the I1 Corps 
headquarters, where Vinh Loc brc~ught some American officials' attention 
to the "highlander motifs" on the decorations. None bore any rrsemblance 
to anything in the highlands and looked like a Hollywood version of 
African designs. There was a parade of hig11landr.n drcrscd in traditinnal 
cloth-, after which the "FULRO troops" pledged loyalty to dlc govern- 
ment. Thm a budab was slaughtered by Jarai wit11 their spears. Lodgc 
visibly blanched as he turned his head away from the gory scent: and almost 
faintcd dcad-away whcn thry smrarrd srlmr. of thc blood on his shot-s. 
Vinh Loc addrcsscd thc gathcritig. cxclaiming hrlw much thc gokYcrnmcnt 
had done for thc highland pcoplc. Afterward, NUT spokc (in Vict~~arnrstr), 
also outlining the government's achicvcmcnts. Hc was follow-cd by Y Ilhc 
Adrong, whose talk (in Rhad@, which was not translatrd) was 3 plea for thc 
sr11j11t pnrtict~lier, which hc cmphasizcd thc llighlandcrs should bc grantcd 
"in cxchangc for the blood w c  havc shcd." That cvcning the Victnamrsc 
grnrrals rcpaircd to thc I'hocnix Club with thr hostcsscs to crlcbratc. l3y 
that tirnc most of thc highland lcadcrs had dcpartcd for thcir homcs. 

Thc yc-ar 1966 brought a vastly cnlargcd Amcrican prcscncc in thc 
highlands and a concomitant widening of the war in that region. 111 1966 
the military uw of herbicides, which had begun in I962 and slowly 
incrcawd betwc~n that y a r  and 1965, reached a pcak. Snmc 4-,880,000 
gallons of hcrbicidc were usud throughout Victnam. many of thcm in thc 
crntral highlands (stc chap. 7 and app. C).13 

Iluring thc first half of January ISGCi thc I st Urigadc, 1st Cavalry 
IIi\~ision, conductd Operation Matador in l'lciku and Kr~ntum provinces. 
That same month the 3d Hrigadc ofthc 25th Infantry Ihis ion rnc~vrd into 
Pleiku on operatiom, after which it went to the Ban M c  Thuot area. Somc 
residents of Buon Ko Tam complained that they were shelled while they 
wrrr prrparing thrir ficlds for planting. In April the 1st Air Cavalry 
engagd in Operation Lincoln in western Pleiku. In March thc 3d Brigadc. 
IL.?th Infantry rntn~cd up Itoutr 14, rr-pairing bridges and road bed, 
oprning the Ban M c  Thuot-Plriku link for the first time in many months. 
On 2 June the 1st Brigade of the IOlst Airborne Ilivision and somc 

13. Cornmittre ~ I I I  thc E f i m  tdHHrrci1L3 in V i c t n ~ n ~ .  I h i s i o l ~  of Uiolo~,?r.tl %I-nrtx. Asrcn~bly- 
of L ~ i e  Scicllm. Natinnal Council. 71w lrp;&c-rs qf Herhirid-; 111 Srvrrb I - ie t~~cl~t r :  1 % ~  ,1-.S1r~rmdry d # ~ d  
C ~ ~ ~ ~ c l ~ r j l . ~ ~ ~  (Warhingro11. National Ac~dc lng  r~f'Scicnccs. 1975.  pp. 3-3. 11-3. 



ARVN units launched Clpcration Hawthorne in thr Trlumarong valley 
north of Kontum (claiming to h a w  kil1c.d 53 I PAVN troops). In August 
the 2d Hrigadc- af the U.S. 4th Infantry Division arrivcd in I'lr-iku to 
establish a hcadquartrm, and by mid-Octobcr thr whole division was 
operating in thc highlands. 

Uuring this pcriod thr U.S. Sprcial Forccs increase-d its "border dcfrnw 
and survcillancc" by cstablish~ng trvcnty-two new camps along the 
Laotiar~ and Carnbtdian borders in thc highlands. In addition, the Mobile 
Guerrilla Form was transformed into the Mobile Strike (MIKE) Force to 
be w d  in guerrilla operations. Company-sized groups of 150 to 200 men 
wcrc takt-n by helicvpters intn Communist-controlled arcas to conduct 
o~ra t ions ,  aftcr which thcy were estractcd by thc same means. By 
October 1966 thc tutal CIDG was 34,8130 (in Octuber 1964 it had bctn 
19,0()0) with 3.200 in the M I K E  Force. At least halfthc pcrsr~nnel in thcsc 
forces were  highlander^.'^ In Cheo Reo thcrc was at this time a Jarai girl 
who had the reputation of bcing particularly adcpt at improvising songs (a 
favorite pastime of the Jarai) which usually told ofcurmnt cvcnts. Shc sang 

sadly of highland boys going off in hc1icoptc.r~ to distant placcs (she 
mcntioncd Cambodia when operations thc-rc were very sccrct) and never 
returning. 

Young highlanders also were being rccruitcd by the Viet Cons. In July 
1972 Kwr Yap, who had bccn born 111 the Jarai village :)of Uon Dla-Ya in 
1950, related that in 1966 the Viet Corlg forccd him to go with thcm to the 
Mount Bnh-Mih arcs in southern I'hu Hnn prr>vince. The Vict Cnng unit 
thcrc was a company, w-how commandcr was a southern Victnamrx while 
all thr troops were Jarai. Somc had rt.ct.i\~d military training and some 
wcrc traincd in propaganda methods. Yap was put to wnrk farming 
swiddcns in which chry grew upland dry rice, maize, and p0tatoc.s. Hr was 
@x.m little food and slrpt in a hammock undrr a trw. The Jarai troops had 
no jan of alcohol nor did thcy pcrfi~rm any traditional rituals. In 1968 Yap 
was sent with the unit to attack Buon Ulrch, the capital of Thuan Man 
district, as part of the Tet offcnsivc. [luring the operation hc was captured 
and spcnt twt, years in a Meiku prison camp before bcing rclcasc-d to join 
thr Kit Carson Scouts, an Amcrican-spunsored paramilitary effort. 

Thc Amcricm-sponson-d pacification program continued and in 
November 1966 the Cltficc of Civil Operations was created with Deputy 



Amhassndw WilIiam I'ortur as hcad. I t  brought togcthcr pmjnncl from 
USA113 and thc- Foreign Scrvicc of thc. Statc 1 Icpartnle~~t and resultcd it1 ;In 
incrcascd tlurnber of Amt-rica~i c~vilians it1 thc highlatlds. 

Thc activities of the C I A  it1 thc higlilands also incrcswd. 111 1'36.? thc CIA 
launchcd the Countrr Tcrrc~r program, rrsulting it1 the appcarntlcc of thc. 
Prrlvincinl Rrcc~~~naissa~~cc.  Units (I'RUs). In thc highlands, thc C I A  
rccruitcd yt>ung highlarldcrs (wmc of whrlrn had been in thc Trut311g Son 
Program, wllicll was scparatc) for the PK U s .  Marchctti a id  Marks q~lott' a 
hrmcr Fc~rcign Scrvicc officer whrl dr3crihed thC 1'RU as a "unilntcral 
American pnjgram, i1c.vr.r rc.cr>gni7cd by the South Victl~amcw govrrn- 
nlent. CIA rrprcscntativcs rrcruitcd. orgaliizrd, supplied, a ~ l d  dirt-crly paid 
CT (coutltcr turror) trams, whosc f i ~ ~ ~ c t i c ~ ~  was to 11sc Vict Gong tcch- 
t~iqlles C I ~  tc~r0r-nssassin;itic>11, abuscs, kidt~appi~~gs. and intin~idstioti- 
against thc Virt Ctlng lcadcrship." 'WUy l!)(it5 thc CIA liad also bc-come 
invcdvcd ill the Provincial Intcrrogatioii Crntcrs, a program under thc 
dintction of the Natir~nal Policc. -l'hr first ccrltcrs had bcr.11 started in 1965, 
arld wl1c.n thcy wcrc dcct1lc.d s~~ccessful the-). wcrc cxtcnded to the highland 
provit~ccs. Accorrling to Marchctti and Marks, the cmt rn  wcrc con- 
structed with CIA hnds. 'Thry also r~otc that a CIA opcrator or cotitract 
rmploycc Jirectcd each cl-~ltcr's clpcratiol~. "much of which ccmsistcd of 
trlrturc tactics against ssusprxtcd Victcotlg, such tcjrturc llsually carried out 
by Victtlanlcsc 11atir~nals." Thr  CIA pcrso1111c.I in the highlands wcrC 
invariably I I D I I S ~ ~  in ~xprnsivc villas OK compounds, which tlcey im- 
mcdiatcly surrou11dr.d with high fcnccs, sp>tlights. and special guards. 

Thc vast irlflux of Amrricn~l troops in the highlalids brought changes to 
many of thr. towns, particularly I'lciku. For thc hugc construction prt,Jccts 
(milimry installations, air bases, and roads) private American ctlnstructiotl 
firms brought in Korcan, rilipino, and Victrlamcse workers. Thc 
Vicmanicsc usual1 y brought thcir L~milics with them and, combincd with 
thc large ilurnhcr of AKVN perst>nnr.l and thcir dcpclldents. thc. rrsult was 
huge population incrcascs in higl~laud towns. Nn cc~~sus  had h-t-11 con- 
ducted, but by 1966 Plciku's population was cstimatcd to br in thc. vicinity 
of 50,000 (official figurrv uycrc much lower, hut thcy wcrc co11sidcrc.d 
cr>~lst-rvativc-wc spp. A). A wholc. ncw large section callrd "Ncw 
l'leiku," a dismal cc~llection of Vietnam~x shacks and flinlsy hops,  had 



spread over a hillsidr and was continuing to grow by thc day. -1-hr main 
part of Plriku had bccn transhrmcd into a "G.1. tourn" with cndlcss bars, 
snack shops, and stcam baths (another designation f i x  brt~thcls). -1'hr 
Christian and Missionary Alliance ct~mpound. which in 19.37 had been 
outside the town. was now rngulfed by a group of gaudy "Soul Brothrr" 
bars that catered to black Amrrican soldiers. The streets wcrc-jammd with 
jeeps, military trucks, bulldozrrs, and sc-rrninglg rndlcss convoys. It was 
curious to see files of Jarai men in thrir lr~ncloths. clutching machetes. 
fol lu~~~~cd by womm with backhaskcts and children, walking along thc 
edge of the sidewalks filled with American ~oldirrs, prt,stitutc.s. pimps, 
wndnrs. shocshil~c boys. and ~ t t y  thieves. The Jarai kept their eyes 
straight ahcad as if to ignore thc squalid scenc around them. 

Outside the town. thc undulating grwn plateau now bbrcarnc. filled with 
American and Vietnarntsc military cantonmc-nts, firr haws (artillery), 
airstrips. hclipads, and truck parks. On some hills, large antennas swung 
about like strangc w-indmills. Thc 4th Infantry built its headquarters on the 
slop of thc I Iodrung Moutltain. rcvcrcd as sacrcd to the Jarai. Thc 
Amcncans callcd it "Ikagon Mountain" because ofits twin rounded peaks 
(a shape that earned it the namc "titty mountain" for most ofthe American 
soldiers). Closcr to the headquarters, Vietnamese entrepreneurs established a 
small collcrction of bars and steam baths, and the soldiers dubbed this little 
scttlrmcnt "Rci Pmntang" (pucrt~lmg is a southern American slang word 
for srrxual in tcrcourse) . The American presence around Pleiku also brought 
anr~tthtrr novelty to the highland villagers-huge pilcs of garbage. Strcams 
of dump trucks went daily from the baws to unload the garbage, through 
which bands of highlanders pickcd. carrying off what thcy could use in 
their backbmkcts. '' 

General Vinh Loc and somc of his high-ranking oficcrs announccd at 
this time that thcy were building a special "amusement area" outside 
Pleiku whcrt. Amcrican soldirrrs could cnjoy such th ing  as homback 
riding and other sports. With Arnrrican aid cement, thcy built a collection 
ofbuildings with shops around a fountain. Thc shops wcre lcascd and all of 
them turned out to be either bars (with names like The Gold Bar, The Liz 

Ili. Sinrr Iwasconccrcd.~  many w-crc. by thr crpns~ul~ufthcwar. I dcv~red at tha ttmc a schemr 
turmlw th~c~nf l ic t  (whicl~ I fCjt =as basically pditical) rhruugh ;I pr- ofpr~lirical arcurnmudation 
lratling to a cmlition R>scrnrnrnt with th- N1.F. Aft- bni<-finlrs on this rubjm in Wsshingon. thc 
idms =CR. pubhhcd in two Rand Corporatlun reports: G. C. Hlckcy. "Acct~mmodar~on In South 
Vitmam: Thc Kc)- tu 51clclp~alitical Sulidarity" (Santa Monica. Calihmia: Thc Rand Curporntion, 
September 1961)). 



Bar, London Bar, OK Bar, The Apllo, and the Kiss M c  Bar) or stcam 
baths. The American military authorities in Pleiku, however, put the 
"amusement area" off limits, and so it stotld likr a ghost town. crumbling 
in the rain and the heat of the dry season. 

O n  1 April 1967. aftcr mccring for six months, the Constitutional 
Asscmbly promulgated the new constitution. Article 66 statrd that the vim 
president would scnTe as chairman of the Ethnic Minr1ritic-s Council, which 
article 97 defined as a body to advise the govcmmcnt on mattcrs affecting 
ethnic minorities and also to brief the National As~mbly  on matters 
concerning thc minorities. Article 98 specified that one-third of the council 
would br appointed by the prcsidcnt, that the rcmaindcr would bc dcs- 
ignated by the ethnic mintlritics. and that members would scrvc hur 
years. Just aficr thc new constitution was promulgated, Major Nay Lo 
was named chief of l'lciku province, the first highlander to attain that Icvcl 
in the administration. 

Thew drvc-lopmcnts gcneratcd the fccling in the American Mission that 
thc govcmmcnt was mahng headway in its relations with thc highlandcrs. 
But cr>nvrrsations with highland leaders revealed that they still wcrc 
discontent because too many pn~miscs wcnt unfulfilled and they felt that 
thc Commission for Highland ARairs was not functioning as it should. 
There were too many Vic-tnamcrsc in high positions (some said it should be 
calld thc "Commission for Vietnamcsr Affairs"), a rcfcrcncc to Ton That 
Cu, Capt. Ton That 'ru, Lt. Nguyrn Van Phicn, and Major Nguyen Van 
Nghicm. Also, the cc~rnmission's areas r ~ f  responsibility wcrc too limited 
and too il l-dehd. They also were unhappy that t~cgotiations with 
FULRO were a t  a standstill. 

Based on what the highlanders had alrcady dcclarcd they wanted of the 
government, I wrote a rcport fix thc Itand Corporation drawing together 
social and economic programs into a cornprchcnsivc "blueprint." l 7  Thls 
rcport took the position that, while assuming a placc in the state of South 
Vietnam whcrcin they would contribute socially and economically, the 
highlanders would rtrtain their ethnic identity. it would be important. 
therefore, that thcy preserve certain cultural institutions. such as thcir own 
languagrs (which would be taught in the first years of primary school), 
their own law courts, and special land tenure laws that would accom- 

17. G .  C. Hickc); "Thc Highland I't.oplc uf!k>urh Vietuam: Social and Ecrl~lornic Ikrclupmcnt" 
(Santa ~Munira. Calih~nlin: -171e Kmld Cnrpntit,n. S-ptc-n~~r 1967). 



modntc to their varied forms of agrict~lturc (particularly to swiddcn farm- 
ing). The rcport also advocated sprcial education prrJWams geared to 

funhcr cconomic devclopmcnt (which was taking place in somc arcas) in 
the highlands. Copies of this report w-crc distributed to thr Vietnamese 
govrmment, to highland lcaders, and to American agcncics. 

This report aim contained population estimates of  highlaild ethnic 
groups from three diffcrcnt sources (scc app. A). Since beginning this 
rcwarch prt,ject on the highlanders early in 1965, I had been gathcnng data 

on thc populatirlns of the many cthnic groups. Sincc no complctc ccnsus 
has rvcr been conducted in the upland rcgirlns (the 1943 "ccnsus" was 
rcally an cstirnatc.), 1 gathered cstimates from missionaricu; and from SIL 
staff membcrs who had arrived at i~timatcs in thc course of thcir field 
work. E~timatcu. also werc obtained from local authorities and highland 
leaders. These figures totalrd 877,000 highlanders. The S ~ c i a l  Com- 
mission for Highland Affairs in 1966 cstimatrd 6 10,3 14. FULItO leader 
Y Dhe Adrong had estimatrx that totaled 792,635. 

In 1967 the NLF announccd its political program, drclaring in articlc. 10 
its intcntion to "implrmcr~t the agrarian policy with regard to pcasants of 
national minoritics. To cncouragr and hclp them wttlc down to srdentary 
lifc. irnprt,x.c. their lands. dcvrbp ec-onomy and culture.." '" It alsn grantrd 
rhr- minorities the right to uu- their own spokcn and written languages and 
"maintain or changc their customs and habits." Finally, i t  stated that "in 
thc arcas where national minoritii-s live conccntratcd and whcrc thr rr- 
quin-d cr,ndirio~~s prc-vail. autrmomous zones will tK- r-stablisllcd within 
indepcndcnt and frcu. Viet Nam." 

On 1 .? April 1967 a meeting was to takr place bctwccn Y Uham and Paul 
Nur, whcl was acmmpanicd by two Americans from the U.S. Embassy 
and by Leslie Smith. son of Laura and Gordon Smith. Lcslic Smith had 
been a professional huntrr and conscqucntly was close to many of the 
RhadP Icadcrs, including Y Bham. Thc FULRO leadcr failcd to appear, 
but hc did scnd letters to Smith and Ambassador Lndgc. Anr1tht.r meeting 
was arranged for 2 M a y  bctwcen Gc.nc.ral Vinh Loc and Y Bham. 
Beforehand. Y Bham inquired how man); stars Vinh Loc had and was told 
that the gcncral had one star. When hc stcppcd off the hclicoptrr at Bao 
Dai's clrrgant hunting lodgc. Y Bham was wearing threr large stars on his 



shouldrrs. Following the meeting, Vinh Loc issucd a communiqu; which 
said. in cffcct, that all FULRO forces would rally to thc government once a 

starut pnrtictrlier had been made official. O n  12 May, however, Y Bham 
denird that hc had made such an arrangrmcnt. 

On 2.3 June 1967 Vinh Lor convrncd a congress of highland 1radc.n to 

demonstrate "stolidarity" between them and thc goxTcrtlmcnt. While it was 
of no consrquc.ncr, it did reveal some changes that wrrr  taking place in the 
FULRO movcmcnt. The FULRO delegation was Icd by Y 1)he Adrong 
and included thn-r young leaders-Y Ngo Butm Ya, Y Tang I'hok. and 
Philippr nrouin. The three represented a group of "young Turks" in the 
movement who were growing impatient at thc rncdcratc posture of the 
older leaders, such as Y Bham and Y Dhe. Nay Luctt was bycry wary of this 
group. He related that carlier in thc year Y Ngo Buon Ya had brandished a 
pistol a t  him and Y I)hc, threatening trj kill thcm. Mikc Bcngr, who at this 
time was inwllvcd in agricultural programs for USA113 and was close to 
many highland Icadcrs (he spoke RhadP). was told by some ofthem that Y 
Ngo Buon Ya was a "spy" for the Vietnamese. They pnintcd out that hc 
was sccn visiting Col. Thanh, thc province chef, cvrry morning. This was 
in keeplng with thc FULRO view noted prttviously that Y Ngo (and Y 
Scn Nie Kdam) wcrc paid agcnts of the government. 

Philippr Drtouin was the flamboyant iigurc of this younger group. 
According to Y Klong A d r o n ~ ,  1'hilip~'s father (it was said that his rcal 
father was one of thc Javanese brought in by thr. Japancsc for road 
construction) had b ~ r n  a chauffeur fbr Emperor Bao 1)ai. and hc indulged 
his son. "He was a spoilcd kid." Y Klong observed, rrlating that xvhm thcy 
wcrc at  school together Philippc had a motorbike. a gn-at luxury at thu 
time. He abo was vcry aggressive, often getting into fights with the other 
boys in thc school. Against his father's wishes. Philippe had juinrd the 
French army and was sent to Cambodia. His fathcr appcakd to Ton That 
Iloi to intervene with thr Fmnch oficials to have the boy returned homc. It 
was natcd previously that Phlippe had mamcd Rcom H'un, daughter of 
Jarai leader N a y  Moul (2.17), bu t  he treated the girl badly, often hating 
hcr. 

13hilippc had dc.vr1opc.d a certain mystiquc among young highlanders, 
particularly those in thc CIIIG and MIKE Force. He was considcrcd a 
fearless fighter (whr, was said to  havc killed fifteen Viet Cong), and thcy 
came to believe him to bc indcstructible. According t r ~  Bc.ngc and Nay 
Luctt, l ' h i l i p ~  was in charge tof collecting FULRO "taxes" levied on 



every highlander in tllc CI lX and MIKE Force. (This 1atr.r was corrob- 
orated by FULIkO Icadcrs.) As a mcmber of the FULKO drlrgation in 
Huon Ale-A, Philippc livcd in a masonry llouse (considrrrd vrry c.xpr.~lsivc 
for orlc in his stat~~s), and when I vintcd him hc proudly displayed at1 

expensive hi-fi sct on which lie played rock music. I Ic also had scts of 
Amcrican army fatigut% o n  which Spanish namcs such as Sanchcz ar~d 
C;onzalcs had been scwn. O n  thr shr>uIdcrs wcrc American Special Forc-cs 
patches. l ic cxplailled that from timc to time hc xvould g o  to Saigon and 
pow as an American rlf Spanish origin (hc spoke English with only a slight 
accrnt). I'hilipr also drtwc around 13211 Mc Thuot either on a Honda 
motorcycle ( t h m  and nthm Japanese products, ilicl~~ding transistor radios. 
were wry much in cvidcncc in highland towns at this timc) or in his new 
pickup truck (robin cgg blue in color). Almost cvcry cvctling hc wcnt to 
the Darlac [I nightclub, frequented by Amrricnn and Victnarncse military 
pcrsonncl, where hc drank Scotch whiskey and danccd with thc 
Vietnamcw hostcsscs. 

Elections for a presidrnt and vicc prcsidcnt of South Vietnam and for thc 
Upper House of thc National Assembly were set for 3 Scptrmhrr 1967, 
with a subsequent elcction for a Lowycr House fixed for 112 Octohcr. In 
order tu rally vtjtrs among the highlanders, presidentid candidate Ngugcn 
Van Thieu and his running matc, Nguven Cao K y, flew tn Ban Mc  Thuor 
on 29 August 1967 to attend a gathering of highland lcadcrs. As chairman 
of the National Ilirectory, Thiru signed Dccrcu. No. 003167. which 
covered a wide range of programs for the hgh1-andcrs. Onc articlc statcd 
that a "statutr. stipulating special rights fur the minontics" was now 
macted. Another articlc cwatcd the Ethnic Minorities Council provided 
for in the crjnstitution, and another concerned land rights, drclaring that 
title to lands which the highlanders "farm in rrltation" would bc 
distributed. 

FULRO reaction to this proclamation came in a lrttrr dated 1 I Octokr 
1967. Y Bham took exception to thc. term "slxcial rights." insisting on the 
expression stt~fitt pt~rticulier. Hc also rc-ltrratrd thc dcmand for a highlandcr 
flag, the right to h a w  rclations with foreign nations, and to havc dirca 
foreign aid to the highlands. Hc also wanted a ofparticipatirm by 
highland leaders in any international confcrcncc concerning she future of 
Vietnam. 

In the Septembrr dcction thc Thicu-Ky ticket won. One of the senate 
slatcs elected was Tran Van Ilon's Ndng Cdng Binh (Farmers, Workers, 



Soldiers) bloc. and it includcd Ksrlr Kor (3.20), 3 rncnibcr of FULRO who 
had bccn in the C:onstit11tional Asscmhlg. At ag: thirty. hc was the 
youngcst membc-r of the senate (and the ~11ly  C ~ I ~ L '  to list his r e l i~ous  
athliatiotl as animism). A stocky man with a plcasant manncr. Ksor Rot 
dedarcd when hr arrived in Saigon, "I know nothing of driving or 
dancing, and I would likc to learn about both." 

In Clctober, six highlanders wrrc. clrctcd to the Lo\nrcr I Iouw. Four were 
from thc Constitutional Assembly: Y Wik Buon Ya, I'cang. Nay Blim 
(2.25), and Dinh Vat1 Roi. The other wilitlcrs were Kcom Anhot (3.12) 
from Chco Rco, a graduatc rlf thc Natir>~ial Institute of Administration. 
and Licng Hot Ngeo, a Lat from ]Mat. C>~iccandidatc who was not clcctcd 
was Na?; Blim's wife's sistcr, Rcom I l'ueh r2.28), the first highland 
woman to ruil fhr oficc. 

Whcn in Novcmbrtr 1967 the new govcrnmc'nt was formed. a cabiilet 
post was crcatcd for thc Minister of Devr.lopmcnt oiEthnic Minorities. An 
order datcd 16 Iki-embcr nutlincd the hnction and organization of thc 
new Ministry for Dr.vclopmcnt of Ethnic Minoritius (MUEM). Thc cthrlic 
minoriti~s rcprr.iic.ntcd wcrc tI1c l~ighlandcrs, norther11 highland rcfugces. 
and thc Cham (the Khnacr Krom were nrlt included). 

Whilr thcsc cvcnts wcrc taking place, thc. Victr~an~ War  continued to 
ragc in the highlands. In February 1!167 the U.S. 3d Marine Division 
launched Operation Prairic F i n  111 along thc Demilitarized Zonc in thc 
Bru country around K hc San h. O n  6 April two brigades ofthc 4th infantry 
Division and clcments of thc 25th Divisinn launchcd Operatian Francis 
Marion along the Cambodian border in Pkiku province, bringing them in 
contact with thr PAVN I st Ilivision. PAVN infiltration from Laos in- 
creawd in May. and their ft1rcc-s occupied hills dominating the airfirld and 
S ~ c i a l  Forcc-s post a t  Khc Salih. Thc U.S. M a r i n r ~  dispatched two bat- 
talions, and there was h c a ~ ~ y  fighting in thc arca. Also in May, tllc cntire 
Amcrican pacification effort was placcd under MACV cnntrol, and an 
agency callcd the Civil Operations and Revolutionary f iv t lopmcnt  
Support (CORDS) was formed to direct civil affairs. 

As of mid-June 1967 rhc Amcrican military sin-ngth in South Victr~am 
reachcd 450,000. Intclligcncc cstimatrs placcd the Communist fc~rccs at 
260,(K)O including ovcr 50,000 North Virtnamcsc. Late in Junc., rcmr~nais- 
sancc rcvealed thc pnxnce of four PAVN rcgimenh in the vicinity of Ilak 
To. Special Forces dements accr~rnpanicd by units of the 4th Infantry 
Ilivision and a South Vietnam- battalion went into thc. area- Thcv soon 



were joined by tinits of the US. 1 st Cavalry, thc I 73d Airbornc Brigade, 
and six South Vietnamtw battalions in Operation Paul Revere IV. Massive 
air strikes were provided by jct  fighters and B-52 bornb~rs . '~  

At this time a project in the highlands related to the Amcricatl pacifi- 
cation effort that cauwd considcrablc disruption in uycstcrn I'lciku (and 
angercd many highland Icadcrs) was the Edap Enatlg l<cscttlcmc.nt 
Program. Whrn thc 3d Brigadc of thc U.S. YSth Division arrivrd in Plriku 
injanuary 1966, its commander and General Vinh Lrlc envisagtd a scheme 
for resettling almost all of the Jarai villages (with an wtimated total 
population of 10.000) west of Pleiku city in order to provide a vast "free 
strike zone" for shelling and bombing The program was discussed 
through 1966, and early in 1967 the U. S. 4th Infantry Ilivision, com- 
manded by General William Peers, began implrmrntation in conjunction 
with Gncral Vinh Loc and ARVN. The plan called for relocating somc 
8.000 highlandrrs from cightccn villagrs to a large sr.ttlrrnmt callrd Edap 
Enang (which in RhadP means "peace and prosperity" but the planners 
thought it was a Jarai term). 

I gained information on Edap Enang from visits to the center as well as 
from Amcricans C~miliar with thc projcct. Onc of the most critical rcports 
on Edap Enang was prepared by a U.S. Army Civil Affairs The 
prt,ject was a mastcrpiccc of bad planning. I t  was dccidcd to move thc 
villagcn in April, just aftcr they had planted thrir new crops. ARVN was 
supposed to have infrlrmrd thc c=illagtrs invt~lvrd, but most had not h c ~ n  
told about it when the Chinook cargo helicopters landcd to take them 
away. Nonetheless, they were forced to gcj, ltaving most of their brlong- 
ings (including thcir precious jars and gongs), thcir cattlc, and thcir rlewly 
sown ficlds. The billages were burned, and one American civilian was 

furious, reporting that a n  American officer had boasted, "We set the houses 
on firc before the vilIagcrs were taken away to shr~w them we mcant 
business." 

A Victnamrrsc contractor was hired to buiId framcs 311d rmfi (the scttlers 
u.ould providc thcir own walls). Hc obtained poor wood from a nearby 
fi~rcst and tit1 roofing from USAID. The wily contractor, in effcct. only 
had to purchase nails. Nonetheless, the settlers urert' charged a largr portion 
of thcir 5,000 piaster resettlement compensation for house crlnstruction 

1% U'cumun-land, "Rrpurt on Clpationr," pp. 132-.%ti. 
?[I. "Edap E t l a ~ i ~  Kc~.rrlcrncnt Cc~~rcr." '1-can1 !i. 4lsr C1vl1 Affairs Company. July l!W. 



materials. -1-hr housru. built on thc ground Vir.tn3mc.w stylc'. wcrc a fiir cry 
from thr. sturdy J a r i  h o ~ ~ w s  built on piling with thickly thatchcd roofs. In 
M a y  1967,7,!200 pcoplc wcrc muvrul into tlir. bleak Edap Enang mlltcr. By 
August thc situatior~ was becr>mi~ig dirt-. Food mtiotls vvcrc dcla).c.d ( h r  
two wrecks at  OIIC point), forcing the inhabitants to subsist on bamboo 
shoots and 1ca.r.r~. I'igs were shippd from Saigon for thc scttlcrs, but the). 
wrrr  wry  small, and the Jarai had nothing to fwd thum. Many of the pigs 
wrrt. eaten by thc hungry villagrrs clr, si~lcc. thc pigs wcrc not  uwd to 

highland co~~ditiot~s. died. Uanana trrr-  had hccrl plantcd in thc dry sc.ast,li 

and soon withcrcd. The wells dried up, and whctl thc rains bcgan both thtr 
spillways and fish p t ~ d s  ovcrflowcd. Security was vcry poor and Vict 
Cong propaganda teams entered tht. sc.ttlr.mr.nt a t  will durirlg thc night. 
Fir~ally, it was derrncd tlccccssary trl allow ~ I I C  villagers to return to thcir old 
firlds and harvest what was Irfi of thc crops that llad been planted bchrr. 
thc rcscttlcmcnt. This prccipitatcd an cxodus, and by thc end of l!lti7 orlly 
about 2,700 rcmairlcd ill Edap Etlatlg. '1'11~ othcrs had gollr. hack to thc 
"frt~ '  strike zonr." 

-I'cn~~lch I Iatl Tho related that at thc. cnd of 1967 a hc.licr,ptrr 1n11dc.d at 
the Chru village crlf I'roh Tom Lan. droppii~g c ~ f f  a group c ~ f  tuycl\~c 
Arncrical~ Special h~rccx nic-11 accompnt~ird by some Victnanlcw oficcrs 

and KhadC soldiers. Thcy fi~rccd thc rc-sidcnts to come out r l f  their housc~ 
with thcir hatlds b e h t ~ d  thcir hcads. Arntmg thcm was Yolo~ig Ma, cldrrly 
widow of Chru Icader Banahria Ya Ha11 (4.U), who was pushed to thc 
ground by one of thc R h a d i  When hcr grarldstln Ya Loan ohjcctcd, 
telling thc intrudcrs that there wcrtr no Vict Gong it1 the village, at1 
Amcrican thrcw him tu thc ground and put an M-16 to his head. Thcn. 
whilc thr. villagt-rs huddlcd utldcr thc hot aftcnioon sun, thc st~ldirrrs killed 
pigs and chihickrns and ransacked all of the houses. Madarnr. Ya Hau lost 
ivory and an ancient saber. Photr~graphs r~Fhcr bnlily were tom up. Thr 
villagers protested t r ~  thc district chicf. but llothitlg came of it. 

In othcr parts of the higldat~ds, villagers vrrcrr suffering as a n ~ u l t  o€a 
PAVN strategy that involved attacking villagcx. Beginning in June 1967 
thcrc was a rash ofsuch attacks in thc vicinity of Kontum. 'Ihr pattcrn was 
for the PAVN units to attack during the night atid pic-tratc thc dcic~~sr-s to 
enter the villagtr, killing as marly defenders as possible. Thc I'AVN at- 
tackers threw grrnadcs irlto thc bunkcrs whrrc. the ddrrl y, the n?.1;.omc11, and 
children huddlcd. I visited the villagr. of Kon Sitiu, close to Kontum, aftrr 
one such attack, and villagers drxribed what had happc~lcd. Also, infor- 



mation c ~ t l  similar attacks was gotten from victims who had bccn taken to 

Pat Smith's hospital. Thc wotst L'AVN attack occurrcd on 3 Dcccmber 
1967 a t  I3ak Son, a Sticng rcfuger villagc near Song Be. According to 

Ralph Haupcrs, thc SIL staff mtmbcr working on thc Sticrlg language, the 
Commurlists had been scnding warning notL3 to the camp. ordering the 
villagers to join them it1 the forcst on the Cambodian border with thc 
threat of "punishmcnt" if thcy did 11ot adhere. Undoubtrdly the Sticng 
werc to be uwd as bt-arcrs in the mtwcmcnt of arms and supplics through 
thc arca. Few villagtm obcyed, MI thc PAVN assaulted thc camp. ?'he mcn 
rallicd to chc dcknw with their spars, crt,ssbows, and thc fcw riflcs that 
somr possessc.d while thc women and chi1drr.n hurricd to thc hutkers. Thc 
Stieng dcfcndrrs were n o  match filr thc Communists with thcir sophisti- 
cated Russian wcapons. Orlcc insidc, thc attackers uwd grcnadcs and flamc 
throwers against the Sticng, lulling over two hundrtul of them. Haupcrs 
visited the villagc the fidlowing day to find charred bodies of adults, 
chldrcn, and tiny infants in the sct~rchcd earth of the bunkcrs. Their mrtal 
wrist and ankle decorations w-crc meltrd into grrltruquc dmprs. Survivr,rs, 
most ofthcm wounded and burncd, pickcd through thc ruins and ashes in 
the hopc of finding wmc of their missing family membcrs still alive. 



5 THE TET OFFENSlVE AN13 
CHANGING GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES 

As is the case with many wars, the Victnam War took scvrral ycxs to rcach 
its full fury. Following thc arrival of thc Amcrican combat units in the 
highlands late in 1965, and thc incrcasc in PAVN forces at the samc timc, 
the war steadily intensified. Thr cffeccs wcrc notcd in thc prcvious chapter 
which docurnc.ntc.d the dcath and destruction wrought by both sides as 
wrll as the fblly of Amrrican and Victnamcsc- military commanders who, 
in a war with no front lincs. st>ugI=lv to crcatc them with "fn~  fire zoncs." 
Hut it was nut until 1968 that the war rcachrd its first rcd pcak of violmcc 
with the Communist Tet Offcnsivr. This cvcnt, which had such widc- 
spread repercussions, only touched the highland villages indirrrtly, hour- 
cvcr, filr it was the urban ccntrrs of Ban Mt 'I'huot, IYciku, Kontum, and 
llalat that wcrc attacked by the Communists. Thc war, which until 1968 
had been restricted to thc. rural arras, now encompassed the cities. 
Evcryont realizcd that suddrnly thc war had enveloped all c l f  Vietnamcsc 
society. 

Still, despice thc increasingly widc disruptions duc to thr war, pcoplc 
camed on thcir daily lives, and in parts of the highlands them ever1 w-crc 
encouraging cxamplcs of econtlmic developrncnt being conducted by 
villagers. Thls dcvclopment includcd such things as Rhadi. starting thcir 
own small coEee estates (by 1970 them wcrc. 3126 registcrcd highland coffw 
plantcrs in Darlac), killab~rs doubling thtrir yields by adopting new farm- 
ing methods, and highlandtrs' kitchen gardens being cxpandcd into truck 
gardens. Therc also was that strangc, gossamer wcb of modernity that the 
war brought to snmc placc~ in the highlands. In towns like ~ h e o  Rm or 



Kontum. onr might see a young 11i~hlandc.r wcaring a loincloth Ay by on a 

Japanrsc motnrcyde, and it uras t~o t  ut~usual to scc highland sr>ldic.rs with 
transistor radios p m d  to their ears. 

For thc highland 1tsadc.r~. rhc 1968- 197 1 period was a new phaw it1 thcir 
struggle to asscrt highlandc-r cthnic identity. By early 1969 FULKO had 
fadrd as at1 cthnonationalist forcc, lcaving the Ministry for l>cvclopmcnt 
of Ethnic Minoriticy thc only organization making any cffort to try to 
realizt- irnplcmcntatir>n of governmental promises made at the C>ctc>hcr 
l%4 Plciku Conference. 'The ministry, h o ~ ~ c w r .  was weak, and thc Thicu 
government was inhfferent to highland problcms. Also, as the Americans 
began to withdraw their military hrcrs. thc Victnamcse assumed responsi- 
bility for the dtthsc of thc highlands. This meant morr. dc-structivc 
n.locatio~is and it also meant a drtcriorating sccurity situation in the 
highlands following the chilling dcfcat of AKVN early in 1971 in 
Operation Lam Son 719 (involving an invasion ofLaos to cut thc Ho Chi 
Minh trail). 

Thcrc was a glint of  hopc in June 197 1 when Nay Lurtt, an intclligcnt 
and dedicated highland Icader. bccamt. Minister h r  l~cvc l r~pmc~~t  of 
Ethnic Minorities, bringing about sweeping changcrs in thc staE. Hu and his 
able colleagur= wt about coping with the host of problems that were 
increasing as thc situation in the highlands rvorscncd. Thu deadly effects of 
the war xwrc. compounded by continued forccd relocations and land- 
grabbing by Victnamcse. It was brmming rapidly clcar to the highland 
lcadcrs that their primary task would be to assure thc' shWr sun~ival of their 
own peoplc. 

THE EXECUTION OF PHILIPPE 1)KOUIW 

The year 1!168 bcgan on a notr of violrmcc, caused by a crisis in the 
FULRC) leadership that lcd to thc cxccution of Philippr lIroui11. It was 
indicated previously that I'hilippc (whose real name was Y Kdruin Mlo, 
2-24] was one of a group of FULKCJ "young Turks" who favored a 

militant posturc in dealing with the government. As a mrmbcr of thc 
FULRO delegatin11 in Ban M e  Thuot (he hcld thc rank of colonel in thc 
])am Y Division of the movement). Philippr collected the FULKO 
"taxcs" from the highlanders in the CIDG and Strikc Force. He also was 
accused of extorting monc): from CInG prrsonncl and demanding a 



payoE frrjm young mcn seeking to jrin the MIKE Force. According to 

Michac.1 Bengc, Philippc played thc rolc of paid agcnt for the Victnamesc 
Intclligmcc Agency. fi,r Colons1 Lc Van Thanh, thc Darlac province 
chicf. for thc Vict t i lng ,  for the Amcrican CIA, and for thc U.S. Military 
In tclligence. 

The  U.S. Military Intclligencc (which was 1111drr thc I)~-fcnsc InteUi- 
gcnce Agcncy) had bwn actiw in thc highlands under thc nmlc Ficld 
Soriological Sun!cy (I pmtc.stcd this in Saigon but to no avail). 'I'hcy 
recently h d  established a compound in Uuotl Ale-A on Routc 14. com- 
plete with high fcnce, guard posts, and spotlights. Thcir agcnts could bc 
sren often in civilian drlthcu; dining at La Souris Ulanchc, a small Ban Mc 
Thuot mtaural~t  run by a Madagaran and catrring to Frrnch planters 
who gathercd there tn sip drinks and cxcliangtr news. Since Virtnan1c.s~ 
intc-lligctlcc agents (usually wearing sunglasses) alsr, frequcntr-d La Souris 
Blanche, and it was known that some of the "planters" wrre members of 
the Frrnch 13cusii-mc Uurcau, thc rrstaurallt had tllc rc.pntatioii of bcing 
the spirs' hangnut. In addition to  paying Phdippc for infc~rmation, somc of 
the military i~ltclligtmcc. agents were giving him M-16 nflcs in cschangr 
fur Cornmu~list AK-47 rifles. highly prizt-d "war wuvcnirs" among the 
Americans in Vietnam. 

O n  h e  night of 8 1)eccrnbc-r 1967 Philippc. had a fight with a 
Victnamcsc srrgeant on the glass daricr floor ofthe Ilarlac 11 nightclub nwr 
otlc of the hustesscs. a Virtnnmr* girl namcd Thu who was known to be 
I'hilippc's current mistress. In the hcat ofangrr, Philippt. killcd the scrgrant 
and fled south otl Route 1-1 ccj the FULKO haw- in rhc vicinity of "Bridgr 
14," somc fourtccn kilomctcrs from Ban Mr Thuot. 

According to a FULRC) indictmcnt datcd 26 Jti~aliuary 1968, lcadrrs of 
thr movcmtnt had brrn infbrmed by irsagcnts that following this incidcnt 
l'hilippc had ta lkr-  with Colonci LC Van Thanh. who had arrangd a 
met ing  hctween 13hilippc and government otficials in Saigon.' (I had wen 
13hilippc in Saigon at this time, and he claimcd to h a w  had a discussion with 
Nguym Cao Ky.) ?he FULRO indictmcnt allcgcd that l'hilippc returned 
to Ban Me Thuot with the intention of killing the FULRCI leaders, for 
which hr would rc.ctlvc a largc sum of rncmcy and bt- elevated to rhr. rule of 
prrsidcnt of the movement. 

1 .  Y Llham Errud. "Rclc\-C dcs t u r e s  t r k  kwvrs ct d n  crim~r rrimmis par Y Kdn~in h110 wlon b 
renscigrrrnenu rt-cct~illir" (P. C. FUI-KO. 26 January I%Rj. 



k n g e  relates that soon aftcr Philippe rcturned to Ban Mc. Thutlt hc and 
another ").oung Turk" named Y Sen Nie Kdam (3.18). accompanied by 
several llhadi girls from one elf thr dancc teams organized by the 
Psychological Warfare branch of thc ARVN, went to the International 
Bar. Some Vietnamc-sc soldiers came into the bar, and when cmc of thcm 
asked a Rhadi girl to dancc a fight broke out betwren the Victnamcsc and 
the two FULRC) Icaders. Several of thc Victnamcse were wounded, the 
bar was wrecked, and l'hilippc again fled the town. Hr wcnt to the Special 
Forces MIKE Force post nrxt to thc East F-icld outside of Ban M e  Thuot, 
whcrc most of the highland personnel were loyal FULRC) members. Led 
by a young Khad; namcd Johnny, thc FULRC) mcmbers srnllgglrd 
weapons (two S b l i h c r  machine guns from hclicoptcr gun ships, a 
bazooka, grenades, and M- 1 Ci riftcs) to Philippe and some of his followe~s. 

Early in January l!Iti8 Philippc called a meeting ofhis followers (one of 
whom was Johnny's brother) in a longhouse at Butm Kosicr, a village near 
the Ban Me 'Ihuot City Airport. Also in attrndancc were two Americans 
from Military Intelligrncc. In thc course of outlining his plan to assassinate 
the FULRO leaders Philippc got into a heated argument with Johnny's 
brother and in a fit of trmpcr took out his 3kal iber  pistcd and shot him. 
Everyonr ffcd-so hastily that the turn Americans left their jccp. Philippc 
went to thc MIKE Force post near thc East Field and recruited somc of thc 
FULKO mcmbers. Taking thrcc of the Special Forms' trucks, they drovc 
to the Dam San camp (operated by the CIA'S Truong Son Program) near 
Buon Ea Kmat, where they had little succcss getting more followers. From 
there thry proceeded farthrr cast to thc village of Ea Pur. 

Told of the events by a FUL-RO friend, Bmgc immediately headed for 
the Bridge 14 post whcrc he foundJohnny, Y Scn Nie Kdam, and othcn of 
the "young Turk" group. They had taken Johnny's brother to thc prov- 
incc hospital and were planning to movc against Philippr. They were 
angry at the inttrrfcrence of the Amcricans in FULRO politics and told 
Bcngc that the Military Intelligence peoplc should leave llarlac province. 
Mounting an assortment of motorbikcs, Vespas, Lambrcttas. and Honda 
motorcycles, they spcd off in the direction of 8uon Ea Pur. Bmgc wcnt to 
inform the American Smior Military Advisrrr at the Grand Bungalow and 
also to meet with Colonel Thanh. 'l'he Senior Adviser ordercd onc oEhls 
Forward Air Control L-19 pilots to monitor thc movements around Buon 
Ea Pur. 

Thc following morning thc pilot reported that trucks full of m m  had 



left Buon Ea Pur and had gone to Buon Kram, tlcar Route 2 1 .  thc road 
leading south from Ban M e  Thuot to Lac Thien (Ilak Lak). Bcngr went to 
Buon Kram whcrc his adoptivc father Y Bham Nie informed him that the 
FULRO troops had Philippc in a house near the villagc. Ucnge thcn 
procecdcd back into town and down to the FULRO post at  Bridge I={. 
johnny and some of his colleagues uycre there with several American 
Special Forces oficers who were trying to retrievc thrir stolen trucks. 
Johnny had been informed that his brother had d id .  Coloncl Thanh had 
alcrtrd the local ARVN units to secure the roads into Ban Mc Thuot and 
ordcrcd the Amcrican Military Intrlligencc out of the province- 

Thc L-19 pilot rcprted that a truck full of men left Buon Kram and 
hcadcd south on  Routc. 21 to Bucjn Aleo (natal villagc of Y Bih Alco. the 
Communist leader in the highlands). The pilot kept watching and radiwd 
that they had gone into thc village whrrc. they assumed a military for- 
mation, a k r  which thcy stacked their arms. With nightfall there was no 
further information. Thc following day, howevcr, Bcnge was told by a 
FULRO friend that thcy had takcn Philippc to Buon Alc-A and thcn 
southward to Bridge 14. Hc. claimed that they had been ambushed by the 
Viet Cong and Phllippc was "shot between thc cyes." He hdd up his hand 
to rcwal Philipp's prized cat+ye sapphire ring on his finger. Vietnamese 
intclligrnctr sources rcported that Philippc had been taken to thc FULRO 
post at Bridgc 14 and exccutd. 

Thr- FULRO indictment called Philippr. "un garqvn ma1 ilrvi. de son 
bas igc" and charged him with "crimes of treachery and thicvcry." It 
claimcd that he had squandered FULRO hnds amounting to 5.8 12.000 
piasters on "ses plaisirs personnels (danccr, manger, ct boire, ctc.)." I t  also 
noted that he had givr-n his girlfriend Thu a pfi of 260,000 piasters. Thc 
indictment described his contacts with Victnamrse officials, and his intent 
to commit murder, concluding that becausc of thcse violations clf his 
position as a colonel in FULRO hc was condcmnrd to death. 

THE SIEGE AT KHE SANH AND THE TET OFFENSIVE 

In mid-January 1968 the smoldering situation that had been building up 
since May 1967 at Khe Sanh, just south of thc 1)emilitarizcd Zone, 
exploded into onc of the rnajclr battlcs of the Victnam War and brought 
devastation to thc Bru peoplc in that arcra. The 1'AVN 304th 1)ivision had 



infiltrated across the Laotian border to join thc 325C Ilivision in the 
vicinity of Khc Sanh, whilc the 320th Division appeared to be gctting into 
position along thc Demilitarizcd Zonc to attack Koutc 9 east of Khc Sanh 
in thc vicinity of Camp Carrtdl, whcrc U.S. Army 175-mm guns prt~vidcd 
artillcry support filr Khc Sanh. At K t  Sanh itsclf, two battalions of the 
26th U.S. Marinc Regimcnt hcld the position and on 16 January a third 
battalion was flown into the area as part of Operation Niagara 11.' 

As it brrcarnc apparent that a major battlc was in thc offing, thc 
Americans ordered all ofthe Vietnamese population (around 1.500) in Khe 
Sanh to cvacuatc to thc basc whcrc thcy would bc airlifttrd tu Danang-John 
Millcr, an SIL staff member working on chc Bru languagc. dcscribcd how 
his Vietnamese neighbors in the town quickly packcd their belongings and 
boardrd up thrir houscs. At thc samc timc. Anha, the Bru Icadcr, I d  a larsc 
group of Bru villagers insidc thc dcfmscr pcrimctcr of the basc. Busy 
packing his linguistic materials, Millcr was thc last onc to lcaw thc town. 
No sooner had he departed than YAVN troops began to infdtratc the 
abandoned buildings. This prompted thc M a n n r s  to call in massive air 
bombardment on 21 January that complctcly Ic?~clcd Khc Sanh. Thc Bru 
at the basc were airlifted to Cam Lo, on thc coastal plain. Miller rcportcd 
that somc 3 . 0  Rru villagers bcgan to makc their way dour11 thc Ban Long 
valley on  foot to Cam Lo, whcrc largc numbers of Victnamcsc from thc 
Demilitanzcd Zonc. wcrc' co~ivrrging. Also, on 21 January thr Marine 
positicms on  Hill 86 1 camc undcr hcavy attack. The M a r i n e  battalion and a 
reinforced company that occupied that hill, and hills 358,881 South, and 
950, faccd two PAVN divisions numbering bctwccn 15,000 and 20.000 
men with one more division within striking distance. Thew events marked 
the bcginning of thc Khc Sanh sicgc that lastcd scvrnty--SC.vc.li days. 

Attention was focuscd on Khe Sanh, which was beginning to be de- 
scribed as a possible "llicn Bicn I'hu of thc Vietnam War." Suddcnly. 
however, Saigon and Washington were shaken by a massive Communist 
assault on many urban crntcrs throughout South Vietnam. 'This was thc 
"Tet Offensive" that began the first days ofthe Tet Nguyen Dan, the lunar 
new year. marking thc bcginning of thr Year of the Monkey. 

O n  27 January 1968 1 rvcnt to Ban M c  'I'huot on an aircraft crowded 
with Vietnamese guing to Ilanang, Hue, and other central Victrlamcsc 
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cities to spend the Tet holiday, wliicli bcgan at midnight 29 January. Mikc 
Ucngc, as ucual, offcrcrl liorpitnlity at the USAID house, locntcd near thc 
ccntcr of thc town, ncrosq the street from the Catholrc church known 
locally 3~ t l ~ e  "~3thr~1ral" (see map 6). Thcrc was a rcport that a 
Communist upper  scluad was going to perictratc the town that cvcnitig. 
At the USAID Iiousc, the RhadC guards were piling sandbag$ around tlic 
balcony and in front o f  t11r house. Othr r  than that. Ban Mc Thuot secmrd 
normal and bustlitlg. 

One of m y  objectives on this field trip was to  rleternlitie if Route 21R 
that ran southeast from Ban Me Thuot to Lac Thien would lend itsclf to an 
cxpcrimcnt cornbinins acrial pliotngrapliy and a ground survcy fc~r ob- 
taining cadasrral data needed in the program to grant land titles for 
highlanders practlclng pcrmancnt cultivation and swidden C~rming. 011 
Sunday, 28 January Mike and I wcnt to  Buon Kram, a Ttliadi. villagc snme 
twcnty kilomctcrs from Ran Mc Tliuot (>ti Routc 21B. Mike war well 
known in the village, having been adopted by the villagc chief Y Rham 
Nic. W c  wcrc warnmly wclcomcd. January is in tllc dry scason, the harvest 



is cndcd, and clearing of ncw fields has not yrt begun. The atmosphere in 
highland villagru: at this timc is rclaxrd. almost drowsy. At Huon Kram, 
ct-lchrations w:crc going on in several longhouws. with groups pphercd 
around jars drinking whilc thc gongs played. We wcrc invi td  to t h w  
longhouscs and as wc drank from thc jars we discussed thr situation in the 
arra and the possibility of doing thu survry of fields along thc road. Thc 
general conwnsus was that wcurity farthcr south was not vcry 
Mikc and I returned to Ban Mc Thuut. 

Thc following day was hot and still as w-c drovr back to Br~on Kram. It 
was immediatdy apparcnt that the atmosphere in the villagc had changcd. 
Villagers wore anxious looks 3s we madr our way to Y Hham Nie's 
longhouse. He informcd us that the Communists had savagcly attackcd thc 
post at Lac Thirn the night bcforr, leaving many of the defenders and 
villagcrs dcad. Among diem wcrc some Buon Kram men, and Y Bham 
\%:as organizing a dog sacrifice. "I >on't go farthcr south on Route 2 1 U," he 
said, adding, "All of the villages arc fi1lc.d with North Vietnamese troops, 
and thcy arc taking the villagcrs' ncc. and killing all of their animals for 
food." tic. explained that cvcryontr was fleeing into the forest bccauw the 
Communist troops were massing fur an attack on Ban Me Thuot. 

I'criodically during the war thcrr wcre rumors nfimpending attacks that 
ncvcr matcrialized, but Y Bham's news was obvinuslly based on good 
information. Mike and I immediately decidcd to rrturn to Ban Me Thuot. 
Hr wanted to stop at Huon Ale-A. and whtrn we arrived it n m  clear that 
thr news ofthe Lac Thicn attack and a Communist assault on the town had 
not reach4 there. A grnup of pretty Rhadi. gjrls dressed in traditional 
clothcx rvt-rc going from longhouse to longhouse inviting cvrryone to a 
cclcbration a t  the house of Y Wik Buon Ya. a mcmbrr of the Lower House 
in the National Assembly. We had just arrived at  rhc longhouse of somc 
FULRO people whrn a young mat1 came with news of the impending 
attack. Thcy quickly dispersed to alcrt their own armcd gmups. Mikc and I 
wcnt ovcr to thc Grand Bungalow, where in a calm atmrlsphere somc of 
the American military ofliters said that thry felt the Communists would 
honor thc truw. W e  encountcrcd a group of American missionaric.~ 
coming out of thc mess hall. Among thcm wcre Bob and Mane Ziemer. 
whom I had not seen since the Il).jlh, and Carolyn Griswold (smartly 
dressed in a white gown and wearing red pumps), who was accompanied 
by her father Leon, a gcnial man. He was rctircd and had come to Vietnam 
to assist thc rnixsion in any way hc could. Bob Zicmcr and Mr. Grisuwld 



expressed thcir concern over the detc-riorating sccurity situation in the arm, 
and wc told thcm what thc Rhadi had said about a possible attack. 

At thc Special Forces B Tcam, behind the Grand Bungalow, there was 
fcvensh activity. The CIDG troops were digging trenchcu and bunkers and 
filling sandbags. Mm were sitting about cleaning weapons. An Amtrncan 
scrgcant invitcd us into the bar, informing u\ that their intc-lligence was 
that Ban Mc Thuot would be attackd that night. H e  suggested that we 
evacuate the USAID houx and move into the Special Forces Compound. 
We thanked him and departcd. 

Driving through the strcrts ofBan Mc Thuot, I had a sinlung fccling as I 
looked at the shops displaying the festive Tet decorations. Crowds of 
smiling people, many of them clutching the hands of small children, milltrd 
along the strccts and fillcd the central market buying new cluthcs (a lunar 
ncw year rcquiremcnt) and Trt food specialtics. all wrappcd gaily in red 
and gold paptrr. Music blarcd from loudspeakers. Thc restaurants were 
jammed. At a small sidewalk caG, somc highlandrrs we knrw were 
drinking beer and they wavcd for us to stop. Whcn Mike told thcm the 
news. their smile vanished, and they quickly paid thcir bill to leave. 

At the USA111 housr, Mike gathcrcd the other Americans and the 
Rhadi guards to work out a defcnsc of the compound. Wcapons were 
distributed. More sandbags were piled up on thr balcony and in front of 
thtt main entrancc. Cans wcrc filled with water, and rvc chccked food 
supplies, candlcs, and othcr essentials. Wc preparrd somc dinncr while 
everyone becarnc curiouslv silent. We could hear the talks and armored 
personnel carriers from the ARVN 8th Armored detachment rumble by in 
front of thc house, thc first sign that thcre might bc trouble. 

As thc- sun went down and darkness fell, the town becarnc very quiet. 
Only military vehicles sped through the strcrts. At midnight, in spite ofthc 
provincc chief's order not to firc weapons to cclebrattr thc arrival nf the 
new ycar (and chase away cvil spirits) there was a great dcal of shrwting nf 
weapons mixed with firecracker cxplosions. By 12 : 30 thc noise began to 
subsidc. quickly and within a halfhour the noiw tapcrcd ofF. Thc night was 
warm and still. 

Suddenly. around 1 : 30, the Tct attack on Ban Me I'hut~t bcgan. A rapid 
succession of csplosions brvkc the silence as mortar rounds and rockets 
began to rain down on the military installatioiis and thc center of &c town, 
jarring us out of b d .  Quickly there was the sound of small arms fire and 
thm machine guns beginning to  clnttcr from evrry direction. ?'hr cxpl- 
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sions spread and camc closer to the housr. The staccato oF automatic 

weapons burst from the Darlac Hotcl (whcrc U.S. Air Forcc pcrsonncl 
werc billeted) and fmm the CIA compound nrarby. Flames shot up from 
burning buildings in downtown Ban M e  Thuot and in the crowded 
Vietnamcsc sections. W e  huddled bchind thc sandbags on the balcony as 
the houw Book from explosions. ARVN tanks positioned thcmsclvm in 
front of the gate, and we could hcar the high-pitched voicm of the soldiers 
shouting on thcir radios. From the nearby airstrip, American hclicr~pter 
gunships bcgan swirling into the air, their machine guns blazing from the 
sidc doors. 

From thc balcony, wr cnuld see that thcrc. was heavy fighting taking 
place in the direction of Buon Ale-A to the southcast and a t  Buon Kosicr 
nrar the airstrip. Mike and I nnrricd aloud for our fricnds in thc-w villages. 
Flares threw an ccriu orangc light on the trccs and roofs of the dluttcrcd 
houses around us that w m c d  to have withdrawn into thcmwlves. 

Thr. cxperitnce was very rcminisccnt ofthe attack I had witncswd in the 
Special Forces camp a t  Nam Ilonp, on 6July 1964. Thcrr wrrr the same 
sounds of unrestrained violencc that is war a t  its worst. The clatter and 
staccatr, of the weapons mixed with the explosions in a strangc counter- 
p i n t  stradily mounting to a staggering crrrcendo that fell and then rose 
again. To the west of Ban Mc Thuot, an enormous cxplosion sent shock 
waves over the rooftops as a furl dump blew up. Thcn, around 3 : 30, thcrc 
was an unusually rcsounding blast from the direction of Uurm Ale-A (scc 
be10 w) . 

Suddenly the houv was engulfed in thc violence (we found out  latcr that 
a Commu~~ist unit was coming up the road bchind us). There werc loud 
explosions all around. and the tanks began to spray gunfire in c\;-cry 
dlrcction. Traccr bullets flcw rverywhere. In an instant. helicopter gun- 
ships began swoopi~~g Inn? n w r  the roof; firing rockcts that spewed sparks. 
Flarc-s dc-sccnded dirrctly o\;-crhcad with their bright orangc liight that 
cauwd shadows to distmd. Windows shattcrrd, and the crash of bullets 
hitting thc walls could be heard. Thc gardcn, filled with acrid smokc and lit 
by flarcs and cxplwiclns, sc'rrnrd unbclicvably tranquil. 

Finally thcrc camc the reassuring first signs of dawn, and, as at Nam 
Dong, thc morning light wrmed to havc a soothing rEect. bringing thc 
fighting to a halt. Calm, broken by occasinnal bursts of gunfire and the 
thud of mortars, descended as thc sky began to brighten on what normally 
would havr hrn a still, sultry day. 



Thc tanks k g a n  to movc away, still sporadically firing clleir guns. Wr 
k g a n  to take stock of the houx  and to locate rvrryonr.. hrtunatrly, no 

onc was injurcd. As thc sun row, thcrc. was a stirring on  the strcu.t as 
military \ychiclc-, somc of thcm ambular~ccs. passcd the housc. Several 
young Vietnamese sprd by on mt,torcyclcx. l'coplc k g a n  to opcn thcir 
shuttcrs nrld git~gcrly pcer out and some wonwn hcld handkcrcl~icfs tto thcir 
cycs. Thcrc wcrc wveral bodies on the square in frr~nt of thc. cathedral and 
the carcases of dead cattle could bc. wc'n on a main strcyt. Grcat clouds o i  

black smrlkc r t x  from scvcral parts of thc town. As more r o p l c  appeared 
on thr. strcct, somc o f  thc Amcrican ci\yilians convcrgcd 011 thc house. Jane 
Ford. a hardy wt3rnan who was thc cducntin~~ adviser ftor thc Highland 
Normal School, walked over from her apartment and rt.p)rtc.d that the 
rnarkrt arca was quiet. Ar wc stood ill front of the house, Mike flc.ngt. 
suddrniy roared out of the front gate in a vdlicle. obviously on his way to 
13uc~n Ale-A to asscss the situatin~l thcrc. I walked back down the road 
behind thr hrluwic.. Pulplc stnod in thcir doorwags looking dazcd. At the 
beautihl chap1 that thr L ~ C I I L ' ~ ~ C ~ ~ I I C  nuns had built (Sistcr Bonifacu had 
designed it along the lincr, ofa lxhadt longhousc) as part ofa highland girls' 
school. thr priest was looking at thc damngcd roof whilc thc 11u11s suyept 
brokcl~ glass. Thu priest told me h a t  during the night thc. Commuliist 
troops had come dourn the road a l ~ d  thc. tanks had hccn firing nt thcm. 

Artlurld 10 :OO A.M., Victnarnesr rrfugrtx from thc. w-ctions of thc city 
that uTcm burning beban to appear on the stmts, malung their way to thc 
c~thtdral  (they wrrc northcrn Victnamrx who had buco in Land 
1)cvrIaprncnt Ccnters which thcy had abandoned. moving to Ban M c  

'I'huot). T11c.y hurricd along thc cdgc of the roads. clutchirlg what belong- 
ings thcy could salvage. The bcwildt-rtul c-hlldren wcrr wc.aring thrir ncw 
Tct clotha. Thc rcfugccs reportcd that thc fircs wcrc getting worse and 
that thr Communist trrwps wrcrc still in thr wuthcrn part of thc city. At 
ntxln, Amc-rican fightcr-bombers began to divc on the Buon Ale-A area 
and the exploding bombs rocked thc downtowrl. Some of the refugrr 
women fill to tllc ground wailing and crying. Thr Italian owncr of the 
Kinh Do Hotel and his Victnamcsc W I ~ C  said that thcy had had heard from 
her relatives that Communist troops n7crc in thc market area. They werc 
trying t r ~  organizc dcmonstratiotls and warrlcd that there wtluld br fight- 
ing again whrn darkncss fell. It was bccoming clear that the fighting was 
not O\'C'r. 
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By this time the carl~edral was filling with pcoplc as they strcamerl down 
the strects from the south. I talked with some of thcm about organizing 
tliemselvcs so we could get some relicf for them and then went to find thc 
CORIIS refugee adviser. The effort was hopclcss, however, hccause the 
warehouse with refugcc goods was in an area wlicrc fighting was breaking 
o u t  again. By late afternoon the sounds of fighting in the southern part of  
Ban Me Tlruot began to grow louder, thc tanks began to fire down some of  
the streets, and the refugees continued to hurry to the cathedral. The 
bombing increased. and an American jet flew low over the USAID house, 
unloading a napalm bomb that burst with a huge mass offire on the grotto 
behind thecathedral nowjammed with refiigccs. (Wclenrncd later that the 
Communist troops werc reported to be hiding in a church-the one in 
Buon Ale-A-but the pilot picked thc cathedral by mistake.) Fortunately, 
no one was hurt. The Americans in the houw decided to evacuate, so we 
made our way through the center of Ban Me Thuot, past the shuttered 
shops, through thc sports field (whcre the 03th ccremonies had been held in 
the pxt )  to the Grand Bungalow. I went to the Special Forces R 
Detachmentjust as a Frcnch planter brought in a truck loaded with badly 
wounded Rhadt from Buon Kosier. Some of the villagers explained that 
the Viet Cong had forced them to marsh toward Rat1 Mc Thuot for a 
demonstration. As thcY approac l~~d  the police checkpoint, someone threw 



a grenade into the group. Two died while being lifwd from the truck, but 
the Special Fcxccs doctor, assistcd by thr COI<I)S public hralth nursts, 
saved thc rest. 

As darkness fcll, thc fighting began again, and during thr night it 
reached the samc pcak ofintcnsity that it had thr prtrvious night. Thcrc was 
an assault on the headquarters of the 23d Division nearby, and it brought 
heavy shelling all around the B Detachment. The following morning 
rcports came in that the offensive had been launched against cities all over 
South Vietnam. Saigun was being attacked. with the American embassy. 
the Independence Palace, the airport, and ARVN compounds the major 
targets. Thcrc also was fighting going on in I'lciku and Konturn. Janc Ford 
appeared at the Grand Bungalour, relating that the Viet Cong soldiers had 
cntcrcd her apartment and, aftcr pushing hcr around, had procccdcd to 

smash everything. After they left, she pulled herself togcthcr and hurried 
to the MACV compound. Wc still had no idea whcrc Mikc Bcngc was. 

Latcr WL' lcarncd that Mikc had k n  captured. His capture was drscribd 
in Marie Ziemer's account of the terriblr Cdte of the Christian and 
Missionary Allia~cc staff at  thcir Hunn Alc-A h~ad~ua r t c r s .~  Whtn thc 
attack began at 1 : 30 A.M., Communist trc~ops r n t ~ w d  immediately into the 
Buon Alr-A area. Thc mission hcadquartcrs, including thr thrm Italian 
villas built by Gordon Smith in I!).JO, was cngulfcd in rhc fighting. Vict 
Cong entered the vilIa occupied by Camlyn Griswold and hcr fathcr and 
ordcrcd thcm to thcir upstairs bedrooms. Thcy thcn placed largc amounts 
of explosives in the ground florlr and at 3 : 30 detonated them. (It was the 
deafening explosion wc. had heard at the USA113 house.) Leon Griswold 
was killed immcdiacely and Carolyrl was pinned in thc wrcckagc of the 
hour .  I3rtty Oh-n and Iluth Wilting, thr mission nurscs, did what they 
could for Carolyn after thc Communist troop rnt>\y~-cI on, but shr was 
gravely wounded. Hob Zicmtrr and Ed Thompson dug a bunker and tried 
to signal the American plant%. 'They saw Mike Benge ccomr along Route 
14 and tried to warn him to turn back, but the Communist soldiers stopped 
him and led him away. 

As the missionaries huddled in their bunker during the next few days, 
the fighting swirled around them and the remaining mission buildings 
w r c  demolished. On Thursday morning (the attack had bcgun on 
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Monday morning), Bob Zicmcr, in dc-pcration, left the bunker to plrad 
for mcrcy. Shots wcm heard, and hr. fell over thc clothesline, dcad. Ruth 
Wilting went out to gct medicine for the dying Carolyn and she was shot 
dead. Snon afirr, an rxplosion rippcd the bunkcr (probably a grenade), 
killing Ed Thompson and seriously wounding Maric Ziemer. Communist 
soldiers carricd her into Buon AIc-A, and shc saw that thcy had captured 
Bctty Olxn and Hank Blood (a SIL staff rcscarcher who worked on the 
Mnong Rlam language.). The Communists had allowed Evangeline Blood 
and her children to walk back to Ban Mc Thuot. Some of the Rhad2 
assistcd Maric Ziemrr to the MACV compound in Ban Mc Thuot, whcre 
thcy arrangcd for her to be sent to Nhatrang. By Friday, 2 February. 
American combat troops rcached Buon Ale-A and found Carolyn 
C;riswold still alive. Shc was scnt to Nhatrang where shc died. 

Accordins to a FULKO report. thirty of thcir troops were stationed at 
the drlcgation headquarters in Buon Ale-A whcn the Tct attack bcga11.~ 
TheCommunist forces came from the southeast (from the \.illagrs south of 
Buon Kram), and for two days and two nights the FULRO fought hack. 
Thr FULRO report claims that thc movrment s u f f r ~ d  seven dead and 
four wounded, whilc they hllcd eighty-five Communists. The 
Communists capturd mme furty-five village residents, including Y Ngo 
Buon Ya, Y Wik Buon Ya (Bengc rcported that both wcrc cxecuted by the 
Communists), Y Blu Nit. Buon-llricng, and Y Nguc- Buon Ya, a pastor 
and FULRO mcmber. Y Blu relatcd that whcn the PAVN troops got the 
group c ~ f  RhadP captives in the forest, thcy only had a few arrncd guards. 
Since the Vietnamese did not speak Rhadt, the captives all agrccd that on a 
given signal they would run in differrnt directions into the bush. and thostr 
with luck would cscapr. On the signal they scrambled, and both Y HIu and 
Y Nguc made good thcir cscape. Mikc Bengc, who was hcld in the same 
Communist prisnn camp as Y Blu, disagrees with this and claims that Y 
Blu wrote 3 "confcssi~n" in the camp and inhrmcd on othcr prisoners, so 
he was rrlcased. 

Bengc related that o n  the second day ofhs captivity hr was taken to the 
leprosarium (run by the Protestant mission) some twelve milcs southwest 
ofBan Mc Thuot. A group ofbetween fiftmn and twcnty youtlg FULRO 
mcrnbers from Buon Ale-A wcrc brought in. and the Communists or- 
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ganizcd unnr of their "Pcoplc's Courts." They roundcd up the lepers to 
represent "thc pctlplc." Communist cadre wrre placed amidst thc lepers 
and a bizarre "trial" began. The Communist officer in charge listd the 
young men's "crimes against the pcoplc," and when he askcd for a 
rtrspnsc from the people, the cadrrmen would shout and get the lepers 
excited so thcy wrluld rcpcat die shout. Thc officer asked the p p l c  to 
denounce the primncrs, and the cadre rcspondcd, "Kill them, kill them!" 
They kept rcpcating it loudly and stirred up the lepers to join in the 
shouting. Thc Iepcn, clearly agitated, waxy4 fingerless hands as they 
shouted. "Kill thcm!" The young FULKC) men, thrir wrists bound with 
telephone airc, wrrc taken to a nearby clcaring and shot to dcath. 
Y Ilhc Adrong descrikd how thc FULRO troops fi~ught fur several 

days. But as the American bombing kcamc more intense, they realized 
that thcy would have to evacuate. I-lc. and Y Tang I'hok flcd with their 
familics across the fields to Buon Kosicr. 'I'he offensi\yc Icfi one-third of 
Buon Ale-A in ruins. Y Preh Ruon Krong wcpt as he told how hhc. and his 
family tried to flee the first morning just as an American airstrike began. 
Several of his childrcn were killed by a napalm bomb. Y Prch said. "My 
youngest son was hit by the bomb and we could not cvcn find any 
remains." Among others killed was Y Say Mlo Duon Ilu. one of the 
founders of the Bajaraka Movement. 

By the cnd of the week the fighting had subsided. Victnamcsr refugees 
packed thc cathedral and the centcr nf the town. Some 4.OIK) Rhadi, 
whow ricr and animals had k n  taken by the Communist fc~rctrs in their 
villages, cr>nvcrgcd on the highlandrr boarding school sccking food. Ton 
Tha t  Hoi, the elderly mandarin, complained that his housc, close to thc 
Grand Bungalow. was burned and he had lost much of the equipmcnt f i ~ r  
his coffcc c-state much of Ban Mc Thuot. Whole scctions of the town that 
had k n  occupied by military dependents and people from Land 
Development Crntcrs were in ashcs. Thr administrative buildings built by 
thr French on Route 14 at the entrancc to the town were rubblc, and Y 
Dhuat Nie Kdam. who lived in one building, lost his right arm. Thr Bao 
Dai hunting lodgc across the road was badly damagcd. 

An A R V N  sourcc rcportd that 18.823 were rendered homclcss in Ban 
Me 'Ilfiu~t because of thc offc.nsi~e.~ This sourcc also related that only 30 
percent of the city's garrison had been kept on  duty, the remaindcr having 
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b r ~ n  g r ~ n t r d  Tct lcavc. Thc Communist fi3rcr.s 11um~rrul  somr 3.500 men 
from thr 33d Krgiment (composed of four battalions). the 401 st and 30 I st 

Prt~viticc Mobilc Battalions, and I<ugional Guerrilla Companirx F14. I 15. 
146, and H8. The first assault camu from thc southcdst, frdlour~d by another 
thrust from thr northwest. ('rhc lk-ncdictine nuns Found toothbrushes and 
soap along the small stream ncar thcir plantatio~l northwest of the town.) 

At  Kontum, thc Crlmmunist sttack began at 2 :  00 A.M. on 30 January, 
the first day of 'l'ct, with llcavy shclling c>E thc AKVN 24th Spccial Zonc 
Command hcadquartcrs, thc airfield. and thc provincial admil~istrativc. 
sr-ctinn, which also was assaultrrd on thc ground by infantry units. At thc 
same time, sappcrs (who had itlfiltratcd the city disgltiscd as ordinary 
civilians) attnrkcd wvcral targcts. The Cr>mm~it~ist forces inc1udr.d the 24th 
NLF Rcgimrnt. thc M t h  Battalion, a t ~ d  thc X200 Moulitain Light 
Artillcry Battalion. Within hours the incyading L~rccs occupied thc ccntral 
market and downtaw11 of Kontum as wcll as some nxidmtial a r ~ a s . ~  

At thc SIL centcr on the northern cdgc of Kontum, just above thc 
MACV and Special Forcr-s conlpclunds, a Litrracy Workshop was btlng 
hcld. It had attracted SIL staff mrmbcrs and other missionaries and thcir 
familirs. According to [loris Blotd (who, with her husbnt~d Ihvid. broth- 
cr of capturcd Hank Ulood. was working on the Cham language). thosrr 
staying at thc cclltcr wrnt to thcir bunkcrs when the attack began.' Thr 
following day thr-re wT;.as sporadic- fighting in the tc1w11. but the liilguis~s 
thought that thc main thrust of the assault was over. As thcy wcrc sitting 
down for suppcr law in the aitcrnoon, an American htriiroptcr from the 
nmrby MACV compclund landcd wit11 instructions that thcy cvacuate 
immcdiatcly. Thcrc was a scramblc for suitcaws (which Caroly11 Millcr 
wiscly had suggcstd the.)-. pack earlier), books, and research matcrials. 
Suppers werc. lrft on stoves and tabla as CaroIy11 and her childrcn (John 
Miller who had bec.11 at Kllc Sanh was now ill Danang, wc bdow), Pat 
Cohcn, David and Doris Hlood, Richard Phillips and his family (whose 
house in Ban Mr. Thuot was dcstroycd). C3lix.r.r Trchilco (who was with 
the World Evangdiza tion Crusadc io  Ilanang). and thcir llighland infor- 
mants 2nd Virtnamcse hr.1pc.n crowdud on thc hdicnptur. At the MACV 
compound &try- joined Ken and Marilyn Grcgcrson and thcir childrcn in a 
deep bunker. 

At hcr hospital I'at Smith colltinucd to work, caring fix thr woundrd 



who werc flooding in as the fighting continucd. In town. John 13ankrr and 
his hrnily huddlid with lzls inhrmants in a makrxhift bunkcr in their 
bedroom, and close by the families of Emic Lcc and Jim Coopcr also took 
refugc in bunkers. Around thcm, Vietnamcsc neighbors wrcrr. packing 
thcir belongings and attempting to flc-e the city. O n  noon of Wednesday, 
1 February. Pat Smith was forced to kavc hcr hospital (Communist t roop  
came in aftcrward loohng for hrr), and shc stopped a t  thc G~opers'  on the 
way to thc MACV compound. The Coopcrs, Bankers, and Lcvs packed 
their ten childrcn into a Land Rover and Volkswagn and spcd through 
the back strrrtrts to  the MACV ci)mpound. 

Mcanxvhilc AKVN, suppclrtd by Amcrican airstrikcs. was attempting 
to clear the Communist trorlps out of parts of Kontum. Just after the 
linguists had cvacuatcd their cctltrr, Commutlist trrmps occupied the 
buildings, and hclicnptc-r gunships wcre called in to attack with rockcts. 
On Wednesday aftcrnrmn a Spccial Forces tcam went into thc ccntcr, 
putting dcmolition charges in the remaining structures (I'at Cohen went 
with thcm to retrieve morc books from thc library). On Thursday all of thc 
civilians wcrc taken in an armcd convoy through heavily damaged parts of 
Kontum to thc airport, whcrc- they were flown to Nhatrang. By 3 
Fcbruary the fighting in thr town had dird down, lraving much of 
Kontum in ruins. 

Thc Ttrt attack on l'lciku began at 4:W A.M. on 30 January. Thc 
Communist troops penetrated to the ccntrr of thc town, the sccnc of 
scvrrral days ofheavy fighting. On 1 February- C~orrlrrlur~ist troops attackcd 
I>alat, a city that had bccn spared the violcnc~- of the war up to that time. 
After a shelling of thc town. particularly the provincial headquarters. the 
NLF 186th Battalion launchcd an assault. Thcy imrncdiatcly occupied the 
ccntral market and thc ccnter of Dalat. American helicopter gunships 
provided support as cadcts from the Military Acadcmy were rushcd intu 
battlc-, but this movc fai l4 to dislodgc the Communist troops. Finally, 
tanks and i Iighlandcr Regional Forces wcrc brought into the city. Fight- 
ing r a g d  in the downtown market arca and the I'astrur Institute for 
several days as the NLF I+5th Battalion joincd the fighting. On ti February 
the Communists withdrew, leaving central Dalat a smoking ruin." 

Khade who had bcen captured in Buon Ale-A continucd to escapc from 
the Communists. and they told of sccing Mike Rcngr, Urtty Olsm, and 
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Hank Blood in a junglc prison. Whcn Bcngr was finally released in March 
I973 in Hanoi, hc told a harrowing story of watching fellow prisoners 
Betty 01sc.n and Hank Blood die after being denied food and medicine by 
their captors. Hc himsclf was h r c d  to walk the 600 milcs through thc 

mountains to North Victnlm. Living mostly on rice, hc lost a LTcat deal of 
wcight and suffcred bouts of malaria, blindntrss, beriberi. denguc fever, 
rickets, and swellings. Hc was displayed to villagers cn routr as an example 
of "an Amcrican imperialist," and in tht  north he was incarcerated in a tiny 
dark ccl1 full of rats and mosquitoes for one year and spcnt 27 morlths in 
solitary confinement. 

While the Tct Offmsivc- was going on, I'AVN units along the 
Dcmilitarizcd Zonc wcrc rnoving into pr~sirions to surround the Marine 
basc and airstrip at Khe Sanh. O n  6 Fcbruary a PAVN regimcnt assaultcd 
thr Lang Vci Special Forccs camp u ~ u h w w t  of Khc. Sanh, using anillcry, 
flamcchrorvcrs, and nine Soviet PT-76 tanks-the first timc tanks wcre 
uscd by thc Communists in the war. During an  airstrike some bombs were 
dropped on Bru CtDG mcn by mistake, killing many of thcm. Lmg Vei 
was abandoned. For thc next elrvcn weeks the Khc Sanh base undcrwcnt 
hravy daily shrlling (on 23 Frhruary, for example, somc 1,307 rounds 
landcd on the basc and airstrip). Nonethdc-  cargo planes continutd to 
resupply the garrison, although wrne were hit by shclls and blew upm9 One 
victim was I'hilipps Polin, the young French cofk  planter, who was 
amving in a C-130 that crash-landid. 

During this period many I3ru lcfi their villagts to go cither into Laos or 
eastward to thc coastal plain. Miller reportcd that the PAVN occupied 
some ofthe Bm villagcs south o€Khc Sanh, forcing the residents to remain 
in order to ddctcr any American bombing. Finally, in desperation, thc Bru 
began to leaw thew villages. In cmc night. around two thousand men, 
women, and children left their vi1lagc.s to makc their way to the coastal 
plain. Carrying belongings, wooden heds, chests, backbaskets filled with 
tods, pots, and food, they walkcd for at least tcn days to reach the refuge 
camp at Cam Lo, already swollen u-ith u w r  20,000 Victnamesc and Bru. 
An estimated 3(K) Bru died in their flight from the mountains. and at  Cam 
La. on thc hot barren plain, thc Btu dicd at the raw of seventy-five pcr 
week. Some fivc hundrcd Bru rcfugc~'~ reaching Cam Lo latcr, reportcd 
that thcy had been forced by the PAVN to go into Laos, but they rcfused to 



stay thcrc whcn thcy discovcrcd thcrc. was no housing and littlc. ricc for 
thcm. 

At Khc Sanh, thc conflict cuntinucd through March and April whcn the 
1st Cavalry Ilivision. thc 1st Marine Rcgimcnt, and some ARVN air- 
borne. units combined to launr-b Operation PrgasuslLam Snn 207 to open 
Route 9 and allow ground communicatinn with K h r  Sanh. On 10 April 
thcy reached the bax, and f i~r  the fint timc. in f n ~ t y ~ i g h t  days no shells fell 
in the arca. Thcrr w-crc indicaticlns that thc PAVN units rvcrt bcginning to 

withdraw. Late in June MACV announccd that thc dcknses at Khc Sanh 
would bc dismantlcd, and during Operation Ilc.laaare. mountcd at this 
time in the vicinity of the basc, elcments of the I st Cavalry Ilivision uscd 
up thc supp1it.s stockpiled, a f i u  which thry dcutroycd thc. fonifications. 
Latr in June the Bni rcfugccx, numbcring betwcen 7,000 and 8,000, 
moved from Cam La tn the Clua valley, a wide expanse of gra-s and trem 
brtw-ccn low hills. Although they wcrc bettcr off here than in Cam Lo, the 
Bru longcd to return tc) grccn and cool Khc Sanh, which had now become 
a no-man's-land. 

Following thc I'et Cltfensive and thc Khc Sanh siegc, the war began to 
intensify. Wrstmorcla~d rcccivcd approval fix a manpower authorizaticm 
of 549,5(K) military forccs in South Vietnam. New units. such as the 27th 
Marine Rrgimental Landing Team and the 3d Hrigadr of the 81Zd 
Airborne I)ivisirm, bcgan trj arrive. In chc highlands, the Communists 
launched a seric-s of shttllings on barn and towns." Outside of Vietnam, 
two important events clccurred at this time. On 31 March 1968 President 
Johnson announced that hr  would not run as a prrsidcntial candidate in the 
Novcmbcr elections. He also calld tilr a partial halt in thc bombing of 
North Victnarn to induce the North Virtnamesc to agrcri to negotiations. 
O n  3 April, the North Victnamcsc- accrptcd Prcsidrnt Johnson's invitation 
to establish dircc-t ncgotiations. This Icd to the bcginning ofthe I'aris Pracc 
Talks on 1 3 May 19ti8. 

POST-.CET GOVERNMEN'I' lIIGHLANDER RELA-rIONS 

T'hc Tet attacks had jolted the highland leadrrs because they demonstrated 
the force of Communist military power throughout South Victnam. In a 



letter to Y llhc Adrong in mid-March 1968. Y Hham rcpcatcd his dcsirc to 
return to thc highlands to lcad his "libcratiot~ armcd Korccs." and hc 
wanted a guarantrr for his pcrsonal safctg." In March an MIIEM dclc- 
gation composed of l'a111 Nur. Nay Luctt. and Y Chon Mlo I ~ O I I  I)LI met 
with C;cnc.ral Lu Lan, thc ~ ~ c w  I1 Corps c ~ m m a n d ~ r .  to priwnt him with 
their schrmc. For thc "highla~ld fiwcc" to copc with the pmblcm of 
defending thr uplands in thc facc rlf i t ~ c r c a ~ d  Cotnmunist aggrr-ssion. Thc 
general exprcssr-d intcrcxt and said hc would givc it further attct~tion. 

In Ban M c  Thurlt on  5 April, Y I lhc  Adrol~g and Y Preh Buon Kro~lg 
rclatcd that t h q  had just rrc-rived a ct,mrnunicatio~l from Y Uham that 
thcy had paswd on to the prtjvincc. chic.f. In it. Y llham cxprcswd his dcsirc- 
to h a w  the highlanders rr.prcsc11tr.d in thcw talks. specicyins that, ifNorth 
and South Victnam unify. thc highlarid pcoplc wcrc to bc givcn rrspo~i- 
sibility for thcir ow11 affnirs. Hr. suggrstd that a ft.dr.ratic>t~, n~ch  as that 111 
Malnysia, hc Frlrmcd. I Ic nddcd that now FULKC3 wt~uld be kllowrl as thc 
"Libcraticln Frt~nt for tlw High l~ l id~r  Lands of South Indochitla." an 
c>rrganization explicitly indrpcndcnt of thc Khmer Krom Lihcmtion Front 
and thc Liberation Front of Champa. 

The FULKO Icadcrs in Uan M e  ' lhuot were mncenled about reports 
that the govcCrnmc.nt was cor~sirlcri~~g moving large ~lumbrrs of 
Victnamcw illto thc highlands. -1'hr.y alst, wcrc upwt at  thc forced rclo- 
cation ofhighland villagers. explicitly metltioning thc Edap Enang projrct. 
Whrn 1 rr-turned trj Saigon, 1 brt,ugllt the>: mattcrs bcforc thc cmba~xy 
Monwpard Committrr., and 1 also wrote a mcrnt~ra~~durn reporting the 
views of the FULRO 1c.adc.rs." I recommctldcd that rcscttlcm~nt of 
highland villagcs bc n~spctldcd. With g<-clvcrnmmt-FULKO relations 
strained. such unpopular prrljects wcruld not improvc thc atmosphmrc for 
further talks. A w p y  of thc mcrnorandum was scnt to <;r.nrral 
Wcstmorc.land, who paswd it on to William Colby, Assista~~t Chicfof Staff 
fix CORDS, and to  Ambassador Bunker. 

'I'he Montagnard Committee prcparcd a rccommcndation that furthcr 
forced movcmcnt ofhighlandcrs into Edap Enang br stoppd, and it also 
called for an approval process for all futurc. rcwttlcmc.nt scheme in the 
highlands. Such a process would irlvolvc approval of  thc appropriate 
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government ministries and the Montagnard Committee. General William 
Peers, commander of the U.S. 4th Infantry I)ivision, was furious at 

attempts t o  halt thc relocations into Edap Enang. On 5 May 1968 thcrc 
were rcrported to br. 4,800 highlandcrs in Edap Enang, and a CORDS 
report indicated that around 1,200 highlandcrs had becn up and 
brought to thc camp." l 3  Most of these wcrc- elderly men and women 
along with somc children. By 7 May around half of them had "drificd 
away from Edap Enang and possibly returncd to thcir home arcas." 

Nonethclcss, on 1 1 May 1968 General 1'rr.r~ called a meeting of his staff 
and 11 Corps MACVICOKDS personnel, and tllcy ag r r~d  that a "pr* 
scribed area" southwest ofThanh An district in Pleiku provincc would bc 
complctcly dearcd af population. This plan would be implcmentcd latcr in 
196H without consulting any Vietnamese government agencies (including 
the MDEM). 

On 19 Junt 1968 l'rime Minister Tran Van Huong signcd a notc 
guaranteeing safe passage for Y Hham and a FULRO delegation to the 
mccting to held 2 August at  thc Y Ut Technical Training School in Ban 
Me Thuot. Fifty highlanders and Vietnamcw werc invited. Accompanied 
by 500 FULRO troops, Y Bham led his delegation on h o t  through thr 
formts of Mondulkiri province for sewn days to reach thc Special Forcer 
camp on the Vietnamcsr bordcr at Bu l'rang. Thc FULRO delegation 
consistcd of Y Ilhc Adrong (5.101, Y Bling Butm Krong Pang (a former 
t e a c h ,  nclw a FULRO colonrl), Kpa 1)oh (also a colonel), Thach Tham 
Apol (rcprcsentativc ofthe Khmer Krom), and Souleyman (representative 
of thc Cham). Thc FULRC) advisers included Y Sen Nic Kdam (3.18, a 

major), Y Preh Buon Krong (a colond), Y Tang Phok, and Ya Duck (both 
majors). They were flown by Air America to Dan Mc Thuot. T h r  govern- 
ment delegation included Minister I 'ad Nur (1.13), Lt. Col. Touprong Y a 
Ba (4.91, and Chau Van Mo (thc Cham representative). Govrrnmcnt 
advisers were Y Chon Mlo lluon Ilu, Pierre Yuk (1.12). Y Thih Eban 
(5.2), and Nay Luctt (2.26). Also in attendance wrre the highlanders from 
the National Asscrnbly-Nay Blim (2.251, Ksor Rot (3.20), Rcom Anhot 
(3.121, Licng Hot Nghtw, and Pr-ang. Thc Vietnamese from the MI )EM 
wcrc Major Nguyen Van Nghiem, Major Nguyrn Van Phien. and Ton 



?'hat Cu. Also present were the ministers of llcfense, Interior, and Chicu 
Hoi (a special ministry for Communist defectors), and the commander of 
the 23d Division. 

According to Nay Luctt, Nur was angry at Y Bham for bringing the 
Cham and Khmcr Krom dclcgatcs with him and also for rcqucsting an 
airlift of some onc hundred FULItO RhadC troops to Ban M c  Thuot sn 
thcy could visit thcir famdies. Y Bham arrived in an olive-drab uniform 
with the ~ u l a m  of a major gcncral. He grcctcd Nur (who was drinking 
whiskey), and Nur remarked, "Hcrc are the two Montagnard kings." The 
confermcc bcgan on 3 August, and according to La Brie thr FULRO 
delegates were "obviously confident of concessions" from thc govem- 
mmt.I4 'They wcrc not aware that the government officials had been 
inforrncd that FULRO had worn out its welcome in Cambodia, so the 
government delegates expcctrd Y Bharn and his FULKO group to bc the 
ones urho would make the conrc-ssions. 

Y Bham informed the gathering that FULItC) was willing to withdraw 
its dcrnands for direct forrign aid and participation in international con- 
fmcnccs. Hc clung to dcmands for a highlander pennant t r ~  be flown under 
the national flag, a general cc~mmissariat with subdivisions f;,r each ethnic 
group (as w ~ l l  as tbr the Cham and Khrncr), and a highland military force. 
?'he Minister of thc Interior rcmarkcd that FULRO should present its 
demands aftrr the Council for Ethnic Minorities had been formed. To do it 
now, he said, "is like a child asking hs parents for a kilo of diamonds." 

The discussion continued for wvrral days, and on 7 August Thach Tham 
Apul, the Khrncr Krom, asked that an agency similar to the MIIEM be 
establishcd for the Khmer minority and that a meeting of Khmer Krom 
delegates and government reprcscntatives bc convened in Ha Tim. The 
gowrnmcnt delegation, how-cver, would not consider this, pointing out 
that the confercncr was ~xlled to deal with FULKO exclusively. The 
rncc-tings ended on 8 August with an agrecmcnt that Y Bham and his 
group go to Saigon with Nur to talk u+ch Prime Ministrr Huong. In 
Saigon the points of difference narrowed to thr matter of the military 
hrcc, something the Victnamesc fnund difficult to accept. Nonetheless, 
whcn Y Bham retumcd to Cambodia, he carried a lctter from thc prime 
minister attesting to rhc govemmcnt's agreeing "in principle" to a high- 
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land- pennant, a gcneral commissariat hcadcd by Y Bham, and a plan for 
incorporating FULRO troops that rally into Kcxgional Force companies. 

Through October and November 1968 thcrc uras an cxchangr of 
communications between FULRC) and thc govcrnmcnt on numrrous 
points that had been discussed at Ban Me Thuot. Major Nguycn Van 
Nghicm rcprtcd that thc govcrnmrnt was wary of any agreement that 
would allow thc highlandcrs tn haw thcir own a r m d  force. He noted that 
thcrc w-crc indications that Y Bham had become close to Sihanouk, which 
made thc Saigon lcadcrs uneasy-. Moreover, FULRO had become too 
militant to giw it control of a large armed force. The government, 
however, would agree to a n  integration of  FULRC) units into the 
Kcgional Forccs. 

Lrtters between the prime minister and Y Dhe Adrong (rcpmnting 
FULRO) rtrsultrd in an agxemmt on 19 December that the govcrnmcnt 
wcluld allow Y Bham and his followers to return "with honor and 
respect." Y Bham would be given a role "high in the national community" 
and his followers would bc givcn positions suitablr trl their capabilities. 
According to La Brie, Y Ilhr carrird the letter to Ban Mr 'I'huot, where 
arrangements were made to send it to Y Hham.' Hcforchand, however, a 
Cham mcm bcr of FULRO managcd to makc a copy ofthc lcttcr, which hc 
x n t  to Col. Lcs K o s m  in 13hnt,m Prnh. Lrs Kowm and the younger group 
of FULRO militants led by Kpa Doh decidcd that thcy had to prcvcnt Y 
Bham from going to Saigon. On 3 1 December two battalions ofthr Royal 
Khmer Army commanded by Captain Soulcyman (thc Cham rcprcwnta- 
tive at  the August meting) surrounded the FULRO hcadquartcrs at Post 
Command I north of Camp le Rolland in the forests of Mondulkiri 
provincr. Kpa Iloh rclatcd during discussions in I'hnnm l'cnh in 1970 that 
he, Ksor llhuat. Y Bhan Kpuor, and Y Nham Eban notificd Y Bham that 
he should not resist, so as to "avoid bloodshd b c t w ~ n  brc~thtrrs." ?'he 
dcfcndcrs, numbering around scvcn hundred, laid down thcir arms. Lc3 
Kosem trmk chary of thc situation. Y Bham and thirteen members of his 
family were takcn to Orang and then to l'hnom I'mh where thcy were 
kept in the villa of Colond Urn Savuth. located near Pochentong Airport 
on thr d g r  ofthc city. Kpa llr~h indicatrd that it was necessary to arrest Y 
Bham to avoid his "selling out" FULRO in Saigon. 
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The disarmd FULRC) troops were told that thcy were frtu. to rctum t r ~  
Vietnam if they so dcsircd. 'I'hey and thrir drpendents. nurnbrring 1,337. 
walkcd to thc Uu Prang Spccial Forces camp, and h m  tlcrc they wrrr  
air1iftc.d to Ba11 Mc Thuot. 

Consultations 111 Saigon involvir~g l'rimc. Minister Huong, Paul Nur, 
md somc FULILO reprcscntativr.~ from Ran Me -1-huot rcsultcd in an 
agrccmcnt by thc goverrlmctlt and FULRO to uphold thc promisrs made 
bv 1 Iutlng in his letter of 19 IIrc-cmbcr. Thty also agrccd to  r~rganize a 

large gathcrit~g a t  Ban Mr. Thurlt on 1 February l!lti!3 to cclcbratc thc 
return of FULllO troops to thr government Ldd. 

'Ihis celebration, hrld in the Hat1 Mc. ' lhuot  stadium (where thc oath 
cercrnonics wrc'rc' held), drcw- llargr crowds. Thcrc were flags. banntrs, 
Khadi drrxwd in their traditional clc>thc.s. and clcphants. In attcndancc. 
were l'rcsidcnt Thic.u and high grlvcrnment officials (including six rnin- 
istcrs) as \wll as high-ranking foreign diplomats (two Americans of 
ambass~dorial rank. and thc ambassadors of Australia, New Zcalaland, and 
Japan). Paul Nur. Y Ilhr Adrong. and Prrsident Thic~i addressed the 
gathering, after which Y Sut Buon Ya (hrothc-r of Y N ~ I  Uuon Ya, the 
FULRC) lcadcr who had bccn captured in thc Tct attack) prcsc~~tcd his 
weapon to thr prmident, who handed it back to him. Thc crrcmony ctldc-d 
with 700 FULRO troops swearing loyalty to the nation. By the end of 
February 2.017 FULRC) trar,ps had rallied to the governmcnt and were 
0rganizc.d into Rcgio~lal Forces units. 

A news rclcasc in l'hnt~m I'cnh dated :! 1 February 1969 denied that thc 
Cambrxlian governmcnt had Y Bham Enur~l "under survc-illance." ' It 
also dccrirul as "fantasies" any notions that the Koyal Khmrr Army oficcrs 
and troops had anything to do with FULItO and its relations with thc 
Vietnarncsc govcrnmcnt. 

Whilc thew events wcrc taking place, thcrc. uycrr. some rclc.r~ant develop- 
mcnts beyond the highlands. On 10 Junc 1968 the Libcration Radio 
announced the formation of a Provisint131 lk-volutionary C;c~vcmment 
(I'RG) after a merging of the NLF and the Alliance of National, 
Ikmocratic, and I'cacc Forces that had hcu-n formed on 20-21 April in a 
rubber plantation near Mimot in Cambodia. Huynh Tan l'hat was named 
chairman of thc I'RG, and Mrs. Nguy-n Thi Binh, one of the NLF 
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delegation at thc I'aris Peace Talks, was n a m d  fort+ minister. In 
Novrmbrr 1968 Richard M. Nixon was elected prcsidcnt of thc Unitrd 
Statcs and took ofice in January 1 Sti!). 

THE ISSUE OF FORCE11 RELCXA-I'lON 

It was notrd car1ic.r that on 29 August 1967 Gcncral Thlcu signcd a drcrcc 
containing sc\~cral articles providing for land tit1c.s for highlanders. Articlc 
1 stated that "owncrship by the highlanders of land they have settled with 
intent to cultivate (&it k ~ i  di ;init cmlt) is hcrrby confirmed." Articlc 2 
declared that "thc highlanders d bc g i m  ownership of lands they 
are farming in rotation (&t Iri61 7rng iiidn ci~nlr)." Speuf~cally. hit1 ct~nlr 
means rotation in thc wnse of crop rotation on the same field, thcrchy 
implying pcrmantmnt cultivatioll. I t  purported to rehr to swiddcn farming. 
which inw>lvcd a rotation of fields. but the Vietnamese term for swiddcn 
farming, ray, did not appear in thc law. Scnatc~r Kwr Rot callcd this a "'jcu 
de mots Victnamirn." 

In 1968 and 1969 thc mattcr of highlanders' farming and living habits 
bccamr an important issue again as the matter of rcsrttling Vietnamese in 
the highlands and of forced relocation of highlander villagfi reemerged. 
According to Paul Nur, a letter dated 12 C)ctobcr 1968 from CA-nrral Lu 
Lan, thc I1 Corps cornmandrr, to the primc minister dcclarcd that it would 
be pointlrss to grant land titles to highland pcoplr brcause they were 
migratory. To implrrnrnt the August 1967 law, Lu Lan pointed out, the 
highlandcrs would havc to "change their custom of migrating" and settle 
in "pcrmancnt villages." Nur  noted that 0 1 1  4 1)cccmbrr 1968 he had tbr- 
warded a Icttcr t c ~  thc prime minister concerning thc land question. In it he 
pintcd out that in thc past the government had failcd tu protect the land 
rights of the highland people. Little had bc-cn donr to implement thc land 
law, and Nur rcqucstcd thc primc minister to givc priority t c l  a program 
for granting titles to highlandcrs. 

To bring this situation to thc attention of the Amcrican Mission, 1 
prepared a memorandum pointing out that none of the highland groups 
was migratory; although many villngcrs practicrd swidden farming. vil- 
lages rcmaincd in place for ycars and, in many cases. for gcncratic~ns.' ' Also 

I T .  CkraId E:. Hiikcy. ki;lr~rrt)r~r~clun~ utl Land TitI~3  fbr rhr l l i~hl~rldcrs (Saigon. Ihc R ~ n d  
Corpuratio~i. 12 lkccnlbrr I!ltaj. 



thert was, in thc highlands, a grcat dcal of paddy farming where topog- 
raphy and watcr availability wcrc amenablc to it. Hut the myth of 
highland nomadism was very difficult to dispel among the Vietnamese and 
the Amrrricans as well. 'fit rcvised H n ~ t t l ~ r  Evahntion Prysten1 Hrlndhook 
published in Novembcr 1968, for examplc, stated that "in thc central 
highlands, Montagnard scttlemcnts are often not fixc-d locations. Thesc 
people practicc slash-and-bum farming, moving to diEerent locations 
within a tribal area cvery four or five ycars." ' I scnt a notc pointing out 
that this statcment was not accurate, and rr.ccived thc. reply that it would be 
n-ctificd. 

I'aul Nur and Nay Luctt wcrc particularly concerned at rt-ports late ill 
1968 that thc government planncd to movc betwt-cn 4,000 and 7,000 
Vietnamese €from insecure arcas along the coast to the Nam Yhuong 
plantation (a Bao I l a i  propcrty named tor the empress), located in chc- M a a  
country in Lam I l o t ~  p r t l v i n c e .  Thc plan callcd for 100 to 200 familicrs to 
be moved on 15 February 1969 aftcr the Regonal Forccs and thc U.S. 1 st 

Battahon, 173d Light Infantry Brigade, and the U.S. 1 16th Engineer 
Battalion had sccurt-d the area. One COI<I>S report s t a t 4  thc "the 
Provinu: Chirf plans to handle thc political problems arising h m  the 
movemcnt of Victnamrw coastal rrfugees into thc Montagnard Highland 
Area by starting a vigorous land reform program for the cxisting 
M~ntagnards."'~ Anothcr rcport, scnt from the chief of New Life 
Ilcvelopmcnt (thc name of the COKDS pacification program in the 
provinces) for I1 Corps to thc head of the Officc for Ethnic Minorities 
Affairs (thc. former Montagnard Affairs Ofice) in Saigon, noted that therc 
were highlandtrrsliving and farming a portic~n of the Nam Phuong planta- 
t i ~ n . ~ O  The authnr pointed out  that the highlanders had been there a 
number of ycan and had no title to thcir land and chat thc government 
planned tu remove thcm to makc way for the Virtnarncsr rcfugces. Hc 
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recommc.nded that govcrnmcnt oficials and thrir Amcrican countrrparts 
mcct to disc~~ss this tnattrr. 

This resettlement prrjcct rnt1vr.d allcad. and according to Tounrh Ha11 
'Tho. whu at t h s  timc was cln thi- stafi nf the MlIEM. somc 6,MlO 
V i c t i ~ a m r ~  wcrc brought to the Nam Phliong plantation after thc high- 
land ~ Y ~ P I L '  W ~ C I  llad bcc11 farming tllcrc had h-rn rrnlovcd. Thcrc had 
been activc. oppositiun to this pnjcc-t by Father Cirisan of the Kontum 
Mission and Father Quang. a local Vicmamrw priest, but it was of n o  avail. 

I t  was tlutcd prrviuusly that General William Pcrrs, commnndcr of the. 
U.S. 4th Infantry Ilivisiun, a i d  the MACV/CORlIS staff had ngrr-d in 
May 1968 on a schcmc to relor-ate Jarai villages in suuthwcstcrn l'lriku 
prox~incc for security reasons. lmplerncntation of this plan bcgan lntc in 
1968 when 81 7 Jarai villagrrs wcrc mnvcd into the 1'1~1 Ring Ilc c-enter. 
Nay Lurtt rr-ported that cnch C~mily was given 7,000 piastcrs, but sinct 
there was nu wood i r ~  the arca f ~ ~ r  hcl~isc cr,llstruc~ion a prcwi~icc rlthcial 
arranscd with a local Victnamcsr contractor (without cot~sultitig the 
x~illagcrs) to provide a standard package of building matrrials at a cost of 
5.200 piastrrs pc.r family. Hc providrd bamboo and other flimsy matt-rials 
that would only permit construction of a lean-to. During thc mrlntll of 
Fcbmary 1969 somc 1 17 had d ~ p a r t ~ r l .  

'Ihcrc. was growing anger among highland Icadcrs at these relocation 
programs. At thc Montagnard Committcr meeting at  the U.S. Embassy 
on 28Jalluary 11969, sevcrd members (including rnYwlf) reported this, and 
it was decided that the committru. would formulate a statrment concerning 
the U.S. Mission policy regarding rc.st.ttlt.rnct~t of highlanders. A subcom- 
mittee (ofwhich I w a s  a mcmbrr) preparud a statcmcnt declaring that '+no 
U.S. civilian agency or military cornrna~~d shall initiatr ur support any 
population relocation within nr into the C'ctitral Highlands of' South 
Vietnam u~ltil thr prtjrct for such relocation has bcrn tl~oroughly rx- 
amincd by the intcrcstcd U.S. agcncies and l ~ ~ ~ t i l  filial apprrlval has bcm 
received by the Mission Council."*' Thc statement also spccificd that. 
since there would bc situations where immrdiatc. military necessity "dic- 
tatr3 the rapid cvacuation and relocation of small groups of civilians," thr 
local military cc~mmat~dcr could initiate such rclocation but would bc. 
n.sponsihlr for providing logistical support to tho= rclocatd and rcturn- 
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ing them to thrir homm as soon ns it was practicable. W e  notcd in thc 
statcmcnt that this policy was in co~iformity with I'rcsidcnt Thicu's 1969 
Pacification I3lan which stated that "the object is t r l  bring sccurity to the 
pcuplc and not the poplr. to sc-rurity." 

A copy of this statcmcnt was x n t  to Gncral  Crcighton W. Abrams, 
Commander of MACV. Nicholas Thornc, chairman of the Mr~ntagnard 
Committcu., dclivcrcd copies to Ambassador Bunker and William Colby, 
hcad of CORIIS. The first rcaction from Abrams a i d  the military was 
negative. Ge~irral I'ccrs, nnw commander of the First Field Forcc in 
Nhatrang, saw a cc~py of thc statcmcnt and immcdiatcly went to ctjnfcr 
with Abrams f t~ r  thrcc. hours. I'ccrs clcarly saw the statement as a criti- 
cism of his Edap Enang and Plei Ring T)r rcxttlcmcnt programs. The 
Montagnard Committee alscl lcarncd that both the military and civilian 
personnel at CORIIS Kilt that if thc statement was accepted it would put 
undur rr~traints on their new pacification efforts. At COILIIS there were 
ambitious yuung mrn who wcrc determined "to make pacification work." 
Thcy had sct a goal of-bringing 90 pc-rcmt (Ahrams is rcportcd to have said, 
"Why not 100 pcrcmt?'') of thc population under government control by 
thc end of 1969. As a rcsult of thc increasing pacification efforts, a conflict 
bctu~cm CORDS and the I'c~litical Scction of the U.S. Embassy had 
dc\~clopcd. Since thc Political Scction sponsored the Montagnard 
Committw, the statrmcnt was smn as at] cffort to assert the embassy's 
authority in the area of pacificatinn. 

To supprlrt acccptancc of the statement, on 20 March 19Ci!l I distributed 
copics of a report I had prrparcd concerning the negativr r f f i ts  of 
population relocation in thc In this report I reviewed the 
rtrscttlcmcnt policies and programs since thc Diem era, pointing out thc 
disruptive cffccts on highland societies and thr rcvrrntmcnt thcy had gcncr- 
ated among thr highlandcrs. 1 concluded that the statement issurd by the 
M ~ n t a ~ n a r d  Glmmittee provided the best guidcIincs ~n the matter of 
population relocation. Ironically, a t  the same time, a mmprchcnsivc 
postwar plan for Vietnam compilcd by a Victnamcse-American research 
group was gaining LTcat a t t c n t i ~ n . ~ ~  Like other economic dt.vrlopmcnt 
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schcmcs in thc past, it ignc1rc.d the mlc. ufthc highland pmplr in dcvcloping 
their own area and rcmmmcndcd that Vietnam= bc brought into thc 
highlands to provide labor and skills for thc ncwr projects. O n  22 March 
Thornc infijrmcd rnc that thc Montagnard Committee's statement had 
bcun rejcctcd. As it turncd out, thr Montagnard Committee was ncver to 
meet again. 

NEW POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HIGI ILANDS 

On 22 March 19G9 I met with Paul Nur, who lamcnted that the MDEM 
w a s  not fullctioning as the highland Iraders had hoped. It lacked definition, 
it had fcw prerogativcs, and military mobilization had reduced the staff by 
30 pcrcent. Thc rclc>cation programs that thc Americans had initiated in 
thc highlands should haw k - n  donc in consultation with the MDEM, but 
this was not the caw. Other highland Icaders were upset at the continuing 
corruption in the ministry. Touneh Han Tho obscrved that when Ton 
That Cu had bccn relieved of his position as Director of Cabinrt in 1968 
becausc r ~ f  corruption (his encrnics. Y Chon Mlo. Sccrrtary Gcncral, and 
Maj. Nguyen Van Nghiem, Inspector knera l ,  had uncovcrcd cvidcncc of 
it in Cu's files) he had hoped that thing urcluld imprnvc. Howevrr, they 
did not. By 1969 thc vast influx of American personnel and moncy had an 
crosiw effect in Saibwn, whcre corruption has always thrivcd. Chinesc and 
Vietnamese encrcprcncurs competed with one anothrr for Amcrican con- 
tracts and thcy were prcparcd to catcr to any tastm in order to get thcm. 
Vietnamcsc government salaries wcre modcst, and with the constantly 
spiraling inflation a civil servant was hard put to remain honcst urhile hs 
family suffrred. In thc Vietnamcsc. scale ofsalues, it was lrss wickcd to steal 
moncy than to allow one's family to sink into poverty. Nur was affected by 
this situation as the wily cntrt-prcncurs provided him with gifts so thcy 
could get contracts for such things as provision of food for the highland 
boarding schools. 

1)uring this prriod, the sc>rial netnork within the ministry was cenfcrcd 
on Paul Nur (1 -13). Nur had clox rrlations with Ihan  Chi Khoa, a Tho 
pay), who was Vicc Ministcr for Northern Highland Refugees. Khoa 
remained apart from the othcr high-ranking officials. Nur also was friendly 
with Chao Van Mo, a Cham Ic-adcr. Lt. Col. 'rouprong Ya Ba (4.9, who 



had bccclmc l'lciku provincc chirf in late 191iII) remained on  tiicndly terms 
with Nur, but thc ministcr's tics with other highlanders within the ministry 
were less strong. Illere was conflict between Nur and Y Chon Mlo Iluon 
I>u, who was ambitious to attain thc role of minister. Y Chon, on the other 
hand, was dr>w to Nay Luctt (IL.26) and 'I'ounrh Han Tho (6.2), both of 
\.horn were on friendly terms with Nur but wrre not in hs in-group. 

Ncw prditical dcvclopmcnts among thc highland leaders occurred 
when, with the fixling of FULRO early in 1969, the Viutnamcsc govern- 
mrnt quickly saw the possibility of organizing a new highland political 
party tcl fill thr gap. This was the idea of Major Nguyen Van Nghicm 
(Inspr~tr~r Gr~icral a t  thc MIIEM) and h s  clow friend Nghiem Tt~am,  an 
cthnologist and University of Saigon professor. Thcy prcscntcd their plan 
to Nguyen Van Huong, secretary general at thc I'rcsidcncy. and a n  11 
Frbruarv 19ti9 hr dircctcd a group offormer FULRO leaders, including Y 
Bling Buon Krong Pang. to begin urganizing a new party. On 5 March. Y 
Ilhc Adrong, Y Ju Eban (one of thc foundcrs of the Bajaraka movement), 
Y Du Nie, and Y Bling Buon Krong Pang met in Ban Me Thuot and 
fi~rmcd the Mowmcnt for Southern Highlands Ethnic Minoritim 
Solidarity. Y Bling was sclcctrd to br president, and other officers includcd 
Ya I h c k  (a Chru), Y Tang l'hok (a Mntjng lllam with a Khadi name), 
and Y Sen Nir Kdam (who still was suspected of being a government spy). 
O n  29 March they issued a formal statement concerning the organization 
and goals of their movement. 

O n  9 April, Y Bling and Ya Iluck mct with Presidrnt Thieu, who 
promised tto certify thcir newr party. According to Touneh Elan Tho, 
Thieu also intimated that he was unhappy- with the "situation" a t  the 
MDEM and would consider naming Y Bling as minister. Y Bling im- 
mediately approached the USAID liaison with thc MIIEM, asking for 4 
million piasters so that the new party could construct its own building in 
Ban Me Thuot. When the funds wcrc not: foahcoming, Y Bling and his 
group moved into some wooden Buon Alc-A buildings that Christian and 
Missionary Alliance nurses had livcd in bcforc the Tct Offensive. 
Dedication ceremonies for thc ncw party wcrc hcld o n  22 April. 

Political events taking place in Saigon at this time were to have a 
profound cffcct on thc highland political party. On 7 April (hvo days 
bcfort. he approved thr nrw highland party), Thicu had a d d r c d  a jr~int 
session of thc National Assembly, cahng for an end to Communist 



aggression and reu~iification of Vietnam rhrr>ugh a "democratic process." 
Hc stated that he ~ ~ ~ c ~ u l d  accept into thc "frirndly hld" all of those who 
would give up thvir Communist affiliation. In addition he prc~poscd a 
"political mcrgt" of all of thosc urho agrccd with him. a t  the same time 
calling on thosc who did not agrtx to organize an opposition movcmcnt. 
This, in effi t ,  would bring about the bipartisan political systcm provided 
for in the cotlstitutior~. The actiw organizr of this new mrrgpr wwas 
Nguyen Van Huong (who had been instrumental in forming the new 
highland party). Hc invited a widr ratlgc of Vietnamrsc- political partics- 
such as the Hr~a Hao Social Ilcmocratic party, thc Revolutionary Ilai 
Victs, and thc Catholic Greatcr Solidarity Forces-to join. Thc. Southcrn 
Highlands Ethnic Minority Solidarity party also was askcd tn become part 
of it. 

C3n 8 May 1'369 Thicu annoutlcrd that he wodd acccpt thc chairman- 
ship of thc new political coalition, callcd thr National Social I)c.mocratic 
Front. Thicu and Ngu?yen Van Huong ailiated the highland party with 
their l'cople's Alliancc fbr Social Revolution just btforc it joined thc new 
front. <In 25 May wmc 2.000 delcgatcs (including Y Rling Buon Kruns 
Pang and Ya Duck) from all ewer South Vietnam gathercd in Saigon f i~r  
the first meeting of the tlcw coalition. 

Unfortunately, the first flush nf snlidarity that xiztrd thc nrw coali- 
tion did not last. M r m k  groups of the newly formr-d National Srlcial 
Dcmocratic Front wrre given no role in the gmrcrnmcnt nor any PI)WL-~.  

It was a Thieu faqadr ofdemocracy. On 1 Septcmbrr 1969 cabinet changes 
rcsulted in Prime Ministcr Tran Van Huong's being rcp1acc.d by Ccneral 
Tran -I%icn Khiem, putting thc three highest political positions in thc 
hands of the military. Gcncril Khicm tetaincd his position as Minister of 
thc Interior. Most of the other chinet posts went to technicians and 
supporters ofThicu. Nur stayed on  as Ministcr fur Ikvclopmcnt oiEthnic 
Minoritifs. 

By thu beginning of 1!170 thc National Social Dcmocratic Front was a 
thing of the past, and thc  souther^^ 1 Iighlands Ethnic Minodtic-s Solidarity 
party was losing its appeal. The most commonly heard complaint was that 
thc party "~vas not doing anything." 'Iherc also werc n-ports ofdiscontcnt 
bccausr the party's cash asxssmcnt of 200 piasters for each adult villagcr 
was too high. Membcrs complaind that thcy did not receive anything h r  
this payment. Finally. thcrr was a scandal whcn millions of party piasters 
werc lost. 



HICHLANI) L A W  COUR-I-S, EDUCATION, AND THE ETHNIC MINORITIES 

CCIUNC:IL 

Sincc thc Clctobrr 1964 co~lfcrcnur. thcrc. had b r ~ n  slow progress made in 
rcrstablishing thc highlander law courts. A decree dated 22 July 11965 
provided for the "rtu,rganization of the Highland Law Courts," which 
would have jurisdiction ol7cr civil cascs. pr-nal cax3, and highland affairs in 
whlch both parties were Highlanders."'" Criminal and othcr oErnxs 
ct~rnrnittcd by highland wrvicrmcn, or any crimes against thc nation, 
wtjuld hc hrousht hcforc National Courts. l'his law provided for villagc, 
district, and province Icvrl courts. Caw3 not rtwlvrd by village authorities 
would br- scnt to thc. district crlurt, the judge of which would bc thc district 
chief assisted by two highland assessors sclcctcd by the villagc notables 
within the district. Provincial courts would ti organized within the 
National Courts to hear cases not rcsolvcd at thc district 1cvc.l. 

At the time the dc-crtrc. was promulgated, the only remaining highlander 
law court still functioning was in Uan Mc. Thutlt. Y K m  Khur was the 
judgc., coming in monthly from Ban Don as he had done in the past. Y Kco 
wax reinstat4 officially as president (the new title ofthc judgc) ofthc court, 
although hc was not vrry activc and eventually was replaced by Y Rlicng 
Hmok. (Y K m  died in 1970.) Y Sok Eban, a Rhadi. lcadtrr (who had joined 
the Gardr 1ndigi.n~ in 1921) was named vicc president. In April 1366 thc 
provincial administration of 'I'uyen Duc province announccd thc namcs of 

all the highlanders who would serve in the courts. At thc province court, 
1ocatc.d in llalat, thr prcsidcnt of the tribunal was Touprong Hiou (4.41, 
and among his eight staff members wcrc K'Krc (4.51, Tounrh Han Din 
(4.3, who not long after was killed in the crash of  an Amcriran army 
helicopter), and Lieng Hot Ngeo (a Lat lcadcr who had brrn elected to the 
National Assembly). 

In August 1966 thc Director of Cabinet of thc Ministry ofJustictr asked 
for 5,598,000 piasters to establish law courts in Tuyrn I h c ,  Ijarlac, Pleiku, 
and Kontum provinces. The Follawing Srpternbcr the Minister ofJustice 
issued a notice that thc villagc lcvcl courts would have to be curtailed duc to 
lack of wcurity. I t  also was becoming clear that the proposcd organization 
of the courts was too elaborate for thc given nccds. Justin. at the village 
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levcl among the highland people was a matter of tradition. and most 
dificultics wcrtr resolved within or among kin groups. I Iighlanders wcrc 
very reluctant t c ~  air problems bcfore a district chic< who morr than likcly 
would bc a Vietnamese. As a result only very serious caws reachled thc 
province levcl and thc. case load did not requirc a court in each province. 
The Darlac court, therefore, hcard cases from neighboring Quang Duc 
province, while thc 1)alat court adjudged cascs from Lam Dong and 'I'uycn 
Duc provinccs. In Nosembcr 1967, Hiar (1 -71, the eldcrly tcacher from 
Kontum, was named president ofthe new court at Pleiku whrrc cases from 
Kontum. I'lciku, and Phu Bon provincc-s were heard. E\yentually hc was 
replaced by Kxjr Glai (3.10). By the end of 1968 only 50 of the propowd 
366 village courts had k e n  established whcrcas 10 of the 21 districts had 
functioning courts. Abovc the district Icwl there wcrc the courts at Ban 
Me Thuot, I'lriku, and Dalat. 

In spite of  thr vast incrcasc in Amcrican aid funds for education at this 
time. thc war was having a deadly effect on education throughout thr 
highlands. In 1967. just beforc the war intensified throughout much of the 
highlands, thcrc. had been some measurable progress.'s Thr Commission 
for Highland Affairs mportcd that thc total number of highlander primarv 
school studcnts was 14,-194 (in 1949 thcrc: had been 3,M(i) and -T23 tcachrrs 
(in 1949 there had k n  87). As of 1967, thanks to the work of the SIL and 
financial support from American aid, there were primers in Bahnar, Hru. 
Chrau, Pacoh. Northcrn Roglai, Scdang, and Stic-ng being uscd in schools. 
Thrre had also bccn some gains for highlandrrs in highcr education. 
-1'ouneh Han Tho was the first highlandcr to be admittcd to the thrcc-year 
program at the National Institute of Administration. In addition, a spr-cial 
one-ycar program at that school was launched in 1965- 1966 and included 
ten highlandtrrs (eight Jarai and two Rhadi.). The 1 966- 1967 coursc had 
four highlandrrs (two Jarai and two Rhadk). The Asia Foundation was 
sponsoring Y <;urn Buon Ya, a Khadi. in thc Hue medical school. 

There also wcrc highlanders studying abroad for the first time. Thrcc 
(Bal, Nay Bah. and Y Wer) wcn. in Japan studying agriculture on 
Buddhist scholarships. Five highlanders werc studying in thc United 
Statcs. Lieng Hot H'kin, a Lat, was a t  school in Ncur York with financial 
support from a Christian organization. Waltcr Plunkctt, who had been a 
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captain in the Sprcial Forccs at Chco Rco, was supporting Kpa Dai, a Jarai, 
in his agricultural studies at the Univcrsity of Hawaii, where a fillow 
student aa s  Toplui K'Broi (4.12). K'Broi's brother, Toplui Pierre K'Briuh 
(4.1 11, was completing his d c g r ~ ~  in education at the Univcrsity of 
Southern Illinois and in Srptemkr 1968 would return to Vietnam to bc 
assistant dircctor a t  the new Normal School in Ban M e  Thuot (hnused in 
an attractive building that incorporated some RhadP architcctural fea- 
tures). Y Char Hdok, a Mnong Klam (with a RhadP name), also was 
working h r  his dcgrec in education at Southern Illinris Uni\ycrsity. 

After 1967, howcvcr, education in chc highlands began to dtrcline with 
the worsening of the war. In June 196!1, Y Char Hdok rcturned for the 
summer vacation and, since he was sponsored by USAIII, agreed to do an 
appraisal on highland education for that agency. Hc. toured wven highland 
provinces and found education gcncrally to bc- in a dcplorablc state. 
According tn his report, in the more remote areas most of the hamlet 
schtmls either were in ruins becausc they had been hit by Communist 
rockrts or had closed becausc the teachcrs had flcd.16 'The district schcx>ls, 
aH of which w:crc- fi)r boarding studcnts. varicd. Y Char found that some 
wrre very rundown ("likc pig pcns") whilc others wcrr in "fair con- 
dition." All of them, howcvcr, lacked sanitation facilities. potable water, 
and clcctricity. Pmvincial capital elementary schocds were, for the most 
part, in bad physical condition with broken windows and leaking roofs. 
Since highland refugces had converged on many of thc prr>vincial capitals, 
the schools thcrc were wwrfully inadequate with crowdcd classrooms and 
grcatly diminished teaching schedules. Y Char adjudgcd most of the 
clcmentary tcachers to h poorly trained and notr-d that tcaching macrnals 
were lacking. He did haw high praise for thc SIL primcrs, howcver, 
although hc thought that more of thcnr could br in use. Hc also praiscd the 
cfForts to prnvidr quality rducation for hghland chddren bring madc by 
same of thc Catholic pricsts and nuns. He explicitly mentioned thc schools 
being run by Fathcrs Bianchrtti (in l)arlac), Boutary (Ilalat), and 
Morissrau (Quang Duc). 
Y Char deplored the fact that many of the highland studcnts (some of 

them only thirtecn years of agc) were abandoning thcir studics to join the 
C I I X  and MIKE Force where thcy could carn money to buy transistor 

26. Y Char Hduk. " - I h e  Prrscnt Sit~latioli oCEdt~cation. S~>c i rv ,  Economy. ~ n d  I'~11itics of thc 
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radirls and Jnpat~csc motorcycllr. Hc observcd that often U.S. military 
trucks wtjuld crlnic to schotlls ncar a post to pick up st~dctlts and pay them 
fbr helping to build f~~rtificaticl~~s, dig bunkurs. and fill sandbags. Other 
hlg1:land stlldents quit school tr, work h r  USAII) or prix~atc Amcrican 
firms. 111 a collversation concerning thew prt~blrrns, Y Char cxprcxwd his 
view that tI~is w o ~ ~ l d  drprivc the highland prwplr. clfthc tra111c-d young met1 
they would 11tu.d in thc. future. Hc. alstj fclt that, rvhcn tllc war cndrd and 
thc Americans drpartcd, thrsr. young mrtl wtjuld o111y bc qualified to 
"work as coolies." Finally, Y Char, who had hr.n away h ~ m  V i r t ~ ~ a m  fi~r 
sevcral ycars, was hockrul to wc that many of thc young highlanders had 
bccc~~lc  "hippirx." as hc. called thrrn. becausc. of their long h ~ i r  and tight- 
fitting clutllr3 (a modc they horrowcd from Y I ~ I I I I ~  Victl~arn~sc ill fhc 
tow11s). 

Tllc Ethnic Mi~ioritics Council, whrn it finally w a s  rxtablishcd, did nut 
functio~~ as a political organizatiorl, but it did iiicIudc. some rlf thc. active. 
highland lradcrs. It also hrtlught somr chicfi of thr morc rcmtltc cthnic 
grrlups illto co~ltact wid1 chtw leaders (as some oi thc ct>nfc.rc.nct~ in the 
past had done). Alw, thc ct~uncil prtwidd an opportunity for thc high- 
lalldcrs and od~c.r 1ninoritit.s (its mcmbrrship included rr.hgre highlalldc.rs 
from ~lorthcrrl Victtlanl. particularly thow of 'l'ai-spcaking groups and 
Muong, as wcll as Cham and Khmcr Krom) to mcct and discuss thc things 
t h y  wantcd of thc ccrltral govrrtlmcrlt. 

-1'hc 19G7 co~~stitutiot~ had prrlvidcd for thc cou~~cil. but it was not until 
1)rcrrnhc.r I!)Ci8 that thc Lowcr I Iousc approved chc bill ~ t t i n g  forth its 
structure and functions. 'l'hr- Senate got around to approving the bill on 
I April 1969. In October and November 1969 there wyerc several dccrefi 
outlining the proccdurcs for tlorninati~lg cat~didatcs (this was dollc by a 
village' ntjminaticln comrnittcc) and for holdirlg clcctiorls (adult villagers 
were eligible to vrjtc.). The rlrctions wen. hcld in mid-llcccmbrr 1969. An 

. . 
cxaminlng ct~rnmittm met on  I0 March 1970 to review thosc elected to the 
thirty-two seats. 'l'hc. only rrjcction was Kwlr Kham (:1.19), a FULltO 
activist who had hcr .~~  ja i l4  afirr thc 1)cccmhcr 1963 rcvtjlt, 2nd hc was 
replaced by Siu Plung (1 -23). 

The rcprcscr~tatives of thc Jarai (thcrr had bcrn 34,211 Jarai v0tc.s) wcrc 
Siu Plung and Rcom Po (3.22, son of leader Ksor Woi). One of thc two 
Khadi (16,988 votes) was Y Rling Ruotl Krot~g I'ang. head of the 
Southern Highland Minorities Solidarity party. Other well-known leaders 
who won seats were Ya Yu Sahau, a Chru civil servant; Touprong I4iou 



(~1.4)). u.ho now managcd his farms and business intcrcsts (see below); 
I'ounch Ton (4.14); and Y Mo Eban (5-7). Thc Bru wcrc rcprrsrnted by 
Anha, and thc Scdang by Kek. a young leadcr from Kon Horirlg who had 
brc-n a wminarian in Kontum and who had thc 2d baccalaurcatc from 
Lyckc Ycrsin. Other ethnic groups rcprcscnted w-erc thc Uahnar, Hrc, 
Halang, Jch. ltoglai, Sticng, Maa, Hroy (a Jarai subgroup that was treated 
as a wparatc group). Later. Vice I'rrsidmt N g u j ~ n  Cao Ky announcrd 
additional mcmbers of thc council. including 'I'oplui k r r e  K'Briuh 
(4.1 l), his hrothrr-in-law Hiup (1 -20). and Tounrh Han Thrl (4.2). 

The Ethnic Minorities Council first c o n r ~ n t d  on -1- Not-crnbcr 1970 in a 

special session to discuss land titlrs f i ~ r  highlanders. As was indicated abovc. 
little had bmn donc in granting titles sincc thc August 1967 law was signed- 
A dccrce dated 15 July 1969. issued by the Ministry of Lalid Reform, 
provided a schcrnc fix identifying lands being farmed by highlanders. I t  
callcd f i ~ r  a Land Identification 'ltam in cach village and a Provincial 
Administrative Commision to s~ipervisc thr villagc teams. Another ordi- 
nance dated 28 No~7crnbc.r I!)69, issucd by the same agency, fiscd the land 
holding for each highland family practicing swiddcn agriculture at ten 
hectares. In March 1970 thr. MDEM had propowd lcgidatiorl that would 
provide each highland village with title to a dclimitc-d territory (this had 
bcvrn one recommendation in my 1967 report)."? This would be in 
addition to lands already claim4 by individuals and families, and it w o d d  
include grazing land and unuscd land that urould wrve as a rcwrve for 
futurr cultivation. Such communally owned land was traditional among 
stlrnt of the highland groups. According to N a y  Luett, the only objection 
to chis plan for village land was raised by thc Assistant Minister for Land 
Keform, whc~ held that a highland villagc was not a legal cntity and could 
not claim any domain. 

One reason chc highland lcadcrs at this timc wcre anxious to have thc 
land title program implemented was becaux of thc increasing amount of 
land-gabbing by Victnamese. Thc most blatant ciample of an attempt to 
grab land took place early in 1970, when Vicc I'rmident Ky's wife applied 
for a crmxssion of 1,500 hectares within the boundaries of Tu  Tra villagc 
in thc I)anhim valley. AccorcGng to Touneh Han Tho, she had flown over 
the area in Ky's special helicoptcr and had dccidcd that thc land would bc 
good for a farm and ranch. Whrn it was madr public that shc had bid for 
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the land in the Chru villagc, thc rcsidcnts were outraged. Thcy im- 
mediately wrote to Lieng Hot Ngeo. their deputy in the National 
Assembly, and the MDEM was informed. The newspapers printed articlrs 
about it. Tounch Han Tho and clthcr Chru Icadcrs marched to thc district 
hcadquartcrs in protest. hnally. Mrs. Ky was forced to withdraw her bid. 

At the Ethnic Minoritics Council mccting, it was dccidcd that cvcry 
highland viIlagc \would haw a "main living arca" (i.c., a village-oancd 
territory), determimd on the basis r ~ f  tcn hcctarcs for each family. O n  9 
November 1970 thr prime ministtrr signed this into law. As of  thc end of 
November thr MI)EM rcportcrd that. in I Corps, Land Identification 
sunyeys for individual highlanders' claims had bccn complctcd on 168 
hcctarcs. In I1 Corps, surveys had been completed on 21,012 hrctarc-s, and, 
of h e x ,  individual claims for 8,471 hcctarcs had k e n  approved. In I11 
Corps, 701 htrctarcs had bccn sumcycd. By the end nf 1970 some 29,000 
hectares of land had k n  sunrcycd, a figurc considcraMy short of the 
announced goal of 40,000. Some USA111 officials hlamcd this on the 
provincial authorities, whom thcy dcscribcd as being "indrffcrcnt" to any 
program geared to giving land title to highland pxjplc. 

The first session of thc Ethnic Minoritics Council prcsidcd ovcr by Vice 
President Ky (this was prr~vidd for in the constitution) was hcld in 
February 197 1 .  ThL- highland dclcgatcs complaincd that the MIIEM was 
having trouble coordinating programs with other ministries (such as 
Agriculture, Health, Education, Emnomy, and Social Wrlfarc) that dcalt 
with thc mountain people. They suggested having an "Ethnic Minoritia 
Ilcvclopmcnt Coordinating Committee" to deal with this, a plan which 
the prime ministcr later rcjectcd on the erroneous notion that the Central 
Coordinating Committee of I'acification and Ilewlopment was doing 
that alrcady. There also were suggestions concerning education (special 
consideration h r  minoritics ill highcr education, increased technical train- 
ing, and morc instruction in indigenous languages). There was some 
additional discussion about land claims (only allowing Viemamew conces- 
sions aftcr highlander land claims had bccn rcsolvcd and compensation for 
lands seized during thc Diem cra)." 

28. "BGn qu@-nghj c ~ i a  Hei-l)iii~g CCir Sic-Tee" 13cciGons of thc Ethnic h4i1iurity 
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6 WARTIME INFLUENCES O N  
ETHNONATIONALISM 

Dcspitc. the increasing disruptions caused by thu Vietnam War. through 
the 1960s and early 1970s the highlander rlite continued to expand. with its 
mcmbers gaining morc positions in the provincial administration as well as 
in the Ministry for Uevclopmcnt ot'Ethnic Minorities (MDEM) and thc 
newly formcd Council hr Ethnic Minorities. I t  is interesting that. in spite 
of their being considered the least advanccd of thc South Vietnamcw 
minorities, the highlanders played a dominant role in minority affairs, and 
their ethnonationalism eclipsed that r l f  either the Khmer Krr~m or the 
Cham. With the appc~intment of Nay Lurtt as ministcr in Junc 197 1. a new 
spirit of ethnonationalism swept the highlanders. who, as the war con- 
tinucd to intensify, realized that thcy were facing a strugglc to survivc as a 

EXPANSlON OF THE HIGHLANDER ELlTE 

Appcndix B is a list of highlanders recognizd as leaders. Thc list is not a 
random samplr. but rathcr a cclrnpilation of names of thow that I and 
highlanders I know would considcr leaders or, in thc case of the youngcr 
ones. cmerging leaders. They have movcd beyond the village milieu 
(without abandoning it) into thc world oFpc~litics. They arc rrlatively v r d  
educated and most of them have bren invr~lved in r-thnonatiimalist activi- 
ties. They have a11 come to bc known to one another. I t  is quite by chance 
that the list contains one hundrcd names. 

As appndix B indicates. by thc carly 1970s fiftv-four of the one 
hundrcd leaders listed (54 percunt) urcrc. includd in thc fijur gcnralogics. 
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t h r  11rchI.lntlerr I F  J \-err. ~ n ~ p ~ ? r t . ~ r ~ t  ~r~ \r i t t~r~r~ i i .  rhc nature of  kgn nes 
dctcm~~ncs n \wdc mnFc of ~rrnal hchax-lor. "Thew g c n c n l o g ~ c r .  thcrcf~~rc. 
do  not rcprcrrnt a ncnvarl; rn t11c metaphorical scnw hut h r m  .I seal stlcral 
nerupork. All of thor  In thee  grncnlnyw wt-rc- awarr- that rl~eru t4,rrr kin 
her amc-ng them. although rhry could only munllv trace t h e  neq to a 
lirnltt-d n u m h r  of crrnsanruineaP and affin.11 kin rv~tll wllcrm thev h ~ d  
tieqtlent wci.11 ctmtact. They also were .lw.lre tliat thc~*con~t i tutc~~ a n  clitc. 
and in I c E i f l  Nay Luctt pcj~nted out that they wcrc arranying mam;lFcs 
arnonF rhernwlvcr-for e ~ ~ n r p l e .  tlw mdcnaee of Blnh ( 1  .?"I) 3 vounq 
Rrrl Icadcr, n-rth the daughter ~ l t - l i ~ u ,  n R n h n ~ r  Icndrr, and t l ~ c  r n a r n a F t  t ~ i  

Tnplui K'Broi (4.12). a promisins Sre. \v~th thc daughrcr ~ i C l ~ m  l e ~ d c r  
Tolrpron~ Hiotl-w that tliey rnrgl~r develop an ~-vcn  mvrc cxrcnsi\-c clrtc 
with strnnqer in terf>mily ties. 

I r  \ x T ~ ?  tloted prev~o~slv  t h ~ t  111 thc I?W< .lnd 1'1 ICJC MJML~CCS 3mnng 
local elite K~rnilies. such as tho= in Kc~ntum (chart I ) ,  began to cre,~tc ~n 
expanding rltre that ~ncludcd some Bahnat. Srd~ng .  Jarnj, and Ren~nn. 
Thc mntlnuatmn ofthis  prtlctrrq w*'ar deurihcd ~ n d  I r  a l ~ n  w73s pointed o u t  
thnt some rnarriaqcq br9.m tn link rlrtc grnnpr in difFrrcnt ethnic grntlp? 

R a h n ~ t  ~ n d  RhadC and al~r l  marriages crearctl kin tic3 dnrr3ns the grirtrpr 
chown 111 chart5 1 and ? nnd thr~sc in I nnd 3. M~rrraym in the EqE?lls a d  
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early 1970s created even more links among the prnenlnpcx. K l r r t ~  2, -  

- f r E q 8 h r t \ r  r'c.rl?+ylt~t 
- 

- .  ,r  l ~ ; ! l . l ? 7 ~ ! $ - f  !*I 

, I  :IT!>'. r.7r\ 
I . .  - ' . ' " , .  

\-, , ' ,  -11 

d m "  ' 
f-11iim. ~rstcr oiK'Bnuh's wifc Bui. had rnnrncd I'at~l Ntrr ( I .  13). thc tint 

M~rusrer for Dcx-~Iopn~rnt ofEthnic Minoritie~. and Bui'r Erc>rher Bih I tpa \  

IJ~rector of thc Bok Klom Schonl in Kontum ~ v h ~ l r  another brother. 141np 
(1.20). was a tracllcr and Bahnnr Icndtr. Hlup had rn~rned H'rnrt Ehan. of 
an e l~ tc  RhadP h m i l y  from Huon K O  Tam on Rcwtc 21 cast of Ban MC 
R ~ u n t .  I S ~ n c t  5hc m.~rried a Bahnar rx-~th a teaching puntion In Kc~nrum. 



thcy did not live matrilocally as is Ithadi custom.) Also, Hiup's mother's 
brtlther Phcm (1 .17)  had marricd I I'met's sistcr 14'bum Eban and had gone 
to live in thc Huon Ko Tam lunghouse. Sincc Hiup and l'hcm had stuhcd 
in Uan Me Thuot, thry both spnkc Ithadi. Allothcr sister, H'rcc Eban, 
marricd Y Jut Buon To (1.19), son of  Khadi leader Y Soay Kbuor (1 .1 l), 
who was killcd in 1967, while a third sister, H'darn Eban (1.271, worked in 
thc Ban Me Thuot highland law court and later marricd an Italian from 
one of the coffer rstates. Their brother, Y Du Eban (3.21), w-cd Rcom 
H'blok, daughtcr o f K s o r  Wol(3.5). a Chm Reo lcadcr and assistant to the 
King of Fire, thus linking charts 1 and 3 again. 

Another marriage during this period linked charts 1 and 5. Phcm (1.17, 
son of Uahnar leader Bcr) had taken a Kcngao woman namcd Lap as his 
second w i f e h i s  first wife had bccn Rou (1.14). daughter of Bahnar chicf 
Mohr-and they had a son, Uuch (1.26), who married Rachd, daughter of  
Y Ham Nie Hrah (.?:C), thc. first highlander to bemmc. a Protestant pastor. 
(He was the brother-in-law of Y Thih Eban, founder of the Bajaraka 
movement.) In chart 1 therc also were othcr intrrrsting mamages. Rou  
(1.1-1) took as her second husband Nhcp, a Rengao, and thrir daughtcr 
Tcr married Yup (1.28), an ARVN oficcr and son of Hlin, whose sistcr 
Gym was the wifc of thc Uahnar chicf Bcr (1 -10) .  

In chart I L ,  Nay Honh (2.23), who had btrrn in the Frcnch army and in 
1970 had bccn Insprctor for Regional Forces in CIhrv Keo, marrird Kcom 
H'chcrn, daughter ofJarai chicf Nay Moul (2.17). Nay t ionh's brothcr, 
Nay Alcp (2.291, a graduatc of the National Institute of  Administration 
and a rising Jarai Icadrr, marricd Rcom Hljreo. sisttr of Rcom Prrr (3.13). 
Pcrr and H'jm were the children of the Jarai chef R'rnah Dok (3.7) and 
Rcom I l'kra. (R'rnah Dok had married this woman and hrr sister H'dla.) 
As was indicated previously, Nay Moul's daughtcr Rcom H'om wed Nay 
Luctt (2.26), a Jarai Icadcr. Luett's brother Nay Rc had been an instructor 
at thc Truong Son Gnter  in Plciku and was killtrd in an ambush in July 
1968. Lurtt's other brothcr, Nay Khuit, was a village chicf. Lutrct's 
mother's brothcr, Nay Dai (2.27), had bccn in the Frcnch army and later 
was chiefof llhu Tuc district in Phu Bon province. I t  also was notcd before 
that Nay Moul's daughter Rcom H'un had married ill-fated Philippe 
Drouin. Mnul's youngest son, Rcom Ki (2.30), married Nay H'tor, 
daughtcr of Rcom Brim (2.22), whow wifc was the sister of Nay Phin 
(2.191, theJarai teacher who had married Rwm H'trul, daughter oflami 



teacher Nay Ilcr (2.1 2). Phin and his wifc folln~ved Dcrintrl the Vtct Minh 
in J P-l.5. Rcom Brim's other d~ughtet,  Nay H'loa, ~ v c d  Krnr Hip (2.3 I ) ,  n 
you119 Jarni leader and noted rnurlcian. 

Chart 3 is dcrrninatcd hv the descrndnnts of Rcom H ' a r c n ~  (3.3) and hcr 
husband Ksos Smg. Rcom U'nher (:1;:+), the cldmt dauqhtcr, had married 
Kwr Wol{3-5], awctant  to d ~ c  K ~ n g o f  Fire. Tl~rrrd.auqhtt.t Rcom H'kam 
mamcd Siu Klir (.?.23). 3 Ileurenant in the pollee fnrce in Chcn Rca. and 
H'ktlm's daugllter Rccrrn H'lcm became thc . r i - r G  oiY Ti> Blinn Ya (3.21). 
a Rhad6 mIto wTas tllc fint highlander to &come a hel~coytcr pilnr in 
W A F .  Rcom H'kam'r <on Rcc~rn Po (3.22) was elected tn rhc Ethnic 
Minorities Council and was a nrlng leader. A Jaughrer, Fl'lnt. marncd 
N n v  Wanh, a tcachcr. Another son, Rcnm Nhut ("Ali," :?r.?;3. {vsr an 
arrive local Icadcr and worked a? arristant to Ed Spraquc. CORDS rep- 
rcsentativc in Cheo Reo, The voungtrt dauphtrr, Itcorn H'hlc-rk, rnsmcd 
Y n u  Ehan 13-21). a vounp Ithad2 leadcr from thc Ruon KO Tam elite 

fqrnily In chart I .  
Rcnm H'.~rc.ng's daughter Rcom Fl'ca (3.1jl tvaq rnamcd to Ksor 

Btnai, an a m v  oAcer w h o  had been ~ 1 1 l ~ i o i L a c  Thien diqtnct In Dnrlac. 
2nd rhctr wn. Rcom Thun. 1%-orkcd rcrr CORDS in thc praqanl tn gn-c 
land citler. to highlanders. It n-.i.ar; noted above thnr I-I'arcnp'~ d a z ~ ~ h t c r  
H'kra's con w a s  Rcom Perr (3.13). and he \ ~ c d  Kcor W'prem, mrcr of 
FULRO aaic i s t  Ksor Kham E.7. I ? ) .  Kharn*s mothcrt ~icter'q .ton war K m r  
Rnr (?,?TI). who became a Fenator and noted a r a i  leadrr. Rcom Rock 
(3.1 1). a Chco Reo leader. war  a son of H'areng. and hi3 son. R'rn~h Wth 
(3.27), ma$ an ARVN captain mr.I po~ulnr  f;gurr., wh~Er anotlicr son, 
R'rnah Bltli. kvar a medic rn Plciku. Blur's 11-ifc was thc si5tt.r o f  EULRO 
official Y Sen Nic Kdam ( I S .  I R). Other sonr of H'areng were Kek (7.1 t i )  

and Bck (3.17). both officials in thc Phu Bon province ndrnrniw~tinn, and 
Rcom Anhnr (3.13). a gaduaze ofthe NatinnaE Inrritt~tc of Administr~rian 
and member of the Lon~er Mcrusc. His w-ifc xvnq Sill H'hlrc. dn~19Elrcr of 
Ksor GFni (:i.IlI).~udqc ~n thc P le~ku  hiphlandcr la\\, co~rrt, Ancnther kin% 
man in this chart. Rcom Sur /2,2+;). alco w g s  J graduate of  thc Nannnal 
Insomre of  Adrnin~stratinn. 

It waq norrd abnrc that a mnrriace had bccn atran~ccl for Tnplui K'Brol 
(4.12) and a dauehtrt oSTcluprnng Hiou (4:1), thm ltnk~ny nvo elitr 
L~rnil~es among rhc Srr 2nd Chru. K'Broi had a degwc in aqctiltyre-Crnrn 
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Yalong Ya Loan, son of Banahrja Ya Don (4.6). son-in-law of thc notcd 
Chru chicf Banahria Ya Hau. Ya Don had joined the Virt Cong in 1961, 
and his wife remarried, later having a son, Yolong Ya Thanh (4.15). who 
joined the Virtnamese navy. Tr~unch Han Tho's (4.2) sister, Touneh Han 
Dao, married Cil K'Se of an elitc Lat family from a Ilalat vi1lagr. K'sc's 
brothtrr, Cil K'Din (4.16), had workrd for the Americans in I3alat and 
Saigon and had rcceived a scholarship to study in California. Thcir sister 
K'Det was married to Chru-Src leader K'Krc (4.5). Tounch Han Tho's 
other sister was mamcd to Nay Ri (4.. 17), a Jarai who worked fur CORDS 
in Chtw Rm and is now living in thc United States. Anothcr relative, 
Touneh Ton's (4.1 4) brother Touneh Phin, was wed to a kinswoman of 
thc famed Mnong-Lao chicf Khunjanob. 

In chart 5, Rhade leader Y Thih Eban's (5.2) sister, H'suon Eban's 
daughtcr H'dim Eban, becamc thc wife of thc young Jarai army officer 
I<- Bleo (-5.3). It war noted above that Rhadi. pastor Y Ham Nie Hrah's 
(5.4) dauughtcr Rachel mamcd Buch, thus linking this chart with chart 1. Y 
Ham's sister tl'chioh Nic I-irah married Ksr~r Ilun (5.8, who rcmaincd in 
Buon Ale-A, using a Rhad; vcrsion of his namc-Y Dun Ksor). Ksnr 
Ilun's sister's son Ksor Kok (5.1 I) ,  a FULRO activist, wed anothtr sister, 
H?i Nir Hrah, and both arc nowr refugtvs in the United Statc-s. A third 
sistcr, H ' h  Nic tIrah, becamc thc wife of Y Sick Nie, whose brothcr Y 
Nhiam Nie was thc husband of thc daughtcr of FULRC) lcader Y l lhe 
Adrr~ng (5.10). Also, Y Dhan Nie Hrah, son ofY Tuic Mlo l h o n  Du (5.6), 
wed thc daughter of Khadi leader Y Mo Eban (5.7). 

Although in appendix U only one (Rcom H'uch. 2.28) of thc 100 
ltradcrs is femalc, it does not mcan that the role o f  women in highland 
lrradcrship is insignificant. It is interesting to note that 79 of the I W listed 
come from cthnic grtlups with matrilineal dc-cnt-the Chru ( l o ) ,  Jarai 
(35). and Rhadi. (34)- There are othcr factors that arc important. such as 

sizt: of the cthnic grrlup and dcvelopment of education. The Jarai and 
Khadi arc the largat upland groups, and the French brought education to 

brjth groups a t  a relatively early pcriod. While the Chru are a small group, 
Cham influence is undoubtedly an important thing to considcr in assessing 
why this group has produccd so many 1tradc.n. Thc Chru (who claim to be 
upland Cham) wcre locatcd in a place accessiblc to Champa and the Chru 
traditionally uscd a Cham script, indicating that they had a literate clitc. for 
a long period. Still, it is interesting that so many lcadcrs are found on charts 
2 and 3 (a total of 23), both of which are dominated by the Kcom clan. i-e., 



Rcom womtm. It was indicatcd prcviouslg that wrll-known Jarai leaders 
such as Nay Nui (2.1 1) and Nay Moul(2.17) \\,err able to attain their scatus 
through a combination of thcir having certain physical and personal 
characteristics that marked them as having the fa\=or of the sp~rits-a 
"grand charisma" (kdmh kript)-and thcir marriages to wrornrn of the elite 
Rcom clan. Nay Nui's marriagc sct a pnttcrn of Nay males marrying 
Ilcom fcmalcs, and on chart 2 eight N a y  listed among thr lcadrrs an- 

married to Kcom women. There also is significance in thc fact that three 
leaders listed on chart 1 (Hiup, 1.20, I'hcm, 1.1 7, and Y Jut Buon 'KO, 1.19) 
married sisters from an elite Rhadt family in Burm Ko Tam, and in chart 5 
three leaders (Y Thih Eban. .'l.2, Ksor llun, 3.8, and Ksor Kok, 5.1 1) 
marricd sistrrs from the rlite Rhadi Nie Hrah family of Buon Ale-A. 

Appendix B also revcals that 44 of the lcaders are Christians (30 Catholic 
and 14 Protestant), which is probably duc to sc\?craI factors. First, there was 
the establishment ofthe Catholic mission at Kontum in the mid-nineteenth 
mntury, which had crmsidcrable influence on thc Bahnar (all of the Dahnar 
leaders listed are Catholics). Kontum was rcally thc first nun-Vietnamese 
settlement in the highlands, and it w a s  one of the first cc-nters ofeducation. 
'Ike Protestant missirjn at Ban M e  Thuot had a similar influence and it 
introduced the Enghsh languagc among the highlanders. Both missions 
played a n  important part in thc rise of ethnonationaljsm among the 
highland people. The French and Amcncan missionaries took personal 
interest in the highlanders and thcy sought t c ~  help them to preserve their 
cthnic identity. In the late 1950s it was apparent that by and large the 
missionaries championed highlandrr rights. Also, the Christian highland 
leaders were imbued with the Christian ideal of cquality in the eyes of God 
and they intcrprctcd this as mraning that they were equal to the Vict- 
namese and wantcd to bc trcatcd as such. 

Finally, the age grrlups of leaders presented in appcndix H indicates that 
the bulk of the leaders (64) were born b c t w ~ ~ n  1920 and 1940. 'This is not 
surprising, since that was the pcriod when cthnonationalism was on the rise 
in the highlands, education was cxpanding, and mom. hghlanders were 
assuming rolm in the administration and the army. 

By 197 1, with thc MIIEM and the Ethnic Minorities Council function- 
ing, an increasing numhcr of highland leaders went to Saigon for meetings 
and consultations concrming programs. They would stay at inexpensive 
( o h  somewhat squalid) hr~tels near the central market. not far from the 
MDEM, or in small rooms behind the MIIEM. Many stayed with officials 



frnm the ministry, which raised some problcms, cincc tlicsc officialc had 
modcst incomes and the cxpcnse of  n ncvcr-cndirip parndc of gucctc was a 

burden. Hy and large, highlanders did not like Saigon. Thcy cnnc~dcrcd the 
city to be too crowdcd, noisy and dirty. With the thol~sands ofJapnncsc 
motorcycles (brought in through Amcricati aid as part ofa scheme to "soak 
up piasters" c o  as to avoid a runaway wartime inflation) the air wns heavy 
with fitmcs and tl~erc was a cc>tistatit roar of engines (many of  them in bad 
repair). Also h r  snrnc of thc highland Icndcrs, living in Saigon posed 
ccrtain problcms rcgard~ng tlicir tmditional rcligiouc bclicfs. Idan Tho 
dcccribcd how hc and otlicr Cllru Icadcrc considered to have special 
chariqma (.qon~4/l scri) nvoidcd going to a Chinese restaurant because they 
would have had to pas? utlder clotheslines suspended from windows above, 
thereby vic>lating a tahoo. 

The convergcncc of leaders in Saigon itlcrcased contact among many of  
tlicm, giving rise to more awnrenesf o f  tlieir similarities (particularly their 
comnlon ethnic identity) and their diffcrences as well. Tounch Han Tho 
rclatcr that when thc Ethnic Minoriticc Council convcncd in Novcrnber 
1970, n l l  ofthosc who cnmc to Saigon got tc>pcthcr wirli thc MDEM staff 
fix a largc dinncr at n Chinccc rcstnurant, Ac they atc 2nd drank, the 



atmosphcrtr became more fcstivc (they spokc a mixture of French, 
Victnamcx, and Rhad;). Siu l'lung began to chide I'icrrc Yuk and thc 
othcr Hahnar about their not having surnames. "Why do you Bahnar havc 
just one name when evcryonc else has a first namc and a family name?" hc 
askr-.  Tr~uprong Him addcd. "Ycx, why is that so? Wc. Chru have sur- 

names like theJarai and Rhadi., s r ~  why don't you?" Evt-ryone laughed and 
there w-crc shouts that the Bahnar urcrc' "diracini" ("uprootcd"). Y uk was 
nonpluxwd, but Hiup (who was in his cups) bccamc flushed md said that 
long ago thc Bahnar had surnarnr-s, but when thc Frrnch priests camc to 

Kontum everything changcd and tllcy lost thcir names. The others scoffc-d 
goodnaturcdly and said they did not bclicvc. it. 

ECONOMIC INNOVATIONS AMONG THE HIGHLANl3EKS 

In the course of traveling throughout the highlands during my research. I 
collected examplcs ofcconomic innovations among the villagers. Much of 
thisdata was presented in a report in 197 1 for the RANI) Corporation with 
thc objcaivc. of making the Victnamrw government and the American 
Mission more aware of the potcmtial role of chc highlandrn in any hturc 
cconomic dcvclopmc.nt.' Notwithstanding the disruptions causcd by the 
war, there were somu impressive examplcs of cconomic innovation among 
the highland p p l e .  Some wrcrc not really new, but thcy had been ignorcd 
by thrjsc cr~ncerned with economic de\relopment. Whcn thc Frrnch devcl- 
opcd coffiu. cxtatrs in Darlac i n  the late 1920s and 11)30s, they hircd 
numerous Rhad6 as laborcrs. Although it went unnoticed, in the coursc of 
timc some of these laborers b c ~ a n  to grow their own coffee trerr in villages 
and c-vcntually in small estatcs. By 1970 there urerc 326 registered high- 
landers with coff i  cstatcs. 'Ihey totalcd 531 hcctares and thc rncdian 
holding was 1.0 hcctarc. These planters had thcir own association. and onc 
of the officers was Y I>hc Adrong, chc FULRO Lader. Thcy grew rnbtdrta 
and nrabic~ trees, the harvests of which were purchased by Chinese cntrc- 
prcncurs who uansportcd thc cofike to the Saigon market. 

One ofthe first Rhadt! plantrrs was Y Sok Eban, a lcadcr who hadjoincd 
thc Gardr Indighe in 192 1. Aftcr accumulating land in his village, Y Sok 

1 .  Ck-ralrl C:. 1 Iickcy. "Solnr Ilru~nmcdtlatiuns hlkt-rir~g rhc Prr~spccrivc Rldr WC Victnamcw 
Highlhlandc-n in Ert~rlunlir IkvcI~~pmrnr'- (Snnra Monica. Calih~rllin: The K m d  CurFor~tirlli. 197 I ) .  



k g a n  a plantation and by 1'348 had 4,000 trees braring c r l fk  berries. 
Anothcr plantcr was Y Ju Nic Kdam, who in 194.5 purchasrd fix- hectares 
of land in Buon Kosicr from the RhadP leader Y Ut  Nie Buon Rit. Y Ju 
plantcd roblisri~ wcdlings hc had obtained from a French planter for whom 
he had worked. Whilc the seedlings wcrc growing, Y Ju cultivated ba- 
nanas. pineapples, and somc vcgctablcs as cash crops to supplcmrnt his 
income. By 1966 Y Ju had 5.0M marurc trccs producing bcrrics all F a r  
around. In 1965 Y Yong Nic Ktuol clcarrd a half-hrctarc. near Ban Me 
Thuot and planted 300 coffw trccs. In 1969 hr harvc-strd 35C) kilos of 
berries. Nearby there was a small depression drained by a strcam, and in 
1 %5 Y Yong cleared one hectare on the dope to plant dry upland ricc. By 
his own ertimate his first crop was around two mctric tons of ricc. In 19ti8 
hc clcarcd a half-hectare of the soggy bottom of the dcprcssion to plant 
paddy. Thr fi~llonvin~ ycar he c1rarc.d an additional half-hcctarc and 
planted "American ricc" (I1<43 and IK-1 I), using some chemical fertilizer 
obtaincd from a Khadt who had brcn trainrd at thr Intrrnational Rice 
Rewarch Institute in the Philippines. Y Yong atimated that hs 1969 crop 
yielded 6.8 metric tons of paddy. 

In 1966 Y Bham Nie, chief of Buon Kram, obtained a ncw type of 
upland dry rice from his adoptive "son," Mike Benge. Y Rham planted 
some in a 10 by 15 meter plot and it thrived, yielding around 4.5 mctric 
tons pm hectare (his traditional ricc produced only 3.25 tons). Farthcr 
south, in Buon Ea Khit, a seventy-year-old man namcd Y Bok Huon I lap 
decided in 1967 trl rxpand thr wet-rice fields his wife's family had farmed 
for generations. With the help ofkinsmen, he dug a canal to tap watcr from 
a ncarby strcam for hu new tcrraccs. By 1969 hc had doubled his crop and 
purchawd an right-horn-power tractor and a small rot+tiller (which got 
stuck in the mud and had to be pulled out  by an clcphant). Y Bok watchcd 
carefully \vhm Lynn Cabbage. an IVS volunteer. planted some high-yield 
IR-j ricc nearby. Deciding that it was a worthy typc of rim. Y Bok 
follo\vcd suit and rcalized an aburldarlt harvcst. Soon othcr farmcrs from 
the village were adopting thr new ricr and borrowing Y Bok's equipment. 

In Kontum province, the Scdang traditionally wcrc swiddcn farmcrs. 
Aftcr 1957, whm there was an influx o f  Victnamcscr who bcgm farming 
paddy ficlds, some of the Scdang bcgan to imitatc- thcm. As the war  
intmsificd in 1964, Sedang refugccs brgan to mow into the Kon I Ioring 
area (north of Kontum). Since there was not enough land for swiddcn 
farming, they bcgan adopting paddy cultivation. 



In many highland villagc3 near towns, there was an increase in cash 
cropping. This was the case in the vicinity of Chm Itco, where lutchm 
gardening was dcvclopitig into truck gardcning. According to Ksor Wol 
(3..?), this began to happen aftcr I9tS2, when Phu Bon became a province 
with Chew Keo (Hau Bon) its capital. Thcn. was an increase in the numbcr 
of Vietnamese as civil servarlu and military persrmnel were sent there. Thc 
Jarai villagers saw Victnamcsc plantit~g gardens containing tornatom, 
cabbagc. onions, and chili prppcrs, all of which sold at the Cheo Kco 
markct f i~ r  high pncrts. Sume of thc Jarai, including Ksor Wol. began to 
plant more vegetable in their swiddcns to wll in the market. By 1970 
kitchen gardens in many swiddrns had become sizablc truck gardens and 
women were making daily trips at dawn to bring thcir producc to the 
Chm Keo market. Dominating thc open-air section of the markct, thcsc 
Jarai women were selling not only (thr Virtnamrw complained that they 
had a fixed prier and refused to bargain) a widc rangr. of fruits and 
\regctablcs but alw tobacco and animals (chickens, ducks, pigs, and some- 
times cattle). They evcn vcndcd livc rivcr fish in polyethylene bags filled 
with water. 

In the 1950s, when the Victnamcsc: bcgan moving into the Danhim 
valley bctwccn IJalat and I'han Kang (the heart of the Chru country), thcy 
farmed, using their trad~tional mcthod of transplanting paddy from seed 
beds into the fields. Many also uscd chrmical fertilizers. According to 
Touneh Han Tho, his kinsman Touneh 'I'on (4.14) was one of thc first 
Chru to imitate thc Vietnamese in his farming. Others, including 
-l'ouprong Hiou (4.4), followcd suit. Hiou had the reputation of being an 
adept farmer, and ovcr the ycars hr had expanded his landholdings. 
cultivating a wide rangc of cash crops. In l%6 he and somc Victnamcsc 
farmers imported some xed potat- fit~rn Holland and he began to [arm 
potatoes for salc along with his other produce in Saigon, Nhatrang. Ilalat, 
and Phan Rang. to which thc produce was transported in rented trucks. 
Having accumulated considerable capital. Hiou joinrd two Chinese friends 
in 1)ccember 1972 to open the first rural bank in the highlands. He insisted 
that the architrcturc hr based on  traditional Chru housc lint3 "st) the 
villagers u.ould feel at home in the bank." 

'Ihcre a l ~ c ~  was an increase in thc numbcr of highlanders involved in 
nonfarming enterprises. Many wcrc cngagrd in petty commerce, usually 
upcrating village shops. 'l'hese shops. likc tho% of thc Vietnamese, were 
small and built of l r ~ a l l ~  available materials, most often wood, bamboo, 



and thatching. Tllc stock i r~c l~~dud  a variety of manufacturrd gc~c~ds likrl y 
to be in dcn~a l~d  by villagers-I~II 2nd hcc soap, tot~thpastc, rubber 
sandals. hairpins, matches, cigarcttus, cut tobacco. bccr. rum, ricc wine. soft 
drinks. mokics. candy. soy snucc.. fish saucr., dried fish. canncd fish. sugar. 
kcroscic.~w. rind some school supplies. A number of thow runni~lg such shops 
had brrc.11 i11 thc CIIIC; program and had ac-c~inltrlatcd c r ~ o ~ ~ s h  capital for 
thc initial i~~vr-stmcnt. Snmr of them pointed out that thcy had n prohlcm 
with kinsrnr.11 and kllow villagers purchas~ng c3t1 crcdit. Sincc, among 
highlanders, it is more importitlit trl mailitail1 good social relations than it is 
to make money, thry could not force paynwtlt of thcw bills, a11d in most 
it~stnncc- it wns unlikcly that they wtluld c w r  rc.cr-ivc. the 1llonr.y. 

In l!)ti7 sornc RhadP in tllc \.icioity oiHar~ Me Thuot k g a n  to cngagc. in 
thr. transport ~USIIIC-5,  U S I I I ~  tn-whcc-1 Lmibrcttas. By carly 1968 six rncn 
in Buorl Ale-A wem c~pcrating carriers. Thcy ma&- constntlt runs hr.twcr.n 
villagr3 and thc U;ln Mr. Thuot markcr. In January 1968, Y Huc Hunn 
Krong, a rrsidcnt of 13uon Kram. purchased a Lambrctta, payii~g cash hc 
had wvrd while in the CllJC; proganl. Hc opcratcd his carricr bctwrc~l 
Ban Me Thuot and Buon Ea Khit (south of BUOII Kram), making four 
round trips a day. Thc wrl-icr was intcrruptcd only during t11c pla~~tirlg 
wason whrn Y Huc w;.orkc.d in his kids to clcar. sow. 3 r d  hnrvcst. 1Ic 
explained that whcn he had accumulawd cash hC did not tilllow thc usual 
Ithad6 patter11 ofbuying cattle. -1.0 begill with. t11c transport busil~css had 
kcornc. wry  lucmtivc and, S C C C I I I ~ I ~ ,  scc~irity ill 1)arlac had gotten bad 
during 1967. Y l-lllc rr.asonr.:l that if hc and his family had to cvacuate their 
village it] a hurq-a contitlgct~cy most hgllanders ct,nsidrrrd \?cry 
real-thcy wnuld havc t c ~  leave many things such as cattle bchit~d. Rut 
with the Lambrrtta t11c.y could load all of thc family and many of'thdr 
prsonal bclongiogs tto flee into Ban Mc. 'I'huot. 1fthc.y shrluld nccd moncy. 
thcy could always thc. Lambrrtta. Irtlnically, I intcrvicxvrd him in Buorl 
Kram thc day bcforr thc Tct Offerlsive began. Whilt Buon Kram was 
untouched, largc wctiotls nf Ran Me Thuot were w~-ncs of fighting. 

EXPANSION OF THE WAR FOLLOWING AMERICAN -I-KOOP WI-1'1 II>KAUrAI.S 

In 1'361) thr two largt- battles in the highIands were a t  Ben Het, a CIlX 
camp west of Ilak To in Kontum province. and a t  Bu I'rang CIDG camp 
southwest of Ban Mr Thunt, ahcrc FULRO had becn active since 196.1. 



In April the l O l  st Airborne 13ivision launchcd Operation Massachuxtts 
Striker in thc A Shau valley nfctmtral Vietnam. On 6 May thr PAVN 66th 
Regirncnt brrgan a S t A y  sicgc a t  the I3cn Hct camp with a ht-avy artillcry 
and rocket barragc-; sclrnr 6,000 rounds fell into the post during this pnod  
and it was assaulted r;e~-cral timc-s. On 8 Junc 1969 l'rcxidcnts Nixon and 
Thieu ended a o n d a y  summit mc~ting on Midway lsland and announced 
that by the cnd of August 25.000 Amcrican military forccs would bc 
withdrawn from South Vietnam. The Hamlet Evaluation System was 
reporting a t  this timc that 86.5 pcrcc-nt of South Victnam was pacified. By 
the m d  ofAugust thc 3d Brigade, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, had 
left for the United States." As of thc end of 1969 thcrc wcrc 321,600 
Amcrican military personnel rcmaining in Victnam, and by thc md of 
1970 this figurc had dropped to 250,312.3 Among the units that dcpartcd 
was the U.S. 4th Infantry Division, which closed its Reiku headquarters in 
March and withdrew in Novumbcr. Early in 197 1 thc U.S. Spccial Forccs 
also lcft Vietnam. 

Infiltration by some highlatldcrs traincd in North Victnam continued. 
Typical was Nay Barn. a Hroy (larat), whose movcmcnt to North 
Victnam in 1!)54 was dcscribcd carlicr. Aftcr bcing traincd at thc Southern 
Ethnic Minoritirs School near Hat~c~i, Barn studid at thc. Thai Nguyn 
Agricultural School (where snmc instructors uWcrc 'Tho-Tai-speaking 
highland ~ p l c )  from 1961 to 1963. Afterward hc workcd at thc 
Agricdtural Service in Lang Son in thc Black Tai upland country. 
Between 1963 and 1968 Barn studied at the Agricultural University near 
Hanoi, graduating as an agricultural engineer. He reported that during that 
pcriod hc had heard of the FULKC) movcmcnt, which initially the 
Communists praised but later began to condemn as "an Amcrican plot." In 
I9Cil) hc was givcn somc practical training in growing food fix thc trrjops 
in the south (priurity crops wrrc manioc, bananas, yams, and maiw in that 
ordcr). Hc. also was givcn "political training," using a hook writtm by 
Nguym llur Thuan (who had bcu-n jailed by IAcm and rc.1t.asc-d after thc 
coup d'ktat of 1963). Barn rclatcd that hc had witncsscd somc bombing in 
North Vietnam, noting that it was against military targrts. 

Early in 1969 hc was givcn scvcn days of military training (firing 
wcaprjns and practicirlg hoxv to scattcr if Amcrican jcts appeared). Cln 4 
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March he and othm from the Agricultural University (two southerners 
and nine northcrnrrs) \wc.rc sent southward. 'I%ey walkcd fiftc-en to twenty 
kilornctcrs pcr day in the mountains, sleeping at night by the trail. He 
described thc Ho Chi Minh trail as "many trails" with a main routc for 
trucks. I L also rvitnessed somc bombings: one was by B-52s (right soldiers 
wcrr killed), anotl~cr was by fighter-bombcrs (lulling four). Thosc moving 
south \+-err. given rice and thcy fished and huntcd wild fruit and plants to 
suppltmcnt their diets. Along the way they cncr~untcrcd thc "Lao 'l'in," 
whom hc dwribrd as Laotian highland people. and in Quang Tri province 
hc met somc "Van Kieu" (a Vietnamese designation for the Hru and 
l'acoh). Hr also saw somc Cua. 

Between August and October 1969 Uam and his gruup movcd from 
Quang Nam to I'hu Yen, crossing the Ha river twicc cast {of Cheo Rm. In 
Phu Yen he met Ksor Manh, Son, and I l ay ,  all ofthem Hroy who had bccn 
in the Southern Minorities School io Hanoi with him. From Octubcr 1969 
until 5 Ilecember I97 I .  whcn he defected, Barn organized food produc- 
tion (the cadre hc workcd with were highlanders. but thc trrlops werc 
I'AVN). Part ofhis training in Hanoi had bccn to preparc him K O  cope with 
thc herbicides being uscd by the Americans. Barn was told to cowr his face 
with wet cloth and to salvagr the manioc that had k n  spraycd by quickly 
cutting the roots and washing thcm brfore cooking. In Septemhr 19W 
plancs sprayrd the trail it> thc arc-a, defoliating many trees. Vict Ckng who 
drank water in a tlcarby strcarn after thc spraying dcvclopcd abdominal 
cramps and diarrhea. Thc sccond spraying was in March 1970, and it lulled 
their rntirt. crop, resulting in a food shortagc that ddayed military oper- 
ations. Bam said that the scttlcment also was sprayed, causing most residents 
to brcomc. ill and a few to dic. (For additional information on thr perceived 
cfftxts of herbicides, sec below and appcndis C). 

0 1 1  2!! October 1969 the PAVN 66th Regiment launched an assault on 
Bu l'rang and nearby fircbascs after a serics of shelling5 against posts along 
the Cambodian bordcr in the vicinity. The allied commanders reasoned 
that the object of the Communist move was to gain control of Duc Lap 
(Dak Mil) and then march on Ban Mr -1'huot. Scvcral weeks bcforc h s  
attack some of the FULRO Iraders in Huon Alc-A had predicted that such 
a Communist effort would take place. They reported that fhr attack would 
start with shcllings and assaults on the fircbaws, after which the 
Communists would concentrate on Bu Prang. Their "agents" urcrcr in the 
area (dressedin loincloths), and sincr they had been in the CIDG thcy could 



identify all of the Communist weapons. They had sent a full report to 

Buon Ale-A, even giving the coordinates for the PAVN artillery. 
O n  3 1 October Firebase Kate was evacuated and withln days two r n t m  

fireban had to bc abandoncd. I)uc Lap also was attacked. Air strikes wcrc 
callrd in daily, and additional Amcrican artillery was brought to the area as 
were MIKE Force and AKVN units. By Iatc Novcmber the fighting had 
subsidcd with both Bu Prang and n u c  Lap remaining in govrrnment 
hands. 

In March 1970 Norodom Sihanouk was deposed as head of the 
Cambodian gcnrcrnmcnt hy a military junta Icd by Gcncral Lon Nol. A 
month later I wrnt to Phnom P'cnh to contact thc FULIXC) leaders thcrc 
and found the city much thc same as it had b c ~ n  in May 1!16!) whcn I had 
visited it en routc t c ~  Angkor Wat. Phnom Penh was one of the most 

attractive cities in Southcast Asia. with a French colonial charm that Saigon 
had lost during the Victnam War. 'Ihcrc wcrtr shadcd stn.c.ts. quict squares, 
pastel colored buildings, bc-autiful wats (tcrnplc~), and, by the rivcr, a 
glittering royal palace. Thtrc. was little stn'trt traffic, and btrtuw-n noon and 
t h m  o'clock Phnom Penh closed its shutters and slept. 

Everywhere there were posters denouncing Sihanouk as a dupc. of thr 
Communists, such as one depicting him d r r s d  in a natty continental stylc 
suit with a herringbone twill pattern ct~mposrd of conical hats, each 
containing thc yellow Viet Cong star. Slogans called fbr support of the 
Salvation Government of Lon Nol. l'hr word "royal" was drlctcd from 
buildings and namm, c.g.. thc Royal Khrncr Army bccamc thc National 
Khmer Army. Studc-nts and civil scrvants wrrr rushing to  jr~in the army. 
Signs of the new war between the National Forces and the Communists 
were just begnning to appear. Sandbags were bring placed in frt~nt of 
public buildings. and trenchcs were bcing dug along the Mekong river. 
E\.m at thc sercne Buddhist Institute the staff wore military shirts and 
trained in the dusty park during thr afternoon. 

I contacted Kpa Doh, Kwr Dhuat, Ksor Kok (-5.1 I ) ,  and Y nhan Kput~r, 
all of whom wcrc FULRO leaders and now had commissions in thc 
Khmer Army. They urerr living with their familitrs in apartments on 
Boulevard Monivong across from a military compound where Lt. Col. Les 
Koscm had a house. Y Bharn Enuol still was in the vJla of Col. Urn Savuth 
near Pochrntr~ng Airport. 

Soon after he had been deposed, Sihanouk formed the Force Unifige 
National Khmer in thc rural arras to countcr thtr Lon Nol govcrnmcnt. It 



appcarcd that this new movcmcnt might coopcratc with the Khmer 
Rougc. a namc Sihanouk had given a rural dissidcrlt movcmcnt active in 
thc Hattambang area and in thc remote northcastern prt~vinces. Thcre also 
was a quc-stion rjf whr.11 Sihat~r~uk might rally thc 1'rachr.achon (Com- 
munist) party, thought to haw some 30,000 mcmhcrs coilcentrated in thc 
sr~uthe~stcrn sector. 

By April 1970 fighting was breaking out in parts of thc rural areas, some 
of them close to I'hnom I'crlh. Laughing suldirrs rodc from Ph~iom Penh 
in buscs as wL'H AS in cc~mmercial trucks (beer and Pepsi Cola trucks) to 

battle areas south and east of thc capital. For&gn journalists had flooded 
into I'hnom Rnh, and after thc morning ncws briefing in thr tca rrlom 
(which had a largc bar) abovc thc Magasin d'Etat (which still was d i n g  
Ejst Europcan gotds) thr-)-. would scramblc to their rented whitc air- 
conditioned Merccdrs to go to the scenes of iwuT fighting. Unlike 
Vietnam, Cambodia offcrcd littlc protection forjo~~rnalists ncar batt1c.s and 
a number of newsmen were kiHcd o r  wr~unded. 

The  last groups c~ftourists from Angkor Wat urcrc. 1c.aving Phtlonl l'ctlh 
as wcrc stlmc dependents of thc diplomatic community (including the 
Russians). French plantcrs and their f~milies wcrc checking into the Hotcl 
LC Royal. R~mlors werc rampant as hreigncrs gathcrcd at Lr. Cyrenc or La 
'raveme for lunch. T h u  Cambodians wen: rcpc~rting dire signs. sucll as thc 
appearance of  a white croct>dik in the Mckotlg river and the Bash of a 
comet ovcr l'hnom l'cnh. Fran~ois Sully (a Frcnch journalist who latcr was 
killcd it1 Victnam) and 1 went to have t r a  with Charlcs Mcyrr, a 

Frenchman who had k n  drlw to Sillanouk and u r h ~  was the11 packing t c ~  

Icaw for Francc.. Hc ct>nfirmcd a story that soon after Sihanouk had bwn 
deposed. thc Qurrn Mothcr had thc. bakrt (the Brahmin pricxts who arc the 
&w~rdians of the royal trcasurc) bring her the I'rcah Khan, the sacred s n k r .  
S h e  performed a ritual. partially removing the sabcr from its sheath (to 
removc it entirely would precipitate a grcat calamity for the kingdom). 
I'hr blade was rcplrted to have k n  rusted and dark in color, a sign of 
great troubiu for Cambodia (at the end oftllc sixteenth crntury, a turbulcnt 
cimc. a similar ritual had revealed that tllc sakr  also was rusted). 

O n  30 April 1970 the American-South Virtnamese invasion of 
Cambodia h g a n  with the goal of destroying "Communist sanctuancs" to 
prcvcnt further infiltration into thc Saigon area and the Mckong river 
dclta. Whcn I returned to Phnom I L r h  in July, Kpa Doh informcd mr that 
the Communist forces had moved westward when the invasion brgan. 



Thc Communists movcd in trucks at night clvc.r thc hack roads. Kpa Doh 
also said that some 9.000 Khrncr National Army troops and thcir dc- 
pcndcnts had evacuated Ka tanakiri province, moving from Hokco into 
Vietnam. Hc claimcd that FULRO had two battalions of -551) mcn cach in 
the Ratanakiri-Pleiku border area, and on 24 June they had mounted an 
operation against the Communists with Amcrican artillery and air sup- 
port. He and the other FULRO leaders in Phnom Penh made trips on foot 
from I'hnom l'enh to Mondulhri and Katanaluri provinces to contact 
FULRO troops in both areas. 

Bun Sur, a Mnong Rlam who had left Vietnam and had been studylng 
in I'aris, rcturncd to I'hnom l'cnh at this timc, and wc all met at  Lcs 
Koscm's house. Bun Sur was given a commission io thc Khmcr Army and 
named chicf of Mondulkiri province. Hc, Kpa I)r,h, and other FULItC) 
lc-adcrs hcgnn to mnke Crcquctlt visits to Victt~am to rccruit highlanders to 
go to Cambodia (some Amcrican military oficcrs wcrc in\~olvcd in this 
cffort). Tllcy had little success. Privately, Kpa Iloh also beg311 to complain 
about Lrs Kosem's trcatmrnt of the FULRCJ prople in Phnom Pcnh. 
saying that the Cham lcadcr was "tcm authc~ritaria~i." 

By July the war had intensified ill thc. Cambodian crluntrysidr. and thc 
government forces were mncentrating on a defense of the population 
centrrs as thc. Communists took contrr~l of morc rural arcas. Southwrst of 
Phnom Penh, the Khmrr Krom werr doing much of the fighting. I had a 

long discussion wid1 'Iliach Chia, a Khmer Krom teacher in thc Lyck 
Siwwath, who had been with thc Khmcr Krom dclcgation in thc August 
1968 Ban Mc. Thutlc mtrctitlg. (Hc. latcr was killcd in a srudct~t dcrnotl- 
stration.) Hc. admittc-d that Khmer Strikr Forcc CIIIC; prsonnc-1 from 
Vietnam wcre doing much of the fighting. -1'hach Chia also outlinrd 
somc of thc Khmcr Kmm goals, cxprcssing thc hopc that they might 
cooprratr mom- with thc highlandrrs in Vic-tnam. Anothcr Khmcr Krom 
Icadcr was thc flamboyant Kim Khct. who. sitting in rhc gardcn of thc 
Hotcl Lc Royal drinking Hlocrdy Marys, dcscribcd how his "forcc" of 
sixty Khmcr K r o m  had just warded off Communist attacks o n  Takco. lie 
claimed to have oncc k n  thc bodyguard of Ba Cut. thc Hoa Hat, Icadcr 
whom 1)ic.m had guilloti~icd in 195G. Kim Khrt rc.1atc.d that he had flrd to 

Phnom Pmh, whc-n. hc hoodwinked Sihanouk into thinking hc was a 
hopeless playboy by frequenting nightclubs while he secretly was organiz- 
ing thc Khmcr Krom. 

Uy this timc thc cgccts of thc nnr  were bc-pjnning to bc frlt in I'h~lorn 



Pmh. Thc rains had washed away thc anti-Sihanouk postcrs from thc 
walls, and bunkcrs were cvcrywhrrc, as were coils of barbed wim. An 
artlllcry unit had bccn moved to thc rivrr bank close to thc shuttered 
gambling casino and troops with their dcpcndmts had occupied thr par- 
tially complctcd clcgant Hotel Carnbodiana (that Sihanouk had been 
building to lurc. the trjurist tradc). Civilian hospitals wcrc now forced to 
acccpt woundcd stddicrs becausc thc military hospitals w-crc ovcrcrcnvded. 
Nrrvspapers carricd many photos of Communist dead and t l c  charrcd 
ruins of such towns as Kornpong S p u  and Skoun. O n  2 August a bus, 
scwral taxis, and a berr truck wcrc hit with I340 rockcts on thr road from 
Kompong Som, lcaving rlcven dcad. This was the first such ambush in thc. 
vicinity of Phnom Pcnh. Rivcr traffic a n  the Mekong had ccawd, and the 
city was slowly being isolated. Early in August, in the quirt of early 
ct-cning, thcrc. were the thumping sounds of mortars and cxplnsions of 
artillery t r ~  bc heard fix the first timc in Phnum P ~ n h . ~  

With the American troops withdrawing and the Victr~amcse assuming 
gn-atrr responsibility for thc conduct oCthc war, in mid-1 970 Gcncral Ngo 
112~. the ncw cr~mrnander of I1 Corps, issued an ordcr stating that by 31 
Octobcr 11970 thcrc would be no morc "D cjr C hamlets" (in thc Hamlet 
Evaluation System, I) and C: hamlets were not undrr government control) 
in the rcgicln. His method of attaining this goal was t r ~  launch a massivc 
rcsettlcmcnt of highland villages in arcas that \nrc'rc' supposed to hc "in- 
sccurc." 'Ike first pllase of this cEort took place in the northurcstrrn portion 
ofBuon Ho district, north of Ban M e  Thuot. whcrc, General Dzu claim&, 
thr Krung ppulation was lending supprlrt to tlw Communists by supply- 
ing them with rice and recruits. Thc 23d Division made a "swccp" of the 
arra. and IXcgional and I'opular Fnrccs urcrtt sent in to move the ~i l la~grrs .  
By ~ r l y  197 1 largr numbers of Krung wcrc being relocated in the vicinity 
of Buon Kli, north of Buon Ho on Routr 14. At a confcrcncc in Nhatrang 
at this timc., the Arntrican Senior Adviscr in Darlac report4 that "all of 
the villagers were happy to movc.." Kurt Sawatzky. a volunteer for thc 
Virtnam Christian Service in Ban Mc- 'I'huot, 110~-cvcr, informed me on 6 
January 1971 that hc had visitrd Buon Kli and found An appalling situ- 
ation. Up to twenty villages wrcrc bring moved, and thc. residents cx- 
p r r s d  great discontcnt at thc way it was being donc. 'I'hey were forccd to 

4. I rm>rrlcd obxrvations r l i  r h -  rit~utiou In Carnhclcli~ JurinK this pcrlod In "Thc War in 
Camh~dia: LKIIS un Sonlr k t 1  11w ltltcrnal F~~rccr Invttlixd" (Sautn Mnlura. C:alihmia: Tl~r Rand 
G ~ ~ v r ~ t i o r ~ .  ( h - t r * b e r  193.l). 



Icave most of thcir ~OSSCSS~OIIS. it~cluding thcir valuahlc. jars and gongs as 
well as cattle, pigs, and chickens- AII ARVN unit hurnrd one village to thc. 
ground and the soldiers looted all that thcy could find. At thc. Buon Kli 
rcscttlcmc~~t ccntcr, thcrc wcrc t~o t  enough tcnts, thc. ncarc.st water source 
was two ki1omtttc.n away. a i d  the relocated villagcrs uv-crc r~ccivi~lg little 
support. 

Cln 5 February. Y Puk Hunn Ya, a young Ithad6 leader, and I wt'nt to 
Buon Kli. Onc grrlup of villagrrs reported that in the vicinity of thcir 
former village thcrc had k n  somc Vict Crmg activity sincc. 1964 and thry 
had asked the district authorities to "impro\~c security," but nothing was 
dor~c. They rcqucstcd pcrmissiot~ to mow, hut nothing was forthctjming. 
T h e  Vict Cong cntered heir vlllaga twice a month to cngagc in propa- 
ganda and "tax" rach longhousr a 25bgram can of rice. This forced thc 
villagers to purchasc ricc in Buon k I o  town. Y I'uk and I found that what 
Sawatzky had reported was accurate. Thc villagcrs had hccn givm a thrtr- 
day naticc that thcy would br. movc.d. and they left most of their pow-5- 
sions, which wcrc thcn looted by the soldiers. Butm Ka and Buon Y Yung 
were burnrd. The ncw sc'ttlrmcnt was located on a barren, windy hill 
dcvoid of trees and water. Thc vlllagcrs wcrc givcn only tin roofing, st, 
thcy scourcd thc ~lcarhy forc3ts for building materials. The result was an 
assortment ofshahby structures of gnarlrd logs and wrathrrcd deadwood. 

I wrote a mcrnorandum concerning thc. situatirln at Uuon Kli and 
managcd to gct a copy to Hoang Iluc Nha, kinsman of Thicu and a n  

cminenctr grix in thc Indcprndence Palace.' He in turn brought it to the 
attention of Thicu, who a d v i d  Grnrral Dzu to discuss it with me. The 
General and I did discuss it, but it was futile. l l zu  went ahead with 
relocations, and by Apd 197 1 an estimated 40,000 from 100 to 150 
villages had been relocated. '&re also were reports ofVietnamese moving 
into some ofthe abandoned villages to begin farming somr of the paddy 
firlds. In the rcwttlcmcnt centers thrrr was an incrrastr in sickntx and the 
number of deaths. Nay Luett vis i t4  a large group ofJarai who had k e n  
forced from their kjllages in I'leiku province and found them living in the 
opcn with no shelters and poor drinking watcr. Many wcrc sick and dying. 
The doctors from the Vietnam Christian Service Hospital in Meiku found a 

deplorable situation at Plei Ilcgroi and l'lei K'tu whcrc 500 villagers had 



died sincc. being rllovrd. '1'hr)sc in\-n1vc.d ill Pat Smith's Villagc I-icalth 
Workcr progmm rc-portcd that bctwcct~ I and 5 May 1971 somc 7.5 
children died of a cholcra-likc ailmrnt in the Bahnar rclacatrd village of 
Mang Yang, cast of l'lciku. To makc matters wc>rsc, the Communists 
attacked dlc village on I9 May, prompting an AKVN reaction that 
rcsu1tc.d ill 37 dcad. marl); wtlu~ldcd, and 29 h r ~ u s ~ s  d c s t r t ~ ~ c d . ~  

Snme Arllcricall journalists in~r3ti~atc.d the rclocatiotl situation. My 
vicws werc rcprtcd by MPIIJ Llrk '1brrr.i writcr Gloria Ernrrwn a i d  by 
L.'arhineqwtr I'tl-ir corrc.sporldc~~t I'ctcr Osnt~s.' CJsnos also rccordcd the 
views of lrvitlg Hsmbcrgcr of^(lOKl)S, w h o  was highly critical of the 
rrlocatiotls. The Ostlos articlr included somc qurxrx from Amcricat~s who 
fix7orr.d thc mtlvrs. Onc. was Lt. Col. Wayne It. Smith, thc Senior Adviw-r 
in Ilarlac. who said that highlanders "arc p i n g  to ha\=r to bc assimilntcd 

3 .  into socicty. hc. modrrnizrd, go to school. A lot of thcm arc basic.111 y lazy. 
E ~ r l y  in April 197 1 1 had a long discussion about the relocations with 

William Colhy. hrad of CC>RI)S, and sirlcc he had bc.t.11 in Victriam in the 
lntc 1!).?0s 1 rccallcd the tmublc that rcsultcd from thC drxatiotls at that 
timc. Wc wcrc joined by John l'aul Vailtl. a hrmcr army t1ff;crt.r who had 

no ou&t;~nding critic of Amcricntl n~ilitary strategy in Vietnam. I 
continued to cmtliilc. thc rrasoris why thc rrsc.rtlcn~crits w-rmld best be 
halted. En routc back to Saigon, Varul told mc that he stloll would bc 
~ ~ a n ~ c d  Scnitlr Adviwr in 11 Corps and IIC w ~ u l d  do  what 11c could f i ~ r  the 
highIandcrs. Upon assuming this psition, hc. immcdiatcly organized an 
Clff~cc filr I iighland Affairs to deal with programs and problcms f i~r  thc 
higlllanders. By May it was evidcnt that Colhy and Vann had dccidrd to  

bring prcaurc. tcl cnd the rc.locatiorls. Early in Ju~it., General I k u  let it be 
known that he *=an& to rcscttlr 10,000 morc highland villagers but that 
"American sctisitivity prcxyc~~tcd it." 

NEW LEADERSHIP UNI3EK N A Y  LUETI  

1)uring this period Nag Lurtt ('2.26) was rapidly rmrrging as thr most 
dynamic and dcdicatcd highland leader. Hc had had rxperirncc in various 

ti. -1.. C;. Colts. " M ~ n t ; l ~ l ~ . ~ r r i  'Villasc tlcalth Workm' l'mqrdn~. Mi~ih-<)uy I lospibt" (Kotltutn. 
)UIW 1971 j. 

7. <;loria En~rrsoli. "Anthrr>p~lr~gtw in Vi<~l~srri Seeks Montagndrd Gain." 3 e 1 v  k-,lrk 7 - i r~es .  25 
.4pnl 1971 ; l'crcr Omrn. "Securrty 3 Il~sdrtcr h r  Montskwartls." U - ~ , l i q r r w  ft15i. 93 hpnl 1971. 



N a y  Luctt a t  I j n l n t  (1071) 

administrative positions and had received considcrablc formal training 
(Lycke Ycrsin, thc National Institute of  Administration, 2nd the 
International Ricc Rcsearch Institittc in the I'hilippines). Hc spoke Jarai. 
Rhadi., Ralinar, Vietnamese, French, and English. He  also had bccnmc 
adept at dcaling with American and Victnamcsc officials. At the sarnc timc 
Nay Lilett had rctaincd his ties with highland traditiotis, and whencvcr 
possible 11c rcturned to his wife's villngc m a r  Cheo R e o  to work tn the 
ficldr and ctljoy village life. 

Nay Luctt alzo was very conccrncd about preserving the ways of the 
highlandcrq while still organizing sclcial and economic prtlgrarns to r a w  
tlicir standard of  living and prcpare them to compctc economically with 
thc Vietnamese. Early in l 97U we visitcd Plci Uahrong (also known as T'lei 
Pntna), thc home of the King of Firc, a figure Luett vicwcd a$ reprezetita- 
tive ofJarai tradition. First we  stopped to pick u p  SILI Choi, tlic King of 
Fire's s15tcr's son and likely succcsmr to thc king. (An elderly man in rhc 
village was excited to meet Nay Luctt, about whom he had hcnrd so much, 
but hc was disappointed that tlic Icader, a slight, wiry, dark-5kinncd man 
was not "big and light like sn  American.") Ksor Wol  (3.5) and Tracy 



Atwnnd (\vhrr nntv ~ ~ - r k c d  f;lr USAIt3) also nwtr  along. nnd \vc sprnt the 
dav 1~1th 01 hnhnt.  thr King of  Fire. ivhn had bcrn husv prepasin3 hrs 
ficldc fi>r pl.tnnne. The vilIaqc zcf Plci B a h r t l n ~  \v~-ar: a vcn. trad~ncmalJarai 
v~llaer with norle ~f the trn roofin!: rhnr n7as  bccnrning 50 pcrprtlar. 
CThnuFh tin rootiny h,~d  thr ~dvnntaye t ~ i  not rcquinrlg rcplaccrnent ~n 
0ftr.n and being inflamrnablc, ic had the diradvanrnqc nt'betnq exc-rscivelv 
hot t1ndt.r a bra7en run.) Thc villarc ~ccrned v r ry  tranquil. It had fifteen 
IoticI>rl~~rcs in addition to t h a t  of rhc  King of  Fire. Clnr <mall cuhsidiarv 
b u ~ l ~ d ~ n g  near the bns.5 tyt~usr w.lr dcscribr.~l 35 the "birth houre." ~ n d  Ksclr 
'A3d related that thc sacred 5aht.r was h ~ d d c n  back in the wondcd hills 
h h i n d  the villave, Krclr N,r. Jn Aqrirtant t ~ r  t17r krnc. lived in tllr ticst 

lonqbouw, ant1 thc k inqt  I-rr\~cher-in-l,~\<- Si l l  B1.1 tivrd in the Ilcrncliou~c 
4lFFnslW. Nest ro him hvCd N a b '  Ngclk. who lvas con~idcrcd " c l ~ c e  tn L-I 
Anhilt." Other rcridcntc rrt'thr l i l lase  rncl~lrlcd Kpa Mclt. .I teacher. and a 

%mall hottse a t  thc end nf the v i I l a ~ c  c.v,lr ocn~picd by a Bnhnnr rriuer-c 
f~rnlI \- .  W e  d~~ct i<wd cornt. o i t he  rradinnnal functlclnr nfthc K l n ~  of Flre. 
and N a y  Lt~rtt ernpl1~~i7ecf tlrc necd to retain mnnv highland cuwtrms ro as 

to prwcrvr thr r thn~z  idcnhry of theI ,~ra i  and ntl-lcr hichland 
IJuring m -<- 

- A ~ ~  L u c ~ ~  h t m r d  J ~ l r ~ .  TI :- , ' I  ; ,  
I d  

of Touneh ? 1 I : ,  7 7- ~;'m. bcrtll :a ;-  , . I  !.. . . . - ;  ! " a  

. . RRFZI~ 3ri1 L t ~ r r r  .IT t ~ r :  L -  , r . , r - 7 . 1  I l rv  rnct frcqr~enrl r i < . L  LI . .  : ' , c  

t . , i  . . - . , I L : : : it-c of thc c o n t ~ n t i i r ~ ~  n.~ t  , ~ r i A  rile 
i j ~ r . ~ \ t r n l ~ c  rcFoc'~ti~>n prrlcrnnls. 5~rrl1 ar rhc nne taking p l ~ c r  on orrlcts from 
C;r.ncral Ngn D ~ L I .  Thr? Froup .~lso.  from rimc to tnnlc. l~arf v~dtors  f i r m  
the hrchlands. such a< I;-lit!p ( I  ..7fl\. Kcor Rut {:3.3[1), Rccirn Anht~t (3.  F 2). 
Tnuprc~nq Ya Ra (-!.9I, and Y CIlon Mln T h ~ n  IJu. 

On I >June lrf7 I President Th1c.u annt~unced changm Fn h ~ r  ~ n ' t r i ~ ~ t .  .~nd 
N3): Ltiett XvJr named rhc nrnp &wfi2~v 
-:;?-1c brouqhr  bout tmmc, , , - . >  .. .,!. - 1 !.i \ i  , L ~ \ ~ \ L [ I C -  

;.. : . I  ,..:i1 Man Tl~o as XrcretJry p.-nler.tl . r r ~ ~ l  '%?% R'R;r'rrk T Y d i r r m  
, I ,  I I '  " ,  FAp;,l. Ljnc of  thnw in~tmmr.ncal in Va\-  Lrl, b r  

,.,. . . 

Hnat~g I3uc Nha. Thrcu'r kinrman. r\-l-tlr.r h.~ti ctli~c. nr3 r h C  Lvccr 
Yr=r\ i t i  with Lucrt and the nther highlnndrrr and had plaved tcycthcr 1~1th 
thrm nn thr- Forces team. Nh.1 wanted hic coflen~ue Ptr,tm Nyoc Khz rc'r lre 
11;1i~on ~ C ~ C C I I  Nha.5 of i re  and the MDEM.  Luctt agrcrd. 2nd Goon thcrc . - were rcfrrenceq amon5 thc MIIEM E C J ~ F ~ ~ I  thr "LI'c;'~ Yenin mafia. 

O n  28 and 12'1 JLI!!- I r rT1  rhc MDEM held a conference a t  t he  W o r d  
hlajc<tic rn C ~ l ~ c m  for rc'prt'Fentatlves of rniniqtries with h l ~ h l ~ n d  pr- 



grams and all ~ i t h c  dcputv prvvlnct. chlcfi for h ~ ~ h l a n d  3K~1rs. !'nluntarv 
aeencm \ t p r t h  prnF.lrn5 in tile hiYhl.1ndr n-crt. inv~tcd to rend drlrgateq. A 
~1-idc ranye of prngrarn~ wcrr c,url~ned bv NJ?; Luctt. .~nd lie callcd h r  the 
conpctahon of thcwe prvwnt 3n a~ding  the ~rnplrment:~non of thew prn- 
Frarns. Hc spccif r ~ l l v  nt*ted thc trnpnrtancr clirhc land pror;.rArn, rr<cttIe- 
mcnr pnhblcnrr. and t l ~ c  rci~19ec situ.~ntm. 

Th~w.  rhrcc nlplcq had hecn much d!scl~wd hy t h c & & - ~ J n  ~hrw 
xnd rh~bv Itad rprrcd rhat ther anolA clu, I-  ;>ri .  b r i r .  : , T 

I ! 1 1 ~ 1  I: ~ t t  \ i 1 ,  ,,l. since it 15-35 rel.~rcd ro both thr rcgft~lcmcnt 2ncF wr'tlccc 
prrl't~lr~~ic. L k y t t c  the C2ct chat ~ E I C  qnvcrnmcnt h ~ d  aqrccd to ci\-e !+~nd 
h t l r ~  t o  individualt nrld v i l l a ~ r r  (thc "main Iiviny nrca" c-cv-~ccpt\ arid 
USAID h ~ c l  rc\-cral vail-mcmbcrr 1vtvrkrng on i t .  rr.lah\~rlv t;.\r. rirlcr had 
hec-n dicmhutcd due ro I ~ r k  ofacrion un thc province Ict-c.1. L w t r  \va< vcrv 
conccrncd rrver thc increasing number crf rcpilrtt o f  \'rrtnnmew t.lkiny 
land da~med  bv I I ~ ~ ~ I J I ~ A c ~ ~ :  ~n 197 I ~ n d  1(172 the M, DEM rccc~vrtf I .R( $4 I 

cclmplaintr from Fzlgl~fand \ ~ I F ~ F P F  rlf land-yrnbbrng bv Vtetnamerc. Mmt 
nf thc scportq wcrc from !)arlac, lvhcrc nficcri horn thc '73d ni~,ivnn :~nd 
\x.ealthv t'lcrnamew iron1 Salqnn ( ~ n c l u d r n ~  some i'rern~mc~c Fenc.r.~lsr 
wcrr c le~r iny  1 . d  regardlev of- \\-110 cl~rmcrl I[. Thlr l a t ~ t l  rudt war 

pronlpted hv t h e ~ p i n l ~ n ~  price ofcoffeeon rhr Saiyrin market a $  well ar Fv 
~ r c a l t h ~ l  \?remnrnr~ scckiny plnntatrnn~ fiw tflrir rcnrcrnenr. (The inm- 
n~nnder d t h r  Criern.~rnec 23th I3visic)n told me k~e planned t r l  yet l ~ n d  1n 

thc highlands tibr a tetircmcnt plantntiotl. and when I inqu~rcd \vhethrr 1ic 

inrcncit.rI p . ~ l - i n ~  filr the h n d  he-furt latt~ttcd.) Thcrc alro w7crc rnqtancrr of 
Rl~sd? c ~ r i l  wrvants s c l l l n ~  V ~ c t n ~ r n c s c  lnr~d bclongng to vz!l.~p-s ntld 

clans. Twcl clderlv rvnmen sn Rutm Iiorier and Runr~  I'nn Lam \\rho n-crc 
clan land guarcllans (ptl r i t r r )  prllnrrd out that the neartry a ir~tnp  n-ar on land 
hclr~ngin~ to thcrt clanr. as \\-a< thc sprnwling eamr rrf  the SOCI;'~;' d* 
Plantatinns indochinoiscc. The ow-ners of this c=aatc \\.ere In the prc3ccw tlf 
clearing a secnnn nf the (i~t3ce ncar Rurrtt, '7E to SCH C C ~  Cli~rtc~c and 
Vic.tnam~re for comrnr.rcial del-rloprnent. (Thcv did. finally. ayrcc tv ~ i \ - e  
the ladit? hack 3nCb of  the 2,nflil htctnrfi.) There n l w  rverc nurncrouq 
reports c ~ t f a n d - g r ~ b h ~ r ~ ~  in c~ther arcax Near rkilat, rt-oundcd S'lctnantere 
armv vctcrdns mew-ed onro land bc longin~ to Tnupmng Hinu's d.~rtghter 
Rowrte and her Ilu<hand. but F-Iinu got tl-tt. prime rn~niqter to order them 
removed, In Chco Reo. rhe Virtn~rnere pcnch~nt filr takir~p I~nr3 earned 
them thc name "the land caters" .Imcrcig rhc loc+.~l Jnm~. 

To cope n-~th thw atuatiun, Luett r>rgantzed rhe Ct~mrnittrc ttn Rfic~lvc 



Land 
Land 
n ' z  

Disp~ttm. naming h~rnwl!-prcc~clcnt while the Dircctor G n e s a l  of 
Rciorn~ i v a \  wlccted as vice pruxidrnt. and 1-m- 

, " .  .. In cach prm-~ncc thc chief and thc deputy c I i i ~~+  : ~ j r  ?:~::i-::.:r!,~ ,~t*,:!rs 
\q.cr: to deal w ~ t h  l a n d + r a h h ~ n ~ ,  bur oficials such ar Y.1 Yu *s.~hni~, Fb~r.rre 

Yuk. and K'Rnuh ct3tnpIaint.d rhst thc prn\*rnce chi& (all  of rvhorn tvese 

Viemamew 1%-~th the cuceptton of  Y a Ra In Mciku) were not inrrwrted In 
taking Any actton cr~nccrnin~  11rghl.qnclcrs' lands. Frnally. at the enti nf 
t 1. tuetr r n ~ n ~ g e d  m h r i n ~  rhn quertion hrfbrr the cabinet. r~rulting in 
xn order hv the pnme rnlnlstcr char tbrhad anv nczv \'letnamese r-onccr- 

z l m r  in the hi~hlandq. Noncthclc~~, the a b u w  continued. One elderly 

I . f r  , .  L-7,jT :- \ \ ! I !  i-,. :?.L::l: 

T 1,. h : . 8 1 1 ~ d i  I I ! I  l.! 11-lynrtant proitrirnl \ \ t t h  ~vhich L ~ ~ c t t  ant! hi\ crrl- 
lca~~1'5 h,i~i 1 0  C ~ I F ) C  W A C  the R C I T I ~  number o f  rchpees En the h1g1ilanJs. 
Thlr ivds partirul.~rlv rhc caw En I Cory<. \vhcrc remntt. \va% r.~ptdl); 
c r t ~ r n h l l n ~  iollrr\vrng the cl~<aqtrous l a m  %tin 7 I?! campaign rnountecl hv 
ARVN carlv in 1!'71. Between Janunn. and nud-Fctlruary the North 
Virtnamwe rnovc*d ,?I .(MY) ne\v solcl~esr ~tluthward alnnq the Ho Chi 
Mlnh trail, and truck\ wrrr movlnp ~t thc rate of I L'.ISfIn per month. RrFrilc 
an estirnaterl o~~c-third were goinq into Garnbod~a. thC rcm.~inder were 
heading into South Vwtnam. Thic prc)rnptcd C ~ ~ ~ I C C  

o f t h c * I ~ r p ~ t  ARVNeffort~ u p t o  tint t~n~t ' .  IN gs 1: il !, ' 8  T ~ I . I ~ ' ~  L 8 . s T  

crra the H o  CIII Ulnh trail tvirh 16,fK1n rrcrclps (sniluJ1n3 tilr I 1 1 - 7 ,  i!. :I : 
dnd Stirbnrne clrrncnts) and hcavy Lf.5. military wpprrrr. Thc opr.r.ltic>n 
kg211 rrn R Eehru~n. with troop and ~rmored unit5 rnt>t.lng along Rr~ tc .  
C b ,  11rin9 t l~c abandonrd Khc Snnli airstrip for plnncr and hrlicoptrs~. Thc 
Vietnamccc f~3rces rnllrd thrcrqh the Lao Rail paw ~ n d  c.iptl~rcd 
Tchcp>nc., hut tliev were cn\,aq;rclv nrt3ckr.d bv PAC'N urrng Rtlrsian and 
Chincrc rcickrcs. 13(Lm1m .~rtillcnr. and rKrctrvc .innaircraft \venp(\~w thdt 

took a heavy to l l  on Vretnnmcsc and .4mcncan hclicoptcr~. Although 
Thleu procfalrncd t t  J grcat FIICCCW. L ~ r n  Sort 7 11) 1t.11 gencr~llp conccdcd 

rn h . 1 ~ ~  been a dcbaclc for the sovcrnrncnt f ~ ~ r c i r ,  n-lilrtcli ~r~rfc.rt.d yen- 
wrtclu~ lorzm in mcn 2nd equipment.A An .4111rncan A m ~ v  aficcr .r\+ho \va< 

In Khc S .~nh  . ~ t  thc rimc later toid me that Re and nthcr adiriscr< hnd 



reported to their superiors that Lam Son 7 19 convinced them that the 
ARVN was no match for I'AVN. 

The leaders at the MUEM also were disturbcd by a program in 197 1 to 
move from 200,000 to 1 million Vietnamcsc rcfugra from the northrrn- 
most provinces (including the cities of Huc and Danang) to thc wuth, 
raising chc spcctcr of the land dcvclopmcnt days. Nay Luett mct with Dr. 
I'han Quang Dan, the h a d  of the program, who aswrted that thcrc wcrc 
no plans to move any of thtrse refugecs into the hghlands. 

In August 197 1, as the situation in t Corps worscncd, the leaders at the 
MIIEM heard reports that thtr whole northcrn rcrgion was going to bc 
abandoned bccausc i t  could nor bc dcfrndcd. Luett rcasoncd that, if this 
occumd, the Bru and Pacoh refugees at  Cua would bc- caught in a "free firc 
zone" which wodd be hravily bombcd by B-52s. He and his group 
decided that it would bc. necessary to rcscttlc. all of the highlanders in the 
region north of  lhnang in the southrm portion of the highlands. Thcy 
immediatrly drew up a plan for such 7 move and submitted it to the primc 
mi~listcr. 

The plan was immediately oppscd by General Ngn Ilzu and the 
commandcr of the 23d Ihvision, both of .rvhom dislikcd the idea of 
increasing thc. highlander population in lhr lac ,  which thcy saw as the most 
promising part ofthc uplands for futurc economic development. (This also 
was thc province where most of thc gr~irrals werc getting thtrir land 
concessions.) Thc plan also was opposcd by Anha, thc Bru lcadrr, and 
province and district t~ficials in Quang Tri. Accordrng to Touneh Han 
110, these officials knrw that their loss of rcfugees would mean a loss of 
refugee funds and pcrsr~nnrl for thc Kcgional Forces, so thcy influenced 
Anha to opposc the plan. Opposition alsc~ developed in thc prime 
minister's oflicc in Saigon, thereby stalling the moverncnt of the Bru and 
Paco h refugc'trs. 

On 17 Novcmbrr 1971 I had a long discussion with Nay Luett in his 
officc at thc MDEM. He and his group had madc cfforts at fixing up thc 
building, painting it and redecorating the somervhat cavernous rjfiicrs. 
Lwtt had photographs of Oi Anhot, thc King of Fire, Khunjanob thc 
"Ivory King," and Prcsidcnt Thim signing thc 31 August 1967 law. Luctt 
was very disturbcd by highlanders being forcibly relocated without sufi- 
cltrnt reason. W e  cstimatcd that  since 1915 at lcast 65 prrcent of highland 
villages had been rclocatcd f i~r  one reason or another. He linked these 
rtrsettlemcnts with the rccurring schcmcs to move many Vietnamcsc into 



thc highlands and feared the relocated highlanders would lose thcir land. 
He had had dinner with I)r. l l an ,  who had reiterated that no Vietnamcsc 
would be rnr>vc.d into thc highlands, hut rccrntly, at Chco Reo, General 
Dzu had annr~uncd that somc of thcm would bc. scrtt1c.d ill thtr vicinity. 

Luett also was conccrn~d abrlut developing better leadership among thc 
highlandcrs. Thc rcwnt elections had brought Ksor Rot  (3.20) back to the 
stmate. and Y Bling Buon Krong Pang, the FULRC) kadcr, also had won 
a wnatc scat. Y Ilhc Adrong (3. lo), Kcom Anhot (3.1 2), Tounrh 'I'on 
(.2. IQ), Nay Lo, 1)inh Van Roi (a Hrr), and I'cang (a Scdang) all had b c ~ n  
dccted to the lower house. Lurtt noted, however, that  Peang was a good 
example of a highlandrr in a pusition of rt.sponsibility to which he was ill- 
suited. Luctt also was kwnly awarc that thtr MDEM needed more trained 
pcrsonncl. Hc thcn told how he rcccntly had visitcd thc Normal School at 
Ban Mc Thuot to cxhort the stude~lts to work and study hard. Hc warncd 
that any of the male studcnts with long hair and tight " c r ~ u b y "  clothes 
urould bc cxpcllcd. Finally, Luett rclated that hc had madc scvcral rcccnt 
visits to scc  the King of krc and had ordercd a s ~ c i a l  rlcw housc built fbr 
the king in Plei Bahrong to lend greater prestige to hls role. 
Nay Luett had moved into the small villa located on a charming, quiet 

Saigon stm[ that had bccn occupied by Paul Nur. Thcrc was a large 
gardun in which hc had arranged a fish pond, and, hccausc of thc large 
influx of visitors from thc highlatlds. Luctt had built a small dormitory in 
onr corncr of thc garden. In addition to his own family atld ax5ortc.d 
kinfolk, Luctt had two I3ru rcfugcc childrcn who wcrc staying with him 
while they studied. Mcals in thc small dining room had to be sc-rved 111 h f i s  
and pcople slept everywhere. The flow of guests, as was noted previously, 
pscd  a problem for MDEM personnd, so tuctt crcatcd a "social cx-pcnw 
fund" to provide financial support for officials housing ministry visitors. 

Nay Lwtt gcncrally bchavcd diffcrcntly from other mitlistcrs, who 
livcd clcgantly and mde through Saigon streets in large automobilrs drivcn 
by chauffcurs. Luctt's villa was modestly furnished and workcrs sharcd 
mcals at the same table with him. He always insisted on driving thc 
ministry jccp in spite of having a car and chauffeur assigncd to him. 

According trj  Tou~lch t Ian Tho, during the Nur administration there 
was little contact with athcr ministries. Luett and his colleagues tried to 
establish such relations but it was not casy. They brgati to invitr various 
ministers to dinc. with thcm (usually using the house of an  American 
oficial). They thus succeeded in forming better worhng relations with thc 



ministries of Education, Health, and Social Welfare, but not with 
Agriculture. Noncthclcss, by thc cnd of 197 1 chc ministry was fast becorn- 
ing a morc viahlc political entity. I t  now was the center of highlander 
ethnonationalism. 



7 NEW THREA-TS TO S U R V I V A L  

Thc ocw flush of enthusiasm that had accompanitul thc apprlil~tmcrlt of  
Nay Luctt as tlic Millistcr fix I~cvelopmcnt of Ethnic Mintjriticx in JUIW 
11971 was unfortunately to be short-lived. B~olstc'rcd by thcir spirit of 
cthnonationalism. the rnit1istt.r and his dcdicatcd group wcrc able to ctjpt. 

with thc mc~unting host of problcms during the latter half of thc ycar. 
7'hc.i~ courage was sorely trstrd, hr~wcx~cr. whcn suddenly, early in 1!)7?, 
the C:ornnlunists launc-hcd an offcnsivc that won prc>ved to bc rntlrc 
destructiw than any previous rvrnt of thc Victnam War. PAVN fi~rctrs 
cquippcd with Rux~ian tanks threate~ird k i e g c d  Kontum, prompting 
massive B-52 bombings in the region north of thc. city. As the violence 
sprcad, large numbers of innocent villagers were trappcd in thc fighting 
and dird. Thc flow of refugees bccarnc. an inundatiotl as wholr ethnic 
groups wrrc swcpt from their traditional tcrritorics. Soon, throughout vast 

areas of thr highlands. villages stood cithcr abandoned or in ruiils. 
To makc mattcrs worse, the offrnsivc camc at a time when the Amc-rican 

military withdrawal from Vietnam was in full swing, leaving the defense 
of the uplands to the inadcquatc, badly traincd Vietnamese units. As they 
watched the crumbling oftheir hard-won programs and progress, Nay 
Luett and his cnlleagues rra1iu.d painfully chat thc vcry cxistcnce of the 
highland proplc was at stakc. Thc struggle for cthnot~ationalism was now 

eclipsed by thc strugglr fnr survival. 

M E  I972 COMMUNIST OFFENSIVE 

O n  6 January 1972 1 accompanird Nay Luctt. Han Tho, and Dorohim (the 
Cham Director hr Highland Reconstruction) to Quang Tri to visit thc 
Bru rrfugcc camps. We also wmt to Hue, where thcrc wrrr two Hru and 



Pacoh rcfugcr scttlcmt.nts amidst thc vvcathcrcd tombs c ~ f  mandarin hmi- 
lics in thc vicinity of thc largc.. impcrial-stylc tomb of Emperor Minh 
Mang. In both areas, the settlcmcnts mmcd morc dismal than usual in a 

misty. cold rain. According to Fathcr Aim6 Mauvais. the French priest 
living vvicfi thc Bru and I'acoh at Cua. of thc original 7,(K)O who had wttled 
at Cua, somc 6,000 rcrnait~cd.' Groups of yrlung men had gone illto thc 
1Lc.gion~l Forces and hmilirs m-erc moving to Cam Lo or to Huc.. At Cua, 
the crumbling security prevcntcd thc Bru from gathering wood and 
firming in the twarby hills. Fathcr Mauvais 1amc.ntc.d the riw in theft 
among the refugees, a departure from thcir nnrmal pattcrn. Nonetheless, 
in spite of the hardships, the Catholic rnissiot~ hnd cstablishrd a school with 
two Vietnamese nuns and two Hru giving i~istrurtirln (and using SIL 
primers) to bctwwn 120 and 170 children. Scvco Bru boys had b c ~ n  sent 

to thc Ecolc dus Frercs in Hue, whilc t w o  girls wrrt. attending the Ecolc dr3 
Rcligicuscs dc St. I'aul dc Chartres in Danang. At a d i ~ ~ r ~ c r  gixyc~l by thc 
Thua Thir~i  province. chief in an elegant nint.tccr~th-ccntu houw in Hue, 
Nay Lurtt rxprewd his determination to movc all of the Bru and Pacoh 
farther south to 1)arlac. 

On 2 February 11972 1 accompanied Nay Lurtt, Y Jut Buon To (I . I ! ) ) ,  
Nay Alcp (2.21)), and Col. Y Pem Knuol to Kontum, whcrc uyc hund  a 

great deal of tension at  tllc approaching Trt holiday and rumors of a new 
Communist ofLcnsivc. Thc airport was filled with ci~dians luavirlg thc city 
and, as in 1965. thc townspcclpIc wc-rc. piling sandbags in front of thcir 
houm and digging ditcha and bunkers. Chinese merchants on thc mail] 
strcct wcrc closing thcir shops and taking their families to Saignn. Mcn and 
worncn of all ages wtrrc. bring armed. Pat Smith had movcd hcr hospital to 
an old school in Kontum. It  rcscmhlcd a hospital in thc. American Civil 
War (her surgcry was in a dank storrroom). There were more than the 
usual number r l f  paticnts because, Pat explained. thc Communists rvrre 
attacking vi1lagc.s a t  night, burning the houses. They also had bcgun to firc 
on proplc working in their fields. She rcportcd that Rishop k i t z  (who 
<>btaint-cI a great deal of information from his pricsts in thc r~i1lagc.s) was 
expecting an attack on Kontum- 

O n  3 1 March 1972 the Commu~lists launchcd an affcnsivr that was t c l  

h a w  devastating effrcts in the highlands. I t  began with heavy shclling of 

I. Aim6 Mausair. "Lcurc dux hwn chcrs l'ar'nrs. Amir LT I3irniaitrwrr" ! I l r ~ ~ i ~ - l  l:~. Sr~uth 
L'lrrnam. I !~IIU?= 1'372). 



bascs and towns a l o ~ ~ g  the 13emilitnrizcul Zanc. The populaticln in the area, 
including thc Bru and 14cr>ll rcfugccs. began to flcc southward as I'AVN 
units, using tanks, moved rapidly to capture thc fi~rmer Amcrican bases at 
Cam Lo and C;io Linh and the naval baw at Cua Vict, north ofthc tc~wn of 
Ilong Ha. By 3 April refuge= wcrc streaming out of llnng Ha and Quang 
Tri along Routr 1 into the city of Huc. In Saigrm, Nay Luett became 
fi~rious at the news (his planned rcscttlemc~~t had been schcddd to end on 
3 1 March) and immediately began formulating a IICW~ plan to movc the 
Bru and I'actlh quickly. l Ic dispatchrd Binh (1 .%I), the yol~~lg  Bru lcadcr 
(who had inarricd thc daughter of Hiu, a Bahnar teacher), to Hue whilr 
Luett and a group from thc ministry flcw to Ban M c  'lhuot to arrangc For 
scttling the refugccs in 1)arlac. Hc sdccted a site a t  Buon Jat, cast of Ban M c  

Thuot, for thcm. butJohn Vann, thrt CORDS Scnior Adviscr filr I1 Corps, 
objected to it, insisting that thc rcfugees bc rcsrttled in more remow Quang 
Duc province. I-uctt rrfusttd to change his plan, and this prccipitatcd a 

conflict between him and Vann. i Ian 'Tho and Luett went to Hue to find 
that around 1,100 highlanders, practically all of them Bru, had gathcrrd. 
Mwt of those at Cua (including Anha's four wives and thrir chldrcn, who 
wcrc rcporr~d to have hcr-n killcd) had been caught in thc I'AVN swccp. 
Anha was with the Hue group and he had pcrformcd a divination ritual, 
using a chicken. csgs, and rice. Since the signs were unfavorable. hc 
adviscd the refugccs not to go south. Luett and Hinh, howcvrr, convinced 
thcm it would bc hctter, pointing out that the situaaon north of I Iur. was 
becoming very serious. Thc. Bru finally agrecd to leave and bcgail to board 
the Air America cargo plan- arrangcd by CORIIS. 

This was the first rescttlcment projcct sponsored by the MIIEM, and 
cwryone on  thc staff was conmrned that it bc. successful. The cargo planes 
shuttled back and forth bcm-een Huc and Ban Mc Thuot (John Miller of 
the SIL wcnt with many of the flights). At Buon Jat, Rhadi Trur~ng Son 
cadre built houses for rhc rcfugecs (at first the Bru complained that thc 
houses wcrc not "Bru houscs" because thry were Rhadi-style structures), 
and Rhadk from surrounding village rccc-ived thc first Bru refugws with 
food and drink. Eventually 2,300 Hru and a f c ~  Pacoh wcrc wttlcd in 
Buon Jat.' 
N o  sooner had most rlf the Bru bmn airlifted frc~m Hue than the defcnsc 

2. % K ~ ~ y ? ~ ~  T r i c  l>i, CJ~<Y di din ;&-I* B ~ I  1;- Qr#.iiy 'I;! r ~ i o  h r l a  (Hm ~Mintwity Kcwttlcmcnt 
f m n  Qung Trl tt* 1)arlacj {Smgon: Be l'hit--rrih Sic-t+ Air-1 Iinh [ M i n i m v  h r  I~cvcl.clopm~nr ~i 
Erhnic Minclritit- I'ublicariun]. 1972). pp. 1-50. 



lines north of Quang Tri cit!: collapsed. sending ARVN tror>ps and 
civilians flooding down Routc 1 in panic. I'ractically all of thc population 
of 1-long Ha flcd. ])avid Elliott was in thc aharldrlncd city and rcportcd 
string wmc Uru wratldcring aroulid thc silctlt strccts. As thr mass of 
refugcc5 rtrachrd Huc, thc reside-nts of the city also panickcd and bcgan 
pouring dowil Route 1 to wk refuge south of the Hai Van pass in llanang. 
Reserve troops wen- hurriedly sent from the Saigon an-a to the nor thm 
zonc. On 6 April, howr.\=er, PAVN units captured Lor Ninh and attacked 
An Lou, north of Saigon. What reserves still rrmaintd iii thc city (includ- 
ing the R a n g r  battalion guarding the Indcpr-ndcncc Palacc) urcrc rushcd 
up Route 13 to mrct this new threat. With thew dc\~rlopmrnts, thc 
Amrrican Armrd Forccs Kadio in Saigm ant~outlccd that a squadron of 
bombcrs was being wnt from Kansas to Vietnam. 

Whcn thc attacks in the An Loc Loc Ninh area began, many Sticng 
villagers wrrc caught it1 the fighting and large numkrs ofthcm went south 
into An LM to =k rr.filgc. As thc. fighting continued, An Loc was 

surrounded by I'AVN forces who subjected the city to crlnstant shelling, 
assaultir~g it with tanks wvcral times. The Sticng, likc thc An Loc rcsidcnts, 
wrerc unable to get out. Later, Huynh, a Stirng I'rotcstant pastor. described 
hc~w he and his kinfolk huddled in bunkcrs during thc. twrl-mtmth siege, 
only going out to try to get wmr  of the food that was bcjng dropped 
from aircraft. The stench caf  decaying corpsrs lay hcavy ovcr thc. trlrvn 
which daily was h n g  reduced to rubble. Huynh sadly tnld how many rlf 
his relatives died in the stricken city. 

According to Ronald Ackt-rman, a Vietnam Christian Service volutl- 
teer who had an agricultural projcct among thc refugecs at  Dak To north 
of Kontum. the situation had bwn calm during the month of March. Thc 
villagers had bccn busy preparing their fields in the valley for planting On 
2 April they p a u d  in thcir labor whcn thcv hcard explosions marlung thc 
beginning of rc~ckcc attacks by I'AVN against the strategic ARVN fire- 
bases (Charlie, Yankcu., and Ilrlta) that had bccn cstablishcd by thc Amcri- 
can army on the ridge domitiatilig the vallcy and IXnutc 14. As these 
attacks grew more intenw by 7 April, thc highlanders lcft thcir ficlds and 
retreated intu thcir hnuw3. I t  was as if thrir past cxpcricnccs with war had 
prepared them t c ~  xmsc the beginning of a battle. 

Meanurhdc-, farthcr south, PAVN forms captured somc posts a t  An Khe, 
cutting Routt. 11) lxturrcn lYciku and thc coast. On I7 April, a PAVN 
unit attacked what was now called "rocket ridge," owrrunning Fin.- 



base Charlie and scattering its 500 dcfcnders. Firebases Yankcc and Delta 
were immediately abandoned. T w o  days later. on 19 April, I'AVN units 
attacked the former CIDC; Dak Pck camp. At  a press confcrencc held in 
Pleiku on 22 April, John Vann reported that the Communists had com- 
mitred two divisions-the 2d and 320th-ill addition to two independent 
regiments of infantrymen, an artillery regimcnt, and a sapper regimcnt to  
an offensive in tlie highlands that would focus on tlic towns of  Knnt i~m and 
Pleiku as well as on Bin11 L3nh province." 

Suddenly on the morning o f  24 April PAVN tanks rolled ~ n t o  the 
compound oftlie forward headquarters oftlic A R V N  22d Division at Tan 
Canh as othcr units attacked nearby Dak To. The A R V N  troops nladc no 
effort to defcnd tlic post and fled at the sight of thc tanks. Not  long aftcr, 
Amcrican bornbcrs began to swoop over tlic 13ak T o  valley as helicoptcr~ 
attempted to evacuate thc adviscrs. (One helicopter with six advisers was 
shot down.) Soldicrr from thc 22d Division, mixcd with civilians, began 
heading soutliwnrd on Routc 14 in an attempt to reach Kontum. As they 
carried the news that Dak To atid Tan Canh had fillen, pcople in villages 
along Routc 14 bcgan to join the exodus. When they rcnched Kontum, 
fear rhat the PAVN tanks woiild assault the city had already sprcxd through 
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the town. People with automobiles began packing them to go south to 
Pleiku. As the 13AVN units began to move down I<oute 14, H-52 bomb- 
ings rockcd the Dak T o  vallcy, sending highlanders either illto the sur- 
rounding fbrests or  down Route 14 with the swelling tide of refugees. In 
Kontum. more took to the road scx~tl~,  but the fluw ceased abruptly when 
the PAVN 95 B Regiment occupied the Mount Pao pass, cutting the only 
means o f  escape south from the city on Routc 14. 

B~lsy trying to evac~late his scminarians, Bishop Seitz ordered Pat Smith 
to close her hospital. Shc objected, pointlng out that most of the patients 
could not be moved. Dominic d'Antonio, the able CORDS representa- 
tive, radioed NhatranF for an aircraft to take some of  thc patients out. Hc 
callcd for a helicopter for Pat, her two adopted Bahnar sons (whosc parents 
had been killed in a Communist attack on  thcir village), and her Arncrican 
staff. It was decided to lcavc the hospital in the hands of  thc Ballllar nuns, 
Sister Gabrielle and Sister Vincent, and l'at's Jarai assistant Scotty, all of  
whom insisted on remaining. By this time the Communists had begun to 
shell Kontum and the airstr~p from thc surrounding hills. When IJat and 
her group arrivcd at the airstrip, thc scene was chaotic.. Civ~lians of all 
descriptions and soldiers were trying to force their way onto cvcry aircraft 

with 
nds 

A R3hn:tr boy 
fragnicnt woii 
at I'at Smith'r 
llrlspitnl 



landing. Tlicrc. w-crc  hug^, lumbering C-130s and C-123s fdcd with troop 
replaccmetlts, ammunition. and other cargo. hclicoptcrs bringing troops. 
and even Air Victnam DC-3s (thc provi~icc chic-f s wife was sclling tickrrts 
at  vastly i t l f lxrd priws). As they taxied to a halt, the mob rushed forward, 
pushing thc cldcrly and childrcn to thc ground. Thc VNAF helicopter 
pilots w-crc trying to d~argc those gcttirlg on buard, and VNAF door 
gunntrs pushed sclldicrs to the tarmac so that thcy could haul thcir motor- 
cycles (prubably stolen) on instead. Pat and her group scrambled on a 
hclicoptcr aloiig with somc solhers who fi~rced thcir way on board-and 
somctimc. during thc flight stole her bag containing the boys' adoption 
papers. Shells fell on the field. and two C-130s filled with arnmunitiol~ 
wcre struck, killing many of the rchgea  (including some of Bishop Seitz's 
seminarians). Thc Air America C47 sent to pick up Pat's patients quickly 
filled up, but whcn it arrived in Nhatrang thc pilot found that most of his 
passengers wcrc ~oldic-rs who had stripped off their uniforms. 

As the B-52 raids increased north of Kontum, whole ethnic groups 
abandoned thcir traditional tcrritories as Jch, Srdang, Halang, Jarai Arap, 
ltengao, and Bahnar fled. Kek, a young Sedang Icadcr from Kon Horing, a 

large villagc on Route 14 north of Kontum, related that most of thc 
villagrrs packed what they could in thcir backbaskcts and wcnt into the 
f o n t  as the &32s bcgan bombing in the vicinity. As he was lcaving hc 
cncountcrcd a large group of Virtnamcscr civilians from l>ak To coming 
into the village. They told him that they had hrrn on Routc 14 going to 
Kontum hut that PAVN tanks blockcd the road and thc soldiers told them 
to return to Ilak To. They wcrc frightened and t i r d ,  so thcy wcrr. going to 
remain in Kon Horing. Kck went into thc forest as thc Vietnamcsc men, 
women, and children movcd into somr of the abandoned houscs. T h a t  
evcning the Sedang rcfugcrx heard car-splitting cxplosions from 13-52 
bombs from the direction af Kon Horing. The following day Kck and 
some of thc mcn wcnt back intn the villagc to find it completely dr- 
molishcd. and everywhcrc there wcrc ma~iglcd bodics of the Vietnarnr.~ 
refugccs. No one appearcd to have survived. 

In K ontum, the confusion con tinucd as evacuation helicopters bcgan to 
land in a sports stadium near the centcr of the town. Whcn it bccamr 
apparent. however, that thc I'AVN forms xwre not going to attack rhc city 
at that timc, the panic bcgan to subsidc wmc-what. Townspeople rcturnrd 
to thcir houm as great masscs of refugce-most of thrm highlandrrs- 
continued to flood into Kontum. Thc schools and churches wcrc now 



jammed with Jarai Arap, Bahnar, Scdang, Jeh, Rrngao, and Halang 
rrfugees. 'l'ht: Kontum Mission was rapidly depleting its storcs of rice to 
keep them fcd. 

At thc kgnn ing  of May thc situation worscmcd as shells and rclckcts 
began to rain down on thc ccntcr of the town with a new intensity, 
irnmediattrly raising fears of a Communist assault on  Kontum. '1'hc.n. 
according to Dominic d'hntonio, when ilrws spread that thr American 
military advisers werc cvacuating the MACV compound on t i ~ c  northern 
edge of Kontum c l rx  to Route 14, panic again seized rveryonc. I'cople 
boltcd from their houscs and headed fur the airport and thc' sports stadium. 
At the prr~vincc hospital, thc fcw remaining staff flcd, leaving the paticncs 
on thcir beds (their kinfolk tried to drag thcm to the airstrip). Again chaos 
reigned at thc airstrip and in thc sports stadium as both soldiers and civilians 
mobbed the few aircraft that landed. Clutching a few belongings, the): 
looked frantically to the skim in the hope of escaping thc besieged town. A 
Buddhist Itradcr told dlAntonio that hc was  ready to lcad a group of 10,OO 
dcspcrate ft>llowcrs down Route 14 on foot carrylng thcir rcligious flags. 

Vietnamese soldicrs burst into thr MACV compound bcforc the last 
Americans had boarded thrir hclicopters. (lhry had to brandish thcir 
wcapons to complcte thrir cvacuation.) The soldicrs ran around the ahan- 
doned buildings looting hi-fi scts and other posse-ssions left behind. Thcy- 
drank all of thr alcohol in the abandoncd clubs, then vomitcd evrrywhert- 
and went on a rampage of destruction, smashing everything in sight. As 
thc last of Kontum's officials and police left, soldicrs bcgan looting thr 
downtown and shuttered homes. Later. Hiu (1.16) drrscribed how the 
solders camc to Kon Rohai, as thcy 1116 to all neighboring Bahnar villages, 
and pushed thcir way into his hr~use. taking all of the family belongings and 
money. Thcy killed fifteen head of cattle. 

Later I found a handful of Kontum residents who had not left during 
those chaotic days. ?key cxplaincd that they werc p w r  people with no 

money and thcy had no lunfolk or fricnds in placfi like Nhatrang, where 
most refugcrs wcnt. " W e  are pmr, and no one would take care of us," one 

elderly man said. He addcd, "Here in Kontum at least we have houscs and 
small gardens." Hr and others described how they stayed in thcir bunkers, 
and when a sc-mblance oforder returncd they sold somr of their vegetables 
to the soldirrs. 

Meanwhile thc panic had sprcad to Pleiku, wnding an estimated 80 
pcrcent ofthe population down Rr~utc  19 to Qui Nhon or down Route 21 



to Nhatrang. ?'hey rnc~vcd out i11 c w r y  kind of v~-hihicl~. including many 
army trucks thc. drivers of which chargcd a high fee. Chincsc merchants 
wcrc hiring thrx- trucks to carry all of  thc.ir merchandise. and houWhoId 
goods down to thc cnast. I t  was rcprlrted that 50 pcrcrnt of thc Vietnam- 
Itrgional Forces abandoned thcir wrapoes to flcr with thcir families. Most 
of thr civil servants and pc~licc left, and only o t ~ c  doctor remaincd at  the 
province- hospital. 

In Saigon by early May thew was a dcrpt t l i~~g gloom and sctlw {of unease 
at thc flow of bad ncws from Kontum. Quang Tri. and An Loc. In Qu~ng 
Tri the ARVN 3d Infantry and thc clitc Kangcr and Marine units had flcd 
aftcr burning thc city whrn PAVN units with I T  76 tanks began to enter. 
Almost thc entirc population had flcd to Hue and thcn to Ilanang, which 
was now jammed with refugees. Hut thc attention of the Saigoncsr was 
fbcuwd morc intimtly on An Loc, whcrc' new fighting was erupting along 
Routs 13 within fitig kilometers of thr capital. Saigon was swrcpt with 
rumors that the Communist forces wcrc preparing to attack thc city or 
subject it to massibyc rocket and artillcry barrages. Everyone was talking 
about a large force of U.S. Marines standing by on Scvcnth Fleet ships off 
thr mast preparing tu land in Victnam. -1'his was not true. 111 fact, the 
American military withdrawal was continui~~g at an unabatcd pace. (Thc 
30 April figure of ;f.+.iM remaining American military dimirlishrd to 
37.1 29 by thc end of MaY.l4 

Thicu proclaimed martial law and askrd thc National Assernhly fr~r 
cmergcncy pnwcrs. A stringent curkw was sct for Saigon as thr university 
and other ir~stitutions of highcr learning closcd. 'The draft agc was changrd 
to makc mcn brtwmn thc agcs uf seventeen and forty-thrtrc. subject to call. 
Prices w-erc rising, and thcre was a rush for basic hods. All bars, nightclubs, 
and other placcs of amusement wrre darkened. Nonetheless. the American 
Women's Association announced that it would hold a f a h o n  show (with a 
"Far East" thcmc) in the Champs ElyJe Room on the top of the Hotel 
Cmabyellc, and at the Saigon city hall thrrr was an exhibition of llada art. 

At the MIIEM, the staff workrd feverishly on plans to rcmove the 
growing numkr (now estimatcd at around I.i,000) ofhighlaridc-rs caught 
in the city of Konturn. Nay Alcp (IL.29) reportcd that he was unable to 
obtain any aircraft to take thcm out, prompting N a y  Luctt on I4  May to 
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consult with John Vann. Vann informcd him that he had already taken 
20,000 Vietnamcsc out of Kontum and could do  nothing for the hi+ 
landers because thc American cenior provincc adviser (a colonel) and thc 
Vietiiamcsc province chief claimcd that the highlanders did not want to 
lcavc Kontum. The prnvincc chief was going to organize them to defcnd 
the city against at1 expected PAVN a5sault. Furious nt this, Luctt went to 
Konturn where he was greetcd by Jch, Halang, Sedang, Rcngan, Bahnar. 
and Jarai Arap refilgres who tc~ld him they were anxiouc to leave becausc of 
the heavy fighting and shelling. Luett rcturricd to Pleiku for a confrcln- 
tation with Vann. Lwt t  rclatcd to me that lic lind told Vann that hc , Luett, 
was not afraid of  Vann, Abrams, Bunker, or  Nixon. Ilc said to Vann, "I 
will praise you for thc good you d o  and condrmn you for thc bad." 
Afterward Vann and General Nguyen Van Tonn, thc 11 Corps command- 
ing officer (wliosc rolc in a cinnamon scandal in Quang Ngni provitice had 
earned him the name "the Cinnamon General"), arranged for aircraft to 
takc the higlllanders to Pleiku. Unlike the Victnalncsc (who stormed the 
planes atld helicopters), thc highlanders lined up In an orderly fndlion, 



putting the elderly and childrctl cln thc aircraft first. By 1 7 May somc 8.000 
highlanders had k n  airlifted from Kontum to I'leiku. 

'1-he fidlowing day I went to I'lciku with Nay Luett, K'Briuh, and some 
USAID officials. Chinook cargo helicopters were shuttlmg between Kon- 
turn and Pleiku and the strcams of highlanders wcrc being moved into old 
military compounds and schoclls. Since thcrc wns thc possibility of a 
Communist assault on l'lciku, Luctt told thc COl<I)S officials that hc 
rvantcd the refugees moved tu Ban Mc. Thut~t. Thc Americans rmpondcd 
that therc were no aircraft availahlc- hccausc the Communists had blown up  
thc larsc ammunition dump near the airstrip and all of thc plancs wcrc 
nccded to fly in newr supplirs. Wc visitcd ~ h c  rcfugcc centers and it was 
clcar that they soon wodd be inadcquatc.. Thc buildings alrcady wcre fill~d 
md thcrc was not much spacr lcft for morr. tcnts. Firewood was lacking, 
and water was a problem because the tains had not yct hcgun. To makc 
matters wtxsc. thc IYriku city water trucks had gone to the mast with the 
exodus ofthc. pr~pulation. A l t V N  watcr trucks would only serve the army. 
Most of the rtfugcm had fled thrir villagcs st) rapidly that thcy wcrc ablc to 
take very- fcw- pcrsclnal possessions so that many lacked blankets, buckets, 
m d  slecping mats. Fortunawly tllc ethnic groups tended to remain to- 
grthcr as did villagc groups, so there was mhcsion and lcadrrship, both of 
which madc it casicr to organizc rcfugrc relief. 

At thc. first cnmpound, a dilapidated former ammunitions dump, I met 
Krk, thc Scdang leader (who related thc. story of thc. bombing of K o n  
Horing). l'at Cohcn's Juh linguistic informant alal  was thcrc. with his 
family. In thc scrco~ld cenwr-a school-l encountrrrd Hiu and his family. 
They had just amvcd from Kontum with what few belongings they had 
left a h r  thc ARVN looting. They seemed dazed. and Hiu was very bitter. 
Tracy Atwood and lrv Harnbc-rgcr wcrc workins with a group of young 
highland Icadcrs, including Nay A1c.p and Y 1)u Eban (3.21). to provide 
rice for the rtrfugcc-s. ThcJarai Son Thon Cadre (as the Truong Son was 
now calld) alsn wrcre assisting, pitching tents and distributing blankets. 

Normally bustling I'lciku sccmcd strangely quiet. Most houses and 
shops wcrc shuttered and 1ockc.d. Thcrc. wcrc st~ldicrs wandering around 
the center of trnvn, which wc were advised to avoid because of  lack of 
order and rampant thicvcry. (f-Iambcrgcr had had thrcc watchcs pulled 
from hs wrists u'hilc driving with thc window open.) Atwood rclated that 
when panic struck Plt-iku and the flight besan, pnccs soared. In thc market, 



a woman quc~ting a vastly inflatcd price for a sack of rice was shot in thc 
head by an angry soldier. Soldicrs and civilians who remained in I'leiku 
were brcaking into houscs to squat in thcrn. Somc of thc remaining 
American military installations were locked and pardcd aftrr 2,300 of the 
2,800 military personnel in I'lriku werc cvamated as the situation in 
Kontum wtxwned. 

Pat Smith had been given a ncw wing of thc province hospital. where 
with thc assistance of Ronald Ackcrman and Bill ROSL' of the Victnam 
Christian Scrvicc and 'I'om Colcs, a former Special Furces mcdic who had 
bccn organizing a Villagc Health Program in Krlntum, shc was setting up 
her rncdical practi~r. Some of her patients were being airlifted from 
Kontum, and she alrcady was trcating some of thtr refugees. 

At thr urging of Atwcx~d and Hambrrgr,  1 went to see Vann about 
trying to obtain some cargo planes to fly highland rcfugc-es south to Ban 
Me Thuot. In h s  wood-paneled oficc on the hill where the I1 Corps 
headquarters was located, Vann sc-rmed agitatcd and defensive concerning 
his position regarding the highlanders in Kontum city. Hc claimrd to havc 
received fif'cccn rcpr ts  from thr Vietnamcsc province chiefsaying that the 
highland rcfugm-s preferred to rcmain in Kontum. Furtllcrmorc-, because 
of an impending attack on Kontum, hc c r d d  not bc. bothered with 
rc.fugces. I replid that, as the senior adviser in I1 Corps, he was rc-ponsible 
fix them. Ilcsidc=, I added, many of them w-err refugees hccauw of the 
k.52 bombings which he, Vann. had ordcred. l lc  replied that there werc 
no availablc aircraft but that thcre was a convoy of trucks going to Ban M c  
Thuot in thc morning and thc rrfugres could go on the convoy. 

Vann then wcnt into an explanation of his uw of thc H-52s. The 
Communists, he said, had lost the war a t  Tct. Now they were resorting to 

conventional warfarc using tanks. and the E525 xvcrr the only mcans to 
deal with such a SKratCgy. He stated that "Kontum will brrak thc back of 
the North Vietnamese army," adding that "in six months there will be 
no more North Victnamesr army Icft." Van11 asserted that hc inteiided 
achirving hs goal through thc H-.'iPs, and whcn I objected. noting that hc 
had no intelligcncc o n  the ground north of Kontum, he retorted that hc 
gained the information on Communist positions by sending helicopter 
gunships into the arca. At night thc gunships had spotlights to "draw fire" 
from the PAVN. thus revealing thtrir positions. Vann would thcn quickly 
plot a "box" (a one-bv-two-kilorncter zone) that the l3-32s would saturate 
with bombs. Hc claimed to havc scrn North Vitrtnamese troops dead and 



Scdnng and Ilnhnar rcfugccs oti s convoy frclni I'lciku to Bnn M c  'I'huot during thc 
1972 offcnsivc 

woundcd among the craters following some o f  the raids-so hc called in 
napalm on thcm "to put them out of  their misery." All of  this was 
necessary, he continued, because the Vietnamese ground forces in the 
highlands werc insufficient and inadequate to cope with the situation. I 
pointed out that, beginning with the FULRO revolt, the highland leaders 
had repeatedly asked for their own forcc to dcfcnd the tlplands, bccause 
they were convinced that the lowland Victnamcsc could ncvcr fight for 
what they considered an alicn region. Vann, however, reflected the view 
common to the American lcaders in Vietnam that it war hopclcrs to expect 
thr Vietnamese government to ever agree to such a plan. 

Since the rcfi~gces in the ammunition dump wcrc living undcr the 
worst conditions, it was agreed that thcy would bc thc ones to leave on the 
convoy. Thc following morning, as we made preparations, it was clear that 
the mqor  problem was thc lack of watcr. (Pat pointed out that the 
highlanders dehydrate rapidly, causing death.) Atwnnd and I went to Lake 
Tenneung-in the waters of which, according to Jarai legend, a Cham 
army had once been drowned-north of Pleiku, but we found that the 



only city water pump was not working. Many of the highland rcfugres 
were there fccching water, but they wcrc afraid to bathc in thc sacred lake. 
W e  returned to the compclund, where thc rcfugces reluctantly were 
preparing to leavc (they feared going farther from their villages) and some 
of the Catholics knelt to say thcir rosaries. Nay Luctt came to assure them 
that when the situation improved the MLlEM would transport them back 
to thcir villab~s. Meanwhile I wcnt out on thc road and stopped two 
ARVN water trucks. promising the drivers money if they would dcliver 
water to thc compund.  Just as thc convoy arrived, the t w r l  water trucks 
careened into thc cornpourld with plenty ofwater for all. (Kck had told the 
refugccs to get out all their containers.) 

Atwood wcnt with the convoy. which would take eight hours on 
insccurc Route 11 to reach Ban Me Thuot. Nay Alep and I took a 
hclicoptcr (we- flew over the convoy and the children wavcd a t  us) to Ban 
Me Thuot to make preparations. Nonc af the panic in Kontum and Pleiku 
had affected Ban Me Thuot, which seemed almost surprisingly normal. 
Wc alcrtcd the province chieE Y Jut Bum To, the MIIEM represenrativc; 
thc l'rotcstant Mission; and thc Catholic sisters. Thc provincrt chic.fordcrcd 
the Ilam San (former Truong Son) camp just cast of Ban Mc. Thuot (ncar a 

clcar strcam and a thlck fbrcst) tt, be prcparcd. Whcn the convoy arrivcd, 
the hot. dusty, and sick (from thc jiggling ovm the bad road bed) refugccs 
got off thc mcks to receive hot h o d ,  water, and rclief gmds from the 
provincc chief and hs family, the Boy Scouts, thc Catholic sistms, thr 
Vietnam Christian Service, and Betty Mitchell of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance (whosc husband Archie had bc-cn captured at thc Irprr>- 
sarium in 1962). Y Jut had rtlunded up somc young hghlandcrs n h o  were 
thcrc to help the refugccs get wttlrd in thc buildings. Somt. of thc rcfugcs 
immcdiatcly wrc-nt t o  bathe in thr stream, ~vhilc many of the women 
gathcrcd wild greens and mcn brgan to chop wood for fin% and fish traps. 
The different ethnic groups separated into thc. various buildings. 

When Atwood and I returncd vcry car]). thc following morning, thc 
refugees wcrc busy getting scttlcd. Same were roasting fish they had 
caught in the stream, and others were foraging in the nearby wwods. Kek 
said that they wcrc happy to be away from thc burnbs and shooting. There 
had k n  some grumbling, howe\rcr, about having thc Halailg in thc camp 
bc-cause they had the reputation ofhaving powerful sorcery and witchcraft. 
Scvrral Bahnar claimed that they had wen a discmbodicd head floating 
through the night. I suggcstcd to Kek that hc organizr a ritual to copc with 



such a phcnomcnon hccausc there was no possibility of moving the Halang 
ou t  of thc camp. As wc walked through the camp, urc camc upon an 
cldrrly woman with sagging breasts, cataracts cln bnth eyes, wearing a 
dusty skirt. She lookcd up and smiled as shc churned the earth with a hoe to 
plant kcrncls of cr~rn. 

In Saigon, at thr MI)EM, Han Tho reported that fighting it1 other arc-as 
was genetating additional highlander refugees. At Chco Kco thcrc- XVCYC 

around 5,000, and a crowd of 3,000 Stieng had converged on thc Long 
Thanh Orphanage close to the sprawling, cmpty Long Binh American 
military bar  r~utsidr. of Saigon. Some 1,600 Chrau-speaking pru~plc. had 
moved into Phut~c Lc (Baria) east of Saigon. I got in touch with Mildrrd 
Colantonio and Marilyn 'I'ank ofthe American Womcn's Association, and 
thcy immcdiatcly madc plans for rcfugc+e rclicf for the hlghlanders. They 
werc told by an oficial at the Ministry for Social Welfare that the ministcr 
would be happy to have them provide rclicf for the highlanders because he 
intended devoting thr ministry's efforts to thc Victnamrsc in Danang and 
Hue. The two ladies &icicntly collected cloth-, mats, plastic buckets, 
canncd milk. dricd fish, and rice, booking Air America cargo planm to 

deliver all of it to the highlands. I accompanied most of thc flights to see 
that thr goods got to thc rcfugcrs and were not delivered to thc provincc 
warehouse (where they would havc k n  sold out thc back door). 'I'he first 
flight. on 2-1 May, wcnt to Plc-iku, where Atwood and I fambcrgrr had 
arrangcd for a group of young (pro-FULRO) hlghlanders to organize 
distrihutiotl in the rcfugcc ccntcrs. The task was madecasier by thr fact that 
those from thc samc killagc and cthnic group tended to remain together. so 
they had somc group structure with leadership. Thcy wt1rkc.d out an 
equitable distribution ofthe available goods (c.g., ifa family did not receive 
a bucket, it got more slccping mats). In typical highlander fashion. thcy 
also sharcd nrrdcd goods. 

When thc cargo planc arrived in P l d u ,  Atwood informcd us that 
Kontum was undcr attack by the PAVN. ? l e  defense ofthc city was in the 
hands of somc c.lemc-nts of the 23d Division and somc 2,(M)O highlanders 
who had bwn organized into a defcnsc force. The attack had begun with 
hcavy artillcry shelling followed by upper ground assaults o n  the western 
portion of the city where Pat Smith's hospital and the Kontum Mission 
hradquartrrs were bcatcd. The highland refugccs still in Kontum huddled 
in church compounds and schools xvhilc the fighting raged around them. 
Sister Gabrielle related later that  some PAVN troops came into thtr hospital 



looking fbr Americans. but she told them that thcrc were only poor, sick 
ptr~plr in the wards and asktrd them to lcavc.. 'They did leave, but soon 
therrafcer the helicopter gunships began to swoop over the building firing 
rt,ckcts. Artillrry shells burst nrarby as the nuns and Suotty got all of the 
patients under their beds. Heavy fighti~lg took place all around thc hos- 
pital. Sistcr C;abrirllc workcd in thc. surgery, oprating on wtlundcd 
civilians and soldiers who were carried into the hospital. When the fighting 
reached its ~ a k .  shc and the othcrs rcmainrd on thc floor. "We all prayed 
very hard," she said. "and God heard us." While every building in the 
vicinity was either badly damaged (as was thc Mission hcadqunrtcrs) (or 
totally dcmolishcd, the hospital was almost untouched. 

O n  27 May I wcrlt to Ban Mc Thurlt with N a y  Luat and -1'ounc.h H a n  

Tho. Wc urcrc mct by Y Ilhuat Nir Kdam, Y Jut Uuon To, and other 
KhadC lcadcrs. All r ~ f  us went to  Buon Pat] Lanl to pay our rtxpects tr) Y 
Ulirng Hmok, whtw sot] had just bwn killrd by some Vietnamc.se solditrs. 
That uvulling all of thc highland lcadcrs gathcrcd in the village to discuss 
the organization of a highland military force. The highland lcadcrs wcrc 
very ~clnccrncd about thc failurc of AIt  VN to mount an ~Erctivr dctknse 
of thc highlands, r~=ul t ing in c=ast disruption and destruction because of 
thr rclialicc. tin U-52s. Lurtt ~ l s o  was angry at  thr convcrsio~~ of thc CIIIG 
camps into ARVN Ranger posts and what hc considcrcd tllc rnisusc of 
highland troops. Earlier in May the highland troops at Hcn Hct. n c l r t h ~ ~ ~ t  
of Kontum. had revolted against their Vietnamese officers just as a PAVN 
assault on the post was about to hcgin. (They nontrthcless fought wdl. 
withstanding two ground attacks and knocking out t a o  tanks.) Also. as 
thc siege of Kontum dcvclopcd, Gcncral Nguym Van Toan, thr 11 Corps 
comrnandrr, orderc-d highlanders to be wnt from some o f  thc bordcr 
(former CIIIC;) camps to open Route 1.1 bctwcc~l l'lciku and Kontum. 
Thc I'AVN was wcll it~stallcd a t  thr Mount l'ao pass with artillery. and the 
highlanders wcrc mlt up thc road withnut any ~ r m o r r d  p r t ~ t ~ t i o n  or air 
support. Somc oi thcir units lost as many as .?O prccnt of thc men. ~ n d  
many began to desert. O n r  senior Amcrican adviser 111 l'leiku dcscribcd it 
as a "meat~r inder  operation." O n  22 May. just bciorc thc  P A V N  attack 
on Kontum, Nay Luctt had a g r d  with thc prime mi11istc.r to organizc 
2,000 highlanders in Kontum into a definst. force, but ARVN would only 
givc each of them a carbit~c and cighty rounds of ammunition. 

On 1 Junr 1972 Van11 rnct with thr press in Plriku and announced that 
thr PAVN, which still hcld tnr<> military compt,utids oti thc. nc>rthr.rn rdgc. 



of Kontum, had lost "phase one" of thcir campaign. I Ic cmph~sizcd the 
importance of Amrrican air support in turning thc tidc of battle against 
I'AVN. hl addition to B-52s, &ere also w-crc U.S. Navy planes that 
droppcd "smart bnmbs" (with tclcvision now camcras for accuracy). Val111 
was making daily trips from I'lciku to Kontum in his hrlic-optrr to direct 
opcratim~s. Cln 9 June thc hclicoptcr crashcd, and rwryonr. on board was 
killcd. Soon after, thr PAVN units withdrcw from Kontum. 

111 carly Junc thc n u m k  of highlander rcfiugccs conti11uc.d to increase. 
There were still an estimated 10,000 in Kontum, 10,000 it1 l'lriku, 7,000 in 
Ban Me 'l'huot, and 11,000 in Chco Rco and I'hu Tuc. Kcfugcrs \wrr c w n  

cotlvcrgil~g or1 somc of thc small pclsts. At Ik-n Hct, for rxanlplc. it was 
wpr tcd  that a French priest, Fathcr Bcyswlancr, led 136 Sedallg villagers 
(man!: of them wounded) into thc post aftcr t hd r  village had d - n  attacked 
by I'AVN.5 Nay Lur'tt reported that thcrc wcrc 1,000 Jarai refugem 
outside the Iluc Co post in Plriku province. In addition, thcrc were an 
~~~~rr .por t r .d  11urnhc.r of highlanders whrl had mkcn rcfi~gc in the f c ~ r c s t s  and 
thc mtlrr. rrrneltr parts of the mountains. 
Mrs. Tank and Mrs. Colantonirl continued to prtjvidr. rc.hgcc. supplies. I 

accompanied thc flights. In Plciku, Atwtjrld and Hambergcr sawr to the 
distribution of  thr gorlds and. at Chco Itctl, Ed Sprague and Rcom Ali 
madc surc that thc rcfugc-cs in meme outlying areas received some of thc 
supplics. Nag Luctt accompanird one shipment to-Ban Me 'I'huot. hclpitlg 
with thc distribution. Now with thc Kontum airstrip open, wc brought 
supplic- tc-, thr shattcrcd town (which was still berng shcllcd). and Ilorninic 
d' Antonio providcd trucks tn carry goods to the crowded school yards and 
church compounds. One planr.load was delivered to I'at Smith's hospital 
whcrc. food was badly needed. In the rain, Knntum had a dismal air. The 
whole northwestern portion of thc town was in ruins, and buildings 
around thc markct wcrc damaged from the shelling. Thcrc wcre gaping 
holcs in thc Kontum Mission hcadquartcrs, and the MACV compound, 
which oncr rrflc-ctcd military order, was now in shambles. The Com- 
munists had their cannons in the nearby hills, and they would fire volleys 
of shclls into the town. Evcryunc could hear the guns fire and would wait 
to hear where the shells were landing kforc falling to the ground (if thc 
explosions wcrc close) or going about thrir business (if they m-crc far 
away). At the Bach I h n g  restaurant, pcoplc pauwd in thc midst of thcir 



meal whcrtl a vollcy wac heard. l'at Smith admitted tlint whcn she waq in 
st~rgery tlic sounds of the guns firing madc her a bit ncrvouq (many of thc 
shclls fell in thc vicinity of the hospital). 

Iluring the fighting in Kontum the 23d Division set up a command post 
in Pat's hospital outside of town. It had becn wcll maintained after she was 
forced'to move into the school in the city following thc Tet Offcncive. Pat 
had proudly showed me her new kitchen and a thriving garden being 
tended by highlanders. Shc also had a fine stock of  cattle and pigs, 2nd 
masses of  chickens. The  hospital soon would bc almost sclf-sufticient in 
food. Claiming that Pat was anti-Vietnamere, the ARVN officers en- 
couraged their troops to loot the lio~pital buildingr and smash what they 
could not take, such as thc x-ray machines and rurgical Inmps. They killed 
all of  the animslr and destroycd the gardcns, after which they put mines in 
them. 

For most of  the highlanders the refugee campr were a ncw and some- 
what bewildering experience. In normal times the highland~rs are self- 
sufficient people who satisfy all of  thcir own basic nccds. With only a fcw 
exceptions. in the camps they had no  land to farm, no strcnnls to fish, arid 
no  forests to supply them with wood, bamboo. and rattan for artiLlcts. 
They werc forced to dcpend on outside agcncies for almost everything 
from rice to plastic mats for sleeping. Nonetheless. whenever possible they 
plantcd small gardcn~ among the barbcd wire surrounding thc camps. 



Thcy also walked long distances !kr fircwood and wild fruits and vegeca- 
blcs. Thr Jarai Arap womctl had carried thcir huttles in thcir backbaskcts 
when thcy flcd their homes, and they kcpt busy weaving. Thcy wove 
particuhrly i~~turcsting cloth with a mixturc. rlf traditiclt~al and int~ovativc 
motifs. Thc lattcr wcrc based on the contumpclmry situation. As one 
woman put it, " W e  wravc what we see around us." Thhr cloths, in cffict. 
werc chroniclrs, and in mid-1!172 they wcrc depicting various kinds of 
hclicoptcrs (Chinooks. I lucy gunships, and thc bubble-likc Kayuse), jet 
fighters, army trucks, bombs, strange pop lc  the womcn identified as 
"Americans," and a scene that the). said was "a group of Jarai waiting t c ~  

set on hclicoptrrs" (they uscd 1 variation of thr Victnamcsc word for 
hclicoptcr). One woman found a U.S. Navy mail ordcr catalogue from 
which she reproduced a row ofJapanese wrist watches. Anothcr woman 
WI~VC thr names '~udy''  and "US.  Army" without having any i d r ~  what 
they mrant, but shc explained that shc "likcs the shapc." 

I>nring this time thc sicgc a t  An Loc continued. Early in June word 
spread through thc ruined town that Koute 13 was o p n .  Around 10,CK)O 
desperate Victnamrx and Stieng civilians emergcd from their bunkcrs 
and, picking thcir way through the rubhlc and the burned \?chicles. movcd 
in 3 mass down thc mad. Somr. were cldcrlg, and there wcrc many womcn 
with small childrcn and babies. Somc y o u ~ ~ g  boys and girls whose parcnts 
had bccn killed camed their small siblings strappc-d to their backs. All of 
them WCK cakcd with red dirt. Ignoring the continuing fighting, they 
walkcd to Tan Khai, elc\=cn kilomrters to the stjuth, where they werc 
stopped temporarily b y  PAVN troops. 'I'ired and hungry, they pushed ion 
to Phu Cuong (Thudaumot) whcrc there werc rcfuyr centers. 

O n  .'I June I encounrcrcd a large group of Stieng fending their way 
thrrlugh the tangle of mt>torcycles, pedicabs. and cars in ccntral Saigon. 

6. Ilr. Mattick-llc Gitiinpr. R ~ m r c l ~  Awsrrintc L u t h c ~ a  Asim TL-xtik-s at thc ~1;txriIc 
k l ~ ~ u u m ,  Washington. I1.C.. did the h l l t~wing  ~ r t . ~ l y i s  rlia plr.cc ot-J~rai  Arxp cloth. 

Ib i s  IS a11 311 cormn w ~ r i l ~ h - n ~ t h  which has a tubular h r m  created bg ro3uriliuum warpcknucnts. 
Its w . ~ r p i d  plain W L ~ \ = C  stnmurv co11mtn5 narrow- w-arp rrtipn of cornrntwi.~lly spun and 
brightly d p d  yarns which altcrnatc with brcud hnrls  of b h k .  handspun )-ar115. Additional 
cr~lr~rcd s t r i p 3  ctlnrrnttate about rww drcurar i w hands on r~~ cJw cofthe cloth. Thc con~ri~rrcial 
?xms nf thr w.~rp are Z--spun 2&plic1l-S .~nrl thc handspu~~ .wt- GnPIe Z--spurt c lc rn~nr~ .  H l ~ r k  Z- 
spun 2-plicd-S yatrrs alw makc up tlic wtfr. The uutrrmorr dcrorativr. bald shomvs .I a l i i t r  err 
black diamond patrrm that ir crearcd by whit%- ?;Jnls mtcrlaring in vsnshlc lengths ill rhc n i s ~ ~ ~ r r  
of pi:! diamoltd tw-ill. A u r o l d  drc~lratirc smpl- shows miilt~cdun-d figurc-r on a whltc ground. 
I h r w  &>i~rn art- painrl ?;t~ppkmcntaq= w& which arc ct~ntintuour tl~rt>ugh thc width of thc 
whi~haltdandlaidin wit11 thcgrnondwcft w l ~ ~ r i r ~ t ~ r  it) usc. 'lOwarpicm. !#wt-ft;cln. 3% x Mcm. 



They had ~ - , ~ l k c d  ninctr kitometers from the 1-icinirv nf An Loc o\.cr rhc 
fielcl5. a v o ~ d i n y  crnbnttlcd Route I'i. to Saigtln. Thev nrcrc tircd and 
without rnoncv. but the mcn clt~trhcd tlicir ~nachrtes. 1 +irded thcm to ~ h c  
M13E1tl. l~hrrc  Touneh H a l l  Thu  q~ricklv got rhcm h o d  and dnlik. Thcv 
prob~bly wcrc thc f;nt highland rt.il~gce tn cntrr Salgon on h o t .  M n ~ t  of 
chc Stteny reft~gccc ~atlicrrd ac Lur~q T h ~ n h .  ~vhrrt- there nn\v n-..r.crC .In 

mtirnatcd I(..iNk. Wc organ~trd a mo\-cment (7f trucks to tr.111spnfi e v ~ l d ~  
pnt11rrr.d hy Mn CnEnntun~n .qnd Vrr. T.lnk. Pastm Hut'nP~ (whn had 
been i n  An Luc during rhc wge) dircctcd the d~rrrihut~on. 'vl~rrrnc [']at. 

the Frcnch pr~lfrqsor ni lir~yurctics (Vim KIY mer Inn p a g e r  were  he^ 
~pccinlty) .  \vc.nr to Lvng T h a n h  each dny m help rhr Vietnamc~c C~tItrlll~ 

s n t m  w ~ t l r  a f;.edinq propalm for the Sneng cli~ldrt~n 

NEW POLIT lCAL T)F.VELOPM E V T S  

The offensive pn~vokccl fome new political dc1.t.loprnent3 t h a t  tncludcd 
the highlandcrr.!nlted hv the unf~\-orable cum ~limil i tan.  c\-cntq, many ot" 
t t ~ c  exlsrulg parnru arid mo\remetlts r ~ l l ~ c r i  TO &~mr new pnllncat bloc$. 
S m i l  thr blocs were consnlrdared into n new frrcrnt n ~ t ~ o w  putpow \v;l~ "tn 

oppnw Ccrmmunisr ~ ~ y r e r ~ i o n , "  CSn 1 7 Mcll3v I 972 rcprwntanuer of the 
ccntmI and nnschern hi3hlandq. .~l.nnp w~th Chnm d c l c ~ n t e ~ .  met .I[ J 

conference in Nay Luett'r Saiyon rcridrncc. Thc hyhlnnd Ir-.ldr.rc inclucfcd 
Nnv Luctt, Scnarc~r K m r  Rot (.3.'3(1). and torver Mouw rncn~bctr Tnuneh 
Ton (4.11). Rcnm Anhor (3.111). Pc~ng.  NAY Lo, and Dlnh Van Rnt (I-lrc). 
I t  a l w  included I- fir1 n -c Trruprony t l i r~ l t  1 -1 ). 

r!-..r. " :  , ' , , ."  . ! L m  . r !  I ;  I i :.I I 1 14.2). Y M o  Eban (.5.7).  
, . 

t i ; : 1 . , :  I k a h ~ t r .  Al\o ~ricluilcil Llr the first nmc \%-a% a Ram. 

I-lc rv.ir K~tlienz. \vho had hwn born amund 1913 In the viIl~gc of  Pi 
Karong In Quang Nam provfncc. I-lir rntrrhet'r f ~ t h c r  had bccn dcwgnlted 
chtcfol'the 3t.t.a by the V~etriame~c. nnd n.l~en he Jleci thr rncrtIict'r brother 
ma*; gI\ren the same role hv the French. After he too d i d .  R~them dssllrncd 
the pot inn.  Thc Katu wcrc hrced t n  d o  tiFrctn clavr rrf ctlrvPc rach war.  
much of i t  ~r.c~rkiny on the cnnctrucacln c~f Rotitc I 4  through their area. 

lilthem \var ct~ctccd ~nto jo~n ing  rhc French armv. rcrnalnln? rn wrvacc inr 
nine yeam. Dur1n9 that nme theJapan= tr~ok over, and they u ~ c d  the Katu 
as ~ u i d e s  and laborem. Afrcr theJapancst. dt.pattc.d. rhe  Viet Minh canlc to 

"talk againrt tRc Frcnch." but thev fled irrro the more rrrnnte arms when 



the French returned. Kichcm described how in recent ycars the area from 
An Diem to Bcn (hang had bcrn subject to heavy bombing. I ic lost several 
houses and his prcciou. jars. Thcrr had bccn spraylng also, mahng it 
impossible to farm in some placcs. As chief, Kithem resolved conflicts, 
organized hunting groups. rtrstraincd "blood raids" conducted to gct vic- 
tims for human sacrifices), and oversaw tradc with the Vietnamese (the 
Katu trade chickens. ducks, rim, honcy, betel leaves, and areca nuts h r  salt, 
metal, bush knives, axes, wovcn mats, cloth, crt~cks, and alcohol jars). 

At this meeting, the minority leaders discuswd the effccts of  the offcn- 
sive. They all agreed it was important to evacuate all of the highland 
refugees from t b  "combat zone." Thc subject of the refugees was dis- 
cussed at IcnL&, and the Nun@ prcscnt promised that their organization 
would give aid to the highland rcfugturs (they later sent a shipment of relief 
goods to Ban M c  Thuot). 

Early in June the highlanders, Cham, and northcm highland Icaders 
tbrmcd thc Ethnic Minorities Bloc, which joincd othrr political blocs in 
the People's Front to Opposc Communist Aggression. Ksor Rot was 
named chairman of the minorities' bloc, and other highlanders named 
above assumed varirlus roles. The blrlr obtaincd the use ofa villa (that had 
bcen occupied by Ilaniel Ellsbcrg) nrar the Indrpendence Palace as its 
headquartus. On 16July thc bloc hcld a conference and decided to send a 
delegation to Prcsidcnt Thieu to inquire about thc government's position 
regarding thr Paris Peace talks, which had just been rc-umed on 13 July. 
The palace discuuragcd such a visit. As chc effccts of the offensive wore off, 
however, the activitics of the minorities' bloc became infrcqurnt and 
within several months the organization ccascd to function. 

Although this bloc, like the earlier political party for highlandcrs, was 
relatively short-livcd, the rspericncc nf participating in national politics 
prompted somc of the highland lraders to scarch for a common name 
for thrrrlselves. Although they oftcn referred to themselva (cvcn when 
speaking English) as the Montapards, they did not want t r ~  use a French 
term. Y Bling Buon Krong I'ang, for somc unknown reason, suggestcd 
the term "Hintcrlandois." The term "Drga" meaning "Sons of the 
Mountains" was considered but was adjudged too closcly identified with 
FULRC). The Jarai exprasion "Ana Chu," also meaning "Sons of the 
Mountains," was morc widdy favored. Han Tho noted, howrver, that the 
leaders felt thcrc was not sufficient agrccmcnt to settlc on a name at this 
time. 



Early in June 1972 Thieu succetdrd in forcing thc National Assembly to 
grant him "special powers," i.c., almost unlimited pc,urcrs, for six months. 
O n  8 July Thicu announced that the drafi exemption f i x  cthnic minoritin 
was abolished. Nay Luc-tt was furious. explaining that this had b c ~ n  done 
without any consultation with minority lcadcrs. Thiru had uscd trickery to 
do this. According to Luctt, a t  thc palace there were two typr- ofhigh-lcvd 
meetings-thr cabinet rncctings. hcld in the prewncr of thc prirnc. minis- 
ter, and the ministers' mccting, prcsided over by the prcsidcnt. At thc 
cabinct mwting early in June thc rnattrr of drafting ethnic minorities was 
brought up, but it was dccidcd that such a conscription was not nccessaq:. 
Subsequ~ntl~, at thc rnir~istcr's rnccti~lg (to which N a y  Luett was not 
invited), it was agreed that the minorities would bc subjcct to thc draft. 
'I'hieu then callcd Luett to thc palace and explained that, although this 
decision had b t ~ n  madr, no rnitlority mcn would bc drafted. Luett pointed 
out when he relatcd this that, at that very momcnt, ARVN and police 
wcrc going into highland villagcs to round up young mm for thc army. Y 
'Thih Eban reported that villagcv in thc vicinity of Han Mc Thuot had 
organized a warning systcm so that whcn ARVN or the police approached 
a villagc all ofthc young men could flee into the fc~rc3t. N a y  Lurtt pointcd 
out to thc Mirlistcr of Defense at a cabinet meeting that a great many 
young highlanders already wrrr wrving in the armed hrccs, and young 
men wcrc nccdcd in thc villages to help protect them and aid in ecrmc~rnic 
dcvclopment. 

A great cloud of gloom dcsccndcd at thc MDEM. This dcwlopmcnt 
represented another maniffitation of thc govcrnmcnt's indiffcrcncc to the 
plight of the highland pople. It raised more doubts in the minds of thc 
highland leaders as to whcthcr or not they would bc ablc to survive and 
maintain thc.ir cthnic identity. In mid-August I had a long discussion with 
Nay Luett about the situation. Hc rcportcd that thcrc wcrc cstimatcd to be 
around 150,000 highlanders in rcfugcr camps. and hc figurcd that sincc 
1965 some 200,000 highland prclplc. (both civilians and military personnel) 
had died because of the war. At Icast 8.5 pcrcrnt of thc highland villagcs 
had, For onc reason or another, been displaced. (It was notcd pn-vioudy 
that. prior to the 1972 offcnsivc.. vrrc had cstimatcd 65 ~ r c m t . )  Whole 
ethnic groups, such as the Bru, Pacch, Katu, Jch, Halang, and Scdang, 
had been forced to abandt~n their traditional tcrritorics. Thc Bru wcll 
illustrated the effect of the war on one group; whrrras ill 1965 wr had 
estimated artlund 40,000 Bru (see appcndix A), only around 7,000 had 



bren accounted for at Cua and Cam Lo, and half that numbcr had bcen 
flown t c ~  Darlac. Where the othcrs were was anybody's guess. Not one Bru 
village remained in plact and not one Bru hr>uw remained intact; thcrc 
wcrc reports that Bru refugees in Laos were living in underground shelters. 

Nay Luett pointcd out that while thc highland pmple were bcing 
decimated by thc war, the numbcr of Victnamese in the highlands had 
bcc-n increasing. The ministry cstimated that in Kontum, Pleiku, Phu Bon, 
Uarlac, 'ruyen Duc, Lam Ilo~ig, and Quang I3uc provinces there wcrc 
448,349 Vietnamese-a figure vastly greater than the 30,000 Vietnam- 
population reportd for that same territory in 1953.' Should thc prmnt  
situation continue, Luctt addrd, the highland pcoplc will be pushcd off 
their land. Ironically. sorm after, while I was having lunch with Minister of 
the Ecunomy Pham Kim Ngoc, he remarked concerning my interest in thc 
highlanders, "You havc bct on the wrong horse, because wc Victnamese 
are going to overwhdm those peoplc." 

Luett also notcd that rducation in thc highlands, which alrc-ady was 
inadequate, was now suffming cvcn mt~re." Many schools wcrr destroyed 
and tcwhers had flrd many areas, dcaling primary education a scvrre blow. 
Thcrc also was too little progrcss in higher education. In 19ti7 there had 
been only t w o  highland students with the second bacualaureatc and by 
mid-1972 thcrc w-cn. sixtc-en. Only two, however, had been admittcd to 
the Faculty of Lcttm and two to the Faculty of Law. None was acccptcd in 
the Mcdical Schot~l; Y 'Chih Eban's son, Y Luinh Nie Hrah, was qualified, 
but hc was rcjcctrd. 
Nay Luctt pointcd out that another causc for concern was thc with- 

drawal of Amcrican military forces. On 14 August, the 3d Battalion of the 
21st Infantry I)ivision, thr last American mancuvrr battalion, dcpartrd.' 
Hc thcn outlined a scheme that hc and his cr~lleagues had dcviscd to enable 
thc remaining highlanders to survivr. He planned to movc all of the 
highland population into sewn prrwinces (Kontum, I'lciku, Phu Bon, 
Darlac, Quang Duc, Lam Dong, and 'ruyen Duc). This would, in cffcct, 

7. . 4 ~ r r n i r e  des e1fir~-.rsmii<: < C : d ~ h d p .  LIOS. I -~ ic#~mu. 19.5.7 (Paris: Editions Ililt*utrc~l~cr et  Havar, 
1953). p. 3%- 

8. I'rc-niKmsil;c tiK~trc.r supplied by tlu- kl11Ehl indic~rcd thdt ill wvcn highland prc~vincn 
(Konturn. Plciku. I'hu Haw. I h r l x .  Quang 1 3 1 ~ .  1.arn Iknlg. and 'Tuycn I)u~[~x~-ludiu~g Ilalarl) there 
n 2 s  a primary whml  ~ N < * I I T I I L . I I ~  ni:l!).Hb or an cstimaaul .X.5 p m n t  uf thc schuoksc ppul~tion 

(figutcd at 16 pcrccnt ofthc tr3tal pqnilariotl). comparing tavc)r~hly w ~ r h  the rrlrix-cly prlt It~wlxrrd 
pmvince ofQuang Ngai. which had a pxccntagt- tuE3fi.2. hut nut with thc ndriunal pcrcc11t~gcoT83.1. 

9. "La?;[ U.S. Mancuvtr Battalirm In Vlctnam L L > ~ C ~  Its CLdtm." 1 .:wirud fits! Iuirrna~i~wal. 
1-1 August 1979. 



group all of  the highlanders in a more restrictcd arca for survival. An 
important part of  thc plan was that they would bcgin organizing their own 
military force of  50,000 men to protcct this region. He stated, "This is the 
only way we can survive as a pcople." 1 agreed. but I had thr. feeling that 
tllcrc was something desperate about the plan. 

PERCEIVED EFFECTS OF HERR1CII)ES USED IN THE I.IIGHLANDS 

111 October 1972 I off'ercd to participate in a study being conducted by the 
Natlonal Academy of Scicnccs on thc cffccts of  herbicides uqcd hy the 
Americans in Vietnam (the dctnils of my research are sunimarizcd in 

appendix C). During the cliaotic mcwemcnt nf rcfugccc as a rc~ult  c~ f  thc 
offensive. I had encountered some from arcas that Ilad becn sprayed, and I 
was to collect informatron for the study. Thc rnerhnd 1 sclcctrd was to 
locate villagers who had witnessed thc  praying and have thcm relate their 
perceprions to mc. Since they live close t o  nature, the hiphlnndcrs readily 
detect any changes in thc surrounding physical ecology. Normally, such 
cl ian~es are much discusscd among thC villagers in the light of their past 



cxprirnccs. The. causr of a give11 changc in thc physical ecology may be 
dufit~ed as physical (tllcy can idcr~tify nurnc.rr,us kinds ot'blights) or occult 
(such as the wrath of the spirits). In the lattur case. thc judgment is usually 
lcft to thc oldrr, wiscr mcmbcrs of thc. group. Thc ohscrvatic~ns of thcsc 
indir~iduals normally becomc knowlc.dKe sharrd with all mcmbcrs of thc 
community. 

Thc chnmctcristicx of the highlandrrs intcrvicwcd arc listcd in ~ppcndis  
C. tablc Y. Most of the inf;>rmants witnr3scd tlic hcrbicidcs k i n g  sprayd 
(agc~its rvhitc, blur., and orange [which co~itaiils highly toxic dioxin] wcrc 
uwd) and they w-crc ablc to give. dcscriptic>t~s of thr aircraft (either C-I 235 
or hclicoptcrs). Fn~m thc intrrvicws it appcarrd tlrat tllc f i ~ c s t  o r  wmr- 

timus thc srviddrns were t11c targets, althouKl=h spray also somctimes drif'ccd 
into thr scttlcmcnts. Thcrc was 3 dcf  nitc pattern ill pcrccptions regarding 
the effect of the hcrbicidcs on humans in or nrar tht  sprayed area (SLY tablc 
4). Most puoplc rcportrd abdominal pains and diarrhea, with vomiting, 
rmpimtory symptoms. and rashrs alst~ dcvcloping. A fcW said that they 
c.xpc.ricnced dizzitims. Somc of the informants expressed thc opinion 
that thrrc was an unusually high numhr of deaths, particularly among 
children, followi~~g thc spraying. They ~lotcd that small children dcvcl- 
oped skin rashcs and dicd soon aftrr. 

Most respondelits rcportcd widespread dcaths among thcir domc3tic 
animals, notably chickc~ls arid pigs. Villagers also huiid dead animals, such 
as wild boars, it] thc nearby fi~rtrsts. Near somr sprayed arras, dcnd fish rose 
to the surfacc of streams. The fish w-crc hloatd and villagers who ate them 
sufiered diarrhea. Ovcr a pried of wrecks following the spraying, plants 
wi1tc.d and died. In the swiddcns and the kitchen gardens, most of thc crops 
dird; rice plants that wcrc growing livcd. howr;.rvc+r, but did not produce 
any kcrncls. Fruit trc'ts withered. dicd, or failed to bcar cdiblr fruit. 
Villagers whn atc somc of thr partially sprayd fruit or vegctahlrs suffered 
diarrhca. 

Tllc cornprrhc.nsivc report prcparrd by thc Committee on the ERccts of 

Hcrbicidc- in Vietnam was submittrd to the Praidcnt of the Senatc-, thc 
Spcaksr of the House of Rcprcwntativcs. and thc Sc-crctary of Dcicnsc con 
15 February 1974. In his introductory letter to thr rsport, National 
Acadcmy of Sciencrs President I'hilip Handler statcd that 

thc Cornrnittec was unablc to gather any dcfinitiw i~ldication of direct 
damage by hhcrbicidts to human health. 1 Iowewr, to 3 grcatcr extent than in 
clthcr areas, thcrc =-ere ct>nsist~'nr. albrit 13rgrly "rccondh~nd" rrpm from 



Montagm~rds uf x u t c  and occasion~lly fatal rcspiratnry distress. particularly 
in children. Thc in:~hility of thc C:arnmittcc t o  visit the Mant~gnards in tlcir 
own Iilcalcs nl as tu vcrify thew t a l a  is great1 y rcgrt-twd. In 

There was not thc slightc~t cffon madc by this cornrnittce or the 
National Academy of Sclcnces to visit the highlands to dctcrminc if thew 
was any truth to thc highlanders' "talc=s," as Dr. Handler calls them. 

10. C o r t ~ m ~ t t ~ ~  thc EKccts XIKI lcrhic~d~~ i n 1  V i c t ~ u ~ n .  -111r E$k$; <$f It.rb~citks 181 St111th I * ~ ~ ~ I ~ I I I :  
P,nt A S I I I I I I ~ ~ , ~ ~  ~ r r d  U~w-Ir~~i.lrr~ !U'.~rhi~~gtun. I>.<:. .  Pi~riu~inl Aradcmg c~iliornws]. p. x. 



8 BETWEEN ZERO AN13 
INFINITY 

Ir was February 1973, and the pale, dry-season sun shotlc through thc 
French windows, illuminating the fadtd antique gold lettering on the 
bmks lining thc shelves of the study in the Kontum Mission building. 
Bishop Paul Scitz Lancd forward over his dcsk, bringing his hands 
tilgcthcr in a gcsturc. of finality. "Thc future of thc highland poplr ,  
Monsieur, is dark." Thcn he added in an even tonc. "They are betwccn 
zero and i&nity." The meaning was a11 too clear. Wc had been discussing 
the history that had nt-cpt thc highlands since thr relatively tranquil day in 
19.37 when I first s a w  the bishop coming down thc stairs of the rambling 
building. I t  was just before a storm broke, a symbolic cxycr~t in rtrtrospcct, 
for the storm of war in all its fury had ravaged thc hghlands since that day. 

But the storm was not yct cnded and no  one, lcast of all Nay Luctt and 
his colleaguc-s at the ministry, dared cvcn considcr that worn might still bc 
to cornc. With thcir unshakable hith in thc future they labored t c ~  salvage 
thc shatterrd socioeconomic programs. Doggrdly they pursucd their goal 
clf regrouping all of thc surviving highlanders in seven provinces. Nay 
Luctt and his group wrrr cffcctivr leaders. but, as had been the case so often 
in the past, the destiny of thc highland pcwplc was not in the hands of their 
1eadc.n. Thrir future was bring determined by decision-makcrs in the 
world beyond thc mountains. Alrcady unfolding wcre events that would 
result in a rnorc threatening situation than any thc highlanders had faced 
thus far. 

O n  27January I973 the Apecmcnt on Ending the War and Restoring 
Peacc in Victnam was signed in Paris by rcpresrntativcs of thr United 
States, North Victt~am, thr Saigon govcrnmcnt, and thc Viet Cnng's 
Provisional Revolutionary Government. I t  called for a cessation of hostili- 



r m .  exchange nf pncimcrr c~t'n-ar. and ~vitlidmw,~l ilf Arnenc.~n rroc>pr. 
T t ~ c  ceace-ftsc Ivcnt rnto cfict t l i t  i c ~ l l r ~ ~ v i n ~  tlay. but i t  onlv brought drr 

u p ~ u r ~ r  of-fichriny in thc highl.rnds 2nd h r t h r r  rlirrupnuns tn thr popu- 
lanun. At thc cnd c>f March the laqt Amcric,~n troops departed and. wrth 
t h ~ .  Amrnran rtltrrc'xt rn rhc "M~~ntaqnards" xv.~ncd. I h n n g  thc p c n ~ ~ i  
that  fiillo\vrd, thr American drqirt- rtl tli~t~cigagc from the \\-.rr in \'~cmnm 
2vaq manifest in a crn~yrc%r~crn~ hnn 071 an\-  i~irrlil*r U.S. rnrli t~rv sntcr- 
vennrrn ill Sar~thea~t  Anza and n-rnnnu.~llv tl~mlntching n~tlitarr- .u$ tr, 

Sa~con. N i ~ l -  the dnrngnnnt Ccmrnt~nist f i j rcr  In rhr h~ghlan~fs .  PAVN 
pn~rcd mcwr nlcn and .1rmsdn~vt-1 thc I4o C ~ I  Vinh tr.nl. Ilwnns I077 2nd 

I!)?-! rherc were qi7.1lilc rn~lit,lr\. ionfllctc in Kt3nturn. Plcrku. nnil Qntang 

Ijuc ptD\-"cecs. 
Zrlv rhc cnd ni I!); l cflc q t ~ s c  \vx rcr t l ~ r  a mllitarv stinn-dor\+n t n  

\'jctn.~rrr. Ir beyan on f I March t ')7.-* ~ v l ~ e n  I'A\TN I.~unchrrf a n  .itt.~ck tin 

Dan M c  T!?uot. .rx+hich irll in a dat- Thit Icd tr, the t : l t t f i~l  iiccl~lon tn 

ah,~t~dnn F'lnku dnd Kcmtum. r c ~ l n n g  In a d~sactrcwr rout nfrhc yovcrn- 
mcnr t;lrces iron1 the h r ~ l ~ l a n r l ~ .  Thc PIRI'N collaprcd ar the Cumm ~mniqt 

icrr~-~i.r. rolled altcd. Fifiy-tivc rlavs afict thc capture nVR3n M c  Thuclt. thc 
Crrmmunist armlcq cnttrcd S.~i~tlrti. rind thc I'tcrnam War \v.lr cndrJ. 

The hiqhlandr nnw \vcrc under thr nrk nf thc Ci3mmtililstr. hut the 
arttonomy rh,it h ~ d  long hccn ptomiqcd h r  thr rryion bv h e m  s=-.lr nrvcr 
granted. Itarher. in a pattern r r r n i n i r ~ ~ n t  z,ithc Nyn l3inl1 TSlcrn rra. tile 
nrIv Fovcrnrnent lwsan to move rnacsivc nt1mhr.r~ c ~ f  Vicsn~rnc~e intc 

h~yl~land prtrcttlcrr whrlc ~t thc wrne tin-rc rlrdvring reIoc.lnr.rn tli m3ny 

htqhland v~llages. Thc rhetoric af C c ~ m m  ~lntst nclvs rclenwc conccming 
thc. lntter prngrarn \vat like all echo n i  1!157 ~ v i r h  their refc-rrnrcq In 

"h~gl~land nomads bctnq wttleJ in FCtTIIAIleIit I-illaqcs." But. as in lCI?7. 
thcrc 1 ~ 3 ~  3 r d  C O ~ ~ I R ~ I C C  to he rcsiqtnnce nn rhc part c.ih~chl,lndcrc dcrer- 
mined to prewrve t h c ~ r  C ~ ~ F J I C  ~drlititv. M L = ~ I ~ + C T C  of  rhe FULRO, n!nnq 
w+l;ith iotrncr CIDG artd militarv pcnonncl, have Tone into the remate 

Corrutq to form J d i ~ ~ i d c n t  rnuvcrncnt agnlrlrt the Hnnoi rryime. Mc.ln- 
-v- --- 

while the 1 ~ a d t . n ~  such a r  Nay Luctt and P:L.r-:- KmI-lr!r:la,l\rho.\vete . ~ t  thc 
w ~ m f ~ e e  m a ~ t f l  ~ y p  4 1 1 , ;  i I I C J ~ L C - : . I ~ L - C ~  [ t t  r~.  +. ! I I C J C T L ~ ~  

< 3 I , , - 1 . . 1 . . *.t . ) , I [  1 !::I1 l:i>~~h . I T I < ~  L L h L , r  

I?,[ 1: \ c  crc. L~Ilcrl .j?ter  he Ct~rnn~url~<t t~kr.tn+cr. In Cambndla, the  F L ~ L f t O  
leaden -~\-h(r rrmatned in Yhnom Pcnh, ~ncluding Y Ellam Enuc71. Kpa 
Doh. K w r  D11u;lt. and Bun Sur. were caught in thC nightmanzh cvcntt that 

fi~llo~vcd the Khmer Rcru~c entry En to rhr cinr. As a hlgh-mnk~nq oficcr In 



Lo11 Nol's government, Bun Sur was probably executed. but the fate of the 
others is not known. 
So, following the devastating events that h a w  swrpt thc highlands sincc 

1945, the Sons of the Mountains h a w  not only survivcd hut havc dcvcl- 
oped a new pride in thtlr own idrntity. With thc cstablishmcnt of thc 
Socialist Republic of Victnam, hawcvcr. that very identity is threatened, 
and the Sons ofthr Mountains may indccd bc "bctrvccn zcro and infinity." 

TIIE CEASE-FIRE 

On Sunday morning 28 January 1973 at 8 o'dock the craw-fire agrwd 
upon in I'aris w-ct~t into e&ct. In the h&lands it was prrcrrdcd by an 

outburst of fighting as thc Commurlists and government forces attempted 
to capturr. or hold key positions-efforts that were quickly dubbed "land- 
grabbing." On the morning of 27 January. the day btrforc thc ccasc-fire, 
thcrc was a Commu~~is t  rocket attack on Pleiku during which Col. Y I'cm 
Kt~uol was killed. At thr same tirnc., Communist forccs morcd into Huon 
I Io district town north of Ban Mc Thuot on Route 1 I. Whrn AItVN 
attcmptcd to dislodge them with air support, thc Rhadt villagcs in the 
vicinity wcrc struck. leaving 7.000 homr.lc.ss. 'I 'htrr ~ 1 s t )  was fighting at the 
Mount I'ao pass (betwc~n Kontum and I'lciku) and wrst of Knntum, both 
attcrnpts at "land-grabbingw by the Communists. 

I was conducting thr last of my intcn~icvi~s for thc National Academy- of 
Scicncm' herbicide study at this timr and wns in Kontum after the cease-firc 
hgm. Thcre were PAVN trorjps carnpcd on ltoutc- 14 just north of thc 
city (they could br mtl washing thcir clothcs in a stream). and the fighting 
at the pass and west of Kontum continucd. On 9 Fcbruary thc I'AVN 
furct-s rnt~vrd into Iblci Krong, where there had been a CIDG camp. 'fir 

ensuing fighting and airstrikcs fi~rccd the highlanders 111 thc surrounding 
villagtv to flrrc. into Kontum. ARVN was moving artillery into Kon 
Itohnng and an ARVN opration had k n  launchcd to rctakc thc Mount 
Pao pass and opr.n Route 14. Highland refugees also were swarming out of 
villages in that area. In the small Virtnamc= wttlcmcnt near the pass, my 
Bahnar assistant and I cncountcred Jarai Amp who had comc through thc 
mountains to csca r  the PAVN trwps that had ctlrnr. into thcir viHagcs the 
previous day. Thc Communists had tried to force the Jarai tc~ go with thcm 
and, whr-n thc ~illa~gcrs rciuscd, had shot a young man in the head. Hr still 
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was alive, and the rcfugccs wcrc carrying him in a blanket. We sent him to 

Pat Smith's hospital, where he w a s  treated imrnrdiatcly. A week latrr. in 
spite of having a bullet lodged in his skull, hc was sitting up, smoking. 

Kontum, which before the war had bccn a vcry charming town, now 
- 

had a dispiritrd air. Sounds of the fighting to the south and west could bc 
heard. Much of thr city still was in ruins. Most of thc Bops in thc market 
arca were closed, but two restaurants were open and charging vcry high 
priccs for indiEcrent Vietnamese food. Thcrc was no electricity and in the 
cvming ARVN so1dic.n wandcrcd around the main s t r r~ t ,  somr of them 
eating roastcd corn bcing w~ld by womcn near the markrt. Most of those 
who had fled had not returned, and many of those w-ho did rcturn urcre 
preparing to 1eab.e again. I found Nguyen Huu Phu in his small house, now 
empty of furniture. Hr rxplaincd that his family had gone to Saigon and he 
had returned to crdlcct the last of his possessions. H r  shook his head sadly 
and said that they \*-r~uld stay in thc south until the situatio~~ around 
Kontum improved. 

Bcrausc of the rmc-u.Ld fighting folIowing the cease-fire, Pat Smith's 
hospital was busier than usual. Shc was getting highlanders who had becn 
fi~rccd to go with the PAVN during the oEcnsive. Thry had tK-n kcpt in a 
remotr part nf thc mountains east of llak Ti1 and many had malaria as rvrll 
as bcing seriously undcmourishcd. I accompanied Sistrr Gahricllc and 
Sister Vincent to thc hospital that ARVN had looted. We were pleased to 
find the buildings battcrcd but i n t a ~ ~ .  Thr gardcn arca was sdll mined, but 
nevertheless it was apparcnt that the place could bc rcfurbishcd. 

The craw-firc accords had providcd for a four-part commission in 
Kontum. It  would include reprtxntativcs of the South Vic-tnarn~x. the 
American military (a group of four ofhccrs and one enlisted man), a team 
of Viec Cong dcicgatcs, and a rcprcsentative of thc North Vietnamese. I t  
would over= the ccascr-fire in Kontum province.. The building that had 
housed the officers' club in the abandoned (and wrcrkcd) MACV com- 
pound was h n g  renovated as the mccting place for the truce team. The 
rcst of thc shattered buildings wcrc scrving as a temporary ficld hospital for 
thc 22d Division, which was involvcd in the operations at thc Mount Pao 
pass and west of thc. city. Many of the former bcdrr~oms wcrc filled with 
woundrd soldicrs lying on thr filthy floors without mats to kccp thcm 
from thr dirt. 

It was at this time that I wcnt to scc Bishop Seitz and discuss thc situdtion 
in the highlands. We talked about thc future prospects for South Victnam. 



The bishop fclt that thc craw-fire was part of a Communist strategy. Onc 
must remcmbcr, hc pointcd out, that the PRG and the North Vietnam- 
were one and thcy shared thr goal of a Communist victory in the south. 
The North Vietnamese wcrc strong and dedicatcd, but t h y  were tired and 
needed a respite, so they agrccd to the cease-firc. This alw afforded thc 
Americans thc opportunity to leave South Victnam without a disaster. 
President Thicu, Bishop Sritz felt, was too timid and hesitant to rally any 
effccavc force to opposc the Communists successt;lly. The situation was 
bound to deteriorate and, sincc the Communists' strategy- called for taking 
thc highlands first, in a matter of cimcr Kontum, Pleiku, and Han M e  Thuot 
would fall. Standing by the window, the bishop pointcd to the hills north 
of Kontum. saying, "Look, Monsieur, all that ).nu see to the north, where 
so many of thc Americans' battles wcrc filught, is in thc hands of the 
Communists." 

Leaving Kontum, I wcnt to Pleku to conduct the final intcrvicws for 
the herbicide study. Plciku was filled with ARVN troops and th4r dc- 
pendents. Thcre was mom c~f a feeling oElifc hcrc than in Kontum, but the 
town had a squalid air. Most of the bars and stcambaths wrrc. closed, their 
gaudy faqades now faded and dusty. Gone were thc hcavily made-up girls 
with their miniskirts (prostitutes catering to A R V N  did not bothcr with 
such frills) and the petty thicvcs (there was littlc to stcal). The highland 
refugccs wcrc now houwd in a former prisonrr-of-war camp ncar Routr 
14 and in Camp Enari, thc fnrmrr U.S. Fourth Infantry llivision base on 
the side of the sacrcd Hodrung Mountain. Tracy Atwood and his Jarai 
assistant accornpanicd mc thrrtr to conduct interviews. ARVN had looted 
such things as doors and window frarncs, and the dusty wind whistltrd 
through thc buildings. The refugccs wcrc jammed in the small rooms, 
whcrc srnokcr from their cooking fircs blackened signs still announring 
"Mail Call at 0900" and "Movie Tonite at 201K)." 

At Chm Reo the cease-fire had brought calm. The rcfugces were no 
longrr a problem because many of them had mowd back to their villagm. 
Col. Nguyrn Van Nghiem (who had k n  a t  the MDEM) was now the 
provincc chief. He emphasized to rnc how he had becn coopcrating with 
Nay Luctt to make the King of Firc bttter known throughout the high- 
lands. Bclicving that the King of Firc lived in a house that sccmed too 
irnpnverishd for his status, thcy had built him a new longhousc with a tin 
roof. Sc\.rrral celebrations already had been held thcrc. Ed Sprague in- 
formed me that Siu Choi, the King of hre's nephew (and more than likely 



his successor), had disappcarrd. Col. Nghicm claimed that thr Communists 
had captured him, but some of thc Jarai said that Siu Choi had been talking 
against Nghiem in villages, so the province chief had had him assassinatcd. 

The Cheo Rcc~ Jarai had the reputation ofbcing the best musicians in the 
highlands, and Spraguc had obtained some electronic musical instrurncnts 
that some of his young Jarai fricnds wanted. Thcy liked western ruck 
music, and at Sprappc's house in the CORDS compound on the cdgc of 
the trwn (one of thc only places with electricity) thcy gathered to play, 
calling themsclvc-s chc Ayun-Ea Pa Rock Band (named for thc rivers that 
convtrrged at Chm Rm). 'They also played traditional Jarai music, and 
many p p l r  gathered to dance and hcar Ksor Hip (2.3 1) sing. 

The town of Ban M e  Thuot sc-rmed normal. At La Souris Hlanchr, the 
small Frmch rrrstaurant, the planters still gathcrcd to sip drinks, cat, and 
exchangc gossip. 'Ihr only disturbing notc was that somc of thr French 
planters werc uneasy about thc future of South Vietnam and wcrc trying to 
scll thcir mates. The highland refugees wrre being mtjved into new 

settlements with wmc land for thcm trj farm. Thc Bru had been 111 Burm Jat 
almost a year- Somr of them had realized excclknt profits, selling thcir 
crops of vcgctablrrs (maize, potators, yams, and white beans) to a RhadG 
entrcprcnrur who transported the producc to Nhatrang. Thcrc was still 
considcrablc concern among local Rhadi leaders about thc continuing 
encroachment by Vietnamcsc on hlghlandcrs' lands. Y Jut Buotl To (1.19), 
head of thc Ethnic Minorities Bureau in Ban Mc Thuot, pointed out that 
during the past year twenty Victnamew and highlanders had bccn killed 
during land disputes in Buon Ho district. Y Char Hdok, dircctor of the 
Highland Normal School, compared it to thc American Indian situation 
(he had a B.A. frrlm Southern Illinrlia University), hut, he notcd. a t  least the 
Indians had thrir rwrvations. At Buon Ale-A. FULKO leaders Y Pwh 
Buon Krong and Y Dhe Adrong worried about the withdrawal of the 
American military forces. "Who," they askrd, "wd be our rnt~ther and 
father when the Americans lcave?" They felt that chc highland pcoplc 
would be in a worse position than thcy had been during the 1955-1959 
~ r i o d .  Thcy were also concerned about the illegal logging that was 
dcstrrjying much of thc fi~rests and thc unexploded shells and mines in 
some of thc more remote arcas. 

In Lhlat, Trmneh Han Tho was busy organizing the new Highland 
Itclsc-arch Center, Iocatcd in Madamc Nhu's former villa (which even had a 

sizable swimming pool). The center alrcady had a small library. and it had 
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embarked on a project to trarlslate into Victnnmccc some custonls that had 
bccn rccnrdcd by Sabaticr and Antomarchi. Dalat also was thc prt~jected 
site for some foreign investments. I-Ian Tho rclated that an  American 
busincscman and his Vietnamese wife were planning a ranch o n  500 acrcs 
as the initlal phase of a larger becf industry. Tlicy encountered difficulties 
with the provincc chief and thc rcntral government because thcrc already 
had been a proposal submitted by a consortiurn of  Japanese, Amrrican. 
Chinesc. and British biicitiecc intcrcstc in Hong Korlg to build a tourixt 
center on the land. The Vietnamccc wife had contacted Han Tho  and 
K'Briuh to enlist their support for hcr projcct. Shc complained that 
everyone in the provincial and Saigon administrations wanted payoffq. 
I<emindcrq that the case-fire had not yet brougl~t peace to the highlands, 
however, still were in evidence. O n  4 March 1973 SIL staff members 
Ellwood Jacobfon and Gaspar Makil and the latter's clcvcn-year-old 



daughtcr Janic were killed in a Communist ambush whilc driving on 

Route 20 southwest of Ijalat. 
Saigon was removed from thc grim rcalitim of highland towns such as 

Kontum and thcrc was cclnfid~ncc that Washington was committed to 
prcvcnting any rash Communist violations ofthe truce or any attempt by 
the North Victnamesr to mount any military offcnsivc in thc south. Plans 
were &itlg made for a large influx of tourists (who might want to visit 
some of thr batt1c sccncs of the war) and foreign businessmen were 
planning to construct ncw hotels. The Christian Urt~thcrs UI-crc planning to 
establish a new uniwrsity on a site near Saigon. 'Ihc last American military 
prmnncl departed on 30 March. (I sailed for the Unitcd Statcs thc 
following day.) A large. numbcr of American civilian contractors were 
arriving ill Saigon to replace the Amcricarl military technicians, and thc 
sizahlc staff of the Ilefensc A~tchk 's  Clfficc that sponsored thcm was 
moving into the enormous formcr MACV heldquartcrs ncar Tan Son 
Nhut airport. 

Accordirlg to Touneh Han Tho, thc primary concern at  the MIIEM 
during this pimod was thc wttlcmcnt ~Ercfugccs in places whcrc thcy could 
farm. USA111 rcsettlrmc.nt funds, hrlwcx~cr, were not going to thc. MIjEM 
but to otllcr n1inistric.s and to Ilr. l'ham Quang Dan, the Vicc I'rimc 
Minister for Itcscttlement, whose major projcct was movirlg Vietn~mcsr 
refugws from Jlanang to places in the srluth. Luctt and his staffhad to rely 
on thrir own sollrces of money and on the Ministry for Social Welfdrc. for 
such things as tools and paddy wed. Han Tho also observed that thc 
ministry a t  this timc was plagucd with corruption at thc l o u ~ r  Icvcls 
bccausc contractors and suppliers uv-cre paying bribes to gct prcfcrcncc. 

Another serious concern, according to Han Tho, w a s  thr possibility that 
thc government might abandon the highlands. Han Tho himsclf had 
brcomc convinced that this was a rc-al possibility when in 197 1 he had spcnt 
a p a r  at the National War College in Saigun. O ~ i r  of the Iccturers. retired 
Australian Ctlloncl Francis P. Srrc~ng. strongly advocated a strattgy of 
withdrawing government hrccs from the highlands in ordcr to con- 
ccntratc them along thc. coastal plain. Han Tho had stood up to argue 
against this. Nay Luett and his crdIc.aguc.s bclicvcd that the views of Scrong. 
whom thcy feared might haw somc influunce in the palace, could bc shamd 
with high-ranking leaders like I'hiru. This prompted the highland lcadcrs 
t o  pursuc thcir plan to ct~ncrntratc' all of thcir people in w w n  provinces. 
Thcy now wcrc beginning to talk among thcmst.lves of making the scven 



pr~lvj l~ctr  an autotlcrrnntn. netrtr.11 qtatc that 5%-ould firr~cricrn as a kind n i  
"'Sw~tzerland" bnrdcred bv Vietnam, Carnbr-dra, and Lam. Han Tho 
cl31rns that rhe Viemnmc~e Cc~itral Intclll~cnccr C-r~ani7annn fotlnil out 
about: the plan and rubrcqz~entlv tresnn tn crate  diffirulzic~ filr the Ml3EM. 
Soon after, for example. I-Fo~ny DIIC Nha.  rlcl\\r the Mintqtcr for 
C~rn rnun~ca r ion~ .  abol~shed all brn~dca~rs in hiyhlmd Innquaqw. sayiny: 
that there w-25 nnl 5. one n~rional  l a n y u a ~ e  in South V~ctnnrn. 

In October 1973 Touneh Han Tho tvrnt tn Rc'lgiurn to tecctvc rrainlrlg 
tn cocioecnnornic dcvclopment ;1t the Lnuvarn rn nrdr~r to prepare htm for 
l i i ~  ncxv role as ilirc~tnr nfthr HighIanrh Research Ccnrrr it1 I?alar. At thc 
VDEM. In rpite ~3irhe uncertain crrndlnons In the hi~hlnnds.  p1~ns iverc 
ban? drawn up fnr w-cepnq agnculn~rnl dcvc-loprncnr 111 the r;evcn 
prov~rtcm tvhcrc ~\~csyont.  r v c ~ ~ l d  be regouptd .  Thtt ne\v Fivr Year 
A~mcuTrural Il)cveloprncnt I'lan rectyni7cd the shortcrrrninys of the hiyh- 
landcrs In urins land: *'I-liFhland penple do not undcrrtand the vnlrit. of 
land. Thev cuInv.~te with rr3ditional mt.tliodr. cqtimatlng land caluc bawd 

ht%rcct thc pclrcntial crfrhc land." Thc authors 
(l-lan Tho, and Kpa Dai-thc lnst w o  had reccl\-cd 
dcgrcrc 3n a 2 r 1 t  . I  i ' t i :  at rlle Univcrs~ty nf F?aw*niil o ~ r t l ~ r ~ c d  n ~chernc fcr 
inillrnliny Ir>c.lI pnpula t ~ c l n ~  nbnu t improved mettrclds 2nd the pwi hihtv 
o i f : ~ r m i n g  new c r o p .  Tlierc \vould be dcmnnzuation plots, nexv mmcchcldr 
would Fc tatlgl~t In the prirnarv and ~econdarv rchorrlq. and v~l la~err  u,iruld 
bc cnccrura~eci tcr makc mnrc clFe o f  then- draft anrmalq. Other rubjrcts in 
thc plan 1nciudr.d rnethaniznricrn. 1rny:ltlutl. tatt le  prcrdrrctrc>n, rnarkcrin~. 
pmcesfing CTOFT. , ~ n d  tsnn~pnrt3tii~rl. Thrv also d~scuwcd credit. s .~p i t .~ l .  
bank~ng. ~ t i d  the hrmarron of hrrncn' svociotionc and conpctanvc?. 

UThcn Hnn Thn rctumed to rhc rnlnrstrv In ~ a r c h t ~ ; .  he found t l ~ c  
s~ttr~rinn among the aatf \rattly changed. The * 5 ; 1 , 1  .pm%-~fd 
--L ,-.,t. = L., .- 1 > - +  > L  * * 1c 

r 
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: . . . . ' I  whew rn!c f~~ncht>r~ W-.IS P t r  rcpcrr the ~rrtr11ric.5 

n i  thC Rh,tcf? ;tb, Ltictt. V o  onc visited Luett in hi< ofic'c. C X C C ~ T  ~rrmt' 
Ch~ncsr and Vicrnnmrv burinwsrnen regard~ng cnnrracrs \vith rhe 



Outsidc thr mitlistry Lwtt  rc-mained cbsc to Scnator Ksor Kot, but his 
rclations with othcr highlanders and Cham in the Natiotlal Aswrnbly 
suffcrrcd k a u w  of Luett's continued support of Thicu. According to Han 
Tho, latc in 1974 Asscmb1ymc.n Rcom Anhot, -1'outieh Tot], Y llhe 
Adrong, Ilinh Van Roi, and Ton Ai Licrlg (a Cham who had bcrm a 
FULKO Icxdcr) angrily a c c u ~ d  -1'hieu and his cr>lleaguus. pnrticularly 
Cknrral N g u g c ~ ~  Van Toan. chc I1 Corps commander, of having allowcd 
Vietnamcsc pmvincc. chiefs and othrr high-ranking of5cc.r~ to stcal lands 
belong~lg to villagers and to profit from illegal logging. They too wrcrc 
bitter about thc loss of territory to the Communists. 'I'his led to an r1pc.n 
conflict, and at some gatherings ; ~ t  this time thcrt. were harsh wt~rds 
between L~ictt and some of his former supporters. 

RESURGENCE CIF FULRO ANIl T H E  FALL OF BAN ME TIiUUI' 

Among all of thc problcms that bcsct Nay Luett in 1974, one that was of 
growing conccrll was thr rc-appcarancc of FULRO. This dr.vc.lt~pn~crit 
was tmt duc. to any direction from tllc FULIlO leaders in Cambodia 
(whcrc thc. war was going badly filr the Lon No1 govcrr~mcnt). nor was it 
due to a rcsurgrncc- of the spirit of cthnrmationalism. Icathc-r, it came about 
as the rcsult of a bizarre set of circurnstarlct.~. According t c ~  Y Jut 13unn To 
and Tounrh Han 'rho. these cvents were initiated at the beginni~~g of 1972. 
Y Chon Mlo Duon Du had lost his bid fbr thc National Assembly in the 
1971 clcctions. and he also had bm-n replaccd as srcrctary general of thc 
MIIEM. Early in 1972 he mct with John Par11 Vann, the Senior Adviwr in 
I1 Corps, and discussed the pssibdity of locating missing American mil- 
itary personnel or their remains. The point w a s  r a i d  as to whether this 
might be done through somc cor~peration with thc Viet Cong. Y Chon 
agreed to organizr this eEort and accepted 500,ON) piastcrs from Vann, 
who also gave Y Chon a camera to providr photographic proof of the 
survival of missing Americans o r  thcir tombs. 

Vann was killed in June 1972, so Y Chon got t0gcrthc.r with Y Blicng 
FImok and Y BIu Nie Ruon llrieng to start a business selling timber to 
Vianamese entrepreneurs. This prccipitatcd a dash with Y Jut Buon To. 
the rcprc-smt~tive of thc M1)EM in Ban Mc Thuot, who accuwd them of 
logging illegally on villag-ownrd lands. In 1)ccrmber 1972. after thr 
elders of Buon Nir Ea Sah claimcd that Y Chon had sent his workers in to 



cut wood in their sarrrd grrlvc, Y Jut chargcd Y Chon and hls colleagues 
with having violatcd thr land law providing "main living areas" for 
highland villages. Y Jut  also notificd thc. MIjEM, and Nay Luctt kcamc 
vcry angry. IIc5pitc. this, Y Chon continued to srll timber to the 
Vietnamese. As security around Ban M c  Thur~t began to deteriorate in 
1973, hrjwever. Y Chon found that most timbcr was now either in the 
Communist-contrr~llcd zrlnrs or in villagc tcmtori~- .  To c o p  with this, he 
contacted Kpa Koi, a Jarai who now was serving as head of the nearly 
dcfunct Southern Highlands Ethnic Minorities Solidarity Party (that had 
b c ~ n  launched in February 1969 by Y Hling Uuon Krong Pang), propos- 
ins to Koi that hejoin Y Chon's timber business. Koi agrc-ed, and dley used 
the solidarity movement's seal to stamp papcrs which they presented to 
village authorities as valid documrnts approving logging within the village 
territory in ordcr to "raisc funds for the highland political mavrment." 

Y Chon thrn embarked on another scheme. Knowing that the Americans 
wcrc intcrc-strd in infilmation on their missing military personnel, 
Y Chon approached Y I'rrh Hurm Krong, a FULRC) Icadcr, atid itiformd 
him that thcy could make a great deal of moncy by contacting the Viet 
Cong to learn about missing Amcricans. Y Preh mntacted Rcom Thok, a 

Jarai lumbcrmali (who, auctlrding to Y Jut, was also a police agent). Thok, 
like many of thc lumbcrmcn in thc highlands, had contact with thc Vict 
Cong who, for a fee. allowed thcm to cngagc. in illcgal logging. Thok, in 
turn, put Y Prch in touch with Y Hang Mlo, a local Vict Cong Icadcr. 
According to Y Jut. Y I'rch prrsctltcd himself to Y Hong as someone who 
knew the Americans well. Y l'rch assurrd Y Holig that the Americans wcrc 
no b n g r  intcratcd in supporting I'rcsidcnt Thiru and would bc urilling 
to cooperace with thr Communists. Y I'rch alw proposed that a revived 
FULRO join hrces with the Communists to nvcrthrrnv thc 'l'hieu govern- 
ment. Y Hong reported this to thc H-5 Ilistrict Committw and the B-3 
Liberation Hcadquarters in Mondulkiri provincr in Cambodia. After the 
H-5 c-ommittw apprt~ved of negotiatio~ls bctwcm thr NLF and FULRO, 
a meeting of their representati~es was arrangcd in November 1973 at  a 
place near the Mewal coffec cstatc, t~orthwrst of Dan Me -l?luot. The 
FULRO delegation consisted of Y I'rch, Rcom Thok, and Kpa Koi. while 
the NLF was rcpn.sc.ntcd by Iluc-Kim (the Vietnamcsc who cvcntually 
bc-came province chief after the fall of Han Mr Thuot), Y Hong Mlo, and 
two other highlanders (a Sedang and a Bahnar). A strcund meeting took 
place in I3cn.rnbr.r 11373, and Y Preh brought a 1cttc.r addn-swd to Y Bih 



Alco stating that the Unitcd States would help with the Iiberatirln of South 
Victnam. Y Yreh also gavc Y Bih a small camera so hc could photograph 
evidcncc of missing Amcricans. At this print conflict split the. FULKO 
group when Kcom Thok, angered a t  what hc considered an uncqual 
sharing of the lumber profits, infi~rmcd the Vietnamew police and security 
officials in Ban M e  Thuot about thr contacts with the Vict Cong. The 
police put all of the group undcr surveillance. and Kpa Koi went into 
hiding. 

Y Jut related that. at this timr, Koi hcgan visiting villagcs. declaring that 
he was the reprtrscotative of Y Bham Enuol, the presidcrnt of FULRO. 
Y Blicng Hmuk callcd a meeting of local Rhadi leaders in his Bum Pan 
Lam longhouse to convince them that Kpa Koi was the valid FULRO 
lcadcr in Darlac. Y Blieng and Y Chon had a FULRO stamp made and 
used it on papers they took to surrounding villaga where they told the 
local leaders that Kpa Koi was hunching a revival of FULKO. They 
succeeded in gaining considrrablc following. particularly among unem- 
ployed young men who had wrvcd in the CIDG program and were 
sympathetic to FULRO. Y Pn-h also lcnt his support to this effort. Y Jut 

~c-tnarncsc attributed a rash of incidents, such as b u n  bcing robbed, V' 
gctting shot whilr plowing land taken from thr highlanders, and am- 
bushes, to this dcvclopment. He and Nay Luctt tricd unsuccessfully tu 

organize a leaflet drop to warn villagers that Kpa Koi was not a real 
FULRO Icadcr. 

Y Jut estirnatcd chat by March 1974 the Communists began using 
FULRO as a front. The Viet Cong E-23 Infantry Regiment (onr-third of 
which was compc~scd of highlanders) went into villages, claiming to haw 
Y Bham's support. The villagers grncrally responded favorably, par- 
ticularly sincc thc Communist propaganda played on their discontent 
regarding Vietnamese land-grabbing in 13arlac. This Vict Cong unit b t g n  
to oprrratc more openly around Ban Me Thuot, and onc of its objectives 
was to cut Routc 21 to the coast. 

According to Y Jut. in ordcr to avoid the suspicion of the policc. Y Chon 
accepted a position as Special Chargi. d'Affaircs for the MDEM In Llarlac. 
'I'his also would give Y Chon an opportunity to undermine N a y  Luctt's 
standing and further hrs own interests. He wrrltc- xvcral lctters to the prime 
minister and to I'rcsident Ihieu stating that hc, Y Chon, was best suitcd of 
all the highland lcaders to cope with the growing FULRO problem. In 
June 1974 Y Chon bccarnc dircctor of the Highland Itcscarch Center in 



Dalat and continucd to talk against N a y  Luett aftcr he assumed this post. 
Touneh Han Thrl related that in June 1974 Les Koscm's son (who was 

mamcd to the daughtcr of the Cham leader Ton Ai Lieng) brought a lctter 
from Y Bham (who still was in Phnorn P'tnh) t o  Nay Luett. The FULRC) 
leader made no  reference to cvcnts taking place in DarIac, simply declaring 
that hc would agree to rctum to Victnam ifthc highland peoplc were given 
control of their own administration and could have their own army and 
flag. 

By August 1974 Kpa Koi was rallying considcrablr support in the 
vdlagcs around Ban Mc Thuot. Y Jut's brother-in-law Y Nguk Buon 
Krong, a follower of Kpa Koi, relatcd that the Vict Cung had assigned a 
highlander from Daht named K'Broi (who had joined the Communists in 
1964) to rcport on all FULKO activities. Y Nguk also claimrd that 90 
percent of thr Regional Forces werc supporting Koi. On 2 Nosembcr 
1974 thc X e u ~  York Times rcprted that an estimated 500 men wcre in thc 
FULRO forcrrr and the movement had been rcspnnsible for a wave of 
violcncc against Victnamcsr, resulting in fifty deaths during the month of 
August. ' Regarding it as a revolt, the Victnamew authorities had deployed 
two battalions of ARVN Rangers (numbing 800 mcn) around Uan Me 
Thuot to check the papcrs of a11 young mrn. The Neru York Tittles article 
noted chat Kpa Koi was suspccwd of having k c n  involved in "some shady 
lumber deals involving Chinese middlcmm" and was an unlikely figure to 
lead any succcrsf;ll revival of FULRC?. 

Mcmwhile important cvents bcanng on Victnam werc taking placc in 
the United States. Thc Watrrgate scandal had culminated in the resig- 
nation of President Nixon on 9 August 1974 and his replacement by Viccr 
President Gcrald Ford. Thrcr days later brfore a joint = = o n  of Congress. 
Ford declarcd. "To our allics and friends in Asia, I pledge a continuing of 
our support for their security, independcncc., and economic devdnpment. 
In Indochina, wc arc determincd to see thc obwrvancc of the Paris cease- 
fire, and a nrrgntiated settlcrnrnt in Laos. We want to see an carly com- 
promise scttlcmcnt in Cambodia."' But dcspite thcsc reassuring words, 
Congrcss was in the proccss of cutting thc large amounts of aid going to 
South Victnam. 

1. Jamrs M. Mnrkham. " % l t ~ n r ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ r d  Upris~ng I'rm-s a Tllrcar to Saigon Ilrivc." x p r ~ ~  lbrk Tir~~es .  
2 Nnvernber. 19 74. 

2. Lcslir H. G l h .  "Onlcc Morr, 13cxisirrm rcl tw Madc on Victnan~," ~ l ' p ~ r ,  KT& ? i ~ r ~ r . ~ .  Y5 Aujiusr. 
1974. 
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In Saigon during t h ~ s  period, opposition to Thiru was mounting with 
studrnt riots and rising criticism of the corruption in his rrgimc. In the 
countryside, the S a i p n  fi~rces were losing more posts and district towns. 
In latc July 1974 Mang Buk, some 80 kilomewrs north of Kontum, was 
abandoned following a Communist ground attack. In carly October the 
district capital of Chuong Nghia, northeast of Kontum, was captured bbg 
Communist f ~ r c c s . ~  On 6 January 1975, after a wcrk long sirgc, 
Communist units launchcd a heavy artillcry barrage and a ground aaault 
on Phuoc Binh (Song Re), capital of Phuoc Long province, north of 
Saigon in the Stieng country 

ThL- cvcnts in carly 1975 leading to the fall of the highlands to the 
Communists were drscribtrd in a scric-s of articlcs by North Vietnamese 
General Van Ticn Dung, published in the Communist ncwspapcr Xhiin 
Dh (The Roplc) between 1 and 21 April.' In his articlc of 1 April 1976 
Cieneral Dung related that between July and O c t o k r  1974 the Gcncral 
Staff agencies c ~ f  thc PAVN were assessing their strategy on thc. basis of 
continuing victoritrs, particularly in the highlands; he cited placcx such as 
Dak Pek, Chu Nghc, Mang Buk, Mang Den, and Le Minh.' Thcy also 
took note of thc fact that the t ~ \ ~ o  main-force divisions elf AKVN wcrc 
spread ovcr a wide artra, and they asstrwd thc highlands as a region where 
"onc could easily build roads, drvrlop his technical and mobile capabilities 
and bring his strength into full play." In their view. the highlands con- 
stituted "an cxtrcmcly important area strategically." Thr Gcncral Staff 
therefi~rt. dccidcd that the central highlands would bc the "main battlefield 
in the largc-scale widmpread 1975 oEcnsive." There were political prcpara- 
tions to be made. Early in necrmbcr 1974, Viet Cong leaders Chu Huy 
Man and Vo Chi Cong of the Fifth Rcgion (embracing the highlands) 
were invited t c~  Hanoi to meet with the Standing Committee of the 
Central Military Party Committee. Subsequently, there was a series of 
meetings hcld by the Political Bureau brtu.rrcn 18 13ecember 1976 and 8 
January 1975. During these meetings (on 7 January), thc highland town of 
Phuoc Binh (Song Be) fell, and all of Phur~c Long province came under 

3. "Lo= of a Tnwn by 5 a i ~ u n  Fcan-d." .Veu, lbrk I ~ r n r s .  28 July 1074.I)avid K . Shiplrr. "Saigon 
Base is R e p o d  Luw," N e u ~  l'ork 7 ' i l~es .  5 Clch>bcr 1974. 

4. J a m s  M. Mhrkllam. "Saigun's Forces Low Phur>c B~rlh." Nru, Y;lrk I ~ r n r s .  B January lW5. 
5. Van Ticn Dung. "(;reat Spriug Virtury" (rranslarcd by thc U.S. Cflx=crnmc~it's Fun-~gn 

Broadcast Informatiun !krvicc, Asia 8; Pacihc[FBI.CAPA]). 2 volr.. vul. I .7  Junr 1976: rul. 2.7 July 
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6. Ihid.. vol. 2. 7 Junr 1976. pp 4-26. 



Commu~iist contrtll. It was the first provincc it1 the south "to bc com- 
pk~tel y li kratrd. " 

Thc fi~llowing day Lx I h a n  oficiatd at thc concluding wssion of thc 
confermce and announctd that, in view ofthe U.S. withdrawal and lack of 
any American military rcspnnw to thc I'huoc Long deicat. 1975 was the 
time to strike a strattgic blow. Hr pointed to the map br-hnd him and said, 
"Attacks must bc unlcashrvi ttnvard Ban Mc. Thutjt and Tuy Hoa." ?%us 
thc Fifth Kcgion would form a "libcratrd area from Binh Ihnh province 
northward, and the Tri-Thietl forcc-s will havc to corltrol an arcn from i luc. 
to Ilanang." 

On '3 January prcparatio~~s for Campaign 275 in thc highlatlds (w-herc 
there nTcrc five 1'AVN divisions) werc put into fi11al form. C;rneral Vo 
Nguvt-n Cinp, rcrr-tary of the Ccntral Military Party Committct., es- 
tablished thc areas and targcts of thc offensive. I lung wcnt to Ilarlac to join 
Gcncral Vu Lang, the field commander of that zone. I h n g  was ac- 

companied by Gcncral Le Ngoc Huyc-n. deputy- chief of rhc General Staff, 
and &-nerd Dinh Ihc  'Thicn, head of the G n c r a l  Logstics Ilrpartment. 
Thc three comprise- the Highland Command of the Ccntral Highlands 
Front. 'l'hey Bcw to DOIIS Ha and on their way south through the 
mountains, visited several PAVN units. Arriving ill narlac, General llung 
and his colleagur~ establishcd a command post west of Ban Me Thuot. On 
thc evening of 25 Fcbruary Ihng and his staff dccided definitely to attack 
Ban M c  Thuot. Thtw would first be diversionary moves to lead the Saigon 
command to think that thcy intended attacking Knntum and Pleiku. so the 
ARVN commanders would divert forces to both places. Thcrc also would 
bc a preliminary assault on I luc Lap (Ilak Mil) south of Ran M c  Thuot to 
opcn Route 14 to C~jmmunist troops and anothcr attack on Thuan Man 
district town north of Uan Mc 'Thuot, whcrtr Routc 14 joins a country road 
to Cheo Rm. 

According to Y Jut, Kpa Koi  and his group were aware of thc 
Communist buildup in the vicinity uf Ban M e  'Thuot, but chcy kept it 
quict. Y Jut noted that onc of thc followers of Y Bham, who did not 
support Kpa Koi, did inform thc province chief- Hc in turn passcd on the 
information to I1 Corps hcadquartcrs in Pleiku. General Pham Van Phu, 
the I1 Corps commander, went to Ban Me Thuot for a brief visit. Elements 
clfthe 23d Ilivision (which had bccn sent to I'lciku) wcrc dispatchcd to Ban 
Me Thuot but werc ambushed at the Mount Ilreh pass (one of the places 
where Mobile Croup 100 had bcrn ambushed in 19.54). 



O n  1 March thc 968th PAVN Ilivisio~l drxtroyed two posts on Route 
19 wrest of I'lciku. On -1- March thc I'AVN 95th Rt.g$mc.nt and the 3d 
Divisionrlfthr 5th Military Iccgion attacked posts on Koute I!) w s t  ofAn 
Khc. 'l'wo regiments of thc A l l V N  22d llivision in Binh llinh urcrc wnt as 

a reaction forcc. Ccncral I ' ~ L I  also scnt thc 2d Cavalry brigadc from I'leiku 
to A11 Khc and clrdcrcd thc 4th and 6th Rallgcr battalicll~s to move 
northwest of Kontum and I'lciku to starch fix thc I'AVN 10th and :320th 
divisions. Mcanwhlr., c.lemtnts ofthc. PAVN 320th Ilivision mtn=c.d into a 
stretch of  the road br-tu.tr.n 'I'huan Man and Chro Kc.o to prcvcnt AKVN 
from sending reinfi~rcc.mcnts south from Chco 1tcr.o to Han Mc Thuot. 
Dung noted that he did not want to cut Routc 14 bctwccn I'lciku and Rat1 
Mc Thuot at this time bc-cause it might haw- rcvcalcd his plan to isolatc the 
latter city in preparation for an attack.' 

Y Jut rrlatrd that thcrc had bcc~l intdligc~lct. reccivcd in Ban Mc Thuot 
concerning an imprmding attack on thc. city. He had bcr.11 i11hrrnc.d by 
somc Rhadt! PRU that thry had captured a I'AVN major who carried 
rlrdrrs fbr a 13 March attack. Y Jut  a h  told how a Rhadi friend went to 
his farm on thr road to HAII [Ion urcst oEBan M e  Thuot and was captured 
by PAVN troops. They were staging in that area, and thc ]<had; was kcpt 
fix scvcral days before thry 1r.t him go to warn thc villagers not tr) comc out 

of thcir hrmscs whcn thc attack bcgan. Hc reprted to Y Jut  that thcrc 
wrrr a great many I'AVN troops in the vicinity of his village. 

O n  8 March the I'AVN 320th I)ivisiot~ overran Thuan Man district 
town, cutting the roads from I'lciku and Chrw l<m. Thc following day 
Communist units capturcd Iluc Lap, giving them control of Routc 14 
south of Ban Me Thuot. At 2 :00 A.M. on thr rnt3rnirig of 1 0  March thc. 
attack on Ban Me Thuot began with hcavy artillcry bombardmrnts 
accompanied by sapper grr~und assaults on thc cdgc of thc city. Thc 
dcctricity plarlt blew up and d ~ e  airport was ablaze." 

Jay Scarbr>rt,ugh, a formcr IVS vt~luntccr and a Ian studcnt, was visiting 
Vietnam and had arrivcd at llan Mc Thuot cln 9 March. Hc was staying at 
the Y Ut Technical Training School near thr IL3d I)ivision hc.adquartc.rs 
whcn thc attack bcgan. He spcnt thc night on thc Boor as shclls rained on 
the ARVN installations and the city airstrip. The following morning 



Scarborough made his way to thc house of Paul Struharick, thc USAIII  
reprrwntativc (who had married the daughtcr ot^Y Hlictlg Hmok). Thcrc 
hc was joined by Prwr Whitlock, an Australian, John and Carolyn Miller 
and their daughter Luanne, Betty Mitchcll, and Lillian and Richard 
Phillips of thc Christian and Missioilary Allianw. Later, Norman and Joan 
Johnson, a Canadian missionary couple, also camc to thc housc. As PAVN 
tanks and troops cntered Ban Mc. 'Ihutjt, thc housc was surrounded and all 
wcrc taken priwncr. They wcrc held in varirjus placrs ut~til October. when 
they were rclcascd. 

Y Jut Buon -rr, dr-cribcd how he was flying in a hclicnptcr orycr Ban Mc 
Thuot during the first day oEfighting and saw the PAVN tanks surround 
the USA111 honsc. He also was in radio contact with Y Tin Hwing. a 
Rhadt who was an A R V N  officer (he had wurkcd with Nag Luctt on the 
schcmc for a highland military fbrct.). Y Tin had a unit of  highlmdcrs 
southwest of Ban Mr  Thuot and was trying to mount a dcknsc against thc 
attacking Communist forces. Later, he was rrportcd to have b m ~  killed. 
Y Jut said that the tanks rolling into Ban Me Thuot had "Front f i x  thc 
Liberation of thc Ethnic Minorities" writtrn on thrir sides. Hc also rc- 
portcd that Kpa Koi had lost control of hs FULRO forccs and many of 
them joined the attack.' The RhadP Kegioml Force madc no  effort to 

mount any kind of rcsistancc. 
According to Y Jut. on Monday 1 1  March VNAF btgm to bomb. but 

hcy rnistakcnly hit thc command post of the 23d IDivision, cffcctivcly 
rnding any organid rcsistancc. VNAF also bombed Uuon Alc-A. and 
among thow killed were Y Thih Eban's wifr and six children. Buon Pan 
Lam also was badly bombed and some four hundrcd villagers wcrc killed. 
O n  I 2  March poplc  kgan to stream out of Ban Mc- Thunt. Hiup, the 
Uahnar leader, led fifty Rhadb. Mnong, and Cham studc-nts t r ~  Lac Thicn. 
Thcy cncountered some I'AVN troops who divided them up and allowed 
thcm tcl wturn to Ban M e  I'huot. Y Char Hdok, Director of the Normal 
Schrjol, fled to hls village near Lac Thicn but was captured. Senator Y 
Bling Buon Krong Pang also madc his way sr~uth to Lac Thicn and 
fortunately was pickcd up by a helicopter and was takcn to Nhatrang. By 
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the evening of 12 March thc Con1 murlists had complrtc. crlntrcd ofBan Mc 
'I'huot. Y Bloc Eban, who had jnincd thc Virt Minh in 1943. was namcd 
pmvincc. cr~mmittw chairman, a posiuorl hc hcld for scvcral months. 

Vast numbers of Vietnamcsc fled Han Mc Thuot, making their way 
eastward rln Koutc. 21 in an attempt to rcach thc coast. As thcy wcnt, thAr 
numbers \vcrc swllcd by thousands of Ithadi. from villags along the road. 
I3cnis Warner rcpnrcs that a ).ou~ig mall who flc-d Ban M e  Thtlot on 10 
March tcdd him that hr had joined a mixed armyivilian group of about 
5,000-Ii,W0 p o p 1  trying to cscapc. "Four days latcr they mrt a small 
group of Viet Cong, who were too fcw to stop thrm. Latrr o n  the same day 
in a clearing thcy urcrc surrourldcd by fiftmn Molotova trucks that drovc 
at high speed through the crowd. hlling fifty or sixty." ' O  

I.OSS OF 'I'IIE HIGHLANDS AND COLLAPSE OF THE THIEU GOVEKNMENT 

In a discussion of thcsc cvrnts in Washington in Octobcr 1!)7Ci, formcr 
Chiefof StaffCarl Van Vicn told me that Prcsidctlt Thicu had summoned a 

group uf generals to thc Indcpendcncc I'alacc on 1 P March. '1'hr.y had 
breakfast (ph&noodlc and bwf soup-- and coffee) whilc thcy discussed 
the situation in thr highlands. ?hen, standing beforc a map. Thicu sxvcpt 
hi5 hand ovcr thc arca north c~f  Uan M e  'I'huot and dcclarcd that it all would 
have to bc givcn up. Ban Mc Thuot and thr important plantation arca ot̂  

Darlac would bc thc only part of thc highlands that the govcrnmcnt must 
saw. and it must hc retakcn from the Communists. 

Meanwhile, in Ban Me Thuot,  Gcncral Van Tien Dung and his col- 
leagues made plans for further moves in thr highlands. They were deciding 
which ofw\ycral options they would choose. Thcir dclihcrations, however, 
were to be rendered unnecessary by a suddcn turn of cvcnts that bcgan on 
13 March. Two days aftcr thc palace breakfast, rln 14 March, Thicu called a 
mccting ofhyncrals'rran 'I'hien Khiem, Cao Van Vicn. Ilang Van Quang, 
and l'ham Van l'hu a t  Cam Ranh Bay to decide on  a strategy for the 
highlands. Accc>rding to the account giwn thc Communists by captured 
Itangcr ctjmmander Col. Pham T)uy Tat  (whr) had r1htainr.d his inhr- 
mation from General Pham Van I'hu, 11 Corps commander), Thieu asked 



Vien if there werc sufficient rcxr\.e forces to rcinforcr I1 Corps, and Vien 
said that there were none available. ' Iheu  thcn askcd Phu horv long he 
thought he could hold the area. and Phu replied that hc could defend it for a 
month, adding that he would dcfcnd it to his death. Thiru stated that thrsr 
conditions were not favorabltr and. gwen the PAVN strength, thc main 
forces would haw to withdraw from Plciku and Kontum so as to have 
sufficient strc.ngth to defend thc coast and thc Mrkong river dclta. 
Addressing Vien, Thieu inquired if the withdrawal could be accomplished 
on Route 19. Vien replied that during the Indochina War, no forccs urrre 
able to rctrcat along that road without king  mauled by the insurgents (an 
obvious reference to Mobile C;rr>up 100). Route 21 alw was ruled out 

because it was cut by strong PAVN forccs. Tbc gcnerals concluded that 

Route i U ,  running southeast from Rciku to Chco Rm and then down thc 
Ba river valley to coastal Phu Yen, would haw to be the avcnuc for 
withdrawal. Although thc road was in bad condition (it had not hcrrn used 
in years) and the bridgcs had been blown up, it could be repaired. Also, 
Routr 7B would be an unlikely means of withdrawing, so it would 
surpriw the enemy. 'rhieu condudcd by stating that the Regional Forcc-s 
should bc left to defend the withdrawal. He noted that, since they wcrc for 
the most part highlanders, thcy u.ould not find out that the regon w a s  

being abandoncd until aftcr it was over, and then they could fend for 
thcmse1vc.s. ' ' 

On thc morning of Saturday 1.3 March, General Phu called his staff 
togcthtrr at the I1 Corps headquarters in Pleiku and gave thc ordcr to 

conduct the evacuation ofthc highlands the following day. The plan was to 
get all of the forccs down to coastal Phu Ycn and reorganize them for a 
large-scale operation to retake Ban Me Thuot. At this time thrrr were o v a  
W,000 troops in Reiku and Kontum, including most of thc 23d Division, 
Kanger units, and clcmrnts of VNAF. There also werc most of their 
dependents in addition to the civilians left in both Pleiku and Kontum, all 
of them totaling around 250,000. General Phu and his staff (along with 
their families) thcn flcw ti) coastal Nhatrang where they wen. going to 
=tabu1 a forward command. Troops of various technical units, including 
engineers to repair the destroyed bridges, began moving down Route 7 8  
with thcir families. By this time thc word had sprcad through Pleiku that 
thcevacuation was taking place. Officers and rnlisted men left their units to 
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get their familics together t c l  leave. Therc was bcwilderment among thc 
civilian population as to what was happening. According to Nguyen Tu, a 

journalist from thc Saigon newspaper Cltink h n n ,  soldiers ran through thc 
strccts of Plciku telling the peopic to run for their liva.' ' Bcwildc-rment 
gave way to panic. Mobs of d t a r y  personnel and civilians flooded into 
thc airport to storm cwry cargo and military aircraft landing as part of the 
evacuation. Those with \yehrcles began to clog Route 7B. The chaotic 
flight from the highlands, one of thc worst debacles of the Victnam War, 
had begun. 

Meanwhile Gencral llung and hs staff quickly worked out  a strategy to 
take advantage ofwhat thcy vlcwed as a retreat. Thcir goal was to turn it 
into a rout. Dung contacted the commander of the 320th IXvision, 
reprimanding him for not considering Route ?B as a possible line of 
communication for thc enemy troops to usc for thrir withdrawal. Hc 
narncd the commander, "If thc cncmy escapes, you will bc responsible." 
I h n g  then ordered the Central Highlands command to mobilize more 
armorcd cars, trucks, artillery, and supplitrs to assist the 320th Ilividon 
to "pursue and destroy the cncrny." At the same timc hc ordered the 
5th Military Region forward command in Binh mnh  to mobilize. the 
ICcgional Forces of Phu Yen to block Route 7 and "prcvcnt the enemy 
from escaping to 'I'uy Hoa." ' 

The ARVN 22d Ranger Multibattalion moved out of Kontum, going 
south on Route 14 to Pleiku. Thc panic spread to Kontum, and mcryone 
began to evacuate. In evcry kind of vehcle, thc civilian ppulation, thc 
civil servants, and military dependents floodrd southward to join the 
masws trying to leave I'leiku. The American Mission evacuated its person- 
nel from Kontum and Plciku. Pat Smith and most of her staff were flown 
out of Kontum. 

Ed Spraguc-, the CORDS rcprcscntative in Cheo Reo, was the only 
American lcft in that town in March 1975. FJc rccallcd (in a cGscussion in 
Washington in April 1977) that around I March hr had visited l'ki 
Bahrong, thc villagt of the King of Firc, whrl prrdicted that there soon 
would bc grcat trouble in Cheo Rm. I t  would last six months, aftcr which 
calm would be rescored. On 8 March, PAVN attacked Thuan Man district 
town. K'rnah Wih (3.27) was thc district chicf, but he had to abandon his 
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post after his Victnamcsc officers fled. Wih wcnt t o  the nearby Jarai village 
of Buon Blech, and on 10 March Spraguc flrw there in a hclicoptc-r. The 
highlanden reported that the I'AVN at Thuan Man wcrc moving in the 
direction of Buon Blcch, and thc Hru (around 2,000) and Katu (1,000) 
refugccs who rectrntly had been scttlcd there were anxious to leave. Wih 
and the remainder of the Thuarl Man dc-fenders led thc Bru, Katu, and 
many Jarai tr, Cheo Reo, where the Vietnamese authoritin arrested Wih as 
a descrtcr. (Sprague scnt a message to Nay Luett, who arrangcd to have 
him released.) The highland rcfugees movcd into the former IVS 
Agricultural Training Ccntcr. 

Sprague related that thc news of the fall of Ban M e  Thuot madc. 
everyonc in Chco ILco uneasy. Thcn, on the afttrrnoon of Saturday 15 
March he encountered a convoy of military vehiclm-a Ranger unit- 
coming down Route 7B in the direction of Chco lter~. 'Ile rains had not 
begun, and the trucks scnt clouds ofdust into thc air. They stoppcd and the 
convoy commander told him that Plciku and Kontum were being evac- 
uated and they had ordcrs to proceed to Phu Ycn on Route 7B. Spraguc 
told them that it was impossible because the road was in bad condition and 
the bridges were out. Thc convoy leader said that they were going to rcpair 
the bridgcs in advancr of the other units king  evacuated. Thc convoy 
moved on. 

No sooner had the dust from thc convoy wttled when Spraguc noticed 
that not far behind was a mass of civilian and military vchicles all mixed 
together. Thcrc wcrc military trucks of a11 types, commcrcial trucks, buses, 
automobiles of all sizcs and vintages, motorbikes, thrtrr-wheel Vespa and 
Lambrrtta taxis. They were jammed with soldicrs, men and womcn of all 
ages. and children, along with belonpngs of cvcry dcscnption (bundles of 
clothes. furniture, cooking utensils, blankrts, and mats) and baskets of 
chickcn and ducks. Cattlc, horses, and goats walkcd alongside. The column 
stretched along Routc 7B as far as thc cyc could see. At Cheo Rco thc mass 
of refugees stopped when word came that bridges to the south had to be 
repaired. News of the evacuation rapidly spread through thc town, and the 
residmts bcgan to pack their bdonpngs to join thc exodus down Routc 
7B. 

By Sunday morning 1 Ci March the civilian populations r ~ f  Kontum and 
P l d u ,  mixed with a mass of soldiers whose leadership had vanished, were 
streaming down Route 7B over the undulating platc=u and down the pass 
in the direction of Chw Kro. Nguyen Tu, the Saigon journalist, reported 



that Plciku had hccome a nightmarc. Thcrc wcrc "pcrlplc running around 
the streets as if thry w~crc caught in a trap, clinging to thcir most precious 
possessions." Every imaginable kind of vehicle was being uwd in an effort 
to flee what they crlnsiderrd a doomed city. Tu dcscribd how all order 
disapprarcd as thc. police and officials lcft and cvcn thc doctors and staff at 
militav and civilian hospitals abandoned the patients on thcir beds. By 
evening, Sunday 1 ti March, thr mass isof vrhicltrs streaming out of Pleiku 
with thcir lights on resembled a column of traffic returning home from a 
holiday weekend. There was shouting all o\?m Pleiku, and thunderous 
explosions rocked the city as ammunition dumps wcrc blown up. Flamcs 
from burning buildings in the town lit the sky. Joining the exodus at  
10 : 30, Tu was bitter, noting that "there was no explanation to the people 
st, thry could withdraw in an ordcrly wag, no hclp for thr poor in getting 
any transport."I4 Cln thc road, Tu  ohscrvcd that all of the highland 
settlemrnts appcarcd tr-, bc dcscrtcd. Thc rcfugc~s pushcd on, and he 
lamcntcd. "It's a pity to  set: thnsc pcoplc n h o  could not afford to ridc on 

cars or trucks. Thry arc miscrahlr. They can usc ~ n l y  thrir f~x-t. Thc.y are 
thr largrst bunch-womcn, children, rldcrs-walking as rapidly as they 
can and not cvcn a drop of water to quench thcir thirst." The miscry of thc 
scene moved Tu  to writc, "The desrdatio~i of thc highway giws mr an 
irnprcssion I find hard to dcscribc with words. If I had a fricnd by my sidc I 
wodd tcll him: 'I>car fricnd, thc skg has as many stars as thr sufferings that 
wound my hcart.' " ' 

Meanwhile a t  C h m  Rcr,, Spragur reported that by Sunday morning, 16 
March. the town had filled with vehicles and people. includi~lg thouunds 
of troops who had now ahandoncd thcir units. -1'hr.r~ wc.rc. tanks and 
armored p-noiinc-1 carricrs that had run out of gas and wrrc lrft on the 

road, cars were crashing into one another in an effort to move ahead, and 
some overloaded tnicks had tipped over. 'l'hc rehgws were jammed in the 
town. and food and watrr supplic-s vrrr.rc. running Irlw. Sprague went to see 
the province cllicf. who simply lookcd pained and shrugged his shoulders. 
Taking somc of thu back trails hc kncw, Spraguc vvent to thc Thua Manh 
pass south of Chm Rco to assess thc situation. I Ic fijund that the Jarai 
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Regional Forcc-s had been abandoned by thcir Virtnamcsc tjtficers. Thry 
agrtrd to rcmai~i in their positions fur a t  lcast onr more day to try t r ~  fend 
off Communist troops that might try to harass the mass nf rcfugtrs nowr 
making thcir way slowly south of Chm Rco. 

Returning to Chro Reo on  Sunday afternoon, he hund  the city almost 
inundntcd with \yehides and rrfugc~s. many tlf thc lattcr now arriving on 
foot. Largc numhc-rs of refugees wcrr looking filr food and watcr and ways 
of gctting fdrther south. Most of thc trlwnspeoplc had fled, and thc 
highlanders living in or around Chm Rm had gone to hi& alons thc 
banks of the Agun river. Suddcnly the Communists began shtlling the 
airstrip clrw t t o  the town, and panic sc-iztd thu rcfugcc.5. Spraguc dru;c-ribcd 
how all ordcr vanished as Rangrrs began brcaking into thc shops. looting 
and burrling. Thc civilians joinrd in. and the town bccamc' one massivc 
riot. Thc soldiers turned on civilians in automobiles, shooting and drag- 
ging thcm out to take the vchiclc-s. 'Thc Rangcrs attackcd bum and trucks. 
Sprague saw thrm kill women and childrcn on the main strcct of Chco 
Reo. He witnessed some Rangrrs fatally shoot the son of FULKO lcadc-r 
N a y  Guh. 

Spraguc hurried to thc CORDS compound ncar thc airstrip to radio the 
hcadquartcrs at Nhatrang. At the compound Rcom Ali (3.25) and othrr 
Jarai had scrt up a defrnsc of the perimctcr as the confusion brcamc worn 
and the shelling intcnsifird. -1'he Chco 1Lc.o policc captain mme ttl the 

compr~und. demanding the CORlIS vc.hicrlcs so hc and his fellow police- 
men could flcc. I lc threatmcd Sprague with his gun. Ali thrcatcntrd the 
captain. who turned and attcmpted to shalt him. The bullct hit a concrctr- 
post ncxt to Ali and Ali responded quickly, shooting the captain dead- The 
captain's ct>llc.agum then opcncd fire and in thr rnsuing gunfight seven of 
the policemen fell to thc grtjund. Thc rcmainit~g policc departed. 

On Monday morning 17 March an Air America hdicoptrr landed at the 
compound and Spraguc tnok it to somc surrounding villages in ordcr to .see 
what kind of assistance, if any. his Jarai fricrlds needed. At l'lri Pa, most of 
the villagers had gone, and Ksor Wp (2.3 1) and Ro-o B1-1 (5.3), two 
young lcadcrs. had a force of several hundrcd Son Thon cadremen thcy 
werc going to lead into the forcst. Spraguc hadc fareu-ell to t h m  and 
returned to the hclicoptrr. As thcy flcw over Chco Rcw, he could srr that 
the town was one jumble of vc.hiclcs and pcoplc.. Route 713 to the north 
and south was an extension of the samc sccnc. As the hdicopter landcd at 
the CORDS compound, the shelling began with greater intensity. 



Sprague found that scwral more Jarai, including two girls who had been 
worlung in the town, and a young Vietnamese social worker had taken 
refuge in thc. compound. -1'hr.y rcpc~rtd that the situatic~n in Chul Reo had 
bet-n madc wtlrsc. by news that the column moving southward was k ing  
hcavily shcllcd and attacked by Communist forces. Gcncral [lung's dc- 
termination to destroy thosc evacuating thc highlands was bcing klt. 

Ry Monday evening the situation in Chco Keo had hccomc vrry 
desperatc. The town was now gutted, and the maws  of rcfugces, afraid to 
move south, had fanned out in search of food and watcr to thc surrounding 
Jarai villages. looting and burning thcm (thc large longhousc that had bwn 
built by the famed chiefNay Nui was rcduccd to ashes). At~othcrJarai who 
had come to the compound reported that there were many dcad and 
wounded in the to\v~i and chaos rcigncd. As night fcll. a group of ARVN 
Rangers began attacking thc compound, and Spraguc and his group 
fought thtrm off all night. Ali counted around thirty bodies on the pc- 
rimctrr the fi~llowing morning. Sprague still had radio contact with 
Nhatrang, and in the morning an Air America hclicoptcr bravcly Iandcd in 
thc compound. All scrambled on board while the attacking Rangers 
opened fire. 'I'hey flew to Plei Pa where Spraguc found Nay Moul (2.1 i ) ,  
Nay Honh (2.231, and R'mah W ih (3.27). Nay Moul expressed his desire 
to leave, but the other two leadcrs said that thcy wcrr going to remain. 

Flylng over Route i B ,  Spraguc saw an unbclicsablc sight. There was 

onc. long mass of confusion with vehicles jammed together, many of  thcm 
pushcd off of thc road. Intermingled among them were soldiers and 
civilians in a frcnzy. As hc warchcd, a Communist rocket hit the column. 
blowing up thrr-r trucks full of refugees, scattering bodies in all directions. 
As thry rnovrd along, hc could w r  brldies and burnt-out vehiclm all along 
thc way. Shclls and more rockcts frll into the tangle of machines and 
peoplr. .~t Phu Tuc, the helicopter landed away from thc road and pickcd 
up the Jarai district chief, aftc-r which they flew to Nhatrang. Leaving his 
group in Nhatrang. Spraguc flew back up Route 7B and was stunned at thc 
sight of bodics scattered on either sidc ot̂  thc road fhr thr cntirc. stretch 
between Phu Tuc and Cheo Rco. 

Col. I'harn I h y  Tat, the Ranger officer who had k c n  captured by the 
Communists, related that hc was with thc column moving out of Pleiku 
whcn thc evacuation was ordered. The plan was to establish a defense line 
a t  Cheo Rco in ordcr to wait for the heavy mechanized units and technical 
units to pass thc at ia .  Bur whcn they amved on 16 March these units 



strlpptd and rcfuscd to go f~rthcr. Hc said that "thew troops then destroyed 
pmprrty aiid looted thc streets, thus causing grcat disorder." Accnrding to 
Tat, the Cornmul~ist shclling r l f  Cheo Rco inflicted heavy losscs on the 23d 
Ratlgcr Multibattalion, and on 17 March thc dcknsr- complctrly col- 
lapsed. Some VNAF A-37s flew in but bombed their own troop, wiping 
out almost a h l l  battalion. ?he 3d Armored Squadron sbandoncd all its 

vchiclt-s and fled into thc woods. Othcr troops did the samc thing, taking 
thcir families with thcm. Thousands of thc rtrfugws lo1lowc.d them, but 
thc Communist troops "constantly pursued and attacked thcm." Uilits 
abandoned thcir weapons and scattcrcd. -1'he withdrau~al had become a 
rout.' 

At 'ruy Hoa, Ilcrnard Wrinraub of thc h:e~v Ljrk Times described how . . young wumcn, thcir iacrs smeared with blood, carried wounded and 
dying infants off thc evacuation hclicoptrrs. Old rncn and women, some 
swathcd in muddy bandages, trcmblcd and wailed." " A woman holding 
a child with Icg wounds told how she had bwrl on a truck whcn thc 
Communist troops came out of the fixes[ and opr-ncd fire on them. I'rtjud 
ofhis achievcmcnt, Cienrral Van Ticn [lung wrote, "We annihilated them 
as they flcd." I n  Thosr annihilated included not only thc gowrnmcnt 
military forces in flight but also vast nurnbcrs of innoccnt rncn, wornen, 
and children. Of  thc estimated 200.0130 t c ~  250,000 in\;-olvcd in the exodus 
fmm thc highlands, it is thought that nnly about one-third made it to the 
coast. A grcat many of those who failed to do so perished on Route 7B in 
what w-dl may haw k e n  thc worst hlrxdbath of thc Victnam War. 

In Saigon, the news from the highlands product-d a shock at thc MIIEM 
and among highland lcadcrs gathered fix a meeting of thc Cound for 
Ethnic Minorities. Events were happrning so fast that N a y  Luett and his 
colleagues could nut do anydung. Han Tho related that. when Ban Mc 
Thuot Fcll, thr staff met to plan aid for the refugees. but thcir worst fears 
W-ere rcalizcd whcn they hcard chat thc highlands were being abandoned. 
By Sunday 23 March, Kontum, I'lciku. I)arlac, and Phu Bon provinces 
m-err in thc hands of the Communists. Everyone w a s  flccing the city of 
Ilalat as wclJ as the tourns in Quang Iluc and Lam Ilong provinces. That 
evening Nay Luctt callcd a confcrcncc of forty leaders fmm among thc 
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nmy C>r the Iii~hInndc and  the riglit nfthc hlYhlnnd pcoplc t c r  i r r rn  them 
t 3 t r . n  nli l i tar~- fi)tce, Thc response oitllc trclvcrnrnc-nt. cI2tctI 24 Arril 1'17.5- 
w-.15 that the "pre~ctit policy" n.t,uld ht mnrnta~ncd. 

I3v 3 Apnl, Hue, I l a n n n ~ .  Q ~ I I  Nhcrrt. and Nhatr.ing h , ~ d  fjlirn 2nd rhcrc 
wac a flood of rcfuycr.~ rntil Ssrpn.  C7n 4 Apnl, Nav Luctt, T o t ~ t ~ e b  Hnn 

-r&t+T,c:ppr-~ Ya Ra. *r-. - -  grid NJV -r.-. A k p m  
! !- -, i 7 ! 1 *  % i $,I , [ I 1  t ,. , - z L m 1 7 7 ,  1 , ,7,7r i l r  >.+<*l- 7 E.! 5rr .  : \ I \  . >  i 

I cILart  l ~ L * ; ~ ~ ! ~  I\,, , 1 7 1 - 1 1 1 ;  , 1 1 1 r  - I .  7: o,. 1 -  ! , I \  
. - -,* > L , % ! L  , !' T I T ?  -. 

P*. 
I 7 2 ! Tour~r.11 H.ln I l~c* n c l ~ l ~ i l  [halt thc ' : I L , I  8 b  , ,:.I i . r <  

1. I . 1 .  \ ' : I  r l C , 1 I l J ~ 0 p r ~ l l r ~ t f h c 1 r p ~ ~ ~ p ! ~ ' d n d  b n n g t h c . ~ r r ~ l l ~ h t t ~ ~ . t ; ~ r c  

chc. t luma~i Rrylrtq Cnuncil of  the Un~recl Nat~ons. Jnccrb~irri rt.pltrrl thar 
rfrc \" letnan~rw govcrnmcnt ~rrrcndcd dtfcnding Sar~on . ~ n d  hr. Jncnlxt~n. 
was cm-itldent that they ~vould cocrnsi~lidatc t!-lc~r hrces r o  Jn wr. AccnrJ~ng 
ro Trrunch H a n  Tho, hc and Nav L t ~ e t r  then nqkrd that rhe .4rncncar~ 
Embmv ~ 6 ~ Z T 3 X G E , 7  t87 ~ e n m i i r r n  

w=- 
I ' ? 1 Apnl the ruined .lnJ deserted tnrrbn ilf X~ran Lt~c nntchra~t of 

Sn~yrm. whcrc rhe I ~ r t  defrnse n,caln%t thc PAVN tvas mtwnrcd. fell. The 
evaruaoon of Arnmcanr horn Sarpon increased. At the MDEV. Nav 
Luett and  IF r t ~ f f  drew up 3" = l T ; i  ! I : r - r 1 ; l m ~ ~ m ~ d  
men ;lnd thr!r-iWhlr I:]:, r L  , :  ;; Z .s:m ,. i , I .  I I I I,, . 

,,- : ~ i  i : . , :  r i 1 . 1 :  , l t :  - ,  4 ~ 3 ~ 1 i  y L , , > s  L ! i ~ , ; t  I:;!:; ~I:.I: * I [  1 :dlf~ ,A.M~ 11c h ~ d  
rccz.rt,rc? .I ttlcpht-I!:: ~ . 1 1 1  irrlnl \IT. Nc\vni,tn. Jn Arntrican rnisqronny 
\-vhrr had k e n  in 3)al.it and who now w a s  in the Philipp~nes. Nc.rx-m~n told 
him that he was 5 - .  . v z n n T E F F i i ~ n ~  - to 

-1: i l l , . \  i r - : i ! r : r - .  1 .:,::: q.:::: : ' I . # :  \.. ': r - . . ; ~ ' ~ .  j:!tr.r.;lr~::cr. .! i . . , :  
: I . !  r ! : , - , .  i - ! '  i \ ; I < : I ~ \ - .  : ~ I L . ~ I  r r l ; ? t . ,~ r~=kl  tht- same rnci~.lqr I r a  C'lctnammc. 

ih, 'lfi :lpril t he  Cclrnrn~inict h r c m  wcrc clrlsing in on S a ~ ~ o n  from tile 
east and north. FPan Tho went to Nav Luect's house w+t.herc manv hlshland- - 7: - ----_ 
P ~ T  had s~thercd awllri=3irti2~t=! t ~ i l ~  i t r l  :i nr.1 L.r t r r~ . . i .  Han 
TIio ren~rncd to I < ! ,  I * .  !:: # - - . I  I-.. . * ' : r  >,~ : i -  11 + ! I , (  ~ I L  I,! * r : ~ t ~ r t  tn pc 



hic farn~lv (a tvral of  wvcntcen, incIudlnS his n~orhe r  and his kmthen'  
f i~rn i l~cr l  nn a bur to the filrrncr MPtCV headqu~rtars on 9 April. They 
were cniqht  In a r o c k ~ r  attack that killed snrnt. of  the rcfqees and two 
American Embawv Manne Guards. AE their hellcoptcr flex\, a\vav from 
Salyon, t l ~ c  MPlCV headquarters waq in flames (cilmc Arncncanr had 
thrn\vn rhermal grenadrs rnto thc oficrc lo dmtros tllr building). At the 
aircrdt cartier .Vidtr*fiy. nficers took Han Tho'r C h ~ m  sabrr that had btrn 
in his C~rnily fur genctatlons. Othcr highlanders. 5uch a5 Y Jut B u m  TO 
( I .  19) nod h ~ s  fam~lv. Y Rling Ruun k'rnilq Pang. Nay RI (4.17). dnd Ksnt 
Kul rnana~ril  orher mexnr ofevacuatron. C3n 2 ' ~  April, nunng Van Minh. 
now prcrldent (Thieu had fled to Tai\van), arkcd his troops to lav c i o \ ~ ~  
their arms ac tI3c Cnmmun~qt ~ C I ~ C C C  entcrrd Saipnn. Thc first d,qy of May 
11Gj marked the end of the Vietnam War. 
In nrlyhhonng Carnhndia. Phnorn Pcnh Itad cnpttulatrd on 1 i .4pnl. 

The dav I~ fo tc  thc citv <ell, I-l'li NIC Hrah. wife crZ Ksor Sink (5.1 I), and 
her ch~ldtcn \\+ere c\.acu,~tcd hv air. She joined her hurband in thc United 
Stater, where he and Y Rhan Kputlr were in a train~ng prnqrarn fcr 
Cambodian a r m y  c~fficcrq at Fnn Brmning. Gcrrrgia. She repnrted that Y 
Rhzm Enuol, Kpa Dnl~.  Krar  Dhuat. and Y Nhnm Ehan were ~ t i u  in 
Plinnrn Fenh. Larer. a Cambodian refugee m-hc\ kncrv them claimed that Y 
Nham Eban had bern killed by the Communists. 

Aftcr the f.711 of PRmim vcr;8 the FULRO mernhen rernainrn~ in the 
cir). apparentlv too:. : i %:-, :7 l r m r  many othelr ~n the Frcnc!~ Embassy ar the 
Khmer R u u ~ c  ddme the pup~llation out rntu rllc uauntrytide. Arcord~ng 
to F ~ r h t r  Frarqni~ Ponch~ud, who alsn W A S  in tht French Zrnl3arsy. on the 
morning of 20 Apnl I P;-5 the -my=- 

'VKA.~:KI-: The priest relates r l l . l r  . . I  i - . ~ ~ ~  \ L L  f-!- :. I < L  ) I~;+>I:T!- 

1 , r tcCrr .  r7)c.n ~ n d  \%vrnen who had t ; x ~ ~ h t  thc Saiscrn reynrc. rhr \-let 
Cnry  In Vietnam. and the Khrncr Rouge in Cambodia to defend their 
ternrow. The!. had counted on France. and shc had Icr them down. Thtv  
rnnrchcd awnv snrrowfulty but with their hcads high. Y 13am. the founder 
of the rnorycment. and Colonel Bun Suor. their chef; led rhe wav." '' 
"Y Ram" nbviousliv ic  Y %ham Enuol. prcsid~nt of FULRO. and 
"Cdtnnd Run Suor" i q  Bun Sur, the Mnons Rlam ulho had fled Vicmam 
to ~ t ~ l d y  in Paris. I t  W ~ F  pmnted out previoustv that he amvcd in Phnorn 



Penh zn July 1970 and waq named ch id  nf Mnndcrlkiri prtn+ncc In 
northcasterf~ Cambodia. \\,bere thc FULRO troops were acrivc. 

Farher Ponchaud alqo presents the account of a Cambodian pharrnac~sr 
who w a s  taken from the Frcrich Ernba~~v .~nd later eccaprl tn Vietnam. 
Accordine to him: 

We wcrc taken rn the Lamhrt Stad~um. tw t~  hundred mcrr.rc Cram rhc 
Ernbn~rv. There we \vent through J prcl~rn~nan. "procr7~inp'': thc Khrncr 
Raugr askctl uf tn qtnlte our rdcnhtln and wnrc our nlrnr; on unc c . i  thrrr 
IIC~F; rnilitarv. crvil rrrvanrs. puple. Then thc officers Itkc M.~lur  T ~ n h  Cllca 
and Colnncl Y Buora Futlr, and high-rankinq crrflnnls l~ke f jv tleIl(in and 
Plllck Phuon, were taken n v a v  tn truck$, Thc rest of  11s rnnvcd iritrj the hut< 
built nrr~u~ld thc cJqc\ uf'the 5tad1un1 b\-oficrn' Kinr~licr .inJ cp-nt thr niqltt 
with thr r ~ t ~ .  rlerpicr~ on tvutrdtn plattivmr."" 

The pharmacist then related hot\- he end thc clthrm (prrrurnnhly the 
FULRO mcrnht=ss) wrrc taken tn rmckr north of Phnnm Penh to Psek 
I'hneut.. t\-l~crc they joined otl~er cvacum from the capital citv. Given the 
partem of c?recuting former crHicen of Lor1 Nol's arm?;, it 1s Sikrly that Bun 
Sur w n r  killed. l iY Rham Entml and his fnIlorvers XI-erc in Eicr takcn nclnh. 
that= a!\-nyr IF the posslb7ilirv that somc n i  then1 rnishr have been ~ b l c  cn 

make therr w3v into the furctitt of the nr~rthearr and e5c3pe hack rn [he 
central ht~hlandr. Thc highlanderr arc l7ery adept at qur\ival in slrch 

T H E  HIGHLANDERS UVDER COMMUVIST RULF 

While thc Cornmur~ists were arw-tins their control in South V~etnarn. 
they allox\-cd the MIIEM to continut functioning for the month of  Ma!-. 
-,fit? ;nd Y Chon M to Duon Du wcm wporrrd t<, have been in 
r I , r:.. 1 7 1  .~LII:L-. hotvever, thc ministry 1v.m aboltrhed, a p T a n d  

%i.r?-rrx<,,*,,fl tri mrrr n ltivi.  IT,^,^. -thc-17 n'ilA in--' : r - ,  1 .. :-: t t ~ r  

n rr:rLj484- I[;< 3 7  <.1",!7.. k 1 7 ; ~  r L  r-:lKL>k- r ~ , p  T:cLl t 'l.?t Y,A\ L L I L , ~ ~  !, ).4 * .t:r- I ., 7 0  

L !I'.* I< r.t r .  i7c.r: lie alrd Y3v  V011I %%-t'rt' taken IIItQ c~~rrntjv. T h r e  were 
rcprts  thnr K C O ~  Rot had k e n  executed. Rctlrn Picli (2.2 1 ). who had bern 

di~trict chief at  Ph11 Thicn north of Cheo Rea (and who* hrnrhcr Rcom 
BRLJ ~ ' 3 %  a pcner~l in lJAVN) \\.as killed, hut hiphlandcrc rracl~ing Saigan 



afrer Chccj Rro fell rnld how rr had been donc by Jarai. who %-err an~ercd 
a t  Pioi's har5np shown some Vietnamese thc K ~ n g  of hre's mcrcd saber. 
I f-----tav ~ u e m ~ r m a s  Moul, X Bl~eng 

j - .  , I , . . i t I ~ o n M l n I j l . t > r ~  I~~i , . ,ndK~orI3t inrmnal ly  
lvcrr. !,t.~nq liclr! . ~ t  t h c  n I'TF ? i t1  t ? i h f # W F F ? n V .  CJne Rhad; 
who left \.-~crnnm in nl i6  l- . l r t ,  I - , . ; ->  ,. < T  :L ( i  : j : .~:  ;3r;>cy!ii I-< iry tllc Dam %in 
~ 3 m  WCTC v~WTRKTL~ . .I,.-t, 1 b f - f ; l ' - l . . T  i n 7  f R f l ' t + +  

q 7  !,;:-k !>t 3 .  . .r. \ . i \ '  !,;;:::: ,,\ ,!, ! - T  . , , , -  > T  , r  L , . . ,  , , T - , -  1 ,  & , > ! ; [  IT,? 

ci.!la,#,: ! , I <  9 , ;  

Thew ~c>itrcc.q a l w  r t!~tcd t h a t  a f t c ~  the fall o f  Ran M e  Thztot Y Bloc 
Eban, a5 \%-AS noted above, hccame chaimsn of the Darlnc admin~rrtati\,e 
cornrnlttet. {the equrvalcnt of pro\-ince chief). hr~r  e\-entuall~ he rvas 

replaccd bv Duc Kim. a Vlernarnc~e Vir't Cong (who had met wwth Kpa 
Koi in Jatc 1'173). Also. Y RiEl Alm, the Ccvnrnunist Iendcr, came to virit 

Ban Me ahutlt and st~rround~ng v~llager. Where\-er he went he w a s  
accompanied bv a Virtnamrw o k e r  \vho spoke Ruent Rhacii. In 
September 1 !V.5 all ofthe Frcnch priests and nunq wrcre expelled. Somc nf 
them ra~d l a m  that in July, when Kpa K ~ I  snd otlicr FULRO lcadcrq 
lrarnrd ahev had krn duped hy the Cnrnmtrnistr k a u w  them wcrc plan% 
ti1 move rnasqive numbers of V~crnamesc into thc hi~hlands.  t h y  went 
Into the form to clrgnize 3 dir~ident movement that also includcd furrner 
Son Thnn and Cll3rG (Y Thxh Ehan was scported to have joined them). 
The French mirs~onanes also reporred that Par Srnirh's hc~~pital hadl hwn 
natlonai~zd, and Sister GahrielIc had hcrn r ~ k t - n  rntn ~urtodl;. 

B\= the hyinnrng of I q;fi rt w a s  apparent t h a t  the nfi-promiwd auttln- 

crmv fbr thr. central htchlandr. t h . ~ t  had k e n  ru much to the hcntt of 
Cornmun~st yrnpaganda. wa.; nor going to he granted, Just a? thr 
Cornrnumzts 11ad dupcd Kpa Rnl and his FULRO follo~s-er~. thev had aFro 

~ i p 5 - 1 - m  chrrirrmrrc i"f 
I .  
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1  y . i l r r ~ ! ~ ~ \ t  Frki$l-.ltra t n  <ctfIe \ . ~ ~ t r ~ d r n c ' r t '  in 111c I ~ ~ g h l a ~ ~ d c .  CJri 27 
Fct-ru.+r\ ! ( +7 t i  thr S.lqon norncqtrc 'Itadlo Scrr~rr. anrrtwncrd thc r e  
clrFanizAtlotl ofthe pruxTnces tn South Vietnam (we map 7) in preparatmn 
Tor reunification with North ~ l c rnam."  Quang Btnh {in North 
Victnnrn), Qunng Tri. and T h u a  n r i e n  provincm no\\- hccarnr Rinh- 
Tn-Th~cn prorrjncc. The new Quang Nam-Ilanan3 province in- 



cluded Quang Nam and Ilanatlg municipality, whilc Quang Ngai and 
Uinh ninh wcrc fused into Nghia Binh. l'hu Ycn and Khanh 1 Ioa bccamc 
lJhu Khanh. The upland province thc Communists always designated as 
Gia Lai, which was thc same as Pleikli in area, was combined with Konfum 
to fi~m Gia Lai-Cons Turn provincc. Ilarlac and Quang Iluc were 
mergcd to bccome I lac  Lac province, while Ninh Thuan Binh Thuan 
and Binh 'ruy bccamc Thuan Hai provincr.. 7'uyc.n I>uc, Lam Dong, and 
thc city of Ilalat were rrorganizcd into Lam l h n g  province. The ncw 
province of llong Nai was composrd of Ba Ria (Phulnc Tuy), Long 
Khanh, and Bicn Hoa prtjvinccs, and the new provincc of Song Br was 
formrd by merging the Communist provincr of Thu nau Mot (Binh 
Duong), Binh Long, and Phuoc Long. 

At the same timc there wrrc. similar changes in North Victnam, and thc. 
autonomous zones of Virt Uac and Tay Bac wrrc abolished. 

On the first anniversary of thr fall of Ban Me Thuot, an article in thr. 
North Victnamcse newspaprr i y i~dn  Dh, signed by Y Hih Aleo (a mrmbrr 
of the PRC; advisory council and rcprwntative of thc ccntral highlands 
minority in the PRG), gavc hnts conccrnitlg the situation in thc high- 
lands.'" Citing the progras that had taken placc sir~cc "liberation," Y Hih 
noted d r ~ t  "at prcscrlt, people in thr Gia Lai-Cong Tulng, as ~ ~ l l  as Ilac 
Lac, arc continuing to fight to surccp away rractionary troublcm~kers 
while building a ncw life." [lhis \v;.ould appcar to be a rcfcrcnce to the 
rc-sistancc movement in these areas.) H c  alw~ notcd that "vast nncw cco- 
nomic arcas ofour state haw bccn established and intcnsive production is 
under way." Follou.ing t h s  was a Kfcrcncc to the nrw lifi in the highlands 
that would bc attainrd by "the pcople of various tlntioi~alitics." 'Ihrsc 
remarks wrould seem to havc hcraldcd the irnplcmentatio~~ of thc program 
to bring V i c t a r n r ~  i t nco  thc higl lat~ds  for cconumic dc.vdopmmt and 
also to rrlicvc the overpopulation in parts of thc lowlands. 

News rclcnscs at this timr. also co~ltairred a rhetoric that was ~.c.ry 
reminiscent of thc Dicnl erd in anntjutlcir~g programs to scttlc the 
"nomadic" highlanders in "prrrnancnt communiticu;," implying that all of 
the hghland p p l c  practice swiddtrn f~rming  which rcquircs that they 
move thrir villages ctrmstantly in search of newr fort-t that is indiscrimi- 
nately bun~cd. I n  1957 one might habye ccacuwd such ignorance by point- 
ing out that tlrc Virtnamcsc at that timc had littlc cxpcritnr-c. with thc 

?1. Tr;lrisl.~tcd in F U I S h t ' h .  l i i  Marill 1'17ti. 



Irr~!?tandrrc. hut ~n li17(< the Cornrnunt<tr L-auld ntrr makc such a c l a i n ~ .  It 

~vcwld appr.lr that t h i ~  rr~tt lcrnent  I S  pnn of  n prngrdrn t~ ar~irnrlatr the 
highlanders In mudl the wmr nfay IJicrn had attcrnptcd. Cqircn the 
resist an^-^ tri rIw hichhndr. it a l w  rnrrrc than ltkell- ha5 Tnmr wcuntr 
connderaticmr such '11; pnplrlation cnntrnl. 

In a hroadcs5t from Hanoi on I 1 Mnrch 1976 ~r XV,J< reported that "rhr 
peoplc'~ r c ~ r ~ l u h r ~ n a n .  ron1mtttc.c pfC ;!,I Cons prt7vlnc.c rcct.ritl y r t t t ~ n ~ c d  

tcnr i>frhr\urands oftrihnl t~nrnadq t~pwc-tcd dunng rhc \vdr tc- 'thr~r 1 1 a t - a ~ ~  

\ i I l n q c ~ , " ~ '  Thcl- \vcrc "rc.rctt!cd 111 6 3  zrntts. rcclarrncd 3,flOO hectare5 of 
n.artcland .~nd  3.!37(# of  K711i3\1+ rice  field^." Antlthcr hrtradca~t frtvn Manc~t 
on I t i  \la\. l 'liii dcclnrcd th.lt "rn tIts scntrnl hi~h1.1nds pro\-lnce ~i Dar 
LJC, the revi~lot ic~nan~ adnttnrstr,t't.ion 15 rnrrrii.ann9 thourandr crit;7rn1lilr 

of Edc, M'nrmg. 3 r d  C r ~ a  Rai ethnic rn inonn~r  rn rccla~m land and rrttle 

dirlv8i ti7 live in the val?c-yr tn FTOIV fcwd and indurtn.11 crops instcad of- 
ci3ntinurne thc~r  urr5tntrlt. ~~ornadrc liG on the mount.jrn COFF." '' 

Such rhetcrnc not imly an erhn ot'd~c Ilicnl etA hut 3 1 ~  that - 
-1 since the lP6frr where rnyrm'tnr\- Froups, such RT tb YT:  L .  -- - 
t i - ! : ? l &  ~ ~ l - i - \ j  lc-:,\, I.--%- t - 1 7 '  j i b :  1 C t  - 

w4. t  ' 1 I 7 i 1 1 1 7 ~ l 7 1 .  1 1 . 1  J p h * t  A m r  L x  IE:) : ' iL ! A  ' , -  ' <  ' , . , ,  , . P -  I. I :  

_: .. . ~ I \ : I I L . : I I  Il.ld ~ l f d r r ~ t t  1 .?I lfl.1 l ( J t I  " I I ~ > I T I . I ~ S C  pcnc'pl?" 117 ~cttEc' 111 ~ S C I !  

c o n i n ~ i ~ n ~ t ~ ~ ~  witbirr t hrte \-ears.'' Vote rcccntlv, In June IQi6.  Rad~o 
Hanm dccFnrcd that "l!'{ percent o i t h e  V~III~CF of rhr MIO. Dan (Fan Fu). 
and X u ~ n  Luu tnbnF curnpatnrrtr in the nlotintaln arcas and aJr>ng rhr 
bordcr have dven up tlicir nomarfic f~rminq h ~ b ~ t s  for r11e ~-otlpcran\-~- 
zatlon s~qtern."'~ On 21, June. Y Rloc Eban. chalrnian of the Penplr's 
Rrvcrlnnclnan. Comrnjttcc ! r f  nar Lac pmv?nre. aatcd In a rpcch 
rccnrdtd hv Radio Hanoi that there had heen a corrgdcrable increnw in 
a e n c t ~ l t ~ ~ r a l  produttit~n in the hiFhIands. adding t h a t  "mnrc than I ~ l . n ~ ~ ~  
hiqhlanden have gone 1 0  rhe lo\\,landr to ~ettle for wdentaty &rrnlnq."'- 
(It 15 not c l n r  ~ - i i c t l ~ ~ s  he meant lolvcr elev;ttinn$ in the hlFhlarrds o r  the 
Iowlandt as such.) Hc a l w  declared that "R-c !lave built manv new cc* 
nornlr roncs and helpcd . i I1 .000  pcopIc ta ~ t a b ~ l ~ z e  thc~r lives airrr w t t l ~ n g  
in tlir new rconomlc ronrr." 



Iluring this ~ r i r d  thcn. also were annolrncemcnts of ncw cconornic 
zr>nrs in somc upland arras for Vietnamese xttlers. 0 1 1  29 May 1976 Radio 
Saigon broadcast that thc largest group to datc had lc-ft Saigon for the 
cconomic zoncs and that thcy itlcludcd 3,000 who went to Song Bc 
provillcr. and 1 ,IL.70 tcl I)olig Hai."* O n  1 June the samc source rcportcd 
that 2,340 people had gone from Qui Nhon to ncw cconomic mncs in Gia 
Lai- Cong Turn." 

h r l y  in June a United Nations team led by D r .  Victor Umbricht, 3 

SWISS Intrrnatic~nal Itc-d Cross offirrial, r~rr~mmcnrkd that 31-32 millinn in 
aid bc givcn Victn~m to assist in a number of programs. one of the most 
important uf which would br resettlement. 'I'he report stated that "it is 
prrfcrtlg lcgitimatc-" fur thc Vietnamese government to seek resettlement 
of %>me 8 million people in placcs likc the central highlands. I t  also poinccd 
out that this aid would br in addition to some 372.5 milliorl already bcing 
providcd by Comrnu~~ist countries, Swrdrn, and Japan for resettlement 
programs.30 

At this time there was the first public admission that there was among 
the highlanders organized rfiistance to the Commuliist regmc. On 10 
June 1976 Radio Hanoi reportcd on a South Victr~am Wnmcrl's Likra- 
tion Union confmcncc and onc passagc in the rcport stated that "in thc. 
ethnic minority arcgs in thc st,uthc-mmt,st part of central Vietnam, ethnic 
minority women guided our troops in tracking down FULIXO clcmrnts 
and ral1c.d on thrir husbands and sons to return and report to thc 
administration." 

lluring the early months of 1976, preparations for clcctions for a tlca 
National Asscmhly for all nf Vietnam (a preliminary step in reunification 
of the country) werc. being made. The elections were hcld on  25 April 
1976. In Lam Ilong, of thc four a~wmbl~men  elected, two appear to harc 
k n  highlanders-K'H'yic-ng and Kiche-both of whom probably wcrc 
from Koho-spcaking groups. Of the fivc c.1rctc.d in Dac Lac. Umong 
Ngiet Dam, Mrs. Serdien Kla, and Y Bloc Eban w-crr the three highlanders 
clc.ctcd. In Gia Lai-Cong Turn, of the six elected. four oEthc namcs-Kujr 
Kron (a Jarai), Kapha Kinh (this might be a deformation of the jarai namc 
Kpa Kinh). Ilinh Up  (Uahnnr), and Thutjng Y Buong-would sccm tcl hc 

'18. ~ l - r a ~ ~ r l n ~ ~ . r l  ill FHISAPA. I Jtuic I ! I i ( i .  
29. Rcyurrcrl I ~ I  FRIS-AI1.4. Ili Jutlc 1!171i. 
311. -'U.N. Stuci>= Lrgcs 11~-.1x-y V ic r i~a r~ i  Aid .-- I~'.I;/I~~I,~I~III 1 5 ~ .  2 J11nc l'l71i 
3 t . Translawd in FBISAI'A. 1 7 June 1 !)71i. 



from local ethnic grr~ups. Dieu Thi Loi, identified as "Cahu Ma," was 
among the six elected from Dong Nai.32 

Thc National Assembly convcncd for thc first time on 24 Junc 1976 in 
Hanoi. 13uring rhr plcnary sc-ssion four southern highlandrrs wrrr named 
to thc Nationnl Assembly Commission for Nationalities. Thcy wcrc Y 
Buong (dclcgatc tiom Gia Lai-Cong Tum), K'Hyieng (Lam Dong), Y 
Bloc Eban ( I h c  Lac), and Ksor Kron (Gia Lai-Glng Turn). Anothcr 
Comrnl~nist highlander who followed the Viet Minh in 1:)-I-.>. Y Ngong 
Nie Kdam, was namcd trl the Public Hralth and Social Welfare Commis- 
sion of the National Assc.mbly (he had been sent to Russia h r  medical 
training).-33 

Also. during this plenary session Chu Van Tan. thc Nung kadcr and 
early C:ommu~~ist leader among the highland grnups in northern Vietnam. 
addrcsscd the National Assembly, stating that "bccausc imperialism con- 
tinucd its activiticrs against the revolution and uscs its lackcys to IIPPOSL' it, 

thc lines and policies of our party and state must be intcnsivcly dis- 
wminatcd among thc national minorities." Hc. also advocated a policy to 

have "=ttlcd ntjmadic cthnic minority pcoplc" and a program h r  cstah- 
lishing "lirw populous arcas in thc mountain rtrgion." -I4 

On 2 July 1976 the Natinnal A ~ w m b l y  prr~claimcd thc reunification of 
thc country and voted to namc it thc Socialist Rcpublic of Victnam. A 
nationalist flag and a national emblem wcrc adoptcd. Hanoi bccamc thc 
capital of thc new nation (the sixteenth largcst in thc world and thc third 
most populous Communist statc). Saigon was oficially rc-namc-d Ho Chi 
Minh City.35 Ninctecn days aficr thrsc prcxrlamations, on IL1 July. the 
twenty-wcr~nd annivrrsary of the signing of the Geneva Agreements 
passcd unnoticcd. 

THE END OF A WAY OF LIFE? 

In spitr ofall that has happcncd. up t c l  thc prcsrnt time thc highland people 
have tenaciously clung to a way of lifc that had bccn tmnsmittrd from unc 
bwneration to antjthcr through thc. long mntunes. Thry have lived in their 
small ct,mmunitics surrounded by kin and closc. neighbors, sustaining 

:Vl. ILcpond In FUIS.41'.4. 3 May and 1 I .May I!li(i 
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thcmsrlves farming thc slopcs and bottrlm land, fbllowi~~g thc never- 
ending cycles of rainy seasons foHowcd by dry wasons. of ficlds plantcd or 

fallowing. In the nearby streams thcy drew thrir water, bathed, and fishcd. 
The surrounding forests supplitd them with game, wild fruits and vcgr- 
tables, and the wood, bamboo. and rattan fc~r their artifacts and houm. 
'I'hc l~ighlat~ders scrupulously observed tl~cir a~~cictlt. traditional rituals, 
hrrdcd sigl-ls and clnlcns, and tried to kcup ill harnlorly with thcir many 
deities. Through tirnc, thcy ctlnsistently havu bucn pcuplc. with a sym- 
biotic, almost mystical, attachment to the green uplatld. Thcg haw been 
the Sons oithc Mountai~~s in cvcry wnw. 

n c y  cr>uld havc r~ldurcd without the world bcywld thc. mountains. 
but, as thc fc1rcgc:oing chapters (and tllc companion hook, Somi r!( flit 
:Wourrmir~s) haw chronicltd, with thc passagc of timr the more advatlccd 
outsiders cncrr3achc.d on thcir way of lifc. This is not to say that they lived 
it1 total isolation---histclrically many of thcm engaged 111 tradc with low- 
landers. although it was not vital to their s~~rv iva l .  In thc mid-twelfth 
century, Cham armics were the first pcnctrating forcc frrlm the outsidc. 
Then thcrc wrcrc the Victnamew with thcir "pacification" schcmcs on thc. 
catcrn fringr of thc. cordillera. It was thc French who in thr late ninetwnth 
century brt~ught tlcr cntire rcgit,~~ undcr thcir colonial rulc.. !I March 10-13 
was a fateful day when the Japanese took over thc administration. marking 
thr first involvement of the highland people in international conflict. Wit11 
thc cnsuing Indochina War, tllc highlandcrs bccamc. "a pc.ople in bc- 

a .  twccn, and thc Ckncva Agrwmcnts put thc mountain c-ountry under 
direct Vict~lamcsr contrrd for the first tirnc. 

Thc. p>st4rnrva period of pcacc was all too fleeting, and with the 
Victnam War the highlanders again wcrc "a prtlplc ill bc.twc.t.n." With its 
modrm weaponry, however, this war had a f;ry much greater than that of 
the Indochina War, and much of the fightins took place ill the uplands. 
Highland villagers bcarnc thc- targets of both sidcs. and rvholc. tthnic 
groups wCrc swcrpt from thcir traditional tcrritorics as thcy wrrc. envcltlped 
in the violence. By 1973 the cxisting c.thnt11inguistic maps were rcndcn-d 
invalid. An rstimated 200,000 highlandcrs dicd during the Victnarn War, 
and an estimated 85 percent of the villagers were forced, one way or 
another, to flee as rehgees. 

Rut, disrupting as the ever-increasing contact with thc outsidc was for 
the pcoplc ofthc. mountains, it did over a period oftimc givc them a grcatcr 
awarcntr-ss that they shared among thcmsclvcs a way of lifc sctting thrm 



apart from the intruders. I t  was this awarcnmr thac hsled the Python God 
n,~f~ \ - i s t~c  rnovemcnt a? ~t 5kvepr much n i  thc h i ~ h l a n d ~  the la t r  

Io.;f)s. I t  a f ~ o  w . 1 5  thiq atv.lrcncs< h ~ s t  createti a hnnd anlong many af the 
rl~tr. from drtfcrtnc c t h n ~ c  groups. r e u l r i n ~  sn a pattern ~ f t n t c r m a ~ a g c .  
R v  the end (lithe Frcnch administranon 111 1934 rherr had crnerycd 3 

defilnzc h~qhlander ethnic identity ammF rhc Zlertrr+ducated leadcrr. It 

m ~ s t a H ~ r ~ J  tnrn cthnonat~onal~zm w ~ t h  rhr U ~ j a r a k a  rnnvenlcnt oi the  late 
l 1 ~ . i O ~  and the FULI<@ rnovcmrrnt in the I9fiOr. During this period, Irlrer- 

marrlaTc nrnon? checl~tc i~milies incrca~cd, T C ' F Z J I O I I ~  in 3 k ~ n  ncrwork thnt 

spread among the  rn.~-ic\r grnups, ernbrac~ng c iv~l  and milat,~n: Icadrrr on 
the got-crnrnc-rtt and Cnmrntrnlst crdc5 alike. Bv 1 ?7(1 the h1ghl3ndttm were 
well (in [Iirtr w,n7 to hccomjng a As that drcade unioldeJ, I~owcvet. 

the u*3r worwncd and Iwcarnc wanton. leaving no part of  thc mor~ntain 
muntry untortched. It hccame painf~lllly clear to the highland leader5 that 

the vcl?; c.lr~rzc~cnm~h@rei~~pIc \\+a% being thren tcned. At t h ~  pulnt. thc 
mt ot-<k,rvlv3! CL-!F I~LC.  1 : I l k *  <:~Tz-xK ~ ~ f i , l l ~ ~ T l l .  

I ~ n d \ .  T h r  atltanoms th:lt thc  Cnmnlitn~rri had prt3rntrcrf will never he 
granted and ethnnnaticlnalisrn clrarly wtlP ncver be tolerated. Dedic,ltcd 
lendcrr such as Y Thih €ban and Kstx  Rot have h e n  killed wh~ le  Nav 
Luctt and all oh the othcls have bccn incarceratrd under hnnh condition<, -- - - - c- 

m ! ~ L ; - i G t l t F h : ~ i F G r ~ ~ ,  r L . f i ~ ~ . = r c  wh;tr 1.. t= cclni i f iki  
, . . - 

L:~-:.tc:cr~h:~-. c: ir:? ;I{,: 6 4 . l : ~ -  .-tr~ry::J~. I I . ) ~  L - : ~ T T ~ <  > ~ ? . ? t ~ t  i r J , ) ! !  , - ; r h  11:  ::?t. f ,-c-.i L. 

l?., !:llti-. b ti!<, r ' d , ~ \  t i : -  : ! : c  L . , ~ ! l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ : ~ ~ ; ~ ~ r ? l I l I N ~ l ~ ~  L\\XL > r L i  

highlanders tras clearly cpclled clut t r r  prt.lgram$ and p~ibllc stJtcmrnts. 

bcrrh m i  which wrrr rcrntnirccnt of the Ihcm era. Euprcwions r;t~ch as 
"aibal nomad$" and "unstable nornad~c Ilfe on thr rnountaln tops" 
echcw~ of IPS;. Pmqramr to te~ettIc the hishlandcrs in "permanrrrt cnm- 
rnunrtier" and thaw rnvolvinp rnawvr movcmencs of V~cmarnew into 
lipland "ncw populous artas" and "rcranornir zontrs" are likc dreary 
replavs of thc IIiem schtrnrs. It i q  apparcnt that the prrvnt  Hanoi rcpme 
no more than thc Saignn rcgintc of thc I?SOc has anv intcnnon OF 
hononnp hyhlander l and  claim< or their right to arhltr~tton based on their 

-- 
own incillgcnous laws. Tlc  i ~ x 1 7 c  t : l n r T ~ m m i m m  . . ~7!q-t-c.r,,FL~--7ivT~~T::r-, > r r i r L % .  I=. i ~ .  {r [ c , , : ,  , , i  ,;,. ,.: ! r  1 %  ,cL;: b t  r ; lL, 

' L v ; b l ~ ? ~ i j  p l t v i l , : r ~ < i l ~  

,,.)u 'Ilr. 1:t~hlanilers have rrnched thc most crucial phase In the 
ctrugqlc to prrservc t h c ~ r  wav oilif? and thetr ethnic idenatv. Thev have 



bccn --%51irI rhc A ~ n c ~ : i i ~ - t n  m. TIIC 
highl;li:,Ic.r\ . .I.'- ~ L . I I . I I T I  1 1 ;  t : ~ i ? r  i :Il,~zc.\ \\ 1 1 '  \t.r ti>' ( l i t :  \ $ . I \  * ,;:, ,:.pear ac 

them chtldrcn llccornr. part of the  ncxv socral~st L'lctnarncw ruIturr .  A frw 
dances and nanve coaurncs will be permitted so that r~ritors ran he sliown 
the ''natlonnl minrrriticr" in thc nc\v Vletnam. Thr high1ander crhnic 
tdentity. howrccr. will ~ ~ ~ r v i v e  with those who ha\-c chntcn to rmst. T h m r  
~trussle may he futile and thcy may spend their lirfi In diwidcncc. hut a t  

Feast they will hc Sons of che Mountains. free trn thc forest, 



AFTERWORD 

Following thc I976 reunification nf the two Victnams, Hanoi's cfforts at 
integrating the ccntral highlands into the ncw socialist state through a 
proccxs of Victtlamization itltc.ru;ificd until the cnd of 1978, when to all 
indications the pacc slackened. 'I?lrough 1976 and 1977 brgc numbcrs of 
lowland Virtnamcsc were rmcttlcd in upland economir zones-' During 
that same prriod there were reports of "nomadic" highland pcoplr being 
regrouped in "permancnt" villages wherc they received a "ncw culture." 
A 30 May 1978 articlc in the Mew York Tifites reportcd that sincr 1976, 
some 1.33 million pcoplr had b~vrn rmttlcd (it specified that 100,000 
Vietnarncw had been scnt to Dac Lac province) as part of a grand plan to 

I .  A 9 I)cccmlxr 1976 kadirr Hsl~rli hroadc~st (trarnbnd in FHISiAl'h. I6 I lec~rnlxr  l !I i f i !  
rep~rtcd t l~at  "N'arly 3W.W f 10 Chi Minh City dwellcn ~ B C  Itit for M-xv ~ - C O I H * ~ ~ C  Z~IIIM." most of 
m-hirh wcrc m upland 5rn1g k- a l J  1)l)rlg Kai prr~vil~rcr. About th- snmc tinlc it w ~ s  rcpllrtcd In 
alir*thcr I*rcmknrt ~tra~islatrd by FBIS;APA. Il I k n m b r r  1!)7(i) rhar ax  nf h tc  Clrrr)hcr 1!176. Gis 
I.ai ( h n g  'run1 pnlvil~rr had n-a-ivcrl nlurc than I.i.fllHlwttlm (nir11 Nghia Uinh pmvlncr, and p l : ~ ~ ~ s  
werc bring 1ilack ior :1.IM111 Is l r~rcm to hc nruvrrl Crt~rn Ha Nan] Nilih pro\-irlr-c-. 1111 28 Marc-11 ]!If i. an 
anickc p t h l i h d  in the lurwspap-r XI& lY#t ( u a m l ~ n r l  it] FBIS:'AIIA. 2 May 1977) rlc?;rrlhcd hou- 
10.000 pwplr tit1111 I lue had hm ~ntwed tri 1)ar Lac p r u ~ i n c ~ .  

9. In a R . ~ T ~ I ~ C C  to thc Itliadi.. .Mnong. strd Jarai. a 1 Ofloher 107ri hr t~adc~st  film Hanoi 
(rramlatcd in FHISIA1'.4. T2 Octcrbcr I!I?fi) rcvcalL-J that -'Mort than Sl).oMl plr~plr  of thc Jdc. 
.%l'nong. and Gia Rai crhlec rninrwiti-. about t>nc--rc~irh of  rhc ppulation ut-13ar LJC p r r r r i n ~ .  had 
a h @  a x ~ h d  dgrimlrural lifc." In a 28 Cktohr 1976 Ho Chi ~Minh City bnudc35t (trandnted by 
FBIS/APA. 9 N o v r m h ~  1976) cr~nct-rning "thr &vrlt>pmc.nr of thr  cultural rllrlvcmcnt in th- 

mtwntaln arras." tlie Vicc Minisrcr t ~ f  Culturc p l d  the qurstion. '-Undcr what rnrcumstanrr3 : ~ t ~ d  
m d i t i o m  hart- wc bcgun ti* build a ncw cr~ltum in thr  an-as inhabircJ by rhc cth~tic n~illonry 
matinnalitics in rhr u~llrlii" and aft<-r aliwu?sing this tr~pic he mnclrdrd.' "It is nl-awry to rradiratc all 
uf thc o u t m r d d  customs and supcmitrom which thc Ammicam and pupp-ts wr~ght  ttr ddcwlnp and 
s v d  among thc rthnic rnintmty nationditls whilc gradually bringing thc rn-w culture t o  <-ad1 area 
inhabiu~l  hy the p p k t * f c a c h  cthnic ntintlrity naticmality in wcordanc-r- with thcirabihty tr,aaimila~c 
this ntw culture." Twn by  later. uli 30 (ktober,in an additional broadcast (translad by FBIS-APh. 
1 1  Nclvcrnbcr lYiG), t l r  Vlcc Ministc-r oiCultur outlined "fiw utl~nic minr~rity mnes." %- first 
embraced the groups in the central highlands (thc rwhcr mncr wcrc- fur the Cham, tht  Khmcr Krt*111. 
thc Cll~incw. a d  nurtIlcr11 upland i- thnicpups that had m m c  south in 19.5-r). Thr nlilnirtrr nuttd that 
in thr  fiat zom. " T h  p c ~ t  ccrlnumir potcntlsl has not yet hr-n cxploired and 4s a mul r  rhc matmal 
and cultural shndards tlf rhc cthuir minority arc still low." 



move 10 million people during a 20-ycar pc.rit~d.~ 'I'his source also revealed 
that 260,000 "Montagnards" had been regrouped. 

In 1978 the Vietnamese economy cxprricnccd a downward turn. For a 
variety of masons-including bad weather, the ill-adviscd attempt to 

cullcctivizc. sr~uthc-rn Vietnamese farms, and shortagm of furl and chemical 
fertilizers-paddy production i n  thc Mc.kong rivt-r delta began to decline 

seriously. To makc matters worse, on 23 March 1978 the government 
moved against f r c ~  cntcrpriw in the south. shutting down thousands of 
thrivitlg businrssc-s, which precipitated the cxodus of C1hinc.s~ entre- 
prcncurs, technicians, and skilled workers, a11 ofwhom played vital rtj1c.s in 
the t-conomy. ?'he international situation also affected the Victnamcw 
rcrmomy. lktcriorating relations with neighboring China and Cambodia 
lrd early in 1979 to conflict with both nations, nccc3sitating a general 
mobilization. Victnam was again at war. 

thc rnd r ~ f  1980 the Sin-Victnamcrsc bordcr was still the scene of 
sporadic fighting. In Cambodia the Victnamrsc. army of oc-cupation was 
plagued by harassmtnt from the deposed Khmcr Kougc, who had become 
gumrillas. Hanoi also had assumed the costly and demanding task ofcoping 
with the shattered Khmer society." 

These developments appear to havr contributed to the decision to slow 
thr pact: of resettlement. Significantly. in May 1978 the Haiioi govern- 
ment asked the World Council of Churchcx for S:! rnillirln in aid over a 
twu-year period to support an ccontlmic zone in Lam Ilong province. 111 

May 1979 when two membcrs ofthc Church World Service visited thu sitc 
it had 8,500 residents, and thc plan was to haw a population of 100,IKK). 
The aid funds were approrycd and  uscd to provide. bulldo~crs, heavy tn~cks, 

R c p ~ r t i n g o n  a . M i n i s r r y t ) f A k ~ ~ ~ ~ l r i ~ w  c ~ ~ I I ~ ~ w ~ I c ~ .  ill Nh~tmt lg .  n 16 January 1!17T H . I ~ L I ~  brt,;lrlt-ast 
(translated in  FBI5.41'A. I8 Janilsry 1976) rlc-rr~hcd how thc -'7!i(!.WHI cthnic niiiloriry- prlpk- 
lcadlng a ~ i r m i ~ d i c  11it." wrluld lw rhc t a q - t  adthr- ~ - \ - t l l b ~ t i r l ~ ~ ~ r ~  adrllirliar~ti~>ll.5 ~ t h r r s  to  hat=<. thrm 
ailttpt "a rrkntar?; lit? a ~ l d  cultir-dtir311 Ira r1i.w- \-lllngt~." A '13 .March 1977 artirlc in t11r I I:~rini 
p~tblic.~tic)n 7bp 1pC:b; CJ;~I ,~  Sirr (the Cummuni~Juum.al!  rt,n<-c-rliir~g "clrvc.lrrp~r~tr~t" rlithc h ~ ~ h b n d j  
uutlltled a whcrne t;,r rcscrrling r-ast n u m h r s  r~ t 'V ic tns r r l r~  ;lucl t r l  "lwlp 1.5 nul11o11 numads in rhr 
r t~oun ta i~~r r~ i s  an-as rc> adopt rcttlcd tdrrni~lg .rind ?*~tlrrl  l ix-il~~." Alul III March 1'376 at the Lam Ihl l~r :  
prr~sincial party congrcs it was rr-p>rurrl t h ~ t  rnorc than I8.1Ml) " I U I ~ I A ~ I C  cthnir mintwit)- prrlplr h . ~ w  
at t lcd and rns;lsg~-d in crop cultir-~tin11" (J rn l l s l a t~u l~  ir h u n d  in FBISAI'A. I 1 k1;lsrc-11 19ih). 

3. Fox Butu-rfwld. -'Vlctnarn I'lans I L c ~ ~ t f k m ~ n t  t,f 10 Millitm to\.rr XI Yrzt?;." :XPII- k-,ltk 7brc;. 
31 ,Ma)= 1978. 

4. "Vi~.rrlsm." in A s i d  1979 i ~ c a r h k  (Hong K ~ I I I ~ .  F J ~  Eawcm Er<,n<~r~iir I<*-virw. 1939). pp. 
3 Ifi-23; Nayan Chsilds. "Nu I+cc U'ithuur cum prom^^." hn L~srerr~ tiori,vrrir Kc~~i rn ,  101l. no. IT 
(1!mu): R-211. 



and other equtpmenr. \%%en t l~c  rconclrnlc zone W.I\ v ~ r r t d  agatn ~n June 
198n thc pnpulanon had nren ro o n l y  ?,3fM.' 

Informarion nn both Cnnrmunlst and non-Cornmuntn hrphlnnd Icnderr 
during the 19?6-1?8n period \Tar rdasivtly rparre. O n  20 Decembcr 
3I17Ci rt w a c  announced that 3 ncw Vrctnam Communist Pattv had bccn 
hrn~ecl .~ Amon? i t 5  rhrrtv-two alrcrnare rnc.mh=rs, numbers 3 1 and 32 
rr-ere Y Bloc Ehnn and Y Ngong Nie Kdam respectively. Y Wang MI0 
muon nu war nnrned dcpvcv dirrctor of the Ccntral Committct. for 
Nahnnnliner.- O n  22Apnl 1 !JJ7 rt nuaq reported in .l'lr,itr Diirl that Gcner~l 
Sccrcrarl; Lc Ouan had \-iatcd Dac Lac pnwince and had been greeted bv a 
committtr otTtighland Cnrnmunlst leaden rnrltlding Y Rih Aim, member 
U C  t h ~  I'rw~diurn (>I-' the Ccntr~l Ctlmn~irtcrt. n i  the lrictnsm Fnthcrland 
Front: Y Rloc Eban, rtand~nf: rncrnhtr ofthe Dac Lac Communr~t Par? 
Ccrrnmltcee and cliairman 0 6  the prnvlncc Fnthcrland Front Cornrn~rtee; 
a n d  Y Wan< b4lo 17um I)u, mcmhr~ of the Central G ~ m m i t t r c  nf cllc 
C'ict~iam Fatherland Fmnt. Le Dr~an then went  tn Gin LJI-Cnnr Turn 
province ~vherc hc was rncr hv 3 deleqaticrn that included K w r  Kmn.  
aFtrrnatc member clfthc Cornrnunirt P ~ r t y  Cornrnitrec In thc provlncr and 
charman of rhr Pr.c~plr's Comrn~ttee: Y Pall. alternate memhcr of the 
Csnrral Conimrrtee of the Vietnam Communist Party; and Kpa n ~ n ,  
comm~ndcr of the Arrntd 'Forces for Gia L~I-Cnnq Tum=jn~e.  _ -  - - - -- --. - _ _ _ + . . C L - I  - 

f i r  r l r c  !~iclal :TI<! I : ~ c l ? : r r  1, hr r 11 1rI fvrrr .~rn:ttc*rl by r i l~ .  C- . ,nim : r ! ~ l < t ~  I*. 

refugees In I'ans, pwcnred a map ~ h r r n ~ ~ n p  Ioc.>t~onq nf principal polit~rat: 
prironk and rreduranon camps rn lvhat had hcen South Vietnam.' Pnsons 
cnntalmng mmo than I ,NIT) lnmnrer w-rre located In Dalat .  Dan hlc Thuot. 
Ple~ku, and Konnrm. Reeducation camps with more than were 
fonnd in Kontum, Pleiku. Dtlc Lap. and Don Ihong,  \vhlle those with 
i.CKln trr mow were in An Khe and Gia Gal. 

Enrlv rn 1978, Trruneh Han Tho encountrred a Tho (one of t l ~ c  northern 
upland ernups) who had t~ved in the central htshlands incr  1954 and had 



just escaped Vietnam hy boar. H e  reporred that rn December I gT6. Nay 
Luert's familv had bccn informed that he had "committed suicide" f n the 
prison. The Tho refi~sec also rclatcrt that Senator Ksor Rot and Y T l ~ l h  
Eban h ~ d  heen killed around the time of the Communist ukeoves. The 
same informanon was ohta~ncd from nvo youns h~ghlandem of clite 
farndi- who mc3ped hv  haat In 198.  Unc of them reported that Lar leadm 
L1r.n~ Hc-r N ~ h c o  also had dicd in ptjqon. This rcfut9ee a150 dtw~ibcd 
, m ' P t r . a K V 3 F E i  i-n ranF5. 
r s 1  a , - , . f ~ t - ' ;  ?,lL! \ , l t T L ~ ? l ! : ~  t L L > , i l  ; ? : r l - ! > L n .  k ; ~ ? i ~ l , l ~ ,  \!I 1 7  7 .  I%.& ,lI:. , l-7, f*T 

I . T ! : ~ ! :  r \  15 . l r  t " r  r 1 7  4rG: !'c i . ; i ~ \ r  (_:cvnrnuni~r tnrnpr k,rsup~ctf thc \111.1~c=r .111d 

conti~catcd tlic hancstr, I r . ~ v ~ n g  lrttle fclcld for the populanon. 71rt.y a l w  
atfirmed that rewtance hv FULRO was  rclnrinuing. 

Behveen Jzilv 1976 and Januan 198 E a varicn. of sourccs dcrcnbcd 
FULRO-conducted renrtance tu Commcini~t n~le  in the h~ghlands. A 2.5 
February 1x7 amclc in rhe newpaper Qlr'itr Dlii ,VJJ,~~ Ddrr (Pcnyle's 
Armv) ntlecl "The Battlefield 1% Still Becore Them" '4-mbcd rn~ l t tarv  
operabons In Lam I3ong pmv~nce." It related that troop5 of  the 6th 
Battalion bvere sta tinned In v i l l a~es ,  <ca!in~ 111 the htshlandcrs' houscr and 
accornp~nvin~ them to the fields. 

Refugees hive proven a nch source of infomatian on FUPRO nc- 
tivities. In April 1977. JAV Scarhorou~h rccelved a letter fri~rn a Chnm 
fkicnd ~vho  Itad just mcnpcd Vietnam that came month. TIte letter desmhcd 
"Four diviqions" of  Cham and hi~hIandrr dirsidents led by Kpa Moi, the 
FULFIU leader. It a ! ~ o  rc-vealed that the Comrnunias had sent svcr.11 
div~sions to pacify hlFhland areas considcrcd "jnsecurc." 

According ro a 1 l t ~ne  19 iP  article In the .*\i.rrn \-t*rk Tirrres, a Former 
captain ( a  Vretnamcse) otthc Saiyon armv tncnunttred it1 a H o n ~  Knns 
rci~lgee mrnp claimed that  he rcccntIy had kern involved in IruerriFla 
operations 1%-ith FULRO troop.'" U F F ~ ~  Amencan-made wraprmr ~ n d  
field radios. they would hunch attacks about nncc a month ayalnqt thr 
Cornmuni~n In Lam Dong province. Another Vietnarncw rcft~~rrc rc- 
prrrtectl to have had runtntrt ~ 7 t h  FULRC) Ruddhirt monk TIlzch Thicn 
Q u a n ~ ,  who had h t n  3 subordinate nf Thich Tri Quang. tender of 



Buddhrrt oppnotion to thc regme rlf Nyo  Dtnh Diem and Nguven Van 
Thtcu.' ' Intm~exved in a camp on Bintnn Irland, Indoneria, on 12 July 
3 979, Thien Quang described how he and Tri Quang had k e n  imprtsoned 
after thr Cornmonist cakeover and rrleawd in 1977 (by which time fi 
Quanq had lwcn tedl~ccd to a skclctonlikc cripple). Fc~rccd to go into 
hiding fofFr.\wng a Buddhict prorest in March I 978, Thicn Quang dvssed 
as a l a t m ~ n  and made h rs way into the hlqhIand~. There hc made cnntact 

with FULRC3. He mlated that in April IPrR, FWLRC) units had occupied 
rhc town of Cheo Rco and suhwquentl y had clarhed w~th  Communist 
unirr, including the "Ycllnrv Star" Thtrd Army llrvtsion In the area south 
of Ban Mc Yhunt. When asked where the antl-Communist ptr~upr oh- 
talned thc~r weapclnr, thc monk q l ~ c d  that thcv purchawd many from 
Communi~t rc~ldiers, adding. "If y-ru have gold vou c30 buy anything In 

V~ctnam ntrw." 

Ir also \\,as r*-1*ealed at  rhjr time that a link had been establiqhed between 
FULFLO arid thr Khrntr Rrrugc. who ncrw- .r\..ert. tnyaged in gucrrilln wat- 

f ~ r c  again5t the Vicrnamcce forcm crcn~py in~  C~rnhr~dra. The source ofthir 
informnt~on was l ~ n p  Sarl;, one of the Khmcr Rouse Icadcrs. who w a s  

intcrwet~,rrl t t  Colarnh, Sri Lanka, in June 19 JP 
h r  Erlrrern Ec~narric_Rri!iq~i~S?qj-ointed out 

- - 

- r r 7 1  i r ~ r l  nrhcr  r ~ l ~ ~ l l ~ i  ~ I I \  ' i l l '  rc- rplt~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 3 1  1 1 / 1 ' 1 f  171 1-L. Ll: \ 1 

.*':r;11 -'I: ~ i 7 , n :  \CSIOIIS  TtYlFt.lT3iC' [('I I ~ C  !- i- i~~)~li ~ c c i ~ i i ~  - .. 1 !:L- I-L Ll< \ . j  
1 :  ! p >  l~ ! .4 11, t I \ ~ ~ ~ \ ~ : T . I T I ~ T ~ I .  ' 3.4rx r ~ ~ p > r : t * ~ ! .  ' [ c  ~ h ~ L l t ~ n g c  ~ n r e l ~ ~ g c ~ ~ c e .  
rn~l~r . l rv  exFncnce aslr qct ~ u c n l l a  w~ri .~r t .  trntnrng.'' Hc esplarncd that 
nftes the Khmer Rouge were deposed ~r became dlfficulr to rupplv rhe 
h ~ ~ h l a n d e n  with i m d  and ammunition. Th~s. however. dtd not kswn 
thclr - - collabosat~on. -- " C h  the contrary," Saw notrd. " t - m  - - - -  -- - 

W; :v,t\ rr!;rF I,r>t<On \v l?* i !~  rlnl\ r7lt.t I ' T ~ ~ \ I - I ~ ' ~ T ~ F I ~ C < >  r ' t ~ r ~ . c .  i t  c.l?!,.rs . . 
' .: '7836:\ :[ I I ~ ~ T ? : L ~ ~ ! ~ . ~ T E . ~ \  C C ~ J < I I I . ~ [ C -  I ~ I I H ~ ~ :  . F I I L I  : . I < ! %  1 1 ,  ,lratIl.'' Hr also 
c1.umctl rliat tiurrng tllc Fclvt~ary-March 147" pcnllrf t h t  FULRO krllcd 
some two hundred 3ommment troops I R  the Ban Me Thuot. Pleiku. and 
Konrurn areas, 

On 14 Nrlvemhrr 1979, thc Khmer Rougc'r clnndestine Vorcc c-rf 

I I 1 arno P Ttcrhl. "Orrlrrl nfFlrnrrl Euddh~sr In H<* Chr Mrnlt Clt\ Rcvcalcd." S r ~ r -  I i v k  '!;*me<. 
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I .' V ~ i a n  Chanda. "Imc kn. Un~rc filr Chir  Cnt~nrn.." FCR Ld~;r.tmr E ~ n ~ m l r  RTI.ICII, 1414. no i 
I I ' t - Q !  lab- 1 1  



Democranc Kampuchea repr~rted that  it% government had received a l emr  
from "Anuk N'garn" ("Son nf N'gnm")." T l ~ i s  pseudonvm. denred 
horn tht-name iria IrFend.lrv Cham hem. \va< t1wJ bv a Charn leader frtrm 
Phan Rang tvhc~ had beet1 ~nvnlverl rn thc FULRO revolt sr Ruon Sar Pn 
in September 1 CJ6-3. In the letter hc tvas ~dcntificd as pnmc rnlrllsrer nithe 

Deca-FLTLRC3. (It xva? ncjtcd p r ~ ~ i ~ i n ~ ~ s l v  that Drqa mc;rns "Snns ~i the .. 
Mo~trtt,linc" and that i t  had appeared I I I  Y Rh~nr ' s  Icttcn a( "Pc~I-Chnrn. 
anocher dcr~gnarion h s  FULRO.) Thc Ir-rter al~o ~dcntificd rhc prc.;idcnr 
of thc rnn\-cilwnr as " N d m n ~  Hrnuol" (which crtnc~-ivat~ly n ~ l ~ h t  I3c Y 
Rham EnuoF d c i o m r ~ i  in .tmn<cnptic~r~). Thc brn.ldcarit cln~med thnt thc 
lrttrr rcarfirmcd thc cc~fllnhnratirrn bcrwren thc- t~vt.rr grtwIpt in tht.lr 

3 .  

and rxtemrnators. who Jrc thc common rnrrnv uf our  twc* Fcnplc. 
The Vorcc. r~~l7trnorrat ic  K.~mpuchea rcplrtcd o n  2:lJan~ian. 198fl that 

.I wcond DCC.I-FUI+RC, Fctrrr (d.rtert In I ~ n u a c )  had h r n  rccci\*cd." I t  

accuwd rhr H ~ n o i - ~ g l r n r  rrf ;=#, l l f t k f  I 1 8 1 :  ~ t ~ c ~ l ~ l t ~  ? L l i * l ~  1 , I m-4 ----* - -- I 

K,tnlpuchea. Lacir. and at tlir Srno-V~ctnnmcw hcrrtlcr." T31c Icncr alro 

dc~crlbcd hwt- the Comnit~ni<tq "ha\-c tncd rn ahnlich the Dcga con.11 

rraditions and rlnrums thrcruFh all means. Thev have rlcpn\-cd thc TJcr.1 

~ C O P I C  of their rights. fnrctng then1 to spcnk Vicrnnmcrr. and enr and dress 
in thc Vlctnarnrqc \v-r.ay." Tt rclatcd that "ptclplc In rach \ ~ ~ l l a ~ c  must Sced a 
Froup of  ten to 6ftet.n Viesn,~rncse crrldicrr." nnd that "fnrnilic~ whauc 
ht~rhant is .  suns. or rrlatn-fi havejo~ncrl thc FULKC3 glresrillaq .~rc ~ I \ X - A \ . S  
oppressed. ~ n t ~ r n ~ d a t c d ,  h ; t r rnd .  nrrrstcd. and k~lled." Vtllngrrq are ~uhject 
to  carvi.e labor For conw-uctton ofmilitarv road5 Into CamFod~a and Laos. 
for cnnwrucrion o f n ~ ~ l i c a r y  installations. and tcl a r t  as hrarcrs for transpnn- 
rng nlrl~tary gonrds. The Ictter cnded 1~1th  a n  appeal to all In rhc tvnrld 
"wltrr c l ~ t ' r ~ c h  tircdt~m and j~ntrcc." t;>r hrlp. Ir  u-.IS sienecl "Antrk 

, , 
N'pam. knmt. Mtn~rter of thc Ikga-FULRO Government. 

Broadcast.; iron1 the d ~ n d e ~ n n e  Khmer Rouge radio dcscr~hcd FULItC) 
.~ttacks agairlst govcrnmcnt P O S ~ C  and conrovx in Snm Dmq, Dac t a r .  .~nd  



Gia Lai-Cong Tun) pro\=i~~crrs during the 1979 1980 period. ' ' 'Thc sites 
of thest- actions wcrc pinpointed, a ~ i d  thcrc also were claims of  many 
Communist troops "put out of action" and the capture of numerous arms. 
Intrrfitingly, Khrnrr Rougc reports of FULRO actions against the Hanoi 
forces also wcrc reportcd by thc Voicc of rhc t'eoplc of Burma (in 
Uurmesc), broadcast from a Burnicse Comnlunist Party facility in 
Kunming, Peoplc's Kepublic of China.16 

An 18 Octobcr 1980 article in the Ct'n.iI~it!qrrltn I'osl describing Ghinesc 
military aid tc~ "right-wing gutrrrillas" in Laos also noted that "with 
Chinc-sc. weapons also flowing to Khmer K o u g  and Khmer Scrci forccs 
fighting the Victnamesc in Cambodia. and probably to anti-Communist 
Montagnard insllrgcnts in Vietnam's central highlands as wcll, Peking 
appcars to bc nurturing in all t h r ~  countrir-s of Indochina a front against 
domination by Hanoi." '- 

Uy the cnd c~f 1980 tht- douds of intcrnational cc~nflict werc gathering 
once morc over Vietnam, and the highlanders were again bccoming "a 
p p l c  in between." Their cultures wrrre thrcatcned by the authoritarian 
Communist rule, but their spirit of cthnonationalism still lived in the 
FULRO movemcnt and its struggle. l 'hc only refuge for the highlanders' 
way of lift: was in thr mountain forcxts, thc forests that had mr~ldcd their 
cultum and sustained thcm. Whatever happens, the highlanden know that 
the mountains and forests will provide salvation as they have ever since a 
remote time long before the advcnt of history. 

15. Translated in FBIS-AI'A. I 4  and 15 Ja~~uary  1980: 8 kbrudry 19Wl; 2 1 March IDHPO: 2. 10. J I I ~  

14April Iw 25 and 26 .%>ptcrr~kr 1YW; 1.2.3. 7,9. 10. 16,30. .u*d 31 Clrtrlhcr 190: 21 Novrlnher 
1980. 

16. Transl.~rrd In FBIShl'A. 1 1  Nor;cmh-r I N U .  
17. Julln Burgess. "Right-W~IIK R r h l ~  AldcJ hy China Worry Ia>rianr. Vicrnan~~w." 

CC'.~sl~rn,pt~~ Rlsr, 1 R Octohr  I WV. 



APPENDIX A 

Highland Population Figures 

A 19121 census in the French protrctoratc of Annam whrrc. most high- 
landers were locatcd-there were some in Cochinchina-reported a total 
of 405,888.' It also rcvcalcd that in Darlac provincc there were 5 French 
and 20 Viemamesr and in Kontum province 27 French and 7,000 Viet- 
namesc. Lang Biang provincc had 21 French and 600 Vietnamese; Haut 
llonnai province had 20 French and 500 Victnamcse. 

The highlander pupulation of Darlac in 192 1 was rcported to be 98.00. 
In 1930, however, Monflcur cstirnated that the highlander population was 
closer to 150,000.* in 193 1 a French government source reported for thc 
first time that the highlander population in the colony ofCochinchina was 
100,000, all in the easttrrn  upland^.^ 

In 1943 an official census gavc a total of one million highlanders.' It also 
listed the Vietnamese population in the highlands as 42,267: the distri- 
bution was 4,000 in Darlac; 10,OW in Haut Donnai; 7,000 in Kontum; 
21,000 in I'lciku; and 267 in llalat. The French population totaled 5 , O ,  
concentrated mostly in Ilarlac (1 99), Haut Donnai (1 41), Kontum (1 41), 
IYciku (70), and Ilalat (.l,%l).5 In that same year the French administrator 
Guillcminet estimated that there were 60,000 Rhadi, 150,000 Jarai, and 

I .  Grluvm~cmcnr GGnCral dc I ' l~~dc>chir~~.  Ilin+on Affairrr Ecrrr~otnicl~~~. k n i c c  dc la 
S t a ~ r l q w  (;&rat. Anu~toirr srdistiqrre de I'htdtvlrinr ( I  #all&: Irnpirncric d'ExtrGmc-<hir~it. 102;). 
1 : 42. 

2. A. M<mflcur. :tImqrup/rir de brlrrolirrred. IXlrlor (tlaiaui: Imprimcnc d'Ext6n1cA)ricnt. 1931). 
p- 32. 

3. Guuwmcmcnt Gl.ni.ral dc I'l~illod~inr- ( S w i i - t C  d c ~  Etudcs Iltdnrhiuoisl5]. Gvbir~clrirw 1931 
(Saigon: P. Cisraldy. 1931 j. 

4. .4runrairt des i t a ~ ~ ! ~ * + i s :  C.-dmh.~~r-Im~rl'irms~~r (I'arir: Mitirrnr Ililuutn-mcr LT Havas, I953j. 
5. M i ~ k .  dc I'Econt>mit> Nst ionak.  =I~nrrr~iresr.~~isfiq~c dp h m d r n .  vol. 1 ( 1  !N!1 19it 4 (b i son:  

lnstitut dc. la Statistiq~r ct rkr Etudcs Econumiqurr du Vitur~arl~. I!)- i l ) .  p. 24- 



80.000 Bahnar-a tr~tal of 290,000 for thew thrcc largwt of thc highland 
groups.6 

In 19.53 thc Social Action l'lan prcparcd by thc Bao Dai rcgime uscd a 
total oF.i00,000 for highland pcnplr in the Crown Domain (not including 
the highlanders in ccntral Vietnam or in thc Cochinchina area) and stated 
that there werc an c-stimatcd 30,000 Victnamese living thcrc.' 

Thrrc. was a tcndcncy during the 13icm era to underestimate the high- 
lander population in order to minimizc the importance of that segmcnt of 
the population. In 1958, thc government rcportcd that in ilong-Nai 
Thuong (formerly Haut Donnai). Kontum, Pleiku, and Dalat (llarlac was 
not includcd), the highlandrrs totalrd 16'2,378.' It also noted that thc. other 
provinces of central Vietnam had 21 1,777 highlanders, giving a total of 
455,3Y!. 111 addition, it stated that thcrc werc 162,378 Vietnamese as well 
as 536 Frcnch and 1 4  Americans in these prnvinces (again, excluding 
I Iarlac) . 

Anothcr rrpnrt in 1 !).5!) estimated that thr-re werc 100,000 pcu,plc living 
in thc highland urban centers of Ban Me Thuot ('28,000), Kontum (U.700), 
Vi Linh (5,300), He~ku (7,200), Gia Nghia (1,700). and llalat (49,0U0).9 

During the 1965- 1967 peritd, 1 coUcctcd data on  pr~pdation by ethn* 
linguistic groups in thc highlands, using estimate of thc SIL, rnissinnarics. 
local authorities. and highland leadcrs. My figurcs are summarized in 
table A. 1 . Also includcd in that table are the cstimatcs reported by the 
Special Commission h r  Highland Affairs and the FULRO leadcrs. Thcsc 
figun-s reprcscnt the state of the highlander population bcforc. the most 
serious disruptions of thr Vietnam War took place. 

In 1968, a govcrrirnelit rcprlrt indicated that the number of higMandcrs 
living in the prnvincrs of Darlac, Kontum, Lam Dong, Phu Bon. Plciku, 
Quang 13uc. Tuycn 13uc, and thc city of Ilalat was 350,898. lo  Adding to 
that the numbrr of highlanders in other provinces. thc total rosc to 

ti. 1'. C;uill<m~i~lr.t. "EbaucI*r d ' u ~ u ~  clawifit-atit111 dcs Moi x u  p i n t  dc vur  t.ulturcl." I~r+~-hilti. nu. 
1m (I!)-&:$). p. 3;. 

7. Np1yi31 ih!. 1'1,~fr # a u ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ < < w i , z l e p t ~ ~ ~ r  lrspzr; tit- s t f d t h  I~IIII~I~W luz Cn~rtrtlrtrtc ( ~ I ~ ~ I I I :  l i d i t ~ ~ m s  clr 
la I);-ltgtiuri 1n1p;rialc du I h ~ l n ~ i n c  dc la C r n ~ r n ~ ~ n c .  1!63). 

H. Ki~lh--l'? QuGc-4;na (.MIIIISW?- t d  Nacic~nal F ~ x ~ r ~ c l r n ~ = j ,  I ?~I-:\~#IJ X~&~-(AIIJ TJISSJ.\~-? 
( S t a t l ~ c a l  Yrarbuok uf Vicmam). \=d. 7 (Saiqur~: Vi;Iim Quiic-(;u Ihdng-KG. 193!3>. pp. 18 21. 

! I .  61 Kiuh-I-? QuGr-( ;ia (hqinistry of National ticonomy). l'ifr-.Va~~i .Vi$n-(:iha 7k,irr,1+? 
(Statirtird Yearbook oEV ic t~~amj .  vol. H (Smgon: Yi--l Qiric4;is Tbfing-Kc. l!lt;l)).  p. I'I. 

I#!. VI;I~ S a m  C~:*II~ t i3a  N h a  l-Alng G i im- tk i r  K%Hu?rh (Kcpublic of Vicrnarn I l im~ ' t i > r~ tc  r ~ t '  
Phn~ng).  I-i+.Yair~ .YiM;ii111 -I.II%I.~K? I!#;? I.Wi# (Statist ical Y c a r h ~ c ~ k  c>f  Victima181. 1967- l!jliH). 
t=<tl. I I (Saipon: Vi<m Qtuic4ia Thilng-KC. I'Iti8). pp. :I!l-t-!l.5. 



Tahlc A.1 

I1r?pulatir>n Estimatrs of Highland Eth~lnli~lgui>t~r- C;rrtup I !ff ii- I !#ti7 

I.!tity$cigrl Sr~rr rc~s  Sjwcit~l 
(SIL. f Iickry. C~lrt~~rtis*ior~-fir 

Etl111ic Czrrlrrp missiorianc~. ctr.) H+~\rn~d .-l#~irs FI;'LRO 

Chru 
Jarai 
Khdi .  
R o ~ l a i  
Rai ' 
Mon Khmncr-speaking 
Groups 

Bahnar 
Bru 
C:hrau2 
Cua 
1juln3 
I Ialang 
Ky011g' 
H rr- 
Jcli 
Katu 

Koho Lariguagc Grt)up5 
Chil 
Src 
[.at 
Ma3 
N ~ P  
-[-ring 
Mont~m 
M I I O I I ~  
Rroh 
Rcngnn 
Wallg 
Sticr~g 
Smcngh 
Takua' 

Totals H7 7,OUl) t i  lO,:3 1-1 7!12.6:3.3 

ThC status c~fthc Kai as an cthnic group callnot dc.tcrrni11c.d hcauw tIwcthllc~gr:~phic 
m a r c h  done- on thrm is insuficirnt. 

'It w a s  pr3intc.d uuit rlsrwhrrc. that although thc SIL tWat thc CIllrau as ;III cthnic- gwup. 
on thr basis oftllc. avi~ilablr dam. I fwl t113t it cnr~stitutcs a linguistic rather than an cthnic 
gntlIp. 



' -1hc Iluan h ~ v c  not been idcntificd as a sl-parJtc cth~lic grtlup. 
J T l ~ c  Kyong h a w  ~iclr hct-11 idc~lt i t i~d as a wparatc ctl~riic p u p .  
'11l lll(i7, thr SIL illcludrd Chi1 ill thc KLBII~I 1angu;tg~ group. but lrrcr placcul it with 

Mliclng. Tllc Kuhu langlwxc grtmp i~icludcs thc Src. Lat, Ma2, arid possibly t1ic Nnp and 
Tring. although ncithrr is dctinitrly irlcntificd 3 s  ail  ir~di%=idual cthnic group. T h c  Sprcial 
Curnmisr~c~~~ fin Hishl~l ld  Ahirs  alsr~ listcd Chil. Src, Lat. .Ma&. N q .  and Tnng 
xp~rarcly. 

'.l'llc Stricng hn\=c not hcrn idcntitlcd 3 s  a sc.pratr ethnic- gn'i~p. 
'The Takua h a w  nnot brrn irlc~~tificd as 3 sc-pratc crhnir gmup. 

464,354. The number of Vistnamcsc in the provinces listcd above and the 
city of 13alat totaled 4%,199. T h r  urban populations were estimated to 
tr)tal266,650, crlncentratcd in Ban Ms -1'huot (62,092). Kontum (1  8.607), 
Uao Loc ( 1  9,ti7I$), Cheo Rco (5,890), Plriku ('L3.720), Cia Nghia (5,18 1): 
Tung Nghia (1  5,760), and Oalat (83.641). T h e  figures wcrr, at the time, 
generally crmsidercd low. Thcre had &n no systematic census of the 
highlandcrs, and many wcrc. in arcas not under governmrnt control. Thc 
government continued to underestirnatr the population figures for high- 
landrrs. hgurcs for urban populations also were underestimated. By 1966 
the population of Pleiku had risen to an wtimatcd 50,000 with a largc 
influx of workers fix construction and scn~icc jobs on American baws and 
the arrival of a great many dependents of Vietnamcse military prrsonncl. 

In Septcmhrr 1970, thc Ministry for lltrvelopmcnt of Ethnic Minorities 
reported a total of 848,174 highland people with a total of 436.500 in 
Kontum, Pleiku, I'hu Don, Darlac, Quang Ihc, Tuycn Iluc, Lam Ilong, 
and Ilalat. The highcr figure for the highlandcrs was undoubtedly dur to 
thc improved organization of  the ministry's serviccs in the highland 
provincc~. The ministry's repmntatives col1c.ctc.d population data, and, 
since most c ~ f  them were highlanders, thry had bcttcr contact with the local 
populations than the Vietnamese oficials. As a result, their figurcs were 
more apt to bc accurate. The Vietnamcsc population for (he samc area was 
reported to total 448,349, or 50 pcrccnt of the total population, giving 
some idea of the rapid incrcaw of this xgment of the population since 
1953, whcn the Vietnamcsc were estimated at 30,000. 

Figures aftcr 197 I were considered unrcliable because ofthe vast disrup- 
tions due to the 1972 offmsivc, follow-ed by the fall of South Victnarn in 
early 1975. 



APPENDIX B 

One Hundred Highland Leaders: Ethnic 
Afiliation, Approximate Birth Date, and 
Religion 

I .  BAHNAR 
I h i ,  Paul 
Ilong, Michcl 
Hiar (1 -7) 
Hiu (1.16) 
I Iiup (1 -20) 
Nur, Paul ( I .  13) 
Yuk, Picrrc ( I .  12) 

2. R R U  
Anha 
Binh (1.29) 

3. CHRU 
Banahria Ya Don (4.6) 
K'Kw (.I..i. Chru-Src) 
Touneh Han Din (4.3) (deceased) 
Tnunch I Ian Tin (=I. 1 3) (deceased) 
Tounch Yoh (4. I O) 
Tounch Ton (4. I 4) 
Touprong Hiou (4.4) 
Touprung Ya Ba (4.9) 
Ya Yu Sahau 
Ya Duck 

1935 Cathdic 
1335 CIathdic 
1905 Catholic 
1930 Catholic 
1934 Catholic 
1326 CJ tholic 
1919 Catholic 

1930 Traditional* 
1953 Protestant 

Traditional 
Catholic 
Traditional 
Catholic 
Protestant 
C:atholic 
Tradi ticma1 
l'rotcstant 
Catholic 
Catholic 

'~lr~dit iund mcans that hc adhcrcr to thc traditit~nal religious brlicfr of h ~ s  ow11 crllliir pnlup- 



4. HRE 
I )inh Ngo (drcr i~d)  
IAnh Koi 

5 .  JARAI 
Kpa Koi 
Kpa Iloh 
KKX Wol (3.5) 
Ksor (3.10) 
Ksor lHluat 
Ksor Dun (3.8) 
Ksor Knt (3.3) (rtportcd dead) 
Ksor Hip (2.3 I ) 
Kxlr Kok (5.1 1) 
Nay L)cr (2.1 11) 
Nay Moui (2- 17) 
Nay t'hin (2.19) 
Nay Lo 
Nay I3ai (2.27) 
Nay Blim (2.25) 
N a y  f Ionh (2.23) 
Nay Luett (2.26) (rcportcd dead) 
Nay Alrp (1-2!3) 
Kcom Ruck (3.1 1) 
Kcom Briu (2.20) 
Itcorn t'ioi ('2.21) 
Kcom Hin 
Rcom Pcrr (3.1 3) 
Rcom Anhot (3.12) 
Rccm Po (3.22) 
Kcom H'urh ('2.211) 
Rcvm Nhur (Ali, 3-25) 
Rahlan Bm ('2.14) 
R'rnah Liu 
K'mah Wih r3.27) 
Ro-o, Bleo (3.3) 
Siu t'lung (1 2 3 )  
Siu Sipp (dcmxsrd) 
Siu Nay 
Siu K y (deceased) 

Traditional 
Traditional 

Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Catholic 
Traditional 
Protestant 
Traditinnal 
Traditional 
Prowstant 
Tmdintmal 
Tradition31 
'Traditional 
Traditional 
'I'raditior~al 
Traditional 
-1-raditional 
Catholic 
Catholic 
I311ddhist 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditic>n~l 
Cathdic 
Traditional 
Tmditicmal 
Tr~ditional 
Traditional 
'1-raditional 
Traditirmal 
Traditional 
Traditio~lal 
Traditicm~l 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Cathdic 

6. KATU 
Kithcn 



Et[~t:it- Gvt*t#p m:d :Y~II:W 

7. LAT 
Cil K ' l h  (4.lti) 
Licng Hot Nghcr~ 

8. MNONC; KLAM 
Y Txilg Phuk 
Y Char Hdok 
Run Sur (probably dcccascrl) 

9. KI I A ~ I E  
Adrong, Y llhr (5. I 0) 
Adrong, Y llhon (dcccawd) 
Adrong, Y K101ig (5.3) 
Alco. Y Bih 
Buvn [lap, Y Dhua 
Buon Krnng, Y Prcli 
Buorl Kroilg I'nng. Y Bling 
Buon 'I'cl. Y Jut (1.19) 
Buon Ya. Y Puk 
Buon Ya. Y Wik (dcccaad) 
Buon Ya. Y Ngo (deccascd) 
Eban. Y Sok 
Eban. Y Bloc 
Ebxn. Y M ~ I  (5.7) 
Ebxn. Y Thih (5.2) ((reported dcad) 
Eban. Y j u  
Ehan, Y Nharn (probnbly deceased) 
Eban. Y I>u (3.2 I) 
Enuol, Y Bham 
I Imok. Y nlieng 
I lwing, Y l'in (rtportcd d c ~ d )  
Kbuor Y Soa!: ( 1 . I  1 1 (dcueasc-d) 
Knuol, Y l'cm (dcccascd) 
Kpuor. Y Bhan 
Mlo, Y Kdruin (l'hilippc 1)rouin. 2.2.1) 

(dccrascd) 
Mlo l h o n  1311. Y Toeh (5.1) 
Mlo lh~on  llu. Y Wxng 
Mlc) Iluon Ilu, Y Say (dcccastd) 
Mlr) Ihon Ilu. Y Chtln 
Nie Buon I kicng. Y Blu 
N i c  I lrah, Y Ham (-5.4) 
Nic Kdam, Y 13huat 

C:;ltholic 
Catholic 
Catholic 

Pro tcs~lnt 
Catholic 
I'rotcswnt 
Traditirlnal 
Traditional 
I'rotcstant 
C:atholic 
Catholic 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Catholic 
Traditirmal 
Traditional 
Traditional 
I'rotcstant 
Traditional 
1-raditional 
Traditional 
L'rotrstant 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Traditional 
-1-raditional 

CIatholic 
I'rotes~~n t 
Traditional 
Traditional 
Prrltestant 
Traditiilnd 
I'rotcstmt 
Traditional 



Nlc  Kdatn. Y Nqunq 
V i e  Kclnm. Y Sen (7.1R) 

1 n. SEITANC; 
I'c~nq 
Kek 

I 1 .  SKE 
~ G T Z ~ K ~ T ~ ~ I  \ 

, > ,  - > ;- , ,, : , - , , , ,  - - 

A. Totnl N i ~ m k r  n i  Lenden Lr~ted 
(I) ,Male 
( 2 )  Fernnle 

I3 Tntal  for  E.wh Ethn~c Croup 
I .  Balinar 
2. Rnl 
7 .  Chnt 
4. Hrc 
5 .  J.~rat 
fi. K2tl1 

7 .  Lar 
R .  Mntlnq Ittam 
'1. Khadi. 
10 Sedany 
I I Sre 

C Totnl Nurnhcr nf L c ~ d e r ~  nn Kinshrp Chnrtr 
Chm 1 !I Charr I I I 
Chart 2 1.1 Chart .i 
Chart 7 1 1  Tntll 5.1 

E Ace C;rnups 
( I  Nlrmber born hFore Iq'7fl 
E L ' )  Number hrn bet\reen l'j?n 2nd 1'1 I 0  
( ' 5 )  N~irnbcr h.rm bettvccn I'Wl and l ( j r t r l  



APPENDIX C 

Perceived Effects of Herbicides 
Used in the Highlarrds 

In most of the intcrvicxvs thc informants claimed to h a w  swn the actual 
spraying, although thcrc were some vague rcsponstrs conwrning the 
timing of thc opcrations. Informants from Ilak Mot-Khon (interview 2a 
in table C. 1)  and Dak Mot-Tn (2b), discussing the samc dcfoliatrd area in 
Ilak To district to the northu-cst of  thcir scttlc-ments, reporkd that they 
had not secn the aircraft spraving, but they gavc similar accounts regarding 
the cffects. 

Those who did witness thc spraying were able to dcscribc thc type of 
aircrafi and the pattern of the spraying. In the Dak To area of Kontum 
province, infbrmancs from Long Iljon village (la) notcd that there had 
bcen many spraying opcrations in thc vicinity since 1967, and they had 
smn thc "largc aircraft. each with two engincs" that passed over "three in a 
row." This was rcpcatcd by informants from Jlak ltosa (I b), which is not 
far from Long njon, as u r e l I  as by villagers from I3ak Tang l'lun (lc), 
Polo-Krong (3a. b), Plci Jar Turn (4b), and Plei Ngol-l3rong (5). The 
Hroy agricultural tmgineer (6) was a morc. sophisticated informant  sin^ hr 

rainst had been prepared in Hanoi for the possiblhty ofhcrbicidc missions ab ' 
f w d  production, and hc knew that the aircrafi were C-123s. At 1)ak Sirng 
Ranger Camp (PC), the informants rcported the spraying had h e n  done by 
a helicopter, and this was verificd by a former U.S. Special Force c~fficer 
who had bcen stationed at 13ak Sicng and was cmployrd as a civilian 
with the USAlD mission in Kontum. Villagers from Polci Klmg (4a) also 
rcportcd that the spraying was carricd out by helicopters. 

Somc inhtmants were very explicit about seeing thc spray leaving the 
aircrafi. An elderly lady from Long Djon village (la) said that "it looked 



likc smokc" and it camc from both sidfs of thc aircraft, and this was 
repeated by villagers from I)ak Rosa (lb). Informants from Polei Kmng 
(3a, b) rcportcd that the spray lookcd like water, arid onc man from Plei 
Ro-O (Id) in thc lblci Klcng area noted that "it lookcd likc rain" but 
whcn it reach4 thc ground they found it lookcd black. Informants from 
Ilak Siang (2c) rvrm noticcd that a tube protruded from the helicopter, and 
it turncd and bcgan to spcw a liquid. At Polei Kkng (4a) thc villagem said 
that thcy watchcd the spray drsctrnd and that they could smcll it. 

In none of thc intcrvicws did it appear that there was a delibc-rate attempt 
to spray thc wttlcmcnts themselves, although in somc instance the vil- 
lagers' swiddcns appear to haw brrn targets. In most cascs, howrver, the 
spray drifted into the scttlcmcnts. Informants from Long Iljon (1 a) nottrd 
that during one of the many mis5iions in that area (Dak 'lo district, Kontum 
province), thcir swiddcns wyrc sprayed, and herbicide was carried into the 
scttlemcnt. Villagers from Ilak Kosa (Ib) complained that thcy and vil- 
lagers from neighbring K o n  Briong farmed about 30 swiddens in the 
area, and all W C ~ C  spraycd scx~cral times over a period of scvcral months. 
The villagers from Dak Siang (2c) dtrscribed the way some of thc spray 
drifted into their housing area following the accidental spraying of their 
fields. 

Onc informant from Po1r.i Kleng (41) notcd that thc- spraying took placc 
ovcr a thickly fnrcstcd arra northwest of village and farming arc-a. I t  was an 
arca thc villagers avoided because it was known to be Viet Cong- 
controlled. Villabwrs from Pol& Krong (3a. b) watchcd thc aircraft spray 
both sides of the Dak Bla rivcr near thc settlements. Informants from I'lci 
Ngol-llrong (5) rcportcd that  the spraying was along Routc 19. According 
to the agricultural engineer (61, thc first spraying took place in Scptcmbrr 
1969 and was aimcd at the swiddcns in the area, some of which wcrc btring 
farmed by villagers. Most, hawcvcr, were part of an arca whcrc- there was 
conccntrakd fwd prc~duction for the Vict Cong. 'l'he second spraying in 
March 1970 was along a trail uwd exclusively by thc Vict Cong. 

With the exception of two villages-Dak Mot-Khon (?a) and Dak 
Mot-Tri (2b)Pwhere no spraying was observed by chc rcsidcnts, the first 
effects reported concerned humans, domrstic animals. and aquatic life. 

PERCEIVE13 EFFEC'I'S ON HU.MANS 

'Ihere was a dcfinitc pattern in the perceptions regarding thr c-ffect of the 
herbicides on thosc raiding in or near the spraycd arcas. The most 



Chanrtcristicr oiPcnons I I I ~ C ~ V I C H ' L ~  in t h ~  Hiphli~lids t Icrbi~idc Study 

1. [>am San a. Long I3jo11, ricar 
Kc-fugcx Ccrltrr. I)ak TL, I>is~rict 
Thrlar Provincc I Icadqu;lnrrs. 

-2. Mary Lou 
[ N p k  Long) 
Rctugt~ C:CII~L'T, 
Kr>~ltum 

Konnim I'rr,vincrr 
b. Ikk RLM. ncAr 
I)ak To. Ktnitum 
I'rovirlcc 
r. 1)ak Tang Plnn. 
nrar 'l'an-Carlh. 
I >ak '1'~) l>ktrict, 
Koitturn Prr~vintrc 
d. l'lci R s O  itcar 
Polci Kkng, 30 krrl 
w~lif ot'Ki111turn 
City 

S c d a ~ ~ g   your^^ m m ,  
r,lic older \\=ornm 

Scdal~fi Oldcr man 

H a l a ~ ~ g  Sc\=cr;ll c ~ l h  mcn. 
set-era1 w-cmnt-n. 

two ynungrr 1r1c.11 

j a n i  A r ~ p  Young mJn (NLF 
dc- f~ t t r r )  scvcral 
w o r n t ' ~ ~  

a. I>&  mot-Khon, Scdang Vdlajy L-IIL-t 
W C S ~  of Tan-C~nh. 
I l a k  -1'0 llistrict. 
Kon  turn Pnwincc 

b. I h k  ~Mot--l.ri, S c d ~ n p  Han1lc.r chicf 
west ~ C T a n C a n h .  
I)ak To Ilistrirt, 
Kotlturn Provincc 
c. I lak Siarlg I lalarig Youttg wurn;li~, 
K ~ n g c r  Camp hcr fathrr. c~ldcr 
I kpcrtdcna' man, r~1dc.r woman 

Konturn Ihv incc  

clustcr ut'villags, 
w~xt of Kontum 
City 
b. Po1t-i Km11g 
rlustcr c ~ f  villages, 
w e t  of Kontum 
City 

Jarai Arap Man 

Hala~ig M a n  
Itcrtgao Man 

Rrngau Older mcn 
Jarai Arsp 0ldc-r mcrl 



a. Pt~lc-i Klc~ig* Jar-ii Arap Young h.~rlllct 

IVL-X~ r ~ f  Kc>11t111n rhict; aidcr 
City H.IBIII:II~. r~ldt'r rn.111 

b. I'lci Jar -1-un1. Jar.11 Arap l'wo rncn. 
W C S ~  ot K ~ I I I I U I ~ I  thn-~. wr*mctl 

(:it)= 

5. C:;lll~p En;~n a .  l'Ici E.1 TUII: jarxi TLI- -rlvtl IllcIl 

~ ~ c t i u p - r  C : ~ I I ~ L T .  Haml~-t. 1'1~1 Nsoi- Buan 
Plcikt~ I'ILB\-~IILY I ) r t ~ t ~ g  Villagc nrxr 

Edap E~iang 

Man. t;>Hrt\vcr of 
Virt M11111, mt~rrrl 

rtl North In I!).j-C, 
traincd as Asn- 
cultr~ml Enginwr it1 

H;lnr>i Univcrrit);. 
n.turllCd ttl hi&- 

common symptoms rrportcd werc abdominal pains a ~ l d  diarrhca. 
lnformal~ts from Long Iljon (la) also reported that in addition to thew 
symptoms thc villagers complained of expcric.ncing a stinging sensation in 
their nasal passag~s just afirr thc spray drifted intn thc srttlement. Many 
dcvcbpcd cr~ughs that lasted more than a month. At Dak ILusa (lb), 
according to some residents, many villagers wcnt into the swiddens fol- 
lowing the spraying and, in addition to thc common symptoms notcd 
above, they broke out with skin rashes that lasted many weeks. 13ak Tang 
Plun (Ic) residents also rrportcd widespread skin rashes, cramps, diarrhca, 
and fevers. A I'ki Ro-0 (ld) inhrrnant report& thew same symptoms, 
noting that some villagrrs coughed bloc~d. 

Pcllei Krong (3a, b) informants stated that the villagers suffered thcw 
samc ailments and that the skin rashe made them look "like thcy had bcen 



Illnc~s I'crcx-ivcd by Highla11dc.r~ FrdlrmVing Hcrbicidr. Spraying 

I .a Long Ejun Abdomi~~al pains, diarrhca, 
nasal irritation. coughs 
lasting mom. than 3 rnclnth 

I .b Ilak KOII Abdominal pirls. diarrhea. 
skin rasl~cs looking likc 
inscct hitcs foUuwing con- 
tact with sprayrd 
v ~ g ~ t a t i o n  
I liarrhca. cramps. ski11 
r d c s ,  kwrs 
I>iarrhc.a. cnmps. rashcs. 
kvtr, crmghing blord 

I .r I lak T ~ r l g  

I .d I'ki 1 1 ~ 0  

I h r rhca  and abdominsl 
pailis afrcr drinking wi~u-r 

irt>m stream ill sprayed 
srca. dizziiic~ and ~wrnit- 
irlg aftcr caring hamboo 
~11ru1ts h r n  spr~ycd arca 

3.3.b 1't~It-i K ~ L B I ~ ~  IXarrhca, C ~ ~ I I I ~ S .  her. 
msh Imlki~lg like burns 
with s m ~ l l  blistrrs uvcr rcd 
awar 
I)iarrhca, k17r.r 
within onc day of spraying 

-1.b l l r i  Jar Turn 1 liarrhca. vomiting, kvcr 

Abdominal pain, dhrrhra. 
vomiting. &irl rash 

Abdominal paia~, diarrhea 
after caring rnaniclr har- 
wstcd aitcr spr3y. with 

More childrrn than ~dults 
wcrc aifc.ctcd: "many 
childre11 dicd" 
Scvcral childrtn dicd; 
-'unurual r1urnbt.r" of 
stillhirtl~s arntmg rxprwd 
mt~thcrs 

M a n y  childrn btunrnc ill. 
an csrimatcd 30 died 
Thirty-ight children w- 
portcd to h a w  dird as 3 

n-ult ot'ratinp, spraycd 
crops 
Somr childrt-n d i d  aftcr 
drinkin!: water i i>m 
spraycd arcs 

I Iighcr than usual ~ l u r n ~ r  
~>f-childrrn d i d  aftt-r 
spmying 

About 441 adults 31id L-11il- 
drcn d i d  wit11 thcw 
5yn1ptt1ms 
Four c-hildrc-n m d  urkc adult 
dird 
Sclmc plwplc died t ~ = c >  b y s  
3ftca-r spraying; msh rc- 
wmblcd chickc11 pox 
Illnrss only xmolrg thor. 
llot following ir~structinlu 
givcn tr* ~pyiculmral cn- 



burned, with small blisters all over the red areas." llak Siang (2c) infor- 
mants notcd that a f k r  some of thc villagers drank from the stream that was 
in the spraycd arca they became ill with abdominal pains and diarrhca that 
lasted for days. Thry also repomd that some villagrrs had eaten bamboo 
shoots from thc spraytrd area, aftcr which thcy became dizzy ''like you feel 
whm you have drunk too much from thc winc jar," and later starced 
vomiting. I'olci Kleng (4a) rcsidrnts, according to one informant, fell ill 
with abdominal pains, diarrhca, vomiting, and fever within onr day aftcr 
the spraying. Plci Jar Turn (lb) villagers with the samr symptoms wcnt to 

gct mcdical assistance at  a heal dispensary. 
The agricultural tmginccr ( G )  had bcm prrpard in his Hanoi training for 

thc pjssible use of hcrbicidc- by the Americans and thc South Vietnamese. 
Thc principal propaganda theme was that the Americans had no regard 
for human life and wcrc using dangcrous chemicals to kill plant and 
animal lifc. He had been instructed what to do if herbicides wcrr sprayed; 
he was told to obtain a gas mask, and, if one was not available, to cover his 
facc with a wet cloth. To savr some of thc food crop he was to instruct the 
villagers to cut the manioc roors as stmn 3s possiblc and wash them well 
bcforc cooking. When thc spraying did occur he followed the instructions 
regarding salvaging thc maniuc roots, and thc only villagers who became 
ill with abdominal cramps and diarrhea wcre those who had not been told 
what to do. Somc of thr Viet Cong cadrr-s who came into the area aftrr the 
spraying ate some manioc mots and drank water from the affected arcas, 
and they also dcvclopcd abdominal cramps and diarrhr-a. 

Ilak 'Tang Plun ( I  c) infi~rmants reportcd that "many children" becamc 
ill with abdominal pains, diarrhea, fcbrcr, coughs, and skin rashes aftcr the 
spraying, and thcy c.stirnated that 30 had died. A Plci 1 t c ~ 0  (Id) informant 
described all t h m  symptoms, with thc rxception of the skin rash, as having 
affected many children in the scttlcment following the spraying. He 
chimed that 38 childrcn died, and villagers thought that they had caten 
plants from thc spraycd areas. 

Informants from Polci Krr~ng (3a. b) rcported that a higher than usual 
number of childrcn in thcir villagcrs dicd within a short pcriod following 
thc spraying, but they could not say how many. One Rcngao village chief 
said that in thc wcck after the spraying "two childrcn dit-d one day and two 
d i d  the ncxt day." Their symptrxns were abdominal cramps. diarrhra, 
and skin rashes, which, as notcd above, were dcscrild as having the 
appearance of burns "with small blistm." Dak Siang (2c) informants fclt 



that the childrcn rvho ditd wcrc the ones who drank from tht. strcam 

Following thc spray mission. Thcy fcll ill the first day and died thc. 
following day. "Their skin was the color of grccn in the lravcs," one 
woman noted, and another added that thcir faces swrllcd "as if they had 
h n  in a fist fight." 

Informants from I'olci Kleng (4a) rcpr tcd that many villagers of all 
age fcll ill with abdominal pains, diarrhea, and vomiting within one day 
after thc spraying. Thcy estimated that around 44 poplc-adults and 
children-died afttrr manifesting these symptoms. One old woman said 
that shc had seen four children die. Plri Jar Turn (4b) villagers described 
these samc symptoms, and thcy claimed that fi vc. rcsidcnts- four childrcn 
and one adult-died. At I'lci Ngol-Drong ( S ) ,  according to informants, 
somc people dicd within twrl days aftcr the spraying. They muld not say 
how many, but thcy had the symptoms noted a h v c .  and they brokc out 
with ski11 rashes that rcscmbled chickcn pox. 

PEKCEIVED EFFECTS <IN ANIMAL LIFE 

Most of thc informants interviewed rrportcd widespread dcaths among 
their domestic animals following thc spraying. Thc Long Djon ( 1  a) in- 
formants notcd that sincc thcy were rcfugees they had kw animals, but 
most of their chickcns and pigs dird shortly after the spraying, and thc I3ak 
Ilcrsa (lb) villagers rrrportcd the samtr thing. Informants from IIak Tang 
Plun ( I  c) said that all their chickcns. most of thcir pigs, and some of their 
cattlc died, and the young man from Plei Rt+O (Id) reportrd the same 
thing, specifying that t h s  ocmrrrd within four or five days aftcr the 
spraying. Hr also noted that villagers fc~und a number of dcad wild 
animals, particularly wild boar, in thc nearby fimuts. l'olei Krong (3a, b) 
informants also pointed out  thcy found dead wild boar in the forcst. They, 
too, saw all their chickens, pigs, dogs, and small cattlc die, although thc big 
cattle survived. Both the Polei Klrng (4a) and the Plci Jar Turn (4b) 
villagers said that thcir pigs, dogs, and chickcns died, and thc latter addrd 
that they also lost cattlc. Plei Ngol-L)rc>ng (5) informants n-ported that all 
their pigs, chickens, dogs, goats (they notcd that goats arc "very strong"), 
and cattle died. Onc man obserk-rd that the cattIc that &cd first rvcrc 
afflicted with so= around the mouth. They also said that they found dcad 
deer and wild boar in the nearby ft~rcsrs. 



PERCEIVE13 EFFECTS ON AQUATIC I.IFE 

Highland villagcs nt~rmally arc located ncar streams or rivers from which 
the rtrsidents draw watrr for drinking and cooking. Thcy also wash clothes 
and bathe and watcr their domestic animals in the ncarby watercourses, 
which also prt~vide fish, an important part in thc. highlander's diet. 
Kcsponses concerning perceivcd effects on thc aquatic lifc in the streams 
varicd more than did those regarding the eff~xts on llunlans and animals. 

Long Djon ( I  a) villagers were not sure whcthrr the dcad fish floating on 
the surfact of the ncighhoring strcarn was the rcsulr of the spraying. Sincc 

- 

many soldiers in the arra cummot~ly threw grenades in thc strcams to get 
fish. thc abundance of dcad fish was not an unusual sight. Ilak Rosa (lb) 
residents said they did not perceive any changes in the ncarby stream. -1'he 
interview with Tlak Tang l'lun (lc) villagers was interrupted bcfi~rr any 
qucstions could bc postrd regarding fib. One l'lci K O - 0  (Id) infrmnant. 
horvevcr, rrported that therc- were a great many dcad fish seen in streams 
cbse to the scttlcmrnt following the spraying. Most ofthr fish appcarcd to 
be swollen, and villagers who ate them bccamc ill with abdominal pains 
and diarrhea. Residents of Ilak Mot-Khon (2d) had not witncsscd any 
spraying nor did they report an effect on humans and animals, but thcy did 
we an unusually largc number ofdcad and dying fish in thc Dak Kla nvrr 
ncar the viUagc. American military personnel from Tan Canh warned 
them not to eat the tish, and subxquently, thry said. thr Americans put 
some "mcdicinc" in the water. Tlm they wew informed they cr~uld eat 
the river fish, and the!: did scl with no ill cffccts. Informants from I Iak Mot- 
Tri (2b) had not seen any spraying nor did they cxpcricnce any ailments or 
draths among thr villagers or their stock, but they. too, noticed a great 
many dcad fish in the nearby river. Some villagers did cook and cat some of 
thcm but they rcportcd no ill effrcts. 

Thc informants from Polei Krong (3a, b) reported that afirr the spray- 
ing thcy noticed a largc number of drad and dying fish floating on thc 
surface of the Dak Bla risrr. and they specifically noted that the ~ d s  of 
somc dead f~gh w-erc blacktrned or rcddish in color. Some villagrrs ate frcsh 
dead or dying fish. and most of thcm became ill with swollm abdomens 
and diarrhea. Villagers at Polei Kleng (+a) said that there was a small strcarn 
near the wttlement but there werc no dcad fish in it fi~llowing the spraying. 
Plei Jar Turn (;l-b) villagers, howevcr, said that the aircraft sprayed the 
banks o f  the Ilak Ula river ncar the villagc, and afterward a very large 



number of fish hcgan to float to the surface. I'hry ntlticcd blood and a 
reddish discoloration around thc gills, and when some villagers cut into 
thcm there was a strange eexplosivc cffcct which thrY likcrlcd to the striking 
of a match. ?'his frightcncd thcm, and thc); did not eat thrx  fish. Somc 
villagers did eat fish that were dying, and thcy e x p e ~ i e n ~ d  ncl ill effects. 
Informants fiom Plci Ngol-llrong (3)  rcportcd that dead fish appcarcd on 
the surfacc of the ncarby strcsm. and those who atc them bccamc ill with 
abdominal pains and diarrhea. 

PERCElVEll EFFECTS ON PLAN-1. LIFE 

Responses regarding the perceived effecrs o n  plant life were highly pat- 
trmcd. Long 13jon (la) informants n o t 4  that over a prriod of weeks 
follrnving the spraying thcy observed plants wilting and dying. Whcrc the 
spray fell directly, all thc crops in the swiddrns died. and in kitchen gardens 
where somu hcrbicidc driftcd the plants wiltcd and stopped thriving. They 
said they did not know what was causing this but thcy suspected it was the 
"medirinc" that had comc from tllc aircraft and stung their nasal passages. 
Thcy only garhcrcd wild rr~ots and tubcrs from arcas not sprayed, and thcy 
washcd thcm befi~rc eating them. 

Ilak Rosa (lb) informar~ts reported that wmc of the spraying occurred 
over their swiddrns. and very soon afterward the banana plant l e a w  
wilted and thc plants died. This also happcntrd to the manioc plants and the 
cggpIant. Somc villagers dug up thc manioc roots, which seemed to bc 
unaffected, hut when thes cut into thcm, they wcrc "rotten." Somr 
villagers gathcrcd manioc Itravrs that had not wilted and boilcd and ate 

thrrn, but they brcamc i l l  with abdominal pains and diarrhea. Ricc plants 
that had not died continued to grow, but thcy did not prrlducc buds. At 
Ilak Tang Plun (lc) the informailts noted chat thrrt was spraying over 
wmc. of the swiddms in which they cultivated upland dry rim, maize, 
manioc, cggplana;, and pumpkins. and all thcw crops did. Onc old man 
pointcd out that in thc fi~rcsts to the west ofthc village, in the vicinity of the 
Ben Het Camp (which had bmn a Special Forccx camp and was convrrtcd 
to a Rangcr camp). thcw wcrc "many Viet Cong" and the spray killed the 
smaller plants and brush but, while the leaves on thc largcr t m  wilted and 
ked, the t r m  r e m i n d  alivc. Thcy had never wen anything likr this 
bcforc, and they decided that they could not cat any ofthr surviving plants 



(the rice had just hcgun to bud and thc manioc was tall) or roots in the 
affected area. 

Thr principal Plci Ro-O ( 1  d) inforrna~~t rcportcd that the villagcrs grew 
upland dry rice. maize, manioc, eggplant, and cucumbers in their swid- 
dcns, and that all of thc crops d i d  where thcrc had bcrn air drifting of 
spray. At I>ak Mot-Khon (23) and 13)ak Mot-Tri (2b) there had been no 
spraying. but thr area to the northwest of the villagcs had been sprayed, 
and the intimnants noted that all of the vegetation had "dried and died." I t  
was an arca where rc-idents of both villages huntcd and gathered forcst 
products, but following the spraying they avoidcd it. One elderly man 
from thc Ilak Siang (2c)  dependents' scttlcmc.nt dcxribed how he had two 
swiddrns in which he c~11tivatc-d upland dry ricc, manioc, maize, sugar- 
canr, and banana t m .  and with the spraying all wi l t4  and died. All of thr 
crops whrrr the spray fell "dried and died-" As noted previously, infor- 
mants reported that some villagers arc barnbwo shoots from the spraycd 
arca and experienced dizzinc- followed by vtjmiting. 

At Pol& Krong (3a, b). according to thc informanh, villagcrs cultivated 
upland dry rice, maize, manioc, bananas, sugarcane-, and pineapples in thcir 
s\viddens. In kitchen gardcns they grew tobacco, chili prppers, eggplants, 
papaya trees, and orangc trcfs. The spray drifted over the fields and 
gardens, reaching them in varying degrccs of strength. Whcrc it was 
strongcrt, all of the plants and trrrx died within about one month. The 
leaves on the fruit trees "rolled up," while the plants apprared to be drying 
up in both swiddcns and gardrns. In the swiddcns and gardcns whcrr the 
spray was not strong the ricc did not thrive as it normally would have, and 
thr fruit trees dld not bear cdible fruit. It nas indicated previously that 
some villagers went into thc fields to cut rnaniixr roots and bamboo shoots, 
which they ate. and subwqucntly they got diarrhca. At first chc villagers 
thought a natural blight was affecting the plants but a highkand soldier 
from Kontum informed them that the Americans and the gob7crnmcnt 
w-rre spreading "mcdicinr" from aircraft to kill forest where thc Virt Cong 
were hiding and crops thc Viet Cong wcrc growing. 

Polei Klcng (43) inhrmants reported thc same pattern as that noted 
above; where the spray was strong all the crops in the sw.iddens and kitchen 
gardrns died, but plants survived in the less affcctcd arcas. Still the ricc did 
nnt flourish, and ripening fruit frll from the trces. Informants from I'lci Jar 
Turn (4b) simply rcportcd that all the crops in thc ficlds on which thc spray 
fell died. 



Villagcrs from l Y ~ l  Ngol-1 )rung (5) rcportrd that thry cultivated upland 
dry rice, maize, manioc, yams, pinrapplcs, bananas, and papaya in the 
swiddens, and in kitchen gardens they grew chili peppers, several varietim 
of green leafy vegetabltu;, and cabbagc. Where spray fell directly. the leavm 
on the trees and plants "rolled up" and dicd, and then the plants dicd. Onc 
man notrd that in wrnc suriddrns the yams died but some ofthe rice plants 
did not withcr, although thcy produccd nt) buds. Thc agricultural enginerr 
(6) rcportcd that in thc sprayed arras a11 the trees were affected, and the first 
change was that thcir 1ca-c-c.s died. Hc. addrd that the low brush survived. 
Big trees, however, died, and later thcy wcrc cut for €irc~~~ood. All or most 
of the crops in thc spraytrl swiddens dicd; this cvcn prccipitatcd a serious 
food shortage for the Viet Cong. They morycd hrthur to thc north nhcrc 
there was a manioc mop, but it caused a delay in wmc of their pla~~ncd 
operations. 

ADJUHCEI) EFFECTS ON SOILS 

Responses concerning the adjudged c f f ~ t s  on thc soil varicd cc~nsidrrably. 
Villagers from Long Iljon (la) said that about one month after the 
spraying they noticed sprouts appearing in atTcctcd arcas whcrc thc plants 
had d id .  Thcy wcrc not convincrd, however, that this meant they could 
rcplant, so thuy shifted their farming to  new swiddrns. Ilak Itosa (lb) 
infi~rmants saw thr sprouts appear in "two or three months" and they felt 
that it was a sign that they could farm thr swiddrns again. Some of the I3ak 
'I'ang Plun (Ic) villagers tried to refarm their affected sw-iddcns, but the 
lea\7t5 that sprcmtt-d on the plants were shriveled, and they know that such 
plants do not prc~ducc p o d  fruit or vegetables. Most villagers, they said, 
felt that since all of the crops had died in somc ficlds. thc soil would not br 
good for a long time. One I'lci KO-O (Id) informant rrprtcd that the 
villagrs judgd that since the effects werc so bad, thc soil could not hc 
good. so they shifted to new farming sites. 

Polei Krong (32, b) informants reported that the villagers, who had bccn 
told the source of the spray by a hlghland soldier from Kontum, in somc 
cases did replant their srviddens. The crops were not good, but somc still 
replanted again. When the March 1972 offcnsivc hgan,  howcvcr, they 
had to abandon their fields. 



lhc agricultural rllginecr iufbrmant had dotlc some study it] Hanoi o n  
thc. chemicals bcing w d  in the hcrbicidcs, and he said hc kncw whicll affcct 
plants and which affcrt humans and nnimals. Hc judgcd that the chcniicals 
bcing used in thc hod productiorl area i l l  which hc was located WCK 
intended for plant dcxtruc-tion and, while wnlc pcoplc hecarnt. ill. it would 
only bc a temporary cvcnt withol~t lasting effects. lIc thought that onc 
typc of herbicidc bcirlg uscd c o n t a i ~ ~ ~ d  3 nhcmical that actually had a 
brnrficial cffcct on the soil. I t  rcnlaitlcd in thc soil as 1 rcsiduc and hrokc 
down srl that thc soil fertility increawd. 
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A NOTE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Since the carly 195Os, most publications on the highlanders haw k n  the 
rcsult of what might bc called wartimc ethnographic and linguistic re- 
search. Frcnch rcsrarchers conductcd fieldwork during the Indochina War 
and a few rcrrnained longer. Americans, Canadians, Australians. and 
English carricd out most research during the Vietnam War. Prior to the 
Indochina War tho= who wrotc on the highlanders includcd missionaries. 
military pcrsnnnel, adrninistratr>rs, and explorers, whrreas thc more recent 
group of authors is fnr the most part composed of scholars with formal 
training in anthropological disciplines. There is nothing to indicate that 
any anthropological research has k c n  carried out in thc highlands sincc the 
1975 Communist conquest of South Vietnam. 

Of the Frrnch works, one of rhr best known is C;cwrges Condominas, 
Xous avons arargt! Infori9 d~ la Pierre-Gie Coo (l'aris, Mercure dc France, 
19521, an ethnological journal of the author's 19M- 1949 ficld rcwarch in 
the Mnong Gar village of Sar Luc. Later his expcricnces were rccallcd in 
Georgcs Condominas, L'kotiqtie err quoridieri, Sar h c ,  Viet-~Vatrr cet~trfll 
(Paris: I'lon, 1965). Rcrre-Bernard Lafont produccd three works bascd on 
his 1933 - 1954 Jarai rcscarch. Information onJarai law is hund  in Pierrc- 
Bcrnard Lafont, 'l'uloi Djtdl~t: Colrfurt~ier de la ~ i b u  Jartli (l'aris: Ecolc 
Franqaisc d'ExtrGme-Orient, 19Fi3), and a collection of prayers is contained 
in Pierrc-Bcrnard Lafont, l+i2resJarni (Paris: Ecolc Franqaise d'Extreme- 
Oricn t, 1 963). Pierrt-Bernard Lafont, Lexiq~eJarai (Paris: Ecole Fran~aise 
d'ExtrEmc-C>rient, 1968) is a dictionary. Two Frrnch researchers who 
lived and worked in the highlands during the Indochina War and part of 
thc Vietnam War produced monographs on thc Maa and the Jarai. They 
are Jcan Boulbrt , I'rryr des Mas domai~1r des g&ies Xgqar iWnd, * V ~ a r  Yannx 
(Paris: Ecc~lc Franpise d'Extrtrn&rient, 1967); and Jacqucs llcmrnes, 
Coordan~rs r~ichrres JoraifattiiIiuizs el sotiaJps (Paris: Travaux et Mtm0irt.s 
dc l'institut d9Ethnologie, 1972). 



Some of thc aniclcs resulting from research of this period can bc cited. 
Two on thc Mnong Gar arc Grtjrges Condominas, "The Mnong C;ar of 
Central Victnam," in Social Structure if1 Southeast h i d ,  cd. George P. 
Murdock (Nrw York: Viking Fund Publications in Anthmpolagy, no. 29, 
1960), pp. 15-23; and Gcorh~s Condominas, "Schema d'un Mho kancc 
shamnique Mnong Gar." Asit- du Strd-fit ct ;2lon& Ins~iiit~dicr~ 4, no. 1 
(1973): 61-69. Two articles on thc Mnong Rlam arc. &urges Con- 
dorninas, "Notcrs sur le Tam Bo Bar Baap Kuong (C-changc dc sacrifices 
entrc un rnfant et ses ptrc cr mire) Mnnng Rlarn," Intewiationni =3rchives of 
Etiinogrph y 67, part I1 ( 1 955): 1 27 -30; and Pierre-Bernard Lafvnt, "Notcs 
sur les structures sociala dc-s Mnong Itlam du Cmtre Vietnam," BEE'EO 
53 (1967): 76-78. Jacqucs Dournes, La n i l ~ r ~ J i i r a i ,  Catalogues du Musk 
dc l'ljornme, Sirric K. Asir, I1  (Paris, 1!)72) is an ethnographic catalogue on 
the Jarai with a brief text but many photr,graphs and sketches. Maa 
swidden farming techniques are thc subject of Jean Boulbet, "LC miir, 
culturc itinkante avec jachcre forestiPrc m pays Maa," REFEO 52 (1 966); 
77-!?1. Maa weaving techniques and motifs can bc found injean Boulbet, 
" M d c s  B techniques du pays Maa," BSEl 39, no. 2 (1964): 169-287. 
Light is s h d  on the Cham presence in thc highlands in Jacques Dourncs, in 
"Rcchc.rches sur lcs Haut Champa," Frfltrc~-Asie 24, nu. 2 (1 970): 143-62. 
Thc historical role ofthe King of Fire is trcatcd in Jacques Ilournes, "Patao. 
les maitrcs dm hats," Asif dl# StiAEst et :Won& Itisulindien, ,I (1973): 
xix-xxxvi, and Charles Mcyer, "Les mystGrieuses relations entrc Ics rois 
du Cambodgc ct lc 'I'otao' dm Jarai," Ettadcs Cait~ho&imnes, no. 4 (1965). 
pp. 1 1 --!Xi. 

Rcscarch conducted during the Victnam War has yct to producc cthno- 
graphic monographs on the highland pcoplr, but therc is a growing list of 
articles on ethnology and linguistics. 

A 1972 issue of thc short-lived journal So~tkensr Asia was de\~otrd to 
ethnographic research by members of thr Summcr Institute of Linguistics. 
Articles on thc highlanders are Marylyn J.  Gregerson, "The Ethnic 
Minorities of Virtnam," SA 2, no. 1 (li971L): 12 15; Nancy- Costello, 
"Socially Approved Homicide among the Katu," S.4 2, no. 1 (1972): 
77-87; Vurncll Cobbey. "Somr Northern Koglai BclicEi about thc 
Suprnatural," S14 2. no. l(1972): 125-29; ])wight Gradin. "Rites of 
Passage among the Jeh," SA 2, no. 1 (1 972): 53-6 1; John Rankrr, "Bahnar 
Religion." SA 2, no. 1 (1972): 88- 124:John Miller, "Bru Kinship," SA 2, 
no. 1 (I!liIL): 62-70. 

Staff members ofthe Summer Institute of Linguistics fi~cuscd primarily 



on Mon Khmrr languages, and rcsulfi of their research havr been p u b  
lishcd in thcir .Won M~mer Studies serics as wrll as in otherjournals. Some of 
their findings and analyses b a d  on comparative linguistics and lexicosta- 
tistics havr produced valuable historical insights and new linguistic g roup  
ings, which have a bearing on cthnic group diffcrcntiation. Some articlcs 
rflcrcing these dcvelopmcnts are David Thomas and K. K. Headley, Jr., 
"More on Mon Khmer Subgroupings," Lin~ua  25. no. -3 (1 970): 398-4 18; 
and Ilavid Thomas, "A Note on  the Dranches of Mon Khmer,' ,%lop1 Khmer 
Sfirdies IV, Language Serics no. 2, Center for Vietnamese Studies and 
Summer School of Linguistin (Saigon, 1973), pp. 138 41. An additional 
arcicle drawing upon this rcwarch is Isidorc Ilycn, "The Chamic Lan- 
guages," in Curret~r Trmds in Linpiistics, ed. E Scbcck ('The Hague and 
l'aris: Mouton, 197 I ) ,  8: 200- 10. 

Several Vietnamese works on the highlanders h a w  bwn published sincc 
the late 1950s, but nonc is bawd on field rcscarch. A North Vietnamcsc 
wurm is Nhhm Nghiin Ciru 1) in  T ~ C  (People's Study Group), Cril Din 
T& ~ h i h  SZ 6 Ifitt-Nam (Minurity Peoplcs of Vietnam) (Hanoi: Nhi 
Xu% Bin Van Ilba, 1960), and a South Victnam work on the highlanders 
is NguyEn Tr ic  l l i ,  f)Liq Bdo U ~ L  Sic-TGc 'f'lrih S6 & Viet-Nam 
(Vietnamese Ethnic Minority CIornpatriots), BG Phit ~n;n Sac-Tec 
(Ministry for Ethnic Minority Developmmt) (Saigon, 1972). 

A few sourccs have tn-atrd the historical rolr of the lughlandrrs in the 
Victnam War. Two are Howard Sochurek, "Americans in Action in Vict 
Nam," Nntivnnl Geographic 127, no. 1 (1965): 38-65, which describes the 
initial phase of thc 19fA FULRO revolt; a n d  Colonel Francis J. Kelly. 
I :'.S. Ann y Special Forces 1961 - 1971 (Washington, llepartment of thc 
Army, 1 '373 ,  which contains infimnation on the rolc of thc highlanders in 
the U.S. Special Forces program. 

Highland ornitholngy is reported in: Philip Wildash, Birds of South 

Viet~lattr (Kutland. Vcrmont and Tokyo; Charles E. Tuttle Co., I !I ( ;#) .  
Highland soils arc dcscribcd in F. K. Moorman. The Soils ofthe R e p ~ b l i c  af 
South V i e t ~ m  (Saigrm, Ministry of Agriculturr., 1961). 
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