
'. I @ W -  

USAF Southeast Asia Monograph Series 

Volume It Monograph 3 

RIRPOWER 
R(ID THE 

1972 SPRlflG 
I~VASIO-n 



USAF Southeast Asia Monograph Series 

Volume If 
Monograph 3 

AlRPO WER 
AllD THE 

1972 SPRlnG 
lnvAslon 

Edited by: 
Major A.J.C. Lavalle 



" . . TO A L L  V;HO SERVED" 



FOREWORD ---- 

In our continuing des i re  to bring to t h e  readcr an in-depth 
look at the use of airpower in Southeast  Asia, we present in 
t h i s  volume a t r u l y  monumental effort at recounting the 
myriad of widely separate hut not u n r e l a t e d  events and opera- 
tions rhat took p l a c c  during thc spring invasion of 1972. 

In this  monograph, the authors from the Air k'ar College present 
an illuminating scory of the people and machines that fought 
so gallantly during t h i s  major enemy of fens ive .  The authors' 
breadth of experience in and out of comhat cnahles them t o  
provide a penetrating account 01 h o ~  airpouer was brought to 
bear upon the enemy. 

The "Vietnamization" program, begun in 1969, had by March of 
1972 reduced U .  S. manpower involvement in Vietnam from 500,000 
to 95,000. 11. S .  airpower involvement, however, did not decrease 
proportionately. Although the South Vietnamese Air Force took 
up the "lion's share" oC the effort,  U .  S .  airmen were st i l l  
very m ~ c h  involved. D~ring t h e  of fcnsive, their ski 11s , courage 
and professionalism w e r e  t e s t e d  24 hours a day, directly con- 
tributing to the cventtral succcss f u l  outcorns. 

The readcr should learn from this story that not  only is air- 
power an e s s e n t i a l  element of any major operation, bat that 
its employment is a tram effort. More so, it  involvcs men 
and women on the  ground as w e l l  as in the air -- one cannot 
function without the other .  

d5L h-GL-2 
k' 1 1.LIAM V. McBRIDZ . Gcneral , USAF 
Vice Chief of staff 
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It'itll one cxrel~tital. l l ~ e  aut l~orb ot t11is 1%-ork servetl in Solltlicast 
,Asia, scvt~-;~l tluring 111c 1972 Caillpaigll. Their colIe~tirc cunhnt ex- 
pericnces give a special autl~enticity to this account. l 'Iie~= I~ l i evc  t11;1t 
the responw of American nit- nnrI 11av:11 power to meet thc dlallcngc 
was dccisive in first blunting, rhen breaking the niorilcntllirl nf tllc 
Communist stcnmrolIer. They lurther belier-c that  theirs is n story 
1%-l-llicl~ cvery :lmerirnn s11011ltl k~iorc-, recprdIcss of opinions 011 the 
larger aspecls or the war. This  ir n history of airporvcr at)d airrncn; it 
is an accollnt uf profcssionalim~ in wliich every .4mericail can take 
s;~lisfactio~i. 

'Tlie facilities at Maawe11 AYII oncr a rich variety of sol~lre malerials 
for the study of a i r p ~ r c r  in Southeast Asia. The team that rvorkcd on 
this projert rspccislly ~vislles LO recognize thr: assista~lce uf Mr. Kol~crt 
U .  Lorve and his staft' oI the Bir IJniversity I.ihray. Lt Cnl hlalcolii~ 
S. Bounds of the Xiaxwell CORONA IIARVES?' office, anrl Mr. 
I.lopl H. Col-nett, Jr., snrl his staff at the Blljert F. Simpson Histori- 
cal KesearcIl Ccnter. 

Col Donald 1'. Hum scrrml as the sturlcrlr tcrani cIlicf on this projcct. 
IIe richly rlewrvcs the tllanks of his learnmatts and their f;lcuIty 
atlriso~; CoIo~lcI nonaldso~~ 1). Frizzcll. 

?'hc Ail- Force O&cc of Ilistol-g r t ~ i e r ~ c d  the manuscripts ; I I I ~  prrs 
vitlml ffacilities duril~g tI~c final editing. Final roordin;~ticm of maps. 
pllotm, ant1 marll~script was 11). Capt i i~ l lh?  1). Elmorc. 
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staff (PACAE') and served as Acting Director of thc Tactical Forces 
Directorate. IIc llas cornbat experience in hot11 air dcfense (F102) a11rl 
tactical figlitcr ( F 4 )  aircraft. IIc also is a graduate of tllc Air War 
Colkgc. 

COL JOHN M. RAM-(BA. Bethany College) is assigned as t l ~ e  
Marine Corps repr~xntative to Air IJnivcrsit); hfaxw-ell AFU, Ala. 
Commissioned an infant7 officer, he was later designated a naval 
aviator. IIc t l i t ~  harl I>oth pounrl and air assignments wit11 a majority 
of assignments in the lattcr. He had two tours i n  Sour11 Vietnam, the 
latter was an assignment a t  Bien IIoa AB during. tlle 1972 Spring 
Invasion. He i s  a graduate of the Air War Collegc. 

COI. KAY Y. IIrAT.nER!. JR.,- (B.G.S., Universi~y of Nebraska 
Omaha) is Deputy Director, FigllteriReconnaissarice Tanker Divisioi~, 
HQ 9th Air Force, TAC, Shaw- AFB, Snllth Carolina. IIe has had assign- 
ments in 7':iC, USAFE, and PACAF. He had two tours in Southeast 
Asia. IIe commandd ail F-4E Squadron there dming the 1972 Invasion. 
He is a graduate of Air hmrnantl and Staff ColIegc and Air War 
Cmllegc- 

COL LORENZ F. WZ!STKER- (B.A., Gonzasa Univcrsit)f) is chief 
O [  tllc Kesolirces Man;~gcme~lt Division, Robins ALC, Kohins AFB, 
GA. IEc has sewed in scvcral tactical fighter units. In 1967. he flew 2-45 
comhat missions ill F-100s while sta~ioncd at Bicn Hoa. Returning to 
Soutllcast Asia in the Spring oi 19-72, he commandcd tlie 335th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron at 'lJl,on -413, -I'l~ailand, and flew an additional 9ti 
combat missions. Othcr ;~ssignmcnts i~lclude Cllief of Main~enance oE 
the 4th Tacliral Figliter Wing, Scymonr Jolmson AFB. North Carolina. 
He is ;I graduatc of the Air War ColIegc- 

I.'I' COL CHAKLES \YY BOND-- (%lP,.I. Aulmrn LTnivrrsity) is 
prcse~~tly assigned to h-1t:ConnelI AFR, Karisas. Ile has had flying rtssig11- 
mcnts in KC-135's with Strategic Air Cammand and flew rcwue heli- 
copters in Soutb~x~st Asia in 19G%70. His subsequent assignments haye 
l ~ r n  ~vi t l i  Slrike C~mmantl and Joint Chicfs oE StaK He is a grnduatc 
of the Air War College. 

LT COL EUGENE -1'. BUCKNER- (PIl.D., Rrigllam Young Uni- 
versity) is Conimandcr 01 1 jlst Cornl>n~ Support Sq~ladron (TAG) 
Utah Air Kational Cuard. He has had rcserve assignments in person- 
nel and administration. His active duty service was in personnel a ~ ~ r l  
supply. In  civilian lile, he is a ~fiycl~ulogist and educator. IIe i s  a 
gradute of lhc Air Wsr College. 

LT COL KOKM;I.;ZN EIXAR-(Bh,  'l'roy Statc University) 113s 
scnwl in ATC, SAC, PACAF ant1 MAC. He has flown T-28, T-33. 
KC-97, r-130, and C-141 aircraft. Whilc in Soutll Vietnam and 1.a- 
in 1970, 11c flew 350 missions in the Ov-IOIZ as a iom-ard air conlroller. 
He is a graduatc of Squadron Officer Scl~ool. Ind~~strial Collepe of t l ~ e  
Armed Forccs and the Air War Collese. 

L T  COL RORERT L. EVERS-(MBA, Gcor,ge Wasliington IJni- 



versit)-.) is I>eputy Cgroup ConlmailrIer at SIlcppard XFR, -1'exas. IIis 
p r e r i o ~ ~ s  assignments have Ixen with tllc Strategic Air Command as ;I 

~ ~ a v i g q ~ o r .  IIc fIcw C-130's i11 Southeast Asia in 1968 ailrI was a n  Arc 
1.igllt (l<-52) ~ll;~ilrtcl- ; t ~  HQ 8th Air For~ur, .\ndcrseil AFE, Cuam, 
rluring the l ~ r i o r l  of the Spi-ing Invasion 1972. TIC is a graduate of the 
Air \%Tar CoIIcgc. 

I.?' COT. JAMES K. H ARDIKG-- (M.S.P.A., George UIashington 
University) is i ~ ~ ~ i ~ q l ~ < l  10 tile 3lst 'l'aclical Figl~tet 1-\;ing, Homcstcacl 
AFK, Fla. 1'1-ior assignmcnts were primarily associatd wit11 -1'actical 
F i d l l c ~ s  ~ t - l ~ e r c  he 11;1s cxpcricrlce iii ~l~aintenarire  ant1 opc~ations. Hc was 
in S o ~ ~ t l ~ c a s ~  Asia (luring 1965 1%-11r.r~ IIC Ilrr~v I!-100's and a ~ a i n  in 
1970-71 f l y i ~ ~ g  aircl-;~ft. Hc is a ~ a r l u a t e  01 Squatb-or1 Oficcr SrI~ml, i\it- 

Command rind Staff Collcge 2nd Air War College. 
1.T COI. FKANK T. HINES-- - (MBA, X111~111-n Urlivcrsit).) i s  ns- 

sicpcd lo [he 305tll Air llelticli~lg lying, GI-issom >IF]<, lntliana. Prey- 

ions assignmc~its were also with tllc Strategic Air C:omrnantl fl?=ing 
K G l S 5 ' s .  IIr: lias in cxcess uf 700 hours of coml~at refticling (luring 
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Introduction: Prelude to Invasion 

h;iarcl~ 1972. T h e  war was ominously quiet after of turbulence. 
War-wary citizens ol tlie South Vietnamese republic lmkccl to tllc 
future with Ilo~w- Since 1968, Allial programs of "lmcitication" l ~ a d  
taken root, and now scemcd to promise wcurity and economic r~cri\~ery 
for the yet impovcrishd countryside. Improved Sor~th Vietnarncsl- 
armed forccs, backd by tIlc c i t ize~~ Regional and Popular Forces, 
appeared upahlc of containing the C:ornrnunist threat. ?'he Communist 
cause wcrnetl in decline, altho11g11 guerrillas still llarassed the ppulace 
in some localc.5, anrl Nor111 Vietnamese regiments remained active in 
horiler anrl remole areas. 

-l'he situation appeared to vindicate the three yl.drS of American 
~mlicy under President h'ixon. Since 1969, Nixoa had griddually dis- 
engaged American ground forces. withdrawing combat units in incre- 
mcnts. Simultaneously, an acwlcratd plan for ''Vietnamizing" U.S. 
war rolcs had taken form. Both American goals-disengagrnneiit anrl 
Vietnamiration-reflected a Ixoader hlucprint for Asian policy sketchcd 
by Nixon. Unrler the s~cal led Nixon Doctrine, America would aid 
iu Asian allies wit11 malcrials, tecllnical advice, and if  necessary with 
air m d  naval power. Bq-onrl this, the nation remained determined to 
avoid ft~rther rlew commitments of U.S. ground iorces. 

American military manpower in Vietnam at tlie end of March 1972 
st& at 95,000. down from more than 500,000 three years 1,efore. I'hc 
reductions had been Ileaviest for the U.S. Army and Marines; USAF 
s~rcngth in Vietnam, at 20,OM) was tougl~ly one-~Ilirrl the former ~ a k ,  
but another 27.00 USAF members were stationed in Thailand. 'I'he 
Soutll Vietnamese Air Force P N A F )  now sliouldererl the brunt uf thc 
in-country air war-Allietl airstrikes within South Vietnam tolalletl 
4,000 during Fehrl~ar): 1972, of w-IiicIl 3,300 were flown hy VNAF. 
Meanwllile, the American pround combat role had become wholly 
defensive. 

North Vietnamese Laders colild scarcely miss the implications of 
these trends. Not only did r l~e  gowing  stability in the Sonth weaken 
the l ike l i l id  of eventual Communist victoq. but the apparent success 
of Vietnamization winforccd :lmerican willingness to continuc heavy 
fiscal support. Furthermore, the pssible reelection of Ridlard Kixon 



io tlic :Imerican P~-c s ide~~ t i ;~ l  campaign just beginning, jlromiserl con- 
l i t i n i ~ g  firmness in A~nerican policy toward tiit war. Thus, from the 
Comi~l~rnist  ~ i c w ,  tllc logic of n bolt1 strike ill 1972 was compelling. 
1Vattlefield victories o n  scwral i ron~s,  at the lcast, croulrl makc wreckage 
of Kixon's past polities and the ~ l l l l l i c  s l i p p ~ r t  upon 1vIiic11 they rested. 
h m I  there remained the i~lrtl ler liolx that initial successes coulrI pr* 
ducu: a fast dctcrior;ition of Sour11 Vie tnam~w wiIl and a b i l i t ~  to resist. 

'I'he aplmrent :trcllitect of the 1972 Spring Offensive was CencraI 
V<:o h-gu)-.cn Cinp, Defense XIitiistel- of the DRV. Giap had I,ecli all 

carly associate of Ho Chi Mitlh ant1 hat1 directed tllc victory ovcr the 
Frcncl~ 3t Dicn Bicn Pllu. I n  1968. Ilc planned the coutltrywide T e t  
Offerlsil=e ;~rld t l ~ c  t ~ t e n d e d  siegc a t  K11e S i n l ~ ,  the U.S. Marine basc 
aL the north~t-cst coriler of S O L I ~  Victnam. The Allies de f ea t4  the 
Comm~~n i s l s  it1 1968, I;u'.@g tIlrollgh the I~eavy application of U.S. 
airlmwer. Now, ill 1972, Giap s p i n  ]>id for victory, gambling tlie f d l  
stre~lgtll of t h e  Sort11 Victn~nicsc Army and  its wca lw~~ry  t111ilt 11p 
o w r  tile Tears nt h c n y  cost. 

TIic e ~ a u i n g  rn~npai~gn tcstccl two w r y  rlifiererlt systems of war. -1'11~ 
.gnvernment of S o ~ ~ t l l  Victrianl, uii the one hand, maintained over a 
n~ill ion 11ie11 1111tlel- amis. Over lialf of tl1e.w were local pararnilital-y 
fore+Ke,@onal a ~ n I  Popular Forces. The active Army numl>ererl 
414,000 mcn cmploytvl t~ntler ~ h t :  operational control uf the four cor1)s 
cnmmanrIers, each reslmnsible for nne of the four military rq ions  of 
the country. A national rtratcgic reserve, a t  most times consisting of 
scvcral I~rigadcs 01 paratroops a r ~ d  i\Iari~~es, 1-mnainerI s~~l>jec t  la Juint 
C:elle~-al Staff dircctiot~. Strategic reserve llnits were shiltetl ;unollg the 
1lliliti11-~ I-cgior~s 10 111rxt immediate coni ingencics, 11s11ally moving by 
air. A few clitc nnits werc trnincd i n  lung-range 1m1rol lactics and 
cmployerl ill c-oiililer-gt~crrilln actions. Gcncrallg, the .\rniy of Victnam 
mflcr-tccl its Amcl-ir-;111 training, having Iearncrl lo rcly hc;~vil!= on air 
ntlrl ;lrtillcl-?. 51-epnwet- ; ~ r t t I  to exploit the ntIvantaxcs or 1lclicol)ter air- 
 obili lit!=. Sout l~  Vie~namcse troops I r~ug l~ t  wcll on most occasions. al- 
t l~o~lg l l  ;IrroIlnts uf inc1iscil)line snrt p n i c  rlul-iilg the 1):lin CIII 1971 
inrursion into 1.ans (LAM SOK 719) leIr naggi~lg tlonl~ts as ro the 
Xrn~y's rcaI ~ n e ~ t l e .  

.T'lle Xorth Vir.tnamr.sc i\riny practiceri a very diffcrcnt style of war. 
Air 51ippu1-t ; ~ n d  air transport had ;tlmost no ],lace in C o n l n ~ ~ ~ n i s t  
i~ictliurls, rvi~icl~ were rIesigncri LO trlinimixe [he effmts o f  Allietl air- 
~ I \ -c I - .  1T11ils ~novetl 1)); nixl~t,  anrl incessantly pact  ired i ~ h n i q u c r  01 
caninliflage; Comml~nist troops knav  Ilorq t o  r l i ~  in ;111(1 f o r t i 1 ~  fur 
safely from Allicd firelmrver. Trcllniqars tor delivering :u~tonla~ic  
w e n p n s  firc ag;~inst lo~v-fl~ilig aircraEt rvcre well-practicrcl. S~lecisl 
troops w-cre traillet1 for sappcr and sllelling a t ~ a t k s  011 :\llietl air 
l~nsc+'JO USAF craft IlarI bwn dcstroYe<l iri go1111rl attacks sinrye 1962. 
C o ~ n r n u ~ ~ i s l  la~is t ics  mctllm1s similarly ilepciided 011 cnmouflagc, rlis- 
petrion, ;~n t l  night movclncrit. I .acking the kind of ~nohili ty possessed 



I)y Allicd u i ~ i ~ s ,  ~ h c  Comint~r~istr rcilrai~icrl patient and rc~ourceful in 
huilding up fur I-egional offcr~sit.es, and shorwrl ,great skill in er~ract i r~g 
from diffic111~ ctigagcinents. Most w e a p n r y  was Sovict and Cliincsc 
manufact~ircri. Before 1973, tanks had been rare12 emploprl in Solath 
Vietnam, anti-aircraZt 11lissiIcs not a1 all. ..\ltho~~gI~ cx~msccl to great 
privatio~~, C:ommunist tlaops were ~vellilisciplinctl and highly-indor- 
trinatcd, ai1d ollen fougl~t wcll in both attack and tlclcnse. Allied 
psycllol~ical w:lrfarc cam 1x1 igns secnied suu-essful at times i r ~  ra~lsing 
tlcscrtio~~s, hut the Coilimunist military Corces in the Soutl~ remained 
~igorol~s. 

:~lIicd reconnaissance and iiltelligncc reports in late 1971 indicatctl 
h a t  the Kor111 Vietnamcsc were undertakin~ 1111uma1 logistics I)rcp;i- 
rations. Aerial photos s1io1vcd 7,IK)O to 8,000 trucks in rc'ortl~ Victnan~csc 
sulq~ly tlepots arlcl parking lots, nppi~rently l a ~ d c d  wit11 rnil i t ;~r~ S I I ~  

plies ;us1 waiting for the Laolian trails to dl? out. Siin~~Itaneor~sly, the 
Sort11 Victri;~mcse illte~~sificd road-lj~~ilding efforts sout111\-arc1 fr-om 
Hanoi and HaipI~ong. T w o  fuel pipclines reached lroin ITaiphong 
torcarcl the IIMZ. By early 1972. hlliccl officers agrwcl t h a ~  all early 
offensive was possible, rliflcring mainly 011 tllc riming and extent of 
the 1~lo1-s. - 1 ' r \ ~ ~  al)lwoaclli~~g cr-ents u ~ ~ . w l  t l ~ c  analysts to fucl~s on I h c  

middle uF Fellrual-jy -the ~ - c u r w n c e  of 'I'et (the L11n;tr New year 
celebrated in Vietilam). ailtl the schetlulerl \-isit of Sison to ~llc. 
People's Rcpul~lic uf China. Allicd ;~ircraIt slageel a maximum strike 
efhrt ag~irlst suspcrttxl enemy I,uildups ill the PIeiku Iliglilands, last- 
ing 2-1 hollrs d u r i n ~  12-13 Fd3ru;u-y; a similarly concelltratctl clfori. 
pounder1 the n X I 7 .  rcgio~l ori IG-I7 Fcl~ruary. Rcsults al~pcnretl unim- 
pressive, I,u t the rllontl~ ~l;~sserI witbout signilk;mt Cor~i~nu~iist actinn. 

lleanrvhilc, t l ~ c  drarvclolvll of U.S. forces roil~i~luccl on scl~cdule allrl 
accordiiig to plan. 



Chapter One: The Opening 

'l'lic hammer fell 011 Easter Itreekend, 1972. Soon aEter midnight, 
in the early-rnor~lin~ darkness of G d  Friday. SO Mard~,  thousands 
of Communist mortar, rocket, and artillery rounds began battering 
South Vietnamese positions along the northern border oE the Republic. 
By midday, muItitlides of North Vietnamese regulars had moved 
across the m a l l 4  I)ernilirarized %one (DMZ), assaulting fire bases 
and linking wit11 otlwr Communist units already to the south. Bcwil- 
dered by tiit mass and icrocitg of the attacks and the pressures on their 
communicatio~a, tlic deicndcrs qnickl y fell back from tllc advanced 
posts- 

For the next several days, thick overcasts, low ceilings, and rain 
helper1 shield the Communists in the DMZ region from air attack. The 
invasion was opcn and direct-lar,gely absent were thme tactics of 
camouilage and dispersion typical of Communist methods in the past. 
Tllree North Victnamcse di~yisionssome 10,000 troops in all- 
rlclivcrcd the main blows, driving against Quang T r i  city and later, 
Hue. Furthm weight camc from certain weapons seldom or never seen 
previousIy in South Vietnam. Among thcse wcre the Soviet T-54. T-34. 
and older PT-7ti tailks, tIlc Sosiet-made SA-2 and SA-7 anti-aircraft 
missiles, the Russia11 130-mm. gun, and tllc ,Yl'-S wire-guided anti-tank 
nlissilc. Thc 130-mm. gun. wit11 a firing range of 17 miles, was espe- 
cially eNer-tivc in sustaining the invasion. Defending the region were 
largely l~ntested Soutl~ \?ictnamcst: infantry, reinforced hy two brigades 
of Vietnamese Marines and the l ~ a l  Regional and Popular Forces. 
Fewer tlian 9,000 men splrad over the rlor~hernmost 300 square mile+ 
a force clearly inferior to the attackers. 
:I second major Coinmnnist invasion touk fonn simultaneously, 

gaining nlomentum in the iorc-ted anti rugged Iiighlands north ant1 
west of Pleiku. Mderatc-scale ;tttarks on tIic region's fire support bases 
bqan on 30 Marr-lt Within a few (lays, pressures intcnsihed or] more 
than a dozen posts. including t I~c  ridgc ~mit ions  west ol Kontum and 
T)ak To. Communist units threatened the important roadway between 
Pleiku and Kontum, ant1 or1 3 April c~cupicd 11ig11 %ground near the 
lnak To airfield, bringing i t  under artillery fire and dosing down air 
o ~ r a t i o n s .  Ry mid-April. the i~lvading force in Military Rcgion 11 



Soviet T-54 Tank {top), T 3 4  f ank (bottom). 
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Soviet PT-76 Tank (top). F3Q-nm gun (bottom), 

included al>ol~ t 1fl,00o trmpr. moFt ni rr-horn had entered l ' ie~nam since 
the hrsr of ~lre month. Cornml~nist olljrctives included t h e  several hal;er 
ant1 town? in the highlanrls. nppm-entI?. t v i t I ~  l l~c  itlcn rrt estahlishinq 
fnll poIiticaZ cntl~rol ot thc r~e ion .  Other attacks on disltrict to1r.n~ in 
coa5t;ll re~ion.;. and efForts against s u ~ ~ p l ~  Iines connect in^ Pleiku to 

the coact. nllrcntcnerl. in effect, to divide I'ietnnm in IiaII. 
.%lthou~l i  t he  South i'ictnamc~e had nnticipatcrl the appearance of 

some tanks in rl~e highlands, the mass  and ~ a r i e t y  of heat-v eqtripment 
user! by the Commtlnists was il surprise. i i c  in S l i l i t a ~  Reyion 1. the  
Cornmrrnirt 5 deplovetl several r-ariarions of the l'-ri,l and P.1'-76, and 
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the track mounted twin 57-mm. anti-aircraft gun with target acquisi- 
tion radar. The Korth Vietnamese sccretly moved this weaponry into 
position prior to the assaults over new roads built beneath the thick 
jungle canopy. 

A third major drive unfolded in the b r d e r  provinces immediately 
north and northwest of Saigon. 'The Allies had been aware since early 
March of concentrated Viet Cong propa,ganda cHorcs in the regions 
between Cambodia and Sigon. The first attacks came in thc rubber 
plantation region of northan Tay Kin11 province400 rounds of 
recoilless riflc and rocket rounds pounded the fire support base at Iac 
I ~ n g  at dawn 2 April. T w o  days later Communist tanks carried ~ h c  
position. 'l'he prcssutes in 'I'ay Ninl~, how-ever, were but di>~ersions for 
the main hlom lau~iclied by threc Communist divisions on 5 April in 
Binh Iang Province. ?hc  main objectives in Bin11 Long w-ere the 
towns and airfields in 1-oc Ninh. An Loc, and Quan Loi, along with 
positions astride highway IS, tlie main roadway connecting the region 
with Saigon. Again, Communist purposes appeared both political and 
military-first, to establish a regional government, and second, to 
prepare for possible further operations against more vital objectives 
such as Saipn itself. -4s elsewllere, the Binh Long drive featured tht 
employment of substantial n u m l ~ r s  of tanks and weaponry more 
ad\-anccd than that uscd in the past. 

Roth sides re~o~gnizcd the pivotal significance of the moment. Presi- 
dent Thieu called upon his nation to rally, describins the invasions as 
"the final battle to decide the survival of the pmplc." Hanoi, captured 
<locurnents later indicated, bdicverl that anti-war factions in Amcrica 
rvould limit any strong reaction to the invasion; the Communists ex- 
~wcted that  battlefield ~ictories rvould inflict losses on American forces, 
dekat the Vietnamization program. and ~lndermine Nixon's stature 
at Iiomc. 

Allied Air Power in South Vietnam 

T h e  Allies in past years hid rcpealedly applied the tactical air wca- 
pon axgainst Communist forces arid communications wit11 devastating 
effect. Infantry operations had often k e n  viewed as a means to expose 
tlie cnemy to the killing action of air a11tl artilIerp firepower. -4 foremost 
example was the 19ti8 K h e  Sanh campaign, when two Communist 
divisions hccame fixed b y  their own intent to besiege the isolated 
Marine base, thus hccorning sllbjccted to decimation by Allkd fire- 
power, largely from tlic air. 

'l'lle classic instrument of air support and in-country interdiction 
was the figl~ter-bomkr aircraft, eiihm jet or propeller-driven. At the 
peak of the war, more than 950 USAF jet fighter homlers were h a d  
in South Vietnam. Thew F-100 and F-l airaaft could carry an im- 
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prmive variety 01 bombs, gum, and rockcts, and dclivtr devastating 
cfEccts or1 single targets-thc F-1 could lift as man); as I9 730-pound 
bombs. F-1's tliructly supporting troopin-mntact achievctl ,great accu- 
racy b~ using nalwlrn and YN-pund Snakeyc llig11-drag bombs, allow- 
ing close-in release. Bomhs rverc typically rleliserd in a shallow 15- 
degree dire, relcasirlg about 800 Ieet abou-c the terrain, wit11 an immc- 
tliate pullo~tt. When accuracy was less critical or ground fire more 
inrense, pilots madc divc bombing atta& horn angles nE aljol~t 45 
c lqpxs ,  releasing {officiall~=) 1rori1 7,000 feet. 

I'he high speed uf tIlc jet fighter-hombers allow~d illem to press 
attacks in thr: face of l~eavy grountl fire. At 500 knots or more, these 
"last-movers" made rIiff1~ul1 targcts for Cu~nmunist grinners. The jets 
%-ere at a d issd~anlas ,  howe\7cr, whcn operating under low ceiling 
and in poor ~is ih i l i t~ ,  sirlrt: their specd and rksign increased thc neml 
for maneuvering room. More suirshle fnr attacking targels in margi~lai 
weather were the "slo~.-mol-ers"-propeller cra lt like the &I, and 

perrormance jets like the il-37 and B-57. TIlc Cess~~a -4-37 had 
Iwen huill originally as a USAF trainer, ant1 bar1 been modified for use 



it1 close air support. wit11 statio~ls for six 500-pound bombs. The 
Douglas -4-1 Skj~airler roultl lift twelve 500-~munders, or a total l o d  
of 6,500 pounds. 

'I-he USAF fighter-bomber p s t u t c  in Vietnam in hiarch 1972 IV;IS a 
pale reflection of past strength. 'I-hree squadrons of F 4 s  and a single 
squadron of -4-37's remaind in Vietnam, a total of 76 fighter anri 
attack aircraft. Present in Thailand and clscwhere in tile Pacific were 
another 300 jets. i~long will1 roug11Iy 20 A-1's. This total included a 
sqnadron of F-4'5, shiftcrl from thc Philippines to Thailand in early 
February in reaction to tllc repol-tcd Commnnist build-up. Operating 
off the coast of Victnam were two U.S. Navy attack carrirn, Hmrcock 
and Coral Sra, ear-I1 w i ~ h  i i t l  air wing oI some 90 airr~alt-principally 
F a ' s  and varietl attack craft. Like ~ h c  USAF units in Thailand, the 
carrier-lrascd scluatll-ons in recent p a r s  tt-erc uwd principally tn hit 
targets in Iaos ant1 CamMia.  Tllc South Victnamcse Air Force- 
lalx>riouslp built up rltrring the F a t s  of Vietna~nimtion-n0-r ~ m s ~ s s ~ d  
a squadron of F-5 jcts, plus about 150 slo~g-mover attack aircraft. Over 
200 VNAF tactical figllter crews were forined a n d  rated "combat-read?." 

Basic to the application of tactical air rvas the tarseting problem- 
finding and iilentifying cocmy targets ~>rofitable for attack. Allicd re- 
connaixwnce aircraft cacll clay sought 0111 encmy activities and builrl- 
up points. C:o~nniunist I-csourceful~lcss and the forcstcd tcrrai~i ~narle 
effective photo rccnnnaissance and strikes extremely problematic in 
Southeast -4si3. The answer r-iimc irl the airborne F:ZC-tlic Forwartl 
Air Controller-an cxpcricnced fighter pilot, aloft in a low-perlorm- 
arwe observation aircralt. The  FAC was expectccl to reconnoiter tar- 
get areas, seeking out aiid marking enemy targets iur clcstructinn hy the 
fighter-bombers. Altllo~rgl~ tlre FAC: was v~tlneral~le in l~ i s  lorlg scarches 
at low altitude. the Communists quickly leanid  that he was a dail~cr- 
ous taxtt-a fcw 1>11rs1s against a lone FAC w;a likely in minutes to 
Rring clown orrInance-rarrying figliters. FAC's coorrlinatcd strikes 1,). 
radio talk rt.irll ,qol~nd troops, air co~ltrol agencies, anrl the fighter 
pilots. USAF FAC's ~t-t-orkcd equally wclI wit11 either CSAF or U.S. 
Navy fighters. FAC airrraft iricrl~idecl tIlc twin-proyxller 0-2 and OT1- 
10, hoth twaseatclr and the latter secondarily capable of carrying 
modest ordnance loads. Present i11 Vietnam in Marc11 1972 were 14.1 
USAF FAC airplar~es, iilrluding 37 OV-lo's. h VNAF FAC capability 
had k e n  ~~rcssed by tllc Americans, and i n  1972 the VNAF poswssctl 
11ear1y 300 liaison aircraft, most of them veq- light 0 - 1  craft. 

.An important supplement to thc tighter-bombcr force were the air- 
borne gunship-fixcrl-wing trarlsports modifier1 wit11 7.62-nlm., 20-mm., 
or 40-mm. weapons. TIlc fixed side-firing guns were aimed by mancu- 
vering the aircraft in prccisc left-hand turns, at altitudes just above 
effective small-arms reply. Tlle gunship could remain aloft for ex- 
tended periorIs, and were especially valuable in n i ~ h t  work, st~srairiing 
many an isolaterl outpost [luring prolongetl attacks in darkness. Gun- 



ships could drop flares, illuminating attackers to destruction by the 
defenders, fighters, or by tlie gunship tliemselves. Sensor-equipped 
gunships had k e n  increasingIy used for interdiction attacks in Laos, 
but the dase support role in Vietnam persisted. Some late model 
-4G1 SO gunships carried the 105-mm. cannon. The fixed-wing gun- 
ships represented an imaginative adaptation to conrlitions in Vietnam, 
madc succes~Eul because of t h  absence of significant anti-aircraft and 
missile opposition. -4 total of 28 US.4F A G I  19's and AGl3O's remained 
in Vietnam ant1 Thailaiid in March 1972; VNAF possessed two dozen 
1-7 and AC-119 craft. 

Anotllcr adaptation in Southeast Asia was the employment of long 
range strategic bornbcrs for a~tacks on tactical and interdiction targets. 
?'he B-52's of Strategic Air Command hat1 a primary mission of nuclear 
deterrence, but proved excellent carriers oE "iron bombs" as well. A 
singlc J%-52, after niodifications in 1966, could carry up to 84 5 0  or 
750-pound homhs. Striking silently from higll altitntle, a cell of thrw 
R52's coulrl prduce dcvastin~ pllysical and psychologic-a1 effects on 
enemy units. Bombing runs wrcre directed usin% ,ground radar, yielding 
hidl accuracy and allowing last-nlintrte cllangcs in largets. .\g;~in anrl 
again, tlic IL52's proviclcd the crunching weight of power to break 
rmrnrnl~nist concentrations--at Oak To ant1 on the DMZ in 1967, a1 

Khe Sanll in 1Y68, and during the Laotian incursion in Iater )Tars. Tlle 
&32 (or Ruf-"K~E Ugly Fcllor+-") oprratcd from Andcrscn Air Force 
Rase, Guam, and U-Tap20 llase in Tllailanl, refueling aloft from 
KC-135 tankers when necessary. 

As U.S. involranr.nt in Vietnam gradually diminislid hetwccn 1969 
and 1971, B-52 hombing decreased aIso. From a peak oI about 1800 
sorties per month, thc ratc droppcd to about I000 sorties per m o n ~ l ~  
in 1971, all from C-Tapao. During Fcbruary 1972, SAC returned S 5 2  
bombers and KG195 tankers to tlic Pacific from five Stateside bases. 
Besides offsettirlg Comn~~~nis t  builrlup of men and supplies, the cIep1o)c 
rncnts warned that the United States wotlld not stand idly by (luring a 
major North Viet~~amesc a~tack. 

The coniriht~tions of air  transport in .Southcast Asia liad bwn 
enormous. Starting in t1ic cnrly sixtics, USAF operated a substantial 
airlift flmt in Vietnam. lxrforrning a variety of troop-movement and 
rest~ppl); roles. U ~ m n  thc entry of sr~hta~lt ial  American grot11lr1 forces 
in 1965, the four-engine turboprop C-130 became I>asic to Allied in- 
country strategy. Eight or ten GISO's, for cxarnl>lc, could form an 
airlift stream, llaulir~g truops and equipment into some relatively primi- 
tivc forward airstrip, following up with 15-ton restlpply loads. Allietl 
ground forces coulrl t1111s make prwenti\ye or reaction strikes into remote 
areas, cxccuting "scarch-anddestroy" operations d e s i p d  to break up 
cncmy main force ur~its and Imse areas. The  ability of the C-130's to lift 
units into frcsh rgions f~lrthcr cncoura~c-ged tlic offensive strategy, since 
airlift couId he dcpndcd on whcn nccdcd to quickly reinforce thinly 



I~elcl mgions. Further, Allicd forces could tcmprarily disregard tilreats 
to road communicatiorls, knowing that the C 1 3 O ' s  if  nectlssary coulrl 
~ e r f o ~ n l  sustainccl and massi\=c air resl~pplj?. Air transports periodicalIy 
mncIc emergency deliveries and reinforcements to besic~ed p t + t h e  
snsraincd resupply or Khe  Sanll in 1968, primarily, by ~~lradrops under 
instrr~mcnt weatl~cr rondi~ions, was the most notahle of several such 
examples. 

At carte  timc, h e  r-130 force i r ~  Vietllam numl~ered nearly 100 sl~ips 
flow11 around-thexlock. Ry enrlg 1972, only two rlmen G I S U ' s  rc- 
inain~rl at Tar1 Son KIlr~t. i\.lost of the smallcr t r a n s p n r t 4 1 2 3 ' s  anti 
G7'5--rt.hich had onre sulq~lcmented tile C-IilO's, had left Y' , letnam. 
VNAF posscsxrl six transport sqr~arlrons. including three q n i p p d  
wit11 C-123's b r ~ t  lnckctl I he capability for sustained h i~ l l -~o lume  cfforl 
known rvitliin t l ~ c  USAF airlift csti~blisl~rncnt. 

Since lMl ,  when ;I si~l;~ll force of USAE' "air conlmando" s~rike air- 
craft ;tntl transports cntcl-cd Victnam, ova 900 I:S.;ZF craft had k e n  
rlestroycd in Vietr~;tm. R'early iwetlrircls of these llad I ~ m n  lost as a 
lrsult of enemy action. N e a r l ~  800 aircrewmen hat1 heen killed, cap 
turcil, or lister1 as missing in S o ~ ~ t h  Vieri~i~rn. Still present in Victnam 
and 'I'hailarld werc 800 USAF craft-primarily the strike, FAC, and 
t r ansp r t  aircri~lt, bni aIso in~luding  air  rescue helicopters, reconnais- 
sance uaZt. nnrl several duzcn K G 1  35 tarlkcrs. To this could he atlrIerl 
nearly 1,300 i~il-rraft of VKAF-a signihmnt force numc~icallg I ~ u t  it1 
several reslxlcts ~~r~prel~arcd lor 111e all-out campaign now Ijcginning. 

Table I-1. USAF Order of Battle--SUN and Thailand* 
Slrika Aircrm. 31 March 1972 

- . . . . . 

Bien Hoa 

23 &37 

NKP 

Da Nang 
60 F-4 

Korat 

35 F 4  

10 AG119  Ubon Udorn 

15 A-I 10 B 5 7  52 F-4 

- .  - .  

' 31 &52 at Guam 



Chapter 11: The U.S. GIobal Response 

Reactions in \t':~slii~lgton to thc Communist in-vasion wrrc fast. Early 
decisions set in motion fresh deployments oE American combat aircraft 
illto Sollthcast Asia. Initial shifts brougl~t into Vietnam and Thailand 
units Lasecl elscwlicrc i11 the Pacific. Soon, the expansion drew from 
Stateside Iorccs, entailing movmlenis ncarly Iulirvsy around the wurlrl. 
The  fast rcinlorccment of Allied a i rpwcr  hlstered capabilities for 
dircct support of the !hut11 Vierni~nlese Arm): ant1 for air inlmdiction 
attacks in Laos and North Vietnanl. For some aircrewmc~~, the deploy- 
nlcnts meant a re~11t-n to n tight the? hat1 only rcccntly left. 

Rapid trallsoceanic rleployments were not new for the I!nited Statcs 
Air Fol-ce. For the 11;1st two t1ecarIr.s. me11 and units of tlic Stateside- 
I~aserI Tac~ical Air Con~mantl+l~pporterl hy long-range transports of 

the Xlilitar), :\irIiit Commanrl-lrad tleveIopecl and practiced tech- 
niqr~es for rr.orldwirIc mollility. T A C  units had respontlal to rclxiaterl 
crises in Europc, tIic Xfitldlc East, and the Far f i s t ,  rapidly augment- 
ing theater air forces in dcmu~~sttaiions oE American finnnm. Now, in 
this most dircct challenge tu long~stablislled American goals in Soutll- 
cast Asia, the flcxihilit): of i he r i can  i ~ i r  power came under test. 

Early Reactions 

-1.Iic third [lay or tIlc offensive in Vie~narn, 1 April, was to liavc Ilmn 
tllc smnlld day ul  ;I long Eastc~  weekend at Kunsan Air Rase, Korea. 
Sour1 after {lawn, ;I telephone call rvakenctl Colorlel -1':ler G. G d m n n .  
Dep~~ty. Cornrn;ulrIer for O~xmtions  of the 31-d Tactical Fighter IVing, 
s l ~ m m o n i n ~  llinl to the wing comma~irl ~ O S L .  Goodnlan wc~it dircctly 
to the commantl 1-1, and talked with 5th Air Forr-e headqnartcrs in 
Japan, using the "walk-talk secure tclety~x system. Fifty rn in l~~es  later, 
a11 mcmbers of thc 35th ti1ulica1 fighter squadron were c;~lletl to  their 
squadron area, using "silelli recall" pi-o-oc~~lures rlesigncd to rnil~inliztr 
xrncral kllowlerlgc oi the action. Crewmen rcs~mndcrl wit11 some sus- 
picion, riotirlg thc coitiritlence of April Fools' Day. 

At mid-morning, C ; ~ I m a n  t)ricfcd tlic aswmbld  ~ncmbcl-s oI the 
3311, teIling cllcnl tllal rhr unil \\..as to move to Clark Air Base in t l ~  



I'hilippincs that afiernoon. Fourtmn F 4 D  aircraIt, in flights oi six ant1 
eight, one hour apart, were to dcploy. The flight wol~ld I x  nonstop 
wit11 a single in-flight mI11eling Irom airborne tankers over Okinawa. 
A 11ainIuI rlecision was taken, that tl~ose squadrun nlerllhers finishing 
their overseas tours and scl~edultxl 1 0  return shortly to their familics, 
w u l d  not be excuser1 Irom the rleplopcnt. Pilots and navigators re- 
turned to their quarters to pack klonging. Personnel processing Ixgan 
a1 1100 Ilours, indl~il i~lg checks noE idc~ltificalion cards, individual 
records updates, and currency conversion. 

Meanwhile, all ~ r s o n n e l  at Kunsan were recallccl to duty locations, 
to facilitate prepatation of aircraft and eqnipment for the dcpartl~res. 
Personal equipment sp~~ialists  worked at preparin~ aircrew cql~ipmcnt, 
giving spccial attention to thc cmcrgency survival vests. Fligl~t briehn,gs 
for t l ~ e  aircrews began at 120. Station and engine-start tima were 
twice postpond to give the maintenanu: force extra time. At  1530. 
the six aircraft of J a m h  11 flight madc successful takeoffs. Eight ships 
followed an hour latcr will1 Jamho 21. Thirteen ships landed at Clark 
after flights oi 3% 1101irs; one ship re turnd to Kunsan with fuel flow, 
troubles. Spate crews flew to Clark that evening as passengers ahoaril 
G13O's. Four more s l ~ i p  and crews flew to Clark the next morning, 
refueling on the < o u n d  at Kadena Air Rase, Okinarva. 

After a night's rest, the 35th uews at Clark spent Eastcr Sunday 
morning brieting and planning for further deployments into Southeast 
Asia. During the afternoon, all attended rehesller insiruction in jungle 
survival training. Jam110 61 dcparted at mid-morning on the Znd, for 
refueling off tlle Vietnam roast. Hy nightfall, nine aircraft and crews 
wcrc present for duty wit11 i11e 366th Tactical Fighter Wing "Ciun- 
Ciglltcrs" at DaNang; nine othcr ships and crews were on thc ground 
with 8th Tactical Fixl~ter Wing at U h n .  Thailand. T'rvwla): thcater 
indoctrinations piveil b y  tllc host units ioIlowed, including bricfir~gs 
on local flyins prncedarcs, munitions, and current i~~telligenw. Crew 
rlleii frnm thc 35th began ftying missions fro~n Uhon on 5 April, from 
DaNang tllc next day. S ~ O I I  aitcrwarrls, the Ubon element shiftd to 

IlaNang, bringing tlle F-4's just 50 miles or ten minutes from the 
Quanz Tr i  hattlcs. 

Mca~lrvl~ile, the familiar words, "The Marines have landerl," again 
sor~~lcled at DaK'ang. On G April, ~ r m  U.S. Marine F-4 squadl-ons k p n  
rlep10)-in~ to Vietnam from Jwakuni Station, Japan, lo the war zone. 
1 3 ~  evening uf the 7t11, 22 aircraft and crews wcrc on-station st DaKang. 
By thc I 1 th, the Warincs 11ad b c p n  flying combat missions wit11 tllc 
host USAF 3tiGtli Tartical FigIirer Wing. TWO clays latcr, a 1llirtl 
Marine F-I qaad1-on writ-cd at DaNang from Kaneohc Slation, 
Hawaii. Sirnult;~r~enusly in early April, a rle~acI~n~ent of Marine EA4:\ 
craIt rle~~loyc'd to Cubi Point, Philippines, cstal~lislling a forward OIW- 

rating point for electronic countcrmeasurcs nlissions in Sontheast Asia: 
so011 aftem-artls, two-scat T.&lF's mowd to DaNang to pcrlorm air- 



hornc ~ p t ~ i n c  of r~avnl gr~nfirc for rcr<els of the Sevenrll Flect. Finall!. 
En mi(!-\f:tv, I he lintincs RIOYCC~ t~vo rq~rzldrons of :\-I Skv Hawk atrnck 
aircraft fronl I~rpnkl~ni  to Rien Hoa .Zit- Rare. wl~ere they jainetl dnilv 
in the drfenrc oI .At1 [,or. One ot t l ~ c  .I41 unit? 1r.35 .\!tack S ~ L I ~ C ~ O I I  
71 I-the "Tom Cat<." tile l a r t  3lnrinr hxerl-w*ing stlaarlrnn ta have lcft 
I'ietnam. in \lay 1971. 

The P'.S. Nnty joirierl i n  t!le early reaction. join in^ the trt-o carrier5 
off I ' ic tnnrn wrrr A'ifiv f4nnnk ant1 Cotzstrllntiot~. arririnq on 3 anrl 8 
:kpril rcspcrtircly lrorn the Phil ippincr nnrl japan. Simultnnm~tsl? , 

.I lidnhnr? I I C S ; ~ ~  c!eplo\inq from the Eastern Pacific, artirinq to cum- 
mrnrc rornl~ar misrionr on zl~e Jot 11. .-\ sixth cnrricr, Snrnrogn. rcrcit-etI 
onlcrr on R .-tpril to rkplo\. lrom the .ltlantic. Thur. s i s  arrack cnrriesf. 
carh v+i t l t  a n  air wing of 90-orlrl c~art .  came into action OR l'ietr~am 
rhrouqlt lare spriny. . \ t  leaqt lour carriers stavcrl in position lor air 
operation<, anrl a n  nrcrnge of 70 percent of ; I C P ~ ~ C C !  aircrast w C f C  

nvail2bIe for cornl~nt earl! tlar. Tlle !r1,0 s l ~ i p r  OK-station rot~lcl replcn- 
ish wpplics, perform rmininq, or put in at Sul i c  Rnr, Pllilippincs, inr 
refit ..rncE rrc~r-  Eiberty. 

Deployments of Stateside Units 

Forthet reinforccn~enrs drew upon t ~ r l i t r  of Tactical Air Comrrlanrl 
in the  I'nitctI Statec. On 5 April 10'32, Grneral Crcighrotl I\-. .\hramr, 
Cornmnncfer of 17.5. > l i l i r ~ r y  .tssistnnce Command, I'ietnam (COltYS- 
>I \Cl'j. utxenrlv rcqw~tn l  additional (Teplovmtnts, T h c  JCS np~~rovcd 





his request the same day, and TAC initiated a serics of major deploy 
r r ~ e ~ ~ t s  known as Constant Guard I, 11, 111, and IV. 

Constant Guard I cntailed movement of a squadron of I.'-105G 
Tli~~nderchiefs from MtConnelI Air Force Base, Kansas; two F-4 
PIlanto~n squatlrons from 4th Tactical Iqighter Wing at Seymour John- 
.wn AFH, Xortl~ Carolina; ant1 several ERFG's from Shaw M R .  Soutl~ 
Carolina. First to depart (on T April) were the F-I05G's from 361st 
'I'actiral Fighter SiluarIrorl-he so-called Wild Weasel bircL5, w-hich 
had bcen designd to counter surface-tmair missile threats. The  last 
1:-I05 arrived at KUI-at, Thailand, un the 12th; combat missions began 
the same date. Four EIMfi's dosed a t  Korat on the 16th. joining four 
otllers ordered deployecl from Sliaw in late Mardl. The El3-66'~ were 
coi~figmed as "Stat~doff Jammers," 1 to provide electronic counter- 
measures sulqlort for strike aircraft operating in Ilearrily defended areas. 

7-he special capbilitics of the Wild ?%'easels and EB-66.s were asso- 
ciatd with strikes against North Vietnam, where misile dcfensrrs were 
the heaviest. More clearly focu.wcl on the situation in South Vietnam 
was the F 4  deployne~it from Seymour Joll~lson. On 5 April, Colonel 
lames K. Hildr~th, commander of 4th Tactical Fizhter Wing, received 

secore voice call from IIeadqlrarlers, TAW. HiIdreth replied to qucs- 
tions, giving assurances that the wing was capable of launching two 
18-ship F-4 squadrons lor duty in Soutllcast Asia, 1s-itllin 72 hours. 
Warning and implementing orrlers came in fast succession during  he 
ei~rl? hours of the tith. Boil1 squadron+thc 33-ltll ai~rl 336th 'iactical 
Fightrrr Sq~ladrons--ll;td Imn Cully enmeshed in a TIZC OpcrationaI 
Keadincs Ins~ctiorl ,  one nl those periodic tests scL up by higher hcab 
quartcrs to measnrc t l ~ e  ability of operational units lo meet strenuous 
standards. Tllc Seymour Jolll~son units abruptly, put aside this peace- 
lime test, to fare the real pressllrcs of a wartime mission. 
Hy iionn ~i the Gth, pl-ocessing of over 1,000 personnel had begun, 

ant1 a team from Military Airlift Command (MAC) l a d  arrived to 
plan for and control tlic expcc-ted flow of supprling Iransprh. C-141 
jet transports hcgan arriving late that night, taking aboartl suppnrt 
personnel a11tl erluiprnr~~t fur airlift to 'I'hailand. Over the next 72 
I~ours, 38 C;-141's landed anrl departed, lifting ou t  85.1 troops and over 
400 tons of carso. hicanwhile, Iour T-130's of TAC hauled ou t  teams 
and equipment needed to .wn.icc the F-4'5 at the scIlcdu1Cd en route 
stops. 

After 48 hottrs of fast hut nrdcrly preparation, 18 F-4E's and crews 
lcft Seymour JoIlnson nn the 8th, departing in cells of six aircraft, 
tl~irly mir~utcs apart. ,411 ships reachetl Hickam non-stop after cleven 
l~ours of flying and multiple in-flight refuelinspgs. 1 ' 1 1 ~  discomfort of the 
long day in the cramped cockpit, wearing parachute, survirral gear, and 

I "Standoff Jammers" orl~ikd out of range of cnerny A.k4 and SAhf silrs as they 
provirled cIcrtronic countcnneasurcs support for the strike flight. 









Gensral Willlam Mgrnyer rlell), Commander rr! the Tact~cal Air Command Is shown 
conferring with Chief of S!af4 General John D Ryan Irightl. 



"1i;tlq~incss is . . . Ilnving tllc Statcsidc I\-arriors ;u-rive telling Toll 
how gout1 tI~ey arc . . . tlic11 Icttillg tIlc111 lI)=, :Inti fillcling out t11c-y 
arc I~cttcr tl~nn they say they arc." 

Vrl~In C ; ~ I I I ~ ~ ; I I I ~  C;l~nrrl 11, lrvo illore 'l'.:\C F-'1 $11 ~~ntlrorls nlorcil to 
'I'llaiIa riel- lleginriir~g on 1 May, the 308th T,tctical Figllter Srl~lailrnt~ 
:tt HCHI~C'SIC;ICI ;\1;13. FloritI;~ ;11itl tllc 58111 Tactical F'igl~trrr Squadr-011 
from l<gliil :lF1%. Flnrirla made 111c long jo t~r t l e~  from tlleir llonle bases 
to Kdorll. -1.lir. sl~iit I,rotlglit 3fi F I E  ;tircraCt--1'AC's hcst figl i  tcr fnr 
ail--tw;tir c-oml,;~t-into tlic tlle3ic1-.~ 

Co1lsr;lllt i;rl;tr<l 111 11,cranlt: the largest sirigl~ il101-c in tile l~isiory of 
'1'AC. Tliu clcplo~-~iiciit h-om Holloman AFR, Kcw h-Icxicn, nf tllc 49tll 
'I ';~c~ir;~l Figl~tcr \\'i~lg, its Znlll- sclrlncll-oris oE F-jI)'s, a ~ ~ d  most nlc~lll~ers 
o f  t lle 49tIi t:nn111;1t Support Croup, duplica tetI 011 ;I ,grander sr-alc ttw 
rnovclnerlt of r l ~ r :  .%ymour Joll~~st>ll squadrons in April. l'llc \%-ins 
rcccircd its tasking nicssagc in thc e;~i-lg r~~orning I~oars of 4 ; \ -I;I~.  :ill 
pcrscm~lcl wel-c pr0111l)tly ale#-ter1, ant1 thc routillc oE tlricfings, platl- 
ning, ; I I I~I  p; i tki~~g I J C ~ I I I .  JIosi mcrl did some Itasty sl~opping. knowing 
that tlic I I ~ W  11o11ic at Talrltli, 7'11ailnntl. \\-:IS officially descrillctI as ;I 

"l~ni-c h;~se.'' T;~kl~l i  Il;~tl nncc I1cc11 tllc l a l~nc l~  Ilaw for sonlc oE tile 
1ie;tvittst S C I - ~ ~ C S  : ~ ~ p i l ~ s t  Knrtl~ Victnnnl, I I L I ~  11ail heen cltwd lor USAF 
o l ~ n ~ i o n s  13 months hcforc and plarerl ill carelaker status ~intlcr thc 
Thai Air Fnrcc. 1-fa jar rcllnbiIitatioii \*:as clrrarIg required, but colllti 
Ile cni~~plrtcrl onl?? I\-ell a f ~ e r  cIeploynicnt oE the 49th. 

7.11~ first aircraft to rIcIlat-t were the F-4D's oE tllc 417th S(111adroi1. 
\%-'it11 all p r ~ ~ l t a t i o r ~ s  completerl, tIle srl~tarlron heltl a spcial g:tthcring 
at  tllc Offirrrs' C1ul1 the final  light, 6 May, rcd~~cing the tensions of the 
nioment. X1clrik1-s ccrcinonially l ~ u r n ~ l  the TAGbluc "dickies" worn 
1,y all rncnllxrs of tlic 49th aL thc iiisistence of thc wing cornlnantIer. 
13risadier General Jack BdI;tiny. UclIsm~, scIicduled to lend the first 
cell thc riext morning. was thc first to I>ur~l his. 

Some "oh1 11nnd.s" ill the -19tl1 noted one cl~nnge frt~nl past ine~hotls 
for the trans-P;~cihc flight. Tlre itlca ~ m s  relatively new, of pairir~g a 
K G 1 3 5  tnlllicr \\-it11 scveral fightcl-s aiid essentially tra~clliiig l I~e  entire 

' TIicre is a collsid~3t>Ic di(f~rr11~c brt~t-rc~i rn~nikrs of the F 4  family uE aircraft. 
111 In72, A i r  Ff lm had rw<J tighter versions in SXA: ~ l ~ r r  F--in and the F-4E. 
%just of tllc! ul~ifs 11i.mrly ill SE:4 had tIlc F 4 D .  an arlicr mdcl  of the Phanlr~m 
whio:l~ rr-;ls cropIr~?-cd mainIy as 3 pbtfr~i-m to dclivcr bombs ill a l~iglh-thmt cliriron- 
rnciit. The F 4 E  wli~~i~ifd  at1 i~iwgral cannon and othcr imprr~vcmcnrs suc:l~ as a11 
up-datcd r;~dar systrm. Thc F4E was tlius I~ctwr suiled for achieving and main- 
r:~iliing air s~ipvi-iurily than thr F111. and m l ~ ~ a l l c d  it in hrnbilig capl~ilir?.. Becausc 
U.S. plxrit~r:ls did ntBt kliow tlic =act ~laturc oi thc total Sc~rt11 Ylctnamrrsc thrtztt 
tllcy rlcrterl In wrid F-4E's rn IIIC initial rlrplr~?-mcnts. Evcnrs st~lwqucu~ly pro%-cd 
rliat air supxiorit); was not contmtcd IIB the Sorth Victt~amcse in the immediate 
arc3 of t l ~ c  i ~ i ~ a s i n i ~ .  SO F-4E's ITK uwd mrjstly as fi~htcr Iwrnbrn in that locaIc- 



rli$tn~~c-c tr>gctlic.t-. 'l'llc oltlcr system rrclllii-ctl ficJ1tcl-5 LO nlcet tankers 
at intcr~:rls of rollgllly 800 111ilrls o\.cr ihc occ ;~~~ . .  T h c  I,tidrly-sysrc~n 
I~ccnmc ~misil>lc I~ecn~ise of lhe spcerl ;rrlrI a l t i t ~~ r l c  ~ ) C ~ ~ U I T I I ; I I I ~ C  01 the 
jet KC-1.55's, ; I I I ~  rtltlct l the ansictics Ir~luwil I r* all figlltcr p i l o~s  lcst 
t ; ~ ~ ~ k c l s  fail t o  ;tppe;ir nli scl~ctlulc allearl. 

'I'l~e l:rn Jillgs :I L l I i rkan~ pcnrtiticrI I-el-ivnls ol oltl fl-ie~rrlships. JTcm- 
l ~ c ~ s  r ~ f  Figl~tcr l)irt!r~nratc. P ~ r i h c  :lir Foi-c-cs, ~ r lc l  each an-iring rl-cw 
rr i t l~  lir1uitl I -cf i rs l~~nct~t .  rcr-cit=ing cnmmcnts in return on t11c "rigors 
nf tll~l)-" i r ~  I Inwaii. ,:\rtl~nlly, few figl~tcr-pilot "tlcrEc-jorl;c~-s"-c~=e~~ 
~Ilosc stnliollctl ill the Tsl;r~lrl+\\-ouIcl r11111 tlol\-u a rl~:~iire to rctnl-11 
to action in a t - t ~ k l ~ i t  wit11 the .l!I~h. 

Se~c.r~r?--o~~e o f  ille \ring's 72 1 ; ~ l ' s  ;I~I-irecl nt Xtkhl i  on sr-11etl11lc. 
1IAC a ~ ~ c l  writ I-;I~-t  jct ~ r a  tlq,orts liat~lctl in nlcll an11 tx111ipmcn t fro111 
FTolIo~~~;u~-nrcr 1,350 toiis ri-el-c liftctl orit fl-0111 H o l l o n l ; ~ ~ ~  i n  1hc fit-st 
fc~v t lays. Otie ~lic~lll>r!i- o f  t1ic X r  ll -1ht:ticnl Figll~cr Stlliarlrnn-tl~c 
I3l;lr-ksliccp stl t~nclro~~- p v c  nn ;1r-c-ou111 of tllr first I\-wks at 'l'akl~li: 

'1-11c crc~rs were ~ I - C T I C I ~  at I lrc airt-i-aft i11 ~mrlitio~l;t l C;lslrion 1rit11 
colt1 Ilccr ar~rl ; ~ t  111e sanlc time t-eccivctl n 1-;1ther s;ld pictrirc of 
liri11g rt~tldi tiuus. ?-lie l i l a rkshcc~~ ~nocctl  right in, lll~ildilig silel\.e5, 
taldcs. Ilc~lclles. silt1 n d t ~ t y  rlcsk s t  0lxt.lations nrit of s l i i p ~ i i ~ ~ g  
E-IX~CS ;a5 n-ell ss a h r  for tllc lo~r~lgt! i11 tltc living area. 1\'c 211 
1)uil~ < l r ~ l -  I B I V I ~  slrc1vr.s so ~ v u  r-oultl rrnp;ltk. Font lockcrs r;lnlc 11%-o 
I\-ccks l:~lcr. \ \ ' IIcI~ WC fil-st ;irrivrtI, 11sii1g tc~npnr;~ry gct~ri-atul-s, it-t: 

1i:lti cIcr-t~-i[-i~y in cswi~ti;~l I>~~il<li~rg!-,. Takllli 11;rtI IKCII well striplwcl 
; ~ f ~ c r  ifs t-losr~rc i r ~  1!)7 1 ,  illc Iridillg ilc;u-ly all of the wir i i i~ .  I ' l~c l r  
\\.:IS 110 h t j ~  water ur air r-o~itlitiorlirlx r) l l  illc I~nsrr. ;ill \\-:~ter 
rcr111irctI tcstitig for ptnl>ili ty I~cZorc we rorlItl rlri~llr it. ~ l f t r r  t~\-o 
I\-ceks 01 tlrinkitix 1,ottlcd 11-A ter, nlcrlical scrt-ices reportcrl tlic t:rp 
watcr as ~ w t a l ~ l c  ;r11<1 lil-ing was niorc ror l l fo~-~;~l~le .  Air coiltlit i o ~ ~ i ~ r g  
S W I ~  lollori-NI full I-crrtoraiio~l of clccrrical pol-cr. 

C:nrnl>;l~ opci-a~ians I ) C ~ S ; I H  p1-vi111111y. Twent!--forir Ilours af~ct-  arrival, 
r t ~ e  -II ' i~li  .%luatIwlr flc~c- 27 missions snplorting Sollt11 Viclnani~sc 
troops iii tllc .:in Jm: ;II-C:I. Fligltt lcnilcrs attaillet1 clenral~cc to learI 
strikes aftcr ~rr-o rides 1ritI1 i t~strr~ctar  pilots based at liomt. For inost 
~:~-C~{-III~II ,  c-olnl>;~t rc;rtlincss was principally ;I rriatter of ~ I~CI -work - -o f  
?5 aircraft c-on1111a1ltlet-s <lcldoyctI witll 9th Sqrlatlrori. for cx ;~~~ ip Ie ,  811 
I)ut one 11;arI sel-rctl ;at least orlc pt-c\-io~rs tour i n  Sou~hcast .:\sia; foul- 
mcti llarI two p ~ ~ l - i o ~ ~ s  toiirs. 1Iission ac t i~ i t l -  soon exp;ulrlcrl t o  include 
i~ r~acks  ncar Kontum and it1 other regions of the ~lor thcrn llnlf of 
Sou111 Vic~naol. 

Constant Gnnrrl IV 1,e;r11 or1 13 Jlay \\-itll the tlcplor;.nient of two 
E:-I3OE stl~~arlrons to joir~ tile 57.ltl1 'i'actical Ail-lift I\?i'ig a t  Clii~ig 
Ch~iatl  Kili~g r\ir Iktse, -I';iirv;~l~. Early i n  t lit offensir-c, tllc 374 111 \\'ing 
had expsndecl its C-130 upcrating r l e m e ~ ~ t  in Snigon, and its four as- 
signer1 stl~~;rrlrons Ilarl sinre Hart-11 t o  the limit 01 surgc cal~abilitics. 'l'hc 
COIIS~;IH~ Gr~;lrtl force incl~~rled 32 GI3O's. (i-l crews, ant1 s u p p o r t i l ~ ~  
maintenanre c-ontingc~its. l>~-ilicipally from tllc 313th T;lcticnl Ail-lift 
Sr[u;rtlron :ti I.nngley AFR, Virginia, nnrl the Glsr Sqtiarlron at 1- i t~le  



Table If-1. Summary of USAF Tactical Air Deployments 
. . . . . . . . 

ADCroximotc 
dote Unit 

8 Feb . . . 523 TFS 
3 Apr .. 35 TFS 

11 Apr - .  521 TFS 
11 Apr 334 TFS 
11 Apr ..336 TFS 
11 Apr 39 TEWS 

1 May . 308 TFS 
1 May . . . 58 TFS 

1 3  May -. 49 TFW 

1 3  May . 36 TAS 
13 May . 61 TAS 

AIC nunbcr 
Lcca:ion 2nd tfpc 

.. . . .. . 

Clark A6, PI 18 F-4D 
Kunsan, Korea I8  F-4D 
(Constant Guard I)  
McConnell AFB. Kansas 12 F-105G 
Seymour Johnson AFB, NC 18 F-4E 
Seymour Johnson AFB, NC I 8  F-4E 
Shaw AFB, SC 8 EB-66 
(Constant Guard 11) 
Homestead AFB, FL 18 F 4 E  
Eglin AFB, FL 18 F-4E 
(Constant Guard Ill) 
Holloman AFB, NM 72 F- 4D 
(Constant Guard IV) 
Langley AFB, VA 18 GIN€ 
Little Rock AFB, AR 

. . 
18 G 1 3 0 E  

. . . . - . . - - . 

DeDloyrncnt 
base 
.. . 

Udorn 
Da Nang 
and Ubon 
Koraf 
U bon 
Udorn 
Korat 

Udorn 
Udorn 

Takhli 

CCK 
CCK 

An c l o q ~ i c ~ i t  r - cn~ l lnc r~~  011 thc  last auy t l e~~ ta t io i l s  of I ~ i s  ~ - o H H I ~ : ~ I I ( ~  1):- 

tlw T:\C 1111 i15 C-;I I I~C ~ I - ~ B I I I  (.<:1it:1-:11 T . I I ~ - ~ I I S  13. ( 1 1 ~ ~ .  st-.. < : O I ~ ~ I ~ I ; I I ~ L ~ C I -  of 
1%~-ific- : l i t -  l:orrc5: 

I t 1ii11k ~I-c)I):IIII?- 11  IC 11105~ <iy~ific: i t~t  I-ILIIIXC in  : ~ i ~ - l ) o i r ~ ~ -  ovf:r 
rllc last 2.5 ya l - s  . . . is this cottz/~lcfrr /b!sibilif? rind o t r l -  ri~/>~lt-i/x 
t r ~  ~-tz,l~ij~rtl (11 (I r ~ ~ o t / ~ c ~ ~ i ' . i  rioficc. I f  a~~yI>ocly 11x1 told IIIC 2.5 :<::I~S 

ny:o t11;lt you r-o111tI 1;3lic :I Lghtcr ~riri: out  o l  I Tolloln;~t~ -\ir Forrc 
l h e ,  Yt:\v IIrxic-o :IIICI 11(1r31> it oz~r.ir(r.q i 3 1  1rt.v t1111tz (I ;:-crk ~ J I O  
I t f ~ ~ i !  i6 /?~i t tg (f)?)tt)f~l,  I ' d  hil~t? !,aid ~ ' ~ - o ~ I ~ I - c  I I I I ~ ~ ! "  111i11k this 
cxcrc-i~e Ilai l-c;111)= ~11-01-ctl 11131 t l ~ c :  :\ir 1:ort-r I I : I ~  ~ [ I ~ \ ~ I I  witlt t11c 
t i111ri. 11 ~ I I O I \ - S  ilr flcxil>iIi t.y t o  g o  (lr#s:tll~f~~-f, it1 tit(, ijnfjl-Itl 1 1 * 1 f 1  (1f1 
the job (~.i.qigtlr(I. 11.5 siltlply :I k l ~ l t : ~ s ~ i c  o1~1-atio11. \\ 'I~CII yo11 ~ t !  

;I yu1111~ f i ~ l ~ ~ c r  pilot ~ t - l l r )  t - l i~ t~l ls  into 211 &'--I :ti  S~!:-IIIOII~-JOIIII\~)~I 
A F I <  it> hor111 C; i~ -o l i~ i ;~ ,  I1i1h :3 ta11kcr ;tl>vt~t t i  10 10 tin~c-5, 1it11tis 
11~1-c : ~ t  l-[ick111;111, 11011s o ~ t t ,  :3t1d is l-rady i t )  I)~T,SS 011 tlit  n tx t  
11io1-ning f 1111 of c11t11r 15i:tslti and priclc. l>oy, it rcnI1y 111;1Iicr J - O ~ I  

I\-;IIIL t o  lakc )-our 11i1 t olf :1t>(1 say-''\\-c'~-c 1-ciilly ~ [ I I  :III -111-  F-t>rt-t: 
ii-ltrr~ !-VIJ'I-C ~ o t  rtict~ like tltat 111:1ki1>g it KO... 

Augmentations From the Strategic Air Command 



f L  to PI General Cucius D. Clay, Jr.. Commander of Paci4rc Air Force: Major 
Geqeral D-WI:~ R. Sear i~ss.  Cornrnaqder af  7 : f 3  AF. Cot Scot! G. Srnrth. 
Commander 0' 432 TFW. Wdorn Thaq'and 

C Itnqr, in r t ~ r  I 'nifct! Sr;,rcc c;rmc i t 1  ir~rr,:l irirrrrnent*. I>itri~i: 

.ipril, thrrc n,rt*lrpE of fi-52P ; ~ i i r ?  R-j?G nirnrl f t  tluflforetl 141 Gr!,~~n, 
p n ~ i i ~ ~  R-:ill crr~n:rl~ It1 rTrc Pacific rn 1 ':R-53 ; I C  1'- I';IIJ;IIF ; t r r r F  P'r ;it 

lntlcr-en. Cortir tntntl: row in prnf~ortinn tn the force i n r r c : ~ i ~ i .  rntnl- 
Tiny I.q(+fl fnr ill? rno11tl1 of .tpril, 311 itmf ?ljn ayainkt tArSct< in ColltIl 

I'ictnnrn. 11-1 Lnrllc c :a<rr. !?-.i*I*5 TTeIC itiy t~rnnhinn m i q k i n n ~  cnrr \-it!- 
n;4m I C ~ F  tlinn ;? Irnul-s. aftcr rccrivin< rleplarmer~~ ~ I c t t  at  their ? j t r r l ~ -  

r i c k  llasrc. 

Table 11-2, Summary of '8-52 'Deplayment 
- -- -- - 

n3'c Number o' A rcval: Desleymenl base 
- -- 

5 Feh 7: _.  - - - -  8 &52D U-Tapao RThFB, Thailand 

7 Feb 72 - . - - - - 23 8-520 Andersen AFB, Guam 
4 Apr 72 - . 20 5-52D Andersen P.FB. Guam 
8 Apr 72 . _ _  .___ .-_-_ 6 B 5 2 0  Anderren AFB, Guam 
1 7  Apr 72 , . . . . . . -. .-- 28 E-52G Andersen R F 5 ,  Guam 
6 Mav 72 - .._- 4 5-52G Andersen AFB. Guam 
27 M a y  72 - - - -  . - . 7 B-526 Andersen AFB. Guam 
23 hnav 72 _ . . - -  - - - 59 8 -525  Andemen A W .  Guam 

NOTE. T'lsrc 8.52'9 came Irsm ' 5  b o r b e r  b~scy Ihrcluqhnul fkm lJqr 'e r?  $'a:??. Thpse ~ C P ~ O Y -  
rnf- .s *CJ? l s b e r ? r ~  of Pcl 'c? Chn: 1 I '  , I ,  I .  n r r l  '' 





Kany personnel a! Arldersen lived rn hastily erected tents, 

Tile S.\C Hcct of LC-l ::.i larlkers I n c d  il golr-inq 7cotkload. RcrIrlc~ 
: i \ s i ~ t i r ~ q  i n  t l i ~  mnvements of tat l ica l  ~ i r c r n l t  acroc5 r!lc Paciftc. rhc 
K C . 5  rr-trc incr~nrin~lv rlcciletf for rctltelin?; strike ;tiranIt nperntir~q in 
Coutlicart .\ria. 'l'lic T'.wific H-52 lorcc, Inr example liar1 Iwen r o n ~ o l i -  
tlarcrl st LT-T;tpncr i t1  IIW-close cnniryl~ no hit 311 tazqet.. wlahout in- 
I1Echt rcfuclins. T l ~ c  R~tr's rlnrt- fl? inq iron1 Guam tcql~itctl crlrrxtte 
Ir~rl, an(] a irjrrc of ranker5 took positioz~ at Katlcnn for t h i c  purpose. 
' I V i r l ~  r l i ~  Cntictiint G11ar4l x11~-nlcritntinn<, air t c f u c l i n ~  rcqltircn~ct~ts 
rcnr frntn a <tnl1iEi7ccl rornnlitnrcnt of 51; per dnu, to a peak of I.70 daily.  
T.\C accordin~lr pmi tinnerl .I 6 t;tnkcr\ 3 1 t'-Ti1 pao, nnri Ihcra~lre of 
limitctl 1,arkin~ nntl ntl~cr fnriIiric5 :~t 1'-Tapno) several orhcr l ~ a s ~ s .  

Ercntirrllly. ;I rn ta l  force ul 168 tankerr nnd 285 crews opcrated from 
r l ~ e  TI'X IIISCF listed I~elorv. 

fable 11-3. Sea Tanker Force 1972 

Bas* Aircraft tota!s ctewf 

U-Tapao --------  4 6  88 
Clark . -. ------------.. 28 37 
Don Muang .... .. . . . 13 23 
takhl i  _..----_-__.-. -------- 20 36 
Korat 7 72 
Kadena - -----------. - -  -. ----- -  54 89 

T l i e  ~ G E  b ~ t i I < F t ~ p  ol CJ.5. air potrner in Soutl~east ,lsia and tlle I\-cswn 
Pacific illr~rtratccl r r ~ l l  the meanin: oi "glol~al rerpnsc" ant] "stmtc+c 



Table 11-4. USAF Order of Battle-SVN and Thailand* 
Strike Aircraft. M May 72 

Bien Hoa 

20 A 3 7  

Korat 

34 F-4 

Udorn 
86 F--4 

2 A-1 31 F-105 
5 AC-119 U-Tapao 

NKP 54 B 52 
Da Nang 4 AC-119 
60 F-4 16 A-I Takhli 

5 A G 1 1 9  4 F-4 72 F-4 

Ubon 

--- . . . 

' 117 R 52 at Guam 



Chapter Ill: The Defense of Military Region I 

.-I11 :II~IC~-~C-:III Air k-oi-cc C::~pt:~iri Ktiiclccl his 01:-I 0 I % ~ ~ I I C O  ~ l l i - o l ~ g l ~  
t11c Ia!-cls of r>rr!r-c-;l.rr, c - o i l r c ~ ~ t r a t i ~ ~ g  o11 his i l id i t  ~ I I > I I . I ~ I I I C I H ~ ? ~  I N I ~  ;11~rt 
for tllose gIi1111~sc.~ of ~ c l - ~ - ; t i ~ l  111:lt rvorlld ~ C I - I I I ~ L  11-;1nsi~io11 to \-iw:ll 
refe~-c.~~c-c. 1 7 1 ~  pilnt's 1rlissio11 \\-;IS t o  localc s~u-r-irt~r?i ; t i 1  1<1%4i!i 
clcr-tr-o~lic ~,-;trfarc sflill, tlo~cllerl :I f c ~  hour-s c:~t-lictr ncar tllu 1)cnlili- 
t ;it-i feel Zone (l>AIL) di~-icIiilg tftc I I\-o I~ i t : t~ i ; t~~ i s .  S i l~cc  t 11c 5ti11-t of I ]I[: 

~ : t ~ l ~ l l l l l l l i s ~  : I I W T ~ S  rm tlic r l ~ - c  ? I I I I ~ J O I - ~  [>A>CS illlo\-c Q I I ~ H X  -1.1-i till-CC' 
tl;i!-s r;irIic~-, i\llic(l ; ~ i r ~ ~ l r ~ i  l lx i  > I I - C I I I I O I ~ S ~ ~  tt-ic(1 1u work 1 1 1 ~  i-e; io~~ I<> 

t~01111>3 t I hc y ~ t  II~CIC;II- C I I C I H ~  illr~ist. COHSIB IIL  lor\- c-eilit~x> nntl p r l o l -  

r i s i l , i l i~~ .  horvcrcr. 11;lel ~rl;~ske{l t hc Cull str-c1ig1 11 a ~ l t l  rrlc>rc11Ic111:i c)l' t hc  
N n r ~ l ~  \'ic.~n;ulic:w il~vadcrs. 

-.\lnlo,t dir-cc-I 11- o\-t:l- I fw 1k11 I [:I i U iwr .  a t  t h r  t-t!r~~t:t-  o f  tlic 1)SIZ. 
LI IC  01:-I 0 1)i-okc i111t~ ~ 1 1 ~  c-IC;II-. Sla?-i I I ~  111ltlcr t I I C  Ion- cl~)~it ls ,  t l ~ e  pilot 
" jinkcul" I~lir-I-ic:tll Inch iultl fol-111 r o :~vt)itl sm;~ll-nrms Lirc fro111 Ileloic. 
I-Ile !:o1111g ollircl- 1-adioccl crcitrdIp to a ~ l o t h c r  O\T-10 still ovcrhc~cl:  
"11: C ; d ,  ) - ~ I I  sllo111 tl scc the ~ ~ c o l ~ l c  rlo~\-n flclr-all oycr t I I C  pl;~rc- 
I'cnplrr, .l'nllEcs, '1'1-IIC-ks. I lie ~vllolc 11i11e ?-ilrtls--allcl ci-erj Ilocly is s l~onl-  
i t q . "  Cnptairl Kirli;u-rl XI. htcllisoll, l i s t c ~ l i t ~ g  ill t l ~ c  S C C O ~ C ~  01'-10 
ovcrhcrd. r c n ~ c ~ ~ i l ~ ~ r r f ,  "t llni.'s ~t-liell 11-e linen- t1i;lt I ~ i g  I hinh- wcrc 
cornin:." 

Scvcral Cartors nt-c-01111tccl for [he c;uly Ccnnmutlist ~ i c c c s s  ag;titlst 
t11r fire S I I ~ ~ O I - ~  l)itses :I\>oI-~ QII;III.~ -1-ri. ~ : I I I I IoII~II  A-lllic(l i ~ ~ ~ c l l i g e ~ ~ ( - s  
11;ttl rlctcc~etl Conl l l i~~i l i>t  ~~~-e l l : l r ;~ t i~ l l ? j ,  t he  I > ~ c ~ - ~ s c  tinling nlitl 11:ltrlrc 
of t lie l)lo\\-s c-a~nc :IS ;I ]):I t-liill s ~ ~ r p r i w .  '171he li11gcr ills 11or~Ilc;15t 111011- 
sour1 I~roi rg l~t  rci l i l~gs : I I~ I IE  111e DXI% I~c l t>~v  500 icet, making cl1ct:tivc 
close air  ~ I I ~ ) ~ o I - t  almosi iml~os.~il)lc csccpt for high-alt itut lc elcctro~lic. 
l~oi~il,irig I,!= 13-52's allrl t;ictic;iI :~irrralt. Colnrnuniht forr t !~  wcrc I > ~ L ] I  
I~II? sicall!- it 11t1 ~ ~ ~ ~ - t - l ~ o l o ~ i c ~ ~ l l ~  ~ \ - c l I - ~ ~ r c ~ ~ a ~ c c l  fur tlw p - a l ~ t l  SI r(~kc-- 



MILITARY REGION I 

SOUTH 

sibility for ~ h c  l'actical Air C:ontrol Sptcrnl in the region to tl~c 
VNAF, rvith only limited support irnrl advice from American advisors. 
l ' l ~  Air Liaison Officcr advisor to thc South Vietnamese 3rd Illfantry 
l)ivisioo, summed up tlic outcome during tIic initial operations: 

I was irnmetliatcly drawn into a situation where I became the BLO 
; ~ r ~ r l  air operations oficcr to 'everybody in the ~vorld.' Because of 
the seriousness of the situa~ion and the nectl for action. I processed 
air rcqucsts horn all units in cmrdinaiion wirll C>3, C;-3 Air, and 
other U.S. atlrrisors. . . . It was at this point that the 'I-ar-tical Air 

'Sptcm for d i r d n g  and managing tactical air operatio~~s to assum rcspnsi\=c 
and effccti~c air support. 





C ; ~ I I  t 1-01 S!-rlcr~i I>ct-;lnlc ;I I I  :\IIICI-~C;III C I~ ICT; I~  ion. . . . - 1 ' 1 1 ~  111111111ri- 
O F  i -ct j l~c-~tr  s ~ l l ~ l ~ l i ~ t c t l  11y tllc Srtl AKVS, rIi~rilig fhc first t I ay  \\-ah 

:a.,f I-OIIC)III it-:I]. . . . ( 1 1 1 ~  (11 t11c n lwt  d i f i t : ~ ~ l t  p~-olIlcnls a t  timcs \\-:is 
~ ( : t t i r ~ g  {-IV:II-~~II(-~: i ~ ~ i t i a l s ,  poli~i(.;ll :111[1 111 i l i t ;~ ry !~  l o  strikt: irnl~ic- 
(li:l[c 1:11-grt5. 

S o r  \\-ci-c 111c :\tll(:i-i<-;111\ ~\-c:lI ~ j r c p : ~ r ~ [ l  IO t~~i(lcr~;akr: I Iw vastly ex- 
l>:t~~clctl t i l t - I  it i11 :3 ir <-on11-<>1 r c s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s i l ~ i l i ~ ~ - ~  r I - I ~ c  (lr;isticilIIy ~ ~ - ~ ~ I c ~ l - c l ~ i ' ~ ~  
;\11lcrir:111 5ystc11l 1)rrat:nl. ill 197'1 war 110 lollgcr :I<-customctI to hnnrllir~: 
I I I ~ I  I t i  I ~ C I  t I I ~ C S O I I  I-ccs ~\-ei-c 511 i f~ct l  
~ I - I ) I I ~  I ,;I<>< t o  i~ l cc t  i11c i r i ~ - ; ~ s i o ~ ~ .  ' l ' I~c~-c  ~t-crc r:~picl {-1i:11iycs ill p~-ioi-itic, 
: ~ t i r l  ~ ~ i i : i s i o ~ ~ s .  -1'lic IIS.\1: T;~r~ic- ; t l  A i r  Chni rol S!-sstclil rcdctl ;I  hi^ 11ntlr:r 
I I I C  S I I ~ I C I C I I  I)~-CWIII-C- -1j1tt it lirltl, ~ - r x r t > ~ ~ l ~ e t l ,  ; I I I ( ~  ~ t - c ~ i t  0 1 1  10 l j~ i~l i \ l t  

AAA and SAM'S': 

111 l j rc l ) ;~r i~ig  ~ O I -  t11c in\-:~*iclrl. I I I C  Snt - I  11 Vicl tinmcw v;~stl)- t:?ip:~nelc.tl 
t 1lt:ir at11 i-ail-(-r:~ ff :1~1:3~1ilit ics ill I llc rrxio11. Allictl pilots rcpot-~cd 
I t t ; ~ ~  t he  ili~cli\it:- 01 fire Ilc:lr tllr. I I l IZ  \\-;IS cvlltal t o  tll;tt crirouriterctl 
(Iurirlg c;lrlicr I-:lids in  tllc I l a ~ i o i  ;I]-c;~. Kcsitlcs ~ I I C  '/~-IIIIII.. 37-nlln., 
;inti ~ T - I ~ I ~ I .  I\-C:I~MIHS 1 1 ~ ~ ~ 1  it) ~ I I C  11;1~t. tllc CC)II I I I I I~II~SIF i11trn(l~1cfl1 
S3-111111. ;IIICI 100-11in1. ~ I I I ~  i111u ;11it1 so11i11 OF I I I C  DhfZ. 111 tllc I \ - C C ~ S  

I>croi-c rllc i~lr: tsio~i,  .\llierl 1)ilots I-c:~li~crl tll;~ t tllc C;nmn~unirts w m  
;11so I>1-i1lgiri~ i n  siguiliranl n t ~ m h c r s  of surlacc-tr~11ir n~issilcs. I .t Colrl- 
11r1 G;il)t-icl :\. l i : ~ ~ - < l o t ~ ~ ,  t -o~n~i i :~~ tc l c r  o f  t l ~ c  kyS:\F Fi\C I I I I ~ L  at T ~ ; I S ; I I I ~ ,  
r l ; ~ l ~ o ~ - ~ t t c c ~  011 I lie 111is\iIc In~i l t l - l~p:  

-l'llc S;\-!! lllissile i r i i s  considcrcd ;I ~ I u r a ~  onIy ill 3-01-tli Vietl1;1111 
:t11(I II:IJ-IS o r  I.:ICIS 1111til I I I C  1 a ~ 1 ~ r  l 1 ~ r t  o r  J : I I I I~ ; I I -~  72. PI-C~I;I~-:I~UI-: 
l t r  tllc ,\in-il i~~v:l?iion t hc  1)XIZ mr;~ was i;l~rlrnctl \\.it11 1 1 1 i ~ t l r ~ 1 1 ~  
OF .\;\;\ 1)iec-c;i. :it-tiller:, a n d  S:\\1-? nlissilcs. 0 1 1  the 17t11 of 
I - - c ~ I ~ I I : I ~ ~ -  I  n:~ri-o~\-I!- c\-aclc(l :I S:\lf - 2 1~.11ilc lIyi11~ :tt I .?OO lrct i11 
111c 13\11. . [ - I ~ ; I L  (1;1!-. 81 S:\-?'s ~ i - r r c  fired ill tllc 1 j l l Z  :II-C;I a t ~ t l  
rlorvllctl I 111-cr: E--1 airtralt. 

~l~licr Nort tl I'ict l~:~nlr::ic fii-r:tl tlic: S:\-2 nlissilcs ill sillgI:~cs. :111tl solrle- 
tirlles in \-ollr?-~ of t1\-<1 o r  t1ir~'c. A Z;tw~-it? t a ~ : t i ~  i ~ g ; ~ i ~ i ~ t  1uw flyer\ IGIS 

t o  firc 3 Iligl1 rollcy fro111 orlc sitc jurt to attl-ktct : ~ t t c l l t i o ~ ~ ;  tllen ~\-liilt: 
t h r  pilot \\.;IS I>IIS:= tlorlgirlg tlicsc, a t ~ o t l ~ e r  3itc ~ x - o ~ ~ l d  llil l ~ i n l  From Ilc- 
I I ~ \ - .  ;\loll: ~ i - i ~ l ~  t11e :\:\A, tiw S:\M ~-11;1Ilc11gc I~-;IS cI1o1rnnus. I ~ L I I  
111cnt;111y ;IIMI pliyic-;11Iy. rqwc:i;~ll!= for t l ~ e  lc~~j--;a~~~l-sloiv iI>-in: ft>r\\-;lrcl 
: I ~ I -  C-(III~I-~)IICI-S. :\<-( o~- t I i~ ix  IU 011c O\-r-l 0 ])~IOI:  ;t ltlissint~ ill the DMZ 
;II-C;I ~ I I ~ ; I I I I  "Ftlur IIOIII-s r)F tloclgi~ig S.\Al's atld A:\A coilti~ir~or~sl!=, r\-ith 
I I U ~  11101-c ~ I I ~ I I I  h\-c r ~ i i i i ~ i t c ~  t 1 ~ 1  ~ I I  ~j-crt!n'~ s \ c i ~ i g i ~ i ~  to  awid  ~vlite-  

' C:ornrnst~d :and roiitl-01 nt-:~l;t~c:sl;c-s may Ilartr 11e:c-11 pa11 ~ 1 1  LIIP R\'S.XF'$ inabiIirr 
to use i ~ s  supr.rir~r ;lirprnrc~- i t )  sclrarira~w in LIIC 1955 invasion. 
' . % ~ ~ ~ i - x i r c r x f t  ;artilIrr!- X I I ~  surfarc-l<>-xir tnissilc?.. 



MR I NVA ANTIAIRCRAFT HIGH THREAT AREAS 



Lt Col Gabrier A. Kardong. 

Thailand were flvinz enrtwarcl jusr so t~ th  ot tlie D31Z. T h e  t r m  

electronic warlare craft rr-crc escorting a cell of R-51's. 1,ornhin~ near 
the D\lZ. Rat-21 cnrrieci a six-man crew ~vh ich  included a pilor. nnvi- 
gatcpr. and four e'tecrronit $4-;rrf;~rc nficers (E\\'O). Three S.1hl.s Icere 
launched at  Rat-21. One (II thc EH'O'r called a SAhl mir~ile warninq 
on the right side of the nircsait. 'E !rat meant tllat the S . U I  1r;lcI I)&-n 
fircd from inside S o ~ ~ t l l  L'ietnnm. T l ~ e  missile hit the plane directly in 
 lie EC3f compartment area, anil rhc bird went down. One "heept" 
came on rlie air.4 that from tltc n a ~ i p t o r ' s  survival radio. .Ipp;~rentlr 
he was the only one who bailed out. 

C a ~ ~ t a i n  Jirnn-lic D. K m p t o n .  pilotins an 01'-10 out of DaSang .iR, 
talked 2 0  Bat-?] 's narigator, Lt Colonel lccnI E, Hamhleton, as he 
rlescmrled in his chute. Tllc area wag completell; blankctrtl 1~ c l o ~ ~ d s  
so ~ e t t i n g  an exact p i t i o n  on the sunrivor waq difficult. Capt K m p  
ton de~cendecl under tile clouds antt located Hamllleton visuallv, h i 5  

chute still visihlc from khe air. 
Coincirlcntall?., an nirhornc search and rcscue ~nsk lorccTI tvas ope- 

rating nearby. I t  had been launchcd from BaNang to eracuafe some 

'IVh'hcn an ariaror bails out of his a i m f t .  his survival radio is anlmrrd.  I t  riartr 
sending out an, audible "beeping" signal on emerprtcv frcqumcice. 
'h trpicaI air rncue task force included one or trca HEl-3 "Supr Jollv G m n * *  

rncuc  hrliroptcr* and &R .4-1 E propdlrr drircn attack aircralt. 



Lt Col lceal E. Hambleton, navigator of Bat 21, and the object of en ertlerisive 
search and rescue effort, 

U.S. Army adrisors From Q t l a n ~  T r i  but that mis5ion had heen can- 
celled. Two "4-1's from thc rescue force, Sancl~ 07 and 08, heard the 
emergency call.; anrl headed nartl~ torr~arrf Hamhleton's position. .%miti 
intenqe ~ o u n t l  fire, t l ~ e  Skyraider pilots spent tlie next cot~ple of horrr? 
talkiny with Hamblcton on the radio and tying to keep the Sort11 
I'ictnnmme from capturin~ himi. The ;l-l'r were flying under low tluilds 
h a n q i n ~  over the  river valley, whir11 made the job ever tou~her.  

l \ 'orkin~ wit11 Harnblcton was an experience that none ot thc Sandy 
pilotr rr*nuIti ever lor~et. He callerl oll positions of fire, watched the 
ortlnanre impact, and "pve the crews corrections Imed on his obser- 
mtions. Harnhleron could sce and hear trmps within 100 meters of h i s  
position. During thee rrt~cjal hours, "he saved his own life hv main- 
t a i n i n ~  hir cool." 





Mixing Rescue and War 

T ~ I I - ( I I ~ ~ I O I ~ I  11ic 11ig111, F:\(ys fro111 ~>;IS:II~~ ;ttltl  S;tk11011 PI~;IIIO~II 
IS Ii P), ' l ~ l~ :~ i l :~ t~ t l .  I ~ ~ ; I ~ I I I  ;111ic~l C - O I I ~ ~ I I I I ~ I I S  1):1ti-c1l ox-cr 11;1t111~lcton.~ 

SIiot-tI1- I,cfol-c: d;11\-11 CHI ;\l)l-il 3, 111.0 lB;t\-t: \'flil 01'-1-10'4 fl-on1 s l ip -  
onr: (-rt:~t-ctI 1 q  (;:I pti1i11 Knc-ky 0. S I I I ~  t1i aild C a  I ) I ; I~II  U icliarcl 51. 
. I t(-I1 isol~-- - ~ ~ t ~ ( l c r t ~ - r ~ ~ ~ t .  I ) ~ - i c f i t ~ g  ;111(l prc-fligllt ~ ) ~ c ~ I ~ I - : I ~ ~ u I I s .  1c:lving 
1 kl' M> :I\ 1 0  ;il~l~i\~C <)\-Cr kit-? 1 LII. fil-Sl. llgllf. 

I I ; I I I I I ) IC~OII  11;1(l nic;in~\-I~ilc taka1 I - C ~ ~ I X C  ill a 1)ig :ltlrrlp of I,usl~rrs 5111.- 
I - < I I I ~ ~ ~ C H ~  I)?= ;I VCI-y ~ : I I - ~ c :  firld. ; ~ n t l  rc~x,rtccl tha t  t l ~ e r c  wcrc Nor th  
I! ~cr~~ ; ln ic .w  - I I - ~ I ~ J I ) ~  still all al r ,~~nt l .  Tl lc  fil-st task for tllr: orcrllcad 
F;\C's, t11c11, w-;~s 11) 13111. clown ;I 1-in: of ;irca-clc~linl ort lns~ice,  s r ~ r r o u l d -  
illg I l;tnil)l~:~o~i's ~ n l s i l  i c ~ r i .  Hrr-;~i~sc of t lie fmll ~ \ - m t  I I ~ I - ,  risu;11 nirstrikcs 
irel-e ilot ~mwif~ lc .  Sniirll :r lltl :I! t-iti~lsori rcl;~!=ctl thtr I.orn11 coolrli nar es 
o f  H I I I I ~ I ~ C ~ C ~ I I ' ~  iJrb%i~ion l>;~(-k I O  tlic '1':lsk 1:urc-c j\lpll;~ t a r g e ~ i ~ ~ g  center 

;it KliP Tor a li;~lpis. ' I  'h(:rc, ~ ~ c ~ o t i ~ i e l  cllcckcd rcrclit ~,Iiottqrnl,liy of 
I he  a]-c;t. t-01-rct-trtl 111c 1 ; t r ~ c ~  r o r t l i n a ~ c s  for mappin: crrors, ntlcl IMIL 

~oge:etlic~- tlic illlr11-111;1 t ion tlcccssnry fn1- I.nlan nirsu-ikcs." The strikc 
t l i t~ :~  I\-:I\ 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  1):1ssc(l 1>:1c-k 10 [lie k-:\Cs OII tllc S C ~ I I C .  1Yitl1i11 I I O ~ I ~ S .  

aPa\-c 5-ail 01- 10's WITC ~~111ipp~xI wit11 precision 1.0ra11 c;o II : I \ -~KJ~~[I I I  rq i~ipmr~~t ,  
a ligl~t inlt.~~siht;~ticlt~ I-irn-rr. a Ixcr tlcsigt~ator, ant1 a I-rjmp~itcr sytcm. '1-1%-o crca- 
mcll ~cci-c urtul-pilot a t ~ r l  wrapon systcms opmtu~-.  

' F A G  fl-o~n hlr-sng :\I%, .Suorll Yicu~larn had mll s ig~s  [:nrt.y and Rilk while lllc 
F:\C's frtnii S K I '  i t1  'l-liail:a~~d usrd tlic a l l  sigll Sail. 
' -I-his proctrlurc: 11atI tar!rt drr-talr~prd in  3 joirl~ F.4C-Task tFom! :\lp11;1 prtlgrdrn 

arltI ust-d rrrt!iisi\-a.1~ ill pr1-11-iml~ ~ C S C I I C  opci-~tio~~s i11 l9TI-1!?;2. 



Caplain Richard M. Alchison in front of his OV-IO FAC alreraft. 

Smith 2 n d  ;\tcliiwn wcrc clenrinq in flights ot fiqF~ter5. Tlic h ~ i ~ t e r c  
H T C C E  t l ~e i r  1,or;in hon~l, i~~q rrlnip~mcnt to place ~ l l c  ordn3nte clo~*.n 
nrol~ntl Harnl,leron's po~i t ion.  

Smith antl :\tclii.;on Isnrlcd ;at DnX;lnq instentl of their hame ~ t n t i o n  
in 7-hailanrl. Thev met wit11 I I I C  covey F4C.r alitl : \ m v  ar!risorr tllcrc 
ant! cxplainccl t lieir tnpal,iPitv. tscfrnrlqed taryet inlormat ion, ant1 
tstablirl~ctl a ranr of olleratio~? nnrtlt of the Cam 1x1 River. In thiq 
mferv zone aroalnd tlic qrrt-vivnr. tlie L7.S. .\ir Force ~coul(l rontrol all 
n i r  rtrikes ant1 artiilerl; fire. 

On thc reconiI dau of the operation, an 5.1-2 clninled Sail 33, ~ r * i t l i  

Rill Hender~on and .\lark Clark orn hnnrrl. Tlie ttr*a had just rclitvcd 
Smith and :ltclrirnn. 2nd were tutninq in earl of Cam 1-0 when "RcrI 
Crou.nW f'ccallcd a SXJI latrncli. Ti le  Corn~nuni~ls 113~1 ~ 5 c d  ;I Favorite 
tactic. hrinq r,+I~rn I rentlcrson anrl Clnrk were ti irectlv over 3 cloud 
la\et  nnrl ~rnaf~lc- to Fee t l w  S.\?II iu time to out-n~:tne~aves i t .  Henriny 
llie Red Crown ~\* :~rn iny ,  Her~(Icr<or~ started nn cvaricc turn. I ~ u t  the 
S.\XI came ~Iirorl~ l i  the cloud.; antl rauyht the 01'-10 r i r l ~ t  in ~ i i c  t a i l .  
;itchiron rare thi- account: 

Jrrst ns rhcy q~arted to turn. 131c1 cattelit i t  risl~t In [lie tail lmnrns. 
Hlcrr that 01'-30 to pieccs. Jurt a r u r n l ~ l i n ~  1~111 of fire. sailin? 
r?n-rr4n to rlie sirer. '1 Iro chrrtrs c:lme out OF [!re hrel)~Il--l~e3~tilu1. 
\ l ; ~ r k  Ianrlcrl w18rll of the rivcr, rout l~  :Inti en.;t o l  H n t n l ~ l c t o ~ ~ .  

.Red Crown. $..\\I u.anurlq for the O'l--ln-s rr.aq prnlidnl hc 3 I'S. S a w  EC-151 
which had Radar FIorning and \ \ * a r n i n ~  cquipmcnt on I~oartl. T l i e  warninq 1%-3% 
par<crl to the F.%C'5 ~hrotrqh a ronrtol zgcnrv mllcd R d  C~mlcn. 



Hcntlrl-wn 1;1tlrIctl rlurth in n llig CLcltI-~~-itl~i~~ 500 meters of 
Eat-2 1. I Ic~~t lcrs t~~i  tnltl nlc ahcr his lrlrrnsrr tIln~ ten or fiftcc~l 
people ramc out oI tllc 1%-nods ant1 cl~ascd him. PIC found a clu~np 
or I,anlI,ut~ ant1 jumped ill-thcv conldn't find Ililli. That  night 
n group rnlnc otll ant1 s~nrtcd ctlliing rlort--11 the harnbuo. 'I?irry user1 
it for camt,l~flagc. 'I-hey \\-orkctl right o\=cr Bill's shrltcr. ITe rloubled 
u JI r v i l l ~  nlachc~cs going orcr his Ilcad. T'llcy rlrt all oI his lx~rnl~oo 
t1or~-11-l1e was tl1e11 taliell rior~ll. 
Mark ~ O I I I ~ ~ I  A Ilarlwtl wire cncIoscrI ;~rc;~-figure-l it was a gootl 
place to hirle. Hc crnwletl ~indcr tllc wire. We ~vurkcd t l ~ e  wlioIe 
;trc.;i over 1%-ith Loran wc;il~o~i rIrlivcric+tl~cn tllc r-louris broke 
:IIIII we ~vorkccl tllc fightcrs I-imnlly. 

For the rest OI that (lay 31111 t l ~ c  next two < I I ) ; s ,  ihc FilC's nnri fid~tcl-s 
I\-orkcri tlie ;#I-ca occr. -l'l~crc wcrc plcnty ol targcts, since tlie i lnny  
;~tlrisnrs Iiarl sc1cr:trrI al~out 600 in ;~rItlition to t1ic Not-t11 Viett~amcse 
artillcry fire I~;~?ies. Kcport?; of tank  mmovi~ig clowrl froin the 1)AIZ pronl- 
isecl f~rrtl~er g-1 Ii~~nting. 

Or~e cpisode illustratrd the meiming of LattleheIrI i~ltr.rrlictio~~. A 
''Covey" &*.4C out oi naNa115 slmtictI a CO~IIIHII  of tanks mori~ig rlo\\.rl 
Highway OIIC (The Street IYithout Joy) torvaril Dong Ha Ci~y. He 
c-allcd a Pave Nail FAC to come ox7cr nnrl takc a look-t a goal 
posi~ion 011 them. 

It  --as or~e o l  nur preplanned 1;trgets. 111 fact rhe column w a s  
moving I,ctwcen two preplnnnctl targets, su ~ F C  went on secme voice 
a ~ ~ r l  sli~rtetl it I~sck tliro~igl~ 'l'ask Force Alpha tu 7th Air Force. 
In about 90 1ni11ules li "Bufs" [ E L S E ' S ]  came in and rippled that 
road. 'I'ileg got 35 lanks, and rvc found out later the command 
Imnker af tile N V A  division it1 that area. 

For 111e rest of  hat day and ttlc ncxt two days Se\yen~b Air Forcc 
workctl tlie wllolc area ovcr licavily- OL?jcctivcs were t~vofold-first, to 
stop thc invasion iorws, disrupt thcir mox7cment anrl cut tllcir supply 
lints, and second, to heat down the dcEenses around Hamblctun and 
Clark so that a pickup co111tl bc made. lifter several days of con~innnus 
air attack, the area looked relatively quiet. h F;\C said later, 

1%'~ had I~ombcd it, we hari destroyetl all tI1c troop camps, all the 
bridges, ant1 t l ~ c  I~catlq~~arters buildings, all thc firc lrases inside 
that area. There was no movcnlcnt. 

On 6 July, tIic first attempt was made to pick up the two sllrvirors. 
Jolly 6'2, IIie rescue helicopier, was cscortcrl by a iligllt of A--1E Sandys. 
entering from 111c soutIlcast. I1ic plan was to rtln in owr Clark's  mi- 
lion on a nortl~r~esterly licatling, cross the river a r ~ d  the road, pick I I ~  

Haml>leton, makc a lcft turn, pick up Clark almut onc kilometer 
away, and exit out  LO thc Soutll. 

JolIy 62 gut across tllc river safely, but as they started to go for Bat-21, 
they came l~nder firc Iron1 ;I village. Jolly 62 was really getting l~oscd 
down-they started lo turn right, heading right for the villase, when 
somebody in tile helicopter pressed down on the radio transmit button 



Example of the pick-up 01 a dawned aiman form the jungles ot SEA by an HH-53 
"Super Jolly Green Giant.'. Note crewman and Dararescueman at end of line 
(bottom right). 

!he F;\C ;lntt ~ l i c .  S;rntlv~ rr.crc crrcan~is-q " ~ r i r i ~  Icft. don't trtrn rieht. 
turn lctt." I l , l ~ t  JoIIy (I!! rnt l l t ln'~ henr I~craltw that mikc ln~tton n.25 

tIorvr1. J'iw riqllt rzirn p ~ ~ t  t1irr11 i n ~ o  more 11e;lvv n~itc l~ ine  ~ u n  firc, 
~ i c \ . i n ~  t l ~ r '  l iejirnl~tcr. -Tlw Sanc!t 1)ilors ~t-~tclrcrl  a 5  Jo l l y  G9lernpcrI 
hack nrro5r the rivcr. l ~ l i t  " n  ilarne ~ h n t  nut hc101v the nlnin rotor . . . . 
t h e  hcficnl~ter nnicrl lrp, rmllctl lcrt !105. 2nd  piccci started fnl!inc frnrn 
tlllc airci-nfr . . . . ~t l l i t  rttc ground on i t 5  left clc!e . . . . fire contintterl tn 

I~rtrn . . . . linr+llr t o n c ~ r n l i n ~  the rntirc nircrntt." C:Inrk had aIsn I w n  



r\-;itc.I~ing it-or11 his Iom1io11 s o u t l ~  of (he ricer, ;ulrI t~ntI st:cn :I Sort11 
Yict11:1mcse \ix11;11111at1 011 111r l-it-cr 11;tnk ~ % . i t l ~  ;I b ig  1-ct1 scarf. 1Vlle11- 
cvct- airt-r;~lr C:IIIIC iri ;IL low lex-cl, I IC rr-o~hd \\-are his scar[, antl  a l l  hell  
rroultl l~rcnk Irn~se. ' l 'h;~t  st-nrf nrti\.;~tccl CI-cry ~ I I I I  ill ~ I I C  ; I I - c~ .  

Fr)t- 11ir llcsr \crel-;ll tl;~!-s. rllc air  forces k e p  tlie la-crsurc o n  the  
1%-ltoIc ;u-c;~. -1'llr:rr. \%-cl-c 1dci1t)- of Largets as1 ridc tIic Sort11 Vietnm~iesc 
linr:s of r o n ~ n ~ ~ n i c a t i o l ~ s  nrltl plcniy nf ;~ctioll. 'l~litr rr:srue I~ad  I~ccornc 
; ~ I I  i l l i ~ ~ ( ~ i - f ; l ~ ~ t  su -~~gx le  \x-itl~il~ t11c I n r ~ c r  I):~trlc. ;IS ;\llicrI airlncrl curl- 
1iui1ct1 I ( I  sin\- IIH: "r-ii-c-lc of  l~a tc"  s rn l i i~r l  t l ~ c i r  ~ C I I .  a n d  p111ii~1i ~ I I C  
y l i i  1JO~iliOll?i ;11it1 t~-<)q)'i 111:lt fir-rtl o n  t11c loll?-j alitl S;~ntl>-s. -1'he two 
u~r\-ivors ( - I J I I ~ ~ I I I I C ~  t o  lii(lc ;III(I C Y ; I ~ C  I\-ltilc I - C I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I X  i n  c011~art I\-i11i 
I Iwir sn1;111 s ~ i ~ - v i ~ - : ~ l  i-;~(Iius. k1:1111I)lct 011 >;lid l n ~ c r  t11:1 t '--I-IIc 1-;1~1io x%-a?i 
tlie ~ncfit I\-nnrlcrCr11 111in: I 11;ltl. I III;I{~C it last 12 clays cart  u ~ l c  1,attcr)- 
. . . . t11r r;l~lir) I\-:IS TIIF Ijigxrst l~clp." 

1-lie ;lrc:l : I ~ I I I I < ~  1ki111111rt011 311tl C1:11-k w a s  still ~ ~ r c l t y  l ~ o t .  SUIIIC 
of I I ~ C  ; ~ i ~ - ~ r i e t l  rr;~tltctl l o  tt-\- ;111r,t11cr ~>ic-kulj, o t l~c r s  :inid i l t r t n o  risky. 
TIICI-c 1,-as 1;11k : ~ l ) o ~ i t  l ~ r  tt i t ~ g  i 11 a 11.5. ; \ F I ~ I ~  I i g l~  t 01ncrvat i011 IlcIi- 
roper 31 1iig11t. .Is 11ie FAC's t;llkctl lo the  :\r111?. ad\-irors nl. DnSali,q 
; ~ I ~ ~ I I L  tile ~ ~ ) ~ " i > i I i t i c s .  

111 ~calkctl  :I I S .  A1;lriric ColoucI. I ~ u i l t  like a firc II!-drant. I Irr 
sn itl. "! rlnrlcrst;~l~tl ~ I I  I1:ive ~ ) c o ~ ) l c  J-uu wanL tnlcr~l nut." Yrr sir. 
r \ - c  do. "'I\'cll, I h;~rr: ;I Crlll c:~rt-icr of gl~\ -s  11i;lt \\-oulcl lorc  lo r l o  
~ I ~ ; I I  .-' I\-(! s l~o~\-c( l  hi111 \%-l~erc I 11e)- I\-crc-llc took :I 11;11-i11e LT~>IIII<I 
te;iIn and IOIIIC AKVS rnnxcrs sncI rhc!= .r\--cn~. 1111 t h e  rivci-. 

:\ftcr KC-riving 1%-ot-cl 01 t l ~ c  rlcw pl;t11 Clal-k ant1 t i : ~ r r i l ~ l e t o ~ ~  st;li-trd 
l - c ~ k i n g  tllcit M - ; I ~  t101\-11 ~ - i ~ c r  tn nncet t l ~ c  Nar in ts .  Clark  is rloscst t o  
I 11c I-iwr. I Ic s\\-:III~ ;1ii(1 Ilonlt:tI rlo\%-ti I-il-ct- antl  met 111c ~C:IIII h s t .  
I I ; r~n l~ lc t r~n  Ii:arl 10 C ~ ~ H C  t l ~ r o ~ i ~ i ~  ;1 ~ n i l c  of minc hcltl-it look folri- 
Itrlul-\ t o  lrarl i  lht? I-irrar. :\ftcr rrstillg, Ile 1-1-055~11 the rirc-1-, foulit1 n log 
:~nt l  I > C ~ ; I I I  f lonl i l l~  tln~%-~istrc-an~. After thrrrl, 11c liicl it1 the  fdiagr  doll^ 
~ l ~ c  I>ank. 

I'nr tllrce n i ~ h w .  l-I;inlldc~arl n1;irIc his \va!- slo\\-ly tlo\rlll-ivct, 11is 
pt-ogt-css C O ~ I S ~ : I I I I ~ ~  l o l I~~~%.c t l  IJ!- i I I C  F:\C-s. 011 tltc ~ O I I ~ L I I  tl:~? lie sigl~tccl 

:I s:~nqxt 11; 11si11~ ;I p~-c-;~i-i-:~~lgctl si~11:tl llc c-allccl 0111 his 1-:1nk ; I ~ I < L  
I;~r-ui-itc c-olor. '1-lie Xi;~~-irics o n  I h c  hanipnn ;trk1io~clcrlgccl-t11r:y t m k  
I Inn i l~ lc to~ l  ;rl>oat-tl ant1 co~crctl Ilir11 \\-it11 Ie:~res. TIlc or rka l  \\-as ~lcal-ly 
(KCI-. --lftcr I!! ( I ; I ~ \ ,  1<:1t-?l W;IS 011 t l ~ :  I V A ~  linnic. 

The SA-7 Strela 

-1.l1c SX-7 sul-lacc-te;~ir ~ n i s i l c  111;ltlc ils first aplwarancrr in  Sour 11 
\ ' i r t l~ ; t~ t~  i ~ i  :liji-il. l ~ : ~ ~ ~ - ~ w i - t ; ~ l ~ l c ,  lirr(1 ft-0111 ~ I I C  s I i u ~ ~ l ~ I ~ r ,  ;111cl possm+ 
illg arl i ~ ~ C r ; ~ w t l - s c t ~ s i ~ ~ ~  Iionlirlg s!-slcm, 111e Sil-7 SlreIa I>cc;~mc a t  once 
;I s c l - io~~s  tllrcn t to ;ill ;lit-cn~ft, rq~cciall!~ t o  Ilclic-oprcri a u d  otIicr s low 
Ilyirig ;~irrrn Cr. I \ '~sI~: I -H ill t c l l i ~ c t l ~ ~  had k1101v11 3Im11t t l i i ~  Sox- i~ t  WC'R- 





Sgl Wifliarn 8. Patterson, one of three surv iv~rs  of the first A G 1 3 0  shot down 
In South Vietnam. 

cnnl in the rlarkncw. ; ~ ~ c l  of hi5 hnrrort-in: rlerccnt ~ n r l  lantlity-liir 
chute <ri l l  onlc 1i~tf-c0nt~ectetl. Three mcrl rurviwd.  ot the 1.5 al~oxrtl 
Spcctrc I I that night. The three were picket1 r l l )  Iroin the .I Sha LI \'alley 
tlie nest  mnrtrinr: In the t i r  Force  loll^ Green?, 

Don't Shoot at the FAC 

Tile Corntl~l~ni~ts  faur~tl rlint i t  ditIn't always pa). L O  fire a t  n F.\C 
aircmft. One \ o u t l ~ f ~ t l  0 1 ' - I O  ptlot, flvinq near tltc UIIZ in enrlv .\pril. 
fount1 IrimselI a tslget Ir,r .I S i \ I  artnck. ".lottiny tlre $ . \ \ I  I n ~ ~ n c l ~  rmi~it, 
61e r,tllerl for ai r  qrr ike\ 1311t none 1\+crc amilnble n t  nlint rimc. He 1 V . x  

near!: our of gar : ~ t ~ t l  cotilrln'~ I V R I ~  ;lr01111rl, 50 11e fleiv Imck tu S L P .  
lnndni. 2nd rtzldied ;1 roll nt rcco~lnai\~nnre film t;~ken tllnt morniriq. 
I-nc.?tinq tlir S.\\I site or] t ! ~ c  him, hc o4jtainetI ncctrrxtc conrclin>tcr 
nnrE t lw  I,orau hornlliny rSan from the T a ~ k  Fnrce . \ l  p l ~ n  cunlputel-. 
Rx IION- t l i e  zl-liole IITrZ arc3 lva5 C C I V C T ~ C ~  \ \ - i r l \  ~ l ~ r ~ ~ ~ E ~ - i d e : i l  for ;I 

Lornn strike. Our vounc,. staltr-art Itexr r;hlctl Scvcnrh .\ir Forre on tlic 
wrlirc linc n r ~ d  rnitI " ' l ' l ~ i q  is. 1-ail-nncl I've qnt a S.t \ l  3itc just \ot~th 

of riir I11IZ. do \ ou  I iarc a Loran ;tirrrnlt nv;tilnl,lc to f ~ i ~ ? "  T l i e  nlan 
:&a  Sev~ntli  . l i r  Force rairl " I  I~a \ .c  Grcarer I Z i ~ l i l t  Iianyinc owl- the 
Dn Y;!II: Ipnr.r;ic . . . . I ' l l  yivc h i ~ n  1~ tur~." our \ ouny  F.\C w'ent 
tlolr-n to one of L ~ E C  conttcrlier rcr~~ioler, 1,orrtlwttl ~ h c  raclio from tlte 
cIutv conrrollcr. switchc(l [rctlr~cncicr, c.alIe~l C r ~ n w r  fliylit. ynxe 11ini 



t he  I,c)rnll tnl-gct dn t;l, tllc I - I I I I - ~ H  lieadi~ig. :111(l rlcarctl fol- I [I{: 

5tl-ikc. G~-t:asr~- fliglit t Im11~1~t  IIC \\-:IS t :~lkit~g- 10 it11 : ~ i r l ) o r ~ ~ c  k':IC 01-ct- 
l l i l i h r \  Kqio11 1: IIC (1 I L [ I I . ~  k t ~ o ~ r  I I I ~ I I  his 1:AC: I\-;IS ;lrt 1131ly sip pit^^ 
t-{dfcc O I - C ~  :I [-i111 ti-o11c1- i - o ~ i s ~ l r  ~ I I  r I ~ l ~ ; ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ~ d .  SO [;I-C:IS~I- ilixli~ I,-CIIL 

in, I-clc;~sccI. ;11icI I-qn~t-ICCI 1~ t li -' 1 l ~ n - c  ~ c c o I ~ ~ ~ : I I - ? -  cxplosit~ns I I I I - O I I ~ ~ I  
tllrcc 1i1)crs <>I c-louds." 0 u 1 -  FI-ic~itl  go^ into a bi t  (11 ~ r - o ~ ~ l ) l c  01-cr r l n ~  
strikc-it scclrls tl~ct-c wnl; son][: clllcstio11 ;iIlo~~t \vI1ct11t~r t llc ~I-UC-C-  

tlllrcs Ilc I I ~  x\-et-c ?ill-ic-tly ; I C C O I - ~ ~ I I X  to "t11c 1100Ii." 

The Battle for Quang Tri 

L f e a ~ ~ ~ \ - l ~ i l ~ : ,  t l ~ c  11;ittlc for Mili t:11-1- 1tt:gio11 I <-otlt inliecl. K>- 2 :lpi-il 
t he  NV:\ llad ovc-crrllll a11 19 lirc S I I ~ I I O I - ~  I ~ s w s  : I I I ~  x\.ci-r ~-c;itl!- t o  t r lk -11  

o t i  Q11:tilg 1-ri. 111 tr11igc11~-c VII C I I C I ~ ~  p s i t i o ~ ~ s  slid ~ I I O \ - C I I I C I ~ I  s. pi-c- 
I-io11sly p r o ~ i d c t l  1,y thc So11 tIi \ - ? i e ~ ~ ~ n ~ n c s c  g r t~ t~nr l  f<~ -ccs  11(1r\= ill I-etrcal, 
\\-;IS Itfit. Suc-h i ~ i k ) ~ - ~ ~ i ; ~ t i i ) ~ l  w a s  HOIV an\-nilal~lc nlll?, 111rt111gli tile ;leriill 
o l~wr t -a t io~ i s  pi-ovitlcrl I]!: t IIC F:\CIn?i ll!-i~~g lrc1111 I> : I~ - : I I I~  ;111tl XK 1'. 
LIporl I-cqIfCst fr-orrr llilir;~~-!= ;ls.\ista~~ce Corr~~ii :~~lel  V ic~na ln  ( l I , - \ C l ~ ~ ~  
S c v r l ~ t l ~  Air fill-c-e iwutxl 01-(lci-5 t r )  ~jrovidc c - o ~ ~ t i n l i ( n ~ s  tl:i> light 11.5. 
F:\C: c - o ~ ~ r a g e  Tor tIlc 31x1 I ) i \ . i \ ion'h  r:ntii-e ;irc;l of r q ~ e r ; ~ t i o ~ ~ s .  T. ; I Ic~.  
~ I I I I - ~ I I ~  I IIC 11ci~l1t  o f  :trti\-it!: :IL Q I I : I I I~  -J-l-i City. L I W  r c q t ~ i t - c ~ ~ l r ~ ~ t  \\-as 

C X ~ C ~ I ~ I C ~ I  10 in[-l~itle ? - ~ - I I O I I ~ - ; I - ~ ; I ~  c-ul-crqc. 1 .o\\ o f  t l ~ :  fil-c \11111)0rt 
11:lses 31x0 111ca1it t h i  11.S. 11;ix-:11 51111fi1-c l ~ c r a m c  ~ 1 1 ~  1>r-i111:1i-y sot~rcc of 
:tllic(l ; i ~ - ~ i l l c i - ~  i r ~  111is ilrr;~. B ~ C - ; I I I S ~  u1 tliis. I!SlIC g1111fit-c o l~wrt - r rs  011 

2 April 1wga11 fl?-i~ig wi~11 Air FOI-rc F.IC-s I<> dii-ct-t : I I I ~  :~rl j~ist  t11c I I : ~ \ - : I ~  

firing- 
FAC; rcsponsil~ilit ics i n  Qunn:,. -1.1-i PI-ovincc x\-cre rli~it1cti in lo  1hrc.c 

c-A trgorirs. "Fist FXC-5," ilyillg I;-1.5. olwr;~tctl dcep illto ennn?, lcr- 
ritury. R;anging for-ward o l  tllc tl;itlle f'ro~li, 0- Z=I's ;111d OV-In's jlr* 

r id& clircctioll ~ O I -  [:low ; ~ i r  ilitcrclictior~. .\Ic;rn\\-Iiile, VS;\F PAC'> 
Ilyitlg <&l's covtrred tllc lrollt liilc of Int t lc  1)roviding rlow air  su l>fn~r t  
for illc AKVh-. Hnxrcrcr. l l a j o r  131-ookllnnk, 31-(I XlZVN I l i ~ i s i u n  
A1 .O. w ~ ~ > r ~ e r I  n I~rc;lktlor\=t~ in I his n r rm~ge~nen t :  

T l l e  VI\':%F for!\-;lrtl a i r  ro~itrolIcrs sitllel- f i~ilcd t o  so t o  tllcir 
assignrtl nrcas o r  tllcy w-olllrI not  nlakc contact ~i-it11 tIlc AKVX 
,poarld co111il1i11u1~1.s. Consctluently, thc U.S. FAC's liaeI to assurair: 
rornl~lcte ~ -es~~ons ih i l i  ty for ~isu:l l  re(-onnnissarlcc ;11lrl rlosc air  
5111)~rn"- 

l 'rol~aljl~= c -vn t r i l~ t i~ i~ lg  10 ~ I l i s  l j~-ulj lcl~i  IYJS I IIC fact tliat \-?K:\F 
[urn-;tt-(1 ail- cn~iirnllcrs clid not  enjoy h e  s ~ s t ~ ~ s  or ~-cput;ltion of ~ l l c i r  
1J.S. rou1l1t.rp;n-ls. CoIollel II;lrold 1%. Fis l~c r  luisle ~ h t r  fullo~\-irig ol~ser- 
vittions al,out VNAF FAC'b: 

'I'llc lack nf p i d c  a n d  prcsti5c . . . is ;I rnajor 11itidr;iilt:e to  nlission 
cffeectirellcxs. .l-hc lack of prltle secms 10 sten1 fi-ulli tllc f a c ~  111at 
rllost VNAF nfhrcrs somcho~v colisitler F:\C:'s \orncthing less ~hilri 



ric.ccss;~r-y. . . . F.\(:'b art! : ~ t  I hc! Imttonl o l  thtr 1liilit;try am1 social 
I ~ I ~ H I I  pole. . . . 'I'lle A l . 0 ' ~  that arc assiglctI to rlii-ect t l ~ c  F i K  
ol)cl-;~tionr ;lr  r!;~c:ll l l ir isiol~ iur: oltr:t~ sr:lcctccl Ixcausc of ;I ~ ~ r c r i r ~ ~ ~ s  
sl~or-t c o r ~ ~ i n g  : I ~ I  tl SCIII. to tile [fn~.r\.artl o p r r a ~ i ~ l g  1oc;ttionsJ as 
p ~ ~ n i s h r n c ~ i ~ .  

- 1 ' 1 1 ~  Air Folrc F:lC;'s ~t-ct-c I~ ix l~ ly  ~jrnfcssion;ll a~lr l  c;tscr to help 
11s folks oil tile grountl. Ihrrill? ollc rlirtrt:-rIay pcrioci 0x1 ;~ l~o l l i  20 
April 1~1iell the c11~11ly rr;ls pr~t t ing it1 ;11lo11t :100 rouncls of artil1e1-y 
~ I I I C I  iiitiiiig otl~cr- posi~in~ls  I \ . ~ I ~ I  oiircct fire ~ \ ~ r a l > o ~ i s  ;~iid ;~l~ti:~irc-ral-~ 
gu115. J 11;1tl ;~\-;~il:~l~lc t I i n ~ u g I ~  I he Fi\C:'s nearly llnlinlitcd clow 
air support. . . . SOIHC c ~ f  t I~c  ;tir srlpImrl was at ~ l i ~ l l t  urlclcr flaws 
nntl c s t ~ - c ~ l l c l ~  efkrtivr. Tile F;\(:'s st;i:-c'C'd 011 statiun ;11-011ncl the 
c-loc-k. 

-1'llr: SolltIi Victll;l~ricsc i n  niirI-;\pril Inu~icI~erl a >cries of liulitcd 
c - ~ ~ I I I I ~ I - - ~ ~ ~ ; I c - ~ s .  111 olie : ~ r t i n ~ ~  jnst I\-rst 01 Q I ~ ; I ~ I E  TI-i, Solit11 I'ictl~a- 
nlcsc llariiies alirl sit-111ei1 rarrictl ihc: I,;~ttlc t o  the eliemy. L1.S. hlarinc 
I-L Colonel C;. H. l'urlcp drrsrri1,crl tlic resulu: 

--is ;I rollntc~-:~ t t:lc:k It-as l ;~li~~cllc(l  tort-ai-11s FSli l'edl-u, :I flight r ~ l  
our YS:IF A-I air<-mlt c-;~r~lc on statinll. \\'itIiirl two I~ours  1% uf 
l ii 1 - 5 - i  t:111ks 11;ttI I,cc~i tlcstro!-ecl 11). nli tlcs, tank fire, a i r  strikcs 
i11i1I Vie~n;lnlcsr: M-I~I-itlc InL~rltry I\-enpons. 

-1'his ;~ction rv;~s exr-cp1ior1;11. In I I I O S ~  cases, S ~ l i t h  V ~ C ~ I I A I H C S ~ ~  actiol~?i 
r\-cl-e c-;ll~tiol~s ;~ntl 111-or11~c-ctl no si,p~ilicalit I-esults. Some Americans 
~hollgli t that, i 11 rielV o f  i 11e strong lactic31 air ~11pl101.~ arail;~l~Ic,  t l ~ c  
Sotjrl~ \-'ictll;~~ncse sl~o~tlcl mrry 111c Inttlr: to tile cncm!= arlcl rct;~ke Inst 
icrritol-y. 111ste;ltI. ;t 11111 5c1 ~lc t l  orcr  the b;t I ~ l e  ;~ren. -l'llc So l - t l~  Vietna- 
Irlesc tlscrI t l ~ e  tir~le to ~.epIncr! t l~c i r  I~r.ar\- losses frnnl tllc t;~clir;ll air 
;11id 13-32 SII-ikcr ant1 to ~ ~ - C ~ ; I I - C  Tor r~crt= ;~LtacZrs. 

Fi11;11ly, 011 27 ;\~>ril. tlie SOI-111 V ~ C I I I ~ ~ I ~ C S C :  i ~ l ~ t i r l t ~ ~ t l  m11lti-1)t-ongctl 
attacks ;tg;ti~lst the 13nt1g H:i-Q~lnng 'I'ri ;irca. T h e  s tlncks I~cg;l11 wit11 
f~cnry arti1Ic1-y n r ~ d  IIIO~-I ; I  i- lirr:; t : ~ ~ ~ k - s t ~ l ~ ~ ~ o t - ~ c t I  ill fantry ;it ~ar-ks fol- 
lorvaI. Onre a p i n  the cncni: 1%-iscly I-IIMC to s ~ r i k c  rvlicl~ tllc ~vttatllcr 
1l;lnqjcrecI ail- s111qm1-I. '1-lie :\llicol s i t~~ ; t t i o~ i  tle~erioratccl ri~pidly. I > O I I ~  
Ha fell VII the !!HI h ,  alitl S o ~ ~ t h  Vict~lnmcw forces fell back tu~vartI tllc 
Quarlg TI-i  Cilatlcl, c tltlt i~luirlg clelel~sirtt actiotls. ~vcatllcr i ~ ~ p r o ) ~ - c d ,  
air sr~pport akpiil i~ir~-c;~setl-lo as rn;llly ;is 200 close air srlpImrt sorties 
pel- d:~ y, t llc volulrlr: or elfol-I SI l - :~ir~i~lg the .-\llictl tactical air c-otltl-cd 
a?-stcnlh. Incrc;lsccl c-c~nll~nt ;~c. t ivi t~ a l~ t l  prior coorcli~~atiar~ causer1 11luc11 
interfcrc.nte I,ct~\-ce~l Soutll Victllal~tex artillcry ;tntl Iidltrr  a~tacl i  
~>attmil+i t I I I - O T C ~  cIiffic111t to restrain AKVY artillery Zl-o~n firing 
lor~g c r ~ o r ~ g l ~  lo ~m-mi t  t ;~rtir;~l ;ii~.rmft to niake tllcir strikes. 7'0 nlcct 
this difficulty. c-ontinuom F:\C covcr;tgc bccamc iulperntivr.. 

Early on tlic ~ ~ ~ o r n i n a  of 29 .:\pi-il Sort l l  Vie1 nntncsc lurr-cs I1cgi111 



Two damaged North Vietnamese T-54 tanks lie "dead ' near Dong Ha after a 
U.S. faclrcai air strike on May 7. 



their final advance on Quang Tri .  '1'11~ city was tIlreatened by the 
e t i~~ivalent  of four S o r ~ l l  Victnamcsc d i v i s i o ~ ~ s n l , o ~ ~ t  ,10,000 men, 
ontn~~mberi t ig  frientlly forres tllree to one. Two known cncmy rcgi- 
rncnls. wit11 a l l o ~ ~ t  30 tatlks. were sittlatetl 11nrtItwest oI  the city; two 
rcsirnen~s wit11 20 tanks were sn~~tIlwcst; ant1 orlc or t ~ = o  reKgi1nents 
wit11 an unknown ~ i r ~ n l l ~ c r  of ranks wcre to the southcast. Fror~tal al -  

tacks started at 031 5, and the situation soon I~ecarnr. critical, aIiJ1011g11 
hK\'N forccs, sulq~r)r~ccI 1,). VNAE' and U.S. t a c t i d  air, repeatedly 
repc-lled assnul~s and  inflicted I~eavy ras~~itIties on tile cncrn?: Major 
Janles R. Joy. I!SMC, VNMC: ;~rlvisor, clescril~ctl one ol tllese Ilattlcs: 

Ulrririg 111e r ~ i g l ~ t  of tlle 28tI1 ol April (at a l ~ u a t  0900 on (he 
29th) the enemy la~rnchctl ;I tank a11d infi111ll-y i t t t ~ck  on the n u r t l ~  
cncl of the britlge leadiag intu Q I I ~ I I X  T r i  City. T h e  attack urigi- 
n a t d  il-on1 the wcst ant1 cl11ickIy rollecI up the 2 t d  Kegimen~s. tlle 
clmlcnts that wcre tlcfcnding in thnl direction. T h e  18th Caralr! 
vel~icrles fought xVcll ant1 Ilelrl the cr~e~ny on the north side as they 
frlI back across tlic 1,ridp;e. 'l'hen i n  o i ~ e  of the most timeIy and 
r~lost r lcvastat i l~~ air sIlolvs ever ~~iltlessetl, Tacticitl Air, guider1 by 
;I Forwal-d Air Controller with flare lig111, ptir i11 air strike i ~ f ~ e i -  
air strike un the enemy on tile 11ort11 cntl of tllc l~rid~gc. T h e  att;~r-k 
was beatcri oil ar~rl  1-cs1iItcd in 3 ant of 5 tanks destroyed t o  the 
northwest of tlic bridge. 

By tllr. 30th 111i11gs looked bleak. ;IS snstained artillcry bnml>;ii-tlmer~ts 
and ground ;t~t;tc-ks rlrove all Irierlclly forc~x into the confines o f  y u a n g  
T r i  City. During the <lay, over 4,300 rounrIs of cncrny artilIcry alld 
rockct fire kll nn ~ I i c  r-i~y. 111 ]last)= ~ritl~rlrsrvals from iorw;trd areas, the 
SoutIi Victnamc-c atlantlonc<l intact ~nrlcll ar~illery, rar~ks, POI. dumps, 
and storcd amrn~~nilion. 1J.S. 1ac~ira1 i~il-craft itrlrl nax7ilI ~ I I I I S  rkstl-oyecl 
these supplies and  iuluipmcnt to deny their use t o  the rncrn:. 

C:orlsirIcring thc situation hopclcss, the :IRVN commanders a t  ilooli 
on 1 May issumI cvacuation ortlcrs. A rapid disintegration oI tllc Sol~tll  
Vietnamese conlm:~rld allrl c:o~~tl-ol stl-II~~III-c emncd, r-ornldir;~ting tllc 
exit of American arlrl Solttli Vietnamese personnel from the rvalIetl 
Quang Tri Citadel. Sel=entlt Air Force accorr1ingly untler~ook the 
cmcrgenq :).\=ac11ntio11 of the ~rapperl ilmerican arlvisors. Tlu-ee Ameri- 
c r ~ r ~  F a x ' s  rwrc assigned to work t l ~ e  Citadel situation, in addition to 
t l l m  covering the disorganiretl RVNAF units retreating to thc south 
towards Hue. At 1400 11onr.s. Scvcntli Air Forcc orc1crc.d the 3it11 .%CI-W 

space Kescue and  Rctrover). Squitdrorl, a t  DaKang, t o  k ~ i n  tllc Qua11g 
Tr i  resclle plan. 13y 1525, a rescue task forcc was orbiting over water 
east of Quang Tri. IVIlilc waiting, tthc Jolly Grecn crews I I W ~  the lime 
to rccheck all items-uns, armor adjlrstments, ant1 fuel and  powcr 
computations. Aboard Major J A C ~ W I I  R. SCOIL'S I~e l i cop t~ r  was an 
Army helicopter pilot who had heen into the Citadel many tirncs. Hc 
would serve as a guide far the lead Jolly Green. Scott's copilot, Capt. 
David E. hfullcrlix, Spent nlucll of the waiting time explaining the 
Jolly Creen's charactcristic~ t o  the Arm). lieutenant, who flew the 



sm;~lIcr Army Cnl)ra ant1 ITuey. An Arncrir-a11 ;idvisor inside 11ie C:irn- 
cIel cmrt l ina~cd lirc suppurr ancl rescue cfforts bolt1 his 11rni~io11. l l e  
tlcsrrilwtl tllc cvcnts: 

F:\C . . . ilis~ructccl to comnlcnr:e ait- slrppori a1 15.50 with thu 
]all? Greens clue in at 1535. T h e  power sfa~ion was I>lon:.tl a t  1.720 
lly the KVA and tllr: c:ontroI OF 1.actical aircraft was t~ir l~cr l  ovcl- 
to 1 DASC 1' by lancl linc. Army hdvisn~s prorcctled to I)IH-II 
rlassifierl matcl-ials ;111rl dcstro)= i11l ~ ( l l ~ i l m l ~ t l t  w i ~  h lligl1 cxplosix-ex. 
Fo11r s r~~~nc l s  Itat1 Ijccr~ forlnecI in cnse [he  cracuation Etilcd and a 
I~-c;~kout  llarl to Ilc m;~rIc. Tllc air  cowl- rommcnrccl at 1550 ar 
F-1's rIrli~crct1 cvcry type of orrl u a ~ ~ c c .  T-hc tactical sitl~atiotl t lit:- 
tn~ct l  normal sa(i: dist ;~l lc~s be ~~ ;~ i \ - e r l .  So, w\.c cnrild do ~iot l~i l lg  l ~ l t  
\vi~tcIl, 1%-itit, ~ I I I ~  [ I I ; I I I ~  GO11 for L ~ I C  1J.S. Air Force. 

Finall); 11ic FACs caIlcrl fur t l ~ c  rrscuc forces to comc in. -1'llcrr: WCI-e 
four Jolly GI-ecns ailcl six Si~r~rlys. Voices crnckcrl contirluoudy orel- tllr! 

.radio. S;111tly Scl=en, tile il-l k: lcatler, ramp on thc air, " l ' l r i  goirlg to 1,111 
a smoke rockct OH [he beach ~\=Ilc!re I wailt you to enter." XZajor Scott 
;~r-?ino~c'lerlged and s~;r~-rcrl in tolvnrrl 111~' Cit;ltlcl. Two  .-1's laid rlo~\-ti 
!? smoke scrtyns llctrvccn tllc crlcm); nnrl the lallding p;td in tllc Citadel. 

AI-~illcrg and  rockct sI~clls rwre cxl)Jot l i~l~ ill1 over Quang 'l'ri, ;lnrl 
x 5  S~c~t't 's aircraft rlrew near the LZ, r~ladiiric gull iirc t:o111d Ijc llrarcl, 
cr-CII ;~l)o'~'t' t l ~ c  rllgir~c's roar. 7-11e Sort11 Vir.tn;~nlesc Irere shoo~ing 
I~linclly. 11urve1-cr, s i ~ ~ c e  ;I Ilcary striokr: srrecn bla t lkc t~ l  three sidles of 

t11c T Z .  
"OK, we're tlnlt-11," sonlcbody said. "1.ct.s g e ~  tllosc pctq~le un!" 
"$5, .?ti, 37, that's it, tlrat's ii." cnllcrI Scrgcsr~t T.;~Pail~te xvho \\-as 

supervising tllc I t d i n g ,  '"Take 'er up!" Major Scott called the E'AC. 
"7'11is is JoIly Grecn .Sevr.i~ One-wc'rc on tllc r:.;~y O~IL." 

T h e  sccond Jolly GI-ccn picked up -13 p o p I e  illstcacl of I ltc expirtcil 
Sn. '1'11~ c l l o p ~ ~ e r  1 ~ 1 s  I~c;~v).--afLcr l i f t 4  Capt. Itone? S. C;rifhtIi 
crt>ssctl thc Citarlcl 1%-all dcscenrIing and trying tu niilk 111) tlw rotor 
sprd.  'l.Iic)-. skiinrnecl across the rirc ~~a t l d i e s  trying t o  get cno11g11 
sped t o  clinil,, ~igl i t  p;~st 311 enemy tank --luckily,, i t  was just a burnetl- 
ou t  shell. I I n l h n y  back tr, the kac l i  they got u p  to 3,500 feet and fol- 
the first lime GI-ifitll fig11rr.d thcy just might makc it. 

Tile thil-rl Jolly, pilu1cr1 11). C:apt. Jollil K. IVcimcr camc r~ut wit11 50 
11eol~le. They  ~lickcrl rip some light fire as thcy l i f~ct l  olf and  as tltc)= 
mor=ccl ou t  over the ~t.all, 1hc.y could see cncmy g o u ~ ~ d  tl-oops making 
their way tu\~-;~rd the 1:ultling zoilc. I t  alq~rnretl that all fricllrllies Ilnrl 
been liZtcd out. 13ut rhc.11, Jolly Green fmir pickcrl up ;I radio message 
from thc Citarlcl. "Hey," tIie voice said. "rvc'vc. gut some more p~vlplc 
du~ytl  Ilcre," Captain Donald A. Suttorl took Iiis HH-53 into the I.%. 
-. - 

I' llircct Air Suppnrt Ccntr-a subordi~~ate opcratiorl:11 curnpr>Iicllt 01 thc tactical 
air rontrol st>?;ulm d c s i ~ c d  for ronrrr~l and riircction oC CIOIC air support and 0th- 
tactical ai r  supporl opcmtions. '1'11~ D:\SC: normally wllw~rerl with fire support 
mordinntiul~ rlrnlen~s. 



-l'l~e\- 1%-;-aitccl- - -1ld~or1y sIiorVcc1 1111. hIay11e il was ;L trap. Sgt. IVillialll J. 
' l ' l ~ o ~ ~ i p r o ~ l  stuck his lic;~cl orll. tllc b;~ck t o  ha\-c :I look. :I Commui~ist  
\ol~lici- S I ~ I - I C ~ ~  w; l lki~~g :I sirc:ini nf AIL-17 firc tcnV;trd tlic I~cIiropter. 
? ~ l i r ~ r ~ ~ ) s n ~ ~  ji1111pc<1 t o  I~ i s  7.fi?1nnl. ~ n i n i p ~ r ~ - a  s l~orr  llrirst stolq)cd 
t 11e boltlicr i r i  Iiis ~riirks. Sgl. 1)nnicI C;. l l an io~ i .  firing the 1riinig1111 on 
111e oppnsite siole, silcncetl s r l i ~x r  fire. 

Ale;~rirvliilc. Sutton cui~fil-incri I>); rsrlio 111at 11lt:rc wcre no morc sur- 
I-irorr. nnrl hc mt~rcrl  . lolls . l:our ou t  of there. S u t t o t ~ ' ~  crcrs. ~ w r c  tile 
1;t:it --\iucric-a~is in Q r ~ a ~ i g  TI-i. TVi~lii t i  ~ i l i n l~ t r .~ ,  LIIC Citailcl was orcrruxl 
I,! tllc cnetny. 

The Defense of Hue 

Il'i~Ii the C:tII of Quang -I'ri, it ;tppc;~l-cd tI1;tl tlie Sort11 Vit!innmcsc 
wcrr: in a good positivll 10 move ;191inst H I I ~ .  T h e  road sout l~  of Qunng 
-Iq]-i 11-;1s littcrcri wi tIi rqu ip l~cr i r  and l ~ n , ~ i ~ g c  of the rlisorga~iizttl Sou t11 
I'ict~la~rlcsc. 1.t Co1 Ra)= E. SI~:ILIOII tlcsrrih~rl h e  SCCIIC from a FBC: 
:I i I-CI-a f t : 

It  \\-as all a p l ~ a l l i ~ ~ g  sight. From Firc 1k1sc Kalicy a t  the My 
Canll Kivcr to itic I I ~ I - ~ I I  along IIidlrvay One thew was j11st a 
comple~c littcr of 11.5. huil t armorcrl pcrsorl~lel cirriers, tariks, anti 
trllrlis. I n  thc rice GclrIs off tn tllc cast c ~ f  tIie lligllrvay )=ou coolJ 
see witel-c tllc t;uiks iuicl APC's i~rld run 0111 of 31s. Tllcy wcrc 
;~l~aritloncrI it1 twfi  311~1 tIirces. 

JIeanwIiilr, Vietn;ollesc o~scrrci-s inside Hue tkscribed ~ h c  scellrt in 
llle fot-lncr inllxrial capital as "an agony," wit11 tllc strccts fuI1 of snl- 
tfiels rr~ilning ;~i~lllcsslg i~bout. T o  salvage the siluation. President 
I'llico relicrerl tIic A-filital-y 1tegio11 I commantlcr nr~il  replaccd him 
11,ilh nllc nf Sau t l~  Vielnam's A I I I L - ~  gc~icrals, a I-ctcr~n c ~ n i n ~ a ~ ~ ~ l m  
(luring the 1968 rIcfe~ise of 1111e. 

-1hc. ~ l c w  I Col-ps commander, 1.t Gcneral Ngo Qnang rl-ruong, 
oqarlizcd a line of rcsistanrc along thc hTy C l ~ a t l l ~  River. T r ~ l o n g  askcd 
for and rcccivetl Arnrrican conwilt to shift tlie I D:\.SC Il-om DaNang 
ro Hue, installi~ig it arlj ;~rci~t to t11c rclmsitionctl 1 Corps F-Tci~cLqriuartcrs 
am1 a ncw Firc Support C;wrtlina~iol~ Ccnter dcsigned ro cmnlinatc 
artillcry. air, and r1nr:11 filrpo~t-er. 

T h e  return of ~ o m I  flying ~ c x t l i c r  i n  tlic first I\-tck oI May a t  lasl 
~ ~ r r n i ~ t c i l  full i1pp1ic;ttion of tllc -4lliecl air  forces. An early task rv;~s ~ I I C  
tlcstr~~ction (h ctlliil~nir.nt aballdotlctl by rhe Sniitll Victiianlese, e s p -  
rially ~ h c  artillery and an ln iun i t io~~ left a t  Fire Haw Nailcy, just 11orth 
of tllc CllanI~. XIc;~nwliilc. i n  a11 apparcnt l~ id  for fast victory, ttlc 
Sor th  Vietnamese were now nioving forces I,!. daylight and in dcar 
wi.ratlier. Lsrgc convoys of 100 or  more trucks. tanks, a n d  artillery, 
draw ~ l o ~ t - ~ l  the roa<Iways and across thc k a c l ~ e s ,  totally exposerl to air 
interdiction. Gener;~l Truonx  establisher1 prioriries for the classic air 



Lt Cop Ray E Stratton poses before one of the OV-lOs tram his detachment. 

cnmpaign no\<. hcqinniny, ( 1 )  130-mm. ar t i l lep;  (23 tanks; (51 
rrnnller artilIey: anti ( 1 )  trucks. Only Sourh I'iernarnese grorrnd u n i ~  
11ntler attack could r l inn~e t h i s  priority. The Lr.S. 7th Air Forcc Com- 
mander. General I'o~t, said. 

In tftc most intensive in-rol~ntn, interdiction campaim of tlre 
x%-ar, 7 ;IF organizerl ;~ncl employed its air resources ro choke off the 
cnemy'~ resupplr cfiort. i l t  tElc same time. F.-tC's atlrl runships 
rvaqrd a *arch and rlestroy operation acninst the S\';%'s 1 1 t . a ~ ~  
nrr~ller)-. T.\C.-IIR. d m e  air szlpport, ant1 R-52 sts~kes continuaflv 
frustrate! t11c enemy's wound attacks h): inflictin? 11ea1-y caslialtirr 
on troop roncen~rn t ions. 



The Amtrican fighter-homkrs also madc a conccrtcd effort to bring 
clown all bridges between tlle IIhlZ and the Xiy Chanh. After t l l r~e  
days. 45 bridges were madc unusuablc. BIowi~lg the hridgcs didn't slop 
thc Soviet-made tanks, wI1icll could swim. But it madc t l ~ e  going a 101 
tougher for all vehiclcs: taiiks, trucks, self-propelled guns, and towed 
artillery. 

Thc h-orth Vietnamex 130-mm. guns prcscnred spccial problcrns. 
-1Sie weapon had already proven b o ~ h  lethal and friglitcning to the 
toot soldier~xtrcrnely accurate, capable of firing stvcn rounds-per- 
minute, and with a range of 17 miles. It was towed by n tracked vehicle, 
capable of traversi~lz almost ail): terrain, including jungle mouiltain 
trails. An intensive air campaign against these guns began on 7 Ma)=. 
nestruction 01 tllc guns, onm located, was iiot a major prol~lcin, hut 
rle~ection prover1 rlifftcult. Even whcn tlle general location of &e gun 
sites was known, Communist ~~monflagc tecllniques made s ~ c i f i c  ltxa- 
tion difficult. FAT, and - G I 3 0  crclt-s flew over areas of suspcctcd ,guil 
locations a l n ~ o s ~  con~inually, in hopes of sighting rn~~zzle  flashes. Dctw- 
tion was especially difficult in daytime, and from thc altitudes madc 
nec lwry  by the threat of Sit-7 rnissiler. Ncvcrtheless, t l ~ e  Iwescnce of 



aircralt o\:erheatl, cs~xcially the .+GlSO's, c;.auscrl tllc 130-mm. gun 
crcrvs to limit tIlcir fire for fcar of tletcction and destruction from the 
sir. 

Tanks rvcre n different stoq-ne of the most successful applications 
of airlmrver in this hattle was against armor, especially in the area 
~lortli of IIue ivhere open tcrrain ;~ffodcd little concealment. From 
I April through 15 Aug11st 1972. American antl Vietnamese airpower 
tlestroycd 285 North 1'ielnarne.e tanks in Military Regiorl I. 'l'hrough- 
out all of Vietnam (luring -4priI and Mag, over 70 percent of the tanks 
tleslroycd and tlamagcd were victinis of iactiraI aircraft a i d  gunship. 

Espxiaily sl~itcvi for sto11pi11~ tanks welr the new Iaser guided bombs 
(ICB), carried by tllc F 4 s  from rlie 8th Tactical Fighter Wing at 
Ullon. Tlie mcapn co~lsisted 01 a 2,000 or 3,OIK)-pound general purpose 
homb. e q u i p ~ c l  wit11 a lascr guitlance package and a small set of wings. 
An air l~orl~e ol>scrvc~-, fnl- example in a Paw Nail 0%'-10, directed 
cner,q OII the dr-sipat.ctl targct using a lawr gun. 'J'hc LGR sensor 
tIicn lucked on rhc rcfkcted laser energy and glided itsell onto thc 
tarset. Tlie LGB's pi-ovetl phenomenally accurate. A rustic FAC, Lt 
Chlo~leI Ray Stmtton, dcsct-iberI n tank kiIl using tl~csc "smart bombs:" 

I follnrl two tanks j us1 ~ l ~ r t l l  of Ihe >kirirles p i t i o n  nrl the M y  
C:hanll River. I i  was at twilidit. T'hcrc was a PT-76 and a T-34. 
-1.11~ PT-7(i was trl-ing to pull tllc T-5.1 out  oE ;I dry strcarn I d .  
They \$ere just al~orlt a milc to LIIC cast of Route 1 and a b u t  a 
miIe and ;L IlalI 1101-tli of tllc town or &I): Chanli. I call& for ord- 
nance snrl thcrc rvas none available. I rr-aited and finally Schlitz 
and Knccoon, two FA'S out of Ullon, showed up. They wcre 
cquiplxd with a laser-guidnl bomb system known as Paw-way 
One. Raccoon was tiit "ill~~minator," that is, he carried the laser 
gun us~d to rlirert L I I ~  lascr cnerg); onto tIie targct. Sr-lllitx c;~rried 
the laser-guided I>ombs. 

They chcckcrl in wit11 two or thrcr: minutes of "playtime" left- 
ihat is, they were running short on fuel. I bricfcrl them on the 
way in to s;tve timc. I put the smoke down marking ~Ile  tar^-t. 
By this timc, tllc ilI~rminator, R;~ccoon was in orbit, he asked me 
W J I ~ C I I  tank rw rvanled to hit first. I su~gcsterl the nnt illat was no1 
stuck. \Yitl~i~t aI>ont 30 S C C O J ~ ~ I S  he said "I've startcd tIw music" 
meaning the I;lser bcanl w a s  on tIie target. Sclilitr was alrearlg in 
positiu~~ for the drop - t l ~ e  1.C:E hit right on that P'1'-TG, Illel+- the 
turrct otf ;~nd flip~ml r l~c  tank ovcr. 'l'lie blast co~ercd t l ~ c  scconrl 
t;lilk wit11 I ~ I I C ~ ,  so 1 p r ~ t  ;tliotI~er smoke rocket down, Kacmon 
"started tlle music" agaiil. Sclllitr meat~rvliilr. harl pulle<l right 
1)ack up on the ~ ~ o r c h  for allutller 1-un. T h e  wholc operation was 
ovcr in three rninn~cs. '1'1-o Loml>s--two tanks destroyerl. I loggcd 
tllcnl in ; t i  6:18 antl off at G:21-that mnst be c k w  tu a remrd nl 
some kinci. 

Altllol~gh the ncw lase--guided bombs were thc most efficient air- 
rkliveretl munition ag:iinst tanks, most tanks were destroyed 11). 500- 
p r ~ i l t l  gel~crnl pllrposc fwrnbs. .\-Ian). wcre rcleascd [I-0111 Vh'..tF A-1's 





ancl A-35'*not as accurate as thc F4's with LGB's and far more vul- 
nerable to ground fire, but neverclielms etlecti\~e. 

A proven asset in facing the North Vietnamese armor was tlle South 
Vietnamese h i k 4 8  tank. \%%en p r o p l y  employed it had consistently 
out,gunned tlic T-54's and l'T-i6's. Many Mk-lg's, however, had been 
lost to C:ornmunist rocket-propelled grcr~adcs and wire-gt~idd missiles. 
and others 11ad been abandoned for lack of fueI during the flight from 
Quang 'l'ri. On 3 May, &1:\CV q u e s t e d  the emergency airlift of six 
AIL48  tanks, weighing 49 tons each, Irom 'l'okota -4ir Base, Japan, to 
DaK'ang. 

h#.4Cms G 5 A  "C;alaxy" I~arl Ixcn tks iped fur this veq  task-moving 
out-sized cargo for tIic ground forces. Major Garry S. Baker, a C-3 pilot, 
described the special offload procedure designed to reduce offloatling 
time anrl limit exposure oE the G 5 ' s  to rocket firc. Tank drivers were 
carricd or1 thc G5.  Prior to landiil~, tlle tank driver was bricied hy rhc 
C-5 loarlmaster. After touchdo~vn and during taxi, all the tic-down 
chains exrept for one wcrc remover1 from t l ~ c  tanks. After the aircraft 
was parkcd, tllc t;rnk drivers would start tlleir engines 1~11ilc tlle load- 
masters opened the massive cargo rloors and brought the aircraft to thc 
off-load attitnrIc. The tank was rl~cn driven ~IOIVI~ tlic cargo ran111 snrl 
on its way to tlle battle area. The  off-loading sequelice took approsi- 
mately seven mimites, and enabled ihc C-5 to attain ground times of 
SO minutes or less. T1cax-y amlor was t1111s airlifted directly into a conl- 
hat zone--an aviation first for tlle Air Force. 

During M ; I ~  and Jrlne. both sides contenrled for t11c initiative. Gen- 
eral Trl~ong's forces were reir~fnrced by the thrcc brigades of tllc 
\~ietiiamestl airhorne division, succcssivcly airliIterI nor111 Irom Saigon 
hy USAF C-130's and VNAF rransprts. On 19 ;\fay, Truong's Marines 
made a li~nitcd assault north oE tlle h-iy Chanll, supported by tactical 
air, naval gunfire, and  llelicoptcr gunship. On the Ilith, South Vietna- 
mese inbntry struck southi~vest of Hue. 1E-52's and figl~tcr-boml~rs hit 
ahead of thc assault; FAG'S dirccretI artillmy and fighters during ~ h c  
helihrne lanrling. A larger h-ial-ine assault north of the M y  C l ~ a n l ~  on 
2.1 May sought to disrupt encmy lines of communication. Marine hcli- 
copters, cscorted by l~elicopter gunship, pruvidcd troop lift, while 
B-52's and tactir;~l aircraft ~xrfclrmerl landing zonc preparation and 
dose air suplmrl. 'l'actical aircraft flm 77 sorties in support of this 
successiul operation. One of the supporting B-52 slrikcs WLS credited 
wilJ1 killing 300 enems soldiers. 

Thc North Vietnamese deliverctl their final main blows in late May. 
An armored tI1r11st on the 20th gar-c the Cllai~ll R i l ~ r  line its first 
real test. The  Communists succccderl initially in r~ossing tht river, hut 
were forced back after scver;tl rlays. Tactical air destroyed 18 tanks anrl 
killed 300 enemy troops. '1 second rrlajor assault commenced on 25 
&lay. Communist infantry, using "hnrnan wave" tactics, sopportd by 
mortars and artillery, crosred the My Chad1 along the entire northmn 
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A crew member guides a U.S. made tank down the ramp of a M A  Galaxy at 
DaHang Air Base, South Vietnam. 



frolit. Allhoudl ou~nnmhcrcd and cngaged in hand-to-hand combat, 
the South Viet~~a~nese forces I~cld, and wit11 air support forced the 
Nwrll Vietnamese I,ack atross ~ h c  river by 29 May. 

TIIC stabilization of t l ~ e  sitttatiun 011 thc grotmd made for cffectivc 
airstrikcs. guns ant1 troop positions could be readiIy fixed in 
locatioll for poundins from the air. Piortll Vietnamese build-up and 
rcsupply effor~s usually hrou~l l t  f a s ~  rcaclion from IG52s ant1 tactical 
air. 011e danrage asscssmei~t sweep, following a I!&52 strike on 9 June. 
revealed 60 hoilics. 11 crew-served weapons, 2,000 pounds of T K T ,  715 
1.011rtr1s 01 mortar amnilrni~ion, -102 13-10 ruckea, 10,000 rounds of anti- 
aircraft arnn~~lnition, ancl 20,000 ronnds oE A K 4 7  ammunition. On 
98 June, Trumg's troops crwerl lllc My CltanI~ and headed north. The 
defenses of Hue had held and the I~attle to rctake Quang 'I'ri had 
hegun. The  cll~cslion 1%-as 110 longcr rVhctI~er the criCm)r col~ltl bc 
stoppccl, hut how effectir-cly codd the South Vietnamese e jec~ tile 
enemy froni Mili~arg Region I. 

The application 01 airpowe~- ill Military Region I had bccn massive. 
Allied ta~ticaI fighters flew wine 18,000 sorties in thc region during 
April, May, and June. CSAF crews flew 15 percent of these missions, 
the U.S. Navy and Marina 90 pcrcent, and the South Victname.~ 
(V;'hAF) 25 lm-ce~lt. .~cI~1itionaIly. the American IC52's flew sonic 2,700 
sorties, dropping a b u t  57,000 tons. USAF losses in the rcgion wcre 
modcst, Itowever regrettable--20 aircraft and 31 cravmemkrs; U.S. 
Navy lost two aircraft,  tic U.S Marines one, and the South Vietnamese 
tcn. The i i l l td  airmcn surmounted major problems in three areas, 
overcoming extremely bad ~vcatller, unprecedented e n c q  anti-aircraft 
and  missilc fire, and internal growing pains associated wit11 the multi- 
fold expansion of effort. Tlie air wcapn initially dowed the momen- 
tum of the Cornn~rlnist assaults, battered cnemy forces and communi- 
cations during the period of recover); and spearl~eadcd the Allied 
counter-oKemive. 



Chapter IV: The Battle for Military Region I1 

-1.11~ ru:gctl, fol-r:s~c:tl lligl~lantls or tlle tri-borrlet-that region oI  
Sr>u tli Trictll;t1r~ Ilc;lr t lic j uric-t I I ~ C  1 ~ i l J 1  I .BOS ant1 CnrnIludi;~-was Ioug 
: I  C ; ~ ~ i ~ i l i ; ~ l -  I ~ I  t lcgr0111111. Allied forces hclil tllc major to~vns-Pleiku, 
KCJIII I I I I ~ ,  :ill([ I);~li 7 ' (~- ;111<1 g;~:al.riso~~cd :I series of outlying camps antl 
firc supp)rt I~sscs, Inany ol tlicn~ 1-cstil)ldieri cxclr~sirel~ 1)). air. Corn- 
1111111ist Corrrrs 111<>vcd : I I ~ I I L  the ~ r g i ( > ~ i ,  ~ w r i ~ I i c ~ 1 1 1 ~  l~ringilig in fresh 
iorrcs Lo concrntratc against a particu1;tr ol~jective. The : i l l i~=  tried to 
d e ~ c c ~  s11cl1 I~uilrIul~s I>); palm1 ancl recor~r~aissance actions. using air 
anrl  ;IT! iIlcry fil-cpoli-er for I I IC 1%-m'k oF tlcstruction. Major battles 
<~ct:;~sio~lnlly-sout~~li of PIciku in I ; t~t :  1965 (when tlic Americans filst 
ktccd t l ~ c  XortIi Vie~~ii~mcse), near Dak 'I'o in late 1'367, antl tluring 
~ l l e  Tct Offetisivc. '1'11~ r1eparlure of the Amcrir-an 4th Infantry nivi- 
sin11 ill t l ~ c  early s1ngr:r.s or Victnnnliratiorl left llle defense of the re-' mion 
prilicij~~IIy \ \ - i ~ l ~  tllc So~ltIi Vict~~;i~r~csc 11 Corps headquartered at 
P1eik11. 

111 tl~eir I!):!! il~v;r sion nf 111e Ccntral IIigl~l;intls, the C:ommnnists 
\-ell t beyond past recllniqucs. Combat units still in tiltrated around and 
Ilelii~~tl AlIicd ~wlsitinns. l>nl in orrler to pres the offcnsivc IVC~C. Icss 
csrefuI to rorlmsl activities from air observation. Attacks by fire on 
.-\IIicrl lmts wrrc more widcspl-earl arlrl llcavicr than any of the pasl. 
For t11rr firsl time i t1 tiit region, ~ I I C  Communists ill 1972 employed IS* 
mm. ar~ilIcry. \\'llcre fcnsible, tanks or armored vehicles spearhcadcd 
infantry .~~s;~rllts. Finally, tIle overall dimension oE the effort appeared 
grc;ltcr th;u~ ill ;my  pas^ campaign, willl coordinated offensive action 
tlevdol>irlg  l lo rig 1v11;lt grarlually e~ncl-gcd ;IS a definite line oi adva~lce. 

llust of ~hrr invaclin~ Iorccs alitl tIlcir logistics support apparently 
canlc Iron1 the tri-boi-tlcr junc~ion, tlicil- efforts focusing soutIlward 
 l lo rig Higlrt,-;~); 1.1 tor~varcl Pleihl. Thrce c h y i  after the initial shcllinp 
rlF 50 Jl;i~-cl~, c-I;~shcr I~atl occ~ll-rctcl s t  eidlt oI the ien : i l l id fire support 
1 x 1 ~ s  ill tIic regio~~. ,\ltacks rtpjlearetl heaviest against positions on 
"l-ockc~ I-idge," ~ t - c ~ t  01 a11rt cnrnmanding I I i ~ l ~ w a y  1-1 bct~veen l)ak 'To 
allcl K011tlil11. Pilots rcportctl Iicavy anti-aricraIt fire north of nak 1'0, 
;111rl rill Y April tlic C V I I I I I ~ I I I I ~ S I ~  closcd down the main Xlak T o  airfidtl. 
'l'he early oljjcctive scont3l to bc Dsk To, but as pressures elnergetl 



f tu-thcr suutl~ agiiinst Kunt uin ;u~d I'lciku, the larger cnenly pka~l I)e- 
carnc dear. 

'I'llc Son111 Victnaniew 2utl ;\irhorne Brigade, \%-it 11 lllrcc bst ~alions, 
was alrmdy corllnlit~erl in rur-kct ridge, rcinfolring the assigncd lorres 
of 11 C:orl,s. -1'11~ 1111it I~atl  I>CI~II sl1iCtc11 into the Iligl~Isrl<ls on -1-5 



An A-1 attacking Yiet Cong positions in a heav~!y forested area o: South Vienam. 

lfitrrl~ b y  the 1'ShF C-123 force. On 3 1 3lnrch. t T S . l F  ZISXF 
rratwprrr institutetl a Ire41 air l i f t .  lraulinq further airl>orne troops ant1 
their qttiprnent from Tan Son S l ~ c r t  to Kontt~m. For 56 IIOIITP, ciqlit 
C-13Wr flclt- continttallv, I inul in~ the nrmps and -125 tans of material: 
north. Meanwhile, l'ictnnmese C-125's lonciecl and rcludetl on the 
ollter sidc of Tan Son S l l r l r  Rirl~t linc-rIie LrS:\F nrlvirnr to the i'S.1F 
.\irIifr Control Center rtntetl tllat every sclietIi~le~l 1'Y.ltF rortie tltrrinq 
the hr5t morninq was exectrtctl rr-ithotrt rancellntion. Trucks, jeeps. 
how-itzerq, ammo, rations, ant! troops, all orgal~i~ecl  I)? exact plane- 
load<, rnoret? orlt irom a \ ~ n y i n y  srcn to I~onrrl tire tmiz in? t r a n r p r t ~ .  
OfTlondin~ a!  Kontlrm were h t :  aircraft Irere n ~ t t n l l y  airborne aftrr 
only 13 minr~tcr nn the ~ o u n r l .  T h e  rnovcmcnrq esempPifiecl tl~r impor- 
tantc of ~ f ~ e  huctf-win7 airIift am15 in .\?lied s t r a t w ,  [or fnst reinforce- 
ment of rhreatenetl rc~ ionc .  

Tile Allits lurthcr rcplied lo the intcnsiiyinq e n m y  psc%slrrc 7ci1l1 

inrscarcrl aimtrikcrr, clcspirc pcr5ist.ent cloucl coyer. rain. i q .  ant1 lol\, 
ceilinqr;. Hcaw ?.striker a ~ a i n r t  Sort11 l'ietnnrneqe forcer in llie h i ~ h  
qaunrl  ncnr Ilnk To. alLcl~vcd the .%flits to reopen the airstrip on 9 
.\pril. joinin: in h e  fiqlr t were the B-52's homhirr~ from hiq l~  altitude 
ttirtler wound mrlns rfirert ion. lilttiny uoop concentrntinn~. .r\.eapnr. 
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psitioils, storage areas. MI-- John Paul W n , l  senior American advisor 
in tile 1-egion, rcpotted on the 9th that the drstrikcs of tllc p ~ s t  seek 
were "the most lucrative I'vc seen in t lc  past six y~ars." 'Illc 1 l th Air- 
b n ~ e  Battalion on I3 April, repelled attacks against Fire Support Bast 
Cliarlie. aided 11): (according to Var~n) "a supcrldy coordi~lated rc- 
action I I ~  ESBF and VKAF tactical air, l~elicopter and fixd-wing 
gunsllips." 

Except for a small number uC transport and rescuc aircraft at coastal 

John PauI Vann was a Irpdar). individual. Hc spmt ~iearly tcn years in South 
Vietnam starting in 1562 as an Army 1.t Colonel adriw.  IVhilc an outstanding 
advisor. he was critical of thc tactirs k i n g  uscd. Hc retumd 10 the US.. rrsigned 
Itis cornmissinn. and return& to Vir~nam. Full of cncrgy and scli confidcnm, hc was 
the scnior American advisor in M R  11, actively involvcd i11 the rlcfcnc of Ko~lturn. 
at the time of his death in a heliooptrr crash 9 June 192.  



bases, no American aircraft were based i11 II Corps. CSAF hshter- 
bornher strikcs in the region wcre flown from cxtcrnaI points, princi- 
paIIy tllc Ilases near Saip11 ard  in -l'liailand. Reacting c1uicP.1~ to the 
hidllands s i ~ u a t i o ~ ~ ,  the Air Force on 9 .$p~il estabIislietI a iorward 
operating location lor forwarcl air control (F-C)  units at Pleiku. 
PSilF 0-2 anrl OV-I0 aircraft and crews s ~ ~ b s e q ~ ~ e n t l y  operated from 
Pleiku, bl-inging tllc FAC's close to the scene of action and giving them 
Beater time 011 station tl~ari if operating from T a n  Son Kliut or 
DaKang. T o  irnprovc crnploymcnt of the Thai-l~ased fighters, a turn- 
;iround facility servir-ing F-1 aircraft was establislicd at Uieii Hoa on 
15 April. TIicrmfter, F-1's landirl at Bien Hoa after strikes, rcfudcd 
and rcarmml for secorid strikcs I~cfm-e ~-ettu-~~illg to Thailand. Tlte in- 
noration improvcri tactical air effectiveness tluougllo~it the so~irllern 
twc-tIiirrls nf S o ~ ~ t l l  Victnam. 

Thc F-4's (or Fox-Fours in F.4C jargon) 11s11ally flew ill the stnntlarrl 
lour-ship tactical for~n;ttion. hlission flyiilg time was rlormall?? about 
2 honrs. Ordnance loads varied ar:corrling to the mission-n flight 
l n i d ~ t  11ave xven l<I.t!-17 llapalm cans, a loarl of hi-1 17 (750-pound) 
I~ornhs, or 1-lk42 (500-~mr~nrl) homl~s. Most rnissiotls were sclicdulcd 
 pi pin st troops-in-contact (TIC) sitllatiotis or known cnerny location 
tar<gcts. 

\'h',:\F forces it1 111c region ~wre nut irlsignificant. 12 squadron of A-1 
fidlter-l~ombcrs opcratctl fro111 Plcikl~ under tlie olcrationaI control 
of I 1  Corps. SOIHC 23 @I ant1 L-15 aircraft at Pleikl~ served for FAC 
cluty. Bascd at t11c coastal 1,n.w~ <IF Klia I'rstlg and P11tt Cat40 and 
1% ~nilcs nrvay, 1 - - t ~ ~ ~ c r t i v c 1 ~ - ~  2-1 :I-37's ;tiirl 25 FAC-type craft. 
.%\-era1 stluatll-ons o l  CTI-I I~clicoptcrs o1w1-atcrl Zrom LIIC three Ilsscs. 

A11 US-4F tact irnl SI rikc sorties wcrc r:ontrollerl and scl~itrlrllccl 1): ~ l i c  
c . o ~ ~ r ~ t ~ ~ - ~ ~ i r l c  .IhclicaI i\ir COII~I-ul Sptcm, including its a ~ q ~ a ~ - a t n s  01 
PAC's, 1):ISC's. ant1 mtl;u- posts ;~nd nirl~ornc cnmmantl posts. Ccntl-;tl 
c:ontrol ant1 ;illor-ation was tl111s att:~itictl, nl;tking possil~le tllc flcxilde 
;ipplicntion of tl~catcrr\~itlrr 51rike cspnT~ilitics at thc pllaccs most needed. 
;ant1 c s p I n i ~ i ~ ~ %  t l ~ c  range and flcsil>ilit); of t l ~ c  morlmn hghtcr-lmmhcr. 

Bcritlcs r heir bey rolc in direr1 ill: rl~c f ig l i~e~boinkrs  to tiirgrts. tlie 
FAC's pc>sscsscrI the closest ricw of the air applicatiorl to tilt Ilattlc. 
Fii-SL 11 l'crr: I'i-:~fl-, of Mores Lake. \kr;lshinglon, dcscribcd onc remal-k- 
:~hIc-tnit not ;~t~=~)ir;aI--mission near I)ak To ill niirbhpril. Tllrcc 
LISXF I:,-K's, scver;tI VKAF l:AC's, ant1 III~I~ICI-011s Iielicoptcrs were 
r r ~ ~ c r a ~ i l ~ g  at low :~lt i~r~dcs ill a11 area oI n l ~ o n l  Co~ir stlnare milcs. T h e  
r l a ~ i ~ e ~ - o ~ ~ s  ct~ngcstiol~ of air~parc. curnpo~intlcd 11). tlie cllronic bar1 
w\.cn~l~cl; 1 ~ 1 s  unavoiclalde lmcat~w of tllc i~ltciisity of tllc battle sinla- 
lion. Plaff \\-as sllrpriwtl to fi l l r l  ranks 'just ahout c~=cryrt.licrr," wliile 
Sort11 Vict~lamesc troops "rvcre walking down the roads likc tlicy 
or~nctl the ~llacc." Pfnff selwtetl a target of t~vo  trackcrl rc.11icles hiding 
under trccs a l o n ~  t l ~ c  road, and hroudit in a ff iglit OF F-1's. The fighters 
tlelivercd their orrl~l;~ncc right nn tar.vt. Of the two ~cl~iclcs, one was 



First Lt Terry PFaff-a Forward Air Controlled during the battle for Dart To. 

left h u r n i n ~  and explocfing, and the other \%.as bad3v darna~erl. Pfaff 
acided at tile ~ 1 l t l  of  he da?., Iic was rlirpriscrl that hc had not hcen shot 
tlorvn b v  the intenre grounrl fire, up ro 5'7-mm. 

I E Y  tftc titirtI tuecl. of April. rhe Cu~lunui~Est 5ucceedecl in aycrrun- 
ning ~ e ~ t r n l  fire support I)RFO. l~ttensi fied Sarth I'ieznnmere action 
n ~ a i n s t  Dak To and ne;lrl,v -1';rn Csnh on 23 .%pr-1 hrauql~t attention to 

tlie work of tlte :\CrlJO gunqhipr, o ~ e r a t i n g  ovetlieatI zhrouqh the 
I~orrrs of ciarkncss frnnl their !jaw at  LTbon, Thzilanrl. The .lC-1.S0 
crews itcstmved five t a r i k ~  rnorinq a g i n s t  Tan  Cnnh. T h e  e n m y  sur- 
virorc, Iio!r.ever. rt~ccecdcrl in nrcrr~rnrliny the tleicnrlert at  Tan Canlr. 

Thc came niqht, Cnpt R11rrel1 T. Olson anti his . ' i G I S n  qunrhip 
crew (ICII* 10 Dn'k To o t ~  a fire-suplmrt rnirrion ar S ~ c c r e  1 1 and Iot~ntl 
T-.i i tank5 rnnvinq tatvnrtl frienrllv positions. I l ' h i l c  e n g ~ n q  the tanks, 
Spcctrc 1 1  drcw 23 mm. nnrl 31-c;iIil>cr .\.\A brc, lrt \car nhlc ao CI~F 
pne t f ~ e  enem)'s conccntratcd lorce. At  tile end of t h e  scherlalm! 
rni~~ion.  a scplncement aircraft rr.35 not avnilnhle. co Cnpt Olson made 
a lnst trtrnaroanrl to r e a m  and refuel at  Plcikt~. ant1 Spec~re 1 1  re- 
turnctl to the I~attle  arm. Sincc clouds covereil tlie area, tile pnsh ip  
flew 1,elorv the norm:~l dnyliq11t work in^ altitude. The  a i r r n l t  cirmc fire 



up to 37-11inl. as it  first covcrcd an evacuation of AKVK personnel by 
Ilelicopte~~, arlrl then acted as a FAC tor tactical aircrafc w11ich expel-i- 
enced difficulty locating targets I~ccause ot thc xvcathw contlitions. 
IYhile the bad rveatlier made a total xssrnme~lt of tlie mission im- 
~mssible, Slxctrc I 1 knockcd out at lcnst wven cnmy tanks a t  Ilak '1'0. 

Despite h e  effnrts of Spectre 11 and tile fighter-bombers, togetl~er 
destroying half tllc attacking tank force, Dak To anrl the airfield fell to 



the enemv on 2.1 .-Ipril. The def~ntlers IlntI appnre~itlv becn clcmornl- 
i 7~d  hv the numlxr of tank5 prcrcnt 3tld thr ~\*eiylit of the infantry 
attacks. A Rorxl nf terliyses n~nwtI soutlr~t.arrl dorm fJichx\-l.nv I.! torr.nrtl 
Kontlrnl. .A lT.F.IF FrlC lnnke~l rlnlr-n on !lie csodur: 

l\'c rr.crrt ape rat in^ norlll-ensr ol Kontum, north of tlic fire Imsc 
Fire Supporr Rnsc Clrnrlic). There were rhrec 1)liqtoad~ o l  rcFltgee~ 

rnminq rlo~vn the roaiI. Tlw Sotth \ ' ie lnnn~c<~ opcnerl up on rlrrnl 
r \ . i t l ~  JZPC,*5--hli)rrinq flell out 0t tliosc I>i15\cs. l'et~ple Iwynn II?  itic 

all CIITT. 

1-IIC same niqht, rlir Cnmm~tnirts n~nrclietl  al~otrt  200 civilians infa 
the rrirc a t  ~ l i c  firc Inse. The South I'ietnammc soltlierr lcrt '1,v the 
hark rhos-r~nrrilling to fire into t l~eir  own rcdaa:ces, l'old t r >  r l e r t r ~ n  

rhc fire Inqe ~ h c  ncvr rnnrninc [lie Z'S.LF F.-iCC' found the Sort11 
\'iel~~nmcru ptcparirlq to 11;b111 nrcav the captured In:-mm. g11nr. l~ook- 
inq then1 to triark\. l ' l~e  F.\C's, Iwouqlit irl a flia11t of 1.'-1'5, j ~ ~ t  airivctl 
on the srcrre from t'hoc~ sr~cl armetI ~ v i t  li Irlrcr-y~itlecl homhr. Three 
pel-fcctl y placctl laser-guided 2.OOn-p>untler~ took or1 t t Ill-re y l r r  F :~nrl 
five trucks in strorr arrlcs. 

Captain Russell 1. Olson, pilot of an A G 1 3 0  which knotted out 7 enemy tanks 
In one night over Dak To. 



?-Ile situatior~ in the lliglllantls lookrd perilous. Kontum was rlilclcr 
sicgc, after Co~~~rllullist t roop planted tI~einsel~;.es across IIigl~ way 1-1 
south of tIie city s imul~a~eous ~ i t l l  the victory at Dak To. Presslu-cs 
soon rcr~c~vcd ;~gtirist tlic iwlatetl camps a r ~ r I  ~msitions bypaswtl I~eforc. 
Ir~tcnsif~ing  lie rt-isis was a dccisiorl to airlift the nirbornc out Tor 
rtlnplo)n~etit in o ~ l ~ c r  rcp,iotis. n l l r i n ~  tIic entire month of April, ovttl- 
5;iOO I!SAF. Kaw, hlarioc, a ~ l d  VKAF attack sortics llatl po~~ilrlcri tar- 
7 x 5  i n  tile 11 CInl-~xi area; tllc heavy applicalion of airpowcr llatl 
hlunted, Illit not lialterl, I llc enenly ntlvance. 

Air Transport and the Highlands Campaign 

1-inking Plcikr~ wit11 the Imrt citics of ihe  coast was Kul~te 19, its '30 
miles of rvintli~ig roarlw;~); r;tpa ble or suplmrting Ilcavy t111ck traffic lmt 
rulr~cml~le to sal~ol:~gc 01- nml~usl~. nuring e;trly April, clasl~es along 
EIigllway 19 r;liscd concern lor s ~ ~ u r i t y  of t h e  imprtan t 11idiIancls 
lifclir~e. 011 11 April NOI-111 Viclnamcsc elcrncnu s~~ccccclccl in blor-king 
thc mar! at lIle Ail Khe Pass ncnr the old American r;tralry Ime. Dc- 
spirr: hc:~vy hllietl airstrikcs, tlic Conirnr~~~ists heltl the roadwa!, closccl 
for 1G clays, rct111iri11g that all rcsup~dy and r c i n f m u c n t  into the 
interior lw 11). air. 

Jolill I'a111 Va~lii 5tntcd on IIi .\pril that stockagcsin the I~ighlancls 
wcrc tlorl.11 lo tl~rec days. ant1 t h ; ~  ;tltIiougll an air LOC l~atl  I>ectl 
started, there simply \\--as not ?:ct er~ouzl~ transport available to sustain 
the necessary milit;~ry efrot-t. 'I'he next day three C-130's-acll fitled 
with large rubllcr fucl bladders in tlw cargo con~prtmcnt-began 
special POL del ivcrics i ~ t o  Pleikn. Tile bladders permi~ted dcIivcry of 
4,500 gallons of Iucl per wrtic, and could bc cmptictl by pumps carried 
i n   he aircraft in 15 mi rllrtes. 1'llrr.e srlcll "blacldcr-birtl" airr-ralt made 
I!! trips to Pleiku from Tnn Son Nhut and Cam R>.:~li Bay on the 17th. 
1'Ile eK01-t c-onti~luerl the next day and oil 11lc 19th a follrttl ship joincd 
the cffm--tllrcc planes 11auld JP-4 and one carr id  aviation gpsoline 
Zor reciprw-a t i l~g  cngincs. Orllcr C-I 30's arr ivd  rtrglharly with h a d  
cargo, inlerspcrscrl wit11 C-141's tempori~rily tasked to ~ r f v n n  missions 
illside Vietnam. 

After oiElonrlin~ at Pleiku, nlallg oE the carzo-carriers tmk aboard 
passetlgcrs-rcf~~gccs from the battcred region headed for safer places. 
Many were dcpcndcnts of Vietnamese military men; few carriccl more 
than scant possessions. One C-1.11, florvn by Capt Kicliard S c m i n p n  
and crew, took off with 391 passengersthe most cwr lifter1 by a Star- 
liftcr and more t l ~ a t l  lour times the normal loatl. 013scr\?crs 011 the 
ground aL Tan  Son Nhut wcre amazed at the enrlless fiIc of I~lirnanity 
slrearning from the ship's tail doors. 

Critical to the flow 01 aircraft, cargo, and rclugces \t:ns the work of 



the VNAF atrial port at Pleiku. Colonel Pet- Van Brussel, Senior 
USAF advisor in the region, watched the air terminal workload expand: 

This challenge was met not only by job skill and kno~vledge, but 
more important by sheer liarrl work and determination. For two 
full w c e l  the aerial port personnel at Pleiku Air Base worketl 2.1 
11ours a day, sleeping wl~cn thcy could in the aerial port area. 

?Fit11 lirnitd ground handling equipment, and under the threat of 
intermittent shelling, the VNAF aerial port managed the offloading 
arid p r o c m i ~ ~ g  of POI. and lmrd cargo with (according to Van Brussd) 
"imagination and originality." -1'Ile hmcrican officer's glow in^ praisc 
inrlicatcd that in this impriant  flmction, the past programs of Viet- 
namization had been fruitful. 

'I'lie reopening of IligI~way 19 in late April ended the critical rle- 
penrlencc on airlilt for translwrt to Pleiku, but thc closure uf kIighway 
14 norrh of Pleiku on 2-1 April leIt the defentlcrs of Kontum wholly 
isolated cxcejjt by air t l~~r ing  morc than twFo montl~s of lieiary alid close 
fighting. Rladrler-bird rlelivcties into Kontum commenced on 23 April, 
expanding to 24.00 gallons tile 11ext day, rcbnilding reserves against 
rlirily consrlmption of 15,600. Xfcanwl~ile other aircraft landed wit11 
llard carp ,  departing with the last of the a i rhrne brigade ordered out 
earlier. E ~ ~ e m y  shells piodically interrupted flight-line activity, and 
grouncl-toair fitc 11ar;issed arriving and rkparting planes. USAF con- 
trol and aerial port teams w o r t d  on the ground at Kontum to s1ml 
the flow, as tlic volumc of shelling i~lcrcased daily. 

Hair-raising episodes Iwcarne commonplace. A blacldcr-bird received 
major damage 011 t l ~ c  26th. The pilot, Lt Colonel R C C ~  Rsulke);, man- 
hm OE the 50th Tactical Airlift Sqlladron and a vetcran of t l~e  1968 
campaign, was attempt in^ departure when a rwkct detonated imme- 
diately in front of his aircraft, flattenins tlie landing gar,  silcncir~g 
one of tlic cngines, and causing major fuel lcaks. .4 thrir: man repair 
party arrived to inspmt thc rlamagc and begin repairs. Wllilc thcy 
worked, more rockets I lc~an detonating--one ~ycntilated a G1.90 rvhich 
had just landcd, and anotl~cr mwie a direct hit on a VhrAF C-123 
parked nearby. U.S. Army and lJSAF hptanders foudit thc fire with 
l~and  extinguishers, co~~ragco~lsly climbing insidc and atop the burning 
hulk. An 11-man rcpair rean, arrived to cornplctc repairs shortly bcfore 
rlusk on 90 April. Working with flasl~lights and into the morning, t l~e  
team finishcrl at  midday, Rockets roatinuetl to detonate, ncarly destroy- 
ing a VNAF C-123 taking off lo;~clced wit11 re f~~ges .  haulkey's repaired 
craft and a relic1 C-I30 barely rnanagd takcoffs in early afternoon, as 
1~0th received additional shrapnel holes. h-iulkcywi~h fresh fuel leaks 
anrl a lost engine on the previously ~ lndamaed  s i d e m a d e  a thrcc- 
engine emergency landing at Plciku. In a seyuratc episode, Sw Floyrl 
J. h;iotlville, a Iuels NCO, received acclaim [or s~~ccessfull~ omoarling 
a damagc:erl T-130 and transferring its bladdcr systcm to another C-130. 
a11 lrnder fire. using the only vehiclc availahlc--a small wartrllouse type 



forklift. \inn\ iFle trn\ lnrcr rlnn~inatcrl Inr- the  J a ~ r e c ' ~  aueartl. '".itncr- 
ica.5 '1'r.n Otzt\t;l~i.rliu~ \ - r ) i~r~. , t  \Icn of 1971." hntlr lor his cuploits at  

Konfzrrn ;~nrl I r>r  I I ~ F  role 27 vr)li~nteer tlircrrtor nt riir C;o \ 'a] )  C3rpl~an- 
:tgc in 1-ietrinrn. 

T )~~r i i iy  tltr cizlir d.a\c 111 ioi- t o  5 \ I n \ .  !he C-I.?fl's m;~t l r  npl>soui- 
rn;ttrlv 1 '1  Inntlfnyi t l : t i t \  ;PI F;r,t,t~tn~-n 11 pirnl (la\-, ~ . o r k  .rvaE ~ r v r n  
Itc*rl~ of n~~tni t ior iz ,  Irrc or POI.. ant! t l ~ r c c  of sirc. Duriny the mlrnlc 
viyl~t (!:I\\. I 'S  21; I I  .tri\l)ortF I I I Z C ! ~  I:, rlelivcric~. Or1 !! \I:kv. 3 C-130 
Imr rcl-cfa! lcrt crf  ~r-incgilf i t 1  n rollirion it-itii :I JICII'CDJIICI. :I! t l l ~  

~ r o t , ~ l ~ i l  ail 11v:til~ I ~ I I T  t i i : ~ ~ i x ~ r ~ ~  :ti1 c i ~ ~ v r y e t ~ i v  1;tn~liny : b i  Plcik~k. Itockct 
4T~n~n:r to : ~ I I O I ~ I C T  C:-I 31 t I I P  t w \ t  (1;tv t111211t ;I ~ l w  iqiur~ t o  9 1 1 i f t  LO 

1 t i . r l r 1  rq)c i ; l r i r \ r~<.  \It.n~rrr-llIlc. lnrkr t  :~ctat  kq rr rrc tleqir~rliny at Plciklt. 
t l ~ r c n t c r ~ f ~ ~ ~  Irntlt 11-1 ::11'\ oil llle ~ ~ t ~ i l c l  tltcr~'. 

- 1  IIP ~ [ J I  I (I! C- I'iO ttiylt! ! ; ~ T I ~ I ~ T I ~ <  31  Lont11nt ( t ~ ~ t a i l ~ ~ i  1 1 1 ~  Cot11- 
i~itrr~ist< i~~r t c :~* i t tq  : 1 0 i I i t \  tr) ~l i tcc t  <fic!l\ n t  in(I iv i i111~~ zir<r:trt cxrt 1 1 1 ~  

21 ru~itrl. Ih.lir r r r  l r  r1:11 Ilcl~l ;IT : , !MFII~  ~ I i c  IOI n ~ r r  Icl tl. t r l ~ r  \l~al.t:tqc~ 
cnu\c{l In I t c : ~ ~ r  i r ) ~ t i l i t i r ~ i i ~  c \y)rntl i t i t r~< I,rr~q~qltt ~ T C ' I F I I T C T  10  rewrnr 
<I: IV O ~ C I  ; I ! ~ ~ > I I \ .  \ I I C Y  WVCI ; ? I  t ! ; i ~ %  ( i f  lwi ih~f is  t!avtimc cffw t \ .  t lie .tit- 
Fth-re ICC'IIZ ;1 ' ,~,1i~i  C Y F I I I \ ~ V C I I  t o  1 1 i ~ l 1 t  u w k .  pron~i<iny t l ~ a t  r e % u p l ~ l ~  
r ~ q l i i r e ~ n ~ t i i \  I \ - t r ~ ~ l t l  1 , ~ '  ~ i i ~ . t  I I E  [ l t l l .  I tjcotnin= r o ~ ~ n d \  iy~iltc(l t he  I'OL 
Fromy rrca o i l  1.5 \ l . t \ .  :jr~tl r \ tr$  mrjrc \'S.\l.* C-P2?'* r\.elc l ~ i t  ant1 set 
:161c In  \l~cif\ rrrl zl~c l l i t l i .  L,:ttcr. tlirec [:-I !!:I*\ immnl,ili7ct! on tllc h n -  
Itrnl rnnip W~;PIC !I~I~II~OIC(I ;1~-;1v 10 makc rnnnl for nl,rr;ltionnl traffic, 

Col Andrew F. losue (right). Commander of the 374th Tactical Alrllft Wlng. 



O I I  I i 11i1: , it (1-1 50 < r;l\Il<:tl (111 t a l i r~ f r ,  : I ~ ~ ; I I - C I I I ~ ? .  cli1111;1grcl 1): c x p l t ~ l -  
i11g 1-ot-kc~s. . I ~ I C  IOIIC S I I I - ~ ~ \ - C ) I -  IGIS rcsc-~~c(l 11: ;ill :\IIICI-~C;I 11 l~elic-<~ptcr. 
Scvr l~t r t r l  11ig11t C>I;;O tlclir.crics OII llic 1!)111 :11w1 15 Inorc or1 1l1c !!Otli, 
S I I \ I : I ~ I I C ~ I  111t: [[ox\- 01- ~111)l)l irs. .it1011ic1- (1-1 21% it-:IS tlt:s~rn\ ctl 11). roc-kcts 
011 [fir 20111. :I IMI 01 Iier arrivilig s11ips I 1ir11t:tI a ~ \ - ; ~ y  I I ~ ~ - ; I I I S C  gi-o~in(l 
~II-r. -111 :\<;-I 30. t l ;~t~~;~gt!t l  : t f ~ t ~ r  ~ t ~ i t l ~ t i ~ l ~ l  011 Y !  Ai:~y, !\-;IS ~ I I I - ~ I I C I -  ~ I ; I I ~ I -  
:igtxI :111tl LII~II:  tlt!stl-t~?-cc[ I)?- X I - I  illtar!- fil-c t lit! 11t:xt cl;~!. ' I - l ~ t a  fo11r11\-111: 
nig111. Y2-23 \I:I!-, t 11-c) ~ I : I I I C S  I-rt-t:i\-ctl SI~I-:IIIIICI tIi1111;lgc. ~ I I ~ C  ~ t ~ ; j ~ ~ : i g i r ~ x  
; I I ~  CIHI:~~:~II.:-  I ; I I I ~ ~ ~ I I : _ :  :I[ I ) : ~ S ; I I I ~ .  

-1.I1cr I : ~ t ~ c l i r ~ ~ s  r - o l ~ t  inucrl. I t ;  rlclivcl i ~ ~ g  011 21-2-1 AIay ;111tl t T 111t- 

rlcr r 11ig111. SI)C< 11-c ~ I I I ~ I I  11)s ])I-I I \  i r l~ t l  t,x.crllc::~tl fit-(: S I I I~HJI - t .  S ~ ; ~ I I L ~ : I I - ~ ~  
t: 130.5 not\- tlcli~(-rt.~l POI, i 11 t-! l i ~ ~ c I ~ - i t - ; ~ l  < - t > ~ ~ t : ~ i  IKI-3. :IIIOI\.III~ Lts~cr 
c * I l ~ l t ~ ; ~ t l i ~ ~ ~  I I I ; I I I  I\-if11 I I I C  I)l;~tlcl(:r-f~ircl?i. -1.I1l: d;11-k ;11)1)1-1);tt-li~s illto t l ~ r  
1ligI1 ;~i i - l~ra t l  <-i~Ilctl 1<1r p a k  ll! i l l K  p~-c(- ih i t )~~.  L Isc:~t~lc I-IIII\ \- ;I> 1c11:t 11 

\\-:IS o111:- ;ll>ot~t 5.100 iw~+- lo~c :  lr, 111~: I ~ I ~ I I ~ I I ~ I I I I I  1l)t- Itr;~vil\. 1c)ntlctl 
(1-1 30's. -1.0 : ~ \ - o i c l  gi-a)r~ncI fii-c 11-0111 ~ r - ~ t ~ r i  o f  Lot1111111 ( i t ! .  <-I-c'~cT 115ctl 
o\-ci-I~r:lrl c-ii-t-li~lg :~l)pi-tb:~t lit:\ (I<nvn 10 3.(![hI ~ C C I .  ; l \ - t ~ i [ l i l ~ ~  IIW of 1;111(!- 

111s I i ~ l i t s  1111til 11ir I:ISI l ~ o < ~ i l ~ l r  I IU)II IC~II .  1'01-1:1ljlt: ligl1i5 i n ~ i I i ~ l r ( l  t l i ta  

I t  31-;I t iori o f  111c I-rllirt-;1!-. (:c>lrbl~cl : \ ~ a t I ~ - t \ t -  lo\ut~.  r-rnnnl;l~lclrr t ~ l  37-1 t 11 
.I-:at-~ 1 ~ 1 1  :\i~-lift \ \ .~I IK I I I C  I K I I - C I I ~  1111it o f  t IIC! (1- I SO c-l-ciVs f c i ~  t l ~ t t  
llic I I ~ ~ I I L  1;111tl i~p ::I ~ ~ I I I I I I I I I  I\-CI-C- -';I dit-t:\- O ~ K I - : I I ~ ~ I ~ , "  ;111rl t11;tf tht' 
;lf)<r~ic-c t ~ f  :~(-c-i t lct~~s t ~ ~ i ~ l c t -  tlit: t - t~~~ t l i t i t>~a<  I ~ ; I ~  ~ - c I ~ I ; I ~ - ~ : I I ) I c .  1-;111cli11~~ 
~:11tlc(1 X I  i t~~- t l?-  11cfo1-c t1;1i~11 t111 I IIC 2.51 11. \ \ - i ~ l ~  < ; ~ I ~ I ~ I I ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ L  ~ ~ - o t q > s  I I I ( I ~ C ~ I  
:IT 111r c.;tst tllrl o f  111r I-IIIII~~I!., ;lrltl tlrlit-cl-i~lg s111:1ll ;11-11l?i hl-c f l - c ~ l l  tl11-C'C 
clircc~iul~s a r  LIIC la51 (:-1:;0 Iiititlg r ~ f l  n-i111 tlic US.\F g r t ~ u r ~ d  lranls. 
1:iglltilig continuctl tIirt~l~gl=hout tllc city, with rcsopl~ly 1)). ;%rncriran 
ant1 VSAF C:llinook Iielicn~lters. rcIlilr tllc USAF l~ re l~a re t l  t o  start 
GI SO p~rarll-011s. 

.411 i rnllortal~t  roll-cr~~rl~icr of t l ~ c  KUIIIIIIII airtlrnps \\.ere the c l rop  
I ~ c g u ~ l  irl mid-May a t  SCVCI-a1 isolatctl ant1 I~arcI-presser1 r - a i ~ ~ p s  farll1tar 
11ortl1 niiil wcst. Dak l'ck, hIang B I I ~ ,  ;111t2 Bert I-Ict rcceircrl ;I total of 
19 C-130 drops duril~: May, usirig tecllniclucs developed recently lor 
rc1c;tsc from a1titarlc.s abow tfte level of anti-aircraft eficctircnms. 

1 3 r o p  I~e;tn ;11 lio11t11ili wit11 ;I si~lgle mission on the  afternom of 27 
l-f\-1;1y. n ~ ~ r i n g  the l iest  Iollr r l a ~ s ,  19 G1.40 loncls were l ~ a r ~ c h u t c r l  to a 
drop zone nea r  tIic city's sot~tll-wcst corner (the Communists Iieltl 
rllltcl~ oi tile cilst IlalF of t he  city). \\'it11 sonle s ~ ~ c c e s s  in ~ x ~ s l ~ i n g  tllc 
Cornil~unists from tllcir sertors, t hc  drop zone rvas shifted to the  more  
co r i cen ie~~ t  riort11-\\.est seclor; fi8 C-130 r l r o l ~  sortics tmk ]dace dur ing 
the  first seven [la)-s of Jt111e. : i l t l ~ o ~ d ~  retrieval partics o n  the  grollnd 
11;1tl t r o t ~ l ~ l e  keeping 111' 1~it1i thc vvluaie of deliveries, tlle 11 (:orps G-l 
r c ~ o r t e d  that  the  rlrops "hare  I,ccil \-el--). accurate, a n d  ~lear ly  all para- 
c1111te Ilt~nrlles are  impactiilg ill t11c recovery area." X111cll of this srlc- 

ccss rcflc-ctcri t I ~ c  painIu1 c v o I t ~ t i o ~ ~  of effectiu-c mcthotls cx~x-ricnc-~d 
carlicr at An Loc, ancl to IJC rkscribcrl i n  thc  i ie r t  r l~aptcr .  

1;130n Vann's rcrlucst. GI SO I ;~~l t l ings  rcsurncrl o n  the night of 8 - !) 



Example or a high altitude AWAQS abrdrop by a crew from The 6fsr Tact~cal 
A~rCif! Sauadron. 

Jlinr. %ix 1 So'\ nl,lrlc I)l;ficketl-o~tt CX.1 appruarlicr~ ~ t i c l  Inntliny [lint 
niglkr. I3tzriny C:-l ':n n l y > ~ . o n c I ~ ~ \ ,  Irirr~rllv ; ~ ~ . t i l l ~ r r  fire .rva\ tlirccterl inro 
rllr l i k c l ~  rl:tti:~r a r m  trr t!i~ro~ii;tqe encmv \hrlEit~y,  nil ttnrc %hells 
nei-e rletortntcrl ne:ir t11c I-rrnxvnl in 110pfi oI [ l i ~ t i - ~ ( ~ i r ~ ~  an1 ~. l~rr~tce-in-  
a i r  nliwilc. 7'11~ tlntrirne rltnps con!inuctl, rnclinS or! 1 ! T r ~ r i r  after 
;~norltrr I R  knrries qiucc the 7 t l ) .  Tln-ou~ll the 1:) t l ; l \ ~  of cFro~lr, nor ;I 

s i n ~ l c  C-l?+1 rercivcrl Il;itzPc tfnmnqc. 
.I ittrtlnrr nrpct t SnIr  ;~rlrlerF \itniFicance to tlic Kern turn rcsttppli. 

Cixtcm of tlir tlmp xr.crv ~wrlm.rnerl ~iqinq the .Ill 1l'c;)tlrcr .\ ir DcIiv- 
ert Fr qtcni-t llr .\1\'.1n.%111 411ip~ ant! c.rcivs rc~ciltl!~ r l c p ~ n ~ c t l  terlrlrr 
Conqr:~rtt C ; I I : ~ I  r l  I f '  f ~ n n ~  t l ~ e  Yni ted Statcr. .\ prcliminnrv ~niwinr~ (HI 

1 Tune arf~itrer! ma~fci;lre FIICCCCF a t  Sr-nv Ricny in Canllm!ia. Ttrn 
~ I . I \ c  1 3 1 ~ ~ .  lrrvn nirn-aft rele:i*cri 3 1  Konlum. nirninq wit11 t t t ~  aitl of a 
yrnirnr! ratlnr hc;rcr*n t r n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o n t l c i - .  I r r ~ ~ r a r y  appearrtl  ati is far ton.. I~ r i t  
Italh [Ire I>t~nillcq rnr~ltl not I>c rpc.ovr.rrtl I~cc;rrt\e r,F enemv fi1.c o n  the 
drop 7 0 1 1 ~ .  n i ~ r i t ~ q  7-1 I ~ H T ~ C .  C-l?O C I - C ~ ~ - T  m;lrlc nr~otl irr  1.5 .\I\'.\DS 
~lroj)< a t  Kc~ntiini. Xarigntors. airnet1 t~s ing  tlie scllrontninecl mdnr nnrl  

rompvtcr <\\tern, ttolr- uciny rcflcrtetl rarlar returnc. .I 1~~irEyr rout11 
of ~ l l e  torrrn .;cnetl for lntc rornl~utcl- tr~nlate: n river l~cnrl a t  rile tit\ 
qet~crl nr t l ~ r  f i t ~ : l f  nffsct a i r n i r i ~  point. The Pnrfrcst rccartled impact 
crror H.RS ?on ~netcrr; :tll c lrop rrcrc from 10,nnn feet. 14nc rlsop. on 
12 June, Ir-ns lwrfometl  in tw+qhip Iomlnrion urinq rhc electrorlir 



station-kecpin~ eql~iprnent (SKE), t1ic trail ship dropping 5.4 seconds 
hehind thc -4\\I'\I'4DS-cqui~qml leader. The rcsuIt was spctacular-the 
second ship's load landed atop the Ieadcr's. T11c onls significant prob- 
lems in SKE appc;trcd to Ile the traiI ship's difficulty in flying in the 
Ieadcr's turbulcrlt wake while hca\=y and slow. 

The  Ko~ltnrn resupply tllus scemed sigrii ticant in thrce respects. First, 
the o ~ r a r i o n  representd anotiler example of tllc sometimes pivotal 
role of air transport in sustainir~g isolated pounrl forces. .Second, the 
difficnlt and dangerous nlission c h r t  verificd xqin  llle remarkable 
rlualitics oI thc US-4F professinnal airliftcrs. Fillally, rile bartlc servetl 
as an impressive demonstrarion of tI1c ncw .$?tTilDS, and suggested 
th;~t after three tlecarlcs, thc Air Force :eras closc to solving one of its 
cllror~ic rvenknc%wsac~uratc paracht~te resupply under conditions of 
night or 1~atl visiilility. 

Airpower and the Final Battles in the Highlands 

The first half of May l~rouglit ~ o n t i n ~ ~ i i i g  hensy application of air- 
Imwer, as the h-art11 Victnamcsc forces ~lrcsscrl toward Komum. Nu- 
merous pitrllcrl I>attles took plalace in nearl)? vilIagcs, c amp ,  and firc 
support bases. 011c s11cl I cngdgemen L occllrrcd at the compounri of 
Polei Klcng, about 13 mi1es west of Konrum. Ari AGlS&Spcctrc 03- 
was a11~arIy ; ~ i ~ - t l o r ~ ~ e  ill the lliglllands region, learning by radio that 
Pnlei KIeng was under attack by a Comm1111ist regiment with tanks. 
The  situation was so serious t11;tt .4rlleriran lnrrsonncl had ;tlready lxcn 
evacnatetl. '1-he AC-130 crew talked dircctIy wit11 ~ l l c  Soutll Victnamcse 
cornnlander or1 the .q-onnd, ;ulrl placer1 lire all aroi~lrl the crnbattletl 
post. '1'11~ gtlnship cxpe~lrIerl a full loat1 oI ammunition. including 
'36 rountls of lO3-mm. Grc, aiming at cilnn)-. nlllzzle ilaslles ant1 a hridgc. 
The  niro-ew's rnissinn report notecl, "Situation quiet l ~ p o r ~  depm-turc." 
I .a ter r e p r l s  rcvcaIeil that Spccr re 03, assisted by fighter-lmmlzrs, 11i1rl 
killcrl over 950 enemy irmlx, destroyerl the hrirlge, nnrl re1mlsed a Iull- 
.wale attack Ily a Kortl~ Victnamcse regiment. 

Similar cpisodes occ~~tretl a t  sucll idarcs as Hen Het. Dak Pek, Uak 
Scang, atld Plci h-irong- key p i n t s  on tlle infiltration routes into Mili- 
tary Region 11 fro111 t l ~ e  tri-lmrrlcr proper. Tac~ical air strikes clirnl~crl 
to 45 on the night of tile titl~. 011 9 Ma).; the Conln~ l~~~is t s  rn-crnn 
Polci Klcng, n~ltl breacl~cti tllc rlcIcnsive pcrimctcr at Re11 Het with ;I 

tank and irlb~itry ititnck. -1'11~ Bci~ Het tlerenrlers, llowever, managetl 
to lloltl, and 1,); 1 I May Xen He1 was dcar  oI enem?= forces. 1-Ieanwhile, 
fighting intensified at tllc fire bases arouild I iont~~m.  Tllrough the 
Irattles for tlle CentrnI Hid11~11ds. ITSAF R52's  were uml to hit Corn- 
munist forces ~vhile preparing for attacks. disrt~p~ing his tinletalde and 
inflicting losscs in men and material. 

The  Paw hrail O\T-lO's wcnt to tile highlands in early >la:, joining 



the Cwev F:.\C'r l~rcviou~ly  cFcl~lo~cd to Pleiku from DaSang. Equipped 
~ r b i t l t  the l a w r  tlc.ciqnntor. r l ~ e  Pare Sail's primary purpse wnq LO kill 
tnnkr. wnrkinq 1,-izlt rlw F 3 D . 5  1)nretf at Uljon. One 01'-In F.4C re- 
porter1 :a r iritl ~stlk.f,t~rtinq miqrion in the  hi~idnndr: 

(Sne fellow took n tank out r i ~ h t  on top of ;I commantt hr~nkrr in 
a Spccinl Fnrccs mnlp. The tamp rvns ~tnrler atrack ant! the ~ c v  
an the g-r.rot~ntL s n i t ! ,  "I 've colt a tank try in^ to crur!~ the comm;~nrl 
hrtnker. ' .I C:nvcy tra3<  corki in^ or'urllp:~tI with t l~e  ~!eZ~'~ttlt:t\. 
T l t c  C:ovc\. cnIled Pave S a i l .  ant! they nrrrlncetl to qet F-1's u * i t l i  
LC;~'F con~mittr.tI. ?'l~c Special f i ~ r c e ~  trooper n~kcr l .  " I \ - h a t ' ~  a 
Pave Sai l ."  . ~ t  ~r-P~icIi tinlc t l iev 1 0 1 ~ 1  him, "Stnntl-l~v. nncl rr,c'lE show 
~ot l ."  TI1.r TI\'-IO II!~rn~in:~tcc! thc tnsyct wit71 lnrcr entlrqr, rr.hilc 
rl~r F-l rnllcr! in nrl t l  1-r-lcare(1 n 2.0nll-pountl f)cln~h, I t  f l i t  riri~t 
I~eside !he tank nncl I~lcrv it into the  tril-c.. Ttlcre t r .a~  a lon: silerxce 
Iron) I)ePo~r. 1,-ir~alIv. r l ~ c  rvjirc raine Imck on .111(! rniiI, "It hat  t l i r i  
vnu rnll tl~;i t-"-"l'nvc Sail."-"I R C C C ~  n l ~ o r ~ t  trvn more.'' 

?-lie Cnmrn~~ni~t\  Inuntl~et!  ~ f ~ c i r  first major atlack aynin<t Lont~rr~l 
t itv (311 zllc tr~nrniray nE I I \ fnv.  ;tt~ackiny from tlic nor111 nntl nnrllt- 
~r.est ~ v i r l i  hntlnlinn-~ircrl inf:antl-v ;ind twn ~ ~ l I I n l l l 5  of tnnk5. 'I'llc S O I I I ~ I  
I'ietn;~nlere cIcfcntllc~ r 11cltl I lwir qountl t \ r e l l .  nnr! were 11ot dcn lorn l i~~t l  
Ijr. rhc Iirc.tencc ot tank5 n i  :ht Tan C a n h .  Cotirl~ I ' iernnmc~c lorcer ~ ~ r t k  
Lipfit . inti-tnnk I\"c;tpnns (>I-72) to cng-n~e  rhc :~ttackcrr. nntI .\nleri- 
car1 and I'ict ri:t~r~ecc fie11 tcr-homl,cr~ r lur in~  t lie nlui-rti ny p ~ ~ m c v e r a l  
rxnk~ out of nrtion. 

Coordin;~tion f,rrrr.rrn $nut11 \'ictnnme3e 2nd Lr.S. lorccx rrar aL n 

hiyh iboinr. For cuarl~ple, arountl nvoll a ITS.\F F;lC !lac1 I I ~ C ~ F  111) "11 
1 1 i s  rnnrkiny snrokp rocket*. T ~ C F P  were ?.i.?-ir~rll r ~ c k ~ l r  w i t h  ~vliite 

- - 

UH-1 helicopter with TOW Missrles. 



phos~dlorns (I-l.'illic-Pete) r~arheads that made a w.11ite smoke visiblc 
10 the fig1:htcr nirrrm-s. Becoming aware of the situation, a USAF FAC 
in the area markcd tlie target wit11 smoke as hc was given directions 
1,); tile VK:iI: FAC in EngIisI1. The VNAF F:iC was then able to "talk 
in" his VNAF strike aircraft, using t l ~ e  mark I+-llicl~ was placcd by the 
Ammican. 

Joir~ir~g the fid~ter-l,omkrs WAS a smdl task force of U.S. Army 
helicoptcrs, quipper1 rvilh Tube-launched, Optical-uackcd, Wire- 
guitletl (1'0147 anti-tank mixsiles. Three ITEI-IB helicoptcrs ant1 
crcws, along wit11 ~nechanics and hardware ior the TOW system had 
rleplnyerl in late April from the Unitcd States, travtllins by  MAC 
C-141. Tile \vi~-c-gnidcd missiles wcrc released at dose rangc, ant1 
~mckrcl a sul>st;i~ltial warhead. Enlployccl against tanks and trucks in 
the Kontum arca, of the first 101 firing only 12 u-ere srorcd as misses. 
' ~ ' I I I - o u I ~ ~  12 Junc, tllc Anrlg dairnrd 26 tank kills by the helicopter- 
borne TOW'S, including at least I 1 'T-54's in thc Konlum area. USA1: 
c-rew-s cIaimerl comparable effectiveness against cnemg armor, confirm- 
ing the rlestr~~ctio~l oE I 5  ranks and damage to 59 others. from the start 
of the invasion tllrollg11 I R Slay. Marginal r~catlier, smoke, Ioliage, or 
darkness prevented certain damage assessment during nearly half tllc 
sorties, Iloldir~g rlo-rt-11 the stated claim. 

Tlle cornhinet1 fifihter-lmmhcr arid helicopter gunship force harl 
Ixer~ iml~rcs\ivu in breaki~lg up tllc 1.1 May attacks at Kontun~. h sec- 
ond ant1 cveli llcavier North Vietnamese effort against Kontu~n opencrl 
on the morning of 25 May. Attacks began in the southcast witor, 101- 
lowetl 11). attacks ill ihe nortli and nortllcast. By aftcrnoon of thc 2511, 
all Snlitll Vict~liunese artillcry Ilari lwen ncutralized, and si~pport from 
the air hecnme the only fircpower availabk to the deknrlers. 

nnr-irlg llle night, Co~nrn~lnist at-tion intensified, bringing arldi~ional 
tank ancl infa~ltry ass;111ll?i from the northeast. Bad rveatllcr and dark- 
ness x~-iousl: Ilarnlxred effcctivc air silpprt. Just as thc attack secmcrl 
nl~out to overrun thc dcfentlcrs, tlle weathcr conditions improved, 
allo~\=ing  he fightel--h~nhers and llelicopters to again cn,pge tile Com- 
III[III~SL armor. -1'llc t!.S. ;\rrny UH-1's with 'I'OTV's rlestroyxl ten tanks 
and trt-o rnnclli~~e-gun positio~~s. The  momentum of the auack tlir~s 
I ~ c a m e  rIisruptcrl. ant1 I I IC rnoralc of the tltfcndet-5 for the momcnt 
took strcn;~th. 

Daring t l ~ c  next tl;~y, 26 May, over 1,000 rounds of enemy artillery 
anrl 1-M~CIS ]rn~~ndcrl tlie city. Encrny units held parts 01 the [it)., ant1 
the airfield lras rio\v closccl, r~ecessitaiing 1lclicopte1- landing at a sor-cer 
ficld. Tlic situation rcmained critical [or the next three days but Sonth 
Vietnamcx: units gr;~cIi~all~ took the initiative and counttri~ttackcd to 
r p i n  lost ,groilntl. Air support continued, including night gunship 
actions against erleIny tanks and R J 2  missions asainst enemy staging 
areas. By 29 Ma)=, Vann stated tllai concIitions had improved, a result 



of  he t~-cment1o11s 1 E i ?  snrI t ;~c~ic;~I air s ~ ~ p p ~ - t  rluring tllc ~lrcc~uli t~g 
t-ri~iciil days. 

-l'lle enelny pu1Icd out  of Korlt111n city (luring the first half of June, 
still pr~111r1etl h e  1$-52'+tllc l l n ~ n l x r ~  .I ttackcd 115 regrouping 
anrI r c f i ~  tin:: ;trr.;ts Ilr~~i-CTII ti ant1 30 J unc. Pockets oE cilem y forces 
r i o r ~ l ~ ~ r ~ c s ~  OF KOI~IIIIH, IIVI~-CVC:~, continued [to oppose Soutll Vietnamese 
rlcaring o p e n ~ ~ i o i ~ s  11-ell in to JIII~.  Fighting remained heavy sou111 of 
Kontum. irl I ~ s ~ ~ l t l s  to I-copen the roadway to Pleiku. -l'lie Communis~s 
hcld l~cnvily forri6crl ~writioris knotvn as tllc "rockl~iIe" astride High- 
%\-:I)= 1 4  at Kont~in~ Pass, ncr-cssit;~ting actioils reminiscent of those in 
tile I~attlc for Csssil~o in IVorlcl War 11. M 2 ' s  ant1 figlltcr-l,oml,ers 
c o n ~ ~ - i l ~ ~ ~ t e r l  Ilcary suppol-i. ancl t l~e  Pass was deal-ecl url 90 June. By 
nl id- J u I!=, ;u~nictl rorlr=o!-s wrre once a p i n  ir;~velling b e t ~ ~ c c n  Pleiku 
and Konl~tnl. 

During t lie sarllc I\-ceb 1 l~a i  ihc two North Vie~i~;~mese tlivisions 
tlu~-catr.ncri to nx-e-errun tI~c IiigIilanrls, a third Comnl~~nist division at- 
tacked irl tlle coastal rcgions of Bin11 Dinll ~~roviticc, tllrcatrning the 
~ w r t  ciry of Qui A-11~11 211~1 ~ I I C  principal roads. 'l'llc Conlin~lilists suc- 
rc-ctlcd in rilpturilig sevcraI distl-ict towns ; ~ n d  i l l  blocking the nortll- 
soutl~ ~vastal road, coining close lo conlrollillg tlle entire province. 
CSAF R5!! ; I I ~  r;tctical strikes 11clpd strni tllc driw short of Qui 
Slloil and IIigliway 19, iilld S I I I ~ ) O I . L ~ C ~  the SOIIIJ~ Vietnamese cn~intcr- 
olfr.nsivr: oti ~.lle p a ~ l n t l  I~egr111 in July. 

:\mericaii ;~dvisors waiched closely the pcrfomanct: oI VNAF tacti- 
cal units during tile I~igl~la~~rls  cnmpaig~~, sccing this as an ultimate test 
of past training progarns. Van B r ~ x ~ l  was most plcascd wit11 tlic work 
of the Victnam~xr: :-37's. Sortie-for-sortie, the A-37 uewi clestroycd 
more Comlnunist tanks illan did tllc Americ-ans-in parart reflecting t h e  
suprior stability and turning capa1,ility oI tllc A-37, and its ability to 
opvrai.e ~intler advcrsc rvcathcr. Onc VYAF pilot r$as recognized for 
destroying live tanks arid dan~agi~lg screral others at Konium. Van 
Hruswl was less enthtleiastic in  assessing the Pleiku-based ji-L's. 'l'hcx 
oldc~,  slower ;~irplalltrs l~atl  taken IirlIncrous "Iiits" during tlic battle, 
~>artic~ilarly at 111e low aItitl~tles made necessary by tllc cloud cover. 
Nine -4-1's 11-en: lost to cncmy action in tllc lrattlc for Kor~trim. Unlike 
tIlc mwmcn, the A-I pilots rwrc qualified only for <la)=time, 
risu;~I attacks. VKAF FAC's rvorkcd ill airspscc sllared with the Ameri- 
r-ans, anil somc or the VKAF controIlcrs gainmi tlic skill and a t ~ t h o r i t ~  
rlcedcrI to direct US.41: strikes. 

T'lic dcrnanils oI thc campaign also Iiigldighrerl past ~rcaknesscs in 
cmrdinatio~l Ixtwtlen VNAF and Vietnamese :irnly units. h-ecessiiy 
bcc;mic in this casc a \=irtuc, strengthening the rolc uf air liaison offi- 
cers with Amly llnirs and bringing new, streamlined rnetllmh into 
acceptallce. Several VNAF t~r~ i t s  ill other regions shiItcd detacl1ment5 
to Plcik~i and Phu Cat, 1111tting into cffmt past mobility planning. 

the hr t11 Vietnam- continued to cxpand their areas of control 



iri tlie highlands rhrougll late summer, contacts wit11 the e n m y  becamc 
less frequent and ICSS intet~sc. ?'he fact became apparent that tlic 
North Victnamese wcrc not mercly avoiding I~attIe actions but were, ill 
kct, withdrawing from IIIC region. The  arras IOSL in ille Ilighlands ant1 
in Rinll Ilinh ~vcre rcg;ainetl, and the North Vietnamese c o ~ d d  s h o ~ .  
little mher tIia11 the heavy l o w s  in Inen and cql~ipmcnt. 

%uth Victnamew ,gtoa~~tl  forccs in the hidllands, Ilcavily suplmrted 
11). U.S. and Vh'-W a irpwcr ,  had ~~nmistalcably defeated t l ~ c  invasion. 
'I'hc mapi tndc  o l  the tactical fidlrer effort in Military Rgion  1 I  was 
onl?: sligI~llg I~c lon~  that in kIilitary Region 1; B-52 sorties in the rcgioli 
pcakerl at ncatly 1,000 during rlle mon t l~  of May, exceeding the effort 
in tht. nortI1e1-11 pro~yinctls. Staff oficers a t  PACAF examined thc role of 
airpower in suplmrting the g~e;crnment's ground forcc-s. Tlte group 
concl~~dcd that ~ h c  effect of ai r  on tlie daily ,ground situi~tion was sigr~ifi- 
cant. and that i he ability of the cnemy ro gain adrlitional territory lrar1 
heen reduced in proportion to the incrcax of tacticaI air, gllnsllip, and 
&32 sorties. 



Chapter V: The Battle for Military Region Ill 

Sixty miles nor111 of Saigon, at the juncturc of T a s  Ninh and Bin11 
Long provinces,  he Cambodian border probes tleeplg into S o ~ t l l  Vict- 
nam. The region's fores tcd, r ubber-prorlucing country gaxye c o ~ ~ e r  to 
Communist forces infiltrating from Cambodia, and made it relati~ycly 
easy for the Comrnu~lists to concentrate agtinst towns and military 
positions. Focal p int s  [or rontruI of Uinh Long were the provincial 
capital, :ln Loc, and tllc town of I.oc Ninh, scene of heavy fighting in 
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1967 a~ir l  one oI the jumpoff lmiilrs for the Allied incursion into Cam- 
borlia in 1970. .GI-fields at IK Yinh and yuan Loi (four miles cast 
uE A n  1.m) wcre sui~ahle for Iandings by C-130 aircraft. IIighwa), 13 
split the pruvi~lce, extending norlll-south from the Cambodian llorrlcr 
to Saigon. A Comlnunisr victory in Jtinll Long co111rI tlilis lead to a fast 
atlvancr: along Highway IS itgainst S;tigon itself. 

First Days 

- 1 ' 1 1 ~  C u i n a ~ u ~ ~ i s t  dfttlsire in Military Kegion 11 I. kpri at 0530 llours 
011 2 April, rvi~ll at1 attack 011 Fire Support Rase Lac Iang. la-atcd i11 

nor~ l l c~n  Tay  hinh PI-ovince. Six Ilundrccl rounds from recoilless rifles 
and rockets prcccclcd the ground atlack. The drrIenderj repulsctI thc 
a~tack  and i1l f l ic1~1 I I C ; I V ~  losscs, I ~ u t  enemy pressure continued tllrouglj 



[lie rlcxt LM-o rlights. AClcr mitl~iigh t on -1 April, the attacks bwanle 
nlorr: severc, lctl 1,). cric111y ;iI-lrlor. VNAF figh~er-hornhers cnpgcd 
[lie arirlor ancl rIr.stro)-erI 11%-o tanks, hut to little avztil. 'l'Iie deferirlers 
witllclrc~v sotuI1 LO 1;1kc up new p s i ~ i n n s  in dcie~sc. oI the city of Ta): 
Nir~l~.  

Sim~rl~;~r~cr~us I \ - ~ I  11 t hc I~attlu for I a c :  1.u11g. the C:onlmnnists a~tackcrl 
other ~ ~ o s t s  ill 11ortIicr1l l';ty Niiili, arid on 3 Al)~-il  inflicted h e a q  crau- 
altics o n  ;I So1lt11 Vict~lanlcsc llattaliun just r~orth nF T a y  KinI~  city. 
~ I ~ l ~ e s c  cven~s ~)rolnptcd the SoutIi l~ ic t~~aincsc  to I V ~ I  hrlmw from mosl 
01 (he pro\-irlr:e, fo~nling rlufc~lsive posilions i~ro~inrl thu provincial 
rapital. TIic p~tlirv;~y was rio~v rIcar lor two Communist tlivisions to 
mor-c a p i n s ~  I % i t i l ~  T.otlg, tr;~vclliiig uritler tIie jungIe canopy wit11 l-eln- 
tirc freer10111 an11 rvirllout detection. 

A thircl furmatio~l-tllc 5th Viet Cor~g Division-hat1 i~lreatly illlil- 
11-;ttcrl into Ri~ili lmng fl-0111 tllc region of Camllodia rlirectly north. 
.:it 0530 IIOIII-s on 5 April, thc 5th l a ~ ~ i ~ c l ~ e d  its attack on Loc Kinh, 
eniployi~~g two inIan try rcgimcnts sapportal I>)-. ar~illery, r ~ k t t  and 
mortar fire, and S O ~ I W  25 tanks. Attacks from the sonthwcst, w e t  and 
northwesl sou11 isolated the dcIerlclcrs illto two anall campunds at 
citIlcr enrI of the towri. .A11 available air asscL5 wcrc tl~rorvn illto the 
ha~tle--USAF !\-37's frorll 8th S l~c ia l  Operations Squadroil at Bien 
lIoa BB, naval tactical air from ~ l l e  aircraft carricr US5 Conslellation, 
VKAF F-5's nr~tl :\-l's, USAF F-3's and :iC-130's Croin Tllailand. 
j\rounrI-tlie-cl~k tactical air coverage was maintained over I.oc Ninl~. 

Captain "Zippo" Smith, tIlc U.S. Arnly advisor 0x1 the ground at Loc 
Ki~lll, indicatccl the severity of the situation rvl~en he clearcd an h G  
130 to fire into his own cornpuu~ld on tllc first night. ?'he wlume of 
airstrikcs and tllc tenacity of t1ic defenders paid off, because both com- 
lmnnds were stilI in iriendly llanrls the next morning. Ry nomi of the 
Gth, three niajor g-vund assi~ults had been brokcn up by tactical air- 
strikes, ~rrni t t i l lg  Ilelicopter insertion oi tllrce ARTrN companies for 
reinforcemetlt. ?'he reinforcements helped to rclicvc the pressure but 
rvcrt: nnt enoirgh to overcome the tide oE tl~c Communist attack. 

F'rcssuru mounted tliroudi the night of ti-7 ,4priI, with human wave 
attacks on boll1 Loc Nil111 comlmunrls. Anti-personnel cluster bomb 
units (CB1J's)l and firebombs werc used against enemy troops in 
o F n  areas, wlliIc AC-130 Spectre gunships brought fire on attackers 
close tu the compound. Tllc south compo~ind wit11 its American a&- 
sors was overrr~ii in the early morning ol 7 :lpriI. The northern corn- 
pound 1icId out for tllc rcst of thc day, but by 1830 it too had fallen, 
and tile defenders fled into the nearby jungle to begin working their 
way to An T m .  

rUuster -13 Ilnit--a compact group of small fragmcntatun bombs e n d d  i n  

n cannister. When h e  cannister is rclttascd from thc aircraft, the l~ombs are scattered 
over a small arm and cxpldc on impart. 



Contin~~ous air cover, particnlarly from thc AC-I30 Spectres, p r e  
tccted the ILK Nirlh rielellr1e1-s as they evadcd south toward :In Loc. In  
one instance, tIie Spectres Tor scveral 11011rs maintained a ring of fire 
arollntl ;I g~-oilp of 15 rtyor~nrlecl troops, until they were evacuatd by  
1J.S. Army helicopters. Kllrnerous sorties were also applied against 
Communist blocking positions along Highway I 3  Ixtwccn lxx: NinIl 
and An Lac. Approximatel: 500 members of the ILK NinIl prrison 
s~~uccrlerl in reaching An 1.0~. 

Sin~ultaneousl y, the Commnnists I>rollght heavy pressure on the 
Qnan h i  airfield east of AII I m .  Hcak-y qounr l  attacks began iri catly 
t~cning,  7 April, the assanlting forces using tcar and nausea (cns) gas. 
la ter  t ha t  11ig11t tile defcndcrs I-ccciverl ordcrs to dcstroy their equip- 
inerlt anrl escape to Arl Im. -1'11~: loss of Quan Ixli was significant-the 
airhelcl I I ; I ~  been a r-alnablu basc s~~~ylor t ing  local llelicopter opera- 
tions, ant1 its hidl ground gave tllc clierny, g d  shelling ~msi~ions 
against An Luc. ' lhis event, coupler1 with thc action of 7th Kortll Viet- 
namese Division in blocking I-Iigl~wa): IS ~ 1 1 t h  oI An I m ,  ~inderlincd 
the growing p i 1  of An 1 . o ~  itself. 

Lieutenant General Sga)=cn Van Minh, cornmancling tlic Soutl~ 
\.'ietnarncsc 11 I Corps, marIe the decision to imld Luc, reinforcing 
as iicccssaq 10 st011 tlic enemy advanrc sontllrvard. DeIcnding An Im 
was 5th Infantry I)irision, noxi- reir~forcetl wit11 the survivors from Loc 
Kin11 and Quan 1.oi. A ~wrnhattalion Kanger g o u p  cntcred on 7 April. 
and 1J.S. Army fle1icopte1-s lifted in two South Vietnamese infan~ry 
ha ttalions on 1 (L11 April. 'I'hc I st Airlmrne Brigatle-President -1'llieu's 
Palace Guard-mod ilortll or-erland on Highway I S ,  crompletiag the 
movement to hills adjacent to An Loc on 13-14 April by U.S. heli- 
copters. -1'11~ rcsnlting force of ahout fivc regiments :it AII Loc would 
remain ullrler almost ~ O I I L ~ I I I I O I ~ S  heary sllclling and periodic ground 
atmcli for rvell ovcr two rnorl~hs. TIle absence of artillery supprt and 
surIace resupply wouIrI rlema~~tl all pwsible si~pport from the air. b t I 1  

for fircpowcr and resupply. 
For WVCI-ill clays the 9th Vict  con^ Division conducted a scrrics of 

p roks  aCgainst Ail l m ,  rvlliIe the 7th Kurt11 Vietnamex Division 
strerlgtl~e~~ctl blocking positions along IiigIlu-ay IS. Increasing amounts 
of armor, iiicluding Soviet-made T-5.1 tanks. were sighted in the .An Loc 
area. By 1'1 April ~ l l e  cncnly forces w r ~ c  ill position and ready to attack. 

Hcavy artillttr)., mortar, and rorket fire rained upon An I m  througI1- 
out the rlaYligIlt hours of 12 April and on tllrougli the night. By dawn, 
amrnr~nitioll and iucl storage arcas were on firc. After dawn on I3 
April, a coordinated tank and int1ltty attack began from the north- 
east. Six T-54 tanks moved down a main nortli-wutI1 street toward the 
South Vietnamese Army command 1-1 in the sorltllern scction of tllc 
city. Their hatcl~es were open as iE they expcctd no opposition. South 
Vietnamese t roop immobilized the lead tank with an M52 1-ight Anti- 
tank Weapon. At the same time. the Soutll Vie~namestl commander 



c k a d  thrcc U.S. Army Cobra IieIicopters from the 3rd Rrigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division, to engage the tanks. TIic Cobras wcre armed 
newly deselopcd high cxplosivc anti-tank warl~eads for their 2.75-inch 
rockets. The coml~ination was higlllY effective and four of the six tanks 
were either destroyd or immobi l id  by tllc attacking Cobras. The 
first attack of thc day rvias blunted. 

'I'he next blows came from the nortl~west a t  1015, again a combincd 
tank and infantry effvt-I. Ry 1330, t l ~ e  enemy conuolld the airficlil to 
t I~c  northcast of the town ar~rl the northern half of the city; llowever, 
intense airstrikcs slowed the momentum of thc attack and prevented 
the dcfenses from Ilcing ol7crrun. By now, E-52 strikes were being 
riivettcd to rIox: tactical support of ..in La. One enemy attack on 13 
April dissolvd wlicn tIic attacking Corcc was caught in a pre-plannd 
IS32 strike area. Three or four tanks were destroyed and an estimatd 
100 enemy soldiers wcre killed. Tllc senior American arlvisor in the 
region, a IJ.5. Army Major General, told General Ahrams that tlic air 
support, especialIy tIie H-5Ys, Iiatl heen rlecisive. "The massive air 
support of a11 t y ~ s , "  he reported. "tip+ the scales in our favor 
yesterday." 

Attacks the next day, 4 April, consisted of sporadic artillery and 
mortar fire, rvhile the m~rnly regrou~ed. This breather permitted rcfinc- 
mcnt of comrnantl and control procedures. Vh-AF and USAF F-C's 
were assigned separate sectors in the battIe region. Since Ammican air- 
craft were ~mxlominant, three IXAF FAC's w-crc assignmi to that sector 
whicll inrludcd An h. A11 strikcs M-crc still under the nominal con- 
trol of the Vietnarnew 5th Division commander; however, tho U.S. 
Army advisors, onc in the nortlicr~l and one in the southern sectors, 
worked with the USAF FAC's, overhead in 0-2s. Above the two scctor 
FAC's, a lligli F.4C acted as an overall managing agency. Tlie "King 
FAC" received tlic s t r i t  alloca~ions directl!f from the Military Region 
I11 Direct Air Support Center a t  Bien Hoa AB, and then handd the 
strike sorties over to the sector FAC's as the situation rcquircd. This 
simple system alle~kttcd tlie air congestion ol7er An Loc, and permitted 
strikcs to he applied in direct response to changes in the ,ground battle. 

Thc second major assault against An Loc took place on 15 -4pil. 
Once again, heavy fire from 155mm. howitzers and 122-mm. rockets 
struck the battered city; the barrage o p c n d  at 0430 Ilours, announcing 
the imminmt attack. At W)OO I~ours, encmy armor and infantry attacked 
from the north. US,- A-37 crm-s standing alert at Rien Hoa were 
scrambled and, by mid-morning all available aircraft were in action 
over An Imc. A second attack launched at 1OOO hours successfullg 
penetratd the city, reaclling to the wire rvllicll directly surrounded the 
compound defenses. Despite intense .51-caliber,, 25mm. and 37-mm. 

1st Cavalry Division, stationed about Bien Hoa, was the last U.S. Army di~ision 
remaining in Vietnam. 







ResubZs of a R 5 2  raid in Sou!h Viewam. 

-. 



An A 3 7  showlng tha various types of ordnance it Is capable! of carrying. 

anti-aircraft fire (wtasional 57-mm. ,$%A was also reportecl), fighter- 
bombers ant1 y n r l ~ i p s  provided close air support tn the derender~ 
throughout the day ant1 n i ~ l ~ t .  At  14nt) hours, ten more e n m y  tanks 
morerl into the torln. onlv ro Ix eliminated by tactical air anti ground 
forcm. n v  l ion  houri, alter fr~rther 11m1-y xalr str ike  in thc west and 
northwest scctorr. the enemy a ttack3 lost momentum. 

T h e  c m r l ~  attack of 15 April climaxed the fint phase of rlte hattle 
lor :In Loc-the perid of intensive and direct atracks hv combined 
qrounri force. T l t c  Cornrn~~nist 9th Division had failcd in its objective 
of taking .4ri LCK: i n  five davs, and llad experienced firsthand the eAec- 
riveness of the air weapon against mas& . o u n d  forces. 1% capt~~rml 
letter, hantftr-ritten by the polIticaI commissar of the 9th Division to his 
higher heatlquar~ers, r e ~ r t e t l  that the :lllied ractical air and R-52 
strikm had hecn t~nE~lievably devastating. 
In rhc fimt two and one-half week5 of the battle, over 2.500 air strikes 

had been flown in l i i l i tar? Region III, primarily arountl LAX S i n h  
and .in Goc. Frrrtl~er expamion of the tactical air effort bmme possible. 
u p n  I I ~ C  ,cot Rim Hon as a tt~rnaround base for F 4 ' s  h a 4  in Thailand, 
starting 1.5 .-lpril. On some cFa?;r, the fighters made ttrm turns a t  Eien Haa 
kfore return in^ to Thailand. allowinq three sorties over target during a 
r n i ~ ~ i o n  day. The Bfen l-laa effort was quickly expantfd, reach in^ an 
at-eraqe of 55 t ~ ~ n a r o u n d r  dailv durinq Iale April and Xfav. Resirles 



~ncrcasing the number of strikes, the Bien Hoa arrangcnlent freer1 tIic 
KC-13.5 tankers ot~~crwisc needed for rci11eIing mltnd trij) attack mi5 
sions out o l  l'11;tilanrl. 

In tllc weeks illat follo~~ed, the confrontation became one oE siegc, 
strangulation, ant1 starvation. Tlle 9th Viet Cong 13ivision rcmained in 
s t~-c~lgt l~  about An Loc. firing from 1,200 to 2,OW mortar and arlillery 
I-uuncls daily. Cornmllnist troops bnilt reinforcetI b~~nkcrs  and firing 
pnsi lior~s, a nrl dcploycd mote and more anti-aircraft we-aprlry. ?‘lie 
7th Ilivision conti~luerl to hold Highllrvay 13 closed, blw-king a South 
Viernarnc.~ o~crlanrl relief force well soutll of An LN. .4llietl airpwer 
con~imied to pound Commllnist positions and lq i s t i a  arms at An 
r o c  a r ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ - t J ~ e - c l w k ,  w1;>iIc B-5r13s, lactical aircraft, and Soutl~ Vic~- 
namcsc artillay hit the hlocking positions on Highway 13. 

Chnditions in tllc rubl~le of An Loc became abysmal. Sot~tIi Vietna- 
mese officers appcared reluctant nr uriable to enforce cliscipline. One 
:\mcricnn advisor saw I~ospital patients miss in^ limbs stru,gglinz to 
gatitel- f m I  for tl~ei~lsclves, receiving fllrtilcr wounds from shcll fire 
t111ring their effort. One IJ.S. . ~ T I I I ~  arlvisor arriving in :in La on 1 
May, reported that ari~intinition stoch wcre "llig1:ly criticd," and that 
the f o a l  situation was "very dire." l'mplc rvcre hungry and in somc 
cases st;~rviilg. IVitll surface 1-esupp1y lor tlie 20,000 military and civil- 
ians in An Loc at a starld-still, the campaig11 k ~ a r n c  the supreme 
challel~ge of tllc war for the USAF tactical airIifters. 

Air Transport at An Loc 

The cIosure of tlic airfields at An Ixx: and Qua11 1xli in early April 
cnrlcrl ary possibility oE itirlandcd res~~pply. U.S. Army and VNAF 
Chinook Iiclirupters llndertook dcliveries to a landing zone inside An 
Lac city, m;tking some 12 sortius until dcstructiorl of a VXAF aircraft 
and damage to three Amcrican planes by enemy shell5 iorced cessation 
on I:! April. C)t:casional VNAl: efforts at rcsuppls by 1ieIicopter rt- 
maincd almost wholly incffectir-e until late in thc siege because of 
cncmy anti-aircraft firc and sllellinp. Airdrops by Vh-AF uanslmrts 
began on 12 April, primarily by <h~a).ligllt iri the fact of furious %ground 
h r ~ .  .4tten1111s to drop from 11igI1 ~ l t i t ~ ~ k  proved posslg inaccurate. Two 
C-123's wcre destro~ed, on 15 and  19 April respectively, ending VNAF 
daytime ctforts. C:nloncl ?tra1ter J. Ford, a USAF advisor with the VNAF 
airliiters. gave peat  credit LO thc \WAF crews for persisting to that 
p i n t ,  riespitc the I~opelessncss of their efforts. 

Several days hefore, on 14 April, Headquarters MACV directed 
USAF C-130 participation in the An I m  resupply mission. Plannin~ 
for the missions began immediately- Five daylight container delivery 
system (CIDS) drops were initially planned for the C-13O'etw-o on 
.-ipril 15th and 16tI1, and  one on tllc 18th. 



ARVN soldiers rigging loads for airdrop at An Loc. 

The uwal CDS rnctl~al user! a tti~hspeecl lo~\*-Tercl route (250 knot5 
2nd belo~v 100 feet) to nrr initial p i n [ .  The aircraft then climbecl ro 
GOO. feet abo\.e ~ h c  porrnd ant1 scr up Tor the drop I+-l~ich required 
rlorviny to 1Y7 knots and openin9 the cargo door anri ramp. TIiis cen- 
hyra t ion  was rnaintaincd until rile s~~ppl ies  were ciroppcd over the 
drop 7onc. The c a ~ o  door ant! ramp were thcn rloqed while the air- 
crnft ~Fesccnded to treetop I ~ e i ~ l i t  and arcelcrated for its escape from 
t h ~  area. Sixteen tons of supplim in 16 individual containers co~rltl he 
tldirererl in onc pass. Severc problems rvere encountmcrl on these first 
tfropr, Firrt, t llc clrnp ~ O R C  tmr(1ina te5 +en to nl~c airlift planners and 
Irticld to the airrrcw~. wcrc incorrect, and s e ~ e r a l  drops wcre nnre- 
roverable k a u s e  they were outsidc the defcnrld perimeter. Second. 
the low-altirntle, lor\--speed pass over tl~e drop 7one war compIetclr 
impractical 4iw:en the hean,  XA.4 at .An Lnc. The fint fotrr C-150 drop 
rniwionr received rnm1erat.c to heavy battle damage I\-hile the fifth mi+ 
sion was sIiot do1vn after r n a k i n ~  the drop on I8 April. This crew 
rnirac~dorrslv suniretl ttic crash Inndinq and w a s  immecliatefr recorererl 
hr :+rm!+ he1 icoptess. 

Spare fi1'i.s airtlrop mission an 13 April esemplifimi the llazartls fac- 
in? nhc G I 3 0  crews on  t l ~ c  claylight low level drorl mirsion. Loatlctl 
~ r i t l l  twenrv- even thousnnrl potintls or 155-mm. liowitrer ant1 81-mm. 
mortnr amrnt~nition, Spare 617 took off from Tan Son s h o t  h R  j ~ ~ s t  

after sunup ant1 hcarlccl for An fm. Captain BiIl CalrI~r.ell ~ v a s  rlle air- 
craft commantkr, Lt John Hering thc copiIot, and Lt Ricllartl A. L e n u  



The crew waked away from thrs crash landing after hi! by AAA aver An Loc. 

the navigator. T S q  Charlie Shaul, and S g t  Dave Iric41eece \\+ere the 
loadmasters and 'I'Sgt Jan Sanders war the flight engineer, 

Arriving at An Lor, Sparc GI 7 contackerl 2 E?\C {rho gave them a 

run-in Frearlinr: which hop~ful l~  would keep them aw.ay from heavy 
h e L \  and vound fire areas. They  began their run-in for drop, clirnbetk 
to 600 feet and sIowed to 150 knots. Two miles and one minute out Irom 
the drop 7onc, therc was no pound fire, then about 30 seconds belore 
the drop, "All hcll broke loose!" The  C-t SO began taking h i t 5  in the 
cape compartment ant1 some ol the ammunition bqan to smolder. 
At the same time, ground fire hit  the crockpit, shattering three side 
winclo~vs, wo~rnding thc copiIat and killin3 tlre flight enenem. Hot air 
rluctr in the c a r p  compartment rupturetl, spilling 700-<!wee Centi- 
p d e  air into the cargo compartment. The load was ready for drop. 
Rot11 pilots pushed the cargo hrrtton but the load rcouldn't go because 
of darnapy to the wiring. Then tlic intercom faiIed betrc-em the cockpit 
and the Joadrnastm. T S q  Shaub realirecl ~ v h a t  was happen in^ and cut 

the c a r p  free. Only seconds after learing the aircraft, tu*o of the am- 
mnnition pallers exp l~ led .  

Caldwcll lurned away from An LOE to ZT)' to get back to Tan Son 
Nhut and s a k t ~ .  Fire broke out in tlre lcft wheel-well area of rIre 
cargo compartment, Shatlb g-ai~hed a firc extinpisher which was so Ilot 
that i t  hadI~ burned his hands. Ignoring his pain and injured hands. 
he ptit the fire out, savinf: tllc aircraft and crew for the second time. Hf? 
now. both enfines on tile letr side of thc aircraft had been shut down 



Sg: Dave hkcdleec~ 8le"'l and JSpt Charles Shaub trigh!) loadmasters an :he 
An Loc airdrop that won Shaub !he Air Force Cross. 

because of firc ant! hattfe damage. T h i s  meant tlrat the landing gear 
would have to he rrxnkecl tIor%-n manually for landinq becatrw [he main 
Iyclraulic system war powered by the left hand en$nes. linder T S g t  
Sfraub's direction. Sqt \lc;2lccce cranked the F a r  rlown wljile in the 
Innding pat tm over Tan Son Shut .  Though power ~ r a s  lost on the 
third cngine t+.llile in the pattern, Capt Caltl~v\.elI safely lander1 tilt 
cripplei1 GIJFI. For their heroic actions on that nrission. Capt Cnld~b.eFl 
and TSqn Charlie Shauh werc awarded the Air Force Cross. T,Sq 
Sl~auh  alro receirctl tlre It'illiam H. Pitsenbarqer Heraim Award. on!? 
the third airman to receive thir awartl from the Air Force .Sergeants' 
Asrwiarion. 

CDf d rop  were then cancellecl and an alternate svstcm w s  tried- 
Crounri Rsrlar Aerial Deliver?: Sy5tmn (GRADS}. This s!.strn inroFvecl 
airdrop from S E Y  to nine thousand feet, usins grouncl radar to p i -  
tion tile rirop C-1-30. U p n  exitin5 the aircraft, the parachures on tlre 
loadr rlr5centlctl in a partially inflater! condition. ,4 t i r n i n ~  device 
apratcrl  ro prmi t  iuI1 f>Io~roming uf the thurc approximately 500- 
Pnfl feet above the ~;rountF. Results of the GR."rDS airdrops were un- 
sa tiqfactorl; becat~stl of numerous anrI varied paracllaite malfunctions. 
O n  23 April, the airdrop effort retumerI to rla?.liqhr low-level CDS. 
Da!light CDS drops continlreci for three more  hi^^ with g o d  succcsr 
until 26 April \vhen a seconrl GI30 w a s  shot down. 



A U L  / L C  

Daylight CDS drops were again terminated in fa~yor of night CDS 
drop. However, ~vhi le  aircraft sl~rvivability improvd, reliability of 
deliver): remain4 unsatisfactory. The drop zone at An La was a 
soccer field atlout 200 meters square. This was mud1 smaller than the 
dimensions (350 yards in length) prcscrihd in normal training and 
operations. The makeslliit gasoline ilare p t s  used at An Ixx: to make 
the dcsired impact point p r o ~ ~ d  almost irnpossiblc to pick out from 
otller fires in tlic city. Liglits could not he placed a t  the extremities 
of [lie drop zonc (as prcsuibcd) k c a u x  of the battle situation. 
Finally, tllc troop on tlic ground 11ad troublc lwating and rccovcring 
the loads in darkness. 'l'hc niglit drop were nex~rthcless con t inud. 
until almost 1,000 tons of sopplim were relcascd. Rcsults were corn- 
plctcly unacccptabk, Ilowcver. in the view of the senior ITS. Army 
atls=isor on t l ~ e  grountl at An 1-oc, C:olonel TVilliam h-iillcr- Tlle de- 
fenders actrlally recovcred only a b u t  300 tons. Sevcn drops were 
scheduled on the nig1:ht of 3 May. The first load landed 700 meters 
short. Just bcfure midnight, thic seco~ld G I 3 0  receix~ed hits from ground 



fire snrl crashed-this M-as t l ~ c  tl~ird C-1.50 and sccond crew lost over 
A11 1.w. No more runs were attemprctl that night, and soon after- 
wards a rlerisio~l rras made to again ceaw lorv-lcwl deliveries, this time 
pcrmaneritly. Tllc rvillingnas of the C-130 crewmen to persist under 
these corlditioiis was never in queitioii. Only the Iiigllcst qualified uervs 
wcre scherl~~leri for tIic A n  J.oc drop, so that t1ic samc inrlividuals u-ere 
mpcd to the fire, time after time. G I 3 0  loadmasters~used their 
in>=enti\yenexs to gain a little protection insidc the unannol-erl cargo 
comymrtmcnt. Major Erl Hryn, who rvas a C-130 flight examiner ant1 
t11c I,riefing officer for the :in I m  missiorls, tlesm-itlerl their metl~ocl: 

I.et mc tell ?=vu a b u t  tllc w.ay the Ioadmastcr goes to war. Ch~ce 
his airtlrop checks are rbne, he gets his arrnorcd flak xTest on, 
takes a IInk vest apari and puts il over h i s  legs, lays tie-down chains 
on the c a r p  compartmc~lt floor, puts 111e garbage can otl tlie 
chains, gets in and from ihat p i l i o n  activatcs the static line 
retricwr for the drop. 

During the period of thc riigllt druyxi, USAF and US. Arnly trouble- 
sIioot~~s rmrketl a1 Tan  Son Nlu~r to irnpro~ye the hardware and tecli- 
niques fnr high-altitude ~ ~ r a c h u t e  rigping. After several s~~ccasful  test 

r11-011s illear Saigon, C;K;\l)S drops resumed at An h c  on 4 May. Dur- 
ing t l ~ c  next six (lays, 492 bundles were rlroppzd wit11 a 91 prccnt 
recover? rate-a vast irnpro~ycmcnt ovcr past rcsults. Drop altitude for 
the GRADS rclcases was well above ti,000 f i ~ t ,  practically clirninatirlg 
the gruund fire tllrmt. 

The initiation oC thc successlul GRATE airdrop became a ~urning 
p i n t  irl the dcfense of An Loc. High-allitude drops tbrotlgh t l ~ c  
months of Mag and Junc tutalled 238; of the 3,100 tons released, moru 
than 90 prccnt wcre recovered by the deknders. AIthoulgh daily 
deliveries were 1 ~ 1 t .  half 111e original resupply objrutivc (2000 tom PIX 
day), the drops provirlerl more than the minimum sustcnancc necdcd 
tor rontinucd resistance. l'he resumption oE 11eIicoptcr medical cVacu- 
ation flights in early Kiay turtl~cr strengthcncd morale on the ,ounrl. 
In combination wit11 the rcsiliencr: 01 thc dcfcnders, and tllc res~mnsi\~e- 
ness oE the air strikc fort-cs, tllc successful air rcsup~dly of An 1.m be- 
came a tlmisive factor determining t l ~ c  BlIied ~ictory. 

The Fixed-Wing Gunships at An Loc 

Prior to tlie Easter Offcnsivc, thc Thai-based AG119's and AG13O's 
worked almost exrlnsivclr; against cnerny lincs oI comnlunication in 
I.sos and Cambodia. USXF gunship crervs became expert in using their 
intrarcd and low-ligli~ tclcvision equipment to detect an11 destroy Cum- 

"Chc loadmastcr was thc fifih mrmbcr of thc C-130 crc-n cnlistcd s ~ i a l i s t  
in raw rigging and handling. IIis du~ics in thc unarmorrd c a p  wmprtmcnt  left 
littlc pmtraion against enemy fire. 



munist truck traffic. The infrared sensors could detect the hcat from 
truck engines and tailpipes, and could discriminate the body heat of 
personnel in open areas. Gunship crew3 leamcd to cope with heavy anti- 
aircraft and missile op~mition, as the Communists dep1oyed more and 
more firepower to defend their lines of communication. Recause nearIy 
all missions wcre outside Soutl~ Vietnam. Allied ground forces and 
F-4C's in that country lacked experience in working wi th  the USAF 
gunships and were unfamiliar with such weaponry as the 105-mrn. 
cannon recently installed in the Pave Aegis AGlSO's. 
The emergency at An Imc dictated diversion 01 the gunsllip effort 

away from tlic trails. On 13 April, six AC-119 Stingers moved from 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand to Rien Hoa, establishing a forward ope 
rating location for support of the battle at An Locr- The AG13O's also 
shifted effort to An h, but continued to operatc from U b n ,  landing 
once or twice at 'I'an Son Nhut during each mission day to replenish 
fuel and ammunition. Thc  arrangement greatly lengtl~ened a crew's 
time over targct at An Loc. Sometimes, crcws remained on duty 21.1 
hours or more without rest, fighting fatigue but appreciating t l~c  
urgency of the situation on the ground. At lcast one gunship remained 
on station over An Lm around-the-clock. Besides an important night 
detection and strike capability, thc gunships could ddiver ordnance far 
more accurately than the fighter-bombers. 

T h e  earliest AG-130 missions over Loc hTinh and An Loc werc dis 
appointing. FAC's were generally inclined to give priority to fighter- 
bombers, and oftcn held off gunship from targets to permit strikes hg 
the jets. Lt Col Georg F. Hall, a Pave .4egis Firc Control Officer, de- 
scribed his crew's rlisappointment on their first mission to An Im. Over 
the city, the crew received a target as~i~gnment-an old F r e n d ~  man- 
sion south of the town. Confident in tltc prccisio11 of their 105, the 
crew promised to hit a particular uptairs window, to the disbelief of 
the ground party and the EEE4C's. Rolling in for the first attack, the mv 
was instead told to pull off to makc way for an F 4  strike. Again and 
again, the gunship crew prepartd to fire, only to be cal ld  off. After 
two hours, lira11 and Iiis disgusted m- headed back for tibon, 11aving 
fired not a single sliot. 

Hall's combat tour was interrupted by two weeks of erneqency leave. 
Afterwards he rerurned co An k wit11 his now-~ctcran cmwmates. 
Hall quickly rcalizd that in the interval, the men on the ground at 
An Loc had learned something of the eRectiveness of the AC-130. No 
longer were there delays in applying the Spectre's fircpowcr. From a 
bunker in the rubble, an American voice asked for a single I!)-mm. 
round at an easilpseerl fountain; verifying the burst, the voice next 
called for a second round at an intersmtion two blocks cast. Finally, 
the voice prescribed a particular house and corner. Hall's crew there- 
upon destrojd the building with 20-mm., 40-mm., and 105-mm. fire. 
The  crew exprejsed concern during tIic firing, after learning that 







friendly forcer xvere d i r ~ t l ? ,  across the street. The voice I X ~ O T .  msured 
rl~m that 311 was ~ o i n g  well, cxriardlr calling for tF~c rrertF to "Ertiep i l  

corn in q.'' 

Lt Col Stephen Opitz 

?'his I V R ~  onI\ one of w-veral mrthmls u r d  to exploit the rmarkable 
precision OF the p~tislt ipr in tile street fighriny hclorv. lfost  techniqttes 
cIepcncTccF on direct rntlio cornrnr~nications with  the mrn on the q o ~ ~ n t l .  
kt Cot: Steplicn Opitr relntetl lio~v hi< crew pinpointed the enemy on 
one niqht rnir~ion over .An Loc. The :\CI-1.9n pilot called for the friend- 
lier nn tIw ,g+ol~nrl ro identify thcir p i t i o n  ~r'illl: vecn 112rez. Green 
flare5 ~ w o ~ t l p r l v  sppretE from sercrnl quatlrnn ts of .-In Loc, ind i t a r   in^ 
the  enenlv ~r - ; lc  lirtenina in. Tile pilot then called for red flares. -After 
~ereral retl Bate5 nppcarecl. tllc .ZmerIcan controller on the grol~nrl 
caflcr! oiit-"I've got nn red nares, l ~ i t ' e m  all." Opitz and nett. corn- 
pl iccl. u r i n ~  20-mm. wit11 effect. 

\'inal for the ~uccfislttl ernplovnier~t of the ~lnships 1%-ere the serml 
Lr.S. ;irrnv nd\ iwrs on t hc vountl at  JAc, who clay aftw iIny clirecfed 
tlic AC-1 IFr Sringrr. snrl :IG-1511 Spectres to rar5e:ets hr voice ndin .  
Cretr~ncn lenrnetl tllc ruicc of Zippn Smitla at Loc Ninh, ant1 invited 
him lo a ttenrl crnt of tlte montlily p ~ r t i e s  at Ubon. ,411 w r e  rclictnccl by 
the nnrs rftat Slnitfi !tat1 s t ~ c c e ~ t ~ d l ~ ~  ~ ~ f i l t r a ~ m l  after the Loc Sin11 
fnlt. ;\GI .Sn crm++men lavishlv pmfsed one A n n v  Colonel at :in T,oc rvho 
<tn?etl on I hc air h r  w*erlrr :mtl seemrrl e5pcciaIFy skilled in directing 
thc rumhip? ta retr+arrlinq t3r4.cts. The tlse of qtrcct and house clircc- 
t ion? Ior preci5ion a ttarkr bccarnc rtantlard prmetlure. i n  nearlv all 
rase  eitl~rr killin? tlic encmv trmps or forcinc tllem Ironr cover. ,*lG 



Shown In this low level photo are two Comrnunlst 57mm AAA guns. The shadow 
belongs to an RF-107 reconnaissance aircraft. 

This 37 mm AAA piece will no ion??$ be firing at Y.S. aircraft. I t  was captured 
by allied ground forces and !aken to Nakon Phanom AB, Thailand. 



130 cremnen arrivinz at An Loc knew to expcct the query, rvl~ether 
or not they carried the 105 cannon-the "big p n . "  

Since tile IOlimm. could penetrate and stop tanks, those gunsllip 
crew5 with only tllc 4Qrnm. weapon were often frusaaterl by titeir 
ineffcctir~eness amgainst enemy armor. Opitz on one occasion watched as 
liis ship's fire splaslled acgagainst and cxploded on the sides oI a Commu- 
nist T-54. *l'he encmy tank movcd steadily closer to the friendly posi- 
tion, tlie eap of its crew-mcn no r1011ht ringing br~t otllerwiw unharmetl. 
Finally, tthe friendly radio transrnissioii endcd, indicating that the 
position liad been smasher1 ~ I K I  ormun. Wit11 heavy hear&, Opitz and 
his drained ucwrnates returned to haw. 

Although the 57-mrn. fire known in Laos was not as sevcre a t  .ti1 I m .  
tltc p n s l ~ i p  crelmen detcsted equally the concentrations of 37-mm. 
fire. Tlle 37-mm. liad higher ~wojcctile velocity, wllicli reduc~d the 
cffccti~~e~~ess of cvasivc action, while its greatcr rate of firc gar-e sub- 
stantial weigl~t in barrage. Cln 2 ;\fay, Stinger 41 took nlt~ltiple 37-mm. 
hits in the right wing ~11icl1 blew off tllc right jet engine and disabled 
the riglit reciprocating engine. Tilt aircrart commander Ileaded his 
crippled plant to the s o u t l ~ e s t  away from An Loc; seven of tllc tcn 
ucwmembers bailed out kfore  Stinger 41 craslid. A FAC in his 0-2 
followed the AC-119 and plot td  on his map tllc location of each crew- 
m m h r  as lie hit the ground. T w o  1111-53 rescue Ilclicoptcrs scrambler1 
from Tan Son Nliut AB and pickcd up six of t1lc sewn crewmen wl~ile 
a U.S. Army UH-I helicopter picked up the seventh survivor. Bccaust: 
of the vulnerability of tlie AC-119's tn AAA fire, the Stingers' daylight 
missions were termir~atd. 

The SA-7 became thc p a t e s t  concern for the gunship mews. 
althol~gl~ alertness, w s i v c  action, a11r1 the r~se oI decoy flares Iield 
down the frequency of hits. Crews wported as many as six or seven 
S-4-7 firings on m a i n  missions. ZIigli threat sectors wcrc identified 
and avoidcd when pssiblc. One AG130 was hit and wvcl~ly damaged 
by a SS1Zh.i on 12 May, afler sigllting four other lat~nchinp tllc same 
day. 'The crm- harcly manased an emergency landing at Tan Son h'hut. 
The only sure defensc against the SA-7, Iiowcvcr, was in a l~i~ude.  The  
higlier altitl~des meant some loss in AC-I30 weapon effectiveness-t11c 
20-mm. hecame almost uwlcss becansc of loss oE projectiIe velocity at 
this dista~lce, while the accuracy of t1ic 40- and 105-mm. apleared only 
sliglltly affected. T11c 7.62-mm. machine guns of tlie i i G 1 1 9 ' ~  were 
ineffective above 4,500 fect, so the Stingers moved from An Loc stlp 
port LO ;asks elsewhere. 

Tile gunsIiips were heIpfu1 to the Gl.50 transporls engagctl in niglit 
drops, providing ballistic wind information from gllnncr). computers, 
helping identify the drop zone, and affording fire support. The exler- 
nal searcliligl~r sometimes used to illuminate targets for fighter attack 
was employed on several occasions to spotlight the drop zone as tlw 
transport approaclled. '1'1112 method was successful, but was not regu- 



larly uscd because of the risk of ground firc to trans1,ort and gunsl~ip. 
Curiships minetimes tturncd un the light [or rlcccption eve11 when rio 
drop ship was inbound. 

Gunship crews consisted of two pilots, five navisptors ( to  work the 
sensor and Iirc control cq~~ipment), anrl scvcral enlisted gunners and 
scanners. T h e  oldcr officer rrcrvrncn admiml the qualities of tIic 
yo111hf111, Iluskv Zuuners, who labrcd  tirelessly to fcerl the guns. 12 
single 105 rollnrl ~t-ci~l:lletl nearly 50 pollnds. Losdir~g was l~alrl work a1 

un~~rc~surizerl altitndcs above 10,000 [mi; ansiliary ox7gcn %-as not 
carried Rec-ausc uf the ndrled di111pr of fire or explusion. All gunship 
crmmcn were prmd or their part in the An Lw Ilat~lc, and the wort11 
of their weapon ill that critiral fight. Hall nccer saw n miss 11: more 
than 100 feet, altllougl~ much of the ammullition wxs dated 1944 or 
earlier: Crewmen I~ccan~c cotlscious of the daily battle sit11ati011 011 

tlle go~lnd, and Ilecan~e lhoroud~ly familiar with partic11Iar targets ant1 
1-efere~~cc points in thc ci ty  

Breaking the Ring 

'I-l1c s~~ccesslril rcsupjdy, along with the cor~tint~ous daily pounding 
from tlic air, made it clear to t11c Commnnists tlwt i f  An Loc rt-ere to 
bc taken, it would I~nve to bc sool~. Furtl~e~more, on 26 ,4pril, n ! h i t 1 1  

Victnanlac airlmrne brigade l i~ndnl by hc1ico:opters at a jmitio~l 1 0  
kilornctcrs sot1~11 of An Loc. The main relief col~~rnrl n~canwllilc n~oveil 
northward aloilg Highway 13, alhcit slowly, sripportcd by sex-era1 RY? 
sortics each day. 

Inttrr%ation of a North Vietnamese prisoner on G May illdicated 
that a new attack would comc won from tlie east. reg inn in^ at 0530 
hours 9 May, the An T m  pcrimctcr receivd strong infalltry probes, 
h c a x ~  artillery, and rocket fire. 1%:. 0715 h o ~ ~ r s ,  ~vound ~wcssul-e eascd, 
but tlie I~eavy batrage of Com~nlinist firc continued. Major Gcl~eral 
Hollinpwor th, Commanding General, Third Rqional Assist anre Conl- 
mi~nd, recognizer1 the attack preparation pattern and cxmrdin;~tecl wit11 
Headquarters Xf;i..ZC\l for largrr B-52 strikc allocations and masinllim 
tactical iigl~tcr support. B-52 strikes wcrc scl~edulecI ever). 55 millutes 
beginning a t  0530 l~ours on 1 I May and  continlied for 30 hours. Con- 
currently, 297 fightcr-hmbcr sorties were allotatcd on 11 May and 2GO 
sorties for thc nexL threc day.  

At  0035 1i~)urs on thc cIevent11, the enemy barrage grcw to almost 
unklievahle ferocity. Over 8,000 rounils of arlillery, mortar, and rocket 
fire hit An 1 . o ~  that day. The first ground asqa111t 0 p C n ~ l  at 0330 hours, 
but encountered General T-Iollingsworth's first pre-scheduled E-32 
strikc. .haults  built up from all cIircctioils against the defcntkrl pcri- 
mctcr, lerl by some -10 C o ~ n r ~ ~ t ~ n i s t  tanks. B-5 strikcs, U.S. -4rrn): 
Cobras ant1 USAF and VKAF figl~tcl-s lhl t l ~ c  attackers. Commar~ist 
anti-aircraft weapom, dcplvycd in clus~ers, rcplietl wit11 effect. At 



ARVN defenders l ~ k e  this one at An Loc accounted for many of the NVN tanks 
with M72 LAW missiles. 

one location. nlw ~~ i l o t  rcportctl "tour  01. fr~c 37-mm., ant1 the wme 
nrrrnber of 1.5-m~n. I\*e:l p n r ,  nl  I surro~rnded .5 1-cnlEP~er n-capons." 
Rr late alarrnnnn on 1 1  \ lay,  x 1'S.AF . \ - I ,  a n d  .-1-37, ;I Cobm, and 
two 0 - 9  F.4C nirmnft liacl bccn c l w t  rlo~+-m. 

F-f rreh-r of the .lillh Tarticn'l F i ~ l ~ t e r  l\'in:-jwst nrrivrcl st  Takhl i  
lroni KC\\, .\Irsice-flet,. their fimr combat miwionr at .\n I.w. ;It  
l Y R  1tout.i on 1 1  h l i ~ ~ ,  [lie [lay afrer rencllinx Th3ilancl. t~r-o three-ship 
Right., clel>artctl Takhli tn lrit the Communi\t Iorcet at .'ln Loc. Tllcv 
rlelivcred their ordnance. Inndctl at Ken HO:L to ream1 ant! refuel. 11It 

An LAX amin .  and tllcn hentIerI hack to Taklbli. I n  I I I C  next nine tl3v.i. 
ttte 49th f l c t~  24;lr rorn1)at ~nirsionr u.;inx tltr tornnrouutl Iacilitier at  

Bien llna. \Inst or tl ie -Fi)tl~ nircrerrr Ilntl p r e ~ i o ~ ~ s f y  srs~etI SE.1 corn- 
h:!t tours. Tlicir cnckpit skills  remaincrl strony-tlttrinq one troops-in- 
rontnrl ctqag;Pmcnt nn 12 \ In ! .  n Riqlit of fozir F-4'5 p11t ?? r t l  19 fil-c- 
Imnlb~  on n <malt CRCIII? C O ~ J K I I I I T I ~ .  ..I yi-ozrnrl 5rvccp twn 11ottr.l Inter 
fotrntI 150 Cuninlr~nist dead i t 1  tltu :lrea. 

T l i e  C o m m u n i s t r  prerrrtl rlicil- attack5 on I C" Xlnv. I~lrt  n ~ a i n  the roll- 

crrterl rrnm effort\ O [  qrouncl ant1 air force5 pror-ctI e f f c c r i ~ c .  Tlre 
enemy csral~li~l~crl  t w o  ron~y~anr-~irctl renetration\ i n to  r l ~ e  defenri~c 
perimctm. h t ~ r  lrerc trnnble lo link or otllertcikc exploit rllern. I Ios t  
of t l ~ e  -In tank5 in aclion on tilt I l r h  were br nnn- de\trorecl. Bar! 
rrcather 0 1 1  tlic cveuinq of the I2tf1 Iialterl Ftyhter-l)on~I~cr i l l p l m r t  untiI 
nearlv mirlni~ht.  The  Cnrnmllnir!r attacker1 d t l~ - i nq  the inrerral, cum- 



binins direcl tank fire from the north and east with infantry assaults 
from tlie east and soutll. The weather proved no hindrance to the 
B-52'5-411 the midst of the attack, six scheduled B-52 strikes appar- 
ently saved the day, destroying two tanks and an enemy ammunition 
dump. 'l'he Comrnl~nist direct supporting fire mased immediately. 
?Then the wcatlier improved during the night, fighter and AC-13U 
strikes on enemy troop concentrations resumed until the ~vcather again 
closed, about 0230 13 May. T l ~ e  crisis had already passed. 

The  heavy attacks of 1 I and 12 May coincided wirh the start of S-4-7 
firings about -4n Loc. T l ~ e  two FAC aircraft 1M on the 11 th were 
possible Shhf victims. S:l-7's liit an AC-130 on the 12th and brought 
do1v11 an 0-2 two days latm. A11 slow-movers were tlicrehy forced to 
stay at higher altitudes, and Iielicopters were b a n n d  from the area. 
R-52, hGl SO, and fast-mover support was only marginally affected, 
except that FAC's were handicapped in working lrom 6,000 feet or 
higher. 
Enemy shelling of An Ixx: remained heavy for the next three days, 

although decreasing somewhat cad1 clay. Ground attacks also weakened 
in size, intensity, and frequency. South Vietnamese infantry forces 
drawn from Military Region ZV morcd by helicopter to repIace the 
airborne brigadc directly south of An Jm. 'me airlmrne returned to 
sLratcgic reserve in .Sai,gon and evcntual move to the northern provinces. 
The Chmmunists appeared to he shifting forces toward the refief 
column, still moving slowly up I-IigIlrvay 13. R-52 and tactical air sorties 
shifted accordingly, increasing support for t11c relief column, w11iIe the 
C-130's continued airdrop resupply oE both An Loc and tllc force 
immediately south. Direct attacks and shclling at An Loc continued to 
d d i n e  through late May and June. 

-4dditional air resourws for Military Region 111 carnc on 17 May 
wit11 the arrival of Marine Air Group12 at Bien Hoa, with 9:! A4E's. 
Ixss than ten percent of MAG-12 pilots had an): combat experience, 
but a unique method of indmtrinating them was deviserl. Ordinarily, 
the US.4F pilots of 8th Special Operations Squadron flew their A-37's 
with the right scat unoccupied. Eadi newly-arrived Marine pilot flew 
one or more strike missions in 1he right seat to observe the conduct of 
these sorties by an expienced pilot. Subsequently, flights were mixed, 
wit11 one US.4F A-37 as lead and one Marine ,4-i on the wing. This 
quick orientation of the MAG-12 pilots enabled carly and effective use 
of the Marines' close air support capability. In their first 13 days at 
Bien Hoa, the Marines flew 441 attack sortie. In June t h q  tripled that 
amount, flying over 1,300 sorties in Military Regions III and 1V. 

Two pilots of MAG-12, Capt Vinct: Massirnini and Capt Bill Peters, 
flew- a mission on 11 June with unique results. Taking off from Bien 
Hoa AB in tlle 114E's armed rvitll CBU's. Zuni r d e t s ,  and 20-mm. 
cannons, they contacted thcir FA(:, Sund% M, who told them to hurry 
because he had two cnemy tanks spotted in an opcn clearing. Althougl~ 



Lt James W. Beaubfen was credited with savlng the lfves of the men of the 3 
Rsglrnent after they were ambushed by the enemy. 

CBU's were not deimecl, tor use arainst tanks. the 3Iarine pilots ex- 
pended them on the first p m ' ~  to eliminate their adverse effect on the 
A-4E's maneuverinq al>ilil\.. Coming around on tl-rc next pas5 to fire 
rockets, 5iassirnini anrl Peters were ~11rpri7etE to see the lmrl tank burn- 
inc aft of the turret. .-llpparentlv tile! I~ad hit the msoline drum rhe 
tanks carried in the open. -4 rocker pass dirahlml tlrc second tank with 
a direct hit. The  Stlnrloq cretrp then fired rI~cir 21)-mm. ordnnnm in 
strafinq runs a f t a  wFlicIl they re11irnecE to Bicn Hos, lmlqing the two 
ranks in flame%. 

The relief column continue1 to move <Iowly alonq Highway 13. 
held back by enemv resistance and poor weatller conditions. Lt Col 
Edward J. Stein. Senior .4rlriror to the .SSrd Regiment, war with the 
relief column. On ri June, the reeimental commander, his 12-man 
staff. and Stein % w e  amburllet1 ant1 rut off. Pinned down by heaw 
mortar and small-arms firc. the r n u p  coul ablirh ra 
with any other unit. Stein forzunntelr cont James 1 7  

overhead, a FAC from the 215t Tactic Support 
Beauhien was Rving aat P.WO l e t  altit~~cle netween snlid cionn c ~ e c ~ s .  

He cal l4  111 TD,lSC to l a ~ l n c l ~  :I-37's 1~11ich .rrnae on a l m ,  and then 
descended throuqh rhe u.eat!ier. btcaltin~ undm rhe cloudr about P,OflfF 

ti not esr 
acted Lt 
a1 .%ir ! 

tdio con[ 
,'. Beau h 
.Squadro 

I I *  
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'The Z!st TT.\q6, l>ased at  Tan ,%n Shut AA and commandel Irv Ct Col Don H w .  
-2s rmpansihlc lor moqt nf thc FAG< in \iilit>rr Rqion* 11, IJI, and n'. 
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feet above tlie ground. He tIicn flm to Stein's p i t i o n  and, ~II'OII the 
arrival of 111e .&37's, began marking tlie cnerny tar,gcts for air strika. 

hail of small alms and 51-caliber anti-aircraft firc B d c c I  the area 
within which lteaubien snrl ~ l i c  .4-97's were working. ?'heir problem 
was sevcl-cly cornpotu~dcd hy tllc low clouds  hid^ limitcrl nonnaI 
delively alti~urIes and maneuvers. '1'11~ FAC-fighter teanlwork ncvertlie- 
Icss ronrillucd until Stcin and tlie regimental staff couId movc to safer 
positions nlll of tllc amhlrsll area. Stein later slated, "By his gallaill ancl 
cons~icuous acl ion. 1 !Lt Ben~rbien saved the lives of most, iI not all, 
the key oficcrs ; I I I I ~  men of the 33d Rcgimcnt. He inflicted scwrc 
losses to enemy men and etluipmcnt, and allor\etl friendly units time 
to regt-oup and mnve forwaril to p i t i o n s  from whicll they co:ould con- 
trol the terrain ant1 e x p n d  t l ~ c  territory held by fi-ientlly forces." Lt 
R~auhien was awarded t11c nistinguislied FIyir~g Cross for his 1ierois11i 
and gallantry in action. 

The 8-52's Assessed 

'I'l~e IS52 fo~rc cxpansiot~ and diversion of effol-t from ]Laos an11 
Caml>dia, allorvcd cxpansiorl of tllc lL52 strike effor~ in So~lth Viet- 
nam, raised fro111 TOO sorties in March to 1,600 in April ;ind 2,200 in 
May. Each mission 11sua1Iy in~o1vc-cd a thrm-ship "cell," l~o~nbing in 
close trail to saturale a tarset "box." 1-oughly onc kilorncter wide and 
three kilo~nctcrs lot~g. Appruximstely 60 figlltcr-bombers would be 
required 10 ar1iicvc similar saturation. Bombing froin above 30,000 
feet, the 1C52's ct111ltl bc neitIicr secn nor heard bg thc enmy. Briga- 
dier Gcneral John R. McGiffert, USA, serving in sprino, 1972 as depnty 
to Hollingswortl~, rlescribcd tlic K32 force as "the most cffccti~ye wea- 
pon we haw been able to muster," Tlic thrcat of l i e a ~ ~  bomkr  strikes 
"force tlie enemy to break I I ~  his grol~nd clcments into small units and 
makes it difficuIt to mass forces [or an attack. IE he does mass his forces, 
he takm tcrrihle casualties." T h e  massive firepower of the R-52's thus 
proved crucial at An I.oc, breaking tllc main enemy assaults of Apri l  
and May. 

On 12 April, McGiffmt talkcd with Hollin~p~vortll undcr the rubber 
trees at Eai Khe, YO miks mut l~ of An J o c .  Both oficers Ilacl been flying 
over An Loc, and were fully informed as to the battle situation. The 
two agrecd in laying out a dozen targct boxes arouwl the An L.oc ~ r i -  
meter, and in adding boxes on a ridge line east of the town. Hollinp- 
worrli flew dirccrly from the mccting to MiICV I~eadquarters to gain 
permission for the strikes. The strikes thus conceived became thost: 
which destroyed t1ic Communist attacks during the next three critiral 
days. 

An unusual planning arrangement set the stage for tlie mid-May 
battles. On 9 May, Abrams proposed a change in lL52 usage, where- 



by tlle full strike capacity would be allotted to a single military region 
for a full day. Hollingworth agreed, providd Iiis region could receive 
the first fuIl4ay effort. Correctly irlterpmting tlle Communist intenlion 
to attack on 11  May, Hollingworth a s k d  for, and receivd all lL52's 
for that day. '1'0 one American Army Captain at An  h, "tl~e surprir 
ingly fast EL52 strikes illat we received on 1 I May were just ~~nhclicv- 
ahle. I couldn't belicve that we got so many lSV2 strikes so fast." Ncarly 
errmy strike w-as placed according to late targct information-90 ~ x r -  
cent were direrietl from original targets, oIten up to one llour before 
relcax. Hollings~vorth reported a t  noon on tlle 11111, that many 
panicked enemy soldiers wcre fleeing in a state of disorganization from 
tlle areas liit By B-52's. In one case. thc Slst Airborne Ranger Group 
was ~ l n t k r  I~cavy pressure from an cncmy regimcnt; a Ii-Yl strike was 
diverted against this concentration and eliminated tlle regiment as an 
effective fighting force. Other units Ilrokerl hy the H-52's wcre pursued 
by tactical air and the fire oI gm~lntl units. 'l'hc succession of &51! 
strikcs at An a continued to the 14h, meeting the urgency of 111c 
moment; t llc sustained applicatio~~ e~lcled on tIw 14th, when I-Iolling~ 
worth reported that the expected heavy assault that morning "was dis- 
s u a d d  by the timely r l e l i ~ ~ c r ~  ol three &52's." 

Aft- tlle Mag attacks, the An Loc defcndcn gradnally expander1 their 
perimeter and b e p n  patrol actions outsidc. Vivid evidence soon 
cme@ of the effec~ivcncs;~ of airpwcr  against masscd attackers. 'l'llrcc 
kilometers wnlh of An Loc, iri a %52 strike arca, patrols f o ~ ~ n d  208 
c n m y  dead wil11 their weapons and supplies. Inside An 1-oc, in set- 

tors lteld by tllc Corr~mr~nists on 1 1 May, patrols for~nrl a former Corn- 
nlunist command post compIrrx, complete with switchlmard, telephone 
lines, and othcr eq~~ipmcnt. ..ill hat1 Ixcn conqdetelY destro)=erI 11). the 
,%GI 30 Spxtrcs, filing I O r i - m l .  cannon. 
By 12 June tlic last oC the NVh urme driven froni the city. ant1 

evacuation of 11ie morc than 1 , O O  ARVN wounded began. 'I'rw days 
Iatcr 1,650 fresh trwps were inscrtcd into An Lm. On 18 Jonc, General 
Minh, commanding gcneral of Military Kegion 111, declared tlle seige 
over. I.ight cncmy forces u.o~~ld  remain active in the region for 
months, hut the Communist threat to the city of An Loc: had llccn 
broken. 

Years Iater, an American officer asked 1.t General Trali V;ui hiint~. 
Chiei of thc Vietnamese Air Force (luring its final :cars, to contrast t lie 
successCu1 campaign at An 1.w in 1972 wit11 defeats in similar cir- 
cumstances ill 1975. hiinl~, ill reply, concludetl that Communist 9onntI 
forccs i11 1975 wcrc sornervliat stronger, and that Allied air r-al)ahilitics 
wcre milch weaker. At All I m  in 197'2, the VNAF Chic1 pointed out, 
thc llattle turned on tlle employment of the &52's and C-130's. At 
Phuw Long and Ban hie TIiollt in 1975, tlle VNAF 11.wd conside~al~lc 
FAC and fighter forces but simply [lid not llavc the massive h o m l ~ i ~ ~ g  
and airlif~ capabilities praridcd bg the I!SAF in 1972. 



Chapter VI: The Impact of Airpower 

Ry the timing, nature. ant1 1wig11t of thcir 1W2 Spring Offensir-e, the 
Xorth Vietnamese wun consirIerablc tactical surprise. AItIiough the 
.Ulies fourltl ~l~cmsclvcs temporarily off-balance, air~mwer represcntcd 
a flexible and p e n t  r w a p n  with rv11idi to reply. Despite tlic carlicr 
unit withdrawals, significant American air strength slill remained in 
TIiailand and Vietr~am, and the old cmlplcx uf airfields and support 
facilities rcmained at hand to ~ r m i t  reintroduction of forces. 

Even Ileforc the Easter invasions, some USAF R-52 units hat1 re- 
t u r n d  to the Wcstcrn Pacific; otllers started tlieir jonrne)~ from State- 
side hases soor1 aftcr the first attacks. Similarly, dlrrinp April and May 
tactical air forrcs of 'I'actical Air C:nrnmand crossed the Pacific, return- 
ing to the combat zone. I11 thc Iargesl singlc deployment of the war, 
h e  49th 'I'actical Fighter Wing shifted from the deserts of Ncw Mexico 
to tIie xmi-tropics of Takhli. Mr.anwliile, the U.S. h-avy moved addi- 
tional atrack r-arricrs into thc waicrs off Vietnam, and the Marines 
lwollgl~t A 4  units inro Southcast Asia from bases in Japan and Hawaii. 
- l?~e skillftil tleploymcnts vindicated the past Tears of preparation- 
developing rhe know-how to makc fast deployments, arriving in the 
overseas tlicater rentljf to fid~t. 

Giving weight to tlic Nortli Vietnamese invasion were an estimated 
ti00 tanks, ~mrwrEul 30-mm. artillery, and large quanti tir- of mechan- 
ized equipment, incIuding trucks, self-propelIer1 artillery. .UB, and 
mobile SAXl's. Such heavier weaponry affordcd enormolis firepower, 
hut also incrcaserl the vu1ner;ibility of the h'orth Vietnamese to 
Allied aircralt. Vehicles i n  column or massed for assault could be 
readily lacater1 and dcstroyctl from the air. Medlanizcd wFcapns also 
corlsumetl qt~ail~itics of POL, amrn~~nition, and spare parts. rcquir i~~g 
a l ~ i s t i c s  pipeline far Ixyonrl that nccded tn s t ~ p p r t  gi~errilla opera- 
tions in the l ~ s t .  The North Vietnamese lines of comm~lllicalioll 
strctclicd all the way to Hanoi and XIaipl~ong. acquiring new signifi- 
carice aftcr k r t c r  1972. 

On 8 M . J ; I ~  1952, President h-ixon ainlouncd tllc start of a comprc- 
hensive interdiction cffort against Sorth Vietnam. Tllc Prcsirlcnt laid 
on thtw ubjcctivc.s for t l ~ c  combincd air and naval campaign: to rerlt~ce 
the Rorv of supplies into North Vietnam, to destroy exisling stockpiles 



in t h e  North, ant1 to reduce thc fIorv from A-ortll Vietnam south. Opcra- 
tion 1.iiiebacker-the air npcratium ovcr Nor t l~  Vietnam-wnt on 
sirnul~nncn~~sly rvitli the Ilcavy fidlting in the So~lth, the two cam- 
paigns competing for air aswts. '1'11~ effects were reciprocal, hmvmer- 
11y the cnd of %fay. the I~oinbing ;uld air interdiction oI tllc Kor t l~  were 
Iimi~ing the a h i l i t ~  of the Cominunists LO conlinne heavy fi5l:hting in 
the Soutll. Conversely, 11ic 11e;lty expenditr~res and losses of supplies hy 
the Communists in the SOII~II incrca.wtl the effectiveness of tItc air inter- 
diction, intcnsifl=ing sllortages ant1 necessitating rlaylight road move- 
men tq. 

Tactical air  support was dircctly instrl~menlal in each of the three 
main canip~igr~s wicllin South Vietnam, first I>l~~nling, and ihcn bre~lr- 
ing the Communist momentum. TIic raw statistical data given here 
;11101vs the rearlcr to  assess tllc u-eight of effort in the military regions as 
~ l l e  campaigns pr<rt,cccdccl. I11 appreciating LJIC mcaning of the statistics, 
the render shoulrl k w p  in inirld tlie enormous destr~rctive ;.em\\-er of 
cven a singe iightcr-lmnll~cr sortie, i f  prt~pcrlg d i r c c t ~ l  on a n  appT@ 
printr: t a r s t .  

Table Vt-1. Fixed Wing Strike Sorties in South Vietnam. 1972 
- . - -  

March April 
-. 

USAF Tac Air -------_- 247 3,032 
USAF Gunships -------- 24 407 
U.S. Navy ------------- 128 4,683 
U.S. Marine Corps . .. - - - .  537 
VNAF Tac Air . --- 3.118 4,612 
VNAF Gunships -------- 31 292 
USAF EL52 ----------- 689 1,608 

Totals -------------- 4,237 17,171 
.. - 

(Source: USAF Manaqernenl Summaries) 

Table VCZ. Strike Sorties in SVN, April 1972 
.- 

Total 

- 
Service MR-1 MR 2 M A  3 MR 4 SVN Percent 

. - 
USN - 2 , 0 2 2  1,118 1,378 314 4.832 27.6 
USAF -------- 2,510 1.397 2.825 377 7,109 40.6 
USMC . 43 497 3 0 593 3.1 
VNAF . 1,292 1,153 1.533 1,012 4,990 28.6 

------ 
Total - - 5,867 4,165 5,739 1,703 17.474 

. - .. -. 

(Source: SEADAB) 

Table YI-3. Distribution of B-52 Sorties in SVN. ApriCJune 1972 
-. 

YVN 
Total ~ a i b o d i a  

MR 1 MR-2  MU-3 MR-4 SVN Law 
- -. - 
April - 554 691 363 0 1.608 198 
May -----_ . 842 991 363 44 2,223 67 
June ------ 1,503 503 161 

-. -- - 
40 2.207 543 

.- .- -. 

Source: PACAF Southeast Asia Summary 



Table Y I 4 .  USAF Combat Losses in Southeast Asia 
- .- 

S u b  North Vietnam. S u b  
Date 

-. - 
South Vieham Iotal Laos. Cambodia Iotal Total 

.- 

March 72 - 2 F-4. 
I A-1. 
3 ov-10, 
2 AG130, 

0 I HH53 

April 72 -------- 2 F-4 5 F-4 
2 OV-10 1 RF-4 
1 0-2 1 F-105 
1 EC-47 
2 c13u 
1 H M 3  
1 El346 70 

May 72 -------- 4 F 4  
2 A 3 7  
3 A-I 
1 A G 1 1 9  
3 ov-10 
5 c 2  
3 El30 21 

June 72 - -1  F-4 10 F-4 
1 A-1 2 A-I 
3 0-2 
1 AC-130 

-. . 
2 OV-10 8 12 20 

. . . . . . -. 
(Source: USAF Management Summaries] 

'The varied clements of airpowr 11sed in Soutll Xrietilam were coln- 
plementary. TIic B-V2's. the fighter-bombers, tlle gunships. tllc forces 
of the otllcr Scrviccscach I > r o ~ ~ g l ~ t  distinct and reinforcing capabilities 
in responsiveness, precision, ordnn rice, and a l l - ~ ~ e a  ~1let rlelivery. As a 
result, the overall croritributiun oI tllc air weapon was pp-cater than thc 
sum of its parts. Pivotal in managing the whole was the commanrl and 
control ststem, developed allout the USAF idca of single managcmeIlt. 
&~lcxihiliiy and cmrrlination over the target itself rcmainerl the qmial 
task for the erstrvhiIe FAC's, who faced almost conslant threat of 
.yound fire. Enormously signitic;111t W ~ I S  tllc role of tile air transport 
force, keeping tllc cnuntqwide l~iistirrs systems going, and perrorrning 
the monrlmer~tal resl~pply optrations into An LK and Konturn. Otllcr 
air elements--thc rcscuc helicopters, tllc electronic and photo rccon- 
naiwl~ce  aircraCt, thc cvrnrnand and conttol a i r~ra i t ,  and tlle KG-I35 
tankers-made significant contributions to the ovel-a11 p u r p e .  IYith- 
nllt the in~ervention of U.S. airpower, t l ~ e  1972 Spring Offensive rvor~ltl 
havc Iiad a w r y  differcrlt and mucll Iess satisfactory encling. 

-I'he men of the 1972 Unitetl Stares Air Force considcrd tbernsclws 
military, professionals. Airmervmen were conscio~ls of rhc enormous 



fircpwer at their disposal; all w r c  tledicated to apply it effccticely, 
r*.licn necessary. taking arldd ~ersonal risks to assure that irie~~dly Iorces 
wcrc not harmed. Jtehind the tabulations oE sorties la): a herculean 
effort by Air Forcc ground personnel-the aircraft and engine mc- 
chanirs, tI~c sr~pply specialists, the weapons and ordnancc Inen, fuels 
~ r s o n n c l ,  ant1 base supprt troops. The labors of every ground air- 
men pointed toward the moment r*.hen the fighter-bomber pilot gave 
the "thumbs ~~p"-thc signal for chocks away, ready for taxi. That 
gesture captured in inicrocosm, the spirit and tlie skills of the Utlitecl 
Statcs Air Forcc and its mcn. 
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